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IMiEFAOE. 


It  oii^lit  to  be  matter  of  surprifsC  how  men  live  in  tlie 
niiilst  of  marvels,  witiioiit  taking  heinl  of  their  exist- 
enee.  Tlie  slightc^st  derangement  of  their  aeenstomed 
walkii  in  j>olitical  or  srwiai  life  shall  excite  all  their  won- 
der, and  fnrnish  themes  for  their  disenssions,  for  months; 
while  the  {»roiligies  that  eome  from  above  are  presented 
daily  to  their  eyt^j  and  are  rtveive<l  withont  surprise*,  ha 
things  of  eo«nk».  In  a  certain  sense,  this  may  be  well 
enough,  inasmuch  as  all  which  comes  dirwtly  from  the 
han<ls  of  the  Creator  may  ]»e  said  so  tar  to  exceiMl  the 
power  of  liuman  ccmiprehension,  as  to  be  beyond  com- 
ment ;  but  the  truth  would  sln»w  us  that  the  cause  of 
this  negltN-t  is  rather  a  propensity  to  dwell  on  su<*h  in- 
terests as  those  over  which  we  have  a  fanciwl  control, 
than  oil  th<»se  which  confessiHlly  transcend  i»ur  under- 
standing. Thus  is  it  ever  with  men.  Tlie  wonders  of 
creation  meet  them  at  everv  turn,  without  awakening 
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rftli*<-tioii.  whilf  ihfir  ihiihIs  IuImm-  oii  sul»j<'<*ts  that  an- 
in»t  oiilv  r]*litMii(TaI  and  illiiMirv,  Imt  which  iifvcr  attain 
an  rh'vatii»ii  hij^lur  than  that  the  most  wmlid  intorosts 
can  l»c>tow. 

For  uui-sclvcs,  \vc  tinnly  l»cliovo  tliat  the  tiiiircr  ot* 
I'n»viili*ncc  ii?  |Niintin>;  the  way  t<»  all  races,  and  culnrs, 
and  nations,  nhmic  tlie  jmth  that  is  to  lead  the  ea>t  and 
the  west  alike,  to  the  «ri'eat  «ri»al  »>f  human  want>. 
Demons  int'ot  that  ]>atii,  and  nunteron>  an<i  nnha|>|iy 
an*  the  wanderinir>  ot'  million.-*  wlm  stray  trcnn  its  rnnr>e ; 
siimetimc>  in  reliic-tanrc  to  jiroreed:  sometimes  in  an 
in<liM-nM't  haste  to  move  !a>trr  than  their  fellows,  and 
alway>  in  a  torirett"nlne»  nl*  the  ;rreat  rnh's  «»t*  <*i>ndn<-t 
that  havi*  heen  iiandiil  down  from  aluive.  NfVcrtheh-ss, 
the  main  rourse  is  onward:  and  the  <iay,  in  the  sciim-  of 
tiiiif,  i-  ni»t  di>tant.  when  the  whole  earth  is  to  In*  tilled 
with  tin*  knowK*<l«;e  «»f  the  L»»nl,  '"as  the  waters  cover 
the  ^«  a." 

<  >nc  «if  the  ^reat  .-«tinid>lin;r-l»liick>  with  a  lar^n-  «*lass 
of  w«-ll-mranin«r<  hut  narn»w-jndirinir  morali.^^,  are  the 
M-eminir  wniiiiT'*  that  are  {M'rmittf<|  hy  rriivi<|cn<»*',  in  its 
rnntriil  iif  hiitiian  evcnt>.  Siirh  iK-r^on"*  take  a  onc->ided 
\iew  i»f  thin;.'-,  and  reduce  all  |»rincij»lc>  to  tin*  h-vcl  nf 
their  <»wn  undtTMandinir->.  If  we  coidd  comprehend  the 
relation>  whii-h  tin*  Ih'ity  lu-ar^  to  n>.  a-*  well  a--  we  can 
com]ireIien<I  the  rclation>  we  hear  ti»  Him,  there  mi«rht 
Im*  a  little  M'cmifi^r  rea?M»n  in  tlie-.e  douht>  ;  hut  when 
ont'  of  tilt*  |iartie<«  in  this  mighty  >ch«'me  of  action  is  a 
profoimd  mystery  to  the  "thfr.  it  is  w<irse  than  itih',  it  i- 
]irotaiM*,  ti*  attempt  to  explain  those  thin;^^  which  our 
mintU  are  not  yet  >nrtiriently  cleare<l  t'n»m  the  dro>s  ot' 
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earth  to  understand.  Look  at  Italy,  at  this  very  mo- 
ment. Tlie  darkness  and  depression  from  which  that 
glorious  peninsula  is  about  to  emerge,  are  the  fruits  of 
lonp:-continued  dissensions  and  an  iron  despotism,  which 
is  at  length  broken  by  the  impulses  left  behind  him  by 
a  ruthless  conqueror,  who,  under  the  appearance  and 
with  the  phrases  of  Liberty,  contended  only  for  himself. 
A  more  concentrated  egotism  than  that  of  Napoleon 
probably  never  existed ;  yet  has  it  left  behind  it  seeds 
of  personal  rights  that  have  sprung  up  by  the  way-side, 
and  which  are  likely  to  take  root  with  a  force  that  will 
bid  defiance  to  eradication.  Tlius  is  it  ever,  with  the 
progress  of  society.  Good  appears  to  arise  out  of  evil, 
and  the  inscnitable  ways  of  Providence  are  vindicated 
by  ^»neral  results,  rather  than  by  instances  of  particu- 
lar care.  We  leave  the  application  of  these  remarks  to 
the  intelligence  of  such  of  our  readers  as  may  have 
patience  to  peruse  the  work  that  will  be  found  in  the 
succeeding  pages. 

We  have  a  few  words  of  explanation  to  say,  in  con- 
nection with  the  machinery  of  our  tale.  In  the  first 
plaire,  we  would  remark,  that  the  spelling  of  "burr-oak," 
as  given  in  this  book,  is  less  our  own  than  an  office  spell- 
ing. We  think  it  should  be  '•  Imr-oak,'-  and  this  for 
the  simple  reason,  that  the  name  is  derived  from  the 
fact  that  the  acorn  borne  by  this  tree  is  partially  covered 
with  a  bur.  Old  Sam  Johnson,  however,  says  that 
*•  burr"  means  the  lobe,  or  lap  of  the  ear ;  and  those 
who  can  fancy  such  a  resemblance  between  this  and  the 
revering  of  our  acorn,  an»  at  liberty  to  use  the  two  final 
eons^mants.     Having  commenoe<l  stereotyping  witli  this 
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variety  that  appears  to  be  endless  penades  the  world,  the  same 
admirable  adaptation  of  means  to  ends,  the  same  bountiful 
forethought,  and  the  same  benevolent  wisdom,  are  to  be  found 
in  the  acorn,  as  in  the  gnarled  branch  on  which  it  grew. 

The  American  forest  has  so  often  been  described,  as  to  cause 
one  to  hesitate  about  reviving  scenes  that  might  possibly  pall,  and 
in  retouching  pictures  that  have  been  so  frequently  painted  as 
to  be  familiar  to  every  mind.  But  God  created  the  woods,  and 
the  themes  bestowed  by  his  bounty  are  inexhaustible.  Even  the 
ocean,  with  its  boundless  waste  of  water,  has  been  found  to  be 
rich  in  its  various  beauties  and  mangels  ;  and  he  who  shall  bury 
himself  with  us,  once  more,  in  the  virgin  forests  of  this  wide- 
spread land,  may  possibly  discover  new  subjects  of  admiration, 
new  causes  to  adore  the  being  that  has  brought  all  into  exist- 
ence, from  the  universe  to  its  most  minute  particle. 

The  precise  period  of  our  legend  was  in  the  year  1812,  and 
^  the  season  of  the  year  the  pleasant  mojith  of  July,  which  had 
now  drawn  near  to  its  close.  The  sun  was  already  approach- 
ing the  western  limits  of  a  wooded  view,  when  the  actors  in  its 
opening  scene  must  appear  on  a  stage  that  is  worthy  of  a  more 
particular  description. 

The  region  was,  in  one  sense,  wild,  though  it  offered  a  pic- 
ture that  was  not  without  some  of  the  strongest  and  most  pleas- 
ing features  of  civilization.  The  country  was  what  is  termed 
^  **  rolling,"  from  some  fancied  resemblance  to  the  surface  of  the 
ocean,  when  it  is  just  undulating  with  a  long  ** ground-swell." 
Although  wooded,  it  was  not,  as  the  American  forest  is  wont  to 
grow,  with  tall  straight  trees  towering  toward  the  light,  but 
with  intervals  between  the  low  oaks  that  were  scattered  pro- 
fusely over  the  view,  and  with  much  of  that  air  of  negligence 
that  one  is  apt  to  see  in  grounds,  where  art  is  made  to  assume 
the  character  of  nature.  The  trees,  with  very  few  exceptions, 
were  what  is  called  the  "  burr-oak,"  a  small  variety  of  a  very 
extensive  genus ;  and  the  spaces  between  them,  always  irregu- 
lar, and  often  of  singular  beauty,  have  obtained  the  name  of 
**  openings ;"  the  two  terms  combined  giving  their  appellation 


THE  OAK  OPENINGS. 


CUAITER  I. 


**  How  doth  tb«  little  boflj  tw« 
Inipmre  each  pblniiitr  hour. 
And  gmth^r  hoDf  r  til  the  d*r. 
From  erery  opening  flower.** 


Wi  have  heard  of  those  who  fancied  that  they  beheld  a 
bi^al  inntaDce  of  the  hand  of  the  Creator  in  the  eelcbrated 
cataract  of  Niaijrara.  Such  instances  of  the  power  of  sensible 
and  near  objects  to  influence  certain  minds,  only  prove  h<»w 
much  easier  it  is  to  impress  the  im:ii;inations  of  the  dull  with 
inlaws  that  are  n«»vel,  tlian  with  those  that  are  less  apparent, 
though  of  infinitely  jrreater  mafrnitude.  Tims  it  wouM  seem 
to  be  strangle  in<leed,  that  any  human  b«*ini;  should  find  more 
to  wonder  at  in  any  one  of  the  plienomena  of  the  earth,  than  in 
the  earth  itself;  or,  sliould  s|K*cially  stand  astonished  at  the 
might  of  Him  who  create*!  tlie  world,  wlien  each  niirht  brinj^s 
inUi  view  a  firmament  studde<l  with  other  w*)rlds  ea<4i  equally 
the  work  of  His  hamU ! 

Neverthek»s(^  there  is  (at  iMittom)  a  motive  for  ad«)ration,  in 
the  study  of  the  lowest  fruits  of  the  wisilom  an«l  power  of  (iod. 
Tlie  leaf  \»  as  much  beyond  uur  cumprehension  of  remote 
causes,  an  much  a  subject  of  intolliirt'nt  admiration,  a^  the 
tree  which  bears  it:  the  sinirle  tree  confounds  our  knowledge 
anti  researches  tlie  winie  a^  the  entire  ftin'st ;  and.  tlioUi;h  :i 
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variety  that  appean  to  lie  ondletsH  pi-nailcii  the  world,  the  same 
admirable  adaptation  of  means  to  end^  the  same  bountiful 
forethought,  and  the  same  benevolent  wixiom,  arc  to  be  found 
in  the  aconi,  as  in  the  gnarled  bnuieh  on  which  it  grew. 

The  American  forest  lia.s  si>  often  bi:en  des<Tibed,  as  to  cause 
one  to  hesitate  about  reviving  scenes  that  might  pr»ssibly  pall,  and 
in  retouching  pictures  that  have  been  so  frequently  painted  as 
to  l>e  familiar  to  every  mind.  But  God  createil  tin*  wood^s  and 
the  themes  Iwstowetl  by  his  bounty  are  inexhaustible.  Even  the 
(K:ean,  with  its  boundless  wiiste  of  water,  has  been  f<L»und  to  be 
rich  in  its  various  l>eauties  and  manels ;  and  he  who  shall  bury 
him**elf  with  us,  once  more,  in  the  virgin  forests  of  this  wide- 
spread land,  may  |>osiiibly  discover  new  subjects  of  admiration, 
new  cauH's  to  adore  the  being  that  luis  brought  all  into  exist- 
ence, from  the  universe  to  its  most  minute  partielc. 

The  priM'iM?  period  of  our  legend  wa^^  in  the  year  1812,  and 
^  the  seas4in  i»f  the  year  the  plea>juit  mojith  of  July,  which  had 
now  dni^u  near  to  its  clost*.  The  sun  was  alri*ady  approach- 
ing the  uesteni  limits  of  a  wooded  view,  when  the  ac*tors  in  its 
opening  scene  mu<t  ap{>car  on  a  stage  that  is  worthy  of  a  mon* 
|»articular  dcMrription. 

The  n*gion  was,  in  one  wiise,  wild,  though  it  «»trered  a  pic- 
ture that  W!is  not  without  some  of  the  strongest  and  nio^t  ple.'us- 
ing  feature**  *>(  ei\iliz:Uion.  The  c«»untry  ^as  what  is  termed 
"  MJling,"  fnmi  sonie  fan<'ied  resemblance  to  the  surtace  of  the 
ocean,  when  it  is  just  undulating  ^lith  a  long  *' ground-swell." 
Although  ^loodeil,  it  was  not,  as  the  American  forest  is  wont  to 
grow,  with  tall  stniiirht  trees  towering  tt>ward  the  light,  but 
with  intenals  lietween  the  low  oaks  that  were  srattered  pn>- 
fu.M'ly  over  the  view,  an<i  with  nm«h  of  that  air  of  negligenee 
that  one  in  apt  to  M-e  in  gnnintU,  where  art  is  matie  to  sib^ume 
the  character  o(  nature.  The  trees,  with  very  few  exceptions, 
were  what  is  called  the  **  burr-oak,''  a  small  variety  of  a  very 
extensive  ifenus;  and  the  spaces  lietween  them,  always  irregu- 
lar, and  often  **(  sin<;ular  beauty,  have  obtained  the  name  of 
••  opi-ninir** ;"  the  two  terms  cumbiiietl  giving  their  appellation 
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til  thi-^  particular  upecicA  of  native  forest,  under  the  name  of 
'•Onk  OpeningH." 

ThcAe  woods,  w)  peculiar  to  certain  districts  of  country,  are 
not  altogether  without  some  variety,  though  possessing  a  geii- 
ffral  character  of  sameness.  The  trees  were  of  very  uniform 
»ize,  being  little  taller  than  pear-trees,  which  they  resemble  a 
gocxl  deal  in  form  ;  and  having  trunks  that  rarely  attain  two 
feet  in  diameter.  Tlie  variety  is  produce<l  by  their  distribu- 
tion. In  places  they  stan<l  with  a  regularity  resembling  that  of 
au  orchard  ;  then,  again,  they  arc  more  scattered  and  less 
fonnal,  while  wide  breadths  of  the  land  arc  ocoasionally  seen  in 
which  they  stand  in  copses,  with  vacant  spaces,  that  bear  no  ^ 
ftmall  affinity  to  artificial  lawns,  being  covered  with  verdure. 
The  grasses  are  supposed  t^)  be  owing  to  the  fires  lighted  peri<><l- 
irnlly  by  the  Indians  in  order  to  clear  their  hunting-grounds. 

Towar«l  one  of  these  grassy  glades,  which  wan  spread  on  an 
almost  imperceptible  acvlivity,  and  which  might  have  containcil 
v»me  fifty  or  sixty  acn's  of  land,  the  rea<ler  is  now  rc«[uested  to 
tuni  his  eyes.  Far  in  the  wiMerness  as  was  the  spot,  four  men 
W4'n'  there,  and  two  of  them  had  even  some  of  the  appliances 
of  <Mvilization  about  them.  The  woods  around  \v«Te  the  then 
iin|>eople<i  f*)rest  of  Michigan ;  and  the  small  windini;  reach  of 
pl»«*id  water  that  was  just  visible  in  the  distance,  waK  an  elbow 
i»f  the  Kalamaz<M>,  a  beautiful  little  rivi»r  that  flows  westward, 
emptying  its  tribute  into  the  vast  exjianse  of  L'lke  Michigsm. 
Now,  this  river  has  already  become  known,  by  its  villages  ami 
farms,  and  railn>afls  and  mills;  but  then,  not  a  dwi>llin(;  o( 
more  pretension  than  the  wigwam  of  the  ln<lian,  or  an  «M»ea- 
sioDJii  shanty  of  some  white  adventurer,  had  ever  been  seen  <mi 
it4  hanks.  In  that  day,  the  whole  of  that  fine  peninsula,  with 
the  exception  of  a  narn>w  belt  «>t'  rountry  alt»nir  the  I)otn»it 
Uiver,  which  was  settled  by  the  French  as  far  b;u"k  an  lu'ar  the 
ebMM?  of  the  seventeenth  centur}',  was  litendlv  a  wihlenies-i.  If 
a  white  man  found  his  way  intt)  it,  it  was  a^  an  Indian  trader, 
a  hunter,  or  an  ailventurer  in  some  other  of  the  pursuits  ron> 
tj«ct^tl  with  l>i»r«Ier  life  and  the  habits  of  the  s.'ivaiTt"^ 
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Of  thin  last  charartcr  were  two  of  the  men  on  the  open  ^fhulc 
jiiRt  mentioned,  while  their  rompanions  were  of  the  race  of  the 
al»ori(rines.  What  is  much  more  remarkable,  the  four  were 
ab^lutely  ntranpcers  to  eacli  other's  faces,  having;  met  for  the 
first  time  in  tlieir  liveis  only  an  hour  previously  to  the  coni- 
meneenient  of  our  tale.  By  saving  that  they  were  stranjjers  to 
each  other,  we  do  not  mean  that  the  whit<*  men  were  act|naiut- 
ances  and  the  Indians  straii^rs,  but  that  neitlier  of  the  four 
hail  ever  seen  either  of  the  party  until  tliey  met  on  that  jrnissy 
g]a«Ie,  though  {ame  had  ma<le  them  somewhat  acquainted 
through  their  reputations.  At  the  moment  when  we  ilesin'  to 
pres4Mit  this*  group  to  tlie  imagination  of  tlie  re«ader,  three  of  itn 
nunil>er  were  gniveand  silent  obsen'crsof  the  movements  of  the 
fourth.  The  fourth  individual  was  of  middle  size,  young,  ai-tive, 
exceedingly  well  fonne<l,  and  with  a  certain  open  and  frank 
expres»*ii»n  <»f  <'ountenance.  that  reii<lered  him  at  least  well-l»M»k- 
ing.  though  slightly  marked  with  the  small-pi >x.  His  real  name 
was  IWnjamin  Boden,  though  he  was  extensively  known  ihrouirh- 
<Kit  the  north- western  territories  by  the  xoftrhjuet  of  Ben  Buzz 
— extensively  as  to  di^itantvs,  if  not  a-*  to  people.  By  the 
tvttftitffurM,  and  otlier  Frencli  of  that  reirion,  he  was  almost  uni- 
versally styled  If  yiown/oM,  nr  the '*  I>rone;'*  not,  however, 
from  his  iilleness  or  inai^tivity,  but  from  the  circumstance  that 
he  wa<«  notiiririus  fur  hiving  his  hands  on  the  products  of  labor 
that  pn.H'e(Mleil  fr<im  «>tlierH.  In  a  Hord,  ]>en  Boden  w:h  a 
•' bfc-hunter,"  and  as  Iw  was  «nie  i»f  the  tirst  to  excn»ise  his 
craft  in  that  portion  of  the  cmmtry,  m)  wa«4  he  infinitely  the 
most  skilful  and  prosprr<iu<i.  The  honey  of  ir  JJmtnlitu  was 
not  only  thuught  to  U*  piinT  and  of  ]ii«rlier  flavor  than  that  «»f 
any  othiT  trader  in  the  articli*,  but  it  was  much  the  m(»st  abun- 
dant. Tli«-re  wrn*  a  smre  i.»f  rc^iprrtable  families  on  the  two 
liHuk*!  of  the  iMritit,  ^h«i  m-vcr  pun*h:isoil  < if  any  one  else,  l>ut 
wh«i  patit-ntly  wait«*ii  for  the  arrival  nf  the  rapai-ious  bark  canoe 
of  Buzz,  in  tlu*  autumn,  to  lay  in  their  supplies  of  this  sjivory 
nutriment  fur  the  appri>:(cliing  winter.  The  whole  family  of 
^iddl«>  eakes  includint;   tlioM*  nf  buckwheat.   Indian  rice  autl 
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whoaten  flour,  were  more  or  lew  dependent  on  the  8afe  arrival 
of  le  Bourdon,  for  their  popularity  and  welcome.  Iloney  was 
eaten  with  all ;  and  wild  himey  hatl  a  reputation,  rightfully  or 
nf»t  obtained,  that  even  rendered  it  more  welcome  than  that 
which  waA  formed  by  the  labor  and  art  of  the  domesticated  bee. 

Tlic  drtHA  of  le  Bourdon  was  well  adapted  to  his  pursuits  and 
life.  He  wore  a  hunting-shirt  and  trowsers,  made  of  thin  stuif, 
whirh  was  dye<l  green,  and  trimmed  with  yellow  fringe.  This 
wan  the  ordinary  forest  attire  of  the  American  rifleman  ;  being 
of  a  character,  as  it  was  thought,  to  conceal  the  ]>erson  in  the 
w^Kwis,  by  blending  its  hues  with  those  of  the  forest.  On  his 
Wad  Ben  wore  a  skin  cap,  somewhat  smartly  made,  but  with- 
out the  fur ;  the  weather  being  wann.  His  moccasins  were  a 
goo<l  deal  wwught,  but  seeme<l  to  be  fading  under  the  exposure 
of  many  marches.  11  is  arms  were  excellent ;  but  all  his  martial 
accoutrements,  even  to  a  keen  long-bladed  knife,  were  suspend- 
ed trom  the  rammer  of  hi:<  rifle :  the  weapm  itself  l»eing  allowed  ^^ 
to  lean,  in  careless  confiilenco,  against  the  tnink  of  the  nearest 
oak,  as  if  their  master  felt  there  wtis  no  immediate  use  for 
them. 

Sol  so  with  the  other  three.  Not  only  was  each  man  well 
armcil,  but  each  man  kept  his  trusty  rifle  hugged  to  his  person, 
in  a  sort  of  jealous  watchfulness ;  while  the  other  white  man, 
fruni  time  to  time,  secretly,  but  with  great  miimteness,  exam- 
ined the  flint  and  priming  of  his  own  piece.  Tliis  second  pale- 
face was  a  verj-  different  pers<»ii  fn»m  him  just  dcsi^riU^d.  He 
wa-i  still  young,  tall,  sinewy,  gsmnt,  yet  springy  and  strong, 
st«M>ping  and  round-shouldered,  with  a  face  that  carried  a  ver}- 
decide*!  t4»|Hlight  in  it.  like  that  of  the  notorious  Hanlolph. 
Iq  short,  whiskey  had  dyed  the  countenance  of  <.fershom  War- 
iniT  with  a  tell-tale  hue,  that  did  n(»t  lcs>  infallibly  U^tray  his 
ilr*«tination  than  his  sja'cch  denoted  his  i>rigin,  whii.di  was 
clearly  from  one  of  the  stares  **f  New  Kiigland.  l>ut  ^Jer- 
•ihoiii  luid  bet»n  s<>  long  at  the  north- we^t  as  t«»  have  lost  ni:uiy 
uf  his  [peculiar  habits  and  (»pinions,  and  to  have  obtaineil  sub- 
«titutea. 
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Of  the  Iiitliunft,  one,  an  eMerly,  w»n-,  ex|K»riencc<l  warrior, 
was  a  Pottawattamie,  named  Elksfoot,  wlio  wjw  well  known  at 
all  the  trading- houses,  and  **  ffamsons"  of  the  north-western 
territory,  includinj^  Michi«jraii  as  li>w  down  as  Detroit  itself. 
The  other  red  man  was  a  youn;;  Chippewa,  or  O-jeb-way,  as 
the  eivilized  natives  of  that  nation  n(»w  tell  us  the  word  ^houM 
he  MpelK'd.  ilis  oniinary  appellation  ainoni;  his  own  )>eople 
w:is  that  of  I*iLr«*«»nswin^  ;  a  name  t>l»tained  fr»>m  the  nipidity  and 
lenf^h  of  his  flijrhts.  This  yoiinix  '"^n  win)  was  warecly  turned 
of  live-and-twenty,  had  alrea«iy  ohtiiined  a  hiiyh  reputation 
amoni;  the  nunienMi^  triU'-'  nf  his  nation,  as  a  messenger,  or 
*'  runniT.*' 

Aei'ident  had  hmujrht  these  four  pt^rsons  eaeh  and  all  stran- 
jrers  to  «ine  another,  in  eommunieation  in  the  jjhule  of  tlu'  C>ak 
Oprnintr^,  whieli  lias  already  been  mentioned,  within  half  an 
hour  of  the  weni»  wv  are  alnuit  to  present  to  the  n'ader. 
Althou<rh  the  renrontn?  hail  l»een  aoeompanied  hy  the  UMial 
preeaution-i  <»f  those  who  nn-ft  in  a  wilderness,  it  had  heeii 
friendly  so  far ;  a  einMnnitan«*e  that  was  in  si»me  nieasun*  owin;; 
to  thr  interest  they  all  took  in  the  oivupatii»n  of  thi*  het'diunter. 
The  three  others,  ind<-ed,  ha«l  c  >me  in  on  different  tmils,  huiI 
surprised  le  iiourdon  in  the  niiiUt  of  one  of  the  ni>>st  exritin<; 
fxliiliitions  of  Ilis  art — an  exhibition  that  awoke  so  mueh  and 
so  oomin«in  an  inter«.*«it  in  the  «»pi'ctat«»r4,  as  at  onee  to  plaee  it«* 
r4intimianec  f«»r  iho  nMuient  above  all  other  eon«tideration«. 
After  brief  siibilatioii^,  and  wary  examinations  of  the  spot  anci 
it-*  tenants,  eaeh  inilivi<jnal  Inul,  in  sueees^^ion,  tjiven  his  j^nive 
atteiili«in  to  what  wa<  i;<>ini;  on,  ainl  all  had  united  in  beir^in;^ 
Hen  lluzz  to  pursue  hU  «M'eupation,  withoi.t  regard  to  h\^ 
\iMtori.  The  eonversHti»in  that  took  plaee  was  partiv  in  Knir 
lioh.  an<l  partly  in  liiie  of  the  Indian  dialeets,  whieh  luekilv  all 
the  parties  upprared  t-i  under^tan<l.  As  a  matter  i>f  eourse, 
nith  a  **'*{*•  \'u'\\  t^  nbli'/f  the  p-aiier,  ne  shall  render  what  was 
sai«l,  frei'ly.  iitt«>  the  vernaeular. 

**  Ii«»t'- -ee.  li't'«  MM*.  Mfniitiivr"  erie«l  trershom,  emphasizini:^ 
tlie  syllabi*'  wo  have  f»nt  in  italics,  as  if  espeeially  to  betniv  his 


THE      OAK      OPBNIN08.  15 

or^fin,  **  what  you  can  do  with  your  tools.  IVe  heer'n  tell  of 
sacli  4loin*»,  but  never  »ecM  a  bee  lined  in  all  m}*  life,  and  have 
a  deHp*rate  fancy  for  lamin*  of  all  sorts,  from  'rithmctic  to 
preai'hin'." 

*'Tliat  comes  from  your  Puritan  blood/'  answered  le  Bour- 
dony  with  a  quiet  smile,  using  surprisingly  pure  English  for 
one  in  his  cUss  of  life.  **  They  tell  me  you  Puritans  preach  by 
instinct"' 

**  I  don't  knuw  how  that  is,"  answered  Gcrshom,  **  though  I 
can  turn  my  hand  to  any  thing.  I  heer'n  tell,  across  at  Bob 
Ruly  (Roin  BruU*)  of  sich  doin*s,  and  would  give  a  week's 
ke^p  at  Whiskey  Centre,  to  know  how  tVas  done.'' 

**  Whiskey  Centre"  was  a  Robri<jut't  bestowed  by  the  fresh- 
water sailors  of  that  region,  and  the  few  other  white  adven- 
turers of  Saxon  origin  who  found  their  way  into  that  trackless 
reirion,  firstly  on  Gerehom  himself,  and  secondly  on  his  resi- 
dence. Tliesi*  names  were  obtained  from  the  intensity  of  their 
re>j)ertive  character*,  in  favor  of  the  boviTage  named.  L^ran 
i/r  i/tor/,  was  the  placed  termed  !)y  the  vouat/rurx^  in  a  sort  of 
pleasant  travesty  on  the  eau  de  vie  of  their  distant,  but  still 
well-rememU'red  manufactures  on  the  banks  of  the  (»ar«^nne. 
Ben  Bo^len,  however,  p;ad  but  little  attention  to  the  drawling 
remarks  of  Gershom  Waring.  This  was  not  the  first  time  he 
had  heard  of  *'  Whiskey  ('entre,"  though  the  first  time  he  ha<l 
ever  8«en  the  man  himself.  His  attention  was  on  his  own 
trade,  or  present  t>ocupation  ;  and  when  it  wandered  at  all,  it 
was  principally  bestowed  on  the  Indians;  more  esprrially  on 
the  runner.  Of  Elk's  fi>ot,  or  Elksfoot,  as  we  prefer  t<»  spell  it, 
he  had  some  knowledge  by  means  of  nmior ;  and  tlie  little  he 
knew  reuder(*d  liim  si>mewhat  mon^  indiflerent  to  his  prtx*eed. 
ings,  than  he  felt  t<»ward  thosi*  »»f  the  Pigeonswing.  Of  this 
young  reiUkin  he  had  never  heard  :  and,  while  he  managed  to 

•  rbU  unftirtunatr  niui«,  wliU-h  It  may  W  DOi'i-s».iry  to  t.ll  a  |Mirtlou  i»f  "mr  n>a>l«'r* 
mrui*  "Uimt  wiiml,*'  ••'t*ni«  ci>DiK'ni[i«.-«l  U*  all  t-tn*  nf  b)iiin4-«  mixnic  thf  ltn.-iii«ti  k>( 
ib«  «ctt.  Ajnunit  otber  pn>num*Utli»n!«  i^  that  of  >*  R<*)>  Kuly  :"  whilr  an  i^Uml  iir.ir 
lWtn>it.  tbr  pr«»pi>r  nam*'  of  which  i«  "  Il<ii«  IllAor."  U  fAniiltorly  kn«mn  t*>  t*%*-  Ukc 
ourlB^rt  liT  th«  name  of  "  IV4.<»li>." 


\ 

16  THE      OAK      OPENINGS. 

8Upj>ref>8  all  exhibition  of  the  feeling,  a  lively  curiosity  to  learn 
the  Chippewa's  business  was  iippermost  in  his  mind.  As  for 
Gershom,  he  had  taken  hix  measure  at  a  glance,  and  had  in- 
stantly set  him  <lown  to  be,  what  in  tnith  he  was,  a  wandering, 
drinking,  reckless  a<lventurer,  who  had  a  multitude  of  vices 
and  bad  qualities,  mixed  up  with  a  few  that,  if  not  absolutely 
redeeming,  sene<l  to  diminish  the  di'*gu8t  in  which  he  might 
othen%i«*<»  have  been  held  by  all  decent  people.  In  the  mean- 
while, the  bee-hunting,  in  which  all  the  spectators  took  so 
much  interest,  went  on.  As  this  is  a  process  with  which  most 
of  our  rea<lers  are  probably  unacquainted,  it  may  be  neces- 
sar}-  to  explain  tlie  mothts  operandi^  as  well  as  the  appliances 
used . 

The  tools  of  Hen  Buzz,  as  Oershom  had  termed  these  imple- 
ments of  his  tra«le,  wi»re  neitluT  very  numerous  nor  very  com- 
plex. They  were  all  <'ontai!ie«l  in  a  small  covereil  wooden  pail 
like  thoHc  that  artisans  and  laborers  are  accustomed  to  carr}*  for 
the  puq)os<-s  of  eonvcyini^  their  ftn^d  from  place  to  place.  Un- 
coverini;  this,  le  Bourdon  had  brought  his  imjdements  to  view, 
pn^viou'ily  to  the  moment  nhen  he  was  tirst  seen  by  the  reader. 
Th«Te  was  a  small  I'overed  eup  of  tin  ;  a  wooden  box:  a  sort 
c^f  plate,  or  platter,  made  also  of  wood  ;  an«l  a  c«niimon  tum- 
bh'r,  of  a  very  inferior,  greenish  glass.  In  the  year  1812, 
there  w:ts  not  a  pane,  nor  a  vessel,  of  clear,  transpan'nt  glass, 
made  in  all  Ameriea  I  Now,  some  i^i  the  most  beautiful  man- 
ufartures  of  that  sort,  known  t«)  <iviliz;ition,  are  abundantly 
produced  anpaiL;  u*^.  in  eommon  \\ith  a  thousand  other  articles 
that  are  u-^ed  in  domeMi«'  eeononiy.  The  tumbler  of  Ben  Buzz, 
ln»wrvfr,  wa*  his  eountryniaii  in  more  yenst's  than  »»ne.  It  was 
n«it  «»nly  .\ni«*riean,  but  it  came  fn>ni  the  part  ^'^{  Pennsylvania 
i»f  whi«h  he  was  hiiiiM>lf  a  nativi'.  Bhirreil,  and  of  a  greenish 
hue.  till"  irla-s  \ia^  the  best  that  Pittsburg  could  then  fabri«*ato, 
and  \\v\\  had  b«niirhl  it  only  the  year  before,  on  the  very  spot 
where  it  liatl  bem  niaile. 

An  oak,  of  nion^  >!/!•  than  u^ual,  had  stood  a  little  remote 
fr«»ni   it-  fellow*,  or  more  within  the  opm  grouml   of  the  glade 
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ihan  the  rest  of  the  '^orchard."  Lightning  had  struck  this 
tree  that  very  summer,  twisting  off  its  trunk  at  a  height  of 
about  four  feet  from  the  ground.  Several  fragments  of  the  body 
and  branches  lay  near,  and  on  these  the  spectators  now  took 
ihetr  seatA,  watching  attentively  the  movements  of  the  bee- 
hantcr.  Of  the  stump  Ben  had  made  a  sort  of  table,  first  lev- 
elling its  splinters  with  an  axe,  and  on  it  he  placed  the  several 
implements  of  his  craft,  as  he  had  need  of  each  in  succession. 

The  wooden  platter  was  first  placed  on  this  rude  table. 
Then  le  Bourdon  opened  his  small  box,  and  took  out  of  it  a 
piece  of  honey-comb,  that  was  circular  in  shape,  and  about  an 
inch  and  a  half  in  diameter.  The  little  covered  tin  vessel  was 
next  brought  into  use.  Some  pure  and  beautifully  clear  honey 
was  poured  from  its  spout,  into  the  cells  of  the  piece  of  comb, 
until  each  of  them  was  about  half  filled.  The  tumbler  was 
next  taken  in  liand,  carefully  wiped,  and  examined,  by  holding 
it  up  before  the  eyes  of  the  bee-hunter.  Certiiiuly,  thert^  was 
little  to  a«lmire  in  it,  but  it  was  sutHcieiitly  transparent  to  an- 
swer his  purposes.  All  he  asked  was,  to  !>e  able  to  look 
thr«>ugh  the  glass  in  order  to  see  what  was  going  on  in  its  in- 
terior. 

Having  made  these  preliminary  arrangements.  Buzzing  Ben 
— for  the  sfjbriffuet  was  applied  to  him  in  this  fonn  quite  as 
often  as  in  the  other — next  turned  his  attention  to  the  velvet- 
like covering  of  the  grassy  glade.  Fire  hiul  run  over  the  whole 
region  late  that  spring,  an<l  the  grass  was  now  as  fresh,  and 
sweet  and  short,  as  if  the  place  were  pastured.  The  \^hite 
clover,  in  particular,  abounded,  and  was  then  just  bursting  forth 
into  the  blossom.  Varit>us  other  flowers  had  also  appeared, 
and  around  them  were  buzzing  thousands  of  bees.  These  in- 
du.'^triuus  little  animals  were  hard  at  work,  loading  themselves 
with  sweets  ;  little  foreseeing  the  rohben*  conteinpbted  by  the 
craft  uf  man.  As  le  Bounion  moved  stealthily  among  the 
flowers  and  their  humming  visitors,  the  eyes  of  the  two  red 
men  followed  his  smallest  movement,  as  the  cat  watches  the 
mouM* ;    but  Gershom  was  lesH  attentive,  thinking   the  whole 


18  THE     OAK      OPBXINOS. 

curious  enough,  but  preforring  whiftkey  to  all  the  honey  on 
i'arth. 

At  length  le  Bi>urdon  found  a  bee  tu  his  mind,  and  watching 
the  moment  when  the  animal  waH  hipping  sweets  from  a  head 
<»f  white  clover,  he  cautiously  placed  his  blurred  and  gn»en- 
looktng  tumbler  over  it,  antl  made  it  his  prisoner.  The  moment 
the  bee  fmiiid  its«>lf  encircleil  with  the  glass,  it  tuok  wing  and 
attempted  to  rise.  Tliis  carried  it  to  the  upper  part  of  its 
prison,  when  Ben  carefully  introduced  the  unoccupie<l  hand 
1>eneath  the  glass,  ami  retunie<l  to  the  stump.  Here  he  set  the 
tumbler  down  on  the  platter  in  a  way  to  bring  the  piece  of 
honey-comb  within  its  circle. 

So  much  done  successfully,  and  with  very  little  trouble, 
Ituzzing  1^*n  examined  his  captive  for  a  moment,  to  make  sure 
I  hat  all  wjts  right.  Then  he  took  oft' his  cap  and  placed  it  over 
tumbler,  platter,  honey-comb  and  bee.  lie  now  waited  half  a 
minute,  when  cautiously  raising  the  cap  again,  it  was  seen  that 
the  bee,  the  nionient  a  darkness  like  that  of  its  hive  came  over 
it,  had  lighted  on  the  comb,  and  commenced  filling  itself  with 
the  honey.  When  Den  took  away  the  cap  altogether,  the 
hea<l  and  half  of  the  b^xly  of  the  bee  was  in  one  of  the  cells, 
its  whi»le  attention  bving  bcMowed  on  this  unlooked-for  hoani 
of  tn*asun*.  As  this  was  junt  what  its  captor  wished,  he  con- 
sitlcred  that  part  of  his  work  accomplished.  It  now  lu'camc 
appanMit  why  a  glass  was  used  to  take  the  bee,  instead  of  a 
vcss<»l  of  wood  or  of  bark.  Transparency  was  necessary'  in  order 
to  watch  till*  movements  of  the  captive,  as  darkness  wa**  neces- 
sary in  onler  to  induce  it  to  eea«k»  its  etlorts  to  escajie,  and  to 
jH'ltle  on  the  comb. 

Ah  the  bei»  was  nt>w  intently  oerupied  in  tilling  itself,  Buz- 
zinir  Ben,  or  le  Bounjon,  did  not  hesitate  alnnit  n*m<»ving  the 
gla-*"*.  lie  even  venture«l  to  look  around  him,  and  to  make 
allot h(T  captive,  ^hi<'h  he  placed  over  the  comb,  and  managi'd 
;%>  he  liail  d«»ni'  with  the  first.  In  a  minute,  the  second  bee 
was  also  burietl  in  a  cell,  and  the  glass  was  again  riMuoved. 
I^'  Bourdon  now  signed  f«>r  his  ci»mpanions  to  draw  near. 
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••  There  ihoy  are,  hard  at  work  with  the  honey/'  he  said, 
i»|>oakin^  in  English,  and  pointing  at  the  bees.  **  Little  do 
they  think,  a^  they  ondermine  that  comb,  how  near  they  are  *^ 
to  the  iindeimining  of  their  own  hive !  But  so  it  is  with  us  \ 
all  I  When  we  think  we  are  in  the  highest  prosperity  we  may 
be  nearest  to  a  fall,  and  when  we  are  poorest  and  humblest,  we 
may  be  about  to  be  exalted.  I  often  think  of  these  things,  out 
here  in  the  wilderness,  when  Fm  alone,  and  my  thoughts  are 
ac/y»r.'' 

Ben  used  a  very  pure  English,  when  his  condition  in  life  is 
remembered ;  but  now  and  then,  he  encountered  a  word  which 
pretty  plainly  proved  he  was  not  exactly  a  scholar.  A  false 
irmphasis  ha»  sometimes  an  influence  on  a  man's  fortune,  when 
•joe  lives  in  the  world ;  but  it  mattered  little  to  one  like  Buz- 
zing Ben,  who  sehlom  saw  more  than  half  a  dozen  human  faces 
io  the  course  of  a  whole  summer  s  hunting.  We  remember  an 
Englishman,  however,  who  would  never  concede  talents  to 
Burr,  becau^  the  latter  said,  d  P  Americuine,  European,  instead 
of  Europc'an. 

•*  How  hive  in  danger  f '  demanded  Elksfoot,  who  was  very 
touch  of  a  matter-of-fact  person.  **  \o  see  him,  no  hoar  him — 
olse  ffet  some  honey.'' 

••  Honey  you  can  have  for  asking,  for  I've  plenty  of  it  alrea<iy 
in  my  cabin,  though  it's  somewhat  'arly  in  the  season  to  begin 
to  break  in  upon  the  htore.  In  genenil,  the  bee-hunters  keep 
back  till  August,  for  they  think  it  better  to  commence  work 
when  the  creatures'* — this  word  Ben  pronounced  as  accunitely 
as  if  brought  up  at  St.  James's,  making  it  neither  •*  eri'atur'  "  nor 
•'  rreat/K*re" — "  to  commence  work  when  the  creatures  have  had 
time  to  till  up,  after  their  winter's  feed.  lUit  I  like  the  old 
htf>ck,  and,  what  is  more,  I  feel  satisfied  this  is  not  to  be  a 
common  summer,  and  so  I  thought  1  would  make  an  early  start." 

.\s  Ben  said  this,  ho  glance<l  his  eyes  at  i*igeonswiiig,  who 
n'tunicd  the  lo<ik  in  a  way  to  prove  there  was  alreatly  a  secret 
intelligence  between  them,  though  neither  had  ever  >een  the 
Mli«*r  an  hour  iK'tore. 
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^'Waall''  exclaimed  Gcrsliom,  **this  Is  cur'ous,  I'll  allow 
that ;  yes,  it's  cur'ous — but  we've  got  an  article  at  Whiskey 
Centre  that'll  put  the  sweetest  honey  bee  ever  sucked,  altogether 
out  o'  countenance  I" 

**  An  article  of  which  you  suck  your  share,  friend,  I'll  answer 
for  it,  judging  by  the  sign  you  carry  between  the  windows  of 
your  face,"  returned  Ben,  laughing;  *M)ut  hush,  men,  hush. 
That  tirst  bee  is  iille<],  and  begins  to  think  of  home.  He'll  soon 
be  otf  for  If' me  If  Centre,  and  I  must  keep  my  eye  on  him. 
Now,  stand  a  little  aside,  friends,  and  give  me  room  for  my 
craft," 

The  men  complied,  and  le  Bourdon  was  now  all  intense  at- 
tention to  his  business.  The  bee  first  taken  had,  indeed,  filled 
itsi'lf  to  sHtiety,  and  at  first  seemed  to  be  too  heavy  to  rise  on 
the  wing.  After  a  few  moments  of  preparation,  however,  up 
it  went,  cin'ling  around  the  spot,  as  if  uncertain  what  course  to 
take.  The  eye  of  Ben  never  left  it,  and  when  the  insect  darted 
otf,  as  it  MM  Ml  dill,  in  an  air-line,  he  saw  it  for  fifty  yards  after 
the  others  had  lo^^t  sight  of  it.  Ben  took  the  range,  and  was 
silent  fully  a  minute  whilt*  he  did  so. 

*•  That  bee  may  have  lighted  in  the  comer  of  ytmder  swamp,'* 
he  «*aid,  pointing,  a<*  he  spoke,  to  a  bit  of  low  land  that  sus- 
tained a  growth  of  mu<*li  larger  trees  than  those  which  grew  in 
the  **  «»pening,'*  **  or  it  has  crossed  the  point  of  the  wood,  and 
stni«'k  across  the  prairi*'  bi'vond,  and  ma<le  for  a  bit  of  thick 
forcM  that  i^  to  be  t'ound  about  three  miles  further.  In  the  la^t 
«jLs«»,  I  vhall  have  my  trouble  for  nothing." 

•*  What  t'other  do  f '  <leniand(*<l  Klksfoot,  with  ver}*  obvious 
<-uri«»'»ity. 

'•  Sure  enough  :  the  other  gentleman  must  be  nearly  ready 
for  a  start,  and  we'll  hm»  what  road  he  travels.  'Tis  always 
an  a>'*i'itan<'e  to  a  bef-huntcr  to  g»»t  one  creature  fairly  off,  as  it 
helps  him  to  line  the  next  with  greater  sartainty." 

Ben  iroitlti  ^ty  a«'///rf,  and  wirtain,  though  he  was  above  say- 
ing rn-atoore,  orcreatur'.  This  is  the  ditFerence  between  aPenn- 
Mbaniau  and  a  Yankee.     We  shall  not  stop,  however,  to  note 
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aU  these  little  peculiarities  in  these  individual,  but  use  the. 
proper  or  the  peculiar  dialect,  as  may  happen  to  be  most  con- 
Ycnient  to  oarselves. 

But  there  was  no  time  for  disquisition,  the  second  bee  being 
now  ready  for  a  start  Like  his  companion,  this  insect  rose 
and  encircled  the  stump  several  times,  ere  it  darted  away  to- 
ward its  hive,  in  an  air-line.  So  small  was  the  object,  and  so 
rapid  its  movement,  that  no  one  but  the  bee-hunter  saw  the 
animal  after  it  had  begun  its  journey  in  earnest.  To  his  dis- 
i^pointment,  instead  of  flying  in  the  same  direction  as  the  bee 
flntt  taken,  this  little  fellow  went  buzzing  off  fairly  at  a  right 
angle  I  It  was  consequently  clear  that  there  were  two  hives, 
and  that  they  lay  in  very  different  directions. 

Without  wasting  his  time  in  useless  talk,  le  Bourdon  now 
caught  another  bee,  which  was  subjected  to  the  same  process 
m  those  first  taken.  When  this  creature  had  filled  itself,  it 
rose,  circled  the  stump  as  usual,  as  if  to  note  the  spot  for  a  sec- 
ond visit,  and  darted  away,  <lirectly  in  a  line  with  the  bee  first 
taken.  Ben  noted  its  flight  most  accurately,  an<l  had  his  eye 
on  it,  until  it  was  quite  a  hundred  yards  from  the  stump.  This 
he  was  enabled  to  do,  by  means  of  a  quick  sight  and  long 
practice. 

**  We'll  move  our  quarters,  friends,"  wiid  Buzzing  Ben, 
good-humored ly,  as  soon  as  siitislied  with  this  last  observation, 
and  gathering  together  his  traps  for  a  start.  **  I  must  angle 
for  tliat  hive,  and  I  fear  it  will  turn  out  to  be  across  the  prairie, 
and  quite  l>eyond  my  reach  for  to-day." 

The  prairie  allude<l  to  was  one  of  thost»  small  natural  mead- 
ows or  pastures,  that  an*  to  be  found  in  Michigan,  and  mav 
have  contained  four  or  five  thousand  acres  of  open  land.  Tbc 
lM»av>'  timlNT  of  the  swamp  mentioned,  jutted  int<»  it.  and  tbc 
|»4>int  to  l»e  determined  was,  to  as<'»>rtain  whether  the  bees  hail 
tlown  orir  these  tn'es,  toward  which  they  had  certain!)  gone  in 
an  air-line,  <»r  whether  they  had  found  their  hive  among  them 
In  onler  to  settle   this  material  (|uestion,    a  new   process  wjw 


l*r  THE      OAK      O  r  E  N  I  S  (»  8  . 

**  1  must  'angle'  tor  thcin  cliaps,"  repeated  Ic  Bourdon; 
*'aiid  if  you  will  go  with  me,  strangers,  you  shall  soon  see  the 
nieest  part  of  tlic  business  of  bee-hunting.  Many  a  man  who 
ean  Mine'  a  bee,  can  do  mithing  at  an  *anirle'." 

As  this  was  only  gibberish  to  the  listeners,  no  answer  wa^  , 
male,  but  all  prepared  to  follow  lien,  who  was  soon  ready  to 
change  his  ground.  The  bee-hunter  took  his  way  aeross  the 
optMi  gr«>und  to  a  point  t'ully  a  hundred  roils  distant  from  his 
first  position,  wheri*  he  found  another  stump  of  a  fallen  troe, 
whii'h  he  eonverted  into  a  stand.  The  j^iune  proeess  was  go!ie 
throu:;h  with  as  before,  and  le  l>ourdon  was  soon  watehing 
two  bees  that  liad  plunged  their  heads  down  into  the  eells  of 
the  eiuiib.  Nothing  eould  exered  the  gnivity  an<l  attention  of 
the  Indians,  all  tlii^  time.  Tliey  had  fully  comprehended  the 
^  buMUo-*  «»f  ••  lining"  the  insists  towanl  their  hives,  but  they 
eould  not  understand  the  virtue  t>f  the  **  angle.''  The  first 
bore  so  sinmg  an  atlinity  to  their  own  pursuit  of  game,  Jis  to  be 
very  obvious  to  their  senses  ;  but  tlie  last  included  a  speeie*  of 
iiiformation  tt»  which  ihry  wore  total  stnmgers.  Nor  were  they 
much  the  wi>er  after  le  Hourdon  ha<l  taken  his  ** angle;"  it 
reijuiring  a  sort  <»f  imlurtion  to  which  they  wert»  not  aeeus- 
t«»mfd.  in  order  to  put  tin*  •i«*veral  parts  <if  his  proceedinir<i  t«>- 
g'-lln-r.  and  to  draw  the  infen*in*<'.  As  tor  <  Jershoui,  ho  ati*e<*teii 
to  1h>  taniiliar  with  all  that  w:i>  g«>ing  on,  though  he  was  just  as 
ignonnt  as  tin-  Indian^  theiii'selvi's.  This  little  bit  of  hvpvHTisy 
w.'i*.  th«*  h«»m;iirf  )i,.  p;ii.l  to  his  white  liloi.d  :  it  being  very  un- 
sfi'iiiK.  a'-i-*irdini:  to  hi-  \ii'\v  of  the  mattiT.  t'«»r  a  pale-fa<"e  ni»t 
t'»  kn"^\  u\'*w  tlirin  a  r«*'Uki:i. 

Tin*  l"-iN  w.Ti-  s.iin,.  littli-  tiiH"  i!i  tilllMir  themselves.  At 
li'iJL'tli  «np-  of  tlifMi  r.iiiH'  out  of  hi<  I'l'll.  and  was  evidently  gi»t- 
tirii;  n-ail\  f'»r  hi*  tlii^d't.  Immi  luM'koned  to  the  spectators  X»* 
MiiU'l  fartluT  b:ii'k.  in  ^rdtT  to  i^jve  him  a  f;dr  «*hanci*,  and.  just 
:is  Ih'  liad  •loiii"  *».!.  till'  biN'  r«»M\  After  liummini;  ar«»un«i  the 
-tiiinp  f'»r  an  in-tant,  away  ihr  insi-rt  Hew,  taking  a  eouriO  al- 
iimM  at  riirliT  :ni.:N-s  t«»  th:it  in  whi.-li  !«•  Uourtbin  had  expei»te.l 
i-i  SIM'  it   tl\.      It   rtMjuin*.!   half  a  minute  f«»r  him  t.>  reeolle  l 
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that  tliU  little  creature  had  gone  off  in  a  line  nearly  parallel  to 
that  whicb  had  been  taken  by  the  second  of  the  bees,  which 
he  hnti  seen  quit  his  original  position.      The  line  led  across  the 
neighboring  prairie,  and  any  attempt  to  follow  these  bees  was  * 
hopeless. 

But  the  second  creature  was  also  soon  ready,  and  when  it 
darted  away,  le  Bourdon,  to  his  manifest  delight,  saw  that  it 
held  his  flight  toward  the  point  of  the  swamp,  into,  or  ot'er  » 
which  two  of  his  first  captives  had  also  gone.  This  settled  the 
doubtful  matter.  Had  the  hive  of  these  bees  been  beyond  that 
woo^J,  the  angle  of  intersection  would  not  have  been  there,  but 
at  the  hive  across  the  prairie.  The  reader  will  understand  that 
creatures  which  obey  an  instinct,  or  such  a  reason  as  bees 
poMess,  would  never  make  a  cun*ature  in  their  flights  without 
*-jme  strong  motive  for  it.  Thus,  twi>  bees  taken  from  flowers 
that  stood  half  a  mile  apart,  would  be  certain  not  to  cro«*  each 
other's  tracks,  in  rt»tuming  home,  until  thoy  met  at  the  com- 
mon hive  :  an<l  wherever  the  intersecting  angle  in  their  respec- 
tive flights  may  be,  there  would  that  hive  bo  also.  As  this 
ffjMwitory  of  sweetn  was  the  game  le  Bourdon  had  in  view,  it 
is  easy  to  see  how  much  he  was  pleasc<l  when  the  direction 
t.iken  by  the  last  of  his  bees  gave  him  the  necessary  assunince 
that  its  h«>me  would  certainly  be  toun*!  in  that  very  point  of 
den^o  wo.mI. 
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CIIAITEU  II. 

-  Ilt.w  dkJlftilly  it  buIMft  It*  nil. 
How  neut  it  bpivatls  thi-  wax. 
Ami  lahun  bani  to  »t»rc  it  wrll. 
With  the  Kwift  fuwi  it  iiiulki  i>." 

Watth'h  Hvvnh  in»i:  i  iiii.dkkn. 

The  next  tiling  was  to  ascertain  which  was  the  particular 
tree  in  which  the  bees  had  found  a  shelter.  Collectin»r  hi<  iin- 
pU'uient-s  le  Bourdon  was  soon  ready,  and,  witli  a  lijjlit  elasti** 
tread,  he  moved  otF  tt>ward  tlio  point  of  the  wood,  foliowetl  hy 
tlie  wliole  party.  Tlie  distanee  was  about  half  a  mile,  and  men 
so  much  accustomed  to  use  their  limhs  made  light  of  it.  In  a 
few  minutes  all  were  there,  and  the  hee-hunter  was  busy  in 
lookinix  ft»r  his  tree.  Tliis  was  the  <'oiisummation  of  the  whole 
pmcfss,  an«l  lien  ^as  not  only  provided  for  the  necessities  of 
the  <'ase,  but  he  was  well  skille*!  in  all  the  sij^ns  that  betokened 
the  abiides  nf  ln'e*-. 

An  unin*tni<te<l  per>«»n  miLrht  have  passed  that  point  of  wood 
a  thnU'^and  times,  without  the  lea>t  c<»nsriousne.ss  of  the  pre»- 
furv  of  a  '•iiiL^le  iiiM-et  «»f  the  sort  U;jw  sear»'he«l  for.  In  genend, 
the  bee*i  ll»\v  t'»«»  hiirh  !•»  be  easily  perceptible  from  the  ground, 
tliMiiirh  a  jiraetisetl  eye  can  tli>cerii  them  at  «listances  that  would 
aliiKM  M'lin  to  be  mar\elb»tiH.  p,ut  Imii  had  other  assistunt^ 
than  his  eyev  He  knew  that  the  tree  he  xnii^ht  must  be  hol- 
I'lW.  and  sueh  tree*  UMialU  irive  tuitwani  si;jns  of  the  defect 
t!:'it  I'xiMs  within.  Then,  N«»m<*  s|»eeies  of  wood  are  mon»  frc- 
ijtieiited  by  the  bci".  tliau  others,  whilc  the  in>tinet  of  the  indus- 
trious littl*'  rre;itiire'»  j^.-uenillv  enables  them  to  select  such 
homes  as  will  not  be  very  likely  t«>  destn»y  all  the  fruits  of  their 
in«h>'*try  by  an  untimely  fall.      In  all  these  particulars,  both  been 
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and  bce-hantcr  were  well  versed,  and  Ben  made  his  search 
mccordingly. 

Among  the  other  implements  of  his  calling,  le  Bourdon  had 
a  small  spy-glass ;  one  scarcely  larger  than  those  that  are  used 
in  theatres,  but  which  was  powerful  and  every  way  suited  to  its 
purposes.  Ben  was  not  long  in  selecting  a  tree,  a  half-decay- 
ed elm,  as  the  one  likely  to  contain  the  hive  ;  and  by  the  aid 
of  his  glass  he  soon  saw  bees  flying  among  its  dying  branches, 
at  a  height  of  not  less  than  seventy  feet  from  the  ground. 
A  little  further  search  directed  his  attention  to  a  knot-hole,  in 
and  out  of  which  the  glass  enabled  him  to  see  bees  passing  in 
streams.  This  decided  the  point ;  and  putting  aside  all  his  im- 
plements but  the  axe.  Buzzing  Ben  now  set  about  the  task  of 
felling  the  tree. 

**  iS/rawger,"  said  Gershom,  when  le  Bourdon  had  taken  out 
the  first  chip,  **  perhaps  you*d  better  let  me  do  that  part  of  the 
job.  I  shall  expect  to  come  in  for  a  share  of  the  honey,  and 
Fm  willing  to  'am  all  I  take.  I  was  brought  up  on  axes,  and 
jack-knives,  and  sich  sort  of  food,  and  can  cut  or  whittle  with 
Uie  best  chopper,  or  the  neatest  whittler,  in  or  out  of  New 
Englan^L" 

**  You  can  try  your  hand,  if  you  wish  it,'*  said  Ben,  relin- 
quishing tlie  axe.  **I  can  fell  a  tree  as  well  as  yourself,  but 
have  no  such  love  for  the  business  as  to  wish  to  keep  it  all  to 
inysel£" 

**  Waal,  I  can  say,  I  likf  it,"  answered  Gershom,  first  passing 
his  thumb  along  the  edge  of  the  axe,  in  order  to  ascertain  its 
state ;  then  swinging  the  tool,  with  a  view  to  tr}'  its  *  hang.' 

'*  I  can't  Niy  much  for  your  axe,  stranger,  for  this  helve 
has  no  tarve  to  *t,  to  my  mind ;  but,  sich  as  it  Is  down  must 
come  this  elm,  though  ten  millions  of  bees  should  set  upon  me 
for  my  pains." 

This  was  no  idle  boast  of  Waring's.  \V»>rthless  as  he  was  in 
ai>  many  respects,  ho  was  remarkably  skilful  with  the  axe.  as  he 
now  pDved  by  the  rapid  manner  in  which  he  severed  the  trunk 
of  the  large  elm  on  which  he  was  at  work,     lie  inquired  of 
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Hon  wlicrc  he  should  "  lay  the  tree,"  and  when  it  caine  clatter- 
ing; down,  it  fell  on  the  precise  spot  indicated.  Great  wan  the 
roiifusinn  amon^  the  bees  at  this  sudden  downfall  of  their 
l.mir-rherished  home.  The  fact  was  not  known  to  their  eneiuv, 
liut  tlu-y  had  iidiabited  that  tree  for  a  long  time  ;  and  the  prize 
11. >w  obtained  was  the  richo>t  he  h.i<l  ever  made  in  his  calling. 
As  for  the  insects,  thev  tille«l  the  air  in  clouds,  and  all  the  inva- 
4lers  deemed  it  prudent  to  withdraw  to  some  little  distance  for 
a  lime,  lest  the  irritated  and  wronged  bees  should  set  upon 
them  and  take  an  ample  revenge.  Had  they  known  their  power, 
thi.^  might  viisWy  have  been  done,  no  ingenuity  of  man  being 
al'leto  protect  him  against  the  assaults  of  this  insignificaut-look- 
iiig  aniimd,  when  unable  to  cover  himself,  and  the  atign'  littlo 
hcr<»es  ace  in  earnest.  On  the  present  oecjifrion,  however,  no 
harm  befell  the  marauders.  So  sud<leidy  had  the  hive  tumbled, 
that  its  late  occupants  appeared  to  be  jistounded,  and  they  sub- 
milted  to  their  fate  sw  men  yiyld  to  the  power  of  tempi'sts  anil 
earthquakes.  In  half  an  hour  most  of  them  were  collected  tm 
HU  adjacent  tree,  where  doubtless  a  consultation  cm  the  mode 
of  future  proceedings  was  held,  after  their  fashion. 

The  Indians  were  more  delighteil  with  le  Bourdon's  ingenious 
mode  of  disctivering  the  hive  than  with  the  richness  o1[  tho 
pri/c;  while  l>eii  himself,  and  ttershom,  manifested  mo^t  satLs- 
fai-li.Mi  at  the  amount  of  the  earnings.  When  the  tree  was  cut 
ill  picre>,  and  split,  it  wa»  ascertained  that  years  of  sweets  were 
('••iilaineil  within  its  capacious  cavities,  and  Hen  estimated  the 
jHirtinn  that  fell  to  hi<«  share  at  more  than  three  humlred  |Mmudrt 
of  go.id  liom'y — comb  included — after  deducting  the  portions 
that  ui-re  given  tt>  the  Indians,  and  which  were  abstracted  by 
(ier^h>>m.  The  three  hist,  however,  could  carry  but  little,  as 
tlicy  IukI  n<»  uther  means  of  bearing  it  away  tluin  their  own 
barks. 

The  h«»ney  wa.-^  imt  e»illecte<l  that  night.  The  ilay  was  too 
I'ar  a«lvaiiceil  fur  that ;  ainl  le  l>ourdon — certainly  never  wa* 
name  Icsa  merited  than  this  unhritin  t^  ;is  applied  to  the  active 
y«»ung  l»ee-hunter — but,   le  Ik>urdon,  to  give  him   his  quaiut 
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appellation,  offered  the  hospitalities  of  his  own  cabin  to  the 
iilnuiger%  promining  to  put  them  on  their  several  paths  the 
succeeding  day,  with  a  good  store  of  honey  in  each  knapsack. 

•*They  do  say  there  ar'  likely  to  be  troublesome  times,"  ho 
continued,  with  simple  earnestness,  after  having  given  the 
invitation  to  partake  of  his  h<»mely  fare ;  **  and  I  should  like  to 
hear  what  is  going  on  in  the  world.  From  Whiskey  Centre  I 
do  not  expect  to  learn  much,  I  will  own ;  but  I  am  mistaken  if 
the  Pigeonswing,  here,  has  not  a  message  that  will  make  us  all 
open  oar  ears.'* 

The  Indians  ejaculated  their  assent ;  but  Oershom  was  a  man 
who  could  not  express  any  thing  sententiously.  As  the  bee- 
honter  led  the  way  toward  his  cabin,  or  shanty,  he  made  his  ^ 
commenta  with  his  customary'  freeiiom.  Before  recording  what 
be  commanicated,  however,  we  shall  digress  for  one  moment  in 
order  to  say  a  word  ourselves  concerning  this  term  **  shanty." 
It  is  now  in  gi*neral  use  throughout  the  whole  of  the  United 
States,  meaning  a  cabin  that  has  l>eeu  constructed  in  haste,  and 
for  temporary  puqxjses.  By  a  license  of  speech,  it  is  o<'ca>ion- 
ally  applied  to  more  pennanent  residences,  as  men  are  known 
to  apply  fiimiliar  epithets  to  familiar  objects.  The  derivation 
of  the  won!  h:us  caused  some  speculation.  Tlie  term  certainly 
came  fr«>m  the  we>t — |>erhaps  from  the  north-west — and  the 
l»eiit  explanation  we  have  ever  heard  of  its  derivatii>n  is  to  suj>- 
po(k^  "  shanty,"  as  we  now  spell  it,  a  corruption  of  **  cA/Vii/tV* 
which  it  is  thought  may  have  been  a  word  in  Canadian  French 
phnse  to  express  a  **  dog-kennel."  **(-henil,"  we  believe,  is 
the  true  French  term  for  such  a  thing,  an<l  our  own  wonl  is 
•Mid  to  be  derived  frt>m  it — "  meute"  meaning  "a  kennel  of 
dogsi,**  or  '*  a  |MU'k  of  hounds,"  rather  than  their  tlwelling.  At 
anv  rate,  **  chiente"  is  so  plausible  a  s<duti<ai  <»f  the  tlifficulty, 
that  one  may  ho|K*  it  is  the  true  one,  even  though  he  has  no 
better  authority  ft»r  it  than  a  very  vague  rumor.  Curious  ilis- 
c**Terie»  are  sometimes  nia«le  by  these  nide  analogies,  however, 
though  they  an*  generally  thought  not  to  \>v  \eT\  near  akin  to 
learning.     For  oun«elves,  now,  we  do  not  entertain  a  doubt  that 
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the  sobriquet  of  **  Yankees,"  which  is  in  every  man's  moath, 
and  of  which  the  derivation  appears  to  puzzle  all  ourphilologiista, 
i»  nothing  hut  a  slight  corruption  of  the  word  **  Yengcese,"  the 
^  term  applied  to  the  **  English/'  by  the  tribes  to  whom  they 
first  became  known.  We  have  no  other  authority  for  this 
derivation  than  conjecture,  and  conjectures  that  are  purely  oar 
own ;  but  it  is  so  very  plausible  as  almost  to  carry  conviction, 
of  itself.* 

The  **  chicnte,"  or  shanty  of  Ic  Bourdon,  stood  quite  near  tc 
•^^  the  bsmks  of  tlie  Kalamazoo,  and  in  a  most  beautiful  grove  of 
the  burr-oak.  Ben  had  selected  the  site  with  much  taste, 
though  the  proximity  of  a  spring  of  delicious  water  had  proba- 
bly its  full  share  in  influencing  liLs  decision.  It  was  necessar}', 
moreover,  that  he  should  be  near  the  river,  as  his  great  move- 
mi'iits  were  all  made  by  water,  for  the  convenience  of  transport- 
ing his  tools,  furniture,  etc.,  as  well  as  his  honey.  A  famous 
hiirk  canoe  lay  in  a  little  bay,  out  of  tlie  current  of  the  stn.'aoi, 
K'curely  mo<»red,  head  and  stern,  in  order  to  prevent  lier  beat- 
ing against  any  «>bjcct  harder  than  herself. 

llie  dwelling  had  been  ronstructed  with  some  attention  to 
security.  Tliis  wits  remlcred  necessiiry,  in  s<»me  measure,  as 
Ben  had  found  by  exj»erience,  on  ac<*ount  of  two  classes  of 
enemies — men  and  bears.  From  the  first,  it  is  true,  the  bee- 
hunter  had  hitherto  aj»prehende<l  but  little.  There  were  few 
human  beings  in  that  region.  Tlie  northern  portitms  of  the 
noble  [K'nin>ula  of  Miehigan  are  somewhat  low  and  swampy,  or 
are  too  broken  and  savage  to  tempt  the  native  hunters  fn>m  the 
o|M'nings  and  prairies  that  then  lay,  insuoh  ri<*h  profusion,  further 
south  and  west.  With  the  exeeption  of  the  shores,  or  coasts, 
it  w:is  M*ld<»m  that  the  northern  half  of  the  peninsula  felt  the 
ft>otste[»  t>\'  num.  With  the  st»utheni  Imlf,  however,  it  was  very 
ditferi'nt ;   the  **  openings,'*  and  ghules,  and  watere<^urses,  ofTer- 

*  Mnn*  writini;  tbf  aNi\o.  iht-  auth<*r  htm  nu-t  with  nn  aIlii»ion  that  hit*  {mtuocd  kioi 
t"  think  hf  iiia>  ni»t  ha\«-Ui  n  the  rtn»t  In  •»«;;:«•*!  thi^«K-rivati«»nur  the  wonl  **  Yankr*." 
With  hltu*rlf.  tb«-  ^uctfi^ti'iti  it  iM-rfertl\  •■ri:;irinl.  uikI  has  luni;  Mnci*  Uvn  publish^ 
b>  hini;  l>ut  U"lhiu;:  is  iu<>rv  i*n>l>a)il«-  than  thf  r.u-t  that  %  ^tlution  (ki  verr  nutnrnl,  uf 
Ihl*  l<iflK-ill»|»utt^  <4iu*Miuii  in  lanifnAj:!-.  may  Uaw  itti^ifi'ittiMl  itK'lf  tu  various  mliMtsw 
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ing  almoflt  m  many  toinptation.s  to  the  savage,  as  they  have 
«nre  done  to  the  civilized  man.  Ncvorthcles-s  the  bison,  or 
the  buffalo,  as  the  animal  is  erroneously,  but  very  generally, 
termed  throughout  the  country*,  was  not  often  f  )und  in  the  vast 
lierds  of  which  we  read,  until  one  reached  the  great  prairies 
west  of  the  Mississippi.  There  it  was  that  the  red  men  most 
loved  to  congregate ;  though  always  bearing,  in  numbers,  but  a 
trifling  pro|)ortion  to  the  surface  they  occupied.  In  that  day, 
however,  near  as  to  the  date,  but  distant  as  to  the  events,  the 
Chippewas,  Ottawa^  Pottawattamies,  kindred  tribes,  we  believe, 
had  still  a  footing  in  Michigan  proper,  and  were  to  be  found  in 
cc»nsiderable  numbers  in  what  was  called  the  St.  Joseph's  coun- 
try, or  along  the  banks  of  the  stream  of  that  name  ;  a  region 
that  almost  merits  the  lofty  appellation  of  the  garden  of  Amer- 
ica. Le  Bourdon  knew  many  of  their  warriors,  and  was  much 
esteemed  among  them ;  though  he  had  never  met  with  either 
of  those  whom  chance  now  had  thrown  in  his  way.  In  general, 
he  suffered  little  wr»»ng  from  the  red  men,  who  wondcre<l  at  his 
<M'rupation,  while  they  liked  his  character ;  but  he  had  suh- 
t.'iiiiC4l  b)sses,  an<l  even  ill-treatment,  from  certain  outca^^ts  of 
the  tribes,  as  well  a**  from  vagrant  whites,  who  occa^^ioiially 
found  their  way  to  his  temporar}'  dwellings.  On  the  present 
o«N\a?*ion,  le  Bourdon  felt  far  more  uneasiness  from  the  circum- 
stance of  having  his  abode  known  to  (Jershom  Waring,  a  coun- 
tr}'man,  and  fellow-riiristian,  in  one  sense  at  lejist,  than  from 
it!*  In'ing  known  to  the  Chippewa  and  the  Pottawattamie. 

The  l)ears  were  con«;tant  and  <langerous  sources  of  annoyance 
to  the  bee-hunter.  It  was  not  oft«'n  that  an  anned  man — an<l 
It;  I^mnlon  wMom  iuovimI  without  his  rifle — has  much  ti>  ap- 
prehend fnmi  the  conimon  brown  bear  of  America.  Tliough  a 
formidable-looking  animal,  especially  when  full  thrown,  it  is  sel- 
dom bold  enoiighto  att.nck  a  human  being,  nothing  but  hunger, 
or  care  for  its  young,  ever  imlucing  it  to  go  so  much  out  of  the 
onlinary  track  of  its  habits.  But  the  love  of  the  bear  f«»r  honey 
amount^  to  a  pitHsinn.  Not  only  will  it  devise  all  S4»rts  of 
beansh  expedient-*  to  get  at  the  sweet  niorsrls   but  it  will  s«vnt 
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thciii  from  afar.  On  one  occasion,  a  family  of  Bruins  hail 
luoki>(l  into  a  shanty  of  Bon's  that  was  not  constructed  with 
sutKcicnt  care,  antl  consummated  their  burglar}'  hy  (h'molishinf^ 
the  hist  coinh.  That  dis:ister  ahnost  ruined  the  adventurer, 
then  quite  yoiiiii;  in  liis  calHn);;  and  ever  since  its  occurrence, 
he  ha4l  taken  the  precaution  to  build  such  a  citii«le)  a^  t»houId  at 
least  set  teeth  an*l  paws  at  dctiance.  To  one  who  had  an  axe, 
with  access  to  youn^  pines,  this  vtU'i  not  a  ditticult  task,  aft  was 
proved  by  the  present  habitiition  of  our  hero. 

Thi>  wa>  the  M'cond  s4'jL'*jn  that  \o.  Bourdon  had  occupied 
••('a-tie  Meal/'  as  he  hiniM-lf  called  the  shanty.  TIds  appella- 
tion wif<  a  corrn[itit)n  of  **  (ln'thau  an  Mid^"*  a  name  iriveii  t»» 
it  by  a  y^ixM  (»f  a  tuH/ai/rur,  who  luid  aided  Hen  in  ascending  the 
Kalania/oo  tlic  ])re\i«Mis  summer,  and  had  remained  Ion;; 
enoiigli  with  him  to  help  him  put  up  his  habitation.  Tlie  luiiUl- 
inir  wjis  ju>t  twelve  feet  square,  in  the  interior,  and  somewhat 
leH«»  than  f«iurtcen  on  its  exterior.  It  was  made  of  pine  logs,  in 
th**  usual  mode,  with  the  additional  security  of  poH««cs««ing 
root'  «»f  >ijnared  timbers,  <if  which  the  several  parts  were  so 
nieely  liite<l  t*M^rther,  a**  to  shed  rain.  Thi«*  unusual  precautitm 
wa**  rendered  ne<'essiry  to  protect  the  honey,  since  the  bears 
wiMiM  have  unroi.ifed  the  common  bark  coverings  of  the  shaii- 
ti«-N  with  the  r-.-adiiies^  of  human  beings,  in  onler  to  gi>t  at 
M«»n*i;i>  ;im|ile  je*  tlniM- w  hleh  the  bce-lniiiter  had  soon  collected 
beih-.ith  hi^  r«H.f.  There  wa'i  one  window  of  gljtss,  which  le 
]»<iiir<hiii  ha'l  i>ri>uirht  in  his  (*anoe  ;  th(»iigh  it  was  a  single  s;f«h 
i»f  *»i\  >niall  iiiiht'i.  that  opened  on  hiuixes  ;  the  exterior  In-ing 
pr.ito'teij  l»y  -ti»iit  b;ir>  of  riveh  «iak,  >ecnrely  let  into  the  hMfs. 
The  d<»or  wa*  iiiaile  of  three  thieknt-^sci  of  (wiken  plank,  pinneil 
Will  toi^fther.  anil  >\NiiiLriii;-r  •'»»  "^tout  iron  hinges  so  secured  an 
lift  t'»  be  easily  removed.  \\<  oiitsi.h*  fast eniiig  was  nmde  by 
mean-  <»f  tw.i  Ml  Hit  >ta|iles,  a  >lii'rt  piece  ol*  o\-ehain,  and  an 
unusually  III  aw  padloik.  N«>thitig  sli<»rt  of  an  ir4»n  bar,  and 
that  ileM-rly  a]>plieiL  eonld  I'uree  this  fastening,  (.hi  the  inside, 
three  |iar>  **i  oak  rendered  all  M'cure,  when  the  master  was  ai 

lloMIt'. 
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**You  set  cofwiiJ*ral>le  ftt4>re  by  your  lionoy,  I  froosis  iftroif- 
jTPf/'  Kiu\  (j^Tshom,  an  le  Bourdon  unlocked  the  fastenings  and 
n»nit>ved  the  eliain,  **if  a  Iwxly  may  judge  by  the  kear  (can) 
Tou  take  on't !  Now,  down  our  way,  we  an't  half  so  particular  ; 
Ifcdly  aod  BloMom  never  so  much  as  putting  up  a  bar  to  tho 
4loor,  CTen  when  I  sleep  out,  which  is  about  half  the  time,  now 
the  summer  is  Curly  set  in/' 

"  And  whereabouts  in  •  down  our  way/  if  one  may  be  so 
bohl  as  to  ask  the  question  ?"  returned  le  Bounlon,  holding  the 
door  half-opened,  while  he  turned  his  faee  toward  the  other,  in 
expectation  of  the  answer. 

*•  Why,  down  at  Whiskey  Centre,  to  be  sure,  as  the  v'y*ger- 
era  and  other  boatmen  call  the  place." 

'*  And  where  is  Whiskey  Centre  T*  demanded  Bon,  a  little 
pertinaciously. 

•'  Why,  I  thought  every  body  would  a'  known  that,"  an- 
swered Crershom ;  "sin*  whiskey  w  as  drawin'  as  a  blistor. 
Whi'^koy  (Centre  is  just  where  /  happen  to  live ;  hc'ui*  what  a 
ImmIv  may  cjdi  a  travellin'  name.  As  I'm  now  down  at  the 
ninuth  of  the  Kahunazoo,  why  Wliiskey  Centre's  there,  too.'* 

•*  I  understand  the  matter,  now,"  answered  le  Bonn  Ion,  com- 
posing his  well-fonned  mouth  in  a  sort  of  contemptuous  smile. 
•'  You  and  whiskey  l)eing  sworn  frienJs,  are  always  to  be  found 
in  com|)any.  When  I  came  into  the  river,  which  wjis  the  hist 
wei'k  in  April,  1  saw  nothing  like  whiskey,  nor  any  thing  like  a 
Centre  at  the  mouth." 

*' If  you'd  a'  l>e'n  a  fortnight  later,  «rm//ger,  youM  a'  found 
XntXh.  Travellin'  Centres,  and  stationary,  ditfers  somewhat,  I 
guess ;  one  is  always  U>  \ye  found,  while  t'«»ther  must  be  s'arched 
atcr." 

"  And  pray  who  are  Dolly  and  Blossom  ;  I  hope  the  hist  is 
n(»t  a  frhi»kftj  blossom  T' 

*•  Xot  she — she  never  touches  a  spoonful,  though  I  tell  her  it 
ne%er  hurt  mortal !  She  tries  hard  to  reas(»ii  me  into  it  that  it 
hurtA  nu — but  that's  all  u  mistake,  as  any  Uxiy  can  see  that  jest 
l«Hiks  at  me." 
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Ben  did  look  at  him  ;  antl^  to  say  tnith,  came  to  a  somewhat 
different  conclusion. 

'*  Is  she  so  blooming  that  you  call  her  *  Blossom  ?'"  demand- 
ed the  l>ee-hunter,  **  or  is  she  so  young  ?" 

"  Tlie  galV  a  little  of  both.  Dolly  is  my  wife,  and  Blossom 
i'*  my  sibter.  Tlie  real  name  of  Blossom  is  Margery  Waring, 
but  even'  body  calls  her  Bl«»ssom ;  and  so  I  gi'n  into  it,  with 
thf  rest  on  'em." 

It  is  probable  that  le  Bourdon  lost  a  good  deal  of  Ids  interest 
in  this  tli>\ver  of  the  wiMemess,  as  soon  as  he  learned  she  was 
S4>  nearly  n-lated  to  the  Whiskey  ("cntre.  Gershom  was  so 
ver}'  uninviting  an  objert,  anil  had  so  many  palpable  marks,  that 
lie  had  fairly  earned  the  nickname  whirh,  Jis  it  afterward  ap- 
peared, the  western  adventurers  had  given  ///m,  as  well  as  his 
affpfff,  wherever  the  la^-t  might  1m\  that  no  one  (if  decently  sober 
hal)its  could  rejulily  fan<'y  any  thing  belonging  to  him.  At  any 
rate,  the  bee-hunter  now  led  the  way  into  his  cabin,  whither  he 
^ji«N  followed  without  unnecessary  ceremony,  by  all  three  of  hi** 
gtieM-*. 

The  interior  <>f  the  '*r///\ ;////'  t«>  use  the  most  poetical,  if  not 
the  mo>t  aiM'unite  wonl,  was  singularly  elean  for  an  establish- 
ment >et  up  by  a  b.-ichcl<»r,  in  so  remote  a  part  of  the  world. 
The  honey,  in  neat,  welI-con<tructed  kegs,  was  carefully  piled 
ali»ng  one  side  (»f  the  ajKirtment,  in  a  way  to  occupy  the  mini- 
niMin  of  room,  and  to  be  rather  ornaiiiental  than  unsightly. 
TlieM-  keg"*  were  made  by  le  Bounl«»n  himself,  who  had  acj|uirei| 
a>  nnnh  »»f  the  art  a**  wa**  n«'«M'»ary  ti»  that  object.  Tlie  wof^iN 
always  furnished  the  mat4riaN :  and  a  pile  of  staves  that  was 
]»i;ned  beneath  a  neighburiuLr  tree,  suttieicntly  <lenoted  that  he 
•  liil  in't  yet  deem  that  p^Tti^Mi  of  hi>  ta'^k  ciMUjilcte*!. 

In  one  e«»rner  of  the  hut  wa-*  a  piK-  of  well-dresse<i  bear-skins. 
th:e«'  in  number,  eaeh  and  all  of  whi.'h  had  been  taken  fnmi 
th.*  eanaHM-s  *>(  fallen  f«»eN  within  the  la-^t  two  months.  Three 
niiii-  \wre  >tret«'he.l  nii  s^iplirigs  i»car  by,  in  the  process  of  cur- 
ing. It  was  a  material  part  <»f  the  bee-hunter's  craft  to  kill  this 
:i':int:il.  in  |»;irtieiil:ir  :  and  the  tri>phies  <»f  his  eonfliets  with  them 
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were  proportionably  numerous.  On  the  pile  already  prepared, 
he  uftually  slept 

There  wan  a  very  rude  table,  a  single  board  set  up  on  sticks ; 
and  a  bench  or  two,  together  with  a  wooden  chest  of  some  size, 
completed  the  furniture.  Tools  were  suspended  from  the  walls, 
it  is  true ;  and  no  less  than  three  rifles,  in  addition  to  a  very 
neat  double-barrelled  "shot-gun,"  or  fowling-piece,  were  stand- 
ing in  a  comer.  These  were  anns  collected  by  our  hero  in  his 
different  trips,  and  retained  quite  as  much  from  affection,  as 
fn)m  necessity,  or  caution.  Of  ammunition,  there  was  no  very 
great  amount  visible ;  only  three  or  four  horns  and  a  couple  of 
pouches  being  suspended  from  pegs:  but  Ben  had  a  secret 
store,  as  well  as  another  rifle,  carefully  secured,  in  a  natural 
migaxine  and  arsenal,  at  a  distance  sufficiently  great  from  the 
chinttey  to  remove  it  from  all  <langer  of  sharing  in  the  fortunes 
oi  his  citadel,  should  disaster  befall  the  last 

The  cooking  was  done  altogether  out  of  doors.  For  this 
e^f^ntial  comfort,  le  Bourdon  had  made  very  liberal  j)rovision. 
He  had  a  nmall  oven,  a  suffi«*iently  convenient  fireplace,  and  a 
st4»rehouse,  at  hand ;  all  placed  near  the  spring,  and  beneath 
the  nhade  of  a  magnificent  elm.  In  the  storehouse  he  kept  his 
barrel  of  flour,  his  barrel  of  siilt,  a  stock  of  smoked  or  drietl 
meat,  and  that  which  the  woodsman,  if  accustomed  in  early 
life  to  the  settlements,  prizes  most  highly,  a  half-barrel  of 
pickled  pork.  The  bark  canoe  had  sufficed  to  transp«»rt  all 
these  stores,  merely  ballasting  handsomely  that  ticklish  craft ; 
and  its  owner  relied  on  the  honey  to  perform  the  s;imo  t>ffi<'e  on 
the  return  voyage,  when  trade  or  consumption  should  have  di*- 
prf>?»ed  of  the  various  articles  just  name«l. 

The  rt'.'Kler  may  smile  at  the  word  **  trade/'  and  ask  where 
were  those  to  be  foun<l  who  <m)u1«1  be  parties  to  the  traffic.  The 
va*t  lakes  and  innunii-rable  rivers  of  that  n»gion,  however,  re- 
mote as  it  then  wjis  fmm  the  onliiiary  abodes  of  civilized  man, 
offered  facilities  for  communication  that  the  active  spirit  of 
tnule  would  be  certain  not  to  neglect.  In  the  first  place,  there 
were  always  the  Indians  to  barter  skins  and  furs  aiif:iin«*t   po>»- 
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<ler,  Io.'mI,  rifl<'s,  Mankcts,  and  unhappily  **  fire-water."  Then, 
the  white  men  \*ho  peni'tratcd  to  those  semi-wild!*,  were  alwavA 
readv  to  **di«*ker"  and  to  **  swap/'  and  to  *•  trade''  rifles,  and 
wat  lu's.  and  h  hatover  else*  they  might  happen  to  possess,  almost 
to  their  wives  and  children. 

Hut  we  >hould  be  (h»injj:  injustiee  to  le  Bourdon,  were  we  in 
any  manner  to  <'onfound  him  with  the  **  diekerinjj"  raoe.  lie 
was  a  hee-liunter  <juite  as  uniAi  through  love  of  the  wilderness 
and  love  of  a«lv»'nture,  as  throuj^h  love  of  ^ain.  l*rt>fital>le  he 
had  eiitainly  lound  tlie  empl«)yment,  or  he  probably  would  not 
hav4'  pursued  it ;  but  tlu-re  was  many  a  man  who — nay,  most 
nii'n,  ev.'u  in  his  own  humble  elass  in  life — would  have  deemed 
hi**  liln'ral  «'arnin^s  tn«)  hardly  obtained,  when  gsiined  at  the 
expt'n-ie  «»f  all  int«Tei>urso  with  tlieir  own  kind.  But  Buzzin^r 
IV'U  l«>veii  thr  "^ilituile  of  his  situation,  its  luizards,  its  <piietude, 
n*rn'\cd  by  pa-Mni;  nKunents  of  hijjli  excitement;  ami,  most  of 
all,  tin-  Hi«lf-r»-lianee  that  was  indi>pens:ible  equally  to  his  success 
and  hi>  liaj>pine>s.  Wi»man,  as  yet,  liail  m-ver  exercised  her 
witi'liery  ov<T  him,  aiitl  rvcry  day  wits  his  pas<;ion  for  dwellin*; 
aloii«'.  and  f«»r  enjoyimr  the  straiiirf',  but  certainly  most  alluring, 
ph-a-^urc-^  «»f  the  woods,  incrca>in«^  and  ixainin^  strcn^h  in  liia 
boMHii.  Ii  \ia>  wldoin,  ni»w,  that  lie  held  intercourse  even 
with  the  Iii'lian  tribes  that  «luelt  near  his  orra^ional  places  of 
huiitini;:  an<l  t'nMjuently  had  be  ^hiftell  his  ground  in  order  to 
avniil  roHi*iiin,  howrver  fritMnlIy,  witli  whites  who,  like  himsi>lf, 
wrre  pu>hin;;  tlu-ir  Immble  fortunes  abmj;  the  sh«»res  of  tho^io 
inland  sea-*,  \\bi«li,  ns  yrt,  w^re  ran-ly  indred  whiteneil  by  a 
sail.  In  tlii^  n-^p^'ct,  r>odcn  and  Warinjr  wen*  the  ver\'  <inti|N>- 
d«-  •»f  ea<-h  otht-r;  <nTsln»m  bi-int;  an  inveterate  gossip,  in  de- 
topitr  "f  hi'i  atta-hni  nl  to  a  va^^rant  and  border  life. 

Tin-  dutii-4  «»f  h"-pitalit\  are  rar4'Iy  fonri.tten  among  lK>rder 
nt<-ii.  The  inhabitant  <>f  a  t'>wn  may  \*><v  his  natural  disposi- 
ti»»n  t»  r.-c«'i\,'  all  uho  ntb-r  at  hi**  board,  under  the  pn*ssure  of 
^iM-ii'ty  :  but  it  \^  ♦•nly  in  mM>t  extraonlinary  excepti<»ns  that 
th<*  fpuitiiT  man  i-*  ever  kn<>\\n  ti>  be  inhospitable.  lie  lias 
litth*  i«»  otfrr.  but  that  litih'  i«*  seldom  withheld,  eitlier  through 
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pniilcncc  or  ni^jfgardlinesg.  Under  this  feeling — wo  mii^ht  call 
it  habit  a!«> — le  Bounlon  now  set  himself  at  work  to  place  on 
the  table  8U<'h  food  as  he  had  at  coumiand  and  ready  cooked. 
The  meal  which  he  soon  pressed  his  guests  to  share  with  him, 
was  composed  of  a  good  piece  of  cold  boiled  pork,  which  Ben 
hail  luckily  cooked  the  day  previously,  some  bear's  meat  roasted, 
a  fragment  of  venison  steak,  both  lean  and  cold,  and  the  remains 
of  a  <luck  that  had  been  shot  the  day  before,  in  the  Kalamazoo,  \ 
with  bread,  salt,  and  what  was  somewhat  unusual  in  the  wilder- 
ness, two  or  three  onions,  raw.  The  hist  dish  was  highly 
relished  by  Gershom,  and  was  slightly  honored  by  Ben  ;  but 
the  Indians  passed  it  over  with  cold  inditference.  The  dessort 
consisted  of  bread  and  honey,  which  were  liberally  partaken  of 
by  all  at  table. 

Little  was  said  by  either  host  or  guests,  until  the  supper  was 
finished,  when  the  whole  party  left  the  chiente,  to  enjoy  their 
pipes,  in  the  cool  evening  air,  beneath  the  oaks  of  the  grove  in 
which  the  ilwelling  stoo<L  Their  conversiition  began  to  let  the 
parties  kuow  something  of  each  other's  movements  and  ehara- 
ters. 

**J'r/f«  are  a  Pottawattamie,  and  you  a  Chippewa,''  said  le 
B<»urdon,  a«*  he  courteously  handed  to  his  two  re<l  giie>ts  pi|K-. 
of  theirs,  that  he  had  just  stutfed  with  some  of  his  own  t«>bai«**» 
— '*  I  believe  you  are  a  sort  of  cousins,  though  your  tribes  ar  • 
called  by  different  names." 

•*  Nation,  Ojebway,"  returned  the  elder  Indian,  holding  u]»  i 
finger,  by  way  of  enfonring  attention. 

**  Tribe,  Pottawattamie,"  added  the  nmner,  in  the  s,iim' 
nontentious  manner. 

**  Baccy,  gtxMp — put  in  the  senior,  by  way  of  showing  he 
was  well  contente<l  with  his  comforts. 

**  Have  you  nothin'  to  drink  f  demanded  AMiiskey  (Vntre, 
who  saw  no  great  merit  in  any  thing  but  *  tire-wator.' 

"There  is  the  spring/' retume<l  le  l><jurdon,  gnively  :  **a 
gourd  hangs  ag:iinst  the  tree." 

Gershom  made  a  wrv  face,  but  he  k\\(\  not  move. 
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**  I»  there  any  news  stirring  among  the  trihcs  ?*'  askoil  the 
iKJo-hunter,  waiting,  however,  a  decent  inten'al,  lest  he  might 
l»c  supposi^'tl  to  betray  a  womanly  curiosity. 

Elksfoot  puffed  away  some  time  before  he  saw  fit  to  answer, 
resening  a  salvo  in  belialf  of  his  own  tlignity.  Then  he  removed 
the  pipts  shook  off  the  ashes,  pressed  down  the  fire  a  little, 
gave  a  reviving  draught  or  tw<»,  and  quietly  replied — 

**  Ask  my  young  brother — he  nioncr — he  know." 

But  Pigo<»nswing  seeme«l  to  be  little  more  communicative 
tlian  the  Pottawattamie.  He  smoked  on  in  quiet  dignity, 
while  the  bee-hunter  patiently  waited  for  the  moment  wlien  it 
might  buit  his  younger  guest  to  speak.  That  moment  <lid  not 
arrive  for  some  time,  though  it  came  at  last  Almost  five 
minutes  after  filksfo<»t  had  made  the  allusion  mentioned,  the 
Ojcbway,  or  Chippewa,  removed  his  pipe,  also,  and  looking 
r4»urt«MHi>ly  round  at  his  host,  he  said  with  empluLsis — 

**  lia«l  sunnncr  come  soon.  Pale-faces  call  young  men  toged- 
<lcr,  and  <lig  up  hat-j-het.'' 

'*  I  had  heanl  something  <»f  this,"  answen*d  lo  Bounlon,  with 
a  >;idileiieil  countenance,  **  and  was  afraid  it  might  happi'n." 

"  My  brother  dig  up  hatchet  too,  eh  ?"  dcmimded  Pigeons- 
wing. 

'*  Why  shouhl  I  ?  I  am  alone  here,  on  the  Openings,  ami 
it  woul«l  st'cm  foolish  in  m<»  to  wish  to  tight." 

•Mint  tio  tribe — ni»  OJ4bwjiy  — no  Pottawattamie,  eh  ?'' 

*'  I  have  my  triln*,  as  well  as  another,  Chippewa,  but  can  see 
no  UM»  1  ran  be  to  it,  here.  If  the  Knglish  and  Americ-an^  fight, 
it  iihM  be  a  long  way  from  this  wibleniess,  and  on,  or  near  the 
great  s;ilt  lake." 

**I>on't  know — nebber  know,  'till  see.  English  warrit»r 
pli'iity  in  Canada." 

**Tli;it  may  be;  but  American  warriors  are  not  plenty  lien\ 
This  j'i'Uijtrt'  is  a  wilderness  and  there  are  no  soldiers  here- 
abouts, to  cut  each  others  lhr»»at«i/' 

•*  What  you  t'ink  him.'"  asked  Pigeonswing,  glancing  at 
(•er>h«>m  ;   wh«»,  unaMe  to  forbear  any  longer,  ha*!  g<»ne  t»»  tlio 
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p^|»Tlng  to  mix  u  cup  from  a  small  supply  tUjit  ^till  reinaijied  of 
lilt!  liquor  wHb  which  be  bad  left  home,     **Got  prottj  goud 

*'  I  suppose  it  b  as  good  m  aoother'a — but  he  and  I  ara 
ectuutiymeUf  and  we  cannot  miw5  tliO  tornahawk  on  one  auutht^r." 

•*Don*t  t'bk  so.     Plenty  Yankee,  him  1"    X 

Le  Board  cm  smiled  at  this  proof  of  Pij^ons  wing's  na^cUy, 
thoogh  he  felt  a  good  dettl  of  nnciwiiDef*  at  the  purport  of  his 
discourse, 

**Yon  are  ngh%  enaagh  in  thtifj^^  he  answered,  **  hut  I'm 
plenty  of  Yankee,  too<" 

"  No,  don't  sfty  io,^^  returned  the  Cbippewa — ^"  no,  inuistii't 
ifty  dai.     Engtkh  ;  no  Yankee.     Jiim  nut  a  bit  like  you/*  ^ 

**  Why,  we  are  unlike  each  other,  in  some  respects,  it  is  trat?,      ^ 
though  we  liTv  cnTifitrvmeii,  TiotwitliBtaudiiig',     My  gniat  father 
lives  at  Washington,  as  well  as  his." 

The  Chippewa  appeared  to  be  disappointed ;  perhaps  he  ap- 
peared sorry,  too ;  for  le  Bourdon's  frank  and  manly  hospitality 
had  disposed  him  to  friendship  instead  of  hostilities,  while  his 
admissions  would  rather  put  him  in  an  antagonist  position.  It 
was  probably  with  a  kind  motive  that  he  pursued  the  discourse 
in  a  way  to  give  his  host  some  insight  into  the  true  condition 
of  matters  in  that  part  of  the  world. 

"  Plenty  Breetish  in  woods,"  he  said,  with  marked  delibera- 
tion and  point.     "  Yankee  no  come  yet." 

'*  Let  me  know  the  truth,  at  once,  Chippewa,"  exclaimed  Ic 
Bourdon.  **  I  am  but  a  peaceable  bee-hunter,  as  you  see,  and 
wish  no  man's  scalp,  or  any  man's  honey  but  my  own.  Is 
there  to  be  a  war  between  America  and  Canada,  or  not  ?" 

"  Some  say,  yes ;  some  say,  no ;"  returned  Pigeonswing, 
evasively.  **My  part,  don't  know.  Co,  now,  to  see.  But 
plenty  Montreal  belt  among  redskins ;  plenty  rifle ;  plenty 
powder,  too." 

*'I  heard  something  of  this  as  I  came  up  the  lakes,"  rejoined 
Ben;  *'and  fell  in  with  a  trader,  an  old  acquaintance,  from 
Canada,  and  a  good  friend,  too,  though  he  is  to  be  my  enemy. 
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:i"i*'»r.liir  t  »  l.r.v,  \ilio  pavo  mo  t«»  iin<K'rstjin<l  that  the  Hiimnior 
v*«»iiM  ii«»l  lT'i  i>\4?r  without  lili»\\s.  Still,  thfv  all  '«<'i.*iii4mI  to  he 
a«»HM-|i  at  Mackinaw  (Mirliilimai-kiiKH")  as  I  pa'tM-J  thorof" 

•*  W'liki*  u)>  pri'ttv  y«"»ii.     Canada  w.nrrior  take  tort." 

*•  It'  I  thoiii^ht  that,  (.'hippcwa,  1  W4)ul«l  hu  utY  thisi  hle.*■^e^^ 
hii^ht  to  irivf  thr  alarm." 

'*No— t'iiik  liftt«T  ot'.lat.'' 

*Mmi.  I  w.MiliK  if  I  tiinl  fi»r  it  X]w  ni'xt  hour  I" 

**'riiik  lu'ttir — hr  ii«»  sinli  to«»l,  I  t«'li  y<»u.' 

••  Aihl  I  trll  \nM  rii;iM.ii>\\ ini;,  that  iro  I  wouM,  if  the  whole 
(>j<)i\\:iy  iiati«>ii  \«a**  oii  my  trait.  I  am  an  American,  ami 
imaii  to  Maiiil  !•'.  my  own  peiijili-,  <'omc  what  will." 

••'r«»ui:hi  \oii  .mix  |M'a«'»al»K'  hee-huiiter,  ju«»t  now,"  rett>rlo«i 
tin-  <'liip|M'\\;»,  a  littli*  sina^ieally. 

IJ\  ihi^  time  Ir  I*nnir«l"n  hail  >o!newhat  e<»«»leil,  and  he  l»e- 
i-ami-  r«.ii-.'i..w<  of  hin  iiiili'*>-n-tii>n.  He  knew  cnoujj^h  of  tin* 
lii*l"ry  of  tin-  |»;i^t,  to  1m«  fully  a  wan*  that,  in  all  ]»eri<Mi«4  4»f 
Airnri'  an  hi-tory.  tin-  KiiL:li>h,  and,  tor  that  matter,  the  Frem-h, 
til. I.  «...  l..nir  a^  tln-y  hail  |Mi^«.c«»».io!is  «»n  this  «'nntinent,  never 
"o-niplttl  alMiiit  <'m|ilo\iiii/ the  sava<ri's  in  their  rontiiets.  It  is 
1::ii'.  that  theM-  hii^hly  {>o]i^h«>il,  and.  \m*  may  jnMly  add,  huniaiie 
nali>'ii — (t".r  «:i«h  i-,  «»utof  all  tjueMion,  entitled  ti»tliat  eliara'*- 
ti-r  in  till'  --ali-  of  eiiinparative  humanity  as  between  e(»miiiniii- 
til-,  aifl  eaih.  if  yi»u  will  tak**  its  own  aee<»niit  of  the  matter, 
^tainl-  at  tin-  h«  atl  *»(  <-i\iIi/ation  in  this  n'^pert) — w«)uld,  ni»t 
wiih^t.indiiiir  tlh>e  iiiifh  i'laim>,  earry  <»n  lln-ir  Annrinut  wars 
h\  th  •  au"'n'\  of  thi*  tomahawk,  the  sralpin«r-knite,  and  tlio 
hrau'l.  linl-'^'ii*.  tln.Uirli  j^r-niouiu'eil  hy  tiur^'he?*  on  ourM'lve-*, 
•MiUM't  i-raM-  tin-  -taiii^  of  hliMiij.  Kv4'n  down  to  the  pre>eiit 
h  'iir.  a  il.'.i'l  d«M-.,  n-'t  ••I'^.-un- thi*  political  atmo^^phere  hetweon 
Khi;lan>l  ah'l  Ann-ri'-a.  that  it*.  i'\i-t«n«-e  may  n^'t  he  dist'overeil 
•  >ii  tIj'-  pntirii'*.  h\  a  m«<\fmiiit  anionj;  the  Indians.  The  piilxj 
that  i«.  t"  Im-  flit  //<./-..  !«.  a  *iire  indii-ation  «»f  the  Mate  of  iho 
nlati.Mi^  ieiwriiithr  p.irti.«..  K\iTy  «»ne  kiiow-that  the  savage, 
in  hi*  wariiiir,  -lax-  l-'th  -r\«-<  anil  all  ai;i-^:  that  the  door-pt»<«t 
of  till-  t'r.ihiiiT  i:i!>iii  i^  d'  tiU-d  hy  tlie  Mond  tif  the  inlant,  whuso 
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brains  have  Imh^d  dashed  against  it ;  and  that  the  smouldering 
ruins  of  li>g-hou!tc{i,  oftener  than  not,  cover  the  reinain8  of  their 
tenants  Bot,  what  of  all  that  ?  Brutus  is  still  **  an  honorable 
nuui/*  and  the  American,  who  has  not  this  sin  to  answer  for 
among  his  numberless  transgressions,  is  reviled  as  a  semi-barl)a- 
rian !  The  time  is  at  hand,  when  the  Lion  of  the  West  will 
draw  his  own  picture,  too ;  and  fortunate  will  it  be  for  the 
characters  of  some  who  will  gather  around  the  easel,  if  they  do 
not  dwcovcr  traces  of  their  own  lineaments  among  his  labors. 

The  feeling  engendered  by  the  character  of  such  a  warfare,  is  ( 
the  secret  of  the  deeply-seated  hostility  which  penades  the  •' 
breast  of  the  Wentern  American  against  the  lan<l  of  his  ances-  T 
tors.  lie  never  sees  the  Times,  and  cares  not  a  rush  for  the 
mystifications  of  tlie  Quarterly  I^view ;  but  he  rememWrs 
where  his  mother  was  brained,  and  his  father  or  brother  tortured ; 
aye,  and  by  whose  instmmentality  the  foul  deeds  \\cre  mainly 
done.  Tlie  man  of  the  world  can  understand  that  such  atroci- 
ties may  be  committed,  and  the  (>eople  of  the  otfendinf;  nation 
remain  ignorant  of  their  existence,  and,  in  a  measure,  innorent 
of  the  guilt;  but  the  sufferer,  in  his  proviix^ial  practice,  makes 
no  snch  distinction,  confounding  all  alike  in  his  ri'senttnonts, 
and  including  all  that  bear  the  hated  name  in  his  maledictions. 
It  is  a  fearful  thing  to  awaken  the  anger  of  a  nation ;  to  excite 
in  it  a  desire  for  revenge  :  and  thrice  is  that  danger  niagnitied, 
when  the  people  thus  aroused,  |K>ssess  the  activity,  the  resoun*es, 
the  spirit,  and  the  entt»rprise  of  the  Americana.  We  have  been 
openly  derided,  and  that  recently,  because,  in  the  fulness  of 
oar  sense  of  power  and  sense  of  right,  language  that  ex<'eeds 
any  direct  exhibition  of  the  nati4)na1  strength,  has  esi^afH^d  the 
lips  of  legislators,  and,  perhaps  justly,  has  exposo<i  them  to  the 
imputation  of  boastfulness.  That  derision,  however,  will  not 
soon  be  n*i>eatiMl.  The  scenes  enacting  in  Mexico,  faint  as 
they  are  in  comparison  with  what  would  have  lH»en  seen,  hail 
hostilities  taken  another  direction,  place  a  fH^rpetual  pig  in  the 
months  of  all  scoffers.  The  child  is  passing  fnun  the  gristle 
iDt4>  the  bone,  and  the  next  generation  will  not  even  laugh,  as 


// 
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<loe8  the  present,  at  any  idle  and  ill-considered  menaces  to 
coerce  this  republic ;  strong  in  tlie  consciousnesA  of  its  own 
power,  it  will  treat  all  such  faufaronades^  if  any  future  HtatoA- 
man  should  be  so  ill-advised  as  to  renew  them,  with  silent  indif- 
ference. 

Now,  le  Bourdon  was  fully  aware  tliat  one  of  the  surest  pulses 
of  approaching  hostilities  Ix'tween  Enghind  and  America,  was 
to  be  felt  in  the  far  wc^t.  If  the  Indians  were  in  movement, 
some  power  was  pn>bably  beliind  the  s<*enes  to  set  them  in 
motion.  Pigeonswing  wiis  well  known  to  him  by  reputati<»n  ; 
and  there  wjis  that  about  the  man  wliich  awakened  the  most 
unpleasant  appri'lieuMons,  and  he  felt  an  itching  desire  to  Icani 
all  he  eonbl  from  him,  without  betraying  any  more  of  his  own 
feelings,  if  that  were  possible. 

**  I  do  not  think  the  Britisli  will  attempt  Ma<'kinaw,"  Ben 
remarked,  after  a  long  pause  and  a  good  deal  of  smoking  had 
enabU'd  liiin  to  assume  an  air  of  safe  inditferenre. 

**<;ot  him,  I  tell  you,''  answered  Pigeonswing,  pointedly." 

**(Jot  what,  (Mnppewaf' 

'*llim — Mac-iiaw — grut  fnrt — g«»t  so'gers — got  whole  island. 
Know  dat,  fi»r  been  dere." 

Tliis  was  a'^tounding  news,  indeed  I  The  commanding  <»f!iccr 
of  that  ill  starred  garrison  coubl  \\o\  himself  have  been  nioro 
astonished,  when  he  was  unexpeetedly  summoned  to  surrender 
by  an  enemy  wlio  app«'ared  to  start  out  of  the  earth,  than  was 
le  Bourlun,  at  hearing  this  intelligen<'e.  To  western  notion^, 
Mi<'hiliniarkiiia«'  was  another  (ilbraltar,  although  really  a  place 
of  vt-ry  little  Mn-iiirlh.  aii<I  garrisi>ned  by  only  <»!ie  small  com- 
pany •  »!'  ngular*.  Still,  hal»it  had  given  the  fortress  a  sort  of 
s;iiH-!ity  anioiiif  the  ailvt-ntun-rs  of  that  region  :  and  its  fall,  even 
in  the  »iiiiled  j»art^  of  the  eountry,  sounded  like  the  l  ss  4>f  a 
pro\inc<'.  It  is  ii«iw  kunwn  that,  anticipating  the  niovemont^ 
of  tlif  Americans,  soim*  three  hundretl  whites,  sustained  by 
more  than  twirr  that  nuniltcr  (»f  Indians,  inclutiing  warriors 
frt»ni  nearly  every  a«lja«ent  triln',  had  surpriseil  the  post  on  the 
17th  i>f  July,  and  compelled  the   subaltern   in  commai^d,  with 
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some  fifty  oilil  men,  to  snirendcr.  Tliis  rnpid,  and  highly 
miliUry  measure,  on  the  part  of  the  British,  completely  cut  off 
the  pt»st  of  Chicago,  at  the  head  of  Lake  Michigan,  leaving  it 
ivjiated,  on  what  wa^  then  a  very  remote  wildeniess.  Chicagr), 
Mackinac,  and  I>etr<iit,  were  the  three  grand  stations  of  the 
Americans  on  the  upper  lake;*,  and  here  were  two  of  thoiii 
virtually  gone  at  a  blow  ! 
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CHAPTER  III. 


" Hoi  whfr«  ht'ri'? 

If  any  thin;:  tliat'n  civil,  t^itvak ;  if  Mi\'afref 

T.oko,  iir  lcn«l " 

Ctmbkuttk. 


Not  aiiuUier  syllable  d'u\  lo  Boiinlon  utter  to  the  Chippewa, 
or  the  Chippewa  to  him,  in  that  sitting,  touchinp^  the  important 
evi.'iit  just  roininuiiicated.  Each  carefully  avoii]e<l  manifefltin^ 
any  further  interest  in  the  suliject,  hut  the  sinokinj^f  continue«l 
f«»r  soini'  time  after  the  sun  had  set.  As  the  shades  of  even - 
in^r  ln'^an  to  j^ather,  the  Pottawattamie  arost*,  shook  the  a^^hes 
fr«nn  hW  pipe,  pave  a  grunt,  ami  uttered  a  word  or  two,  hy 
way  of  aiinounrinp  his  disposition  to  retire.  On  this  hint, 
]>en  went  into  the  eahin,  s]>read  his  skins,  and  intimati^d  to  his 
pu<"«ts  that  their  l»ed>  were  ready  for  them.  Few  compliments 
pass  :imon;r  Inirder  m**n  on  sueh  occasions,  and  one  after  an- 
i>\luT  dn»p[Md  off,  until  all  were  stretched  on  the  skins  but  the 
master  4»f  the  ph'ue.  He  rem<iined  up  two  lioura  later,  ninii- 
natinir  on  the  state  of  thinir* ;  when,  perceiving  that  the  night 
wa-*  wearing  on,  he  al>o  found  a  nesf,  and  sj.mght  his  repose. 

Nothing  nri'urn'd  to  disturb  the  occupants  of  **  Ciistle  Meal/' 
a««  1«*  l^>urd<>n  lauirliinLcIy  <-alleil  his  cabin,  until  the  return  of 
day.  If  then-  wt-rc  any  bears  scenting  around  the  place,  as 
ot't«n  tM'currcd  at  niirht,  their  in>tiiirt  nni-t  have  apprisi»d  them 
that  a  lanre  riint"on*i'nient  was  present,  ami  <'aused  them  to 
dft'er  th«ir  attack  t*»  a  nmre  favorable  opportunity.  The  fir«l 
al*'"»t  next  m«»rninLr  \^.i>  the  bee-hunter  himself,  who  arose  and 
left  his  rabin  just  a-*  the  earliest  streaks  of  4lay  wert»  ap|)earing 
in  the  east.  .\hh«'ngh  dwelling  in  a  wildi*rnes.s  the  *' opon- 
ihjif*"  had  utit  the  ehanicter  of  on li nary  forests.  The  air  circu- 
la*«-H  freely  iM'ieith  their  naks,  the  miu  peiietnites  in  a  thousand 
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places  and  gn»»  growj*,  wild  but  verdant  There  was  little  of 
the  dampnesH  of  the  virgin  woods;  and  the  inor^iing  air, 
tliough  cool,  a^  is  ever  the  case,  even  in  midsutniner,  in  regions 
Ktill  covered  with  trees,  was  balmy ;  and,  at  that  particular 
s|N»t,  it  came  to  the  senses  of  le  Bourdon  loaded  with  the 
sweet«  of  many  a  wide  gla<le  of  his  favorite  white  clover.  Of 
ci»urso,  lie  hsn\  placed  his  cabin  near  tliose  spots  where  the  in- 
se«*t  he  sought  most  abounded  ;  and  a  fragrant  site  it  proved  to 
be,  in  favorable  conditions  of  the  atmosphere.  Ben  had  a  taste 
f»r  all  tlie  natural  advantages  of  his  abode,  and  was  standing  in 
eDJuyiiient  of  its  placid  beauties,  when  some  one  touched  his 
elbow.  Turning,  quick  as  thought,  lie  perceived  the  Chip-  \  '^' 
fKfwa  at  his  side.  That  young  Indian  luul  approached  with  the 
noiseless  tread  of  his  people,  and  was  now  anxious  to  hold  a 
private  communication  with  him. 

"  Pottawattamie  got  long  ear — come  fudder — "  said  Pigeons- 
wing;   "go  civ>k-h<mse — t'ink  we  want  breakfast" 

IU*n  did  as  dci*ire<l :  an«l  the  two  were  soon  side  by  side  at 
tin'  spring,  in  the  outlet  of  which  they  made  their  ablutions — 
thr  red*<kin  being  totally  without  paint.  When  this  agreeable 
ot!i««c  Wits  ]H*rfonncd,  each  felt  in  better  condition  for  a  confer- 
ence. 

'*  Klkfoot  got  l»elt  from  Cana<la  fiwlder,"  connnonood  the 
C'hip]K*w;i,  with  a  sententious  allusion  to  the  British  pr«>pi>nsity 
to  keep  the  savages  in  pay.  **' Know  he  got  him — kuote  he 
keep  him.'* 

*•  And  you,  Pigeou'iwing — by  your  manner  of  tilking  I  had  ^■ 
set  you  down  for  a  king's  liijin,  too.'" 

•'  Ttt/k  s«i — i\o  feti  bit  so.     J///  heart  Yankee." 

'•  And  have  you  not  had  a  belt  of  wampum  sent  you,  as  well 
as  the  rest  of  them  r 

•'  l)at  true — gt»t  him — <lon't  keep  him." 

**  What  I  did  you  dare  to  sentl  it  back  f 

**An't  fi»ol,  dough  yt»ung.  Keep  him;  no  keep  him. 
Keep  him  for  Canada  fadder;  no  keep  him  for  Chip|>ewa 
!»nive." 
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"  What  liave  you  then  done  with  your  beltf 

**  Bun'  him  where  nobody  lind  him  di^  war.  No — Waub- 
kenewh  no  hole  in  heart  to  let  kinj^  in/' 

I'igeonswing,  a**  this  younj;  Intlian  was  commonly  called  in 
his  tribe,  in  consec^uence  of  tlie  rapidity  of  his  movement, 
when  employed  asanmner,  had  a  murh  more  respectable  nam-.*, 
and  one  that  he  ha^l  fairly  earned  in  some  «>f  the  f«>rays  of  bin 
people,  but  whii'h  the  eonniioiialty  had  ju>t  the  sjime  indisposi- 
tion  ti»  use,  as  the  Frencli  have  to  call  Marshal  Soult  the  Due 
de  I>almatie.  The  last  may  be  the  most  lu»nt»rable  title,  but  it 
is  not  that  by  which  he  is  the  best  known  to  his  countrymen. 
Waub-kc-newh  was  an  appellation,  notwithstanding,  of  which 
the  young  Chippewa  was  ju^tly  proud ;  and  he  ofti*n  asserte«l 
Ids  right  to  use  it,  as  sternly  us  the  old  hero  of  Toulouse  assert- 
ed his  right  to  Ids  duchy,  when  the  Austrians  wished  to  style 
him  "le  Manehal  Due  Soult." 

**And  y«»u  are  frientlly  to  the  Yankees,  and  an  enemy  to  the 
nMl-roats  i" 

Waubkenewh  grasju'd  the  han<i  of  le  Bourdon,  and  squeezed 
it  linnly.     Then  he  saiil,  warily  — 

**  Take  fare — Klkfoot  fiiend  of  Blackbird;  like  to  look  at 
Canada  bflt.  <fot  medal  of  king,  too.  Have  Yankee  S(*alp, 
byf'm  by.     Take  ran*  -  must  speak  \n\\\  when  Dlkfoot  near." 

"  1  iM'i^in  to  uiid<-r>tand  you,  Chippewa ;  you  wish  me  to  be- 
lieve that  tj-,n  are  a  friend  to  Ann'ri»*a,  and  that  the  Tottawat- 
tamii'  i>  not.  If  this  be  so,  why  have  you  held  thi'  speech  that 
you  di«l  la^t  night,  an<l  si'enuMl  to  be  on  a  war-path  mfaimtt  my 
<N»uiitrvini-n  f" 

"Pat  LT^Hid  way,  eh  f  Elktoot  <len  t'ink  me  ftis  friend — dat 
vrry  it'mmI  ill  war-time. *' 

"  But  U  it  true,  or  faUe,  that  Mackinaw  is  taken  by  the 
British  r 

••  Pat.  tnn*  too  — i^one,  an«l  warrior  all  prisoner.  Plenty 
Winnrbagit,  plmty  Pottawattamie,  plenty  Ott<»wa,  plenty  red- 
frkin,  dt-rr." 

•*  .\nd  the  <  'hippt'w:L«i .'" 
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"Some  Ojcbway,  too" — ^answered  Pigeons  wing,  after  a  re- 
loctant  paoflc.  '*  Can't  all  go  on  same  path,  this  war.  Hatchets, 
M>mehow,  got  two  handle— one  strike  Yankee ;  one  strike  King 
Geoige," 

"  Bnt  what  is  yoar  bosiness  here,  and  where  arc  you  now 
going,  if  yon  are  friendly  to  the  Americans.     I  make  no  secret    V^ 
of  my  feelings — I  am  for  my  own  people,  and  I  wish  proof  that 
TOO  are  a  friend,  and  not  an  enemy.'' 

**  Too  many  question,  one  time,"  returned  the  Chippewa,  a 
little  distastefully.  "  No  good  have  so  long  tongue.  Ask  one 
question,  answer  him — ask  anoder,  answer  him,  too." 

**  Well,  then,  what  is  your  business,  here  ?" 

"Go  to  Chicago,  for  gen'raL" 

"  Do  you  mean  that  you  bear  a  message  from  some  Ameri- 
can general  to  the  commandant  at  Chicago  T' 

'* Just  so— dat  my  business.  Guess  him,  right  off;"  he,  he, 
he. 

It  Lh  so  seldom  that  an  Indian  laughs  that  the  bec-liuntc>r 
was  startled. 

*'  Where  is  the  general  who  has  sent  you  on  this  errand  ?" 
ho  demanded. 

"lie  at  Detroit — got  whole  anny  dert — warrior  plenty  as   \ 
oak  in  opening." 

All  this  was  news  to  the  bee-hunter,  and  it  caused  him  to 
muse  a  moment,  ere  he  proceeded. 

"  Wliat  is  the  name  (»f  the  American  general  who  Ikis  sent 
you  on  this  path  f"  he  then  demanded. 

'*  Hell/'  answere<l  the  Ojebway,  ijuietly. 

*^  Hell !  You  mean  to  give  his  Indian  title,  I  suppose,  to 
>how  that  he  will  prove  dangerous  to  the  wicked.  Hut  how  is 
he  called  in  our  own  t4mgue  C 

**  Hell — tiat  he  name — good  name  for  so'ger,  eh  f 
'*  I  lK.*lieve  I  understand  you,  Chippewa — Hull  is  the  name 
of  the  governor  of  the  territor}-,  and  you  mu«it  have  mistaken 
the  sound — is  it  not  s«i  f" 

"Hull — Hell— don't  know — just  same— one  g«Kid  as  t'oUier.** 
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*'  Yes,  OHO  will  do  :i.s  well  as  the  other,  if  a  hody  only  anikT- 
MainU  you.     So  Gtivcrnor  Hull  has  sent  you  here  ?" 

*' No  pihhenior— jjfeneml,  tell  you.  CJot  big  army — plenty 
warrior — cat  Ilreesh  up  I" 

**  Now,  Chippewa,  aii^^wer  inc  one  thinjif  to  my  likin\  or  T 
hliall  set  you  <lown  as  a  man  with  a  forketl  tonprue,  thougli  you 
<io  call  yourself  a  frieu«l  of  the  Yankees.  If  you  have  l>ecn 
sent  fr4>in  1  Detroit  to  Chieago,  why  arc  you  m»  far  north  sw 
this  i  Why  are  you  liere,  on  the  hanks  of  the  Kalamazoo, 
wlien  ynur  path  ought  to  lead  you  more  toward  the  St.  J<»- 

s*'ph's  r 

**  licen  to  Mackinaw,  (jren'nd  say,  first  go  to  Ma<*kinaw  and 
see  wid  nnn  eye  how  garris<.»n  <lo — den  gf)  to  ChiHigi>,  an«!  tell 
warrior  dcK*  whfit  hapjien,  and  how  he  best  manage.  Un4ler- 
stan'  ilat,  IJourdon  i'* 

*'  Ay,  it  all  s<iunds  well  enough,  I  will  acknowleilge.  Yi»u 
have  been  to  Mackinaw  to  l(»<»k  about  you,  there,  and  having 
Si'eii  things  with  your  own  eyes,  have  started  for  CMiieJig«»  to 
gi\«'  y<»ur  knowledge  to  the  (*t>nimandant  at  that  place.  Xtiw, 
n^Nkin,  havi-  you  any  proi>f  of  what  you  siiy  ?" 

For  >i»nH'  rea-^on  that  tlw  bee- hunter  e«»uld  not  yet  fathom, 
tin-  Chipprwa  w.Ls  particularly  anxious  either  to  obtain  his  ron- 
fidfinT,  or  to  dr.-eive  him.  Whi<*h  he  w:is  attempting,  w:w 
not  yi't  iiuitc  appan'ut  :  but  that  one  or  (»ther  w;is  uppcnun-^t 
ill  hi«i  iniuil,  V»vu  thouirht  was  beyond  dispute.  As  s<»on  as  the 
(pieMiiiii  la>t  n;inied  \v:i^  put.  however,  the  Indian  l<N>ke<l  thii- 
tioU'-ly  :ir<»niiil  him.  a**  if  to  !u*  evrtain  then*  were  no  s{»eetat<>rs. 
Then  he  r:irefully  opcMied  his  tobuectHpoueh,  And  extrieated 
tVom  the  <-entre  of  the  cut  weeil,  a  letter  that  was  ndled  into 
the  oniallt-M  «'<)nipa'»>  to  atlmit  of  this  niode  of  eoneealmont, 
:iiid  whi.-h  was  encircled  by  a  thread.  The  htst  Removed,  the 
li  ttt-r  was  unroIUd.  ami  its  MiperM-ription  expf»sed.     llie  ad- 

.jre-s  wa>  t'»  '•(*aptain lleaM,  T.  S.  .\rmy,  e<#innianding 

a!  <  *liic:ii;«»."  In  one  cnriuT  were  the  wi»rds  **On  public  iht- 
\ici'.  by  l*igei»n^\\iiiLr."  All  ihi^  w:i.s  submitted  to  the  U»c- 
hunter,  wh*i  read  it  with  hi**  own  eye**. 
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"Dat  prKxl" — a^IcLvl  the  Chippewa,  pointedly — "  dat  tell 
init' — W\iv\e  him  r 

Le  Bourdon  grasped  the  haml  of  the  Indian,  and  gave  it  a 
hearty  sc|ucezo.  Tlien  he  8aid  frankly,  and  like  a  man  who  no 
l^iiiger  entertained  any  doubts — 

**  I  put  faith  in  all  you  say,  Chippewa.     That  ia  an  officer's 
letter,  and  I  now  nee  that  you  are  on  the  right  side.     You 
playM  Ki>  deep  a  game,  at  first,  how'aever,  that  1  didn't  know 
exactly  what  to  make  of  you.     Now,  as  for  the  Pottawattamie     v 
—do  you  set  him  down  as  friend  or  foe,  in  reality  ?" 

*'  Enemy — take  your  scalp — take  my  scalp,  in  minute— only 
aui*t  catch  him.     lie  got  belt  from  Montreal,  and  it  look  liaiid-   \ 
some  in  his  eye." 

*'  Which  way  d'ye  think  he's  travelling?  As  I  understood 
you,  lie  and  you  fell  into  the  same  path  within  a  mile  of  this 
Tcrj-  spot.     Was  the  meeting  altogether  friendly  ?" 

'*  Yes ;  friendly — but  a*»k  too  many  question — too  much 
squaw — a^k  one  tjucstion,  den  stop  for  answer." 

'*  Vcrj'  true — I  will  remember  that  an  Indian  likes  to  do 
one  thing  at  a  time.  Which  way,  then,  do  ytui  think  he's 
travelling  ?" 

**  l>on't  know — on'y  guess — guess  he  on  path  to  Blackbird." 

*'  And  when*  is  Bla^'kbinl,  an<l  what  is  he  about  ?" 

••Tw«i  question,  dat  I"  retunie<l  the  Chippewa,  smiling,  and 
hoMing  up  two  of  his  fingers  at  the  same  time,  by  way  «>f  re- 
buke. '*  Blackbinl  on  war-path ; — when  warritir  on  dat  jKith, 
he  take  scalp  if  can  get  him." 

'*  But  where  is  his  enemy  ?  Then*  are  no  whites  in  this  part 
uf  tlie  country,  but  here  and  there  a  trader,  or  a  trapper,  or  a 
bee  hunter,  f)r  a  foyo/;fwr." 

•*  Take  hi»  walp — all  scalp  g*»od,  in  war  time.  An't  |Kirtic'- 
lar,  d«iwn  at  Montreal.     What  y«)U  call  garrison  at  Cliifiigo .'" 

•'  BUckbiiil,  you  then  think,  may  Ik*  moving  \\\>*n\  Chicago. 
In  tliat  ease,  Chippewa,  you  should  outrun  this  Pottawattamie, 
and  reach  the  |)ost  in  time  to  let  its  men  know  the  danger.** 

**  Start,  as  soon  as  cat  breakfast     Can't  go  straight,  nudder. 
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or  Pottawttttaiuie  hco  print  of  raocca'iiiL  Must  t'row  him  off 
trail" 

**  Very  true ;  but  Til  engajre  you're  cunning  enough  to  do 
that  twice  over,  should  it  l>e  necessary." 

Just  tlicn  (fershom  Waring  came  out  of  the  cabin,  gaping 
like  a  Immtil,  and  stretching  his  arms,  as  if  fairly  wearied  with 
8lec'}>.  At  the  sight  of  this  man  tlie  Indian  made  a  gesture  of 
caution,  siying,  however,  in  an  under  tone — 

•'J  low  is  heart — Yankee  or  Breesh — love  Montreal,  eh  f 
Pn'tty  good  scalp  I     Love  King  (reorgt\  eh  ?*' 

*"  1  ratlier  think  not,  but  am  not  certain.  lie  is  a  poor  pale- 
face, howcvrr,  antl  it's  of  no  great  account  how  he  stands.  His 
scalp  would  hardly  be  worth  the  taking,  whether  by  English  or 
Ana*ri«'an.'' 

**  Srll,  <lown  at  Montreal — better  look  out  for  Pottawattamie. 
iK.n't  like  that  Injin." 

**  We'll  be  on  our  guard  against  him  ;  and  there  he  come% 
looking  as  if  liis  bnrakfast  would  be  welcome,  and  as  if  he  waa 
alnaily  thinking  of  a  start." 

I  A*  J^iunion  liail  been  busy  witli  his  pota,  during  the  whole 
time  til  is  dis4*ourse  wiis  going  on,  and  ]uul  warmed  ap  a  saffic- 
ienry  of  ftiod  ti>  supply  tlie  wants  of  all  his  guests.  In  a  few 
iiiiiiut«*s  earh  was  bu>y  (juietly  eating  his  morning's  meal,  Ger- 
hliom  haviiiiT  taken  his  bitters  aside,  and,  as  he  fancied,  unob- 
sfr\ed.  This  wa.^  not  >*>  much  owing  to  niggzirdliness,  as  to  a 
tli^tniM  **(  bin  having  a  sufficient  supply  of  the  liijuor,  that  long 
iiidiiliri'ui'e  hail  made,  in  a  measure,  neeessar}*  to  him,  to  last 
until  he  ri>u!d  tret  ba<>k  ti»  the  barn'ls  that  were  still  to  be  found 
in  hi*  eabin,  down  <»n  the  shore  of  the  lake. 

J>iiriiiLr  the  bre:ikfaM  little  w:l«  s<'iid,  c«)nversation  forming  no 
niatfrial  ]>art  of  the  entertainment,  at  the  meals  of  any  but  the 
euttivatcd.  When  earh  had  ri^ien,  however,  and  by  certain 
pr«*liininary  arran;;«'nient*i  it  was  (»bvious  that  the  two  Indiana 
intended  ti»  ilepart.  the  Pottawattamie  advanced  to  Ic  Bourdon, 
anil  thrunt  out  a  hand. 

**  Thankee** — he  said,  in  the  brief  way  in  which  he  clipped 
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his  EngUflh — *•  good  sapper — good  sleep— good  breakfast  Now 
go.  Thankee— when  any  friend  come  to  Pottawattamie  village, 
good  wigwam  dere,  and  no  door/' 

*^  I  thank  yon,  Elksfoot — and  shonld  yon  pass  this  way,  ag'in, 
MMO,  I  hope  you'll  jost  step  into  this  chient^  and  help  yonrself 
if  I  should  hi4)pen  to  be  off  on  a  hunt  €K>od  luck  to  you,  and 
a  b^py  sight  of  home.'' 

The  Pottawattamie  then  turned  and  thrust  out  a  hand  to  each 
of  the  others,  who  met  his  offered  leave-taking  with  apparent 
friendship.  The  bee-hunter  observed  that  neither  of  the  In- 
dijuis  said  any  thing  to  the  other  touching  the  path  he  was 
about  to  travel,  but  that  each  seemed  ready  to  pursue  his  own  -^"^ 
way  as  if  entirely  independent,  and  without  the  expectation  of 
having  a  companion. 

Elksfoot  left  the  spot  the  first  After  completing  his  adieus, 
the  Pottawattamie  threw  his  rifle  into  the  hollow  of  his  arm, 
felt  at  his  belt,  as  if  to  settle  it  into  its  place,  made  some  little 
disposition  of  his  light  summer  covering,  and  nioved  off  in  a 
south-westerly  direction,  passing  through  the  open  glades,  and 
almost  equally  unobstructed  groves,  as  steady  in  his  movements 
as  if  led  by  an  instinct 

"  There  he  goes,  on  a  bee-line,"  said  Ic  Bourdon,  as  the 
straight  form  of  the  old  savage  disappeared  at  length,  behind  a 
thicket  of  trees.  *'0n  a  bee-line  for  the  St  Joseph's  river, 
where  he  will  shortly  be,  among  friends  and  neighbors,  I  do 
not  doubt     What,  Chippewa !  are  you  in  motion  too  f 

'*Must  go,  now,"  returned  Pigeonswing,  in  a  friendly  way. 
'*  Bye'm  by  come  back  and  eat  more  honey — bring  sweet  news, 
hope — no  Canada  here,"  placing  a  finger  on  his  heart — '*  all 
Yankee.-' 

"  God  be  with  you,  Chippewa — God  be  with  you.  "We  shall 
have  a  stirring  summer  of  it,  and  I  expect  to  hear  of  your  name 
in  the  wars,  as  of  a  chief  who  knows  no  fear.*' 

Pigeonswing  waved  his   hand,  cast  a  glance,  half  friendly, 
half  contemptuously,    at  Whiskey   Centre,   and  glided  away. 
The  two  who  remained  standing  near  the  smouldering  fire  re- 
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marked,  that  the  direction  taken  by  the  Chippewa  woa  toward 
the  lake,  and  nearly  at  riglit  angles  to  that  taken  by  the  Potta- 
wattamie. They  also  landed  that  the  movement  of  the  former 
was  about  half  an  faht  iigain  an  that  of  the  latter.  In  less  than 
three  minuter  the  young  Indian  was  concealed  in  the  '*  open- 
ings/* though  he  had  to  cross  a  glade  of  considerable  width  in 
order  to  reach  them. 

The  bee-hunter  was  now  alone  with  the  only  one  of  hi» 
guests  who  was  of  the  color  and  race  to  which  he  himself  Imj- 
longe<l.  Of  the  three,  he  was  the  visitor  he  least  respected  ; 
but  the  dues  of  hospitality  are  usually  sacred  in  a  wildemesst, 
and  among  savages,  so  that  he  could  do  nothing  to  get  rid  of 
him.  As  Gershom  manifested  no  intention  to  quit  the  place, 
le  Bourdon  set  about  the  business  of  the  hour,  with  as  much 
method  and  ct»olness  as  if  the  other  had  not  Ikhju  present. 
The  first  thing  was  to  bring  home  the  honey  disoovere<l  on  the 
previous  day  ;  a  tank  of  no  light  labor;  the  distance  it  was  to 
bi*  transported  being  so  considerable,  and  the  quantity  so  larpo. 
But  our  l»ee-hunt<.T  w:ih  lud  without  the  means  of  accomplishing 
Huoh  un  object,  and  he  now  busied  himself  in  getting  rGa4ly. 
As  Gershoni  volunteered  his  a*^*«istance,  together  they  toiled  in 
apparent  amity  and  rontidence. 

The  Kalamazoo  is  a  cnMtked  stream ;  and  it  wound  from  the 
spot  whore  le  liourdon  ha4l  built  his  cabin,  to  a  point  within  a 
hundred  yanis  of  the  fallen  tree  in  which  the  bees  had  con- 
htructt'ti  thfir  hive.  As  a  mattrr  of  course,  Ben  profited  by 
thi*  rinMiinstance  to  cany-  his  canoe  to  the  latter  place,  with  a 
view  to  ri'uder  it  serviceable  in  tnms|>orting  the  honey.  Fin«t 
securing;  everything  in  and  around  the  rhienti',  he  and  Gershom 
embarked,  taking  with  tlimi  no  less  than  four  pieces  of  fire- 
ariiis ;  one  «)f  wh*n*h  was  to  use  the  language  of  the  west,  n 
di»ubli-barrrlUMl  '•shot-gun."  Before  quitting  the  place,  ho  w- 
evrr,  the  bci'-hunter  went  to  a  large  kennel  made  of  logs,  and 
1ft  out  a  ma'^titf  of  great  po\v4T  and  size.  Between  this  dog  and 
himsi'lf  there  existed  the  best  possible  intelligence ;  the  inastor 
having  |>aid  many  vihits  to  the  prisoner  since  his  return,  feeding 
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sad  careming  him.  Glad,  indeed,  was  this  fine  animal  to  he 
rcleaaed,  hounding  hack  and  forth,  and  leaping  ahont  le  Bour- 
don in  a  way  to  manifest  his  delight.  He  had  heen  cared  for  V 
in  his  kennel,  and  well  cared  for,  too ;  hat  there  is  no  snhsti- 
tote  for  liberty,  whether  in  man  or  beast,  individuals  or  com- 
ma nities. 

When  all  was  ready,  le  Boardon  and  Gershom  got  into  the 
canoe,  whither  the  former  now  called  his  dog,  using  the  name  , 
of  **  Hive,^'  an  appellation  that  was  doubtless  derived  from  his 
own  pursuit  As  soon  as  the  mastiff  leaped  into  the  canoe, 
Ben  shoved  off,  and  the  light  craft  was  pushed  up  the  stream 
by  himself  and  Gershom  without  much  difficulty,  and  with  con- 
siderable rigidity.  But  little  drift-wood  choked  the  channel ; 
and,  after  fifteen  minutes  of  moderate  labor,  the  two  men  came 
near  to  the  point  of  low  wooded  land,  in  which  the  bee-tree 
had  stood.  As  they  drew  nigh,  certain  signs  of  uneasiness  in 
the  dog  attracted  his  master's  attention,  and  he  pointed  them 
out  to  Gershom. 

♦♦  There's  game  in  the  wind,"  answered  Whiskey  Centre,  who 
had  a  good  knowledge  of  most  of  the  craft  of  Ixmler  life,  not- 
withstanding his  ungovernable  propensity  to  <lrink,  and  who, 
by  nature,  was  both  shrewd  and  resolute.  **  I  shouhln't  won- 
der"— a  common  expression  of  his  class — **  if  we  found  bears 
prowling  about  that  honey  !** 

**8ach  things  have  happened  in  my  time,"  answered  the 
hee-hunter;  "and  twice  in  my  experience  Fve  been  driven  from 
the  field,  and  forced  to  let  the  devils  get  my  'amin's." 

•*  That  was  when  you  had  no  comra<lo,  *^ra«ger,"  returned 
itershom,  raising  a  rifie,  and  carefully  examining  its  flint  and  its 
priming.  **It  will  be  a  large  family  on  *em  that  drives  ux  fn>ni 
that  tree ;  for  my  mind  is  ma^le  up  to  give  Doll  nn<l  Blossom  a 
taste  of  the  sweets.'^ 

If  this  was  said  imprudently,  as  respects  ownership  in  the 
priie,  it  was  said  heartily,  so  far  as  spirit  and  dctormiimtion 
were  concerned.  It  proved  that  Whiskey  Ocntn*  had  points 
about  him  which,  if  not  abs«)lutely  redeeming,  served  in  some 
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measure  to  lessen  the  disgast  which  one  might  otherwise  hare 
felt  fbr  his  character.  The  bee-hunter  knew  that  there  was  a 
species  of  hardihood  that  belonged  to  border  men  as  the  fruits 
of  their  habits,  and,  apparently,  he  had  all  necessary  confidence 
in  Gershom's  disposition  to  sustain  him,  should  there  be  occa- 
'  sion  for  a  conflict  with  his  old  enemies. 

The  first  measure  of  the  bee-hunter,  after  landing  and  secur- 
ing his  boat,  was  to  quiet  Hive.  The  animal  being  under 
excellent  command,  this  was  soon  done ;  the  mastiff  maintain- 
ing the  position  assigned  him,  in  the  rear,  though  evidently 
impatient  to  be  let  loose.  Had  not  le  Bourdon  known  the  pre- 
cise position  of  the  fallen  tree,  and  through  that  the  probable 
position  of  his  enemies,  he  would  have  placed  the  mastiff  in  ad- 
vance, as  a  pioneer  or  scout ;  but  he  deemed  it  necessary,  under 
the  actual  circumstances,  to  hold  him  as  a  reserve,  or  a  force  to 
be  directed  whither  occasion  might  require.  With  this  arrange- 
ment, then,  le  Bourdon  and  'Wliiskey  Centre  advanced,  side  by 
side,  each  carr}4ng  two  pieces,  from  the  margin  of  the  river 
toward  the  open  land  that  commanded  a  view  of  the  tree.  On 
reaching  the  desired  point,  a  halt  was  called,  in  order  to  recon- 
noitre. 

The  reader  will  remember  that  the  bee-elm  had  stood  on  tlie 
edge  of  a  dense  thicket,  or  swamp,  in  which  the  trees  grow  to 
a  size  several  times  exceeding  those  of  the  oaks  in  the  opening*; 
an<l  le  Bourdon  had  caused  it  to  fall  upon  the  open  ground,  in 
order  to  work  at  the  honey  with  greater  ease  to  himselt  Con- 
sequently, the  fragments  lay  in  full  view  of  the  spot  where  the 
halt  was  made.  A  little  to  Gershom^s  surprise,  Ben  now  pro- 
duced his  spy-glass,  which  he  levelled  with  much  eamestnesa 
toward  the  tree.  The  bee-hunter,  however,  well  knew  liU 
buftiness,  and  was  examining  into  the  state  of  the  insects  whom 
he  hail  so  violently  invailed  the  night  before.  The  air  waa 
filled  with  theni,  flying  above  and  around  the  tree;  a  perfeet 
cloud  «>f  the  little  creatures  hovering  directly  over  the  hole,  m 
if  to  ^anl  its  trea.*«un\ 

**  Waal,**  siiid  (rcrshom,  in  his  drawling  way,  when  le  Boor* 
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doD  had  taken  a  long  look  with  the  glass,  '*  I  don't  see  much 
use  in  spj-glassin*  in  that  fashion.  Spy-glassin'  maj  do  ont  on 
the  lake,  if  a  hodj  has  only  the  tools  to  do  it  with  ;  but  here, 
in  the  openings,  natures  eyes  is  about  as  g^ood  as  them  a  body 
buys  in  the  stores.^ 

**  Take  a  look  at  them  bees,  and  see  what  a  fret  they're  in,'' 
returned  Ben,  handing  the  glass  to  his  companion.  *'  As  long 
as  Fre  been  in  the  business,  IVe  never  seen  a  colony  in  such  a 
fever.  Commonly,  a  few  hours  after  the  bees  find  that  their 
tree  is  down,  and  their  plans  broken  into,  they  give  it  up,  and 
swarm  ;  looking  for  a  new  hi%'e,  and  setting  about  the  making 
more  food  for  the  next  winter ;  but,  here  are  all  the  bees  yet, 
buxzing  above  the  hole,  as  if  they  meant  to  hold  out  for  a 
siege." 

"There's  an  onaccountable  grist  on  'em" — Gershom  was 
never  very  particular  in  his  figures  of  speech,  usually  terming 
any  thing  in  quantities  a  " grist;"  and  meaning  in  the  present 
instance  by  **  onaccountable,'*  a  number  not  to  be  counted — 
"  an  onaccountable  grist  on  'em,  I  can  tell  you,  and  if  you 
mi'an  to  charge  upon  sich  enemies,  you  must  look  out  for  some- 
ba<ly  besides  Whiskey  Centre  for  your  van-guard.  What  in 
natur*  has  got  into  the  critters!  They  can't  expect  to  set  that 
tree  on  its  legs  ag'in  !" 

•*  Do  you  see  a  flight  of  them  just  in  the  edge  of  the  forest 
— here,  more  to  the  southward  ?*'  demanded  le  Bourdon. 

•'  Sure  enough !  There  is  a  lot  on  'em  there,  too,  and  they 
seem  to  be  comin'  and  goin'  to  the  tree,  like  folks" — Oershom 
itcfuld  put  his  noun  of  multitu<le  into  the  plural,  Xom-Anglict 
— ^  comin*  and  goin'  like  folks  carry  in'  water  to  a  fire.  A 
body  would  think,  by  the  stir  among  'em,  them  critters'  barrel 
was  empty !" 

'*  The  bears  are  there,"  coolly  returned  the  bee-hunter ;  •*  I've 
seen  such  movements  before,  and  know  how  to  account  for 
them.  The  bears  are  in  the  thicket,  but  don't  like  to  come  out 
in  the  face  of  such  a  colony.  I  have  hoard  of  bears  being 
chased  miles  by  bees,  when  their  anj^er  wa^  up  !" 
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"  Mortality  !  Tliey  have  a  good  deal  of  dander  (dandraff) 
for  s'urh  little  vipers!  But  what  are  we  to  do,  Bourdon!  for 
Doll  and  Blossom  Jtiust  taste  that  honey  I  Ilalfs  mine,  you 
know,  and  I  don't  like  to  give  it  up." 

The  bee-hunter  smiled  at  the  coolness  with  which  Gerehom 
assigned  to  himself  fM>  large  a  portion  of  his  property ;  thongh 
he  did  not  think  it  worth  his  while,  just  then,  to  •*  demur  to 
his  declaration,*'  as  tlie  lawyers  might  have  it.  There  was  a 
sort  of  border  rule,  which  giive  all  present  equal  shares  in  any 
forest  captures  ;  just  as  vessels  in  sight  come  in  for  prize-money, 
taken  in  time  of  war  by  public  cruisers.  At  any  rate,  the 
honey  of  a  single  tree  was  not  of  sufficient  value  to  induce  a 
serious  <|uarrel  about  it.  If  there  should  be  any  extra  trouble 
or  danger  in  securing  the  present  prize,  every  craft  in  view 
might,  fairly  enough,  come  in  for  its  share. 

'*Doll  shall  n4)t  be  forgotten,  if  we  can  only  house  our 
honey,'*  answered  the  bee-hunter ;  **  nor  Blossom,  neither. 
I've  a  faiK'y,  already,  for  that  blossom  of  the  wilderness,  and 
shall  do  all  I  can  to  make  myself  agreeable  to  her.  A  man 
cannot  appnuu^h  a  maiden  with  any  thing  sweeter  than  honey." 

*' Some  gjils  like  sugarM  words  better;  but,  let  me  tell  you 
one  thing,  ;»/rf#iigiT — " 

'*  You  have  eaten  bn-ad  an<l  siilt  with  me,  Whiskey,  and  both 
are  shan't*  articles  in  a  wiMerness;  anil  you've  slept  under  my 
roof:  is  it  not  almost  time  to  call  me  something  else  than 
stranger  ?" 

••Well.  Bourdon,  if  you  prefer  that  name;  though  Wmnger 
in  a  naini'  I  likr,  it  h:is  >ii*h  an  up  and  off  sound  to  it.  When 
a  man  calN  all  h**  mm"*  x/n/Mgi-rs,  it's  a  sign  he  <lon*t  let  the 
grass  grow  in  the  road  for  want  of  movin* :  and  a  movin'  man 
fi»r  Mie,  any  day,  bef«»re  y«»ur  statiouaries.  I  was  bom  on  the 
sea- sill »r«',  in  tin*  Bay  State ;  and  here  I  .im,  up  among  the 
fn'sh-watiT  lakes,  an  much  nat*nili/cd  as  any  muskchmge  that 
was  cvrr  rnti-hM  in  Huron,  or  abtuit  Mackinaw.  If  T  can  l>elievc 
my  eyes.  Bourdon,  thrre  is  the  muzzle  of  a  bear  to  l>e  st>en,  jint 
nnib*r  that  heavy  hemliv*k — lien*,  where  the  l»eesseem  thickest  !** 
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**  No  doubt  in  the  worll,"  answered  Ic  Bourdon,  coolly ; 
though  he  had  taken  the  precaution  to  look  to  the  priming  of 
each  of  his  pieces,  as  if  he  expected  there  would  soon  be  occa- 
Kion  to  use  them.  *'  But  what  was  that  you  were  about  to  say 
concemin*  Blossom !  It  would  not  be  civil  to  the  young  woman 
to  overlook  her,  on  account  of  a  bear  or  two."^  "  }   ,' 

**  You  take  it  easy,  ^/ranger — Bourdon,  I  should  say — ^you 
take  it  easy  I  What  I  was  about  to  say  was  this :  that  the 
whull  lake  country,  and  that^s  a  wide  stretch  to  foot  it  over,  I 
know ;  but,  big  as  it  is,  the  whull  lake  country  don*t  contain  y^ 
Blossom*s  equaL  Fm  her  brother,  and  perhaps  ought  to  be  a 
Uttle  modest  in  sich  matters ;  but  I  anH  a  bit,  and  let  out  ji«it 
what  I  think.  Blossom's  a  diamond,  if  there  be  diamonds  on 
'arth." 

**  And  yonder  is  a  bear,  if  there  be  bears  on  earth  I**  exclaim- 
ed le  Bourdon,  who  was  not  a  little  amused  with  Gershom's 
account  of  his  family,  but  who  saw  that  the  moment  was  now 
arrived  when  it  would  be  necessary  to  substitute  deeds  for 
words.     *'  There  they  come,  in  a  drove,  and  they  seem  in  ear- 
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This  waa  true  enough.  No  less  than  eight  bears,  half  of 
which,  however,  were  quite  young,  came  tumbling  over  the  logs, 
and  bounding  up  toward  the  fallen  tree,  as  if  charging  the 
citadel  of  the  bees  by  preconcert  Their  appearance  was  the 
signal  for  a  general  rally  of  the  insects,  and  by  the  time  the 
fitrcmost  of  the  clumsy  animals  had  reached  the  tree,  the  air 
ab<ive  and  around  him  was  absolutely  darkened  by  the  cloud 
of  bees  that  was  collected  to  defend  their  treasures.  Bruin 
trusted  too  much  to  the  thickness  of  his  hide  and  to  the  <lo- 
fences  with  which  he  was  provided  by  nature,  besides  being  too 
much  incited  by  the  love  of  honey,  t4>  regard  the  little  heroois 
but  thrui»t  his  nose  in  at  the  hole,  doubtless  hoping  to  plunge  it 
al  once  into  the  midst  of  a  mass  of  the  sweets.  A  growl,  a 
htart  bai:kward,  and  a  flourishing  of  the  fore>|Miws,  with  sundry 
bitc"«  in  the  air,  at  once  announced  that  he  had  met  with  greater 
resistance  than  he  had  anticipated.     In  a  minute,  all  the  bears 
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were  on  their  hind-legs,  beating  the  air  with  their  fore-paws, 
and  nipping  right  and  left  with  their  jaws,  in  vigorous  combat 
with  their  almost  invisible  foes.  Instinct  supplied  the  place  of 
science,  and  spite  of  the  hides  and  the  long  hair  that  covered 
them,  the  bees  found  the  means  of  darting  their  stings  into  un- 
protected places,  until  the  quadrupeds  were  fairly  driven  to 
rolling  about  on  the  grass  in  order  to  crush  their  assailants. 
This  last  process  had  some  effect,  a  great  many  bees  being  de- 
stroyed by  the  energetic  rollings  and  tumblings  of  the  bears ; 
but,  as  in  the  tide  of  battle,  the  places  of  those  who  fell  were 
immediately  supplied  by  fresh  assailants,  until  numbers  seemed 
likely  to  prevail  over  power,  if  not  over  discipline.  At  this 
critical  instant,  when  the  bears  seemed  fiitigued  with  their 
nearly  frantic  saltations,  and  violent  blows  upon  nothing,  le 
Bourdon  deemed  it  wise  to  bring  his  forces  into  the  combat. 
Gershom  having  been  apprised  of  tlie  plan,  both  fired  at  the 
same  instant  Each  ball  took  effect ;  one  killing  the  largest  of 
all  the  bears,  dead  on  the  spot,  while  the  other  inflicted  a 
grievous  wound  on  a  second.  This  success  was  immediately 
followed  by  a  second  discharge,  wounding  two  more  of  the 
enemy,  while  Ben  held  the  second  barrel  of  his  *'  shot-gun"  in 
reserve.  While  the  hurt  animals  were  hobbling  off,  the  men 
reloaded  their  pieces ;  and  by  the  time  the  last  were  ready  to 
advance  on  the  enemy,  the  ground  was  cleared  of  bears  and 
bees  alike,  only  two  of  the  former  remaining,  of  which  one  was 
already  dead  and  the  other  dying.  As  for  the  bees,  they  fol- 
lowed their  retreating  enemies  in  a  body,  making  a  mistake 
that  sometimes  happens  to  still  more  intelligent  beings ;  that  of 
attributing  to  themselves,  and  their  own  prowess,  a  success  that 
liad  been  gained  by  others. 

The  bee-hunter  and  his  friend  now  set  themselves  at  work  to 
j)r()vide  a  reception  for  the  insects,  the  return  of  which  might 
shortly  be  expected.  The  former  lighted  a  fire,  being  always 
provided  with  the  means,  while  Grcrshom  brought  dry  wood. 
In  less  than  five  minutes  a  bright  blaze  was  gleaming  upward  ; 
and  when  the  bees  returned,  as  most  of  them  soon  did,  they 
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fbond  this  new  enemy  intrenched,  as  it  might  be,  behind 
walls  of  flame.  Thousands  of  the  little  creatures  perished  by 
means  of  this  new  invention  of  man,  and  the  rest  soon  after 
were  led  away  by  their  chiefs  to  seek  some  new  deposit  for  the 
fruits  of  their  industry. 


3* 
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CHAPTER    IV. 

"TheaadbutU-rflj-. 
Wavins  his  lacken'il  wioKR,  darU  quickly  oil. 
AntL  by  bio  fK-o  flifrht.  ooud8i-Is  uk  tn  »iM*«d 
F<JT  bf  ttiT  ImUrinc^  aihI  »  MM'iie  morv  twcvt. 
Than  Uitrsv  dear  borders  offer  us  U>-nif(bL** 

BlMMA. 

It  wan  noon  before  Ben  and  Geivhom  dared  to  commence 
the  procoi^H  of  cutting  and  8plitting  the  tree,  in  order  to  obtain 
the  honey.  Until  tlien,  the  bees  lingered  around  their  fallen 
hive,  and  it  would  have  been  dangerous  to  venture  beyond  the 
smoke  and  heat,  in  order  to  accomplish  the  task.  It  ia  true, 
le  I^>urdon  possessed  several  secret*,  of  more  or  less  virtue,  to 
drive  off  the  Ikjcs  when  disposed  to  assault  him,  but  no  one 
that  was  as  certain  as  a  good  fire,  backed  by  a  dense  column 
of  vap<»r.  Various  plants  are  thought  to  be  so  offensive  to  the 
inst'cts,  that  they  avoid  even  their  odor ;  and  the  bee-hnntcr 
had  faith  in  one  or  two  of  them ;  but  none  of  the  right  sort 
happeiie<l  now  to  be  near,  and  he  was  obliged  to  trust,  first  to 
a  powerful  heat,  and  next  to  the  vapor  of  damp  wood. 

As  there  were  axes,  and  we«igcs,  an<l  a  bi.»etle  in  the  canoe, 
and  (iorthom  w:m  a**  expert  with  thest*  implements  :is  a  master 
of  fencing  is  with  his  foil,  to  say  nothing  of  the  skill  of  le 
l^iurdon,  the  trt»e  was  soon  laid  open,  antl  its  ample  stores  of 
sweets  expo«*i'd.  In  the  eonrm  of  the  afternoon  the  honey  was 
deposite<l  in  ketr*,  the  kegs  were  tniiisferretl  to  the  canoe,  and 
the  wln»le  de|M»sited  in  the  chimt*.  The  djiy  had  been  one  of 
t4»il,  and  when  our  two  bonleniieii  sat  <lown  near  the  spring, 
to  take  their  evening  meal,  eiu^h  felt  glad  that  his  work  waa 
d«>ne. 

*'  1  lH»liove  this  must  !>e  the  hist  hive  I  line,  this  summer,*' 
said   le  liiMirdoii,   while   eating  his   supjH'r.      *'  My  luck    han 
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been  good  so  iar,  bat  in  troablesome  times  one  had  better  not 
be  too  far  from  home.  I  am  surprised,  Waring,  that  you 
have  ventured  so  far  from  your  Camily,  while  the  tidings  are  so 
gloomy." 

'♦  That*8  partly  because  you  don't  know  m^,  and  partly  be- 
cause you  don't  know  Dolly,  As  for  leaving  hum,  with  any 
boiiy  to  kear  for  it,  I  should  like  to  know  who  is  more  to  the 
purpose  than  Dolly  Waring  ?  I  haven't  no  idee  that  even  bees 
would  dare  get  upon  her !  If  they  did,  they'd  soon  get  the 
worvt  on't  Her  tongue  is  all-powerful,  to  say  nawthin'  of  her 
arms ;  and  if  the  so'gers  can  only  handle  their  muskets  as  she 
caD  handle  a  broom,  there  is  no  need  of  new  regiments  to  carry 
OD  this  war." 

Now,  nothing  could  be  more  false  than  this  character ;  but  a 
drunkard  has  little  r^rd  to  what  he  says. 

**  I  am  glad  your  garrison  is  so  strong,"  answered  the  bee- 
hunter,  tlioughtfuUy  ;  '*  but  mine  is  too  weak  to  stay  any  long- 
er, out  here  in  the  openings.  Whiskey  Centre,  I  intend  to 
break  up,  and  return  to  the  settlement,  before  the  rednkins 
break  loose  in  earnest.  If  you  will  stay,  and  lend  me  a  hand 
to  embark  the  honey  an<i  stores,  and  help  to  carry  the  canoe 
down  the  river,  you  shall  be  well  paid  for  your  trouble." 

*'  Waal,  I'd  about  as  lief  do  that,  as  do  any  thing  else.  Crood 
J4»bs  is  scarce,  out  here  in  the  wilderness,  and  when  a  body 
lights  of  one,  he  ought  to  profit  by  it.  I  coiue  up  here  think- 
in'  to  meet  you,  for  I  heer'n  tell  from  a  voyager  that  you  was 
a-beeing  it,  out  in  the  openin's,  and  there's  nawthin'  in  natur' 
that  Dolly  takes  to  with  a  greater  relish  tlian  goixl  wild  honey. 
'  Try  whiskey,'  I've  told  her  a  thousand  times,  '  and  youll  s(m)ii 
get  to  like  thai  better  than  all  the  rest  of  creation  ;*  but  not  a 
drop  could  I  ever  get  her,  or  Blossom,  to  swallow.  It's  true, 
that  leaves  S4>  much  the  more  for  me ;  but  Tm  a  companion- 
able crittur*,  and  don't  think  I've  drunk  as  much  as  I  want,  un- 
Icfts  I  take  it  so<Mcty-like.  That's  one  reason  Tve  taken  so 
mightily  to  you.  Bourdon  ;  you're  not  much  at  a  pull,  but  you 
an't  downright  afeared  of  a  jug,  neither." 
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Tilt'  In'O-hniitcr  was  glad  to  hear  that  all  tlic  family  had  not 
this  iiian's  vice,  for  lie  ii«>w  plainly  forerMiw  that  the  accidenta 
of  liis  position  must  brinnr  him  and  these  strangera  much  in 
rontiM't,  for  some  weeks,  at  loast.  Le  liourdon,  though  not 
ahs<>lutely  "afraid  of  a  jug,"  as  Whiskey  Centre  had  expressed 
it,  was  decidedly  a  temperate  man ;  drinking  but  seldom,  and 
never  to  excess.  He  too  well  knew  the  haziirds  by  which  he 
was  surrounded,  to  induli^e  in  this  way,  4'ven  had  he  the  taste 
for  it;  but  ho  had  no  t:Lste  that  way,  one  small  jug  of  brandy 
forming  his  supply  for  a  whole  seiison.  In  tliose  days  of  exag- 
geration in  all  things,  exaggeration  in  ]K>Iitics,  in  religion,  in 
tem|K>ran('e,  in  virtue,  and  even  in  education,  by  putting  **  new 
wine  into  ohl  bottles,"  that  <»ne  little  jug  might  have  sufficed  to 
give  him  a  bad  name ;  but  tive-and-thirty  years  ago  men  liad 
m«>re  real  independence  than  they  nttw  poss(>ss,  and  were  not  a» 
much  afraiil  (»f  that  rroffuemituint,  public  opinion,  as  they  are 
to-day.  To  he  sure,  it  was  little  to  le  Uourdon^s  taste  to  make 
a  c(im]>anion  «»f  such  a  |MTson  as  Whiskey  Centre;  but  there 
w:ls  no  cht>icc.  The  man  w.'is  an  utter  stranger  to  him  ;  and 
the  only  mean*^  he  poss^^ssed  of  making  sure  that  he  did  not 
carry  off*  the  pn»perty  that  lay  s«)  iu\iv\\  at  his  mercy,  was  hy 
kcepini;  near  him.  With  many  men,  the  bee-hunter  would 
have  b«M*n  unciisy  at  being  compelled  to  ri'main  alone  with  them 
in  the  wimmIs  ;  for  cjL-^e**  in  whi<*h  one  hail  munlered  another,  in 
ofiK-r  t«i  iret  posM'>sii»n  t>f  th«»  goods,  in  these  remote  regions, 
uerc  talkctl  «if,  anions;  the  «>ther  rumors  of  the  bonlcrs ;  but 
<i«T>honi  b.'id  that  in  his  air  aiiil  manner  that  remlercd  Bon 
riintiilent  hi-*  ilcrnmucncirs,  at  the  nn»st,  would  scarcely  reach 
bloo.Uli»'il.  rilt'i-r  lie  iiiii^lit ;  l»ut  municr  was  a  crime  which 
be  did  not  appear  at  all  likely  to  commit. 

.\lt«r  j^uppinvr  in  «'oiiip:iny,  our  two  adventurers  socared 
c\cry  tliinir:  an«L  retirinir  i«»  the  <7*/VMf«',  they  went  to  sleep. 
No  material  di'^turbanee  or<Mirre<l.  but  the  night  passed  in  tran- 
<|iiillity  :  the  bei'-huntcr  nicri?ly  experiencing  s<»me  slight  inter- 
ruption to  hi>  >lumbers,  from  tlii>  unusual  (*ircumstanee  of  having 
a  eompaiiion.     <  hio  :is  loiii;  aeeuMomed  to  U*  alone  as  himself. 
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woold  naUinlly  sabmit  to  some  such  sensation,  oar  habits 
getting  so  completely  the  mastery,  as  often  to  supplant  even 
nature. 

The  following  morning  the  bee-hunter  commenced  his  prep- 
aratioos  for  a  change  of  residence.  Had  he  not  been  discov- 
ered«  it  is  probable  that  the  news  received  from  the  Chippewa 
would  not  have  induced  him  to  abandon  his  present  position, 
so  early  in  the  season ;  but  he  thought  the  risk  of  remaining 
was  too  great,  under  all  the  circumstances.  The  Pottawatta- 
mie, in  particular,  was  a  subject  of  great  distrust  to  him,  and  "^ 
be  believed  it  highly  possible  some  of  that  old  chiefs  tribe 
might  be  after  his  scalp  ere  many  suns  had  risen.  Gershom 
acqaiesced  in  these  opinions,  and,  as  soon  as  his  brain  was  less 
under  the  influence  of  liquor  than  was  common  with  him,  he 
appeared  to  be  quite  happy  in  having  it  in  his  power  to  form  a 
ipeciea  of  alliance,  offensive  and  defensive,  with  a  man  of  his 
own  color  and  origin.  Chreat  harmony  now  prevailed  bctwi^en 
the  two,  Gershom  improving  vastly  in  all  the  better  qualities, 
the  instant  his  intellect  and  feelings  got  to  be  a  little  released 
horn  the  thraldom  of  the  jug.  His  own  immediate  store  of 
whiskey  was  quite  exhausted,  and  le  Bourdon  kept  the  place  in 
which  his  own  small  stock  of  brandy  was  secured  a  profound 
secret  These  glimmerings  of  returning  intellect,  and  of  reviv- 
ing principles,  are  by  no  means  unusual  with  the  sot,  thus 
proving  that  *'  so  long  as  there  is  life,  there  is  hope,''  for  the 
moral,  as  well  as  for  the  physical  being.  What  was  a  little  re- 
markable, Gershom  grew  less  vulgar,  even  in  his  dialect,  as  he 
grew  more  sober,  showing  that  in  all  respects  he  was  becoming 
a  greatly  improved  person. 

The  men  were  several  hours  in  loading  the  canoe,  not  only 
all  the  stores  and  ammunition,  but  all  the  honey  being  trans- 
ferred to  it.  The  bee-hunter  had  managed  to  conceal  bin  jug 
of  brandy,  reduced  by  this  time  to  little  more  than  a  qunrt, 
within  an  empty  powder-keg,  into  which  he  had  crammed  a 
beaver-skin  or  two,  that  he  had  taken,  an  it  might  l>e  incident- 
lUy,  in  the  course  of  his  rambles.     At  length  every  thing  was 
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roiiioved  and  8towe<l  in  its  proper  place,  on  boanl  the  capacious 
ranoo,  and  <jrersh«)iii  expect ed  an  announfcnient  on  tlie  pari  of 
]M>n«  of  liis  readiness  to  embark,  lint  tlien^  still  remained  ono 
dnty  to  perfonn.  The  bee-hunter  had  killed  a  buck  only  the 
day  l>eforc  the  opening:  of  our  narrative,  and  shouldering  a 
(piarter,  he  ha<l  left  the  rcmain<]cr  ot  the  animal  KU^pendud 
from  the  bnuiclies  of  a  tree,  near  the  place  where  it  had  been 
shot  an<i  cleaned.  As  venLson  might  be  needed  before  they 
could  reach  tlie  moutli  of  the  river,  Ben  deemcil  it  ailvisablo 
that  he  and  <rershom  should  ^o  and  l»ring  in  tlie  remainder  of 
the  cari'ass.  The  men  started  on  this  undertaking  accordingly, 
leaving  the  canoe  about  two  in  the  aftenioon. 

The  «li«itance  between  the  spot  where  the  deer  had  been 
killi<I,  and  the  chimfu  was  ab«>ut  three  miles;  which  was  the 
re;ison  why  the  bee-hunter  had  not  brouglit  home  the  entire 
animal  \\w  da>'  lie  killed  it ;  the  American  woodsman  often 
carryiiii:  his  jrjime  jfreat  distances  in  preference  to  leaving  it  any 
hii^th  of  time  in  the  forest.  In  the  hitter  case  there  Li  always 
dan::cr  from  bejists  uf  prey,  whi<:h  are  drawn  from  afar  by  the 
scent  of  blood.  Lt^  l>ourdon  thought  it  [>ossible  they  might 
now  rncounter  wolves;  thou^rh  he  ha4l  left  the  carcass  of  the 
deer  >o  >U'ipentieii  iis  to  place  it  beyond  the  reach  of  mo«i  of 
the  animals  of  the  wilderness.  Kaeh  of  the  men,  however,  car- 
rieil  a  rillf  :  and  Hive  was  alloweil  to  accompany  them,  by  aii 
act  of  ^raie  on  the  part  i»f  his  master. 

Ki>r  tli«'  tip>t  half-hiMir,  nothing  «iccum>il  out  of  the  usual 
cifUTM' i.f  events.  The  bee-hnnter  haii  Urn  conversing  freely 
with  hi-  eiimpani«»ii,  who,  he  rejoi«'ed  to  find,  manifested  fjir 
m<*r«'  «'<tnim<>n  ''eii?*e,  not  to  >ay  good  sense,  tliaii  he  had  pre- 
\i«»ii-ly  ^li«»»n:  ainl  from  \\ht»m  he  was  «leriving  infonuatioii 
l"iii  liiii::  the  iiiinilur  of  vessels  and  the  other  moveuienU  ou 
the  l.iki-s  that  he  faiiiie«l  might  be  i»f  use  t«)  him&i'If  when  he 
started  f'»r  l»etr«iit.  While  thus  engaged,  and  when  distant 
iinl\  a  huu'lreil  pmU  !ri»ni  the  place  where  he  had  left  the  voni- 
MMi.  li'  Jiimnl'm  uii>  Miildi-nly  strui-k  with  the  movemoutA  of 
the  iIolt.      lusteaii  •>f  doubling  on  his  own  tnu'ks,  and  scenting 
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right  and  left,  as  was  the  animal^s  wont,  lie  was  now  advancing 
caatioasly,  with  his  head  low,  seemingly  feeling  his  way  with 
his  nofle,  as  if  there  was  a  strong  taint  in  the  wind. 

**  SarUdn  as  xny  name  is  Gershom,^'  exclaimed  Waring,  jost 
after  he  and  Ben  had  come  to  a  halt,  in  order  to  look  around 
them — •*  yonder  is  an  Injin  !  The  erittur'  is  seated  at  the  foot 
of  the  large  oak — hereaway,  more  to  the  right  of  the  dog, 
and  Hire  has  struck  his  scent  The  fellow  is  asleep,  with  his 
rifle  across  his  lap,  and  can*t  have  much  dread  of  wolves  or 
bears  r 

**I  sec  him,**  answered  le  Bourdon,  "and  am  as  much  sur- 
prised as  grieved  to  find  him  there.  It  is  a  little  remarkable 
that  I  shoald  have  so  many  visitors,  just  at  this  time,  on  my 
hunting-ground,  when  I  never  had  any  at  all  before  yesterday. 
It  gives  a  body  an  uncomfortable  feeling,  Waring,  to  live  so 
much  in  a  crowd  !  Well,  well — Fm  about  to  move,  and  it  will 
matter  little  twenty-four  hours  hence." 

**  The  chap's  a  Winnebago  by  his  paint,"  added  Gershom — 
*•  but  let's  go  up  and  give  him  a  call." 

The  bee-hunter  assented  to  this  proposal,  remarking  as  they 
moved  forward,  that  he  did  not  think  the  stranger  of  the  tribe 
just  named  ;  though  he  admitted  that  the  use  of  paint  was  so 
general  and  loose  among  these  warriors,  as  to  render  it  difficult 
to  decide. 

**  The  crittur  sleeps  soundly  !"  exclaimed  Gershom,  stopping 
within  ten  yards  of  the  Indian,  to  take  another  look  at  him. 

**  He'll  never  awake ;"  put  in  the  bee-hunter,  solemnly — 
•*  the  man  is  dead.  See ;  there  is  bIoo<i  on  the  side  of  his  heatl, 
and  a  rifle- bullet  has  left  its  hole  there.'* 

Even  while  speaking,  the  bee-hunter  advanced,  and  raising  a 
fv>rt  of  shawl,  that  once  had  been  used  as  an  ornament,  an<l 
which  had  Ust  been  thrown  carelessly  over  the  head  of  its  late 
owner,  he  exposed  the  well-known  features  of  Elksfoot,  the 
Pottawattamie,  who  had  left  them  little  more  than  twenty-four 
hours  before  I  The  warrior  had  been  shot  by  a  riflo-bullot 
directly  through  the  temple,  and  had  l>een  scal|>ed.     The  {kiw- 
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dcr  had  been  taken  from  his  horn,  and  the  ballets  from  his 
poucli ;  but,  beyond  this,  he  had  not  been  plundered.  The 
body  wa!9  carefully  placed  a^inst  a  tree,  in  a  sitting  attitude, 
the  rifle  was  laid  across  its  legs,  and  there  it  had  been  left,  in 
the  centre  of  the  openings,  to  become  food  for  beasts  of  prey, 
and  to  have  its  bones  bleached  by  the  snows  and  the  rains  ? 

The  bee-hunter  shuddered,  as  he  gazed  at  this  fearful  memo- 
rial of  the  violence,  against  which  even  a  wilderness  could  afford 
no  sufficient  pmtection.  That  Pigconswing  had  slain  his  late 
fellow-guest,  le  Uounlon  had  no  doubt,  and  he  sickened  at  the 
thought.  Although  he  had  himself  dreaded  a  good  deal  from 
the  hostility  of  the  Pottawattamie,  he  could  have  wished  this 
<leed  undone.  Tliat  there  was  a  jealous  distrust  of  each  other 
between  the  two  Indians  h;ul  been  Kufficiently  apparent;  but 
the  bee-hunter  couM  not  have  imagined  that  it  would  so  soon 
lead  to  ri'sults  as  terrible  a'^  these  I 

AAcr  examining  the  body,  and  noting  the  state  of  things 
around  it,  the  men  pr«>rce<leil,  deeply  impressed  with  the  ne- 
cessity, not  i>nly  of  their  speedy  removal,  but  of  their  standing 
by  e.'irh  other  in  tliat  remote  region,  now  that  violence  luul  so 
clearly  broken  out  among  the  tribes.  The  bee-hunter  had  taken 
a  strouif  liking  to  the  <.'hippewa,  and  he  regretted  so  much  the 
m**Tv  t«>  think  that  he  hail  dune  this  deed.  It  was  true,  that 
su<-li  a  >t:it4*  of  things  might  exist  a**  to  justify  an  Indian  warrior, 
agri'«*ably  to  his  i»wn  notions,  in  taking  the  life  of  any  one  of  a 
hoMJlc  tribe;  but  le  BourdiMi  wishe<i  it  had  been  otherwise. 
A  man  of  r^rntle  ami  pe.'U'eable  disp4)sition  himself,  though  of 
a  profituinliy  enthu-iiastie  temprniment  in  his  own  peculiar  war, 
111*  had  «*vtT  avi>i«h*d  tlmsr  siM'ues  of  disonler  and  bloodshed, 
wliirh  are  nf  so  fret]u«*nt  occumMii'e  in  the  forest  and  on' the 
prairii'*^ :  and  this  was  ai'tually  th«'  flrst  instance  in  which  he 
had  rvrr  b«'h«'lil  a  human  ImhIv  that  ha<l  fallen  by  human  handa. 
Cicrshom  hail  seen  mon>  of  the  peculiar  life  of  the  frontiera  than 
his  i'oni|>aniiin.  in  eonsc(pi«'n<'e  of  having  lived  so  closely  in 
rontai't  with  tin*  "  fin-watrr;*'  but  even  he  wa**  greatly  shocked 
Mith  the  sU'ldrnncss  and  natun*  of  the  PottawattamioV  end. 
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No  attempt  was  made  to  bury  the  remains  of  Elksfoot,  inas- 
much as  oar  adventurers  had  no  tools  fit  for  such  a  purpose, 
and  any  merely  superficial  interment  would  have  been  a  sort  of 
invitation  to  the  wolves  to  dig  the  body  up  again. 

*'  Let  him  lean  ag'in  the  tree/'  said  Waring,  as  they  moved 
on  toward  the  spot  where  the  carcass  of  the  deer  was  left,  *'  and 
lUl  engage  nothin'  touches  him.  There's  that  about  the  face 
of  man.  Bourdon,  that  skears  the  beasts;  and  if  a  body  can 
only  master  courage  to  stare  them  full  in  the  eye,  one  single 
human  can  drive  before  him  a  whull  pack  of  wolves.'' 

**•  Fve  heard  as  much,"  returned  the  bee-hunter,  ^^  but  should 
not  like  to  be  the  '  human'  to  try  the  experiment.  That  the 
fiice.of  man  may  have  terrors  for  a  beast,  I  think  likely ;  but 
hanger  would  prove  more  than  a  match  for  such  fear.  Yonder 
is  our  venison.  Waring;  safe  where  I  left  it" 

The  carcass  of  the  deer  was  divided,  and  each  man  shoulder- 
ing his  burden,  the  two  returned  to  the  river,  taking  care  to 
avoid  the  path  that  led  by  the  body  of  the  dead  Indian.  As 
both  labored  with  much  earnestness,  every  thing  was  soon  ready, 
and  the  canoe  speedily  left  the  shore.  The  Kalamazoo  is  not 
in  general  a  swift  and  turbulent  stream,  though  it  h&s  a  suffi- 
cient current  to  carry  away  its  waters  without  any  appearance 
of  sluggishness  Of  course,  this  character  is  not  uniform, 
reaches  occurring  in  which  the  placid  water  is  barely  seen  to 
move ;  and  others,  again,  are  found,  in  which  something  like 
rapids,  and  even  falls,  appear.  But  on  the  wl^ole,  and  more 
especially  in  the  part  of  the  stream  where  it  was,  the  canoe  had 
little  to  disturb  it,  as  it  glided  easily  down,  impelled  by  a  light 
stroke  of  the  paddle. 

The  bee-hunter  did  not  abandon  his  station  without  regret. 
lie  had  chosen  a  most  agreeable  site  for  his  chiente,  consulting 
air,  shade,  water,  verdure,  and  groves,  as  well  as  the  chances 
of  obtaining  honey.  In  his  regular  pursuit  ho  had  been  unus- 
oaliy  fortunate  ;  and  the  little  pile  of  kegs  in  the  centre  of  his 
canoe  was  certainly  a  grateful  sight  to  his  eyes.  The  lu>noy 
gathered  this  season,  moreover,  had  proved  to  be  of  an  unus- 
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iially  delicious  flavor,  atfonliii^r  the  proiiiiMC  of  jngli  prices  m*\ 
Tvmly  salt's.  Still,  tho  hoo-huittor  left  tlic  place  with  profuiitid 
roirrot.  lie  loved  his  callin<^;  he  loved  ftulitude  to  »  morbid  dc- 
gri'c,  jK'rhaps;  and  he  loveil  the  gentle  cxciteincut  that  natu- 
rally attended  his  '*  bee-lining/'  his  discoveries,  and  his  gains.  ■ 
Of  all  the  pursuits  that  are  more  or  less  «lepeudent  on  tho 
chances  of  the  hunt  ami  the  ticM,  that  of  the  bee-hunter  i*  of 
the  mo>t  <juiet  and  placid  enjoyment.  lie  has  the  stirring  mo- 
tives of  uncertainty  and  doubt,  without  the  disturbing  qualitie* 
of  bu>tle  anii  fatigue;  and,  while  his  exercise  Ls  aufiicient  for 
hr.-iltli,  and  for  the  plea^^ures  of  the  open  air,  it  is  seldom  i>f  a 
natun^  to  weary  or  unnene.  Then  the  study  of  the  little  animal 
that  i>  to  be  wat<:heil,  and  if  the  reader  will,  plundered,  is  Di>t 
\%ithi)Ut  a  charm  for  those  who  delight  in  looking  into  the 
wninb  rt'iil  ari*ana  of  nature.  So  great  was  the  interest  that 
le  Jiourdon  somrtinies  tVlt  in  his  little  companions^  that,  t>n 
tlipf  xrvenil  ocrtisions  that  very  summer,  he  had  s|mred  hives 
at'trr  having  fiiun<l  them,  because  he  had  ascertained  that  thoy 
Wore  cninpnM'd  of  young  bees,  and  IkkI  not  yet  gt)t  sutficicntly 
(*oiiiiiI/cd,  to  render  a  new  swanning  m(»re  than  a  |Missing  acci- 
dent. With  all  this  kindness  «if  feeling  toward  hi4  victiiiiA^ 
lio'li'ii  had  nothing;  of  the  tran^'emiental  folly  that  usually  ac- 
cn)ii|i:iiiif"^  tiir  M'ntiuientalism  of  the  exa;^erat«>d,  but  his  fitol- 
ini:<«  and  inipulM*^  wen*  sim])le  and  direct,  though  so  oft«ii 
grntli*  and  liuiuane.  He  knew  that  the  be«>,  like  all  the  otlier 
int'>ri«'r  aiiiniaU  ••!'  frrati^in,  was  |>laced  at  the  4lis|tosition  c>f 
man.  aii<i  ilid  n^t  scrupb'  to  pr^tit  )>y  the  power  thus  hone- 
lii-mily  b.>t«i\\«-.l.  thmiLdi  he  exen-iscd  it  gently,  and  with  a 
pp'p'T  di«i-riniiriati>in  l».'twi'en  its  mm-  and  its  abuse. 

N«'itliiT  ot'  tlii>  nil  It  toili-.j  iiinrli,  a<«  the  canoe  t1oat4*d  down 
tin-  >:n:un.  Vi-ry  flight  inipni.sc'*  MT\fd  t«»  give  their  buoyant 
i-rii'i  :i  r>':i.^iiiiaMy  -^w'lh  ni<>ti«>n.  and  the  t-urrcut  it«4*lf  was  a  ma- 
ti-ii.il  :i.N*i«»t:uit.  Tli«'-e  rir<'uni>tan«'es  gave  an  «>pportuuity  for 
«-'tiiviT-ati"n.  •A>  tlif  ran«u-  irli'icd  onward. 

"  A'tiT  all."  Mid'IrriU  r\il;iiiiifd  Waring,  who  had  been  ex- 
amiiiiiiL;  thi-  jtilr  "f  krt;»  for  •^i>inf  time  in  silence — **  a*ttir  all. 
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Bcmrdon^  your  trade  is  an  oncommon  one !  A  most  extr'ornary 
and  oncommon  callin*  !** 

^'More  so,  thmk  you,  Oerehom,  than  swallowing  whiskey, 
rooming,  noon,  and  night?"  answered  the  bee-hnnter,  with  a 
quiet  smile. 

•*  Ay,  but  that*s  not  a  reg'lar  callin' ;  only  a  likin' !  Now  a 
man  may  have  a  likin*  to  a  hundred  things  in  which  he  don't 
deal  I  set  nothin'  down  as  a  business,  which  a  man  don't  live 
by."  - 

*•  Perhaps  you're  right,  Waring.  More  die  by  whiskey  than 
live  by  whiskey." 

Whukey  Centre  seemed  struck  with  tliis  remark,  which  was 
introduced  so  aptly,  and  was  uttered  so  quietly.  He  gazed 
earnestly  at  his  companion  for  near  a  minute,  ere  he  attempted 
to  resume  the  discourse. 

''Blossom  has  often  said  as  much  as  this,"  he  then  slowly 
rejoined  ;  "and  even  Dolly  has  prophesizcd  the  same." 

The  bee-hunter  observed  that  an  impression  had  been  made, 
and  he  thought  it  wisest  to  let  the  reproof  already  administered 
produce  its  effect,  without  endeavoring  to  a«ld  to  its  power. 
Waring  sat  with  his  chin  on  hL*  breast,  in  deep  thought,  while 
his  companion,  for  the  first  time  since  they  had  met,  examined 
the  features  and  aspect  of  the  man.  At  first  sight.  Whiskey 
Centre  certainly  offered  little  that  was  inviting ;  but  a  closer 
study  of  his  countenan<'e  showed  that  he  ha<i  the  remains  of  a 
singularly  handsome  man.  Vulgar  a^  were  his  forms  of  speerh, 
ronrfe  and  forbid«ling  as  his  face  had  become,  through  the  in- 
dulgence which  w:is  his  bane,  there  were  still  traces  of  this 
truth.  His  complexion  had  once  been  fair  almost  t«>  etTcniiiia- 
cy,  his  checks  ruddy  with  health,  and  his  blue  eye  bright  and 
full  of  hope.  His  hair  was  light ;  and  all  these  jKHMiliarities 
irtrongly  denoted  his  Saxon  origin.  It  was  not  so  much  Anglo- 
Saxon  as  .-\merico-Saxon,  that  was  to  be  seen  in  the  physiml 
outlines  and  hues  of  this  nearly  self-<lestroyed  being.  The 
heaviness  of  feature,  the  ponden>usness  of  limb  and  movement, 
had  all  long  disappeared  from  his  nwe,  most  pnibably  umler 
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the  inflacncc  of  climate,  and  his  nose  was  prominent  and  grace- 
ful in  outline,  while  his  mouth  and  chin  miglit  have  passed  for 
having  been  under  the  chisel  of  some  distinguished  sculptor. 
It  was,  in  truth,  painful  to  examine  that  face,  steeped  as  it  was 
in  li<juor,  and  fast  losing  the  impress  left  by  nature.  As  yet, 
the  body  retained  most  of  its  power,  the  enemy  having  iusidi- 
ously  entered  the  citadel,  rather  than  having  actually  subdued  it 
The  bee-hunter  sigluMi  as  he  gazed  at  his  momly  companion,  and 
wondered  whether  Bl(>s<;om  had  aught  of  this  marvellous  comc- 
linesri  of  countenance,  without  its  revolting  accom{)animents. 

All  that  afternoon,  and  the  whole  of  the  night  that  succeed- 
ed, did  the  canoe  float  downward  with  the  current  Occasion- 
ally, some  slight  obstacle  to  itn  progress  would  present  itself; 
but,  on  the  whole,  its  advance  was  steady  and  certain.  As  the 
riviT  necessarily  followed  the  funnation  of  the  land,  it  was 
t4>rtuous  and  irregular  in  its  course,  though  its  general  direction 
wa-*  toward  the  north-west,  or  west  a  little  northerly.  The 
rivor-l>ottoms  being  much  more  heavily  "timbered" — to  use  a 
wi>odsman  tenn — than  the  higher  grounds,  there  waa  little  of 
the  park-like  "openings"  on  its  immediate  banks,  though 
distant  glimpses  were  had  of  many  a  glade  and  of  many  a 
charming  grove. 

As  the  canoe  moved  toward  its  point  of  destination,  the 
conversation  did  not  lag  between  the  bee-huntor  and  his  com- 
pani«»n.  Hn'h  gave  the  f)ther  a  sort  i>f  history  of  his  life  ;  for, 
now  that  the  jug  was  exhausted,  (rurshom  could  talk  not  only 
ratj«»nally,  but  with  rlramcss  and  force.  Vulgar  he  was,  and, 
a'^  Mii*ii,  uninvitin*^  and  often  repulsive;  still  his  early  educa- 
tion parti N>k  of  that  peculiarity  of  New  England  which,  if  it  do 
not  make  her  children  absi>hite]y  all  they  are  apt  to  beliere 
thcni*u'lvi>s  to  1m\  M'ldoni  leaves  them  in  the  darkness  of  a  be- 
sott'.'d  iirni>Ruio«\  As  usually  happens  with  this  particular 
ni>-(\  (icr^hi^m  had  arquired  a  good  deal  for  a  man  of  his  class 
in  lit'i* ;  and  this  infonnation,  added  ti»  native  shrewdness,  ena- 
bled him  to  maintain  \iU  place  in  the  dialogue  with  a  ccftain 
(loirri'e  of  en*dit.     He  had  a  very  lively  perception — fancied  or 
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real— of  all  the  adTantages  of  being  born  in  the  hind  of  the 
Puritani,  deeming  every  thing  that  came  of  the  great  *^  Blarney 
Stone"  superior  to  every  thing  else  of  the  same  nature  else- 
where ;  and,  while  much  disposed  to  sneer  and  rail  at  all  other 
parts  <^  the  country,  just  as  much  indisposed  to  '*  take,"  as 
disposed  to  *'  give."  Ben  Boden  soon  detected  this  weakness 
in  his  companion's  character,  a  weakness  so  very  general  as 
scarce  to  need  being  pointed  out  to  any  observant  man,  and 
which  is  almost  inseparable  from  half-way  intelligence  and  pro- 
rincial  self-admiration  ;  and  Ben  was  rather  inclined  to  play  on 
it,  whenever  Qerahom  laid  himself  a  little  more  open  than  com- 
mon, on  the  subject.  On  the  whole,  however,  the  communica- 
tions were  amicable  ;  and  the  dangers  of  the  wilderness  render- 
ing the  parties  allies,  they  went  their  way  with  an  increasing 
confidence  in  each  other's  support  Gershom,  now  that  he 
was  thoroughly  sober,  could  impart  much  to  Ben  that  was  use- 
ful ;  while  Ben  knew  a  great  deal  that  even  his  companion, 
coming  as  he  did  from  the  chosen  people,  was  not  sorry  to 
learn.  As  has  been  already  intimated,  each  communicated  to 
the  other,  in  the  course  of  this  long  journey  on  the  river,  an 
outline  of  his  past  life. 

The  history  of  Gershom  Waring  was  one  of  every-day  occur- 
rence. He  was  bom  of  a  family  in  humble  circumstances  in 
Massachusetts,  a  community  in  which,  however,  none  are  so 
very  humble  as  to  be  beneath  the  paternal  watchfulness  of  the 
state.  The  common  schools  had  done  their  duty  by  him; 
while,  according  to  his  account  of  the  matter,  his  only  sister 
had  fiillen  into  the  hands  of  a  female  relative,  who  was  enabled 
to  impart  an  instruction  slightly  superior  to  that  which  is  to  l>e 
had  from  the  servants  of  the  public.  After  a  time,  the  death 
of  this  relative,  and  the  marriage  of  Gershom,  brought  the 
brother  and  sister  together  again,  the  Ust  still  quite  young. 
From  this  period  the  migratory  life  of  the  family  commenced. 
Previously  to  the  establishment  of  manufactories  within  her 
limits,  New  England  systematically  gave  forth  her  increase  to 
the  states  west  and  south  of  her  own  territories.     A  portion  of 
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this  iiirn*a.se  still  mipratos,  an<l  will  pwbably  lonja:  continue  no 
to  iii>;  l>nt  the  iu\i:  of  younir  women,  which  once  flowed  M> 
hti'inlily  tnun  tliat  rcfji'^n*  would  now  fteom  to  have  turned,  and 
is  si'ttinjr  ha«-k  in  a  flood  of  **farton'  girK"  But  the  Warings 
livfd  at  too  early  a  day  to  fool  the  influence  of  such  a  paw  of 
civilizjition,  and  went  west,  almost  as  a  matter  of  course.  With 
the  oonjmenoenient  t>f  hi*^  mij^atory  life,  (Jcrshom  bej^n  to 
*' dissipate,''  as  it  hits  pit  to  he  matter  of  convention  to  term 
**drinkin!X."  Ft)rtunately,  Mrs.  Waring  Imd  no  children,  thus 
h'ssoning  in  a  measure  the  privations  t<>  which  those  unhicky 
females  were  obliged  to  submit.  When  Gershom  left  hift  birth- 
plarr  ho  had  a  sum  of  money  exceeding  a  thous:md  dollars  in 
amount,  the  united  means  of  hims4>lf  and  sister;  but,  by  the 
time  he  had  reached  l>etrtut,  it  was  redu<*ed  to  lesA  than  a  hun- 
•Iri'd.  Several  years,  however,  had  been  consume*!  by  the  way, 
the  habits  growing  w«»rse  and  the  money  vanishing,  a.«  the  fam- 
ily went  further  and  further  t«»ward  the  skirts  of  wx'iety.  At 
length  Gershom  attaehed  himself  to  a  sutler,  who  was  going  up 
to  Michilimaekinae,  with  a  party  of  troops;  and  Anally  ho  left 
that  place  tf>  proceed,  in  a  canoe  of  his  «»wn,  to  the  hea<]  of 
Lakr  Miehigan,  wImtc  was  a  post  on  the  presi-nt  site  of  Chicago, 
whii'li  was  thru  kn^^n  as  Fort  Dearborn. 

In  splitting  Ma«"kinac  fnr  Chicjigo,  Waring  had  90  vc*ry  set- 
tle! 1  plan.  His  habits  had  completely  put  him  out  of  favor  at 
tin-  f«Tmi'r  place;  and  a  eertain  restlessness  urged  him  to  pone- 
tnitr  still  farthiT  into  the  wilderness.  In  all  his  migrations  and 
v^aiidtTinL''''  the  two  devoteil  females  followed  his  fortunes;  the 
one  bei-auM-  >h«*  \^:ls  his  wife,  the  other  because  she  wai  hia 
MstiT.  Whrn  the  rani >e  reached  the  mouth  of  the  Kalamazoo, 
a  gale  i»f  uinii  dmve  it  into  the  river;  and  fimiing  a  de^rted 
i-altih,  n-ady  built,  to  reeeive  him,  <yershom  landed,  and  had 
bem  bu»y  with  the  riflr  for  the  last  tort  night,  the  time  he  liad 
b«'en  on  hhore.  J 1  earing  from  S4»me  voyageurs  who  had  gone 
down  the  lake,  that  a  bre-hunter  was  up  the  river,  he  had 
tollt>wed  the  Mreani  in  its  windings  until  he  fell  in  with  le 
liourdon. 
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Such  ifl  an  ontline  of  the  account  which  \Vhi8key  Centre 
Ipive  of  hiniself.  It  is  true,  he  said  very  little  of  his  propensity 
to  diinkf  but  this  his  companion  was  enabled  to  conjecture 
from  the  context  of  his  narrative,  as  well  as  from  what  he  had 
M»eii.  It  was  Tery  evident  to  the  bee-hunter,  that  the  plans  of 
both  parties  for  the  summer  were  about  to  be  seriously  derang- 
ed by  the  impending  hoy^tilities,  and  that  some  decided  move- 
ment  might  be  rendered  necessary,  even  for  the  protection  of 
their  lives.  This  much  he  communicated  to  Gershom,  who 
heard  his  opinions  with  interest,  and  a  concern  in  behalf  of  his 
wife  and  sister  that  at  least  did  some  credit  to  his  heart.  For 
the  first  lime  in  many  months,  indeed,  Gershom  was  now  jier- 
feclly  sober,  a  circumstance  that  was  solely  owing  to  his  having 
IumI  no  access  to  liquor  for  eight-and-forty  hours.  With  the 
return  of  a  clear  head,  came  junter  notions  of  the  dangers  and 
difliculties  in  which  he  ha<l  involved  the  two  seIf-<levoted 
women  who  had  accompiuiied  him  so  far,  and  who  really 
Heemed  ready  t4>  fi>)low  him  in  making  the  circuit  of  the  earth. 

"  It's  troublesome  times,"  exclaimed  Whiskey  Centre,  when 
his  companion  had  just  ended  one  of  his  strong  and  lucid 
htatements  of  the  embarrassments  that  might  environ  them, 
ere  they  could  get  back  to  the  settled  portions  of  the  country — 
*'  it's  troublesome  times,  truly  I  I  see  all  you  would  say.  Bour- 
don, and  wonder  I  ever  got  my  foot  so  deep  into  it,  witluMit 
thinkin*  of  all,  beforolian<l !  The  best  on  us  will  make  mistakes, 
hows'ever,  and  J  suppose  I've  been  called  on  to  make  mine,  as 
well  as  another.*' 

**  My  trade  speaks  for  itself,''  returned  the  bee-hunter,  '*  and 
any  man  can  see  why  one  who  looks  for  bees  must  come  where 
they're  to  be  fount! ;  but,  I  will  own,  Gershom,  that  your  spec- 
ulation lies  a  little  f>eyond  my  un<lerstanding.  Now,  you  tell 
IDC  you  have  two  full  barrels  of  whiskey — " 

**  Had,  I^unlon — had — one  of  them  is  pretty  nearly  half 
used,  I  am  afeard.*" 

'*  Well  had^  until  you  began  to  Ikj  your  own  customer. 
But  here  you  are,  squatted  at  the  mouth  of  the  Kaliuiiaxoo,  with 
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a  l>arrel  and  a  half  of  liquor,  and  nobody  but  younelf  to  drink 
it  I  Where  the  profits  are  to  come  from,  exceeds  Pennf«ylvany 
calculations  ;  perhaps  a  Yankee  can  tell/* 

*'  You  forget  the  Injins.  I  met  a  man  at  Mackinaw,  who 
only  took  out  in  his  canoe  one  barrel,  and  he  brought  in  skins 
enough  to  set  up  a  grocery,  at  Detroit.  But  I  was  on  the  trail 
of  the  soldiers,  and  meant  to  make  a  business  on*t,  at  Fort 
Dfurbom.  What  between  the  soldiers  and  the  redskins,  a  man 
might  sell  gallons  a  day,  and  at  fair  prices.*' 

"  It's  a  sorry  business  at  the  best,  Whiskey;  and  now  you're 
fairly  sober,  if  you'll  take  my  advice  you'll  remain  so.  Why 
not  make  up  your  mind,  like  a  man,  and  vow  you^U  never 
tourh  another  drop." 

*'  Maybe  I  will,  when  these  two  barrels  is  emptied — I've  often 
thought  of  doin'  some  sich  matter ;  and,  ag'in  and  ag'in,  has 
Dolly  and  Bl«>SHom  advised  me  to  fall  into  the  plan ;  but  it*B 
hanl  to  give  up  old  habits  all  at  once.  If  I  could  only  taper 
otf  on  a  pint  a  day,  for  a  year  or  so,  1  think  I  might  come 
round  in  time.  I  know  as  well  as  you  do.  Bourdon,  that 
sobriety  ii^  a  good  thing,  anil  dissipation  a  bad  thing ;  but  ii*t 
hard  to  give  up  all  at  once." 

I^st  the  instructed  reader  should  wonder  at  a  man's  using 
the  term  **  dissipation"  in  a  wilderness,  it  may  be  well  to  ex- 
plain that,  in  common  Ameriran  parlance,  *^  dissipation"  has 
got  to  mi*an  '*  dnink(*nness."  Perhaps  half  of  the  whole  coun- 
try, if  told  that  a  man,  or  a  w«)man,  might  be  exceedingly  dis^ 
sipated  and  nevtT  swallow  anything  stronger  than  water,  woold 
stoutly  d«'ny  the  justice  of  applying  the  word  to  such  a  person. 
This  por\ei>ion  «>f  the  meaning  of  a  very  common  term,  has 
probably  arisen  from  the  circumstance  that  there  is  very  little 
dissipation  in  tlu'  ci>untry  that  is  not  connected  with  hard  drink- 
ing. .V  ili««<«ip.'iti'd  woman  is  a  person  almost  unknown  in  Amer- 
ica ;  or  wlit-n  tin*  wonl  is  applied,  it  means  a  ver\'  different  degree 
of  nii^^^pending  of  time,  from  that  whi«'h  is  understood  by  the 
UM*  «>f  the  i»anie  reiiroarh,  in  older  an<l  more  sophisticated  states 
of  iMiriety.     The  majority  rules  in  this  country,  and  with  the 
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majority  excesA  usually  takes  this  particular  aspect ;  refinement 
having  very  little  connection  with  the  dissipation  of  the  masses, 
anywhere. 

The  excuses  of  his  companion,  however,  caused  le  Bourdon 
to  muse,  more  than  might  otherwise  have  heen  the  case,  on 
Whiskey  Centre* s  condition.  Apart  from  all  considerations 
connected  with  the  man*s  own  welfare,  and  the  happiness  of 
his  funily,  there  were  those  which  were  inseparable  from  the 
common  safety,  in  the  present  state  of  the  country.  Boden 
was  a  man  of  much  decision  and  firmness  of  character,  and  he 
was  clear-headed  as  to  causes  and  consequences.  The  practice 
of  linng  alone  had  induced  in  him  the  habits  of  reflection ;  and 
the  self-reliance  produced  by  his  solitary  life,  a  life  of  which  ho 
was  fond  almost  to  a  passion,  caused  him  to  decide  warily,  but 
to  act  promptly.  As  they  descended  the  river  together,  there-  » 
fore,  he  went  over  the  whole  of  Gershom  Waring' s  case  and 
pronpects,  with  great  impartiality  and  care,  and  settled  in  his 
own  mind  what  ought  to  be  done,  as  well  as  the  mode  of  doing* 
it-  He  kept  his  own  counsel,  however,  discussing  all  sorts  of 
subjects  that  were  of  interest  to  men  in  their  situation,  as  they 
floated  down  the  stream,  avoiding  any  recurrence  to  this  theme, 
which  was  possibly  of  more  importance  to  them  both,  just  then, 
than  any  other  that  could  be  presented. 
4 
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CHAPTER  V. 

••  llr  wx*  A  wicht  of  hl^rh  n-niiwn. 
A  1x1  thitii  art  Imt  < if  low  ili-icn-o : 
*Ti^  priilc  that  pulli*  tbi'  nnintiT'  ilo«rn-> 
TIicD  tokf  thiiK!  aiild  clunk  abtiut  thew" 

BUAKIPEABB. 

The  cjinoc  tlM  not  roach  the  iii«>iith  of  the  river  until  near 
evening  <»f  the  thirl  day  of  its  navi<^ition.  It  was  not  ro  much 
tlie  di^tanoe,  tliouirh  tliat  was  considernble,  as  it  was  the  obsta- 
cli's  that  lay  in  th<>  way,  which  liroiif^ht  the  travellen  to  th'.^ 
«Mi  I  of  their  journey  at  so  late  a  period.  As  they  <lrew  nean^r 
:iii  1  n«'arcr  to  the  pljwe  wlu-re  ^rorshom  had  left  his  wife  an  I 
si<»t<T,  le  HourdoD  detected  in  hiscimipjinion  signs  of  an  inlcn*Nt 
ill  the  welfare  of  the  two  last,  a^^  well  as  a  certain  fevcrisli 
uiieaHiiieo  lest  all  initfht  not  l>e  well  with  them,  that  said  soinv*- 
I  hill.;  in  favor  of  liis  lieart,  whatever  might  be  urged  against  his 
|irudi*ii<*e  aiiii  care  in  leaving  them  alone  in  so  exposed  a  aitOA- 
ti'tn. 

**  l*in  aft'arl  a  Inxly  don't  think  as  much  as  he  ought  to  ilo« 
wh-ii  liiju«>r  i-«  in  him,"  s;iid  Whiskey  Centre,  ju^t  as  the  canoj 
iloiihh'd  th«>  la^t  point,  and  the  Imt  came  into  view;  *^  else  I 
iir\rr  rtniM  ha\r  h*ft  two  women  hy  themselves  in  so  loncs«>me 
a  plrff.  <l«»d  1m'  praiK*'!  I  tiieri'  is  the  chiruU  at  any  rate;  and 
thrn-'^a  smoke  romiii'  out  of  it,  if  my  eyes  don't  deceive  ino ! 
Loiik,  H«)urd«»ii,  f«»r  I  fan  scan-ely  s^»e  at  alL'*" 

••TliiTi"  i«<  thi'  hoii^e ;  and,  a«*  you  say,  there  is  eertainly  a 
.•»ni«»ki'  ri-iiiL:  frmn  it." 

'•Tiirn''* ifort   in  tliat  !**  exrjaimeil  the  truant  hu^liand 

and  hrothiT,  with  a  sj^h  that  mmmiiciI  to  relieve  a  very  loaded 
l»rea«»t.     **  Yes,  there's  comf«>rt  in  that !     If  thero^s  a  fire,  thew* 
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must  be  them  that  lighted  it ;  and  a  fire  at  this  season,  too, 
■ays  that  there^s  somethin*  to  eat.  I  should  be  sorry,  Boardon, 
to  think  rd  left  the  women  folks  without  food ;  though,  to  own 
the  truth,  I  don*t  remember  whether  I  did  or  not/* 

*'  The  man  who  drinks,  Gkrshom,  has  commoalj  but  a  very 
poor  memory/* 

"That's  true — yes.  Til  own  that;  and  I  wish  it  wam*t  as 
true  as  it  is ;  but  reason  and  strong  drink  do  not  travel  far  in 
company — " 

Gerihom  suddenly  ceased  speaking;  dropping  his  paddle 
like  one  beset  by  a  powerless  weakness.  The  bee-hunter  saw 
that  he  was  overcome  by  some  unexpected  occurrence,  and 
that  the  man's  feelings  were  keenly  connected  with  the  caa^, 
whatever  that  might  be.  Looking  eagerly  around  in  quest  of 
the  explanation,  le  Bourdon  saw  a  female  standing  on  a  point 
of  land  that  commanded  a  view  of  the  river  and  its  banks  for  a 
ooBsiderable  distance,  unequivocally  watching  the  approach  of 
the  canoe. 

'*  There  she  is,*'  said  Oershom,  in  a  subdued  tone — ^^  that's 
Dolly ;  and  there  she  has  been,  Fll  engage,  half  the  time  of 
my  absence,  waitin'  to  got  the  first  glimpse  of  my  mUerabie 
body,  as  it  came  back  to  her.  Sich  is  woman,  Ik>urdon ;  afid 
God  forgive  me,  if  I  have  ever  forgotten  their  natur',  when  I 
was  bound  to  remember  it  But  we  all  have  our  weak  moments, 
at  times,  and  I  trust  mine  will  not  be  accounted  ag*iu  me  more 
than  them  of  other  men." 

**  This  ia  a  beautiful  sight,  Gershom,  and  it  almost  makes  me 
your  friend  I  The  man  for  whom  a  woman  can  feel  so  much 
concern — that  a  woman — nay,  women  ;  for  you  tell  me  your 
sister  is  one  of  the  fismily — but  the  man  whom  decent  women 
can  ic>llow  to  a  pUce  like  this,  must  have  some  good  p'ints 
aboQt  him.  That  woman  is  a  weepin' ;  and  it  must  be  for  j<»y 
at  your  return." 

**  Twoold  be  jist  like  Dolly  to  do  so— she's  done  it  before, 
and  would  be  likely  to  do  so  ag'in,*'  answered  (tershom,  nearly 
clM>ked  bj  the  effort  he  made  to  ^ak  without  betraying  bin 
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own  emotion.  **  Put  the  canoe  into  the  p*int,  and  let  me  land 
there.  I  must  go  up  and  say  a  kind  word  to  poor  Dollv  ;  whilo 
you  can  pad<lle  on,  and  let  Blojwom  know  I'm  near  at  hand.** 

The  l>cH'-huntcr  compliiMl  in  silence,  casting  curious  glances 
upward  at  the  woman  while  doing  so,  in  order  to  ascertiun  what 
w>rt  of  a  female  Whiskey  Centre  could  possihly  have  for  a  wife, 
T«>  his  surprise,  Dorothy  Waring  was  not  only  decently,  but 
she  was  neatly  cla*l,  appearing  as  if  she  had  stu<liou9ly  attenilod 
to  Ikt  personal  appcanince,  in  the  hope  of  welcoming  her  \sity 
ward  an<l  unfortunate  husband  back  to  his  forest  home.  Thir 
much  le  Bourdon  saw,  by  a  ha^^ty  glance,  as  his  companion 
lan<iod,  for  a  feeling  of  delicacy  prevented  him  from  taking  a 
longer  lo«>k  at  the  woman.  As  (icrshom  ascended  the  bank  to 
meet  his  wife,  le  Bourdon  paddled  on,  and  landed  just  l>e1ow 
the  gr«>ve  in  which  wjis  the  chirnte.  It  might  have  licen  his 
l«»ng  exi'Iu<>ion  from  all  of  the  other  sex,  and  most  cspeciallj 
fnun  that  j)«»rtion  of  it  whirh  retains  its  better  looks,  but  the 
beiii;r  whii-h  now  met  the  hee-hunter,  appearetl  to  him  to  Ixrhmg 
tt>  :iiii>thtT  wnrld,  rather  than  to  that  in  which  he  habitually 
dwi'lt.  As  this  was  Margerj'  Warinj;,  who  was  almost  uniformlj 
called  BliJ-'Siiin,  by  her  aeijuaintances,  and  who  is  destined  to 
act  an  important  part  in  this  legeu«l  of  the  '*  openings^*  it  may 
be  wrll  t«>  ^ive  a  hrief  description  «>f  her  age,  attire,  and  per- 
Hin.'il  appearance,  at  the  moment  when  she  was  first  seen  by  le 
]i<iurdi>n. 

In  ci.ni{>lexii>n,color  of  the  hair,  and  outline  of  face,  Margery 
Waring  hore  a  strong  family  ri'Si-mblance  to  her  brother.  In 
spite  of  txposiirc,  an«l  tlie  reflection  of  the  sun's  rays  from  the 
water  "'f  the  lake,  however,  hi^r  skin  was  of  a  clear,  trani^rent 
white.  Mich  as  iMir  might  look  for  in  a  drawing-room,  but  hardly 
f'Xp4'ct  to  Hhil  in  a\iildiTness  ;  while  the  tint  of  her  lips,  cheeka, 
and.  in  a  llinlini^hcd  dc;rr(>(>,  of  her  chin  and  eap«,  were  such  at 
one  wliti  wit'Med  a  pcnrjl  mit;ht  long  endeavor  to  catch  with- 
out succt'filiii;r.  Her  featuri's  had  the  cliiselled  outline  which 
wa'«  S4>  rcmarkaMt*  in  her  hrother:  while  in  her  countenance,  in 
iiiMition  to  the  S4if\ened  ex|)res<«ion  of  her  sex  and  years,  there 
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was  nothing  to  denote  any  physical  or  moral  infirmity,  to  form 
a  (Irmwbatrk  to  its  witchery  and  regularity.  Her  eyen  were  bine, 
and  her  hair  as  near  golden  as  human  tresses  well  coold  be. 
Exercise,  a  life  of  change,  and  of  dwelling  much  in  the  open 
air,  had  gi%'en  to  this  unusually  charming  girl,  not  only  health, 
but  its  appearance.  Still,  she  was  in  no  respect  coarse,  or  had 
any  thing  in  the  least  about  her  that  indicated  her  being  accus- 
tomed to  toil,  with  some  slight  exception  in  her  hands,  perliaps, 
which  were  those  of  a  girl  who  did  not  spare  herself,  when  there 
was  an  opportunity  to  be  of  use.  In  this  particular,  the  vagrant 
life  of  her  brother  had  possibly  been  of  some  advantage  to  her, 
ai  it  had  prevented  her  being  much  employed  in  the  ordinary 
toil  of  her  condition  in  life.  Still,  Margery  Waring  had  that 
happy  admixture  of  delicacy  and  physical  energy,  which  is, 
perhaps,  oftener  to  be  met  in  the  American  girl  of  her  class, 
than  in  the  girl  of  almost  any  other  nation ;  and  far  c»fteuer  than 
in  the  young  American  of  her  sex,  who  is  placed  above  the 
necessity  of  labor. 

As  a  stranger  approached  her,  the  countenance  of  this  fair 
creature  expressed  both  surprise  and  sjitisfa«'tion ;  Mirpri<^>  that 
any  one  should  have  been  met  by  Gershoni,  in  >uoh  a  wilder- 
ness, and  satisfa^'tion  that  the  stranger  proved  to  l>e  a  white 
man,  and  seemingly  one  who  did  not  drink. 

**  You  art»  BliM«som,"  sai<l  the  l>ee-hunter,  taking  the  hand 
of  the  half-reluctant  girl,  in  a  way  so  re>pectlul  and  friendly, 
that  she  could  not  refuse  it,  even  while  she  doubted  the  pro- 
priety of  thus  receiving  an  utter  stranger — **the  Blossom  of 
whom  Gershom  Waring  s]H'aks  so  often,  and  so  alTe<'tioiiately  ?" 

'*  You  are.  then,  my  bn^her  s  friend,**  answerer  1  Margery, 
Mniling  so  sweetly,  that  le  Bourdon  gazed  on  her  with  delight. 
••  We  are  mo  glad  that  he  has  <'onje  back  I  Five  terrible  iiightA 
have  si«ter  and  I  been  here  alone,  and  we  have  Wlieved  every 
ba«h  was  a  red  man  !^' 

•*That  dangiT  is  over,  now.  Blossom;  but  there  is  still  an 
t>nemy  near  you  that  nmst  l>e  overcome." 

**  An  enemy  !     There  is  no  one,  hon\  but  Dolly  and  mys4*lf. 
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No  nno  has  ])een  near  us  Rince  Gershora  went  after  the  bee- 
huiitor,  whom  wc  heard  was  out  in  the  opening;^  Are  you 
that  hoo-hunttT  V 

**  I  am,  heaiitiful  Blossom ;  and  I  tell  you  there  is  an  enemy 
here,  in  your  eabin,  that  must  be  looked  to.** 

**  We  fear  no  enemies  but  the  red  men,  and  wc  hare  Hccn 
none  of  them  since  wc  re.'iched  this  river.  AVhat  is  the  name 
of  the  enemy  you  so  dread,  an<l  where  is  he  to  be  found  ?" 

*'  His  name  is  Whiskey,  and  he  is  kept  somewhere  in  this 
hut,  in  rasks.  Show  me  tlio  plaee,  that  T  may  destroy  him, 
before  his  friend  eomes  to  his  assistance." 

A  |j:l«*am  of  brij^ht  intelligence  flashed  into  the  face  of  the 
beautiful  youiijj  rreature.  First  she  reddened  almost  to  scarlet; 
then  her  faee  l>i'came  ]>ale  as  death.  Compressing  ber  lips 
intrn-irjy,  she  stood  irr»'sohite — now  gazing  at  the  pleasing,  and 
s«'»'ininixly  w»'ll-di>.pos*'d  stranger  before  her,  now  looking  ear- 
ned I\  toward  the  still  tlistant  fonns  of  her  brother  and  sister, 
whi«h  w»Te  sl.iwly  advancing  in  the  direction  of  the  cabin. 

**  Pare  you  .'"  ^farger}•  at  length  aske<],  pointing  toward  her 
bri»ther. 

"  I  dare :  he  i'*  now  «juite  sol»er,  anil  may  l)0  reasoned  with. 
F*>T  the  sake  of  us  all,  h't  us  profit  by  this  advantage." 

'*lle  kei'|i*i  the  li<}uor  in  two  c:isks  thjit  you  will  find  under 
the  »ihe.l,  behind  the  hut." 

Thi^  >aid,  the  <;irl  t'overed  her  fiu^c  with  both  her  hands,  and 
sunk  nil  a  stool,  i\s  if  afraiil  ti»  be  a  witness  of  that  which  waa 
to  fallow.  As  tor  le  l>ourd«»n,  he  <iid  not  delay  a  moment,  but 
pasM'd  out  of  the  «abiii  by  a  second  door,  that  opened  in  its 
rear.  There  w<Te  the  two  barrels,  and  by  their  side  an  axe. 
\\U  first  inipuUe  was  to  dash  in  the  heads  of  the  casks  where 
they  stiMid  ;  but  a  moiiii>iit*s  n-tleetiou  told  him  that  the  odor. 
Si  I  iK-ar  the  eabin.  wnuid  be  unplfasjuit  to  every  one,  and  might 
ha\e  a  t^ndeiiey  to  «>xasperate  the  owner  of  the  liquor.  Uc 
e.'tM  alMiut  hini,  tli<'ref«)re,  for  the  means  of  remonng  the  caakai 
ill  ordi-r  tit  sta\e  tlieiii,  at  a  distance  fri>m  the  dwelling. 

Fortunatelv,  the  cabin  of  Whiskey  Ccntn^  stoo4l  on  the  bn>w 
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of  a  fharp  descent^  at  the  bottom  of  which  ran  a  brawling 
brook.  At  another  moment,  1e  Bourdon  would  have  thought  ) 
of  Mving  the  barrels ;  but  time  preftsed,  and  he  could  not  delay. 
S(»izing  the  barrel  next  to  him,  he  rolled  it  without  difficulty  to 
the  brow  of  the  declivity,  and  set  it  off  with  a  powerful  Hhovt* 
of  hia  foot  It  was  the  half-empty  cask,  and  away  it  went,  the 
liquor  it  contained  washing  about  as  it  rolled  over  and  over, 
until  hitting  a  rock  about  half-way  down  the  declivity,  the 
hoops  gave  way,  when  the  staves  went  over  the  little  precipice, 
and  the  water  of  the  stream  was  tumbling  through  all  that  re- 
mained of  the  cask,  at  the  next  instant.  A  slight  exclamation 
of  delight  behind  him  caused  the  bee-hunter  to  look  roun<I,  and 
be  saw  that  Margery  was  watching  his  movement  with  an 
absorbed  interest  Her  smile  was  one  of  joy,  not  unminglcd 
with  terror ;  and  she  rather  whispered  than  said  aloud — '^*^  The 
other — the  other — that  is  full — be  quick ;  there  is  no  time  to 
lose.**  The  bee-hunter  seized  the  second  cask  and  rolled  it 
toward  the  brow  of  the  rocks.  It  was  not  quite  as  easily  hand- 
led aa  the  other  barrel,  but  his  strength  sufficed,  and  it  wart  soon 
Iniunding  down  the  declivity  after  its  companion.  Tlie  secon<l 
cank  hit  the  same  rock  as  the  first,  whence  it  leaped  off  the 
pn^cipice,  and,  aided  by  ita  greater  momentum,  it  was  literally 
da<«hed  in  pieces  at  its  base. 

Not  only  was  this  barrel  broken  into  fragments,  but  its  hoops 
and  staves  were  carried  down  the  torrent,  driving  l>efore  them 
thijue  of  the  sister  cask,  until  the  whole  were  swept  into  Uie 
lake,  which  was  some  distance  from  the  cabin. 

**That  job  is  well  done  !^*  exclaimed  le  lk>urdon,  when  the 
la«t  fragment  of  the  wreck  was  taken  out  of  sight  **  \o  man 
will  ever  turn  himself  into  a  beast  by  means  of  that  liquor.** 

•*  God  be  praised !"  murmured  Margery.  **  He  is  s*i 
different,  stranger,  when  he  has  been  drinking,  from  what  he 
i^  when  he  has  not !  You  ha%'e  been  sent  by  Providence  to 
do  OS  this  good.** 

**  I  can  ea^ly  believe  that,  for  it  is  so  with  u^  nil.  Hut 
yoa    mu'4    not   <rall   me    Htninger,  swwt    Mar^rrj- ;    for,   miw 
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that  you  and  I  have  this  secret  between  us,  I  am  a  stranger  no 
loii^iT." 

Tile  girl  Ainiled  and  blushed  ;  then  she  seemed  anxious  to 
lisk  u  question.  In  the  mean  time  they  left  the  hhed,  and  took 
seats,  in  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  (irenthom  and  his  wife.  It 
w.'is  not  long  ere  the  last  entered ;  the  countenance  of  the  wife 
beaming  with  a  satisfaction  she  made  no  effort  to  conceal. 
Dolly  was  n(»t  as  beautiful  as  her  sister-in-law;  still,  she  was  a 
comely  woman,  though  one  who  hud  l»een  stricken  by  sorrow. 
She  was  still  young,  and  might  have  been  in  the  |»ride  of  her 
gtxNl  looks,  had  it  not  been  for  the  manner  in  which  she  had 
grievi'tl  over  the  fall  of  Gershom.  The  joy  tliat  gladdens  a 
w Oman's  lif art,  however,  was  now  illuminating  her  countenance^ 
and  she  welcomed  le  B«>urdon  most  cordially,  as  if  awaro  tliat 
hi*  liad  been  of  senice  to  her  husl>and.  For  months  she  bad 
n>»t  Moii  (fersh<»m  tjuite  himself,  until  that  evening. 

"1  have  told  Dolly  all  our  adventures,  Ik^urdon/*  cried 
<nr^hnin,  as  soon  as  the  brief  greetings  were  over,  *' aud  she 
tells  me  alfs  right,  hereabouts.  Three  canoe-Io2ids  of  Injins 
|>a»ed  along  shore,  goin'  up  the  lake,  she  tells  me,  this  very 
a'ternoon  ;  but  they  didn't  see  the  smoke,  the  tire  bein*  out, 
and  must  have  thought  the  hut  empty  ;  if  indeed,  they  knew 
any  I  bin'  of  it,  at  all." 

'•'Ilie  la^t  i^  the  nmst  likely,"  ri'marked  Marger}' ;  *' for  I 
wali'hed  tlieiM  narrowly  from  the  beeches  on  the  shore,  and 
tliire  ^i:is  no  pointing,  or  looking  up,  its  would  have  happene<l 
li;i<ltlierr  breM  any  one  among  them  who  couhi  show  the  others 
a  rabin.  lIou>»'s  an'l  so  plmty,  in  this  part  of  the  countn\ 
tiiat  travt  lKr«  pass  without  turning  round  to  KN»k  at  them.  An 
Injin  h:LH  <-uri«isity  us  will  as  a  white  man.  though  he  managers 
*«  •  often  to  «"onceal  it." 

*'  Diilit't  \ou  s'ly.  l(|ii>.soni,  that  one  of  the  canoes  was  ranch 
iTJiimi  the  loiters,  anil  tluit  a  warri«ir  in  that  canoe  di<i  look 
j.p  t'»ward  thi-»  grove,  a-*  if  searching  for  the  cal>in  T*  asked 
D..r..th\. 

*•  KithtT  it  wa-*  s»»,  or  my  fears  ma«le  it  ttfiw  ho.     The  two 
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canoos  that  paMcd  first  were  well  filled  with  Injins,  each  having 
eight  in  it ;  while  the  one  that  came  last  held  but  four  warriors. 
They  were  a  mile  apart,  and  the  last  canoe  seemed  to  be  tr}'ing 
to  overtake  the  others.  I  did  think  that  nothing  but  their 
haftte  prevented  the  men  in  the  last  canoe  from  landing ;  but 
my  fears  may  have  made  that  seem  so  that  was  not  so.** 

As  the  cheek  of  the  charming  girl  flushed  with  excitement, 
and  her  face  became  animated,  Mai^ery  appeared  mar>'elIously 
handsome;  more  so,  the  bee-hunter  fancied,  than  any  other 
female  he  had  ever  before  seen.  But  her  words  impressed  him 
quite  as  much  as  her  looks ;  for  he  at  once  saw  the  importance 
of  such  an  event,  to  persons  in  their  situation.  The  wind  was 
rising  on  the  lake,  and  it  was  ahead  for  the  canoes ;  should  the 
savages  feel  the  necessity  of  making  a  harbor,  they  might  re- 
turn to  the  mouth  of  the  Kalamazoo ;  a  step  that  would  en- 
danger all  their  lives,  in  the  event  of  these  Indians  proving  to 
belong  to  those,  whom  there  was  now  reason  to  believe  were 
in  British  pay.  In  times  of  peace,  the  intercourse  between  the 
whites  and  the  red  men  was  usually  amicable,  and  seldom  led 
to  violence,  unless  through  the  effects  of  liquor ;  but,  a  price 
being  pUced  on  scalps,  a  very  difierent  state  of  things  might  be 
anticipated,  as  a  consequence  of  the  hostilities.  This  was  then 
a  matter  to  be  looked  to ;  and,  as  evening  was  approaching,  no 
time  was  to  be  lost. 

The  shores  of  Michigan  are  generally  low,  nor  are  harbors 
either  numerous,  or  very  easy  of  access.  It  would  be  difiicult, 
indeed,  to  find  in  any  other  part  of  the  world,  so  great  an  ex- 
tent of  coast,  that  possesses  so  little  protection  for  the  navigator, 
as  that  of  this  very  lake.  There  are  a  good  many  rivers,  it  is 
triM,  but  usually  they  have  bars,  and  arc  not  easy  of  entrance. 
This  is  the  reason,  why  that  very  convenient  glove,  the  Con- 
stitution, which  can  be  made  to  tit  any  hand,  has  l>een  dis- 
covered  to  have  an  extra  finger  in  it,  which  points  out  a  nioile 
by  which  the  federal  government  can  create  ports  wherever 
nature  has  forgotten  to  perform  this  beneficent  4»t!ice.  It  is  a 
little  extraordinar}'  that  the  finjrers  of   w>  many  of  tlic  crn-at 
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'*  oxjM^uTnlois"  turn  out  to  be  "thnmbs,**  however,  exhibiting 
cluinsinoss,  rather  than  that  adroit  lightness  which  usually 
rlmnK'tvrizt's  the  dexterity  of  men  who  arc  in  the  habit  nf 
niiiiiiiii«^iiiLj  nther  poople'n  pockets,  for  their  own  especial  pur- 
posi's.  It  must  be  somewhat  up-hill  work  to  persuade  any 
disinterested  aiiil  clear-headed  man,  that  a  political  power  to 
**  repiilate  couinierce"  p»es  the  leufifth  of  making  harbon; 
the  one  l>ein<;  in  a  great  me«xsure  a  moral,  while  the  other  is  ex- 
clusively a  physical  agen<'y ;  any  more  tlmn  it  goe«  the  length 
of  making  wandiouses,  and  crani»s,  and  carts  and  all  the  other 
physical  implements  for  carrying  on  trade.  \<iw,  what  rendera 
all  this  "thumbing"  of  the  Constitution  so  much  the  more  al>- 
surd,  is  the  fa(*t,  that  the  very  g<»nerous  compiK't  interested  doe« 
funii^h  a  means,  by  which  the  poverty  of  p<irts  on  the  great 
lake»4  may  Im'  remedii-d,  without  making  any  more  unnecessary 
T«*nts  in  the  great  national  gh)ve.  Congress  clearly  posfMrsses 
Xho  power  to  rn^ate  and  maintain  a  navy,  which  includes  the 
powiT  to  creat**  all  sorts  of  necessary  physical  appliances;  and, 
auKMig  others,  pla<'es  of  n*ftige  for  that  navy,  should  they  be 
actually  needed.  As  a  ves>el  i»f  war  nMjuin»s  a  harbor,  and 
usually  a  hetter  harbor  than  a  mendiant-vesst^l,  it  strikeii  ua 
th<'  *'  rxpounders"  would  di)  well  to  give  this  thought  a 
moment's  attention.  Hidiind  it  will  Ih'  found  the  most  un- 
answi'niMe  argument  in  favor  of  the  light -houses,  too. 

r>ut,  t«»  return  to  the  narrative:  the  Kalamazoo  couM  be 
ent«Ti"l  l»y  ranors,  though  it  otfcn»d  no  very  available  sheltor 
fiir  a  M — rl  of  any  size.  There  was  fio  other  shelter  for 
tilt'  s'lvaiTi's  fur  M'veral  miles  to  the  southward;  and,  should 
thf  wiutl  inrnaM'.  vf  whirh  tln-re  were  strong  indications^  it 
was  (lilt  Diily  pn^oiMr,  but  highly  probable,  that  the  ranoea 
wmuM  n-tuni.  Aci'nrilin;;  to  tlu'  acrount  of  the  females,  thcr 
ha>l  pa**fd  Miily  two  h«»urs  brfon-,  and  the  bn»eze  ha«l  hoen 
gradually  irJitlnTinir  -itrmirth  r\iT  sinre.  It  was  not  unlikely, 
indt'od,  that  tlir  altrntion  paid  to  the  river  by  the  warrior  in 
till*  laM  i-aniM',  nmy  hav**  had  n»fen'nce  to  this  very  state  of  the 
i%iailMT;  and  his  li:t>«ti*  ti»  «»vi'rtake  his  <'ompanions  been  eon- 
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Deeted  with  a  desire  to  induce  tiicm  to  seek  a  shelter.  All  this 
presented  itself  to  the  bee-huntor's  mind,  at  once ;  and  it  was 
discossed  between  the  members  of  the  party,  freely,  and  not 
without  some  grave  apprehensions. 

There  was  one  elevated  point — elevated  comparatively,  if 
not  in  a  very  positive  sense — whence  the  eye  could  command 
a  considerable  distance  along  the  lake  shore.  Thither  Mai^ry 
now  hastened  to  look  after  the  canoes.  Boden  accompanied 
her ;  and  together  they  proceeded,  side  by  side,  with  a  new- 
bom,  but  lively  and  increasing  confidence,  tliat  was  all  the 
greater,  in  consequence  of  their  possessing  a  common  secret'* 

'*  Brother  must  be  much  better  than  he  was,*'  the  girl  ob- 
served, as  they  hurried  on,  '*  for  he  has  not  once  been  into  the 
shed  to  look  at  the  barrels !  Before  he  went  into  the  open- 
ings, he  never  entered  the  house  without  drinking ;  and,  some- 
times, he  would  raise  the  cup  to  his  mouth  as  often  as  three 
times  in  the  first  half-hour.  Now,  he  does  not  seem  even  to 
think  of  it  r 

'*  It  may  be  well  that  he  can  find  nothing  to  put  into  his  cup, 
should  he  &11  into  his  old  ways.  One  is  never  sure  of  a  man 
of  such  habits,  until  he  is  placed  entirely  out  of  hann*A  way.*' 

^  Gershom  is  such  a  difierent  being  when  he  has  not  been 
drinking  !*'  rejoined  the  sister,  in  a  touching  manner.  *'  We 
love  him,  and  strive  to  do  all  we  can  to  keep  him  .up,  but  it  ijt 
hard.'' 

**  I  am  surprised  that  you  should  have  come  into  this  wilder- 
nem  with  any  one  of  bad  habits  T' 

•*  Why  not  I  lie  is  my  brother,  and  I  have  no  parents — he 
is  all  to  me  :  and  what  would  become  of  Dorothy  if  I  were  to 
quit  her,  too  I  She  has  lost  most  of  her  friends,  since  GershDin 
fell  into  these  ways,  and  it  would  quite  break  her  heart,  did  1 
desert  her." 

*^  All  tlus  speaks  well  for  you,  pretty  Margery,  but  it  is  not 
the  less  surprising— ah,  there  ia  my  canoe,  in  plain  xiglit  <>f 
xill  who  enter  tlie  river;  that  must  be  concealed,  Injinn  nr  iii» 
InjinK** 
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^Mt  is  only  a  step  further  to  the  place  whore  we  can  get  a 
lix>k-<»iit  Just  there,  beneath  the  burr-oak.  llouni  and  hours 
have  I  sat  on  that  spot,  with  luy  sewing,  while  GernlAom  was 
gone  into  the  openings." 

**  An<l  I)«»lly — where  was  she  while  you  were  hero  T' 

**  Poor  Dolly  I — I  do  think  she  p:issed  quite  half  her  time  up 
at  the  bi'ai*h-tree,  where  you  first  saw  her,  looking  if  brother 
was  not  coming  home.  It  is  a  cruel  thing  to  a  wife  to  have  a 
truant  husband  !** 

**  Which  I  hope  may  never  Ik?  your  case,  pretty  Mai^»r}*, 
and  whirh  I  think  never  can."^ 

Margery  did  not  answer:  but  the  speech  must  have  been 
h«>ard,  uttered  as  it  wjis  in  a  nmch  lower  tone  of  voice  than  the 
young  man  \\iv\  hitherto  useil;  for  the  charming  maiden  looked 
down  and  l>lu*ihed.  Fortunately,  the  two  now  soon  arrived  at 
the  tree,  and  their  eonversiition  naturally  n»vcrted  to  the  sub- 
je<-t  whioh  had  brought  them  there.  Three  can<>os  were  in 
siglit,  eloso  in  with  the  land,  but  so  distant  as  to  render  it  for 
w»nie  time  doubtful  which  way  they  were  moving.  At  liwt, 
the  bee-hunter  s;iid  that  they  were  still  going  slowly  to  the 
southward;  but  he  habitually  carried  his  little  glasa,  and,  on 
levelliii;:  that,  it  was  «{uite  apparent  that  the  savagea  were  pad- 
dling before  the  wind,  and  making  for  the  moutli  of  the  river. 
This  w;i.s  a  very  gnive  fact ;  an<l,  as  JUossf»m  flew  to  com- 
nnnii*-:ite  it  to  her  bri»ther  and  his  wife,  le  Bourdon  moved 
towanl  hi-^  own  canoe,  and  looked  about  for  a  place  of  con- 
efalment. 

Se\er:d  ('on^tiilerations  bail  to  be  borne  in  mind,  in  disposing 
of  the  ean«M's;  fi»r  that  of  <rershom  wjis  to  be  secreted,  as  well 
a<i  that  of  the  iM-e-huiiter.  A  tall  atpiatit;  plant,  that  is  termed 
^IM  rii  e,  and  which  we  Mippos(>  to  be  the  ortlinary  ricc-phint, 
iininipri»\eil  l»y  till:ii;e,  LTrows  spontaneously  about  the  mouths 
anil  oil  the  tiats  of  most  i>f  the  rivers  of  the  |)art  of  Michigan  of 
whii'li  we  are  writing ;  as  indeed,  it  is  to  be  ft>und  in  nearly  all 
the  shallow  water*  of  thi»si'  regions.  There  Wiis  a  g«H>d  deal  of 
till'*  riiT  at  hand:   and  the  bee-hunter,  {>adtlling  his  own  cainotf 
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and  towing  the  other,  entered  this  vegetable  thicket,  chooeing 
a  channel  that  had  been  formed  by  some  accident  of  nature, 
and  which  wound  through  the  herbage  in  a  way  soon  to  con- 
ceal all  that  came  within  its  limits.  These  channels  were  not 
only  numerous,  but  exceedingly  winding;  and  the  bee-huntor 
had  no  sooner  brought  his  canoes  to  the  firm  ground  and 
^Htened  them  there,  than  he  ascended  a  tree,  and  studied  the 
windings  of  these  narrow  passages,  until  he  had  got  a  general 
idea  of  their  direction  and  characters.  This  precaution  taken, 
he  hurried  back  to  the  hut 

*'  Well,  Gershom,  have  you  settled  on  the  course  to  be  taken  ?'' 
were  the  tint  words  uttered  by  the  bee-hunter  when  he  rejoined 
the  (amily  of  Whiskey  Centre. 

''  We  haven* t,*'  answered  the  husband.  **  Sister  begs  us 
to  quit  the  ehitnte^  for  the  Indians  must  soon  be  here ;  but 
wife  seems  to  think  that  she  mutt  be  safe,  now  Tm  at  hotnc 

•g'in." 

**  Then  wife  is  wrong,  and  sister  is  right  If  you  will  tal#i 
my  advice,  you  will  hide  all  your  etfects  in  the  woods,  and  quit 
the  cabin  as  soon  as  possible.  The  Injins  cannot  fail  to  see 
this  habitation,  and  will  be  certain  to  destroy  all  they  find  in 
it,  and  that  they  do  not  carry  off.  Besides  the  discovery  of 
the  least  article  belonging  to  a  white  man  will  set  them  on  our 
trail ;  for  scalps  will  soon  bear  a  price  at  Montreal.  In  half  an 
hour,  all  that  is  hero  can  be  removed  into  the  tliicket  that  is 
luckily  so  near ;  and  by  putting  out  the  fire  with  care,  and  us- 
ing proper  caution,  we  may  give  the  place  such  a  deserted  look, 
that  the  savages  will  suH]>ect  nothing.*' 

"  If  they  enter  the  river,  Bourdon,  they  will  not  *camp  out 
with  a  wigwam  so  near  by,  and  should  they  come  here,  what 
is  to  prevent  their  seciu*  the  foot-prints  we  shall  leave  behind 
usr 

*'The  night,  and  that  only.  Before  morning  their  own  foot- 
steps will  be  so  plenty  as  to  deceive  them.  Luckily  we  all 
wear  mocassins,  which  is  a  grt^at  advantage  just  now.  ]»ut 
every  moment  in  proci:)as  and  we  should  be  stirring.     Xa'I  tlio 
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women  take  the  beds  and  bedding,  while  yon  and  I  shonldcr 
this  chest.     Up  it  goes,  and  away  with  it  I" 

Gershom  had  got  to  be  so  much  under  his  companion's  in- 
fluence, that  he  complied,  though  his  mind  suggested  various 
objections  to  the  course  taken,  to  which  his  tongue  gave  utter- 
ance as  they  busied  themselves  in  this  task.  The  effects  of 
Whiskey  Centre  had  been  gradually  diminishing  in  quantity, 
as  well  as  in  value,  for  the  last  three  years,  and  were  now  ot 
no  great  amount,  in  any  sense.  Still  there  were  two  chests, 
one  large,  and  one  small.  The  last  contained  all  that  a  generous 
regard  for  the  growing  wants  of  the  family  had  left  to  Margery ; 
while  the  first  held  the  joint  wardrobes  of  the  husband  and 
wife,  with  a  few  other  articles  that  were  considered  as  valuablo. 
— Among  othi^r  things  were  half  a  dozen  of  very  thin  silver 
tea-spoons,  which  had  fallen  to  Gershom  on  a  division  of  family 
plate.  The  other  six  were  carefully  wrapped  up  in  paper  and 
put  in  the  till  of  Margery*s  chest,  being  her  portion  of  this 
species  of  property.  The  Americans,  generally,  have  very  little 
plate  ;  though  here  and  there  marked  exceptions  do  exist ;  nor 
do  the  humbler  classes  lay  out  much  of  their  earnings  in 
jewelry,  while  they  commonly  dress  far  beyond  their  means  in 
all  other  ways.  In  this  respect,  the  European  female  of  the 
same  class  in  life  frequently  possesses  as  much  in  massive  golden 
personal  ornaments  as  would  make  an  humble  little  fortune, 
while  her  attire  is  as  homely  as  cumbrous  petticoats,  coarse 
cloth,  and  a  vile  taste  can  render  it  On  the  other  hand,  the 
American  matron  that  has  not  a  set — one  half-dozen— of  silver 
tea-spoons  must  be  poor  indeed,  and  can  hardly  be  said  to  be- 
long to  the  order  of  housekeepers  at  all.  By  means  of  a  care- 
ful mother,  both  Gershom  and  his  sister  had  the  half-dozen 
mcnti<mcd ;  and  they  were  kept  more  as  sacred  memorials  of 
past  and  better  days  tlian  as  articles  of  any  use.  The  house- 
hold goods  of  Waring  would  have  been  limited  by  his  means 
of  transportation,  if  not  by  his  poverty.  Two  common  low- 
post  maple  bedsteads  were  soon  uncorded  and  carried  off,  as 
'vere  the  beds  and  bedding.     Tlicre  was  scarcely  any  crockery, 
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pewter  and  tin  being  its  subfttitates^;  and  as  for  chairs  there 
wan  only  one,  and  that  had  rockers :  a  practice  of  New  England 
that  has  gradually  diffused  itself  over  the  whole  country,  looking 
down  ridicule,  the  drilling  of  boarding-schools,  the  comments 
cf  elderly  ladies  of  the  old  sdioul,  the  sneers  of  nurses,  and,  in 
a  word,  all  that  venerable  ideas  of  decorum  could  suggest,  until 
this  appliance  of  domestic  ease  has  not  only  fairiy  planted  itself 
in  nearly  every  American  dwelling,  but  in  a  good  many  of 
Europe  also ! 

It  required  about  twenty  minutes  for  the  party  to  clear  the 
cabin  of  every  article  that  might  induce  an  Indian  to  suspect 
the  presence  of  white  men.  The  furniture  was  carried  to  a 
sufficient  dii«Unce  to  be  safe  from  every  thing  but  a  search ;  and 
care  was  had  to  avoid  as  much  as  possible  making  a  trail,  to 
lead  the  savages  to  the  place  selected  for  the  temporary  store- 
room. This  was  merely  a  close  thicket,  into  which  there  was 
a  narn>w  but  practicable  entrance  on  the  side  the  letiAi  likely  to 
lie  visited.  When  all  was  accomplislic<l  the  four  went  to  the 
look-out  to  ascertain  how  far  the  canoes  had  come.  It  was 
8<K>n  ascertained  that  they  were  within  a  mile,  driving  down 
before  a  strong  breeze  and  following  sea,  and  inipoUcii  by  as 
many  pa<idles  an  there  were  living  beings  in  them.  Ten  minutes 
would  certainly  bring  them  up  with  the  bar,  and  five  more 
f;drly  within  the  river.  The  question  now  arose,  where  the 
party  was  to  be  conceale<l  during  the  stay  of  the  savagi^s. 
T)«)lly,  as  was  perhaps  natural  for  the  housewife,  wished  to  re- 
main by  her  worldly  goods,  and  pretty  Margery  had  a  stn>ng 
feminine  leaning  to  do  the  same.  But  neither  of  the  men  ap- 
proved of  the  plan.  It  was  risking  too  much  in  one  spot ; 
and  a  suggestion  that  the  bee-hunter  was  not  long  in  making, 
prevaile<l. 

It  will  be  rememl>enMl  that  le  Bounlon  had  carried  the  canoes 
within  the  field  o*'  ui|«l  rice,  an«l  bestowed  them  there  with  a 
goo<i  deal  of  attention  to  security.  Xow  these  canoes  ofifered, 
ID  many  res|>ects,  better  places  <»f  temporary'  refuge,  untier  all 
the  cirrnmstances,  than  any  other  tliat  could  reatiily  U*  found 
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on  shore.  They  were  dry ;  ami  by  Bpreading  Hkius,  of  which 
Bodeu  hail  si>  many,  coiiifortahle  beil^  inip:ht  he  made  for  the 
females,  which  would  he  ea*^ily  protected  from  the  night  air 
and  <h?ws  hy  throwing  a  ruir  <^»vor  the  gunwaU*?*.  llien,  each 
canoe  contained  many  articles  that  would  probably  he  wanted; 
that  of  th<'  bee-hunter  in  particular  funiLsliinsr  food  in  abund- 
ance, jw  well  a»  divers  other  thing>  that  would  be  exceedingly 
useful  to  pc'rs4»ns  in  their  situation.  The  gn.*at  advauta^  of 
the  canoes,  however,  in  the  mind  of  le  liourdon,  was  the  facil- 
ities they  offered  for  flight.  He  hardly  hoped  that  Indian 
sagacity  wouhl  be  so  far  blinded  as  to  prevent  the  disirovery  of 
the  many  footsteps  they  must  have  left  in  their  hurried  move- 
ments, and  he  anticipated  that  with  the  return  of  day  some- 
thinir  wouhl  ocrur  to  render  it  necessary  for  them  to  Ri*ek 
safety  by  a  stealthy  removal  fn>m  the  spot.  This  might 
be  done,  he  both  hoped  and  beli»?vi'd,  under  cover  of  the  rice, 
^hould  suilicient  rare  be  taken  to  avoid  exposure.  In  placing 
the  «;nii»es,  he  had  UM?d  the  precaution  to  leave  them  where 
they  rould  ni»t  Ik*  seen  fnim  the  cabin  or  its  vicinity,  or,  in- 
deed, from  any  spot  in  the  vicinity  o(  the  grouml  that  the 
Kivages  would  l>e  likely  to  visit  during  their  stay.  All  thoM 
reji>ons  le  J>ouril<in  now  ra(»idly  laiil  before  his  companions, 
and  t<i  the  canoes  the  whole  party  retired  as  fast  as  thev  could 
Malk. 

Tlii'n*  was  irreat  jud<:ment  di'iplayed  on  the  part  of  the  bee- 
hunter  ill  M'lectiutj  the  wild  rii'e  as  a  place  of  shelter.  At  that 
seahon  it  was  sutliriently  jrrown  to  afford  a  complete  screen  to 
«'ViTy  thini;  within  it  that  did  n<»t  exeeed  the  height  of  a  man, 
or  nhii'li  wa-i  not  nc.ti  from  some  a'ljacent  elevation.  Most  of 
thi'  land  mar  the  month  i>f  the  river  was  low.  and  the  few  spots 
which  f«»rnii'd  i'\r,'pti«in'»  had  been  borne  in  mind  when  the 
i-auiM-*  wffe  takiMi  into  the  field.  Hut  just  as  Gershom  was  on 
the  pi  lint  nf  puttini;  a  fi»ot  into  his  own  canoe,  with  a  view  to 
til  arrange  it  f«»r  the  n-ception  of  his  wife,  he  drew  back,  and 
exclaimed  after  the  manner  of  one  to  whom  a  most  important 
iiiea  ^nddenlv  orcur.  — 
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^Land's  sake  I  IVe  forgotten  all  about  them  barrels  !  They'll 
tail  ioio  the  hands  of  the  savages,  and  an  awful  time  they'll 
make  with  them  !  Let  mc  pass,  Dolly ;  I  must  look  after  the 
harreU  this  iastant" 

While  the  wife  gently  detained  her  eager  husband,  the  bee- 
huuter  quietly  asked  to  what  barrels  he  alluded. 

'*  The  whiskey  casks,''  was  the  answer.  "  There's  two  on 
*eni  in  the  shed  behind  the  hut,  and  whiskey  enough  to  set  a 
whole  tribe  in  commotion.  I  wonder  I  should  have  overlooked 
the  whiskey  I" 

*'  It  w  a  sign  of  great  improvement,  friend  Waring,  and  will 
It-ad  to  no  ba4l  conse<]uences,'*  returned  le  Bourdon,  coolly.  *'  1 
foresaw  the  danger,  and  rolled  the  casks  down  the  hill,  where 
they  were  dashed  to  pieces  in  the  brook,  and  the  liquor  h&^ 
long  since  been  carried  into  the  lake  in  the  slia)>e  of  gr4)g." 

Waring  seemed  astounded  ;  but  was  so  completely  mystified 
as  not  to  suspect  the  truth.  That  his  liquor  should  be  hope- 
If^ly  lost  was  bad  enough ;  but  even  that  was  better  than  to 
have  it  drunk  by  savages  without  receiving  any  return'*.  After 
groaning  find  lamenting  over  the  loss  fur  a  few  minutes,  he  joined 
there«t  of  the  ]Mirty  in  making  some  further  dispositions,  which 
le  Bourdon  deemed  prudent,  if  not  necessary. 

It  had  occurred  to  the  l>ee-hunter  to  divide  his  own  cargo 
iM'tueen  the  two  <-an(»es,  which  wiis  the  task  that  the  whole 
party  was  now  engaged  in.  The  object  was  to  lighten  his  own 
rau«>e  in  the  event  of  flight,  and,  by  placing  his  effects  in  two 
{larceLs  give  a  chance  to  those  in  the  lK>at  which  might  escape, 
r»f  having  wherewithal  to  comfort  and  console  themselves.  As 
S4K»n  as  this  new  arrangement  was  ci>mpleted,  le  Jiourdon  ran 
up  to  a  tree  that  otfereti  the  desired  facilities,  and  springing 
into  its  branches  was  soon  high  enough  to  gi*t  a  view  of  the 
bar  and  the  mouth  of  the  river.  Hy  the  parting  light  of  day, 
he  distinctly  saw  four  canoes  coming  up  the  stream  ;  whit-h 
was  one  more  than  those  re{>ortcd  to  him  by  Margery  an  ha\iiig 
paase<l. 
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CHAPTER    VI. 


*  And  lf>nz  ^hall  Umomnn  fitncj  m^, 
Tho  |iaint('«l  chii'fand  piiinUil  i 
AikI  n-flK4iirA  M'lr  Khali  Iniw  the  knee, 
Tu  shailowa  ami  ilcIii«iuDS  hoiv,** 


A  BRIGHT  moon  reflected  on  the  earth  for  about  an  hoar  the 
liiflit  of  the  sun,  as  the  latter  luminar}'  disappeared.  By  its  aid 
the  lH>e-huiiter,  who  still  continued  in  the  tree,  was  enabled  t«> 
watch  the  niovenionts  (»f  the  canoes  of  the  Indians,  though  the 
|M»rs<)ns  they  containcil  soon  jjot  to  be  so  indi<(tinct  aft  to  render 
it  iinp<>s<(il>le  to  d«>  more  than  count  their  numl>era.  The  last 
hv  made  out  t<>  be  five  each  in  three  of  the  conoeft,  and  six  in 
the  4»tlier,  makiiii;  twenty-one  individuals  in  all.  This  was  too 
^roat  an  odds  to  think  of  resisting,  in  the  event  of  the  strangers 
tiiriiinir  out  to  be  hostile  ;  and  tlie  knowledge  of  this  disparity 
in  torce  a<Imonishe<l  all  tln^  fugitives  of  the  necessity  of  being 
wary  and  prudent. 

Till*  ^traiiiT'Ts  landed  just  beneath  the  hut,  or  at  the  precise 
spot  where  \Vhi<ikcy  Centre  was  in  the  habit  of  keeping  hia 
eano,-,  anil  wln-ni-e  Boden  had  remove<l  it  only  an  hour  or  two 
bef«ire.  The  .savaifes  had  pn>bably  selected  the  place  on  account 
of  its  shon*s  beini;  clear  of  the  wild  rice,  and  because  the  high 
^rouuii  near  it  |»roinised  b(»th  a  l<Nik-out  and  comfortable  lodg- 
inirs.  Several  of  thi'  party  strolled  upward,  as  if  searching  for 
an  eli>rili|e  spot  ti>  lii^lit  their  tire,  and  one  of  them  soon  dis- 
covered the  caliin.  The  warrior  announced  his  success  by  a 
whoop,  and  a  dozen  of  the  Indians  were  shortly  collected  in 
and  about  the  ch'unU,  All  this  proved  the  prudenca  of  the 
rour-^c  taken  1»\  the  fn::iti\e-i. 
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BloMotn  stood  beneath  the  tree,  and  the  bee-hunter  told  her, 
as  each  incident  occarred,  all  that  pasAcd  among  the  strangers, 
when  the  girl  communicated  the  same  to  her  brother  and  his 
wife,  who  were  quite  near  at  hand  in  one  of  the  canoes.  As 
there  was  no  danger  of  being  overheard,  conversation  in  an 
ordinary  tone  passed  between  Uie  parties,  two  of  whom  at  least 
were  now  fond  of  holding  this  sort  of  communion. 

**  Do  they  seem  to  suspect  the  neighborhood  of  the  occu- 
pants of  the  cabin  f  *  asked  Margery,  when  the  bee-hunter  had 
let  her  know  the  manner  in  which  the  savages  had  taken  pos- 
session of  her  late  dwelling. 

*'  One  cannot  telL  Savages  are  always  distrustful  and  cau- 
tious when  on  a  war-path  ;  and  these  seem  to  be  scenting  about 
like  so  many  hounds  which  are  nosing  for  a  trail.  They  are 
now  gathering  sticks  to  light  a  fire,  which  is  better  than  burn- 
ing the  ehientS.^ 

"  Thai  they  will  not  be  likely  to  do  until  they  have  no  fur- 
ther need  of  it.  Tell  me  Bourdon,  do  any  go  near  the  thicket 
of  alders  where  we  have  hidden  our  goods  ?" 

**  Not  as  yet ;  though  there  is  a  sudden  movement  and  many 
loud  yells  among  them  !** 

**  Heaven  send  that  it  may  not  be  at  having  discovered  any 
thing  we  have  forgotten.  The  flight  of  even  a  lost  dipper  or 
cup  would  set  them  blood-hounds  on  our  path,  as  sure  as  we 
are  white  and  they  are  savages !" 

**  As  I  live,  they  scent  the  whiskey !  There  is  a  rush  tow- 
ard, and  a  pow-wow  in  and  about  the  shed — yes,  of  a  certain- 
ty they  smell  the  liquor !  Some  of  it  has  escaped  in  rolling 
down  the  hill,  and  their  noses  are  too  keen  to  pass  over  a  fra- 
grance that  to  them  equals  that  of  roses.  Well,  let  them  tcent 
as  they  may — even  an  Injin  does  not  get  drunk  through  his 

"  You  are  quite  right,  Bourdon :  but  is  not  this  a  most  un- 
happy scent  for  us,  since  the  smell  of  whiskey  can  hanlly  Iw 
there  without  their  «*eing  it  did  not  grow  in  the  woods  of 
itself,  like  an  oak  or  a  beech  f 
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''I  understand  you,  Margen*,  and  there  is  good  sense  in 
what  you  say.  They  will  never  think  the  liquor  grew  there, 
like  a  hiackhiTry  or  a  chestnut,  though  the  place  i«  called 
Whiskey  Centre V' 

**  It  is  hard  enough  to  know  that  a  family  has  deser\'ed  fiuch 
a  name,  without  being  reniinde*!  of  it  l>y  tho.««e  that  call  them- 
Helves  friends/'  answered  the  girl  {xiintetlly,  after  a  pause  of 
near  a  minute,  th<iugh  she  spoke  in  sorrow  rather  than  in  anger. 

In  an  instant  the  hee-hunter  was  at  pretty  Margery's  siile, 
making  his  jH*a«*e  hy  zi-alous  ap<»Iogivs  and  winning  protesta- 
tions of  rf<pe«'t  anil  concrrn.  The  mortitied  girl  was  kmui 
appea^ied  :  anil,  after  eonsulting  t«»gethi'r  for  a  minute,  they 
went  ti»  the  canoe  to  eommunieate  to  the  husband  and  wife 
what  they  had  si'cn. 

'*Tlie  whiskey  after  all  is  likely  to  prove  our  worst  enemy," 
Haid  till*  bee-hunter  as  he  approa<*hed.  **  It  would  Hcem  that 
in  mo\iiig  the  barn-U  some  of  the  li<pi«»r  Inis  i^seaped,  and  the 
noM'  ot'an  Iiijin  is  too  tjuiek  for  the  odor  it  leaves,  not  to  soent 
it." 

**  Mui'h  goinl  may  it  do  them.''  growle«l  Ger«hom — "they've 
l«»*t  m*'  that  whiskey,  and  let  them  long  for  it  without  gettin* 
anv,  :i>  a  puiii>liment  for  the  same.  Mv  fortun'  would  have 
been  made  loiiM  1  only  have  got  them  two  barrels  as  far  s» 
Fort  hraibiirn  bilore  the  troops  moved  I" 

•'Tin-  /'ii/n/.N  miirlil  have  been  got  tlnTe,  eertainly,"  answcr- 
eil  li'  r»ouril«»n,  -^o  inmh  prov<»ked  at  the  man's  regrets  for  the 
i]i><itro\i-r  wliii-h  had  already  come  so  near  to  bringing  want 
and  ruin  on  him^rlf  and  family,  and  momentarily  to  forget  his 
n-irnt  -^'i-ne  witli  pr»tt\  .Mari:*rv  ;  *' but  whether  anv  tliiu^r 
\iouM  havi-  bi-iii  ih  tlirni  i«  another  (jiieMioli.  <.hie  of  thi»so  I 
rolb-d  t»  the  brow  of  the  hill  wj4>  half  empty  jl-  it  was." 

"liri^hom  i^  ^o  troubldl  with  the  ague,  if  he  don*t  take 
>timulaiit-»  in  thi<^  nrw  i«»untry,"  put  in  the  wife,  in  the  apolo- 
i;rtir  m:mntr  in  \\hi«h  \*on»au  MruiTLrh's  to  eonceal  the  fiulinga 
..  Iiiui  *lu-  l«»vi  -.  ••  .\*  f'T  tlie  whiskey,  I  ih)n't  gruilge  //*«/  in 
tip   I'  :M  ;  t'-r  it*^  a  po.T  way  of  ir^tting  rich  to  be  selling  it  to 
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soldiers,  who  want  all  the  reason  liquor  has  left  *em,  and  more 
too.  Still,  Gershom  needs  bitters ;  and  ought  not  to  have  every 
drop  he  has  taken  thrown  into  his  face.*' 

By  this  time  le  Bourdon  was  again  sensible  of  his  mistake, 
and  he  beat  a  retreat  in  the  best  manner  he  could,  secretly 
resolving  not  to  place  himself  any  more  between  two  fires,  iii 
consequence  of  further  blunders  on  this  delicate  subject.  He 
now  found  that  it  was  a  very  different  thing  to  joke  Whiskey 
Centre  himself  on  the  subject  of  his  great  failing,  from  making 
even  the  most  distant  allusion  to  it  in  the  presence  of  those  who 
felt  for  a  husband's  and  a  brother's  weakness,  with  a  liveliness 
of  feeling  that  brutal  indulgence  had  long  since  destroyed  in  the 
object  of  their  solicitude,  lie  accordingly  pointed  out  the  risk  \ 
there  was  that  the  Indians  should  make  the  obvious  inference,  j 
that  human  beings  must  have  recently  been  in  the  hut,  to  leave  ' 
the  fresh  scent  of  the  liquor  in  question  behind  them.  This 
truth  was  so  apparent  that  all  felt  its  force,  though  to  no  one 
else  did  the  danger  seem  so  great  as  to  the  bee-hunter.  lie 
liad  greater  familiarity  with  the  Indian  character  than  any  of 
his  companions,  and  dreaded  the  sagacity  of  the  savages  in  a 
just  proportion  to  his  greater  knowledge.  He  did  not  fail, 
tlierefore,  to  admonish  his  new  friends  of  the  necessity  for 
vigilance. 

*'  I  will  return  to  the  tree  and  take  another  look  at  the  move- 
ments of  the  savages,*'  le  Bourdon  concluded  by  saying.  **  By 
this  time  their  fire  must  be  lighted ;  and  by  the  aid  of  my  glass, 
a  better  insight  may  be  had  into  their  plans  and  feelings." 

The  bee-hunter  now  went  back  to  his  tree,  whither  he  was 
slowly  followed  by  Murgcr}* ;  the  girl  vielding  to  a  feverish  de- 
sire to  accompany  him,  at  the  very  time  she  was  half  restrained 
by  maiden  bashfulness;  though  anxiety  and  the  wish  to  leani 
the  worst  as  speedily  as  possible,  prevailed. 

'*They  have  kindled  a  blazing  tire,  and  the  whole  of  the  in- 
side of  the  house  is  as  bright  as  if  illuminated,"  said  le  liourdou, 
who  was  DOW  carefully  bestowed  anu>ng  the  bntnches  of  his 
•niall  tree.    **  There  are  lots  of  the  red  devils  moving  about 
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the  chientey  iDside  and  out ;  and  they  seem  to  have  fish  m  well 
lift  venison  to  cook.  Aye,  tlicrc  goes  more  dry  brnah  on  the 
tire  to  brighten  up  the  picture,  and  daylight  is  almost  eclipsed. 
As  I  live,  they  have  a  prisoner  among  'cm  I" 

^*  A  prisoner  !'*  exclaimed  Margery,  in  the  gentle  tones  of 
female  pity — **  Not  a  white  person,  surely  ?" 

**  No— he  is  a  redskin  like  all  of  them — but — wait  a  minute 
till  I  can  get  the  glass  a  little  more  steady.  Yes — it  is  so— I 
was  right  at  first  \^ 

'•^Vhat  is  so,  Bounlon — and  in  what  are  you  right  ?" 

**  Yon  may  rcnieniber.  Blossom,  that  your  brother  and  I 
spoke  of  the  two  Itijins  who  visited  me  in  the  openings.  One 
was  a  Pottawattamie  and  the  other  a  Chippewa.  The  fint  we 
found  dead  jukI  scalped,  after  he  had  left  us;  and  the  last  is 
nuw  in  yonder  hut,  bound  and  a  prisoner.  lie  has  taken  to  the 
lake  on  his  May  to  Fort  Dearborn,  and  has,  with  all  h»  craft 
and  n*si»lution,  fallen  into  enemies*  luinds.  Well  will  it  be  for 
him  if  his  raptors  do  not  learn  what  befell  the  warrior  who  was 
slain  near  my  eai>in.  and  left  soateti  against  a  tree  I" 

^*  I>o  you  think  these  savages  mean  to  revenge  the  death  of 
their  brother  i>n  this  unfortunate  wretch  f 

**  I  know  that  he  is  in  the  pay  of  our  general  at  Detroit, 
while  thf  1'ottawattaniies  an*  in  the  pay  of  the  English.  Thit 
of  itM-lf  would  make  them  enemies,  and  has  no  doubt  been  the 
eauM*  of  hi**  bein;r  taken  ;  but  I  <lo  not  well  see  how  Injins  un 
tht>  lake  hen*  <-an  kn(»w  any  thing  of  what  has  happened  some 
tifly  ^lil«•^*  or  Si>  up  in  the  ojM*nings.*' 

"  Perhaps  the  >avagcs  in  the  caiKies  belong  to  the  same  party 
a^  till-  uarrior  you  rail  Klksfoot,  and  that  they  have  hacl  the 
nirans  of  h-arninir  hi>  death,  and  by  whose  liand  he  fell." 

Thr  bi'c- hunter  mjls  Miqiri^iMl  at  the  ipiiekness  of  the  fnrl*> 
wit,  thi*  suiTirrsiion  bring  us  discreet  as  it  was  ingenious.  The 
manner  in  whii'h  intclligt-nn;  flirs  through  the  wilderness  hail 
ofti'U  Mirpri>4*«l  him,  and  rrrtainly  it  was  jiossible  that  the  party 
now  iiefort'  him  might  ha\e  hcar4l  of  the  fate  of  the  chief  whose 
botly  he  h:id  found  in  the  openings,  short  as  was  the  time  for 
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f bo  nows  to  have  gone  so  hr.  Tlic  circamstance  that  the  canoes 
hMd  come  from  the  northward  was  against  the  inference,  how- 
ever, and  after  mnsing  a  minute  on  the  &ct8,  le  Bourdon  men- 
tioned this  objection  to  his  companion. 

**  Are  we  certain  these  are  the  same  canoes  as  those  which  I 
saw  pass  this  afternoon  ?"  asked  Margery,  who  comprehended 
the  difficulty  in  an  instant  '*  Of  those  I  saw,  two  passed  first, 
and  one  followed  ;  while  here  are /our  that  have  landed." 

**  What  you  say  may  be  true  enough.  We  are  not  to  sup- 
pose that  the  canoes  you  saw  pass  are  all  that  are  on  the  lake. 
But  let  the  savages  be  whom  they  may,  prudence  tells  us  to 
keep  clear  of  them  if  we  can ;  and  this  more  so  than  ever,  now 
I  can  see  that  Pigeonswing,  who  I  know  to  be  an  American 
Injin,  is  treated  by  them  as  an  enemy.*' 

*'  How  are  the  savages  employed  now,  Bourdon  ?  Do  they 
prepare  to  eat,  or  do  Uiey  torture  their  prisoner  V* 

**  No  fear  of  their  attempting  the  last  to-night.  There  is  an 
oneasineAS  about  them,  as  if  they  still  smelt  the  liquor ;  but  some 
are  busy  cooking  at  the  fire.  I  would  give  all  my  honey,  pretty 
Margery,  to  be  able  to  save  Pigeonswing !  He  is  a  good  fellow 
fur  a  savage,  and  his  heart  and  hand  with  us  in  this  new  war, 
that  he  tells  me  has  begun  between  us  and  the  English  !^* 

"  Vou  surely  would  not  risk  your  own  life  to  save  a  Ravage, 
who  kills  and  scalps  at  random,  as  this  man  lias  done  !'* 

**  In  that  he  has  but  followed  the  habits  of  his  color  and  race. 
I  dare  say  vw  do  things  that  are  quite  as  bad,  according  to  In- 
jin  ways  of  thinking.  I  do  believe,  Mai^ry,  was  that  man  to 
see  me  in  the  hands  of  the  Pottawattamies,  as  I  now  sec  him, 
he  would  undertake  something  for  my  relief.** 

**  But  what  can  you,  a  single  man,  do  when  there  arc  twenty 
against  yon  ?**  asked  Maigery,  a  little  reproachfully  as  to  man- 
ner, speaking  like  one  who  had  more  interest  in  the  safety  of 
the  young  bee-hunter  than  she  chose  very  openly  to  express. 

**  No  one  can  say  what  he  can  do  till  he  tries.  1  do  not  like 
the  way  they  are  treating  that  Chippewa,  for  it  looks  an  if  they 
iu«*ant  to  do  him  harm.     He  is  neither  fed,  nor  suffered  to  l>o 
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with  his  maAters;  but  there  the  poor  fellow  is,  bound  hand  and 
foot  near  the  rabin  door,  and  lashed  to  a  tree.  Thej  do  not 
even  ^ive  him  the  relief  of  suffering  him  to  sit  down.'* 

The  gentle  heart  of  Marten'  was  tou(*hed  by  this  accoont  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  captive  was  treated,  and  she  inquired 
into  other  particulars  concerning  his  situation,  with  a  more 
marked  interest  than  she  had  previously  manifested  in  his  state. 
Tlie  bei^hunter  answered  her  questions  as  they  were  put;  and 
the  result  was  to  place  the  girl  in  possession  of  a  minute  detul 
of  the  true  manner  in  which  Pij^eonswing  was  treated. 

Although  there  was  probably  no  intention  on  the  part  of  the 
captors  of  the  <.'liipj>ewa  to  torture  him  before  his  time,  tortured 
he  must  have  been  by  the  manner  in  which  his  limbs  and  body 
wen*  ciiiiHned.  Not  only  were  his  arms  fastened  behind  hit 
ba<-k  at  the  elbows,  but  the  kinds  were  also  tightly  bound  to- 
gether in  fn»nt.  The  legs  had  ligatures  in  two  places,  just  above 
the  kiiiH'H  anil  just  U-Jow  the  ancles.  Around  the  body  waa 
another  I'astening.  which  secured  the  captive  to  a  beech  that 
stond  abi»ut  thirty  feet  fr<.>m  the  door  of  the  cabin,  and  so  near- 
ly in  a  line  with  the  tire  within  and  the  look-out  of  le  Bourdon, 
as  to  enablt?  the  last  distinctly  to  note  these  particulars,  aided 
as  he  was  by  his  glass.  Relying  on  the  manner  in  which  they 
stM'urcil  their  pris«»ni*r,  the  savages  took  little  heed  of  him  ;  bat 
each  apptarcd  bent  on  attending  to  his  own  comfort,  by  meana 
of  H  giMHl  Mipp4T.  and  by  si>cunng  a  dry  lair  in  which  to  paas 
the  nisrlit.  All  this  le  ]^>urdon  saw  and  noted  too,  ere  he 
iln»l>ped  lightly  on  his  feet  by  the  side  of  Maigcry,  at  the  root 
of  the  triM'. 

Witliitiit  l<i'*iiig  time  that  was  precious,  the  l>ec-hanter  went 
at  oii«'r  to  the  raii«M's  anil  comniunicate<l  his  intention  to  War- 
ini;.  Th«>  niiHui  liatl  now  set.  and  the  night  was  favorable  to 
the  piir]H»scs  of  li>  Bourdon.  At  the  first  glance  it  might  wcin 
wiMM  to  wait  until  sleep  had  fallen  upon  the  savagea,  ere  mnj 
attrmpt  wen*  ni:ide  to  approach  the  hut;  but  Boden  reaaoned 
ilitftTiMitly.  A  ire ne nil  silence  would  succeed  as  soon  aa  the 
sa\:iges  dis{M»svd  of  themselves  to  sleep,  which  would  be  much 
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more  likely  to  allow  hia  footsteps  to  be  overheard,  than  when 
tongnes  and  bodies  and  teeth  were  all  in  active  movement.  A 
man  who  eats  after  a  long  march,  or  a  severe  paddling,  usoally 
concentrates  his  attention  on  his  food,  as  le  Bourdon  knew  by 
long  experience ;  and  it  is  a  much  better  moment  to  steal  upon 
the  hungry  and  weary,  to  do  so  when  they  feed,  than  to  do  so 
when  they  sleep,  provided  any  thing  like  a  watch  be  kept 
That  the  Pottawattamie  would  neglect  this  latter  caution  le 
Bourdon  did  not  believe  ;  and  his  mind  was  made  up,  not  only 
to  attempt  the  rescue  of  his  Chippewa  friend,  but  to  attempt  it 
at  once. 

After  explaining  his  plan  in  a  few  words,  and  requesting 
Waring^s  assistance,  le  Bourdon  took  a  solemn  leave  of  the 
p«rty,  and  proceeded  at  once  toward  the  hut.  In  order  to  un- 
derstand the  movements  of  the  bee-hunter,  it  may  be  well  now 
briefly  to  explain  the  position  of  the  ckientS,  and  the  nature  of 
the  ground  on  which  the  adventurer  was  required  to  act  The 
hut  stood  on  a  low  and  somewhat  abrupt  swell,  being  surrounded 
on  all  sides  by  land  so  low  as  to  be  in  many  places  wet  and 
swampy.  There  were  a  good  many  trees  on  the  knoll,  and 
■everal  thickets  of  alders  and  other  bushes  on  the  lower  ground  ; 
hat,  on  the  whole,  the  swampti  were  nearly  devoid  of  what  is 
termed  "timber."  Two  sides  of  the  knoll  were  abrupt;  that 
on  which  the  casks  had  been  rolled  into  the  lake,  and  that 
opposite,  which  was  next  to  the  tree  where  Boden  had  so  long 
been  watching  the  proceedings  of  the  savages.  The  distance 
between  the  hut  and  this  tree  was  somewhat  less  than  a  mile. 
The  intervening  ground  was  low,  and  most  of  it  was  marshy ; 
thongh  it  was  possible  to  cross  the  marsh  by  following  a  partic* 
ular  coarse.  Fortunately  this  course,  which  was  visible  to  the 
leye  by  daylight,  and  had  been  taken  by  the  fugitives  on  quit- 
ting the  hut,  might  be  dimly  traced  at  night  by  one  who  under- 
stood the  ground,  by  means  of  certain  trees  and  bushes,  that 
formed  so  many  finger-posts  for  the  traveller.  Unless  this  par- 
tkolar  route  were  taken,  however,  a  circuit  of  three  or  four 
miles  must  be  made,  in  order  to  pass  from  the  chiente  t(»  the 
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spot  where  the  family  had  taken  refuge.  Ah  to  Bourdon  hud 
cro»8cd  this  firm  i^und  by  daylight,  and  had  observed  it  well 
from  h\A  tree,  he  thought  himself  enough  of  a  guide  to  find  his 
way  through  it  in  the  dark,  aided  by  the  marks  just  mentioned. 

The  bi-e- hunter  had  got  as  far  as  the  edge  of  the  roanh  on 
his  way  toward  the  hut,  when,  pausing  an  instant  to  examine 
the  priming  of  his  rifle,  he  fancied  that  he  heard  a  light  foot- 
step behind  him.  Turning,  quick  as  thought,  he  pcrceired 
that  pretty  Marger}'  had  fullowcd  him  thus  far.  Although  time 
pressed,  he  could  not  part  from  the  girl  without  showing  that 
he  appreciated  the  interest  she  manifested  in  his  behalf.  Tak- 
ing her  hand,  therefore,  he  spoke  with  a  simplicity  and  truth, 
that  imparted  to  his  manner  a  natural  grace  that  one  bred  in 
courts  might  have  envied.  What  was  more,  with  a  delicacy 
that  few  in  course  woultl  derm  necessiiry  under  the  circum- 
stances, he  did  not  in  his  language  so  much  impute  to  concern 
on  his  own  account  this  movement  of  Marger\*'s,  as  to  that  she 
felt  for  Ikt  brother  ami  sister;  though  in  his  inmost  heart  m 
throbbing  \io\w  prevailed  that  he  had  his  share  in  it. 

**  !.)«>  lint  be  troubled  on  account  of  Geryhom  and  his  wife, 
pretty  Margery,"  sjii*!  the  bee- hunter,  **  which,  as  I  perceive,  ia 
the  main  reason  why  you  have  come  here;  and  as  for  niyaeU^ 
be  Certain  that  I  shall  not  toilet  who  I  have  left  behind,  and 
how  much  her  safety  de|K*nds  o\\  my  prudence." 

MarpTv  uas  plesLM'd,  though  a  good  deal  confused.  It  wm 
new  to  her  to  hear  allusions  of  this  sort,  but  nature  supplied  the 
ffeling  to  appreciate  them. 

"  1>  it  not  risking  too  much,  Ik)urdon  T  she  sud.  *'Ar» 
you  sure  of  beinir  able  to  tind  the  crossing  in  the  marsh,  in  m 
niglit  so  viTv  I  lark .'  I  do  not  know  but  looking  so  long  at  the 
bright  light  in  the  cabin  nniy  bliii<i  me,  but  it  dttes  seem  at  if  I 
never  sjiw  a  ilarker  ni^ht  I'* 

••The  ilarkness  increas^-s,  for  the  star-light  is  gone;  bat  I 
can  see  where  I  go,  and  so  long  as  I  can  do  that  there  u  not 
much  fear  t»f  toMiig  my  way.  1  do  not  like  to  expose  yon  to 
danger,  but — '* 
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**  Never  mind  me,  Boordon — set  me  to  do  any  thing  in  which 
joa  think  I  can  he  of  nae  !*'  exclaimed  the  girl,  eagerly. 

^*  Well  then,  Margery,  you  may  do  this :  come  with  me  to 
the  large  tree  in  the  centre  of  the  marsh,  and  I  will  set  you  on 
a  duty  that  may  possibly  save  my  life.  I  will  tell  you  my 
meaning  when  there.** 

Margery  followed  with  a  light,  impatient  step ;  and,  as  nei- 
ther stopped  to  speak  or  to  look  around,  the  two  soon  stood 
beneath  the  tree  in  question.  It  was  a  large  elm  that  complete- 
ly overshadowed  a  considerable  extent  of  firm  ground.  Here  a 
fall  and  tolerably  near  view  could  be  had  of  the  hut,  which 
was  still  illuminated  by  the  blazing  fire  within.  For  a  minute 
both  stood  silently  gazing  at  the  strange  scene  ;  then  le  Bour- 
don explained  to  his  companion  the  manner  in  which  she  might 
assist  him. 

Once  at  the  elm,  it  was  not  so  difficult  to  find  the  way  across 
the  marsh,  as  it  was  to  reach  that  spot,  coining  from  the 
chienle.  As  there  were  several  elms  scattered  about  in  the 
centre  of  the  marsh,  the  bee-hunter  was  fearful  that  he  might 
not  reach  the  right  tree  ;  in  which  case  he  would  be  compelled 
to  retrace  his  steps,  and  that  at  the  imminent  hazard  of  being 
captured.  He  carried  habitually  a  small  dark  lantern,  and  had 
thought  of  so  disposing  of  it  in  the  lower  branches  of  this  very 
elm,  as  to  form  a  focus  of  it,  but  hesitated  about  doing  that 
which  might  prove  a  guide  to  his  enemies  as  well  as  to  himself. 
If  Margery  would  take  charge  of  this  lantern,  he  could  hope  to 
reap  its  advantages  without  incurring  the  hazard  of  having  a 
light  suspended  in  the  tree  for  any  length  of  time.  Margery 
understood  the  lessons  she  received,  and  promised  to  obey  all 
the  injunctions  by  which  they  were  accompanied. 

"Now,  God  bless  you,  Marger}',"  added  the  bee-hunter, 
**  Providence  has  brought  me  and  your  brother  s  family  to- 
gether in  troubl<^some  tiroes ;  should  I  get  back  safe  from  this 
adventure,  I  shall  look  upon  it  as  a  duty  to  do  all  I  can  to  help 
Gershom  place  his  wife  and  sister  beyond  the  reach  of  harm/* 

"God  bless  you,  Bourdon  !"  half  whispered  the  agitated  girl. 
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**I  know  it  is  worth  some  risk  to  save  a  human  life,  even 
thou^li  it  be  that  of  an  Injin,  and  I  w  ill  not  try  to  persuade  you 
frt)m  this  undertaking;  but  do  not  attempt  more  than  is  neccs- 
8an%  and  rely  on  my  using  the  lantern  juftt  as  you  liave  told  me 
to  use  it/' 

Those  young  persons  had  not  yet  known  each  other  a  single 
day,  yet  both  felt  that  confidence  which  years  alone,  in  the 
crowds  of  the  world,  can  ordinarily  create  in  the  human  mind. 
The  cause  of  the  sympathy  which  draws  heart  to  heart,  which 
generates  friendsliips,  and  love,  and  passionate  attachments,  it 
n<»t  obvious  to  all  who  choose  to  talk  of  it     There  b  yet  a 
pritfound  mystery  in  our  organization,  which  has  hitherto  es- 
caped the  researches  of  both  classes  of  philosophers,  and  which 
it  prc»bably  was  the  <lesign  of  the  Creator  should  not  be  made 
known  to  us  until  wo  <lniw  nearer  to  that  great  end  which, 
sooner  itT  lattT,  is  to  lie  ai.*<*omplished  in  behalf  of  our  race, 
wlifu  **knowledire  will  abound/*  and  we  shall  better  under- 
stand our  being  and  its  objects,  than  is  permitted  to  us  in  this 
our  day  of  ignorance.     But  while  we  cannot  trace  the  causes 
of  a  th«awind  things  we  know  and  feel  tlieir  etlects.     Among 
the  other  mysteries  of  our  nature  is  tliis  of  sudden  and  strong 
sympathies,  uhith,  as  between  men  for  men,  and  women  for 
women,  awaken  Ci»nti>lence  and   frien<lship ;    and  as  between 
thosf  of  ditl'erent  >exes,  excite  passionate  attachments  that  morv 
or  U•^s  rulor  thfir  future   lives.     The  great  delineator  of  our 
ciinimon  nature,  in  no  one  of  the  many  admirable  pictures  he 
has  dniwn  of  men,  manifests  a  mon*  pr«>found  knowledge  of  his 
subject,  than  in   that   in  which  he   portrays  the   sudden  and 
nearly    ungovernable  inclination  which  Rt»meo  and  Juliet  are 
niailc  tt>  display  for  each  other:  an  inclination  that  sets  reason, 
habit,  pngudicf.  anil  family  <'nmities,  at  defiance.     That  such 
an  attachment  is  tt»  be  ctimmende*!,  we  tlo  not  say ;  that  all  can 
frel  it,  Me  d<i  not  believe ;  that  connections  fonned  under  its 
intluenci'  ran  always  be  desirable,  we  are  far  from  thinking : 
but  that  it  may  exist  we  believe  is  just  as  certain  as  any  of  the 
inconipndienMl»le  laws  of  our  wayward  and  yet  admirable  natuim. 
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We  bare  no  Veronese  tale  to  relate  here,  however,  bat  simply 
a  homely  legend,  in  which  htnuan  feeling  may  occasionally  be 
made  to  bear  an  humble  resemblance  to  that  world-renowned 
picture  which  had  its  scenes  in  the  beautiful  capital  of  Vene- 
tian Lombardy. 

W*hen  le  Bourdon  left  his  companion,  now  so  intensely  inter- 
ested in  his  success,  to  pick  his  way  in  the  darkness  across  the 
remainder  of  the  marsh,  Margery  retired  behind  the  tree,  where 
the  first  thing  she  did  was  to  examine  her  lantern,  and  to  see 
that  its  light  was  ready  to  perfonn  the  ver}'  important  office 
which  might  so  speedily  be  required  of  it.  Satistied  on  this 
point,  she  turned  her  eyes  anxiously  in  the  direction  of  the  hut. 
By  this  time  erery  trace  of  the  bec-huntcr  was  lost,  the  hillock 
in  his  front  forming  too  dark  a  background  to  admit  of  his 
being  seen.  But  the  fire  still  blazed  in  the  chiente,  the  savagcn 
not  having  yet  finished  their  cooking,  though  several  had  satis- 
fied their  appetites,  and  liad  already  sought  places  where  they 
might  stretch  themselves  for  the  night.  Marger}*  wiis  glad  to 
sec  that  these  last  individuals  best4>weil  themselven  within  the 
influence  of  the  fire,  warm  as  was  the  night.  This  w.xs  done 
roost  probably  to  escape  from  the  annoyance  of  the  mosquitos, 
more  or  less  of  which  are  usually  found  in  the  low  lands  of  the 
new  countries,  and  near  the  margins  of  rivers. 

Margeiy  could  distinctly  see  the  Chippewa,  erect  and  bound 
to  his  tree.  On  him  phe  principally  kept  her  looks  riveted,  for 
near  his  person  did  she  expect  first  again  to  find  the  bee-hunter. 
Indeed,  there  was  no  chance  of  seeing  one  who  was  placed 
beneath  the  light  of  the  fire,  since  the  brow  of  the  acclivity 
fonned  a  complete  cover,  throwing  all  below  it  into  deep  shade. 
This  circumstance  was  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  a«lven- 
turer,  however,  enabling  him  to  steal  quite  near  to  his  friend, 
favored  by  a  darkness  that  was  getting  to  be  intense.  Quitting 
Margery,  we  will  now  rejoin  le  Bourdon,  who  by  this  time  was 
appn>aching  his  goal. 

The  bee-hontcr  had  some  difficulty  in  finding  his  way  across 
the  marsh ;  but  floundering  through  the  impediments,  and  on 
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the  whole  preserving  the  main  direction,  he  got  out  on  the  finn 
ground  quite  as  aoon  as  he  had  expected  to  do.  It  was  necet- 
Knry  for  him  to  use  extreme  caution.  The  Indians  according 
to  their  custom  had  dogs,  two  of  which  had  been  in  sight,  lying 
about  half-way  between  the  prisoner  and  the  door  of  the  hut. 
Boden  had  seen  a  savage  feeding  these  dogs  ;  and  it  appeared 
to  him  at  the  time  as  if  the  Indian  had  been  telling  them  to  be 
watchful  of  the  Chippewa.  lie  well  knew  the  services  that 
the  red  men  expected  of  these  animals,  which  are  kept  rather 
as  sentinels  than  for  any  great  use  they  put  them  to  in  the 
hunts.  An  Indian  dog  is  quick  enough  to  give  the  alann, 
and  he  will  keep  on  a  trail  for  a  long  run  and  with  considerable 
ar(>ura«\v.  but  it  is  sehlom  that  he  closes  and  has  his  share  in  the 
dt'atli,  unle^is  in  the  case  of  very  timid  and  powerless  creatures. 
Xr\*Ttln»lesH,  the  presence  of  these  dogs  exacted  extra  cau- 
tion in  the  movements  of  the  bee-hunter.  lie  had  ascended 
the  hill  a  little  out  of  the  stream  of  light  which  still  issued  from 
the  open  d<M»r  of  the  hut,  and  was  soon  high  enough  to  get  a 
gooil  look  at  the  state  of  things  on  the  bit  of  level  land 
around  tin*  <abin.  Fully  one-half  of  the  savages  were  yet  up 
ami  in  unition;  th(»ugh  the  processes  of  cooking  and  eating 
w«T**  bv  xh\<  time  nearly  ended.  These  men  had  senses  almost 
as  a«'uti'  as  those  «»f  thi'ir  dogs,  an*l  it  was  very  necessary  to  be 
»)n  hi"-  guard  against  tht'ni  als«».  By  nu>ving  with  the  utmost 
rautinn.  lo  Huunlon  reacht-d  the  edge  of  the  line  of  light,  where 
hr  was  within  t«*n  yanls  of  the  captive.  Here  he  placed  hit 
rilk*  ju:ain«*t  a  small  tn»e,  and  drew  his  knife,  in  readiness  to  cut 
tin*  pri^niicr  s  tlmnir^.  Thn'c  s<»vend  times,  while  the  bee-hnntcr 
waN  making  thrst*  prcpanitions,  did  the  two  dogs  raise  their 
Ih-ails  anil  srrnt  the  air ;  onre,  the  oldest  of  the  two  gave  a 
il«M-p  an<l  most  «>niinous  gmwl.  Singular  as  it  may  seem,  this 
la-t  indication  <»f  giving  tlu'  alarm  was  of  great  »er\'ice  to  le 
nourd<»n  and  the  (.'hippcwa  The  latter  heiird  the  growl,  and 
N'lw  two  of  till*  niovfment.H  of  the  animals'  heads,  from  all  which 
\w  inferrv<i  that  there  was  some  creature,  or  some  danger  l>ehind 
him.     This  naturallv  eni*u(;h  induced  him   to  bestow  a  keen 
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HttentioD  in  that  direction,  and  being  unable  to  tuni  body, 
limbft,  or  head,  the  sense  of  hearing  was  his  only  means  of 
watchfnlness.  It  was  while  in  this  state  of  profound  listening 
that  Pigeonswji^  fancied  he  heard  his  own  name,  in  such  a 
whisper  as  one  raises  when  he  wishes  to  call  from  a  short  dis- 
tance with  the  least  possible  expenditure  of  voice.  Presently 
the  words  **  Pigeqnswing,''  and  '*  Chippewa,**  were  succeeded 
by  those  of  "  bee-hunter,**  **  Bourdon."  This  was  enough ; 
the  quick-witted  warrior  made  a  low  ejaculation,  such  as  might 
l>e  mistaken  for  a  half-suppressed  murmur  that  proceeded  from 
pain,  but  which  one  keenly  on  the  watch,  and  who  was  striving 
to  communicate  with  him,  would  be  apt  to  understand  as  a 
»ign  of  attention.  The  whispering  then  ceased  altogether,  and 
the  prisoner  waited  the  result  with  the  stoic  patience  of  an 
American  Indian.  A  minute  later  the  Chippewa  felt  the  thongs 
giving  way,  and  his  arras  were  released  at  the  elbows.  An  arm 
was  next  passed  round  his  body,  and  the  fastenings  at  the  wrist 
were  cut  At  this  instant  a  voice  whispered  in  hb  ear — *'  Be 
of  good  heart,  Chippewa — your  friend.  Bourdon,  is  here.  Can 
you  stand  ?*' 

**  No  stand,"  answered  the  Indian  in  a  low  whisper — "  too 
much  tie." 

At  the  next  moment  the  feet  of  the  Chippewa  were  released, 
as  were  also  his  knees.  Of  all  the  fastenings  none  now  remained 
but  that  which  lK)und  the  captive  to  the  tree.  In  not  cutting 
this,  the  beo-hunter  manifested  his  coolness  and  judgment ;  for 
were  the  stout  rope  of  bark  severed,  the  Indian  would  have 
fallen  like  a  log,  from  total  inability  to  stand.  His  thongs  had 
impeded  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  and  the  usual  temporary 
paralysis  had  been  the  consequence.  Pigeonswing  understood 
the  reason  of  his  friend's  forbearance,  and  managed  to  rub  hit 
hands  and  wrists  together,  while  the  bee-hunter  himself  applied 
friction  to  his  feet,  by  passing  his  own  arms  around  the  bottom  of 
the  tree.  The  reader  may  imagine  the  intense  anxiety  of  Mar- 
gery the  while ;  for  she  witnessed  the  arrival  of  Ic  Bourdon  at  the 
tree,  and  could  not  arcount  for  the  long  delay  which  succeeded. 
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Ail  thiB  time,  the  dogs  were  far  from  being  quiet  or  satisfied. 
Their  masters,  accustomed  to  being  surrounded  at  night  by 
w<>lvcs  an<i  foxes,  or  other  beasts,  took  little  heed,  however,  of 
the  discontent  of  these  creatures,  which  were  in  the  habit  of 
growling  in  their  lairs.  The  bee-hunter,  as  he  kept  rubbing  at 
liis  friend's  legs,  felt  now  but  little  apprehension  of  the  dogs, 
tliough  a  new  source  of  alarm  presented  itself  by  the  time  the 
Chippewa  was  barely  able  to  sustxun  his  weight  on  his  feet,  and 
long  before  he  could  use  them  with  any  thing  like  his  former 
agility.  The  manner  in  which  the  savages  came  together  in 
the  hut.  and  the  gestures  made  by  their  chief,  aimounccd  pretty 
plainly  that  a  watch  was  about  to  be  set  for  the  night.  Aa  it 
was  probable  that  the  sentinel  would  take  his  station  near  the 
prisoner,  the  bee-hunter  was  at  a  loss  to  decide  whether  it  were 
better  to  comnience  the  flight  before  or  after  the  rest  of  the 
savagrs  were  in  their  luirs.  Placing  his  mouth  as  close  to  the 
ear  of  Pigeon  swing  im  could  be  done  without  bringing  his  head 
into  the  light,  the  following  dialogue  passed  between  Ic  Bourdon 
and  the  captive. 

»*  l>o  you  see.  Chippewa,"  the  bee-hunter  commenced,  '*lhc 
«'liicf  is  trlling  one  of  the  young  men  to  come  and  keep  guard 
nrar  you  ?" 

*'Si'*'  him,  well  'nough.     Make  too  many  sign,  no  to  sec." 

**  What  think  you — shall  we  wait  till  the  warriors  are  asleep, 
or  try  to  be  otf  before  the  sentinel  comes  ?" 

*•  I»i"i'*  wait,  if  one  t*ing.  You  got  rifle — got  tomahawk — 
gilt  knifi*.  t'li  r* 

**  1  have  them  all,  tliough  my  rifle  is  a  short  distance  behind 
me,  and  a  little  down  the  hill.'* 

*•  I.)at  bad — nebbt-r  let  go  riflt?  on  war-path.  Well,  vou 
tomahawk  him — /n-alp  him — dat  '11  do.*' 

*'  I  ^h:lll  kill  no  man,  t^iippewa,  unless  there  is  great  oc- 
casi<»ii  for  it.  If  there  is  no  other  mode  of  getting  joa  off,  I 
shall  0 house  to  <'ut  this  last  thong,  and  leave  you  to  take  caiv 
of  yourielf'.*' 

'*<five  him  tomahawk,  den — give  him  knife,  too." 
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^*  Not  for  Buch  a  purpose.  I  do  not  like  to  shed  blood  with- 
out a  p>od  reason  for  it.*^ 

**  No  call  war  good  reason,  eh  ?  Be^^s  reason  in  world.  Potta- 
wattamie dig  tip  hatchet  ag*in  Great  Fa^lder  at  Wash*ton — dat 
no  good  rea<on  why  take  his  scalp,  eh  V^ 

In  whispering  these  last  words  the  Chippewa  used  so  much 
energ}-,  that  the  dogs  again  raised  their  heads  from  between 
their  forepaws  and  growled.  Almost  at  that  instant  the  chief 
and  his  f«>w  remaining  wakeful  companions  laid  themselves 
down  to  sleep,  and  the  young  warrior  designated  as  the  sentinel 
left  the  hut  and  came  slowly  toward  the  prisoner.  The  cir- 
cumstances admitted  of  no  delay ;  le  Bourdon  pressed  the  keen 
edge  of  his  knife  across  the  withe  that  bound  the  Indian  to  the 
tree ;  first  giving  him  notice,  in  order  that  he  might  be  prepar- 
ed to  sustain  his  own  weight  This  done,  the  bee-hunter 
dropped  on  the  ground,  crawling  away  out  of  the  light ;  though 
the  brow  of  the  hill  almost  immediately  formed  a  screen  to  con- 
ceal his  person  from  all  near  the  hut.  In  another  instant  he 
had  regained  his  rifle,  and  was  descending  swiftly  toward  the 
crossing  at  the  marsh. 


5* 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

"  We  call  them  savage— oh,  be  Just! 
Their  outraged  feelings  scan ; 
A  voice  comes  forth.  His  from  the  dust— 
The  savage  was  a  man !" 

Spsaoitj:. 

As  soon  as  le  Bourdon  reached  the  commencement  of  that 
which  might  be  called  his  path  across  the  marsh,  he  stopped 
and  looked  backward.  He  was  now  sufficiently  removed  from 
the  low  acclivity  to  see  objects  on  its  summit,  and  had  no  dif- 
ficulty in  discerning  all  that  the  waning  fire  illuminated.  There 
stood  the  Chippewa  erect  against  the  tree  as  if  still  bound  with 
thongs,  while  the  sentinel  was  slowly  approaching  him.  The 
dogs  were  on  their  feet,  and  gave  two  or  three  sharp  barks, 
which  had  the  effect  to  cause  five  or  six  of  the  savages  to  lift 
their  heads  in  their  lairs.  One  arose  even  and  threw  an  armful 
of  dried  branches  on  the  fire,  producing  a  bright  blaze,  that 
brought  every  thing  around  the  hut,  and  which  the  light  could 
touch,  into  full  view. 

Tlie  bee-hunter  was  astonished  at  the  immovable  calmness 
with  which  Pigeons  wing  still  stood  to  his  tree,  awaiting  the  ap- 
proach of  the  sentinel.  In  a  few  moments  the  latter  was  at  his 
side.  At  first  the  Pottawattamie  did  not  perceive  that  the 
prisoner  was  unbound.  He  threw  him  into  shadow  by  his 
own  person,  and  it  required  a  close  look  to  note  the  circum- 
stance. Boden  was  too  far  from  the  spot  to  see  all  the  minor 
movements  of  the  parties,  but  there  was  soon  a  straggle  that 
could  not  be  mistaken.  As  the  Pottawattamie  was  examining 
the  prisoner,  an  exclamation  that  escaped  him  betrayed  the 
sudden  consciousness  that  the  Chippewa  was  unbound.     The 
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sound  WA<<  no  sooner  uttered  than  Pigeonswing  made  a  grasp 
at  the  sentiners  knife,  which  however  he  did  not  obtain,  when 
the  two  closed  and  fell,  rolling  down  the  declivity  into  the 
darknefts.     When  the  Pottawattamie  »eized  the  Chippewa,  he  'f^ 

littered  a  yell,  which  instantly  brought  every  man  of  his  party      ^   f^h 
to  his  feet.     As  the  savages  now  united  in  the  whoops,  and  the 
dogs  began  t4»  bark  wildly,  an  infernal  clamor  was  made. 

At  first,  le  Bourdon  did  not  know  horw  to  act  He  greatly 
feared  the  dogs,  and  could  not  but  think  of  Marger}',  and  the 
probable  consequences,  should  those  sagacious  animals  follow 
him  across  the  marsh.  But  he  did  not  like  the  idea  of  aban-  1 
<ioning  Pigeonswing,  when  a  single  blow  of  his  arm,  or  a  kick  of 
his  foot,  might  be  the  cause  of  his  escape.  While  deliberating  ' 
in  painful  uncertainty,  the  sounds  of  the  struggle  cease<l,  and 
he  saw  the  sentinel  rising  again  into  the  light,  limping  like,  one 
uho  had  supfered  by  a  fall.  Prc^u^ntly  he  heard  a  footstep  near 
liiro,  and,  calling  in  a  low  voice,  ho  was  immediately  joined  by 
Pigeonswing.  Before  the  bee-hunter  was  awan*  of  his  intention, 
the  Chippewa  !>eize<l  his  rifle,  and  levelling  at  the  sentinel,  who 
<till  stood  on  the  bn>w  of  the  hill,  drawn  in  all  his  savage  out- 
lines distinctly  in  the  light  of  the  flames,  he  tire<l.  Tiie  cry, 
the  leap  into  the  air,  and  the  fall,  announced  the  unerring 
•character  of  the  aim.  In  coming  to  the  earth,  the  wounded 
man  fell  over  the  brow  of  the  8har]>  acclivity,  and  was  heanl 
rrjlling  towanl  its  base. 

Lc  Bourdon  felt  the  importance  of  now  improving  the  precious 
moments,  and  was  in  the  act  of  urging  his  companion  to  follow, 
when  the  latter  passed  an  arm  arouiul  his  body,  whipped  liis 
knife  from  the  girdle  and  sheath,  and  dropping  the  rifle  into  hii 
friend's  arms,  bounded  away  in  the  darkness,  taking  the  di- 
rection of  his  fallen  enemy.  There  was  no  mistaking  all  this ; 
Chippewa,  le«l  by  his  own  peculiar  sense  of  honor,  riskini;  every 
thing  to  obtain  the  usual  trophy  of  victor}'.  By  this  time,  a 
dozen  of  the  savages  stood  on  the  brow  of  the  hill,  seemingly 
at  a  loM  to  underitand  what  had  become  of  the  combatants. 
Perceiving  this,  the  bee-hunter  profited  by  the  delay  and  re- 
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loaded  his  rifle.  As  ever}'  thing  passed  almost  as  swiftly  as 
the  electric  spark  is  known  to  travel,  it  was  but  a  moment  after 
the  Pottawattamie  tell  ere  his  conqueror  was  through  with  his 
bloody  task.  Just  as  le  Bourdon  threw  his  rifle  up  into  the 
hollow  of  his  arm,  he  was  rejoined  by  his  red  friend,  who  bore 
the  reeking  scalp  of  the  sentinel  at  his  belt ;  though  fortunately 
the  bee-hunter  did  not  see  it  on  account  of  the  obscurity,  else 
might  he  not  have  been  so  willing  to  continue  to  act  with  so 
ruthless  an  ally. 

Further  stay  was  out  of  the  question  ;  for  the  Indians  were 
now  collected  in  a  body  on  the  brow  of  the  hill,  where  the 
chief  was  rapidly  issuing  his  orders.  In  a  minute  the  band  dia- 
]>ersed,  every  man  bounding  into  the  darkness,  as  if  aware  of  the 
danger  of  remaining  within  the  influence  of  the  bright  light 
thrown  fn>m  the  Are.  Tlien  came  such  a  clamor  from  tho 
dogH,  us  left  no  doubt  in  the  mind  of  the  bee-hunter  that  they 
had  M-ented  and  found  the  remains  of  the  fallen  man.  A  fierce 
yell  oanic  fn)ui  the  same  hpot,  the  proof  that  some  ojf  the 
Kuva^es  hat]  already  discovered  the  body ;  and  le  Bourdon  told 
his  companion  to  follow,  taking  his  way  across  the  tnarah  as 
fast  &H  he  couKl  overcome  the  difliculties  of  the  path. 

It  has  already  been  intimated  that  it  was  not  easy,  if  indeed 
it  were  possible,  to  cross  that  piece  of  low  wet  land  in  a  direct 
line.  There  Wjis  tolersibly  Arm  ground  on  it,  but  it  lay  in  an 
irregular  tonn,  its  presence  l>eing  generally  to  be  noted  by  the 
gn»wth  of  tn'es.  Ijc  Bourdon  had  U-en  very  careful  in  taking 
Ills  landmarks,  fi>resoeing  the  probability  of  a  hasty  retreat, 
and  he  luul  no  ditli(Milty  for  s«>iiie  time  in  keeping  in  the  right 
din*ction.  But  the  d<^  soon  left  tlie  dead  lH>dy,  and  came 
boundini;  <u*rr>ss  tlie  iiinrsh,  disri'garding  its  difllcultiea:  thouf^ 
their  phihge.N  and  yelU  sotin  made  it  ap{iarent  that  even  they 
did  Hot  es4*a{N*  altogether  ^^ith  dr\'  feet.  As  for  the  aavagefly 
thry  poiiriMl  down  the  deelivity  in  a  stream,  taking  the  dogm 
as  their  guides ;  ami  safe  ones  they  might  well  be  accounted,  so 
far  as  tlie  scent  w:ls  roucemed,  though  they  did  not  happen  to  be 
partirnl.irly  wi^II  acqunintpd  with  nil  the  difficulties  of  the  path. 
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At  length  le  Bourdon  paused,  causing  his  companion  to  stop 
also.  In  the  hurry  and  confusion  of  the  flight,  the  former  had 
lost  his  landmarks,  finding  himself  amidst  a  copse  of  small 
trees,  or  large  bushes,  but  not  in  the  particular  copse  he  sought. 
Kvery  effort  to  get  out  of  this  thicket,  except  by  the  way  he 
had  entered  it,  proved  abortive,  and  the  dogs  were  barking  at 
DO  great  distance  in  his  rear.  It  is  true  that  these  animals  no 
longer  approached  :  for  they  were  floundering  in  the  mud  and 
water ;  but  fheir  throats  answered  every  purpose  to  lead  the  ^ 
pursuers  on,  and  the  low  calls  that  passed  from  mouth  to  mouth, 
let  the  pursued  understand  that  the  Pottawattamies  were  at 
their  heels,  if  not  absolutely  on  their  trail. 

The  crisis  demanded  both  discretion  and  decision ;  qualities 
in  which  the  bee>hunter,  with  his  forest  training,  was  not  likely 
to  be  deficient.  He  looked  out  for  the  path  by  which  he  had 
reached  the  unfortunate  thicket,  and  having  found  it,  commenc- 
ed a  retreat  by  the  way  he  had  come.  Ner\'e  was  needed  to 
move  almost  in  a  line  toward  the  dogs  and  their  masters  ;  but 
the  nerve  was  forthcoming,  and  the  two  advanced  like  veterans 
expecting  the  fire  of  some  concealed  but  well-armed  batter}'. 
Presently,  le  Bourdon  stopped,  and  examined  the  ground  on 
which  he  stood. 

*'  Here  we  must  turn,  Chippewa,**  he  said,  in  a  guarded  voice. 
'^This  is  the  spot  where  I  must  have  missed  my  way.** 

•*  Good  place  to  tum'bout,*'  answered  the  Indian — **  dog  too 
near.*' 

'*  We  must  shoot  the  dogs  if  they  press  us  too  hard,'*  return- 
ed the  bee-hunter,  leading  off  rapidly,  now  secure  in  the  right 
direction.  **They  seem  to  be  in  tnmble,  just  at  this  time  ;  but 
animals  like  them  will  soon  find  their  way  across  this  marsh.** 

'^Bess  shoot  Pottawattamie,**  coolly  returned  Pigeons^ ing. 
**  Pottawattamie  got  capital  scalp — dog*s  ears  no  good  for 
nottin*,  any  more.** 

'*  Yonder,  I  believe,  is  the  tree  I  am  in  search  of  I**  exclaimed 
le  liourdoD.  **  If  we  can  reach  that  tree,  I  think  all  will  go 
well  with  OS." 
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Till*  tPM*  w!H  reached,  and  the  bee-hunter  proceeded  to  make 
sure  <»f  his  course  from  that  point  Removing  from  his  pouch 
a  ftinall  piece  of  moistened  powder  that  he  had  prepared  ere  he 
]il>erated  the  Chippewa,  he  stuck  it  on  a  low  branch  of  the  tree 
he  wjis  under,  and  on  the  side  next  the  spot  where  he  ha<i 
stationeil  Marpfcry.  When  this  was  done,  he  made  his  com- 
panion stand  aside,  and  liiifhting  some  spunk  with  his  flint  and 
steel,  he  fired  his  powder.  Of  course,  this  little  preparation 
burned  like  the  fireworks  of  a  boy,  making  sufficient  light, 
however,  to  be  seen  in  a  dark  night  for  a  mile  or  more.  No 
sooner  was  the  wetted  p<»wder  hissing  and  throwing  off  its 
sparks,  tlian  the  bee-hunter  gazed  intently  into  the  now  seem- 
:  ingly  tangible  obscurity  of  the  marsh.  A  bright  light  appeared 
and  vanished.  It  was  enough  ;  the  bee-hunter  threw  down  his 
own  signal  and  extinguished  it  with  his  foot ;  and,  as  he  wished, 
the  lantern  of  Margery  appeared  no  more.  Assured  now  of  the 
accumfy  of  hb*  position,  as  well  as  of  the  course  he  was  to  pur- 
sue, le  Hourdon  bade  his  companion  follow,  ami  pressed  anew 
acri>ss  the  marsh.  A  tree  was  soon  visible,  and  toward  that 
particular  i>bje(:t  the  fugitives  steadily  pressed,  until  it  was 
reai'hed.  At  the  next  instant  Margery  was  joined ;  and  the 
bee-hunt«'r  i:«»uM  not  refrain  from  kissing  her,  in  the  excea»of 
his  pl«':isure. 

**  Til  ere  i-*  a  drea^lful  howling  €»f  «log»,*'  said  Margery,  feeling 
no  otl'i'Mic  at  the  liberty  taken,  in  a  moment  like  that,  '*and  it 
Koenis  t«»  II nr  that  a  whole  tribe  is  following  at  their  heels.  For 
Heuven*^  ^ake.  Bourdon,  let  us  hasten  to  the  canoes;  brother 
and  M«»ter  must  think  xk  lost  I" 

The  circumstances  pressi-d,  and  the  l>ec-huntcr  took  Mar- 
gery* h  arm,  px^oiing  it  thmugh  one  of  his  own,  with  a  decided 
and  |»ri>tectinir  nianner,  that  caiiK'd  the  girKs  heart  to  beat  with 
emotiouH  n<»t  in  the  lea^t  connected  with  fear,  leaving  an  im- 
prc-*}*i<»n  i>f  pleaMiru  even  at  tluit  perilous  moment.  As  Um 
•li-itaui^e  wa*«  not  great,  the  three  were  soon  on  the  beach  and 
near  to  the  canoes.  Here  they  met  Dorothy,  alone,  and  pacing 
to  and  fn>  like  a  pers^m  distressed.     She  had  donbtleia  heard 
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the  clamor,  and  was  aware  that  the  savages  were  out  looking 
f«>r  their  party.     As  Margery  met  her  sister,  she  saw  that  some- ' 
thing  more  than  common  ha<l  gone  wrong,  and  in  the  eager- 
ness of  her  apprehensions  she  did  not  scruple  about  putting  her 
qnestions. 

**  What  has  become  of  brother  ?  Where  is  Gershom  ?"  de- 
manded the  sensitive  girl,  at  once. 

The  answer  was  given  in  a  low  voice,  and  in  that  sort  of 
manner  with  which  woman  strtiggles  to  the  last  to  conceal  the 
delinquencies  of  him  she  loves. 

**  Gershom  is  not  himself,  just  now,''  half  whispered  the 
wife — "he  has  fallen  into  one  of  his  old  ways,  agMn." 

*•  Old  ways  ?"  slowly  repeated  the  sister,  dropping  her  own 
voice  to  tones  similar  to  those  in  which  the  unpleasant  news  had 
JQst  been  communicated.  "  IIow  is  that  possible,  now  that  all 
the  whbkey  is  emptied  ?" 

**  It  seems  that  Bour<ion  had  a  jug  of  brandy  among  his 
stores,  and  Gershom  found  it  out.  I  blame  no  one ;  for  J  Jour- 
don,  who  never  abuses  the  gifts  of  Providence,  had  a  right  to 
his  comforts  at  least:  but  it  is  a  pity  that  there  was  any  thing 
of  the  sort  in  the  canoes  !*' 

The  bee-hunter  was  greatly  concerned  at  this  unwelcome  in- 
telligence, feeling  all  its  importance  far  more  vividly  than  either 
of  his  companions.  They  regretted  as  women ;  but  he  fore- 
saw the  flanger,  as  a  man  accustomed  to  exertion  in  trying 
scenes.  If  Whiskey  Centre  liad  really  fallen  inti>  his  old  ways, 
so  as  to  render  himself  an  incumbrance,  instead  of  being  an 
assistant  at  such  a  moment,  the  fact  was  to  be  deplored,  but  it 
could  only  bt»  reme<lietl  by  time.  Luckily  they  had  the  In<lian 
with  them,  and  he  could  manage  one  of  the  canoes,  while  he 
himself  took  charge  <»f  the  other.  A«  no  time  was  to  l>e  lost  — 
the  barking  of  the  dogs  and  the  cries  of  the  savages  too  plainly 
letting  it  be  known  that  the  enemy  was  getting  through  the 
marsh  by  some  means  or  other — he  hurried  the  party  <lown  to 
the  canoes,  entering  that  of  Whiskey  Centrt*  at  once. 

Le  Boordon  found  Gernhom  asleep,  but  with  the  heavy  slum- 
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hers  of  tlic  drunkard.  Dolly  had  removed  the  jng  and  con- 
coal(Ml  it,  as  soon  as  the  state  of  her  husband  enable<l  her  to  do 
so  without  incurring  his  violence.  Else  might  the  unfortunate 
man  have  destroyed  himself,  by  indulging  in  a  liquor  so  much 
more  palatable  than  that  lie  was  accustomed  to  use,  after  so 
long  and  compelled  an  abstinence.  Tlie  jug  was  now  produced, 
however,  and  le  Bourdon  emptied  it  in  the  river,  to  the  great 
joy  of  l-he  two  females,  though  not  without  a  sharp  remon- 
strance from  the  Chippewa.  The  bee-hunter  was  steady,  and 
the  Ijist  drop  of  the  liquor  of  Gascony  was  soon  mingling  with 
the  waters  of  the  Kalanuizoo.  Tliis  done,  the  bee-hunter  de- 
sired the  women  to  embark,  and  called  to  the  Chippewa  to  do 
the  s:uiie.  By  quitting  the  spot  in  the  canoes,  it  was  evident 
the  j)ursuers  would  be  balked,  temporarily  at  leasts  since  they 
must  recroRs  the  marsh  in  onler  to  get  into  their  own  boats, 
without  which  further  pursuit  would  be  fruitless. 

It  initrht  have  been  by  means  of  a  secret  sympathy,  or  it  was 
possibly  the  re^^ult  of  accident,  but  certain  it  is,  that  the  Chip- 
pewa was  placed  in  that  of  le  Bourdon.  As  for  Whiskey  Cen- 
tre, he  lay  like  a  log  in  the  bottom  of  his  own  light  l»ark,  cared 
fur  only  by  his  aflectionate  wife,  who  had  mmle  a  pillow  for  his 
head  :  but,  fortunately,  if  no  assistance  just  then,  not  any 
maTiM-ial  hindrance  to  the  movements  of  his  friends*  By  the 
tiiiK^  le  Jiiiurdon  and  the  Chij>|»ewa  had  got  their  stations,  and 
the  can«M's  were  free  of  the  bottom,  it  was  evident  by  the  sounds, 
that  not  only  the  do^,  but  tlivers  of  their  master*,  had  Houn- 
denrd  through  the  swamp,  and  were  already  on  the  firm  ground 
♦•a>t  of  it.  A-i  th«'  ilo^rs  ran  by  s<'ent,  little  doubt  remained  of 
their  s«H>n  leadini;  the  s:ivages  down  to  the  place  of  embarka- 
tion. Aware  nf  this,  the  bee-hunter  dinvted  the  Chippewa  to 
ftilNtw,  and  urjr«*d  his  own  canoe  away  from  the  shore,  follow- 
ing inw  of  thri'c  iif  the  natural  channels  that  united  just  at  that 
point. 

The  rlanior  n'lw  sensibly  incn'jisi>d,  and  the  approach  of  the 
pursuers  wa.H  nrndi  faster  than  it  had  previously  been,  in  con- 
MMjuenco  of  tlipfi'  no  longer  being  wet  land  l>eneath  their  feet. 
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At  the  distance  of  fifty  yards  from  the  shore,  however,  the 
channel,  or  open  avenue  among  the  rice-plants  that  the  canoes 
had  taken,  made  a  short  turn  to  the  northward;  for  all  the 
events  we  have  just  been  recording  occurred  on  the  northern, 
or  leeward  side  of  the  river.  Once 'around  this  bend  in  the 
channel,  the  canoes  would  have  been  effectually  concealed  from 
those  on  the  beach,  had  it  even  been  broad  daylight,  and,  of 
course,  were  so  much  more  hidden  from  view  under  the  obscuri- 
ty of  a  very  dark  night  Perceiving  this,  and  fearful  that  the 
dip  of  the  paddles  might  be  heard,  Ic  ik>urdon  ceased  to  urge 
his  canoe  through  the  water,  telling  the  Chippewa  to  imitate 
his  example,  and  let  the  boata  drift.  In  couHequence  of  this 
precaution  the  fugitives  were  still  quite  near  the  shore  when, 
first,  the  dogs,  and  then  a  party  of  their  masters,  came  rushing 
down  to  the  very  spo^  whence  the  canoes  had  departed  scarcely 
two  minutes  before.  As  no  precautions  were  taken  to  conceal 
the  advance  of  the  pursuers,  the  pursued,  or  the  individuals 
among  them  who  alone  understood  the  common  language  of 
the  great  Ojebway  nation  well,  had  an  opportunity  of  hearing 
and  understanding  all  that  was  said.  Le  Bounlon  had  brought 
the  two  canoes  together ;  and  the  Chippewa,  at  his  request,  now 
translated  such  parts  of  the  discourse  of  their  enemies  as  he 
deemed  worthy  of  communicating  to  the  females. 

*'  Say,  now,  nobody  dere  I"  commenced  the  Indian,  coolly — 
"  Tink  he  no  great  way  off —mean  to  look  for  him — t'ink  dog 
uneasy — won'er  why  dog  so  uneasy.'* 

*•  Them  dogs  are  very  likely  to  scent  us  here  in  the  canoes, 
we  are  so  near  them,"  whispered  le  Bounion. 

*'  8* pose  he  do,  can't  catch  us,"  coolly  answered  the  Chippewa 
— **  beside,  shoot  him,  dont  take  care — bad  for  dog  to  chafie 
warrior  too  much.*' 

'*  There  is  one  speaking  now,  who  seems  to  have  au- 
thority." 

"  Yes — he  chief — know  he  voice — hear  him  too  often— he 
mean  to  put  Pigeonswing  to  torture.  Well,  let  him  catch 
Pigeonswing  fust — swift  bin!  <Io  that,  eh  f" 
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**  But  what  pays  he  ? — it  may  be  of  importance  to  learn  what 
the  chief  says,  just  now." 

**  W)u)  care  wliat  h<»  saij — can't  do  nuttin* — if  ^t  good  chance, 
take  /i»x  scalp,  too." 

**  Aye,  that  I  dare  say — ^hut  he  is  speaking  eamefitW,  and  in  a  * 
low  voice ;  listen,  and  let  us  know  what  he  saya.    I  do  not  well 
umlerstand  at  this  distance." 

The  Chippewa  complied,  an<l  maintained  an  attentive  »ilence 
until  the  <-hief  ceased  to  speak.  Then  he  rendered  what  had 
hern  sai<l  into  such  Eni^Hsh  as  he  could  command,  accompany- 
inir  the  tnmslation  by  the  explanations  that  naturally  suf;:gestcd 
them<elves  to  o\\v  like  himsi>lf. 

**  Chirf  talk  to  younfir  men,"  said  the  Chippewa — "all  chief 
talk  to  youni^  men — tell  him  dat  Pijjjeonswinpf  must  get  off  in 
cano«» — iloirt  siM'  canoe,  nudder — Imt,  muM  he  canoe,  else  he 
swim.  Tink  m«>re  than  one  Injin  here — don't  know,  dough — 
niaybf.  inayl»c  not — catxi  tell,  till  see  trail,  morrow  momin* — *' 

*•  \V«*1I,  wi'll ;  hut  what  d«»e.s  he  tell  his  young  men  to  doP* 
deman<lcd  the  l»tM»-hunter,  impatiently. 

*'I>i»n't  1m'  sijuaw,  I>i»urdon — trll  all  hyVm  hye.  Tell  young 
men  s'pn«o  h<*  cr»-t  can«M'.  (i<*n  he  may  get  our  canoe,  and  carry 
Vm  otf — s'p.w.*  ht»  swim ;  dat  Chippewa  devil  swim  down 
stn'am  and  ir<*t  nnr  cani»e  ilat  fashion — l>e8s  go  hack,  M>mc 
of  yi»ii,  and  s«m»  artrr  our  cani»e — dat  what  he  tell  young 
men  m<ist." 

"That  i-*  a  luf^ky  thoiii;ht  !''  exclaimed  le  Rounlon — ** let  oa 
paddlf^  iltiwn.  at  t»n«'e.  and  seize  all  their  canoes  before  they  can 
gi't  tlnn".  TIi»'  distaiHT  by  wati'r,  owing  to  this  l»end  in  the 
river,  is  not  half  a^  ]ZTv:\\  as  that  by  land,  and  the  marsh  will 
doiiMi'  th«'  di-tau"*!'  to  tln'm." 

*' hat  ltoihI  I'iHMn'il!"  Slid  Pii^eonswing — '•you  go— I 
f..ll-w.- 

This  was  no  sooner  said,  than  the  canoes  were  again  got  in 
motittn.  The  tlarkness  might  now  have  been  a  sufficient  pro- 
tection had  thiTf  been  no  ri<'e,  but  the  plant  would  have  coo- 
ceaU'iJ  the  m<>vem*iit,  even  at  noon-t]uv.     The  tire  in  the  hat 
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senred  as  a  beacon,  and  enabled  le  Bourdon  to  find  the  canoes. 
When  he  reached  the  landing,  he  could  still  hear  the  dogs 
barking  on  the  marsh,  and  the  voices  of  those  with  them,  call- 
ing in  loud  tones  to  two  of  the  savages  who  had  remained  at 
the  chiente,  as  a  sort  of  camp-guard. 

*'  What  do  them  chaps  say  ?*'  asked  le  Bourdon  of  the 
Chippewa.  *'  Tliey  yell  as  if  striving  to  make  the  two  men  at 
the  door  of  the  hut  hear  them.  Con  you  make  out  what  they 
are  bawling  so  loud  V^ 

**  Tell  two  warrior  to  come  down  and  take  care  of  canoe — 
dat  all — let  'em  come — find  two  here  to  take  care  of  <ifm — gut 
good  scalp,  them  two  rascal  Pottawattamie  !'* 

'*  Xo— no— Pigeonswing — we  must  have  no  more  of  that 
work  to-night,  but  nmst  set  about  towing  these  four  canoes 
off  the  shore  as  fast  as  we  can.  Have  you  got  hitches  on  your 
two?^ 

**  Fast  *nough — so  fast,  he  follow,'*  answered  the  Indian, 
who,  notwithstanding  his  preparations  to  help  to  remove  the 
canoes,  was  manifestly  reluctant  to  depart  without  striking  an- 
other blow  at  his  enemies.  **  Now  good  time  for  <lem  rascal 
to  lose  scalp  I*' 

•'  Tliem  rascal^  as  you  call  them,  begin  to  understand  their 
frien<ls  in  the  marsh,  and  are  looking  to  the  priming  of  their 
rifics.  We  must  be  moving,  or  they  may  see  us,  ami  give  us  a 
shot.  Shove  off,  Chippewa,  and  paddle  at  once  tor  the  middle 
of  the  bay.*' 

As  le  Bounlon  was  much  in  eaniest,  Pigeonswing  was  fain 
to  comply.  Had  the  last  possessed  a  ritle  of  his  own,  or  even 
a  knife,  it  is  highly  probable  he  would  have  leaped  ashort*,  and 
found  tlie  means  of  stealing  on  some  of  his  enemies  unawares, 
and  thus  se^^ured  another  trophy.  But  the  bee-hunter  was 
determined,  and  the  Chippewa,  however  reluctant,  was  com- 
pelled to  ol>ey ;  for  not  only  had  le  Ik>urdon  kept  his  rifle  at 
his  side,  but  he  had  used  the  precaution  of  gecuring  his  knife 
and  tomahawk,  both  of  which  he  carried  habitually,  the  same 
aa  a  red  man. 
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The  canoes  had  now  a  somewhat  difBciilt  task.  The  wind 
Rtil)  blew  fresh,  and  it  was  necci«sar}'  for  one  of  these  light  craft, 
pretty  well  loaded  with  its  proper  freight,  and  paddled  by  only 
a  sinjjlc  person,  to  tow  two  other  craft  of  equal  size  dead  to  the 
windward.  The  weight  in  the  towing  craft,  and  the  lightness 
of  those  that  were  towed,  rendered  this  task,  however,  easier 
than  it  might  otherwise  have  proved.  In  the  course  of  a  couple 
of  minuti's  all  the  canoes  were  far  enough  fn>m  the  shore  to  be 
out  of  sight  of  the  two  Indians,  who,  by  that  time,  had  f^t 
down  to  the  beach  to  look  after  their  own  craft.  The  yell  these 
savages  raised  on  finding  themselves  too  late,  not  only  announced 
their  disappointment,  but  communicated  the  extent  of  the 
disaster  to  their  friends,  who  were  still  floundering  through  the 
marsh. 

Tin.'  great  advantai^  that  the  party  of  the  bee-hunter  had 
now  obt:iined  must  be  vory  apparent  to  all.  In  possession  of 
all  the  canoes,  their  enemies  were,  or  would  be  for  some  time 
at  least,  (Mjtitined  to  the  ni>i1hern  side  of  the  river,  which  was 
so  wide  near  its  mouth  as  to  present  an  effectual  barrier  between 
them  and  tho-io  who  ocrnpiiMl  the  oppo«te  bank.  The  canoes, 
als<»,  enabled  the  w<'aker  party  to  change  their  position  at  will, 
carrkiui;  with  them  as  many  efFerts  jis  were  on  board,  and  which 
inclihlt'fl  the  whi^le  of  the  property  of  le  Bourdon;  while  their 
]<»ss  (le[irive(i  their  enemies  nf  all  extra  means  of  motion,  and 
wonM  be  very  likely  to  induei-  them  to  proceed  on  their  ox- 
peiliti«m  liy  laud.  The  i»bjei-ts  of  ih:it  expedition  could  onir 
be  eiinjiMture-l  by  the  bee-hunter,  until  he  had  t|uestioned  the 
Chippewa:  a  thin*^  he  diil  not  fail  to  ilo,  as  si>on  as  he  believed 
the  party  quite  safi*  uiwler  the  Mmth  sh»re.  Here  the  fugitives 
lande<l.  proe(>nliti«^  up  a  natund  ehannel  in  the  wild  rice  in 
i*T'Ur  t«»  d«»  s«i.  and  M-li-rtiij:^  a  bit  it(  ilry  beach  for  their  pur- 
pi  »m\  Margrry  M-t  abnut  li^jhtiiig  a  fire,  in  order  to  keep  the 
m'>s(]iiit<is  at  a  <liManee,  selertini;  a  spot  to  kindle  it,  behind  a 
sMi-Il  iiM  th(>  laud,  that  eoneeali*d  the  light  from  all  on  the  other 
hhure.  In  the  morning,  it  \\ould  be  necess.ir}'  to  extingauh 
that  fire.  le>t  it<>  smoke  shniiM  betray  their  position.     It  was 
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while  these  things  were  in  progress,  and  after  Ic  Bourdon  had 
himself  procured  the  fuel  necessary  to  feed  pretty  Margery's 
fire,  that  he  questioned  the  Chippewa  touching  his  captivity. 

**  Yes,  tell  all  'bout  him,*'  answered  the  Indian,  as  soon  as 
interrogated — **no  good  to  hide  trail  from  friend.  'Member 
when  say  good-by  up  in  openin'  to  Bourdon  ?" 

**  Certainly — I  remember  the  very  instant  when  you  left  me. 
The  Pottawattamie  went  on  one  path,  and  you  went  on  an-  •.-  v.  r  >, 
other.     I  was  glad  of  that,  as  you  seemed  to  think  he  was  not 
your  friend." 

**  Yes ;  good  not  to  travel  on  same  path  as  inimy,  'cause  he 
quarrel  sometime,"  coolly  returned  the  Indian.  **  Dis  time,  path 
come  together,  somehow ;  and  Pottawattamie  lose  he  scalp." 

**  I  am  aware  of  all  that,  Pigeonswing,  and  wish  it  had  not 
been  so.  I  found  the  body  of  Elksfoot  sitting  up  against  a 
tree  soon  after  you  left  me,  and  knew  by  whose  hands  he  had 
fallen." 

**  Didn't  find  scalp,  eh  ?"^ 

**  Xo,  the  scalp  had  been  taken ;  though  I  accounted  that 
but  for  little,  since  the  man's  life  was  gone.  There  is  little 
gained  by  carrying  on  war  in  this  manner,  making  the  woods, 
and  the  openings,  and  the  prairies,  alike  unsafe.  You  see, 
to  what  distress  this  fiimily  b  reduced  by  your  Injin  manner  of 
making  war." 

'*  llow  you  make  him,  den — want  to  hear.  Go  kiss,  and 
give  venison  to  inimy,  or  go  get  his  scalp,  eh  i  Which  bess 
fashion  to  make  him  afeard,  and  own  you  master  f 

**  All  that  may  be  done  without  killing  single  travellers,  or 
murdering  women  and  children.  The  peace  will  be  made  none 
the  sooner  between  England  and  America,  because  you  have 
got  the  scalp  of  Elksfoot." 

*•  Xo  haben't  got  him  any  longer ;  wish  had — Pottawattamie 
take  him  away,  and  say  he  bury  him.  Well,  let  him  hide  him 
in  a  hole  deep  as  white  man's  well,  can't  hide  Pigeunwiiig  honor 
<lere,  too.     Dat  ia  safe  as  noU^h  cut  on  stick  can  make  him  !*' 

This  notch  on  a  stick  was  the  Indian  mode  of  gazetting  a 
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warrior ;  and  a  certain  number  of  these  notches  was  pretty  cer- 
tain to  procure  for  him  a  {»ort  of  savage  brcyet,  which  answered 
his  puq)OAe  ([uitc  as  well  as  the  modem  mode  of  brcvetUng  at 
Washington  answers  our  purpose.  Neither  brings  any  pay^  we 
lM;lievcs  nor  any  command,  except  in  such  cases  as  rarely  occur, 
and  then  only  to  the  advantage  of  government.  There  are 
varieties  in  honor,  a»  in  any  other  human  interest :  so  are  there 
many  moral  degrees  in  wurtarc.  Thus,  the  very  individual  who 
admires  the  occupation  of  Algiers,  or  that  of  Tahiti,  or  the 
attack  on  Canton,  together  with  the  long  train  of  Indian  events 
which  liavc  dyed  the  peninsulas  of  the  East  in  the  blood  of 
their  people,  m^cs  an  alarming  enormity  in  the  knocking  down 
of  the  walls  of  Vera  Cruz,  though  the  breach  opened  a  direct 
road  into  San  Juan  de  Ulloa.  In  the  eyes  of  the  same  profound 
moralists,  the  garitas  of  Mexico  ought  to  have  been  respected, 
as  so  many  4lf»ors  opening  into  the  boud(»irs  of  the  beautiful 
dumes  of  that  tine  capital ;  it  being  a  monstrous  thing  to  fire  a 
blii>t  into  the  streets  uf  a  town,  no  matter  how  many  came  out 
of  thcni.  \Vc  are  luippy,  therefi>n»,  to  have  it  in  our  power  to 
add  these  touches  of  philos«)phy  that  came  from  Pigeonswing 
to  those  <if  the  sage<«  of  the  old  world,  by  way  of  completing  a 
code  of  int4Tnational  monils  on  this  interesting  subject,  in  which 
the  ^tu«lent  ^hall  be  at  a  loss  to  say  which  he  most  admirca-^ 
that  whicli  ciinies  from  the  schools,  (>r  that  which  comes  direct 
from  the  wilderness. 

»»So  lH->t/'  answered  the  bee-hunter.  **  I  wish  I  could  per- 
suade yiMi  ti>  thr«>w  away  that  disgusting  thing  at  your  belt. 
Kemeniber.  Chippewa,  you  are  now  among  Christiana,  and 
ought  to  do  ji«»  t/hristians  wisli." 

*'  Wliut  Christians  i/o,  eh  i"  returned  the  Indian,  with  a  sneer* 
'*<;.t  ilrunk  like  Whiskey  Centre,  dvrvi  Cheat  poor  red  man; 
lien  get  ilown  on  knee  and  h>ok  up  at  Manitouf  Z^  what 
ChriMian  d<».  eh  C 

**They  who  do  MUch  things  are  Christian  but  in  name— yoa 
nmst  think  lH:tter  of  such  as  are  Christians  in  fact.*' 

*•  Klibery  biNly  eall  hiniHeif  Christian,  tell  you — all  pale-fiice 
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Christian^  dey  aay.  Now,  listen  to  Chippewa.  Once  talk  long 
talk  wit*  miMionary — tell  all  about  Christian — what  Christian 
do — what  Christian  say — how  he  eat,  how  he  sleep,  how  he  [/ 
drink! — all  good — wish  Pigeonwing  Christian— den  'member 
80*gcr  at  garrison— no  eat,  no  sleep,  no  drink  Christian  fashion 
— do  ebbery  t'ing  so'gcr  fashion — swear,  fight,  cheat,  get  drunk 
— wuss  dan  Injin^-dat  Christian,  ehf 

*'  No,  that  is  not  acting  like  a  Christian  ;  and  I  fear  very  few 
of  us  who  call  ourselves  by  that  name,  act  as  if  we  wore  Chris- 
tians, in  truth,'*  said  le  Bourdon,  conscious  of  the  justice  of  the 
Chippewa*s  accusation. 

**  Just  dat — now,  I  get  him — ask  missionary,  one  day,  where 
all  Christian  go  to,  so  dat  Injin  can't  find  him — none  in  woods 
— none  on  prairie— none  in  garrison — none  at  Mackinaw — none 
at  Detroit — where  all  go  to,  den,  so  Injin  can't  find  him,  on'y 
in  missionary  talk  I" 

**  I  am  curious  to  know  what  answer  your  missionary  made 
to  that  question." 

"  Well,  tell  you — say,  on'y  one  in  ten  t'ousant  raal  Chris- 
tians 'mong  pale-face,  dough  all  call  himself  Christian !  Dat 
what  Injin  fink  queer,  eh  if" 

*'  It  b  not  easy  to  make  a  rod  man  understand  all  the  ways 
of  the  pale-faoes,  Pigeonswing ;  but  we  will  talk  of  these  things 
another  time,  when  we  are  more  at  our  ease.  Just  now,  I  wbh 
to  learn  all  1  can  of  the  manner  in  which  you  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  Pottawattamies.'* 

*'  Dat  phiin  *nough — wish  Christian  talk  half  as  plain.  You 
see«  liuurdon,  dat  Elkfoot  on  scout,  when  we  meet  in  openiu\ 
up  river.  I  knowM  his  ar'nd,  and  so  took  scalp.  Dem  Potta- 
wattamie his  friend — when  dey  come  to  meet  ole  chief,  no  find 
him ;  but  find  Pigeonwing ;  got  me  when  tired  and  *sieep ;  got 
Elkfoot  scalp  wid  me — sorry  for  dat — know  scalp  by  scalp-lock, 
which  had  gray  hair,  and  some  mark.  So  put  me  in  canoe, 
and  meant  to  take  Chippewa  to  Chicago  to  torture  him — but 
too  much  wind.  4S0,  when  meet  friend  in  t^odder  canoe,  come 
bttck  here  to  wait  little  while." 
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This  was  the  simple  explanation  of  the  manner  in  which 
Pijjconswing  had  fallen  into  the  han<ls  of  his  cnomie^  It  would 
Rceni  that  Elksfoot  had  come  in  a  canoe  from  the  mouth  of  the 
St.  JoscphV  to  a  point  about  half-way  between  that  river  and  the 
mouth  of  the  Kalamazoo,  and  there  landed.  What  the  object 
of  the  party  wiu^  does  not  exactly  appear,  though  it  in  far  from 
being  certain  that  it  was  not  to  seize  the  bee-hunter,  and  confis- 
cate his  effects.  Although  Ic  Bourdon  was  personally  a  stran- 
ger to  EIksft>ot,  news  flies  through  the  wilderness  in  an  extra- 
ordinary manner;  and  it  was  not  at  all  unlikely  that  the  fact  of 
a  white  American's  being  in  the  openings  should  soon  sprcaij, 
along  with  the  tidings  that  the  hatchet  was  dug  up,  and  that  a 
party  should  go  out  in  quest  of  his  scalp  and  the  plunder.  It 
w«)uld  seem  that  the  savage  tact  of  the  Chippewa  detected  that 
in  the  manner  of  the  Pottawattamie  chief,  which  assured  him 
the  intentions  of  the  old  warrior  were  not  amicable;  and  that 
he  took  the  very  summary  process  which  has  been  related,  not 
only  to  secure  h\^  scalp,  but  eflfectually  to  put  it  out  of  his 
power  to  do  any  mischief  tt)  one  who  wjls  anally,  and  by  means 
t>f  recent  contidence,  now  a  friend.  All  this  the  Indian  explained 
to  his  companion,  in  his  usual  clipped  English,  but  with  a 
clearness  suthcient  to  make  it  perfectly  intelligible  to  his  listener. 
The  bee-hunter  listened  with  the  most  profound  attention,  for 
lie  was  fully  aware  of  the  imp«)rtance  of  comprehending  all  the 
hiuuirds  i>f  his  own  situatit>n. 

While  this  ilialogue  was  going  on,  Margery  had  succeeded  in 
lighting  her  lin»,  autl  w:ls  busy  in  pn>paring  stunc  wann  com- 
pound, whirh  >he  knew  would  be  re«juin.»d  by  her  unhi^T 
bnttlier  aftt-r  his  debauch.  Dorothy  passoil  often  bt'tween  the 
fin»  and  the  canoe,  feeling  a  wife's  anxiety  in  the  fate  of  her 
husband.  As  for  the  Chippewa,  intoxication  was  a  very  venial 
<»tfence  in  hi<  eve^  ;  though  he  had  a  contempt  for  a  man  who 
wouM  thus  indulge  while  on  a  war-path.  The  American  Indian 
iloe>  poMsess  this  merit  of  adapting  his  de|K>rtment  to  hit  cir*> 
cum  stances.  When  eng.-iged  in  war  he  usually  prepares  himself 
in  the  c«»olest  and  wi^e^t  manner  to  nu*et  its  stnigglet,  lndlllf^ 
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infj^  only  in  moments  of  leuarc,  and  of  comparative  security.  It 
irt  true  that  the  march  of  what  is  called  civilization  is  fast  chang- 
ing the  red  man^s  character,  and  he  is  very  apt  now  to  do  that 
which  he  sees  done  by  the  '*  Christians"  around  him. 

Le  Bourdon,  when  his  dialogue  with  the  Chippewa  was  over, 
and  after  a  few  words  of  explanation  with  Margery,  took  his 
own  canoe,  and  paddled  through  the  rice-plants  into  the  open 
water  of  the  river,  to  reconnoitre.  The  breadth  of  the  stream 
induced  him  to  float  down  before  the  wind,  until  he  reached  a 
point  where  he  could  again  command  a  view  of  the  hut  What 
he  there  saw,  and  what  he  next  did,  must  be  reserved  for  a 
succeeding  chapter. 
6 
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CIIAPTER  VIIL 

**  The  tf  Ifin  caftt  •  iclanco  ftniund. 

Ait  he  litrhU'il  il«>wn  fh>m  hi»  tfAamer  tottd, 
Th**!!  riMiml  hln  Im-ast  hi«  wins*  he  woond, 

An<l  rliisf  til  the  rlvcr'n  brink  he  strode; 
lie  Ai>rani;  on  a  r>K-k,  he  lnvathed  a  prajrer, 

Abuve  hi  A  heMi  hi  a  arni  he  threw. 
Then  VtMctX  a  tlnv  curve  In  air. 

Ami  hvaullimj;  |iluDge<l  in  the  water  Uae." 


Dbass. 


An  hour  had  intcn-encd  between  the  time  when  le  Bourdon 
had  romovtMl  the  canoes  of  the  PottawatUmieft,  and  the  time 
when  lie  rettinied  alone  to  tlie  northern  side  of  the  river.  In 
the  course  o\'  that  hour,  the  chief  of  the  savapss  had  time  to 
&*M*urtain  all  tlie  leading  circumstances  tliat  have  just  been  rc- 
lati'd,  and  to  collect  liis  i>cop1e  in  and  an>und  the  hut,  for  a 
p:L*<«in<;  council.  The  moment  was  one  of  action,  and  not  of 
ceremonies.  No  pipe  was  smoked,  nor  any  of  the  observances 
of  tlie  trreat  eouncils  of  the  tribe  attended  to ;  the  object  was 
nifrely  to  ^lean  facts  and  to  collect  opinions.  lu  all  the  tribes 
of  t}ii<«  part  of  Ni>rth  America,  ft«)mething  very  like  a  principle 
of  di'niocnicy  is  th«*  predtiminant  feature  of  their  politica.  It 
is  nut,  however,  that  ba*itard  democracy  which  is  coming  so 
much  in  f:i>Iiion  nnion<^  ourselves  and  which  looks  into  the 
jrutters  si>lely  for  tin?  *'  peoi>le,''  forgetting  that  the  landlord  haa 
ju**t  liA  much  right  to  protection  as  the  tenant,  the  master  aa 
the  MTvant,  the  rich  ;lh  the  poor,  the  gentleman  as  the  black- 
gu:ir<l.  The  Indians  know  better  than  all  this.  Thej  under- 
stand,  full\.  that  the  chiefs  an*  entitled  to  more  respect  thaK 
the  l«iafer>  in  their  villages,  an4l  listen  to  the  former,  while  their 
ears  are  nhut  to  the  latter.     They  appear  to  have  a 
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^Dfle,  which  teaches  them  to  avoid  equally  the  exaflfj/crations 
of  thoAe  who  believe  v\  blood,  and  of  tho^e  who  believe  in 
blaok^ardiAm.  With  them  the  doctrines  of  **  new  men"  woulil 
M>und  an  an  absurdity,  for  they  never  submit  to  chan<]^c  for 
chanfTt^^s  sake.  On  the  contrary,  while  there  is  no  positive 
hereditary  rank,  there  is  much  hereditary  consideration;  and 
we  doubt  if  a  red  man  could  be  found  in  all  America,  who  is  so 
much  of  a  simpleton  as  to  cite  among  the  qualifications  of  any 
man  for  a  situation  of  trust  and  responsibility,  tliat  he  had  never 
bi»en  tau*jht  how  to  perfonu  its  duties.  They  are  not  guilty  of 
the  contradiction  of  elevating  men  because  they  are  self-taught, 
while  they  expend  millions  on  schools.  Doubtless  they  have, 
after  a  fashion  of  their  own,  demagogues  and  Ciesars,  but  they 
are  usually  kept  within  moderate  limits ;  and  in  ran?  instaiiee<«, 
indeed,  do  either  ever  seriously  trespass  on  the  rights  of  the 
tribe.  As  human  nature  is  everywhere  the  same,  it  is  not  to 
be  supposed  that  pure  justice  prevails  even  among  savages ;  but 
one  thing  would  seem  to  be  certain,  that,  all  over  the  world, 
man  iu  his  simplest  and  wildest  state  is  more  apt  to  respect  his 
own  ordinances,  than  when  living  in  what  is  deemed  a  condition 
of  high  civilization. 

When  le  Bourdon  reached  the  point  whence  he  could  get  a 
go4Kl  view  of  the  door  of  the  hut,  which  was  still  illuminated 
by  the  fire  within,  he  cease<l  using  the  paddle  beyond  the  slight 
effort  neceaaary  to  keep  the  canoe  nearly  stationary.  He  was 
quite  within  the  range  of  a  rifle,  but  trusteil  to  the  darkness  of 
the  night  for  his  protection.  That  m'outs  were  out,  watching 
the  approaches  to  the  hut,  he  felt  siitLHticd ;  and  he  diil  not 
doubt  that  some  were  prowling  along  the  margin  of  the  Kala- 
maxoo,  either  looking  for  the  li»st  Iwats,  (»r  for  thoM  who  had 
taken  them  away.  This  made  him  cautious,  anil  he  t4»ok  giMxl 
care  not  U>  place  his  canoe  in  a  {Hisition  of  danger. 

It  was  very  apparent  that  the  savages  were  in  great  uncer 
tainty  as  to  the  number  of  their  enemies.  Hal  not  the  rific 
been  fired,  and  their  warrior  killed  and  scal|>e4l,  they  might 
have  «ip|HMed  that  their  prisoner  had  f(»und  the  means  <>f  t\\- 
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loading  his  limbs  hiinsolf,  and  thus  eiTected  his  escape ;  but 
they  know  th:it  llic  Chippewa  had  neither  gun  nor  knife,  and 
as  all  their  own  arms,  even  to  those  of  the  dead  luan,  were  tstill 
in  their  posnesion,  it  was  ele«ir  that  he  had  been  suecorcd 
from  without.  Now,  the  l\)ttawattamies  had  heard  of  both 
the  bee-hunter  and  Whiskey  Centre,  and  it  was  natural  enough 
for  them  to  ascribe  ftome  of  these  unlooked-for  feats  to  one  or 
the  other  of  these  agents.  It  is  true,  the  hut  waa  known  to 
have  l>een  built  three  or  fi»ur  yeare  earlier,  by  ao  Indian  tnuler, 
an<l  no  one  of  the  party  had  ever  aetually  seen  Gershoin  and 
his  family  in  possession  ;  but  the  conjectures  on  this  head  were 
as  near  the  fact,  as  if  the  savages  had  psissed  and  repiissed  daily. 
There  was  only  one  pi»int  on  which  these  close  calculators  of 
events  were  at  fault.  So  thoroughly  had  ever}*  thing  been  re- 
moved fn>m  the  chienU\  and  so  carefully  the  traces  of  its  recent 
iM'cupatioii  concealed,  that  no  one  among  them  suj&{>ected  that 
the  family  had  h*fl  the  pljicc  only  an  hour  before  their  own  ar- 
rival. Tlie  bee- hunter,  moreover,  was  well  assureil  that  the 
Huvages  had  not  yet  blundere<l  on  the  hiding-place  of  the  fur- 
niture. JIa<l  this  been  discovcre<l,  its  Ci>ntents  would  have 
lu'en  dragged  to  light,  and  seen  around  the  lire ;  for  there  i<« 
usually  little  solf-rostraint  among  the  red  men,  when  they  make 
a  prize  of  this  sort. 

Nevertheless,  there  was  one  point  about  which  even  those 
kei-n-seonted  children  of  the  forest  were  much  puxzicd,  and 
wU'iAi  the  bee-hunter  p«Tt*eetly  comprehended,  notwithstanding 
the  di.ntaiiee  at  which  he  was  com]K'lIed  to  ke«'p  himself.  Tlic 
o  lor  ui"  the  whiskey  w:is  so  >trong,  in  and  about  the  ckUntC^ 
that  the  Pottawattamie^^  did  not  know  what  to  make  of  it. 
That  there  should  Im*  the  remains  i»f  this  peculiar  smell— one  so 
fraifrant  anil  tempting  to  tln^e  who  are  accustomeil  to  indul^ 
in  the  li«|Uor — in  the  hut  itM'lf,  was  natund  enough;  hut  the 
>a\age^  \iere  perplexed  at  finding  it  so  strong  on  the  deciirity 
doMu  which  the  barreU  hatl  l»een  ntlled.  On  this  subject  were 
they  et»nversing,  when  le  i>ourdon  tirst  g(»t  near  enough  to  ob- 
?ene  their  proeci '.lings.     At'ter  diseushiug  the  matter  for  Home 
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time,  torches  were  lighted,  and  most  of  the  party  followed  a 
grim  old  warrior,  who  had  an  exceedingly  true  nose  for  the 
scent  of  whiskey,  and  who  led  them  to  the  very  spot  where  the 
half- barrel  had  been  first  stove  by  rolling  off  a  rock,  and  where 
it8  contents  had  been  mainly  spilled.  Here  the  earth  was  yet 
wet,  in  places,  and  the  scent  was  so  strong,  as  to  leave  no  doubt 
of  the  recent  nature  of  the  accident  which  IukI  wairted  so  much 
of  a  liquor  that  was  very  precious  in  Pottawattamie  eyes ;  for 
accident  they  thought  it  must  be,  since  no  sane  man  could  think 
of  destroying  the  liquor  intentionally. 

All  the  movements,  gestures,  and  genuflections  of  the  sav- 
ages were  plainly  seen  by  the  bee-hunter.  We  say  the  genu- 
flections, for  nearly  all  of  the  Imlians  got  on  their  knees  and 
applied  their  noses  to  the  earth,  in  order  to  scent  the  fragrance 
of  the  beloved  whiskey ;  some  out  of  curiosity,  but  more  l>e- 
cause  they  loved  even  this  tantalizing  indulgence,  when  no 
better  could  be  had.  But  le  Bourdon  was  right  in  his  con- 
jectures, that  the  matter  wa^  not  to  end  here.  Although  most 
of  tlie  Indians  scented  the  remains  of  the  whiskey  out  of  love 
for  the  liquor,  a  few  of  their  numl>er  reas<ined  on  th<:  whole 
transaction  with  quite  as  much  a/.'Utenesn  as  could  have  l>een 
done  by  the  shrewdest  natural  philos'^pher  living.  To  thern  it 
was  very  apparent  that  no  great  length  of  time,  a  few  hotir^  at 
most,  could  have  ela|Med  sin«*e  that  whUkey  was  spilNrd ;  and 
human  hands  must  have  brought  it  there,  in  the  first  pla^re,  and 
p<iured  it  on  the  ground,  in  the  second.  Tliere  must  have  In.'en 
a  strong  reason  for  such  an  act,  and  that  reason  presente<l  its<rlf 
to  their  minds  with  unerring  wcunw-'V.  Tli«.*ir  own  approa«'h 
must  have  bwn  seen,  and  the  liquor  wjis  de^troye^I  beraUM;  it 
could  not  l>e  remove<i  in  tim*;  to  prev<*iit  its  falling  into  their 
hands.  Even  the  precise  manner  in  which  the  whiskry  ha«l 
l»cen  dispose^l  of,  wa-*  pri'tty  nearly  conjectured  by  a  few  of  the 
chiefs,  acute  and  pnicti^M'd  as  they  were;  who,  accustomed  to 
this  sjK.H»ifS  of  exen-iftc  of  thfir  wiu,  ha<l  S4»nie  ^u^•h  dfxtority 
in  examining  factA  of  this  nature,  and  in  arriving  at  ju^t  re«iults, 
ua  the  men  of  the  scho<»Is  manifest  ui  the  inquiries  that  mon* 
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O'^pecially  belong  to  their  habits  ami  training.  But  their  con- 
c'hisioii't  wen*  confined  to  themselves ;  and  they  were  also  wif- 
firiontly  envelope*!  in  d«»ul»t.s  to  leave  those  who  made  them 
ready  rnough  to  receive  new  impressions  on  the  same  subject. 

All  this,  mort»over,  le  Bourdon  both  saw  and  understood;  or, 
if  not  absolutely  all,  so  much  c»f  it  as  to  let  liim  comprehend 
the  main  conclusions  of  the  savages,  as  well  as  the  process  by 
which  they  were  re.'u^hed.  To  obtain  light,  the  Indians  made 
a  fire  near  the  channed  spitt,  which  brought  themsclrcs  and 
their  movements  into  plain  view  from  the  canoe  of  the  bee- 
huntor.  Curio^ity  now  became  strongly  awakened  in  the  hitter, 
and  he  venturi»d  in  nearer  to  the  shore,  in  order  to  get  the  best 
po<*>ible  view  of  what  was  going  on.  In  a  manner,  he  waa 
solving  an  enigma  ;  and  he  experienced  the  sort  of  pleasure  we 
all  feci  at  exercising  our  wits  on  difficulties  of  that  nature.  The 
intrrcst  he  felt  rendered  the  young  man  careless  as  respected 
the  jMiMtion  of  his  canoe,  which  drifted  down  before  the  strong 
hn'cz*',  until  le  r>ounb»n  found  himself  in  the  very  edge  of  the 
wild  rii'f,  wliich  at  this  jMunt  formed  but  a  very  narrow  licit 
along  the  beat'b.  It  was  this  plant,  indeed,  that  contributed 
t>  niaki'  tht'  young  man  so  regardless  of  his  drift,  for  he  looketl 
upon  the  Im'H  of  ri<»e  jis  a  species  of  landmark  to  warn  him 
whiii  to  turn.  But,  at  no  other  s|x»t  along  that  whole  shore, 
wlnTi"  the  plant  w;is  to  Im»  found  at  all,  wjis  its  belt  so  narrow 
a*^  at  this  iniine<liately  opposite  to  the  new  fire  of  the  savages, 
and  almost  within  the  influence  of  its  rays.  To  le  Bonrdon^a 
surpri-r,  and  >oniewliat  to  his  consternation,  just  as  his  little 
eraft  touehrd  the  riee,  the  forms  of  two  stout  warriors  pasised 
along  the  lM*arh.  between  him  and  the  light,  their  feet  almost 
dippiie^  In  the  water.  So  n«'ar  were  these  two  warriors  to  him, 
that,  *»u  liM<  iiini;  intently,  he  heard  not  only  their  voices,  as 
they  eoininiHiieated  their  thoughts  to  each  other  in  low  to«ie«» 
l>nt  till*  treail  <>f  thfir  nioeeuMned  feet  on  the  ground.  Retreat, 
uiidiT  tlif  linum-^tainM's  wouhl  not  Ih»  sjife,  fi)r  it  must  have 
Iteen  niadi-  uinli-rthe  niuzzlfx  of  the  rifles;  and  but  one  resoarre 
pn*sent4*<l  it.H-lf.     \\y  gnisping  in  his  hand  two  or  three  Blalka 
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of  the  riee-pUnt,  and  holding  them  firmly,  the  drift  of  the  canoe 
was  arrested. 

After  a  momeut^s  reflection,  le  Bourdon  was  better  satisfied 
with  this  new  station  than  he  had  been  on  first  gaining  it.  To 
have  ventured  on  such  a  near  approach  to  his  enemies,  he  would 
have  regarded  as  madness ;  but  now  he  was  there,  well  conceal- 
ed among  the  rice,  he  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  observation  it 
gave  him,  and  looked  upon  the  chance  that  brought  him  there, 
as  lucky,  lie  found  a  thong  of  buckskin,  and  fastened  his  canoe  ' 
to  the  stalks  of  the  plant,  thus  anchoring  or  mooring  his  little  .. 
bark,  and  leaving  himself  at  liberty  to  move  about  in  it.  The 
rice  was  high  enongh  to  conceal  him,  even  when  erect,  and  he 
had  some  difficulty  in  finding  places  favorable  to  making  his 
observations  through  it.  When  the  bee-hunter  made  its  way 
into  the  bow  of  his  canoe,  however,  which  he  did  with  a 
moccasined  and  noiseless  foot,  he  was  startled  at  perceiving 
how  small  was  his  cover.  In  point  of  fact,  he  was  now  within 
three  feet  of  the  inner  edge  of  the  rice-plants,  which  grew 
within  ten  feet  of  the  shore,  where  the  two  warriors  already 
mentioned  were  still  standing,  in  close  communication  with  each 
other.  Their  faces  were  turned  toward  the  fire,  the  bright 
light  from  which,  at  times,  streamed  over  the  canoe  itself,  in  a 
way  to  illumine  all  it  contained.  The  first  impulse  of  le  Bour- 
don, on  ascertaining  how  closely  he  had  drifted  to  the  sh<»re, 
was  to  seize  a  paddle  and  make  ofi",  but  a  second  thought  again 
told  him  it  would  be  far  safer  to  remain  where  he  was.  Taking 
his  seat,  therefore,  on  a  bit  of  board  laid  athwart,  from  gunwale 
to  gunwale,  if  such  a  craft  can  be  said  to  have  gunwales  at  all, 
he  patiently  awaited  the  course  of  events. 

By  this  time,  all  or  nearly  all  of  the  Pottawattamies  had  col- 
lected on  this  spot,  on  the  side  of  the  hill.  The  hut  was  <le- 
aerted,  its  fire  got  to  be  low,  and  darkness  reigned  around  the 
place.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Indians  kept  piling  brush  on 
their  new  fire,  until  the  whole  of  that  hill-side,  the  stream  at  its 
foot,  and  the  ravine  through  which  the  latter  ran,  were  fairiy 
illuminated.     Of  courae,  all  within  the  influence  of  this  light 
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waA  to  be  di.Htiiictly  neen,  and  the  bee-hunter  was  soon  absorbed 
in  jrJiy.inj;  at  the  niovenicnU  of  savage  encmiei«,  under  cimum- 
Htanci's  so  peculiar. 

Till'  sava^s  rtoeiiied  to  be  entranced  by  the  singiihir,  and  to 
ino»t  of  them  unaccountable  circumstance  of  the  earth* s  giving 
forth  the  scent  of  fresh  whiskey,  in  a  place  so  retired  and  un- 
known. While  two  or  three  of  their  number  had  certain  ink- 
lings of  the  truth,  as  has  been  stated,  to  much  the  greater  por- 
tion of  their  body  it  appeariMi  to  be  a  profouml  mystorj* ;  and 
one  that,  in  s<ime  inexpliiMble  manner,  was  connected  with  the 
recent  di^^in^  up  of  the  hatchet.  Ignorance  and  superstition 
ever  go  hand  in  hand,  and  it  was  natural  that  many,  perhaps 
most  of  these  uninstnicted  beings  should  thus  consider  so  un- 
usual a  fragnuice,  on  such  a  spot.  Whiskey  h:is  unfortunately 
obtained  a  power  over  the  red  man  of  this  continent  that  it 
would  retpiire  many  Fathers  Matthew  to  suppress,  and  which 
can  only  l»e  likened  to  thiit  which  is  supposed  to  belong  to  the 
influeiK-e  <»f  witchrnift.  The  Intlian  is  quite  its  sensible  21s  the 
white  man  uf  the  mischief  that  the  *' tire- water '  produces;  but, 
like  the  «\hite  man,  he  tintU  how  hard  it  is  to  gi*t  rid  of  a  master 
pa^^ioii,  when  we  have  «»nce  submitteil  ours^'lves  to  its  sway. 
The  portion  of  thr  band  that  could  not  2K*count  for  the  fact  of 
the  •»«'ent  of  their  beloved  beverage's  being  found  in  such  a 
plart',  antl  it  w:is  all  but  three  of  their  whole  party,  were  quite 
animated  in  their  di>cusMons  on  the  subject,  and  many  and 
i'nid«»  wt-rr  the  Migufcstions  that  fell  from  their  lips.  The  two 
warriors  on  the  bt-at'h.  were  m(»re  deeply  impressed  tlian  any 
4if  tlii'ir  riiiiipHiiioiis,  with  the  notion  that  S4>me  **  medicine 
ehanir*  \%a>  r.niiir.tnl  with  this  extnionlinary  atfair. 

The  ri*a»ior  will  not  be  surprised  to  hear  that  le  Bounlon 
gaz<'>l  on  thi*  «^*i'nt'  before  him  with  the  most  pn)found  attoutioD. 
Su  ni^ir  I  lid  he  >eiMn  to  be,  aiiil  so  near  was  he,  in  fact,  ti>  the 
savaires  \*h«i  wvn*  grouped  arouinl  the  fire,  that  ho  fancied  he 
e.MiM  eomprehen«i  what  they  were  saying,  by  the  cxpressiona 
ol'  their  :jrnm  and  «iwarthy  enuiit««nanees.  His  conjectures  weie 
if  I  part  ju^t,  and  o('ea>ionalIy  the  bee- hunter  was  absolutely  ac- 
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carate  in  his  notioM  of  what  was  said.  The  frequency  with 
which  different  individuals  knelt  on  the  ground,  to  scent  an 
odor  that  is  always  so  pleasant  to  the  red  man,  wouli  of  itself 
have  given  a  clue  to  the  general  character  of  the  discourse ; 
but,  the  significant  and  expressive  gestures,  the  rapid  enuncia- 
tion, and  the  manner  in  which  the  eyes  of  the  speakers  glanced 
from  the  faces  near  themselves  to  the  spot  consecrated  by 
whiskey,  pretty  plainly  told  the  stor}\  It  was  while  thus  in- 
tently occupied  in  endeavoring  to  read  the  singular  impression 
nuMle  on  the  minds  of  most  of  those  wild  beings,  by  an  incident 
so  much  out  of  the  usual  track  of  their  experience,  that  le 
liourdon  suddenly  found  the  bow  of  his  canoe  thrusting  itself 
beyond  the  inner  margin  of  the  rice,  and  issuing  into  open 
water,  within  ten  feet  of  the  very  spot  where  the  two  nearest 
of  the  savages  were  still  conferring  together,  apart  Tlie  buck- 
skin thong  which  served  as  a  fostening  had  got  loosened,  and 
the  light  craft  was  again  drifting  down  before  the  strong  south- 
erly wind,  which  still  continued  to  blow  a  little  gale. 

Had  there  been  an  opportunity  for  such  a  thing,  the  bee- 
hunter  wouhi  have  made  an  effort  to  esi^ape.  But  so  sudden 
and  unexpecte<l  was  this  exposure,  that  he  found  himself  almost 
within  retich  of  a  rifle,  before  he  was  aware  of  his  approaching 
the  two  warriors  on  the  shore,  at  all.  His  paddle  was  in  the 
stem  of  the  canoe,  and  ha^l  he  used  the  utmost  activity,  the 
boiit  would  have  groundecl  on  the  l>eai*h,  ere  he  could  have  ob- 
taineii  it.  In  this  situation,  therefore,  he  was  absolutely  with- 
out any  other  means  than  his  hands,  of  stopping  the  canoe,  had 
there  even  been  time. 

Le  liourdon  understood  his  real  situation  without  stopping 
to  reflect ;  and,  though  his  heart  made  one  violent  leap  as  soon 
as  he  perceived  he  was  out  of  cover,  he  imme<liately  l>et bought 
him  of  the  course  he  ought  to  pursue.  It  would  have  been 
fatal  to  l»etray  alarm,  or  to  attempt  flight.  As  accident  had 
thus  brought  him,  as  it  might  be  on  a  visit,  to  the  spot,  he  at 
once  determined  to  give  his  arrival  the  chanwler  of  a  friend U 
call,  and  the  better  to  support  the  pretension,  to  blond  with  it, 
0* 
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if  possible,  a  little  of  the  oracular,  or  "  medicine"  manner,  in 
or«lor  to  impost'  on  the  iina^iuations  of  the  superstitioas  beings 
into  whoso  power  he  had  so  unwittingly  fallen. 

The  iii>tant  the  canoe  touched  the  8hore,  and  it  was  onlj  a 
moment  after  it  broke  through  the  cover,  le  Bourdon  aroMf 
and  extending  his  hand  to  the  nearest  Indian,  saluted  him  with 
the  mongrel  term  <»f  '*Sago.''  A  slight  exclamation  from  thi* 
warrior  communicated  to  his  companion  an  arrival  that  wa« 
quite  as  much  a  matter  of  surprise  to  the  Indians  as  to  their 
guest,  and  through  this  secon<l  warrior,  to  the  wliole  party  on 
the  hill-side.  A  little  clamor  succeeded,  and  presently  the  bee- 
hunter  was  surrounded  with  salvages. 

The  meeting  was  marked  by  the  self-command  and  dignified 
quiet  that  are  k>  apt  to  distinguish  the  deportment  of  Imlian 
warrior^,  when  they  are  on  the  war-path,  and  ahve  to  the 
duties  of  manhoo<l.  The  bee-hunter  shook  hands  with  several, 
who  received  hi**  salutations  with  perfect  calmness,  if  not  with 
absolute  coiitideiice  and  amity.  This  little  ceremony  gave  our 
hero  an  opp.irt unity  to  obs4'r\e  the  swarthy  countenances  by 
which  he  was  surrounded,  most  «»f  which  were  fierce  in  their 
paint,  a<  wt-il  as  to  reflect  a  little  on  his  own  course.  By  a 
fortunate  iii'^piration  he  n«»w  <letcrmined  to  assume  the  character 
of  a  **  medi«-iiie  man,"  and  t«»  connect  his  prophecies  and  jug- 
gleries witli  this  lucky  ac«idenl  of  the  whiskey.  Acconiingly, 
he  in(|uired  if  any  (»ne  sp<»ke  Knglish,  not  wishing  to  trust  his 
explanati.>n>  to  his  own  impertVrt  knowledge  of  the  Ojebway 
tongue,  uhieh  is  spoken  by  all  the  numenms  trilN's  of  that 
widely-extended  nation.  Several  could  render  themselves  in- 
telligible in  Knglish,  and  one  was  S4>  expert  as  to  render  com> 
muiiieation  \%itli  him  easy,  if  not  very  agreeable.  As  the  savagCA, 
ho\%4'ver,  MM>n  insisted  on  examining  the  can4>e,  and  taking  m 
loi»k  at  its  <-«intent'»,  pre\iously  to  listening  to  their  visitor's  es- 
planaiiou'^,  le  H>>urd<>n  wa*i  fain  to  submit,  and  to  let  the  youn|^ 
men  satisfy  their  euriusity. 

The  bee-hunter  had  come  on  his  hazardous  ex[K*dition  in  his 
own  canoe.      Previously  to   quitting  the  s«uith  shore,  however. 
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lie  Ikftd  ligtiteaed  the  Httle  craft,  by  Ian  dbg  every  thin^  tliat 
wAB  Dot  osdeiitial  to  his  preBent  purpose*.  As  riaarly  lijilf  of  hh 
eHfoeU  were  in  the  canoe  of  Wliiakey  Centre,  the  Uisk  w»w  %oim 
perfonueU,  and  lucky  it  was  for  our  hero  that  he  had  ljethou|jpht 
him  of  the  prudence  of  the  measure,  ilia  eole  objt^ct  hud  Ulh'H 
to  render  the  eanoe  awjflter  and  Ughter,  in  the  event  of  a  chase  \  Jf 
biit^  as  things  turned  out,  he  sared  no  small  portioii  of  his  prop- 
erty  by  u^ing  the  precaution-  The  Indiana  found  nothing  iu 
the  cauoc,  but  one  riHe,  with  a  horn  and  poucli,  a  few  light 
articles  belonging  to  the  bee-hunter's  domestic  economy,  and 
which  he  had  not  thought  it  necessary  to  remove,  aud  the 
paddles.  Ail  the  honcy^  and  the  skins,  and  stores,  anil  spare 
powder,  and  lead,  and,  in  short,  every  thing  el^e  that  belonged  i 
io  le  Bonrdon  was  Btill  »afo  on  the  other  iide  of  the  river.  The 
grt?att?st  advantage  gained  by  tho  P^iltavvatkimics  was  in  the 
possession  of  the  canoe  itself,  by  means  of  which  they  would 
now  be  enabled  to  cross  the  Kalamazoo,  or  make  any  other 
similar  expedition,  by  water. 

But,  as  yet,  not  a  sign  of  hostility  was  betrayed  by  either 
party.  The  bee-hmiter  seemed  to  pay  no  attention  to  his  rifle 
and  ammunition,  or  even  to  his  canoe,  while  the  savages,  after 
having  warily  examined  the  last,  together  with  its  contents,  re- 
turned to  their  visitor,  to  re-examine  him,  with  a  curiosity  as 
lively  as  it  was  full  of  distrust.  At  this  stage  in  the  proceed- 
ing, something  like  a  connected  and  intelligible  conversation 
commenced  between  the  chief  who  spoke  English,  and  who 
was  known  in  most  of  the  north-western  garrisons  of  the  Amer- 
icans, by  the  name  of  Thundercloud,  or  Cloud,  by  way  of  ab- 
breviation, on  account  of  his  sinister  looks,  though  the  man 
actually  sustained  a  tolerably  fair  reputation  for  one  of  those 
who,  having  been  wronged,  was  so  certain  to  be  calumniat- 
ed. No  man  was  ever  yet  injured,  that  he  has  not  been  slan- 
dered. 

**  Who  kill  and  scalp  my  young  man  ?"  asked  Cloud,  a  little 
abruptly. 

''Has   my  brother  lost  a  warrior?"    was  the  calm   reply. 
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'^  VcA,  1  80C  that  he  has.  A  mcdicinc-inan  can  sec  that,  thoufi^h 
it  is  dark." 

**  Wlio  kill  liiin,  if  ran  we  ? — who  soalp  him,  t«>o?" 

**  An  enemy  did  lM»th,"  ans\verc<l  le  liourdon,  orac^ularir. 
**Ves;  *twas  an  enemy  tliat  killed  him;  and  an  enemy  that 
to<)k  his  scalp.'* 

**  Why  <lo  it,  eh  ?  Why  come  here  to  take  Pottawattamie 
Bcalp,  when  no  war-path  i>pen,  eh  ?'* 

*'  Pottawatttimie,  the  tmth  must  always  l»c  Miid  to  a  medicine- 
man. There  is  no  use  in  tryinjj  to  hide  trutli  from  him,  Tlierc 
tx  a  war-pat li  (»pen  ;  anil  a  h>n^  and  a  tangletl  path  it  id^  My 
(ircat  Father  at  Washinr;ton  has  du^  up  the  hatrhet  A|;aiiisl 
my  <ireat  Father  at  Quebec.  KnemieA  always  t^ike  HcaljMi  when 
they  ran  iret  them." 

**I>at  true — *lat  ri<:lit,  tiK> — nohody  (in^mhlc  at  dat — l»ut 
who  riH'fny  .'  pale-face  or  redskin  f 

**  Tills  time  it  wjw  a  redskin — a  (vliippewa^»ne  of  your  own 
nation,  thouj;h  not  of  your  own  trihe.  A  warrior  called  I'ijri'on*- 
winLT,  whom  you  had  in  thonirs,  intending;:  to  torture  him  in  the 
mornini:.  11<>  cut  his  thongs,  and  shot  y(»ur  young  man — after 
whii'h  hi*  tiMik  his  >calp.** 

''lltiM  know  dat.'**  <lemandfd  the  Cloud,  a  little  fiercely. 
**  You  *lonir,  and  hrlj*  kill  Tottawattaniie,  eh  C 

'*  I  know  it,"  ans\uTi'd  le  JUairdon,  coolly,  '*  Kvausc  med- 
iriiK-iiirn  know  mo>t  of  what  happens.  Do  not  bi' so  hii»ty, 
rhirl",  f.if  tiji>  i-*  a  n  mm  lit  in*'  >pot — whiskey  //roi/»«  hcrt*." 

A  roninit»n  exclamation  e>caped  all  of  the  red  men,  who  com- 
pri'liriidiMl  the  char,  <ii<>tinct,  and  oracular-like  langunp*  and 
manner  of  the  iMi'lmntcr.  lie  inten<ied  to  make  an  hnprest^iuu 
on  hi-i  liMriH-rs,  and  he  Micceedi-d  admirably  ;  perhaps  an  muck 
by  nican.<«  of  manner  :is  of  matter.  As  hiL**  U'imi  Siiid,  all  who 
unilep»to4iii  hi*.  w»»nU  —Mime  fnur  or  tiv«'  of  the  party — gruntvd 
f.ntli  tbeir  Mirpri>e  at  thi-*  e\i<bMicr  »il' their  quest's a<*quaintancc 
yk\\\\  the  s4-i-ret>  of  the  place,  in  which  they  were  joined  by  Uie 
reot  of  their  ciMnpanionN  a^  soon  a^  the  won  Is  of  the  |iale-(«Ge 
ha«l  been  tran>Iateil.    Kveii  the  experienced  and  wary  uld  chio&ig 
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who  had  more  than  half  conjectured  the  truth,  in  connection 
with  thin  myHtorious  odor  of  whii»key,  were  much  unsettled  in 
tlieir  opinions  concerning  the  wonder,  and  got  to  be  in  that 
condition  of  mind  when  a  man  does  not  know  what  to  think 
of  any  particular  event.      The  bee-hunter,  quick-witted,  and   ^ 
mana^ng  for  his  life,  was  not  slow  to  perceive  the  advantage    I 
he  had  gained,  and  he  proceeded  at  once  to  clinch  the  nail  he  ; 
hatl  so  skilfully  driven.     Turning  from  Cloud  to  the  head-chief 
of  the  i>arty,  a  warrior  whom  he  had  no  difficulty  in  recogni- 
zing, after  having  so  long  watched  his  movements  in  the  earlier 
fNirt  of  the  niglit,  he  pushed  the  same  subject  a  little  further. 

**  Yes ;  this  place  is  called  by  the  whites  AVhiskey  Centre," 
he  added — *'  which  means  that  it  is  the  centre  of  all  the  whiskey 
of  the  country  round  about" 

"  I>at  true,"  said  Cloud,  quickly — **  I  hear  so'ger  at  Fort 
]Varl>om  call  him  Whiskey  Centre!" 

This  little  circumstance  greatly  complicated  the  myster}-, 
and  le  Bourdon  perceived  that  he  had  hit  on  a  lucky  expla- 
nation. 

"Soldiers  far  and  near — soldiers  drunk  or  sober — soldiers 
with  scalps,  and  soldier*  without  scalps — all  know  the  place  by 
that  name.  But  you  nee<l  not  believe  with  your  eyes  shut 
and  noses  stt>pped,  chief,  since  you  have  the  means  of  learning 
for  yourselves  the  truth  of  what  I  tell  you.  Come  with  ine, 
and  I  will  tell  you  where  to  dig  in  the  moniing  for  a  whi>ikey 
spring.*' 

This  c<»nimunication  excite<l  a  tremendous  feeling  among  the 
savages,  when  its  purport  rame  to  be  explaiiKMl  to  the  whole 
party.  Apart  from  the  extranrdinar}*,  minieulous  nature  of 
mirh  a  spring,  which  in  itself  was  sufficient  to  keep  alive  ex- 
pectation and  gratify  curi«>sity,  it  was  so  comfortable  to  have 
an  inexhaustible  supply  of  the  liquor  running  out  of  the  U^wels 
of  the  earth,  that  it  is  no  W4>nder  the  news  spremi  infinite  de- 
light among  the  listeners.  Kvon  the  two  or  tlin»e  of  the  chiefs 
who  hail  so  shrewdly  divine«l  the  manner  in  which  the  liquor 
had  been  spilled,  were  staggered  by  the  solemnity  and  steatli- 
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iirs5  of  tlio  Itee-huntor's  innnner,  and  perhaps  a  littlo  carried 
away  l>y  sympatliy  willi  t!n»si*  around  them.  This  yii'ldinj»  of 
the  human  niin.I  to  the  inthu'iice  of  nuniborSf  is  m»  cmnmtMi  an 
ooiMirrcm*o  as  M.-ancly  to  retpiire  exjilanation,  and  ir*  the  84iuroe 
«»f  hah'  the  rvils  that  popular  associations  inflict  on  theniselvcit. 
It  i>«  not  that  men  capahh^  of  xM-my  the  truth  are  ever  wantin^r; 
but  mm  <'apaMc  of  maiutainhuj  it,  in  the  face  of  claint>r  and 
ctdh'cted  power. 

It  will  ho  readily  conceived  that  a  medicine-man  who  ia 
sujiposeil  to  poss4'<«<  the  means  «»f  discovering  a  spring  that 
s|ji»uld  overtlow  with  pure  whiskey,  would  not  l»e  left  without 
uriX'-nt  «Iemands  f«»r  a  speetly  exercise  of  this  art.  This  wjls 
now  the  cas(>  with  le  Bourdon,  who  was  called  on  from  all  sides 
to  point  out  the  prerise  sjiot  where  the  younj^  men  were  to 
connnrm'e  diufijin;;  in  ordrr  to  »>pen  on  the  tre:ihure.  Our  her«» 
knew  that  hi?^  oidy  hope  of  es<*apc  was  connected  with  his 
stradilx  maintaining  his  a-^Mimed  <haracter ;  4>r,  of  maintaining; 
tlii^  a^^^umed  «hara«ter,  with  his  ^oin^  on.  at  once,  to  do  sonK»- 
tliin^  that  mi:;ht  have  the  eth-.-t,  temporarily  at  least,  of  s;iti<^ 
f\  iiiLT  thr  inipati4n««'  of  hi?*  now  attentive  listeners.  Accordinjjly, 
whi'M  tiif  tli'inau'l  w;is  made  on  him  to  ^ive  some  evidenee  i*( 
hi-*  powrr.  In*  >rt  about  the  tji*k,  not  only  with  composure,  but 
with  a  lT 1  d«-al  of  inirenuity. 

Lt>  r>niir«lMii.  it  Mill  be  remembered,  had,  with  his  own  hjuiiln, 
T'lli'd  tin*  tw..  barnU  «'f  \\hi'ik«*y  di»wn  the  deelivily.  Feelinj* 
tin-  L^r.at  innnirtanro  of  elfeetually  destroying;  them,  he  had 
wat'-hr-l  their  <If>4-ent,  fn>m  the  top  tt»  the  bottom  of  the  hill, 
au'l  till-  tirial  di>appi-arance  of  the  >taves,  iSl'c,  iu  the  torrent 
wlii-li  lirawli-il  at  it>  fo.>t.  It  had  so  hapftened  that  the  half- 
tille  1  •-:i«k  bp>k«-  arhl  let  out  it*%  liipior,  at  a  |Munt  much  more 
I.  !ii..t.-  tr-'io  the  stream,  than  the  tilled.  The  latter  had  Lebl 
t«»:^'.'tlii  r  until  it  went  «»v.r  the  low  roeky  pr^'cipice,  aln*ady 
ni'iili'-u-.l.  an  1  wa-*  M«»\e  at  it'*  ba^*,  within  two  yanls  of  the 
t.-rriiit,  uhi -h  r -eiive.l  all  it'*  frairments  and  swept  them  away, 
in-lu  liiii;  m  >-t  ot'  the  liijnor  it^^elf;  but  not  until  the  laut  luui 
Ik  en  '^pilieil.      Now,  th Iohmh  hpot  whieh  had  attraetcd  tlio 
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nofles  of  the  safa^^oA,  and  near  which  they  had  bnilt  their  fire, 
was  that  where  the  smallest  qaantitj  of  the  whiskey  had  fallen. 
Le  Bourdon  reasoned  on  these  circumstances  in  this  wise : — if 
half  a  barrel  of  the  liquor  can  produce  so  strong  a  scent,  a  barrel  • 
filled  ought  to  produce  one  still  stronger ;  and  I  will  manifest  my  ,v^c^ 
medicine-character,  by  disregarding  for  the  present  moment  the 
spot  on  the  hill-side,  and  proceed  at  once  to  that  at  the  foot  of 
the  rocks.  To  this  latter  point,  therefore,  did  he  direct  all  the 
ceremony,  as  well  aA  his  own  footsteps,  when  he  yielded  to  the 
solicitations  of  the  Pottawattamies,  and  undertook  to  point  out 
the  position  of  the  whiskey  spring. 

The  bee-hunter  understood  the  Indian  character  too  well  to 
for^t  to  embellish  his  work  with  a  proper  amount  of  jugglery 
and  acting.  Luckily,  he  had  left  in  the  canoe  a  sort  of  frock 
of  mottled  colors  that  he  had  made  himself,  to  wear  in  the 
woods  in  the  autumn  as  a  hunting-dress,  under  the  notion  that 
such  a  covering  would  conceal  his  approach  from  his  game,  by 
blending  it*  hues  with  those  of  the  autumn  leaf.  This  dress 
he  now  assumed,  extorting  a  good  deal  of  half-suppresnod  ad- 
miration from  the  younger  warriors,  by  the  gay  appearance  ho 
made.  Tlien  he  drew  out  his  spy-glass  to  its  greatest  length, 
making  various  mysterious  signs  and  gestures  as  he  did  so. 
This  glans  proved  to  be  a  great  auxiliary,  and  possibly  alone 
kept  the  tloubters  in  awe.  Le  Bounlon  saw  at  <»noe  thai  it 
was  entirely  new,  even  to  the  oldest  chief,  and  he  felt  how  mueh 
it  might  be  made  to  assist  him.  Beckoning  to  Cloud,  and  ml- 
jasting  the  f«>cus,  he  directed  the  small  end  of  his  glass  to  the 
lire,  and  placed  the  brge  end  to  that  Indian's  eye.  A  military 
savage,  who  loved  the  went  of  whiskey  too  much  to  tear  him- 
self away  from  the  spot,  was  lingering  within  the  influence  of 
the  rays,  and  of  course  was  seen  by  the  chief,  with  his  {H*rson 
diminished  to  that  of  a  dwarf,  and  his  fonn  thrown  to  a  seeming 
distance. 

An  elryquent  exclamation  followed  this  exhibition  of  the  med- 
icine-man*s  |>ower ;  and  each  of  the  chiefs,  and  m*>st  of  the 
other  warriors,  were  gratified  with  U>oks  through  the  glass. 
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**Wliat  dat  mean?"  demanded  Cloud,  earnestly.  "Sec 
Wolfoyc  well  *nough — why  he  so  little  ? — why  lie  so  far 
off,  hvV 

**  That  is  to  show  you  what  a  medicine-man  of  the  pale-Cficea 
can  do,  when  he  is  so  minded.  That  Indian  is  named  Wolfo- 
eye,  and  he  loves  whiskey  too  welL  That  I  know,  aa  well  as 
I  know  his  name." 

Each  of  these  exhibitions  of  intelligence  extorted  exchunations 
of  w<»ndcr.  It  is  tnie,  that  one  or  two  of  the  higher  chiefs  un- 
derstood that  the  name  might  possibly  have  been  obtained 
from  Cloud ;  but  how  was  the  medicine-man  to  know  tliat 
AVolfscye  was  a  drunkard  ?  Tliis  last  hwl  not  been  saitl  in 
terms ;  but  enough  had  been  said,  to  lot  those  who  were  aware 
of  the  propensity  foci  that  more  was  meant  than  had  been  ex- 
pressiMl.  Bi'f*>re  there  wils  time,  however,  to  deliberate  on,  or 
to  dis^'rt  this  specimen  of  mysterious  knowledge,  le  Roardon 
revers«'«l  the  gla-^s,  au<l  applied  the  small  en«l  to  the  eye  of 
Cloud,  after  having  given  it  its  former  direction.  The  Indian 
fairly  ycllrd,  partly  with  dread,  and  partly  with  delight,  when 
he  siiw  Wolf^t-ye,  large  hs  life,  brought  so  near  himself  that  ho 
fancied  he  might  be  touched  with  his  own  hand. 

**  What  dat  mean  f*  exclaimed  Cloud,  as  soon  as  surprise 
and  awe  enabled  him  to  find  his  voice.  *'  Fuss  he  little,  den  he 
big — fuss  ho  great  way,  <lon  ho  c\om*  by — what  dat  mean,  eh  !" 

*'  It  means  that  I  am  a  me4lieino-man,  and  this  is  a  meilieine- 
glass,  and  that  I  can  si'o  with  it  into  the  earth,  deeper  than 
the  \\ells,  or  higher  than  the  mountains  I" 

Th«'se  wordN  were  tmnslatod,  and  explained  to  all  three. 
They  extorted  many  ejaculations  of  wonder,  and  tlivers  g^nta 
of  ailniiration  and  contentment.  Cloud  conferred  a  moment 
with  the  two  principal  chiefs;  then  he  tunied  eagerly  to  the 
In'o-hunter,  siiying — 

*'  All  good,  but  want  to  hoar  more — want  to  Tarn  more- 
want  to  iftv  more.'* 

**Nanie  your  wants  freely,  Pottawattamie,"  answered  lo 
l>our«lon,  with  dignity,  *'they  shall  l>e  satistie<i.** 
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•*  Want  to  see — want  to  (<uie  whiskey  spring — see  won't 
do — want  to  taste/*  ^ 

**  Good — you  shall  smell  first ;  then  you  shall  see  ;  after  that 
you  shall  taste.  Give  me  room,  and  be  silent ;  a  great  medicine 
is  near/' 

Thus  delivering  himself^  le  Bourdon  proceeded  with  his  nec- 
romancy. 
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CUAITER  IX. 

**  He  turned  bim  roaiMl,  and  fle<l  uiuln 
With  hurr>'  and  (U»h  to  thf  beach  aicaln ; 
H«-  twl»t«-<i  ovtT  fhun  ulilc  Ut  sld*, 
AjmI  laid  hi»  chtH-k  to  the  cloaviDK  tide; 
Tbtf  »tn>ki'»  of  hi»  plun^rini;  amis  arc  fleet. 
And  with  all  his  micht  he  tlintr»  bis  feet. 
But  the  watt'r-»prite9  an>  mund  him  atlll. 
To  cruM  his  fiatb  and  work  bin)  ill/* 

Toe  Ci-LrKfT  Fat. 

The  first  »tep  in  the  conjuration  of  the  bee-hunter  waa,  to 
pro<hi(»o  an  impression  on  the  minds  of  his  untutore^l  oWr^'eii, 
by  resorting  to  a  proper  amount  of  mummery  aud  mystical 
acti<>n.  Tliis  he  was  enabled  to  do  with  ftome  effect,  in  coiwe- 
<juen«-e  «»f  havinjx  pnwrtijHMl  as  a  la<l,  in  ftimilar  mimicry,  by  way 
of  pa>tiii)r.  The  Germans,  ami  the  dencendantA  of  GoniiaiM  in 
Ain<Ti<-a,  are  n<>t  of  a  wry  high  class,  as  respects  education, 
takfii  a-*  a  body,  an<l  they  retain  many  of  the  most  inveterate 
of  x\w  '•upcrstitions  of  their  Teutonic  ancestors.  Althoaiifh 
the  l>ec-huiiter  hiins«'lf  was  of  purely  English  descent,  ho  came 
fn>!ii  a  statt*  that  was  in  part  people*!  by  tliese  Germans  and 
their  dt'MM'n«lants;  and,  by  intercourse  with  them,  he  had  ac- 
<juirc«!  a  <'«'rtain  knowledge  of  their  notions  on  the  subject  of 
iiecn»mancy.  that  he  now  foun<l  was  of  use.  So  far  as  g^vity 
of  mien,  s»»l«'nin  grimaces,  and  unintelligible  muttcrings  were 
enn<'rrned,  lt>  Hourdon  played  his  part  to  mhniration ;  and  by 
the  time  he  had  h'd  t)ie  party  half  the  distance  he  intended  to 
go.  iMir  neeronianeer,  or  **  medicine-man,"  had  complete  poa- 
se'«««i<in  nf  the  iniai;ination<i  (»f  all  the  savages,  the  two  or  three 
ehiefs  already  nn-Mtiniiod  alone  excepted.  At  this  stagt»  of  the 
|>r«>ce«'<lings  oi-eurred  a  little  incident,  which  goes  to  prove  the 
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<li''p'>»ttion  of  the  common  mind  to  contribute  in  deceiving 
itMolf,  and  which  was  of  considerable  assistance  to  le  Bourdon, 
in  maintaining  his  assumed  character. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  place  where  the  Indians  had 
found  their  strongest  scent  was  on  the  hill-side,  or  at  the  spot 
where  the  half-filled  barrel  had  let  out  most  of  its  contents. 
Near  this  spot  their  new  fire  was  still  brightly  blazing,  and 
there  Wolfseye  remained,  regaling  one  of  bin  senses,  at  least, 
with  an  o<lor  that  he  found  so  agreeable.  But  the  bee-hunter 
knew  that  he  should  greatly  increase  the  wonder  of  the  savages 
by  leading  them  to  a  new  scent-spot,  one  to  which  there  was 
no  visible  clue,  and  where  the  odor  was  probably  much  stronger 
than  on  the  hill-side.  Accordingly  he  did  not  approach  the 
fire,  but  kept  around  the  base  of  the  hill,  just  enough  within 
the  influence  of  the  light  to  pick  his  way  rea<lily,  and  yet  so 
distant  from  it,  as  to  render  his  countenance  indistinct  and 
mysterious.  No  sooner,  however,  had  he  got  abreast  of  the 
Hcent-spot  known  to  the  savages,  than  the  crowtl  eiuleavorcd  to 
lead  him  toward  it,  by  gestures  and  hints  and,  finally,  by 
direct  intimations  that  he  was  g«>ing  astray.  All  this  our 
**  me«licine-man*^  disregarde<l ;  he  held  his  way  steadily  and 
st>lemnly  toward  that  place  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  where  he 
knew  that  the  tille<l  barrel  ha<i  let  out  ita  contents,  and  where 
be,  n'asonably  enough,  ex|»ecteil  to  find  sufficient  traces  of  the 
whiskey  to  answer  his  purposea  At  first,  this  pertinacity  pro- 
vuke^l  the  crowd,  which  believed  he  was  going  wrong ;  but  a 
few  words  from  Crowsfeather,  the  principal  chief,  caused  the 
commotion  to  cease.  In  a  few  more  minutes  le  Bourdon 
stoppe<l,  near  the  place  of  his  doitination.  As  a  fresh  scent  of 
whiskey  waa  very  perceptible  hens  a  munnur  of  ailniimtion, 
iH»t  unmixed  with  delight,  passcvl  among  the  attendants ! 

"Now,  let  the  young  men  build  a  fire  for  me,''  said  the  bee- 
hunter,  solemnly — **  not  such  a  fire  as  that  which  is  buniing  on 
tlio  hilU  but  a  medicine-fire.  I  smell  the  whiskey  spring,  and 
want  a  medicine-light  to  see  it" 

.V  doxen  young  men  began  to  collect  the  brush  :  in  a  minute 
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a  pile  of  some  size  had  been  accumulated  on  a  flat  rock,  within 
twenty  foot  of  the  spot  where  le  Bourdon  knew  that  the  cai«k 
had  been  diushed  to  pieces.  When  he  thought  the  pile  suffi- 
ciently large,  he  told  Crowsfeather  that  it  might  be  lighted  by 
bringing  a  brand  from  the  other  Are. 

**This  will  not  l>e  a  medicine-light,  for  that  can  come  odIj 
from  *  medicine-matches,"''  he  a<ldcd  ;  ''but  I  want  a  fire  to 
see  the  shape  uf  the  ground.  Put  in  the  brand,  brothers;  lei 
us  have  a  flame.'' 

The  ilcbire  of  the  bee-hunter  was  gratified,  and  the  whole  of 
the  biise  of  the  hill  around  the  spot  where  the  filled  cask  had 
broken,  was  illuminated. 

'*  Now,  let  all  the  Pottawattamics  stand  back,^'  added  le 
Bourdon,  earnestly.  '*  It  might  cost  a  warrior  his  life  to  come 
f(»rward  too  soon — or,  if  not  his  life,  it  might  give  m  rheumatism 
that  can  never  be  cured,  which  is  worse.  When  it  is  time  for 
my  rvd  brothers  to  advance,  they  will  be  called." 

As  the  bee-hunter  accompanied  this  announcement  by  suit- 
able gotures,  he  succeede<i  in  ranging  all  of  the  silent,  but 
excited  siivages  on  three  sides  of  his  fire,  leaving  that  next  his 
mysterioa'<  s]»ring  to  himself,  alone.  When  all  was  arranged, 
le  liourdon  moved  slowly,  but  unaccom)»anied,  to  the  precise 
sp<»t  where  the  cask  had  broken.  Here  ho  found  the  odor  of 
the  wlii>key  so  strong,  an  to  convince  him  that  some  of  the 
liipior  mu>t  yet  remain.  On  examining  more  closely,  he  ascer- 
tained that  several  shallow  cavities  of  the  flat  rock,  on  which 
the  c:isk  \iin\  been  dashed,  still  contained  a  good  deal  of  Um 
li<pior ;  ent>ugh  to  prove  of  great  assistance  to  his  medicine 
char:icter. 

All  this  while  the  bee-hunter  kept  one  portion  of  his  fiicoltiea 
on  the  alert,  in  order  to  effect  his  escape.  That  he  might  de- 
ceive for  a  time,  aided  as  he  wjis  by  s«>  many  favorable  circam- 
htances,  he  ilid  not  doubt :  but  he  <lreaded  the  morning  and 
the  n"«ults  of  a  night  of  reflection  and  rest.  Crowsfeather,  in 
particular,  troubleil  him  ;  and  he  foresaw  tliat  his  fate  would  ba 
terrible,  tliil  the  savaires  ume  get  an  inkling  of  the  daoeption 
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he  WM  practicing.  As  he  stood  there,  bending  over  the  little 
pools  of  whiskey,  he  glanced  his  eyes  toward  the  gloom  which 
|M?rvaded  the  northern  side  of  the  hill,  and  calculated  the 
chances  of  escape  by  trosting  to  his  speed.  All  of  the  Potta- 
wattamies  were  on  the  opposite  side,  and  there  was  a  thicket 
favorably  place<l  for  a  cover,  so  near  that  the  rifle  would  scarce 
have  time  to  perform  it8  fatal  office,  ere  he  might  hope  to  bury 
himself  within  its  leaves.  So  tempting  did  the  occasion  appear, 
that^  for  a  single  instant,  le  Bourdon  forgot  his  caution,  and  his 
mummeries,  and  had  actually  advanced  a  step  or  two,  in  the 
direction  toward  which  he  contemplated  flight,  when,  on  glan- 
cing an  unea*<y  look  behind  him,  he  perceive*!  Crowsfeather 
and  his  two  intimate  counsellors  stealthily  pre|)aring  their  rifle:s 
as  if  they  distrusted  his  intentions.  Tliis  at  once  induced  a 
I'liange  of  plan,  and  brought  the  bee-hunter  back  to  a  sense  of 
his  critical  position,  and  of  the  indispensable  necessity  of  cau- 
tion, to  a  man  in  his  situation. 

Ix»  Rimrdon  now  seemingly  gave  all  his  attention  to  the 
r«M*ks  where  he  stood,  and  out  of  which  the  much-coveted 
Hfjunr  was  exi)ected  to  flow;  though  his  thoughts  were  still 
busily  employed  in  considering  the  means  of  escape,  the  whole 
time.  While  stooping  over  the  different  pools,  an<l  laying  his 
plans  for  continuing  his  medicine-channs,  the  bet^hunter  saw 
how  near  he  had  been  to  committing  a  great  mistake.  It  was 
almoHt  as  indispensable  to  carry  oflf  the  canoe,  a**  it  was  to 
carr}'  oflf  himself;  since,  with  the  canoe,  not  only  would  all  his 
own  property,  but  pretty  Marger}*,  and  <ier*hom  and  his  wife, 
l»e  at  the  mercy  of  the  Pottawattamies ;  whereas,  by  scM»uring 
the  boat,  the  wide  Ka1amazi>o  would  scn-e  as  a  nearly  impas- 
sable l»arrier,  until  time  was  given  to  the  whites  to  escape.  His 
wh<»le  plan  was  changed  by  this  suggi'stiun,  and  he  no  longt»r 
thought  of  the  thicket  and  of  flight  inland.  At  the  same  time 
that  the  bee-hunter  was  laying  up  in  his  mind  i<le:is  !h>  import- 
ant to  his  future  movements  he  did  not  neglect  the  iieeess:ir}' 
examination  of  the  means  that  might  l>e  required  to  extend 
and  prolong  his  influence  over  the  minds  of  the  su|»erstitious 
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rliil.lroii  of  the  tor<.»st  on  whom  ho  wa-*  n^quired  to  practise  hin 
arts.  1 1  in  th(  Mights  n^vertod  to  the  eaiKK?,  and  he  conc(K;te«l  a 
phin  l>y  wliirh  he  helievcd  it  possible  to  get  pomcfwion  of  bin 
little  cnift  a«;ain.  Once  on  board  it>,  by  one  vigorous  shove  he 
fancied  he  ini^ht  push  it  within  the  cover  of  the  rice-plants« 
where  he  would  be  in  n^asonaltlo  safety  against  the  buUeUi  of 
the  Biivages.  Could  he  only  get  the  canoe  on  the  outer  side  of 
the  narrow  belt  of  the  plant,  he  shouhl  deem  himself  safe  9 

lliivin^  arranirtM]  his  course  in  his  own  mind,  le  lV>urdon 
now  be<*kone<l  to  Crowsfeather  to  dniw  near,  at  the  same  time 
invitiiii;  the  whole  party  to  approach  within  a  few  feet  of  the 
spi>t  wlK*re  he  himself  stoinl.  The  bee-hunter  had  brought 
with  hiin  from  the  boat,  a  fragment  (»f  the  larger  end  of  m  cmno 
fishing-r«»d,  which  he  used  as  a  sort  of  wamL  Its  size  was  re- 
sprftable.  and  its  len<rtli  about  eight  feet  With  this  wand  he 
|M>intci]  out  the  ditVcrent  «ibj('cts  he  named,  and  it  answered  the 
v(*ry  important  purpose  of  enabling  hhn  to  make  certain  small 
chan^rc^  in  thv  formation  <»f  the  grountl,  that  were  of  the  gn*at- 
est  MTvice  to  him,  without  pennitting  curious  eyes  to  come  so 
near  us  to  dftiMTt  his  artifices^ 

**  N4IW  opfu  y«»ur  ears,  Cn»wsfeather;  and  yon,  Cloud;  and 
all  of  you,  youni;  braves/*  commenced  the  bee-hunter,  solemnly, 
and  with  a  stcailiness  that  wit<«  admirsible ;  ^*yes,  open  wide 
your  ears.  The  <  treat  Spirit  has  given  the  red  man  a  noao 
that  he  tnit;lit  smell  — d<H's  the  Cloud  smell  more  than  common  y'* 

**S:irtain — «»inell  whiskey — this  Whiskey  Centre  dey  say — 
nat*nil  dat  mh-Ii  smell  bi*  here." 

*'l>o  all  the  I'hii'fs  nn*\  warriors  of  the  Pottawattamics  who 
are  pri'*^«*nt,  also  >nii'll  the  sjime .'" 

'•S'poMJ  s<» — why  he  diMi't,  ch  ?  <iot  nose — can  smell  whi^ 
ki*y  irood  way,  tell  you." 

**  It  is  riirlit  they  *«houIii  smell  the  li<|Uor  here,  for  out  ot 
thi-«  roi'k  a  whitk^y  <>pnu<^  will  so<»n  l>e£^in  to  run.  It  will  be- 
gin with  a  \er)'  stuall  Mn'am,  but  si>on  will  there  l»e  enough  to 
Miti*>fy  I'VfTyboiIy.  The  <fri*at  Manitou  knows  that  his  red 
zhillren  are  'Iry  ;  he  han  M*rit  a  *  melicine-man*  of  the  pale-fiMea 
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to  find  m  spring  for  them.  Now,  look  at  this  piece  of  rock — 
it  is  dry — not  even  the  dew  has  yet  moistcued  it  See — it  is 
made  like  a  wooden  bowl,  that  it  may  hold  the  liquor  of  the 
spring.  Let  Cruwsfeather  smell  it — smell  it,  Cloud — let  all  my 
young  men  smell  it,  too,  that  they  may  be  certain  that  there  in 
nothing  there.*' 

On  this  invitation,  accompanied  as  it  was  by  divers  flourishes 
of  the  wand,  and  uttered  in  a  deep  solemn  tone  of  voice,  the 
whole  party  of  the  Indians  gathered  around  the  small  hollow 
basin-like  cavity  pointed  out  by  the  bee-hunter,  in  order  both 
to  see  and  to  smell.  Most  knelt,  and  each  and  all  applied  their 
noses  to  the  rock,  as  near  the  bowl  as  they  could  thrust  them. 
Even  the  dignified  and  distrustful  Crowsfeather  could  not  re- 
frain from  bending  in  the  crowd.  This  was  the  moment  for 
which  le  Bourdon  wished,  and  he  instantly  prepared  to  carry 
out  his  design. 

Previously,  however,  to  completing  the  project  originally 
conceived,  a  momentar}'  impulse  prevailed  which  urged  him  to 
atlopt  a  new  mode  of  etiVcting  his  escape.  Now,  that  most  of 
the  sa\ages  wen*  on  their  Imiids  and  kiiee^,  struggling  to  get 
their  noses  as  near  as  possible  to  the  b^twl,  and  all  were  intent 
on  the  same  object,  it  occurred  to  the  bee-hunter,  whi>  was  al- 
m<»st  as  ai*tive  &h  the  panther  of  the  American  forest,  that  he 
might  dash  on  toward  the  canoe,  and  make  his  erM^ape  without 
further  mummery.  IIa<i  it  been  only  a  question  of  human 
•|»wil,  piThaps  such  would  have  been  the  wisest  thing  he  couM 
d<> ;  but  a  moment's  reHo(*tion  told  him  how  much  swifter  than 
any  fotit  of  man  was  the  bullet  oi  a  ntie.  The  <listance  ex- 
ceediMl  a  hun<lred  yards,  and  it  was  altogether  in  bright  light, 
by  means  of  the  two  fires,  Wolfseye  continuing  to  pile  bnl^h 
on  that  near  which  he  still  maintaine<]  his  |M>st,  as  it*  atraid  the 
precious  liquor  would  stjirt  out  of  the  scent-spot,  and  be  wuMotl 
should  he  abandon  his  ward.  Happily,  theref(»re,  le  lUairdon 
relinquished  his  dangenms  project  almost  as  soon  as  it  w»n  eiitt-r- 
tained,  tuniing  his  attention  immediately  to  the  completitiu  of 
the  plan  originally  Uid. 
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It  has  been  said  that  the  liee-huntor  made  Bundry  flonmhen 
with  his  wand.  While  the  Ravaj^es  were  most  eajifer  in  endeav- 
oring to  smell  the  rock,  he  lightly  touched  the  earth  tliat  con- 
line<l  the  whiskey  in  the  largc^st  pool,  and  opened  a  passage  by 
wliii'h  the  li<juor  couhl  trickle  down  the  side  of  the  rock, 
selecting  a  path  for  itself,  until  it  actually  came  into  the  bowl, 
by  a  sinuous  but  certain  channel. 

Here  was  a  wonder  I  Li<pior  could  not  only  In?  smellcd, 
but  it  <*oul<l  be  actually  seen  I  As  for  Cloud,  not  satisfied  with 
gratifying  the  two  si*nses  connected  with  the  discoveries  named, 
he  began  to  lap  with  his  tongue,  like  a  dog,  to  try  the  cffe<»t  of 
taste. 

**Thc  Manitou  does  not  hide  his  face  from  the  Pottawatta- 
mies  I'*  exclaimcil  this  savage,  rising  to  his  feet  in  wtonish- 
ment  ;  **  this  is  the  fire-water,  and  such  as  the  pale-faces  bring 
us  for  skins  I'' 

Others  imitatc<l  his  example,  ami  the  exclamations  of  wonder 
and  <h*light  flew  from  mouth  to  mouth,  in  a  torrent  of  vehement 
as.Hertions  and  «'ja<'ulations.  So  great  a  "  medicine"  charm  had 
never  before  been  witness«'<l  in  that  tribe,  or  in  that  ix^on, 
and  a  hundred  more  might  succeed,  lK*fore  another  should 
equal  this  in  its  welcome  diameter.  Tliere  wiw  whiskey,  of  m 
certainty,  not  nun'li  in  «niantity,  to  Ik?  sure,  but  of  excellent 
cpiality,  as  si»vend  aflinneil,  and  coming  in  a  current  that  was 
slowly  iiuTraMiitjI  This  last  sign  was  owing  to  the  circum- 
stan<"«*  that  le  liourdon  had  deepened  the  outlet  of  the  |»ool, 
permitting  a  larger  tjuantity  to  fiow  down  the  little  channel. 

Tin*  innmrnt  had  now  ci»mc  for  a  decisive  step.  The  bee- 
hunter  kni'w  that  his  prtM-inu**  rivulet  would  soon  cease  to  run, 
an«l  that  in*  inu^t  rarry  nut  his  design  under  the  firnt  imprcA- 
si«»ns  "if  his  <-hann,  «»r  that  he  probably  wouM  not  l»e  pennittcti 
to  i-arry  it  4iut,  at  all.  At  this  moment  even  Ori»wsfeather  ap- 
peared to  Im»  auiMl  by  what  he  had  s<»t*n ;  but  a  chief  i*o  aagm- 
cious  niiirht  il(-t«'('t  ilie  truth,  and  disappointment  would  then 
Im'  i-rrtain  to  ini*rfas4>  tin*  penalties  he  W4»uM  incur. 

Making  many  swet'ps  of    his   wand,   and  touching  Tmrioua 
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points  of  the  rock,  both  to  occapy  the  attention  of  the  Mvag<A, 
and  to  divert  it  from  his  pool,  the  bee-hnnter  next  feh  in  his 
|»ocket  and  drew  out  a  small  piece  *A  resin  that  he  knew  waj* 
there ;  the  remains  of  a  store  with  which  he  refined  the  l^iw  of 
his  fiddle ;  for  our  hero  had  a  violin  among  hL^  efie'.trt,  and 
often  used  it  in  his  solitar}'  aUxles  in  the  openingti.  Breaking 
this  resin  on  a  coal,  he  made  it  flash  and  blaz«r ;  but  the  *\UMDr 
tity  was  too  i^mall  to  produce  the  '^niedicine-fire**  he  wanted* 

**  I  have  more  in  my  canoe, **  he  t»ai<I,  a^idreming  himself  to 
the  interpreter:  *' while  I  go  for  it,  the  red  man  mont  n^H  stir, 
Ifst  they  destroy  a  pale-face's  doini^*.  Leatt  of  all  they  must 
^o  near  the  spring.  It  would  Inr  Inrlt^r  f/r  th»;  chiefi  t//  lea^l 
away  their  young  men,  and  make  them  htand  under  the  oak, 
where  nothing  can  be  done  to  hurt  the  *  medicine-chann/  ** 

The  bee-hunter  f>ointed  t/>  a  tree  tliat  A4f*A  in  the  dire'.'tioa 
of  the  canoe,  in  order  to  prevent  dUtru'«t,  thou^fh  he  liad  taken 
care  to  select  a  spot  whence  the  little  craft  Ci/uJd  not  \tH  m.-'-w, 
on  atrcouiit  of  an  int».-n*i'ninjr  fcwell  in  th«:  land.  i>o»^ff:;ither 
le«l  his  warriors  to  the  indi<;at<Mi  pla«e,  »h'-re  they  t^^^k  their 
stations  in  silent  and  grave  att^mtion. 

In  the  m*ranwhile«  le  IV>urdon  ('ontinij*:d  hi»  incantations 
aloud:  walking  t^>ward  hi:^  i-an«x*,  wa\iii;;  hi<*  liani],  and  utt«rr- 
ing  a  great  deal  of  giltU'rUh  a»  h*:  slowly  pp^:e«ded.  In  pjisi*- 
ing  the  tree,  our  her<>.  though  he  did  not  turn  hU  hei^i,  was 
sensible  that  he  was  followcii  by  the  chiefs-,  a  movement  a(;ainst 
whi<'li  he  di<l  not  dare  to  renji;n'*trate,  th<»u«;h  it  M^ily  dUap- 
|N.>inted  him.  Neither  ha^teninlr,  nor  retarding  hin  !»tep%  how- 
e\er,  in  4'<iiiM.'4|uence  of  thU  unpl*-a<4nt  <'irirum»tance,  the  young 
man  continued  *\i\\  oncf*  ^tr  twi- e  ?*wi'epin(;  the  wand  behind 
liim.  in  onJer  tii  a<44*ertain  if  he  o>uld  rea<-h  his  folbiwert.  Hut 
l'r»w<fealher  and  hi-*  conj[ianii>n'»  ^t<ip|Hfd  when  they  rcai:h«r«l 
tlie  i>>well  of  laiiil  wliii:h  concealed  the  caiiiMT,  suffering  the 
**  metlit*ine-man**  to  move  on,  alone.  Of  this  (act  le  Bourd<»n 
b«*«;afiie  aware,  by  turning  three  times  in  a  cinrle,  and  {h tint- 
ing upwaril  at  the  heavun*«  with  his  wainl,  at  he  did  ^>. 

It  was  a  uer\-ous  moment  when  the  bee-hunter  reached  the 
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canoe,  lie  did  not  like  to  look  behind  Iiiin,  again,  lest  the 
chiefs  should  suspect  his  motive,  and,  in  shovinjQr  otf  from  tht» 
fihore,  he  iniglit  do  so  within  a  few  yards  of  the  muzzle  of  a 
liostile  rirte.  There  was  no  time  to  lose,  however,  for  any  pro- 
tracted delay  on  his  part  would  certainly  cause  the  savages  to 
appr()ach, through  curiosity,  if  noithrouijh  distrust  of  hw  motives. 
He  steppe<l  into  his  lii^ht  cnift,  therefore,  without  any  delay, 
still  flourishiiiij  his  wand,  an«l  muttering  his  incantations.  The 
tirst  thinir  ^va«>  to  walk  to  the  stem  of  the  canoe,  that  his  weight 
might  rai>e  the  how  from  the  slmre,  and  also  that  he  might 
have  an  excuse  for  turning  round,  and  thus  get  another  look  at 
the  Indians.  S<»  criti«*al  was  his  situation,  and  so  nen'ous  did 
it  make  our  young  lun),  that  he  t<>ok  n»»  hee<l  of  the  state  of 
mattt  rs  in  the  canoe,  until  the  last  moment.  When  he  had 
turned,  however,  he  ascertained  that  the  two  principal  chiels 
had  tlrawn  so  near  as  to  be  within  twenty  yards  of  him,  though 
neither  held  his  rille  at  *'rea«ly,'*'  but  each  leaned  on  it  in  a 
cartlo<s  manmr,  a^  if  in  no  anticipation  <»f  any  necessity  to 
make  a  speetly  u?*e  of  the  weapon.  This  state  of  things  eouhl 
•not  last,  and  le  iJourdon  brareil  his  nerves  for  the  tinal  trial. 
On  lookiii'jr  for  his  p;id«lle,  ln>wever,  he  found  that  of  three, 
\vhi«h  the  canoe  had  contained  when  he  left  it,  not  even  one 
wjis  t«)  be  >een  I  Tln*se  wily  savages  ha»l,  out  of  all  question, 
taken  their  opportunity  t<»  rem(»ve  and  secrete  these  simple,  but 
almost  intli^pensible,  means  of  motion. 

At  the  instant  when  tirst  apprise*!  of  the  loss  just  nientione<l, 
the  bee-huuter's  heart  sunk  within  him,  and  he  fell  into  the 
seat  in  tin-  Mem  of  the  canoe,  nearly  with  the  weight  of  so  much 
le.i«l.  Then  a  >p«  cies  i»f  desperation  came  over  him,  and  put- 
ting an  end  of  hit  eane  wand  upon  the  botti>m,  with  a  vigorous 
shove,  he  torco<l  the  canoe  swiftly  astern  and  to  windwanl. 
Suddi-n  :i<  wa<  this  attempt,  an«l  rapid  as  wjis  the  movement, 
the  jealoUN  e\es  ami  ready  hands  of  the  chiefs  seemed  to  antici- 
pate it.  T\\«i  allots  wire  tired  within  a  few  seconds  after  th  • 
•  anoe  ha<l  «piitteil  the  >hore.  The  rejM»rts  i»f  the  riflea  wer».»  :i 
leclunition  of  host  Hit  i<>s  and  a  general  yell,  aocompaoied  \*\  a 
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ctiuittion  rush  toward  the  rWer,  axmounceil  that  the  whole  band 
uow  andcTstooil  tba.t  some  deception  hx^  been  pxactbed  at  Uielr 

Although  the  two  chiefe  in  a<lvance  had  been  so  ?ery  prompt, 
tli€j  were  not  quick  enough  for  the  rapid  movement  of  the 
caiioe.  The  distaDce  bolween  the  stern  of  the  hoat  and  the 
rice-pUtita»  was  so  siuallf  that  the  single  desperate  »bove  given 
by  the  bee-hunter,  sufficed  to  bnry  hi&  person  in  the  coven  be- 
fore the  leaden  messengers  reached  him.  Anticipftting  this 
very  attempt,  and  kuowiug  that  the  savages  might  get  their 
rnoge  from  the  pMt.  of  the  canoe  that  was  still  hi  sigbt,  le  Boni^ 
don  bent  h\»  body  far  over  the  gunwale,  gfa*5ping  the  riee-plants 
at  tbe  same  time,  aud  hauhng  his  little  craft  thi'oug^h  them^  in 
the  wav  tliat  sailors  call  '^  han<l  over  hand/-  This  expedient 
most  prooably  saved  his  life.  While  bending  over  the  gunwale, 
he  heard  the  crack  of  the  rifles,  and  the  whizzing  of  two  bullets 
that  appeared  to  pass  just  behind  him.  By  this  time  the  whole 
of  the  canoe  was  within  the  cover. 

In  a  moment  like  that  we  are  describing,  incidents  pass  so 
rapidly  as  almost  to  defy  description.  It  was  not  twenty  sec- 
onds from  the  instant  when  le  Bourdon  first  put  his  wand  down 
to  push  the  canoe  from  the  land,  ere  he  found  his  person  emerg- 
ing from  the  cover,  on  its  weather  side.  Here  he  was  efiec- 
tually  concealed  from  his  enemies,  not  only  on  account  of  the 
cover  made  by  the  nce-plants,  but  by  reason  of  the  darkness ; 
the  hght  not  extending  far  enough  from  the  fire  to  illumine  ob- 
jects on  the  river.  Nevertheless,  new  diflSculties  presented 
themselves.  When  clear  of  the  rice,  the  wind,  which  still  blew 
strong,  pressed  upon  his  canoe  to  such  a  degree,  as  not  only  to 
stop  its  further  movement  from  the  shore,  but  so  as  to  turn  it 
broadside  to,  to  its  power.  Trying  with  his  wand,  the  bee- 
hunter  ascertained  that  it  would  no  longer  reach  the  bottom. 
Then  he  attempted  to  use  the  cane  as  a  paddle,  but  soon  found 
it  had  not  sufficient  hold  of  the  water  to  answer  for  such  an 
implement.  The  most  he  could  eflfect  with  it,  in  that  way,  was 
to  keep  the  canoe  for  a  short  distance  along  the  outer  edge  of 
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the  rioe,  until  it  reached  a  spot  where  the  plant  extended  m  con- 
siderable distance  farther  toward  the  middle  of  the  river.  Once 
witliin  this  little  forest  of  the  wild  rice,  he  was  enabled  to  drafj 
the  canoe  further  and  further  from  the  north  f^hore,  though  hin 
pri>^res.H  was  both  slow  and  laborious,  on  account  of  the  resbt- 
aiice  met. 

All  this  time,  the  Ravages  were  not  idle.  Until  the  canoe 
got  within  its  new  cover,  it  was  at  no  instant  fifty  yards  fn>iu  the 
beach,  and  the  yells,  and  orders,  and  whoopings  sounded  as  if 
uttered  directly  in  le  Bourdon*s  ear.  A  splashing  in  the  water 
soon  announced  that  our  fugitive  was  pursued  by  swimmers. 
As  the  sivages  knew  that  the  bee-hunter  was  without  a  paddle, 
and  that  the  wind  blew  fresh,  the  expectation  of  overtaking 
their  late  captive,  in  this  manner,  was  by  no  means  chimerical. 
Haifa  dozen  a«*tive  young  men  would  prove  very  fonnidable  to 
one  in  such  a  situation,  more  e>pecially  while  entangled  in  the 
injizes  of  the  ri<'e-plant.  The  bee-hunter  was  so  well  convinced 
of  this  circuinstante,  that  no  sooner  did  he  hear  the  plashes  of 
the  swiininers,  than  he  redoubled  his  exertions  to  pull  his  canoe 
farther  fr<»ni  the  spot.  But  his  progress  was  slow,  and  he  w:is 
soon  convinced  that  his  impunity  was  more  owing  to  the  fact 
that  his  pursuers  ilid  not  know  where  to  find  him,  than  to  the 
rapidity  of  hi>  fliijht. 

Notwitlistandinir  his  exertions,  and  the  start  obtained,  le 
BtMirdon  s4»oii  fell  assured  that  the  swimmers  were  within  a 
hundn-d  fert  of  him,  their  voices  coming  from  the  outer  margin 
of  the  cover  in  whi«h  he  now  lay,  stationary,  lie  hatl  ceased 
dRim^iiii;  the  <*aiiof  aheail,  from  an  apprehension  of  U'ing  heard, 
th«>Ui;h  the  ni>}iiiig  of  the  wind  and  the  rustling  of  the  rico 
miirht  lia\e  a.Ksiired  him  that  the  slight  noisc>s  m:ide  by  his  own 
movements  w«»uld  not  be  very  hkely  to  rise  above  those  sounds. 
The  >pla>hing  of  the  swimmers  and  their  voices,  gradually 
dn'w  nearer,  until  the  be<'-hnnter  took  up  his  rifle,  detenuioed 
to  Kierifiee  the  first  sivaife  who  approached;  hoping,  thereby, 
t<»  intimiilate  the  <»ther>«.  For  the  first  time,  it  now  occurred 
to  him  that  the  breech  uf  his  rifle  might  be  used  aa  a  paddle. 
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an<1  he  was  refiolved  to  apply  it  to  that  service,  coald  he  once 
succeed  in  extricating  himself  from  the  enemies  by  whom  ho 
was  neariy  environed,  and  from  the  rice. 

Just  as  le  Bourdon  fancied  tliat  the  crisis  had  arrived,  and 
that  he  should  soon  be  called  on  to  kill  his  man,  a  shout  was 
given  by  a  savage  at  some  distance  in  the  river,  and  presently 
calls  passc<l  from  mouth  to  mouth,  among  the  swimmers.  Our 
hero  now  listened  to  a  degree  that  kept  his  faculty  of  hearing 
at  a  point  of  painful  attention.  The  voices  and  plashes  on  the 
water  reoede<l,  and  what  was  startling,  a  sound  was  heard  re- 
sembling that  which  is  produced  by  a  paddle  when  struck 
incautiously  against  the  side  of  a  canoe.  Was  it  then  possible 
that  the  Chippewa  was  out,  or  had  the  Pottawattamies  one 
boat  that  had  escaped  his  attention  f  The  I&st  was  not  very 
probable,  as  he  had  several  times  counted  their  little  fleet,  and 
was  pretty  sure  of  having  taken  it  all  to  the  other  side  of  the 
river.  The  sound  of  the  paddle  was  repeated,  however;  then 
it  occurred  to  the  bee-hunter,  that  Pigeonswing  might  be  on 
the  scent  for  another  scalp. 

Although  the  conjecture  just  mentioned  was  exceedingly 
unpleasant  to  le  Bourdon,  the  chs^  of  the  strange  canoe  gave 
him  an  opportunity  to  drag  his  own  light  craft  ahead,  penetrat- 
ing deeper  and  deeper  among  the  wild  rice,  which  now  spread 
itnelf  to  a  considerable  di!*tance  from  the  shore,  an<l  grew  so 
thick  as  to  make  it  impossible  to  get  through  the  waving  m&ss. 
At  length,  wearied  with  his  exertions,  and  a  little  uncertain  as 
to  his  actual  position,  our  hero  paused,  listening  intently,  in 
onier  to  catch  any  sounds  that  might  direct  his  future  move- 
ments. 

By  this  time  the  savages  had  ceased  to  call  to  each  other ; 
most  probably  conscious  of  the  a<lvantage  it  gave  the  fugitive. 
The  bee-hunter  perfectly  un<lerstood  that  his  pursuers  mu?«t  be 
aware  of  its  l>eiug  entirely  out  of  his  power  to  get  to  windward, 
ami  that  they  woubl  keep  along  the  shore  of  the  river,  as  he 
did  himacli^  expecting  to  see  his  canoe,  sooner  or  later  <l riven 
by  the  wind  on  the  beach.     This  had  made  him  anxious  to 
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drajy  his  boat  as  much  toward  the  outer  edge  of  the  rire  h»  lie 
could  jret  it,  and  l>y  the  puffs  of  wind  that  he  occasionally  fcU, 
he  liopoil  he  had,  in  a  ^eat  measure,  effected  his  pnrpofie.  Still 
he  had  his  apprehensions  of  the  savages;  as  some  wouM  Ik^ 
ven'  apt  to  swim  (juitc  out  into  the  stream,  not  only  to  hx>k 
for  him,  but  to  avoid  being  entangled  among  the  plants.  It 
was  oidy  in  the  natural  channels  of  the  rice,  of  which  th»»re 
were  a  good  many,  that  a  swimmer  could  ver}*  rca<lily  mak*» 
his  way,  or  be  in  much  siifety.  By  waiting  long  enough,  more- 
over, the  bee-hunter  was  sure  he  shouhl  tire  out  his  pursuers, 
and  thus  gi-t  rid  of  them. 

Just  as  le  Hourdon  began  to  think  this  last  mentioned  pur- 
pose IumI  Iwen  accomplished,  he  heard  low  voices  directly  to 
windward,  and  the  plashing  of  water,  as  if  more  than  one  man 
was  coming  down  tipon  him,  forcing  the  stalks  of  the  plants 
asiile.  He  gnu^ped  the  rifle,  and  let  the  canoe  drit't,  whi<di  it 
did  slowly,  under  the  power  of  the  wind,  notwithstanding  the 
pnttection  of  the  cover.  The  swimmers  forcetl  their  way 
thrnugh  the  ^talks;  but  it  was  evident,  just  then,  that  they  were 
m«»re  otMupied  by  their  pres^'ut  pursuit  than  in  looking  for  him. 
Presently  a  canoe  came  bnishing  through  the  rice,  fi»rce<l  by 
the  >\ind,  and  draixjxcd  by  two  savjiges,  one  of  whom  swam  on 
earh  b«>w.  Th«'  Ijist  did  not  see  the  In^e-hunter,  or  hi*  canot\ 
tin*  one  niMHst  ha\in<;  his  fa<M»  turne<l  in  the  opposite  din»ct  ion ; 
but  thi*y  were  distinctly  s«mmi  by  the  former.  Surjmse<l  that 
a  seizure  should  be  maih*  with  so  little  fnic:u*,  le  Hounlon  l>ent 
forward  to  look  the  better,  and.  as  the  stern  of  the  strange  ennoo 
eanie  alnio>t  under  his  eyes,  he  saw  the  fonn  of  Marger}' lying 
in  its  bottom.  Hi^  blood  eurdled  at  this  sight;  f<»r,  his  first 
iini»ri — 'ioii  wa^.  ijiat  the  ehanniiig  young  creature  had  l>efn 
killt-d  aii'l  sealjH'd  ;  but  there  being  no  time  to  1ojm»,  he  sprang 
lii:Iitly  tVom  «'ne  eanoe  to  the  <»tlier,  earrying  the  rifle  in  his 
haiitl.  A"*  he  struek  in  tin'  bottom  of  the  boat  of  (tershom,  he 
lieard  his  name  uttered  in  a  sweet  female  voice,  and  know  tliat 
MapLT'-ry  \\as  Ii\ing.  \Vith«Mit  stopping,  however,  to  inqaira 
more,  he  moved  to  the  head  «if  the  canoe,  and  with  a  nhiirp  blow 
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nil  the  fingen,  nuulc  each  of  the  savages  release  his  grasp. 
Th4Mi,  seising  the  rice-plants,  he  dragip^d  the  little  craft  swiftly 
to  windward  again.  All  this  was  done,  as  it  might  be  in  an 
instant ;  the  savages  and  the  canoe  being  separated  some  twenty 
feet,  in  much  less  time  than  is  required  to  relate  the  occurrence. 

**  Bourdon,  are  you  injured  ?"  asked  Margery,  her  voico 
trembling  with  anxiety. 

**Not  in  the  least,  dear  Margery — and  vou,  my  excellent 
girir 

**  They  caught  my  canoe,  and  I  almost  died  of  fright ;  but 
they  have  only  dragged  it  toward  the  shore." 

'*•  God  bo  praised  !     U  there  any  paddle  in  the  canoe  T" 

"  There  are  several— one  is  at  your  feet.  Bourdon — and  here, 
I  have  another.'* 

"  Then,  lot  us  search  for  my  canoe,  and  get  out  of  the  rice. 
If  we  can  but  find  my  canoe,  we  shall  be  safe  enough,  for  the 
savagcrs  have  nothing  in  which  to  cross  the  river.  Keep  your 
eyos  about  you,  Margery,  and  look  among  the  rice  for  the  other 
Utat." 

The  search  was  not  long,  bnt  it  was  intently  anxious.  At 
len«<rth  Marker}'  saw  the  ItMit  4>anoe  just  as  it  was  <lnf\ing  past 
them,  and  it  wa<^  so<nirod  im mediately.  In  a  few  minutes, 
lo  Bouni«>n  sn<'cooded  in  forrin*;  the  two  onift  into  open  water, 
when  it  was  oasy  for  liim  t*»  paddle  both  to  windwanl.  The 
roa<lor  oan  roa«lily  imagine  that  our  hero  did  not  pormit  many 
minutos  to  elapse,  oro  he  <]UOKtionod  hin  companion  on  the  sul>- 
jt'<-t  t»f  her  a<lvcnluros.  Nor  wjlh  Margor}'  reluctant  to  tell 
them.  Slio  had  become  »lanniHi  at  lo  BourdonV  pnUractcd 
ab-ioiice,  anil  taking  advanta<X('  of  Pijjfonnswing  lying  <iown,  she 
nnIoad<Hl  her  bn>tlior's  ranoo,  and  wont  out  into  the  rivor  to 
look  for  the  al)Kont  one.  As  a  matter  of  course — though  so 
feminine  and  far  removed  from  all  nppoanui<>e  of  eoars4»ncsjs  a 
true  American  girl  in  this  respe»*t — Marj^ory  knew  perfectly 
well  how  to  manage  a  bark  canoe.  The  habits  of  her  life  for 
the  last  few  years,  made  her  acquainted  with  this  simple  art; 
and  strength  l>eing  much  Umw  needed  than  skill,  she  luul  ni> 
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difficulty  in  going  whitlier  slic  wished.  Tlie  fires  scired  as 
beacons,  and  Marger}'  had  been  a  distant  witness  of  the  bee- 
hunter's  necromancy  as  well  as  of  his  escape.  The  instant  the 
latter  was  etfocted,  she  endeavored  to  join  him ;  and  it  was 
while  incautiously  paddling  along  the  outer  edge  of  the  rice, 
vi:li  this  intention,  that  her  canoe  was  seized  by  two  of  the 
Fwimmers.  As  soon  as  these  last  ascertained  that  they  had 
c.iptured  a  **  squaw,"  they  did  not  give  themselves  the  trouble 
ti>  Gjet  into  the  canoe — a  verj-  difficult  opemtion  with  one  made 
<.f  bark,  and  which  is  not  loaded — but  they  set  al>out  towing 
tin'  captured  craft  to  the  shore,  swimming  each  with  a  single 
l.:iud,  aiul  hohling  on  by  the  other. 

**  I  shall  not  soon  forget  this  kindness  of  yours,  Margery," 
^aid  le  Bourdon,  with  warmth,  when  the  girl  had  ended  her 
simple  tale,  which  had  been  related  in  the  most  artless  and 
ingenuous  manner.  **  No  man  could  forget  so  generous  a  risk 
on  tlif  part  of  a  young  woman  in  his  behalf." 

**  I  hope  you  do  not  think  it  wrong.  Bourdon — I  should  be 
sorry  to  have  you  think  ill  of  me !" 

**  \Vr»>ng,  dear  Margery  I — but  no  matter.  Let  us  get  our- 
selves out  of  present  difficulties,  and  into  a  place  of  safety  ; 
then  I  will  tell  you  honestly  what  I  think  of  it,  and  of  you, 
t<M>.  Was  your  brother  awake,  dear  Mai^ry,  when  you  left 
the  family  V 

**  I  believe  not — he  sleeps  long  and  heavily  after  drinking. 
But  he  (*an  now  drink  no  more,  until  he  reaches  the  settle- 
ments.'' 

**  N<»t  unless  he  fin<l  the  whiskey  spring,"  returned  the  bee- 
hunttT,  laughing. 

TIh"  y<»ung  man  then  related  to  his  wondering  companion  the 
history  of  the  mummer}'  and  incantations  of  which  she  had 
been  a  distant  spectator.  I  a*  Bourdon*s  heart  was  light,  after 
his  hiizanls  an<l  ('si^ajK*,  and  his  spirits  n>se  as  his  narrative  pr*>- 
eeeded.  Nor  was  pretty  Marg«»r}'  in  u  m(H>d  to  balk  his  humor. 
As  the  bfr-hunter  recounted  his  contrivances  to  elude  the 
savages,  and  most  especially  when  he  gave  the  particulan  of 
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the  maDner  in  which  he  managed  to  draw  whbkej  out  of  the 
liring  rock,  the  girl  joined  in  hiA  mernment,  and  filled  the  boat 
with  that  melod  J  of  the  laogh  of  her  years  and  sex,  which  is  so 
beautifully  described  by  Halleck. 
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CHAPTRIl   X. 

**  The  thinini  that  imcv  xhi'  lorvd  an'  »till  the  Mmr: 
Yvt  now  thvrv  ncc«U  aniitht-r  namo 
To  irlve  th«^  frrlliic  which  tht-y  vlalia, 

While  *h«-  the  ferlin::  jrivcn; 
9ho  cannot  call  it  iilailni-ns  ur  dvlijcht : 
Ami  vi't  then-  M•e^l^  a  richer,  loreller  Itjjht 

On  eVn  the  humblest  thing  that  llvfa.** 

WAtUIXOTOIf  AUTOSI. 

The  histor}'  given  by  le  Bourdon  lanted  until  the  canoes 
rea<'hcd  the  south  shore.  Glad  enongh  was  I><)rothy  to  sec 
them  both  safe  bark,  for  neither  of  her  companionH  bad  yet 
awoke.  It  waft  then  niidni|rht,  and  all  now  retired  to  seek  the 
rcRt  which  mij^ht  be  so  needful  to  prepare  thcnj  for  the  exer- 
tions of  the  next  day.  The  iKJC-himter  slept  in  his  canoe,  while 
Manner}'  shared  the  buflfalo-skin  of  her  sister. 

As  i)erfeet  security,  for  tlie  moment  at  least,  was  feh  by  the 
sleeper*,  their  sluinWrs  were  sound,  and  reached  into  the  morn- 
ing, llien  le  Rounlon  arose,  and  withdrawing:  to  a  proper  dis- 
tance, ho  threw  otf  his  clothes  and  plunge<l  into  the  stream,  in 
conf«>niiity  with  a  daily  pniotice  of  his  at  that  genial  season  of 
the  yrar.  After  bathiiiir.  the  young  man  a«(cended  a  hill,  whence 
he  niiijht  got  a  good  vi<«w  of  the  opposite  shore,  and  possibly 
obtain  S4inie  n«>tion  of  what  the  Pottawattamies  were  about.  In 
all  his  niovenients,  however,  the  bee-hunter  had  an  eye  to  the 
concealmont  of  hin  j>erson,  it  being  of  the  last  importance  that 
the  savages  should  not  learn  his  position.  With  the  intention 
of  concealment,  the  tire  ha<l  been  suffen»d  to  go  down,  a  smoke 
being  a  sign  that  no  Indian  would  Iw  likely  to  overlook.  As 
for  the  can«>es  and  the  bivouac  i»f  the  party,  the  wild  rice  and 
an  intermediate  hill  fonncd  a  perfect  cover,  so  long  as  nothing 
was  fhown  alMive  them. 

From  the  height  to  which  he  ascended,  the  bee- hunter,  aided 
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I'V  l»is  glas-s  f^iii  a  vory  clear  view  of  Whiskey  Centre  and  the 
parts  adjacent  The  Kiva^s  were  already  stirring,  and  were 
hu«y  in  the  variouA  avocations  of  the  red  man  on  a  war-path. 
One  party  was  disposing  of  the  body  of  their  dead  companion. 
Sevend  were  cooking,  or  cleaning  the  wild-fowl  shot  in  the 
hay,  while  a  group  was  collected  near  the  spot  of  the  wished- 
f4»r  Npring,  reluctant  to  abapdon  the  hopes  to  which  it  had  given 
hirth.  at  the  very  moment  they  were  plotting  to  obtain  the 
scalp  of  the  **  medicine-man."  Tlie  beloved  **  fire-water/'  that 
scdures  so  many  to  their  destruction,  who  have  enjoyed  the 
advantages  of  moral  teaching,  and  which  has  been  a  withering 
curse  on  the  red  man  of  this  continent,  still  had  its  influence ; 
and  the  craving  appetites  of  several  of  the  drunkards  of  the 
party  brought  them  to  the  spot,  as  soon  as  their  eyes  opened 
on  the  new  day.  Tlie  bee-hunter  could  see  some  of  this  cluster 
kneeling  on  the  rocks,  lapping  like  hounds  at  the  scattered 
little  pools  of  the  liquor,  while  others  scented  around,  in  the 
hope  of  yet  <liscorering  the  bird  that  laid  the  golden  egij.  Le 
Bourdon  ha/1  now  little  expectation  that  his  assumed  character 
could  be  maintained  among  these  savages  any  longer,  did  acci- 
dent again  throw  him  in  their  way.  The  chiefs,  he  saw,  had 
di/>trusted  him  all  along,  but  had  given  him  an  opportunity  to 
prove  what  he  could  do,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  more  vulgar 
curiosity  of  their  ycmng  men.  lie  >^isely  determined,  therefore, 
to  keep  out  of  the  han<ls  of  his  enemies. 

Although  le  Bourdon  could  hold  a  conversation  in  the 
tonscue  of  the  Ojebways,  he  was  not  fond  of  so  doing.  He 
comprehended  with(>ut  difficulty  nearly  all  of  what  was  said 
by  them,  an<l  had  observed  the  previous  night  that  tlie  warriors 
m.'iilo  many  allusions  to  a  chief  whom  they  styh'd  Onoah,  but 
who  he  himself  knew  wa**  u«*ually  called  Scalping  Pet**r  amouLr 
the  whites  of  that  fntntier.  This  savagt*  had  a  fi'arful  reputji- 
X'um  at  all  the  garrisons,  though  he  nevi-r  showeil  himself  in 
them ;  and  he  was  now  spoken  of  by  the  Pottawnttamies  pres- 
ent, a-*  if  they  expected  to  meet  him  soon,  and  to  be  governed 
hy  his  eommands  or  hi-*  ndvir*-.   The  bee-hunter  had  paid  great 
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attention  whenever  this  dreaded  name  was  mentioncrl,  for  he 
w:is  fully  aware  of  tlie  importance  of  keeping  clear  of  an  enemy 
who  bore  so  bad  a  reputation  that  it  was  not  considere<l  pru 
di>nt  for  a  white  man  to  remain  long  in  his  company  even  in  a 
time  of  peace,  llis  P^nglish  sfjhriquet  had  iKjen  obtained  from 
the  circumstances  of  its  being  n^puted  that  this  chief,  who 
seemed  to  In-long  to  no  tribe  in  particular,  while  lie  had  great 
influence  with  all,  had  on  divers  occasions  murdered  the  pale- 
faces who  fell  in  his  way,  and  then  scal{K;d  them.  It  was  ailtled, 
that  he  ha<l  alrca<ly  forty  iiotclies  on  his  pole,  to  note  that 
number  of  scalps  taken  fn>m  the  hate<l  whites.  In  short,  this 
In<lian,  a  sort  of  cliief  by  birth,  though  of  what  tribe  no  one 
exactly  knew,  appeared  to  live  only  to  revenge  the  wnmgs  done 
his  color  by  the  intniders,  who  had  come  from  toward  the  rising 
sun  to  drive  his  jHM>ple  into  the  great  salt  lake  on  the  oUier 
side  of  the  Kocky  Mountains.  Of  course  there  was  a  good  deal 
that  was  <pie>tionable  in  these  reports;  a  nmior  in  the  ** open- 
ings" and  on  the  prairies,  having  this  general  resemblance  to 
tho^e  that  cinulate  in  to»n,  and  in  drawing-rooms,  and  at 
feast;^,  tliat  no  one  of  them  all  can  be  relied  on  as  rigidly  exact. 
Jiut  le  Bonn  ion  was  still  young,  and  ha<l  yet  to  learn  how  little 
of  that  v^hi<h  wr  all  hear  is  true,  and  how  ver>'  much  is  false. 
Nevirt belt's^,  a-*  an  Indian  tradition  is  usually  more  accurate 
than  a  white  man*-^  written  hi>tory,  so  is  a  rumor  of  the  forest 
gtinr.iliv  cntitleil  to  more  respert  than  the  ceaseless  goshipings 
<»f  thf  beings  who  uould  be  aflVonted  were  they  not  accounted 
I'ivilized. 

Thf  brf-hunt«T  wa^  Mill  on  the  elevated  bit  of  ground,  mak- 
ing hi^  obsination-*,  whm  he  w;is  joine<l  by  Margerj*.  The 
girl  a|»p«'arcd  iwAx  and  handsouie,  afttT  a  night  of  slet^p,  and 
c»»iiiini;  from  h«T  «lri-^«»inir-r«M.iii  in  a  thi<'ket,  and  «>ver  a  stream 
i.f  H\v»rt  niiininir  >\atfr;  but  »»hi*  was  si  1  and  thoughtful.  No 
sooitiT  had  Ir  Uourdon  shaken  her  hand,  and  repeated  his 
thanks  for  tht>  Mim.r  of  tli«-  p:ist  night,  than  the  full  heart  of 
Marir»ry  p«»ured  «»ut  it-*  fiTliiigs.  as  the  swollen  stream  overflows 
iU  bank-*,  and  Iwiraii  to  \\i'«*p. 
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'*  Brother  is  awake/*  she  said,  as  soon  as  her  sobs  were 
qnietc<l  bv  a  powerful  effect ;  **  but,  as  is  usual  with  him  after 
hard  drinkinpr,  90  stupid,  that  Dolly  cannot  make  him  under- 
stand our  danger.  He  tells  her  he  has  seen  too  many  Injins  to 
l»e  afraid  of  these,  and  that  they  will  never  harm  a  family  that 
has  brought  so  much  liquor  into  their  country." 

**  His  senses  must  l>e  at  a  low  ebb,  tnily,  if  he  counts  on 
Injin  friendship  Wcause  he  has  sold  fire-water  to  the  young 
men !"  answere<l  le  I^)urdon,  with  a  nice  understanding  of  not 
only  Indian  nature,  but  of  human  nature.  **  We  may  like  the 
sin,  Margery,  while  we  iletest  the  tempter.  1  have  never  yet 
met  with  the  man,  pale-face  or  redskin,  who  did  not  curse, 
in  his  sober  moments,  the  hand  that  fed  liis  appetite  while 
intoxicated." 

"  I  dare  say  that  may  be  very  true,"  returned  the  girl,  in  a 
low  voice ;  "  but  one  has  need  of  his  reason  t4>  umlerstand  it 
What  will  become  of  us  now,  it  is  hard  to  say. " 

**  Why,  now,  Marger)',  more  tlian  yesterday,  or  the  dav 
Wfore?"' 

**  Yesterday  there  were  no  savages  near  us,  and  Gershom 
ha«l  all  along  told  us  he  intended  to  start  for  the  garris4)n  at 
the  head  of  the  lake,  as  soon  as  he  got  back  from  his  visit  to, 
the  openings.  He  i«  back ;  but  not  in  a  state  to  protect  his 
wife  :in<l  sister  from  the  red  man,  who  will  he  looking  for  us 
as  soon  as  they  can  build  a  canoe,  or  any  thing  that  will  do  to 
cn>sH  the  river  with." 

**Had  they  even  a  canoe,"  retume<l  le  Bourdon,  coolly, 
"they  would  not  know  where  to  look  for  us.  Thank  Heaven! 
that  will  l>e  a  job  that  would  take  some  time ;  nor  is  a  bark 
canoe  built  in  a  minute.  But,  Marger}',  if  your  brother  be  a 
little  dull  and  heavy,  after  his  debauch,  /  am  solwr,  and  as 
much  awake  as  ever  I  was  in  my  life." 

•*OhI  you  have  no  wfaknes<4  like  that  of  poor  brother's,  to 
make  you  otherwise ;  but,  Bourdon,  you  will  natURilly  wi^h  to 
take  care  of  yourself  anti  your  property,  and  will  «]uit  u<  the 
fin*t  goo<l  opportunity.     Tin  sun»  that  we  have  no  right  to  ex- 
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pect  you  will  stay  a  minute  lonjrer  than  it  ia  your  interest  to  do 
so,  ami  1  do  not  know  that  I  wi^h  it/' 

**  Not  wish  it,  Margery  I''  exclaimed  the  bee-hunter,  in  the 
manner  of  a  disiippointed  man.  **  I  had  supposed  you  would 
have  wished  my  eompany.  But,  now  I  know  the  eontrary, 
1  shall  not  much  <'arc  how  soon  I  j;o,  or  into  whose  hands 
1  fall." 

It  is  stranjro  how  apt  arc  those  who  oujjht  to  understand  one 
another  so  readily,  to  misintirrpret  each  other's  thoughtii. 
Manrery  ha<l  never  seen  the  bee-hunter  twenty-four  hours  be- 
fore, thouirh  she  had  often  heard  of  him,  and  of  his  success  in 
hi**  art  ;  for  the  fann-  of  a  man  of  g(K>d  reputation  and  active 
<|ualitit's  sj>reads  far  on  a  frontier.  The  very  individual  whose 
oxisttuee  would  be  nearly  overlooked  in  a  crowded  region, 
shall  be  spoken  of,  and  known  by  his  qualities,  a  hundred 
leaixues  from  lii>  phu'e  of  residen<'e,  wlien  settlements  are  few 
and  far  apart.  In  thi*i  way,  Marj^ery  ha<l  heard  of  Boden,  or 
of  *'  l»ourtloii/*  :ts  slit'  ralletl  him,  in  common  with  hundreil^ 
who,  eoiifouiKlinc:  hi^  real  name  witli  his  snhritnut^  made  the 
mistake  of  UMug  the  la>t,  under  the  impressiim  that  it  w&h  the 
true  aj>pellatioii.  Margery  had  no  other  knowledge  of  French 
than  tin*  U'w  wonU  glcane<l  in  her  ^lt»w  j)rogress  among  a 
fr«»iitier  on  whii-h,  it  i>  true,  more  of  that  language  than  of  any 
othtT  was  luanl.  but  heard  under  circumstances  that  were  not 
parti'ularly  favorable  to  the  .'i'Mpiisitinn  of  a  foreign  tongue. 
Had  she  understot)d  then-al  meaninir  of  '*  Bourdon,"  she  would 
have  bitten  <»tf  her  tontrue  befon*  >lie  would  have  once  called 
Bodeii  b\  suehan  appellation:  though  the  bee-hunter  himself  was 
si»  aei  ii^toiii.-4l  to  his  i'auailian  nickname  as  to  care  nothing 
at  all  about  it.  But  Mafirery  «iid  not  like  to  give  pain  to  any 
one;  auil.  least  of  all.  w.iuld  sIu'  desire  to  intlict  it  ou  the  bee- 
hunter,  tlioULrh  he  were  only  an  acquaintance  of  a  Jay.  Still, 
.MariT'-r)  eould  n«»t  UiUster  sutlieitMit  ct»urage  to  tell  her  uew 
friend  lr>w  mueh  \\v  >%a»  mistaken,  and  that  of  all  the  yooths 
she  ha*!  eviT  met.  she  wouM  most  prefer  to  keep  him  near  her 
Ip'ther  and   sister  in  their  distren^ ;  whiU^  the  young  man,  in- 
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^|»i^eJ  by  a  pure  and  infant  passion,  was  just  in  the  frame  of 
inin«l  to  believe  the  worst  of  himself,  and  of  his  claims  to  the 
attention  of  her  who  had  began  to  occupy  so  many  of  his 
thoughts. 

No  explanation  occurring,  our  young  people  descended  from 
the  hill,  misconceiving  each  other's  meaning  and  wishes,  and 
unhappy  under  the  influence  of  an  ideal  source  of  miserj',  when 
actual  circumstances  created  so  many  that  were  substantial  and 
real.  Gershom  was  found  awake,  but  as  his  sister  had  describ- 
ed him,  stupid  and  lethargic.  The  bee-hunter  at  once  saw 
that,  in  his  present  condition.  Whiskey  Centre  would  still  be 
an  incumbrance  rather  than  (»f  any  senice,  in  the  event  of  an 
o<N*a«4ion  for  extraordinary  exertion.  Margery  had  hinted  that 
it  usually  t«>ok  twenty-four  hours  to  bring  her  brother  entirely 
round,  after  one  of  his  serious  debauches;  and  within  that 
time  it  was  more  than  probable  that  the  fate  of  the  family 
would  Im?  decided. 

Ia»  Bourdon  thonijht  intently,  during  l^reakfast,  of  the  con- 
dition «>f  his  party,  an<l  of  the  best  mode  of  proceeding,  while 
the  pallid  and  anxious  young  creature  at  his  side  believed  he 
was  deliberating  solely  on  the  best  means  of  extricating  himself 
and  his  st^re  of  honey,  from  the  savages  on  the  other  shore. 
Had  the  acquaintance  between  these  young  people  been  of  longer 
date  than  it  actually  was  Marger}'  could  not  have  entertained 
a  notion  so  injuri«>us  to  the  bee-hunter,  for  a  single  moment ; 
but  there  was  nothing  either  violent,  or  depn^^iating,  in  sup- 
p«>Mng  that  one  so  near  being  a  t<^»tal  stninger  would  think  tirst 
«»f  himself  and  his  own  interests,  in  the  situation  in  which  this 
younjj  man  was  now  pla<'ed. 

Little  was  siiid  during  the  ineal.  Dorothy  was  habitually 
silent ;  the  result  of  grief  and  ean».  As  for  her  husband,  he 
wa«  too  stupid  to  talk,  though  usually  somewhat  garrulous; 
while  the  Intlian  seldom  did  two  things  at  the  same  time.  This 
was  the  hour  for  a<*ting:  when  that  for  talking  should  arrive,  he 
would  be  found  equal  to  its  duties.  Pigeonswing  eouhi  either 
?l»«taiu  from  f<M^>d,  or  could  indulgi*  in  it  without  measure,  just 
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as  occasion  offore«l.  He  had  often  gone  for  days  without 
tasting  a  mouthful,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  l>crric«,  per- 
haps ;  and  he  had  lain  about  the  camp-fire,  a  week  at  a  time, 
gorgiiijj  him?*elf  with  venison,  like  an  anaconda.  It  i«  perhaps 
fortunate  for  the  American  Indian,  that  this  particuUr  qaalitr 
of  food  is  so  ver}'  easy  of  digestion,  since  his  excesses  on  it  are 
notorious,  and  so  common  to  his  habits  as  almost  to  belong  to 
his  nature.     Death  might  otherwise  often  be  the  consequence. 

AVhen  the  breakfjist  was  ended,  it  was  time  to  consult  about 
the  future  course.  As  yet,  the  Pottawattamies  had  made  no 
new  discovery  ;  but  the  sagacity  of  the  red  man  was  ever  to  be 
fcare<l,  when  it  came  to  be  merely  a  question  of  finding  his  foe 
in  a  forest. 

**  We  have  obtaine<l  one  a<lvantage  over  the  enemy,"  said  le 
Bourdon,  **  by  crossing  the  river.  Water  leaves  no  trail ;  even 
ha«l  <  Vowsfcather  a  canoe,  he  might  not  know  where  to  go  in 
it,  ill  onior  to  find  us." 

**l)at  not  so.''  put  in  the  Chipjvewa,  a  little  dogmatically; 
**know  we  hab  canoe — know^  cross  river  in  him." 

**  H7/y  should  they  know  this,  Pigeonswing  ?  We  may  have 
gone  out  upon  the  lake,  or  we  may  have  gone  up  in  the  oak 
op<*iiiiigs  again,  for  any  thing  the  Pottawattamies  can  know  to 
thf  rontniry." 

'*  Tell  you,  not  so.  Know  don't  go  on  lake,  cause  wind  blow. 
Know  don't  t;o  up  river,  cause  dat  hard  work;  know  come 
\u'U\  <'ausf  dat  easy.  Injin  like  to  do  what  easy,  and  pale-face 
do  just  what  lujiii  do.  Cniwsfeather  make  raft,  pretty  soon ; 
(Itn  lip  rnnif  look  arter  s»'aip." 

**Yes/'  sjii^l  Marir<Ty,  gently:  **you  had  better  loa^l  your 
ranop  hX  «»n<'c,  aii.l  i^o  on  the  lake,  while  the  savages  cmnnot 
rearh  you.  The  wind  i«»  fair  for  them  that  are  to  go  north;  and 
I  ha\«*  heard  you  say  that  you  are  boun<l  to  Mackinaw.'* 

*'  1  nhall  l«»a<l  my<*anoe,  and  I  shall  loa<i  yowr*,  too,  Margery; 
but  1  shall  not  go  away  from  this  family,  so  long  as  any  in  it 
stand  in  need  «»f  njy  seniees." 

"  Brother  will  Ih*  able  to  help  us  by  afternoon.    lie  manages 
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fi  canoe  well,  when  him»clf ;  so  go,  Bourdon,  while  you  can. 
I  dsure  say  you  have  a  mother  at  home ;  or  a  sister — perhaps  a 
wife—'' 

**  Neither,"  interrupted  the  bee-hunter,  with  emphasis.  "  No 
one  expects  me ;  no  one  has  a  rit/ht  to  expect  me." 

Tlie  color  stole  into  pretty  Margery's  cheeks  as  she  heani 
the?ic  words,  and  a  ray  of  comfort  gleamed  on  an  imagination 
that,  for  the  last  hour,  had  been  portraying  the  worst.  Still, 
her  genenms  temper  did  not  like  the  idea  of  the  bee-hunter's 
saiTitit-ing  himself  for  those  who  ha*!  so  few  claims  on  him,  and 
she  could  not  but  again  admonish  him  of  the  necessity  of  los- 
ing no  time. 

*'  Von  will  think  better  of  this,  Bourdon,"  the  girl  resumed. 
**  We  are  going  south,  and  cannot  (juit  the  river  with  this  wind, 
but  you  could  not  have  a  better  time  to  go  north,  unless  the 
wind  blows  hanler  than  1  think  it  d(»es." 

*'Thc  lake  is  a  bad  water  for  a  canoe,  when  there  is  much 
wind,"  put  in  (iershom.  yawning  after  he  had  spoken,  as  if  the 
etiort  fatigued  him.  **  I  wonder  what  weVe  all  doing  over  c»n 
this  sitle  t>f  the  river  I  Whiskey  Centre  is  a  goo  1  enough 
country  for  uje ;  I'm  going  back  to  look  arter  my  casks,  now 
I've  breakfasted.     Come,  Doll ;  let's  load  up,  and  be  ort*." 

"You  are  not  yourself  yet,  <iershom,"  returned  the  sorrowful 
wife,  **or  you  woul<i  not  t^dk  in  this  way.  You  ha<l  better 
listi»n  to  the  advice  of  B«>urdon,  who  hiis  done  so.  much  for  lis 
alrea<ly,  an<l  who  will  tell  you  the  way  to  keep  out  of  Injin 
clutches.  We  owe  our  lives  to  liourdon,  (jershom,  and  yt)U 
should  thank  him  ft>r  it." 

Whiskey  C<»ntre  muttered  a  few  half  intelligible  wonls  of 
thanks,  and  ndapsed  into  his  state  t»f  drowsy  inditiert»nce.  The 
l>ee-liunter  saw,  however,  that  the  etfects  of  the  brandy  were 
Icavinir  him,  and  he  man;iged  to  get  him  on  one  side,  when*  he 
persu:Mled  the  fellow  to  strip  and  go  into  the  water.  The  bath 
did  wnnders  for  the  poor  cn»ature,  who  soon  got  to  Iks  so  far 
him!*idf  again,  n»  to  U'  of  use,  instead  of  l»eing  an  incumbranee. 
When  iwdxT,  and  more  esp<*eially  when  sol>er  for  several  con- 
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80(riitive  days,  Oershoiii  was  a  man  of  sufficient  energy,  p<>ss(»>**- 
iiiir  ori|nrinalIy  ccrcat  peivoiial  slrcnji^h  and  activity,  which  ha«l 
]>cen  essentially  les^eiicil,  however,  by  his  oxces<ieH  in  liquor.  It 
hi>  already  1>^.mmi  stated  what  a  ditferent  beinijr  he  became,  in  a 
moral  point  of  view,  after  havinir  been  sober  for  any  lenj^th  of  time.  - 

On  liis  return  from  the  bathing,  le  J>ourdon  af^ain  joined 
the  females.  Mar^xery  had  ]>een  weepinfif ;  but  she  smiled  in  a 
frienilly  way,  on  nieetinc:  his  eye,  and  appeared  h»s«  anxious  for 
his  departure  than  she  h.id  been  an  hour  before.  As  the  day  ad- 
vaneed,  ami  no  sifrns  of  tlie  savacjes  were  seen,  a  sense  of  greater 
seeurity  beiran  to  st<'al  <»ver  the  females,  and  Marjjerj*  saw  h»ss 
neet'>*iity  for  the  <leparture  of  their  new  friend.  It  was  true,  he 
was  Insinir  a  wiml ;  but  the  lake  was  roui^h,  and  after  all  it 
niicrht  be  better  to  \>ait.  In  sln»rt,  now  that  no  immediate 
daiiir^T  was  apparent,  Marjxery  beijan  to  reason  in  confonnity 
with  hrr  >\i^hes,  as  is  ^o  apt  to  be  the  ease  with  the  younir  and 
in«xp«rien«ed.  Th»'  bro-liu!iter  perceived  this  change  in  the 
dt'p«»rtnifnt  of  his  fair  friend,  an<l  was  well  enou«^h  dlsjvoscd  to 
hop.-  it  Would  ailmit  of  a  favorable  eonstructi«)n. 

All  this  time,  tlh'  (^hippewa  had  taken  little  visible  interest 
ifi  tin-  >tat«'  of  tin*  party  to  whieh  he  had  now  attached  himself. 
The  y»rrviou>  iVt'iiini^  had  l)een  fertile  in  excitement  and  in 
jrratiti'-ation,  and  hf  had  siner  slept  and  ate  to  his  entire  con- 
tent, lb-  \\a^  nady  to  in<Mt  events  as  they  miu;ht  arise,  and 
b<"_r.'in  to  plot  tin*  imans  of  obtaininj^  m«>rc  Pottawattamie 
s«;ilp^.  Let  not  tlh-  retiiied  nader  feel  di*iurust  at  this  exhibi- 
ti<«!i  ot'  till-  proprnsitii-s  of  an  Aineriean  siivaije.  Civilized  life 
hri^  had.  aii«l  still  has.  vrry  many  eustonis,  little  less  excusable 
than  that  **\  ^••.lipiiiL:.  Without  drai^irin:;  into  the  account  the 
thoi-and  anil  on«'  sjus  that  disirra<'e  auil  tieform  society,  it  ^ill 
Im-  -iit!i«i»'nt  to  look  into  the  siip^K*  int«'resi  «»f  civilized  warfare, 
in  orhi  to  niak«-  ''Ut  our  tasi'.  In  the  tir»t  plaer,  the  noblest 
stratf.'v  of  thi'  art  i-,  to  pm  tin*  irn-atest  pt>ssible  force  on  the 
IraM  "t'  the  fn«'in\.  an<l  t.»  sl^y  the  weakt-r  party  by  the  mere 
p.iui-r  of*  numbers.  Thiii,  r\ery  enirine  tliat  inj^enuity  can  in- 
\»'nt.  is  dniwn  int..  ih »nlliet  ;  an<l  r»>eketA,  revolvers  »hell«, 
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«n«l  all  other  infernal  devices,  arc  resorted  to,  in  order  to  get 
the  better  of  an  enemy  who  i«  not  provided  with  such  available 
ineann  of  destruction.  And  after  the  battle  is  over,  each  side 
commonly  claims  the  victory ;  sometimes,  because  a  partial  suc- 
cess has  been  obtained  in  a  small  portion  of  the  field ;  some- 
times, because  half  a  dozen  horses  have  run  away  with  a  gun, 
carrj'ing  it  into  the  hostile  ranks ;  and,  again,  because  a  bit  of 
rag  has  fallen  from  the  hands  of  a  <lead  man,  and  been  picked 
up  by  one  of  the  opposing  side.  How  often  has  it  happened 
that  a  belligerent,  well  practised  in  his  art,  has  kept  his  own 
colors  out  of  the  affair,  and  then  boastod  that  they  were  not 
\*M  I  Xow,  an  Indian  practises  no  such  shameless  expedients. 
His  point  of  honor  is  not  a  bit  of  rag,  but  a  bit  of  his  skin. 
He  shaves  his  head  l>ecanse  the  hair  encumbers  him ;  but  he 
rhivalrou'ily  leaves  a  walp-Iock,  by  the  aid  of  which  his  con- 
«]uen»r»  can  the  more  easily  carrj'  away  the  coveted  trophy. 
The  thought  of  cheating  in  such  a  matter  never  occurs  to  his 
unsophisticated  mind  ;  an<l  as  for  leaving  his  *•  colors"  in  bar- 
neks,  while  he  goes  in  the  fiehl  himself,  he  would  disdain  it — 
nay,  canni>t  praetisc  it ;  for  the  obvious  reason  that  his  head 
wiMild  have  to  be  left  with  them. 

Tlius  it  was  with  Pigeonswing.  He  had  ma<le  his  toilet  for 
the  war-path,  and  wa«*  fierce  in  his  paint,  but  honest  and  fair- 
dealing  in  other  particular^.  If  he  could  terrify  his  enemies  by 
Io«»king  like  a  skeleton,  or  a  <lemon.  it  wa**  well;  his  enemy 
Would  terrify  him,  if  possible,  by  similar  means.  l>ut  neither 
would  dream,  «»r^id  <lream,  of  curtailing,  by  a  single  hair,  that 
which  might  be  termed  the  flag-«»tafl*  of  his  scalp.  If  the  ene* 
my  ci»uld  seize  it,  he  was  welct»me  to  the  prize  ;  but  if  he  could 
seize  that  of  the  enemy,  no  s«'ruples  on  the  scon*  of  rt»tinement, 
or  <lelj<'a<*y,  would  be  apt  to  intt»rfen»  with  his  movements.  It 
was  in  this  spirit,  then,  that  Tigeonswing  came  to  the  ean«K.\ 
when»  le  l^Mirdon  was  holdinir  a  little  private  <liscourse  with 
Margery,  and  gave  utterance  to  what  was  passing  in  his  mind. 

••UihmI  time,  now,  get  more  scalps,  I^>ur»h)n,"  said  the  Cliiji- 
jM'wa,  in  his  clipping,  sententious  Enirlish. 
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**  It  is  a  ^ood  time,  too,  to  keep  our  own,  Chippewa,*'  wan 
the  answer.  **Y<mr  scalp-loek  is  too  long,  to  be  put  before 
Pottawattamie  eyes  without  good  looking  after  it." 

"  Xebber  mind  him— if  go,  go  ;  if  stay,  stay.  Always  gooil 
for  warrior  to  bring  home  scalp." 

**Yes;  I  know  your  customs  in  this  respect,  Pigeonswing; 
but  ours  are  different.  We  are  sjitisfied  if  we  can  keep  out  of 
harm's  way,  wlien  wo  liave  our  s<}uaws  and  pnppooses  with  uk." 

**  No  pappooses  here,"  returned  the  Indian,  looking  around 
him — **  dat  your  squaw,  eli  ?" 

The  reader  can  readily  imagine  that  this  abrupt  question 
brought  blushes  into  the  clieeks  of  pretty  Marger}%  making  her 
appear  ten  times  more  handsome  than  l»efore ;  while  even  le 
Bourdon  <lid  not  take  the  interrogator}'  wholly  undisturWd. 
Still,  the  latter  answere<l  manfully,  as  became  his  sex. 

**  I  am  not  so  fortunate  as  to  have  a  squaw,  and  least  of  all  to 
have  ////x/'  siiid  le  Bounlon. 

**  Why  no  hab  her — she  goo<l  squaw,"  returned  the  literal- 
miinird  Indian — **  hairsome 'nough  for  chief.  Vou  ask;  ahe 
hall — know  s<|uaw  well — always  like  warrior  fo  ask  him  fuss; 
den  say,  yes." 

**  Ay.  that  may  do  with  your  redskin  squaws,"  le  Bourdon 
hiistily  replied  ;  for  he  s;iw  that  Margery*  was  not  only  distress- 
ed, but  a  little  displeased — **  but  not  with  the  young  women  of 
the  j>ale-tace«i.  I  never  sj4w  Margery  bef<»re  hist  evening;  and 
it  takes  time  for  a  pale-face  girl  to  know  a  youth.*' 

**  Ju»»t  so  wid  re<lskin — sometime  don't  know,  till  too  lato  ! 
See  j>lenty  «lat,  in  wigwam." 

**Then  it  i-*  very  mueh  in  the  wigwams  as  it  is  in  the  houses. 
I  have,  heani  this  before." 

**  Why  not  sjune  ? — skin  make  no  difference — pnle-&ce  npile 
Hjuaw.  too — make  too  mueh  of  her." 

**  That  can  tinrr  be !"  exclaimed  le  Bounlon,  earnestly. 
**  When  a  pretty,  moilest,  wann-hearted  young  woman  ac- 
ceptH  a  youth  for  a  husband,  he  can  never  make  enough  of 
her!'* 
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Oo  hearing  sentimentA  so  agreeable  to  a  woman's  ears,  Mar- 
gery looked  down,  but  Hhe  looked  pleased.  Pigeonswing 
viewed  the  matter  very  differently ;  and  being  somewhat  of  a 
partinan  in  matters  relating  to  domestic  economy,  he  had  no 
thought  of  leaving  a  point  of  so  much  importance  in  so  bad  a 
way.  Accordingly,  it  is  not  surprising  that,  in  pursuing  the 
subjei't,  he  expressed  opinions  in  several  essentials  diametrically 
the  reverse  of  those  of  the  bee-hunter. 

**  Easy  'nough spile  scjuaw,"  rvjoined  the  Chippewa.     "What        A  •*>. 
she  good  for,  don't  make  her  work  ?     Can't  go  on  the  war-path 
^-can't  take  scalp — can't  shoot  deer — can't  hunt — can't  kill  war- 
rior—so mugs  work.     Dat  what  squaw  good  for." 

**  That  may  do  among  red  men,  but  we  pale-faces  find  squaws 
g«H»d  for  something  else — we  love  them  and  take  care  of  them 
— keep  them  from  the  cold  in  winter,  and  from  the  heat  in 
Miinmer ;  and  try  to  make  them  as  comfortable  and  happy  as 
we  can." 

**  Dat  good  talk  for  young  squaw's  ears,"  returned  the  Chip- 
pewa, a  little  contemptuously  as  to  manner ;  though  his  real 
respect  for  the  Iwe-hunter,  of  whose  prowess  he  had  so  lately 
In'on  a  witness,  kept  him  a  little  within  bounds — **but  it  bcjci 
not  take  nobo<ly  in.  What  Injin  say  to  s<}uaw,  he  do — what 
palf-face  say,  he  no  do.'' 

*'  Is  that  true,  Bourdon  ?"  demande<l  Margery,  laughing  at 
the  Indian's  earnestness. 

**  I  shall  be  honest,  and  own  that  there  may  be  some  truth 
in  it — for  the  Injin  promises  nothing,  or  next  to  nothing,  and 
it  is  ea«y  to  sf|uare  accounts,  in  such  cases.  That  white  men 
undertake  more  than  they  always  pcrfonn,  is  quite  likely  to  be 
the  fa«*t.  The  Injin  gets  his  a<lvaiitage  in  this  matter,  by 
not  even  thinking  of  treating  his  wife  as  a  woman  should  l>e 
treated." 

•'  How  should  tn»at  woman  ?"  put  in  Pigeonswing  with 
wannth.  "  When  warrior  eat  venison,  gib  her  rest,  eh  ?  I  >at 
no  good — what  you  call  good,  den  ?  If  good  hunter  husl»and, 
^he  get  'nough — if  an't  good  hunter,  she  don't  get  'nough. 
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Just  so  wid  Injiii — fminetime  hungn*,  M>nictinie  full  Dat  way 
10  live  !'' 

**  Aye,  that  may  bo  your  re«l  manV  ways  but  it  i»  not  the 
manner  in  whicli  we  wish  to  treat  our  wives.  A»k  pretty  Mar- 
gery, here,  if  she  wouM  be  siitistie<l  to  wait  until  her  hunband 
hail  eaten  his  dinner,  and  then  eome  in  for  the  Kcrapii.  Xo — 
no — Pigeonswing:  we  feed  our  women  .ind  ehildrcn /trW,  and 
come  in  ht'it.  oursrlvi-s.'* 

**  I>at  good  for  jKipj»oosi' — he  little;  want  vcnifi^n — S4|uaw 
tough  ;  uso  to  wait.      Do  htT  gimd." 

Mai-gery  now  lau<;hed  i)Utright,  at  these  s(>ceinien9  of  Indian 
gallantry,  whirh  t>nly  too  well  embody  the  eode  of  the  rcni 
man*s  habits.  Doubtless  the  heart  has  its  influence  among 
even  l\w  mo>t  savage  people,  for  nature  has  not  put  into  our 
brejt^'t'i  tVi-lings  and  pas>ions  to  be  dis<Mrded  by  one's  own  ex- 
pedient^, •  •r  waiit>.  l>ut  iu>  advoeate  of  the  American  Indian 
ha>  r\rr  y«t  been  able  t<»  maintain  that  wimian  tills  her  proper 
\i\ii*'r  in  hi-*  estimate  of  elaim<.  As  for  Marger)-,  though  so 
loll;;  ^ul>je<*t  to  the  whims,  pa^*sions,  and  waywardness  of  a 
flrunkard.  she  had  reaped  many  of  the  advantages  of  ha%'ing 
berii  born  in  that  wonwurs  panidiM>,  New  England.  We  are 
no  i;r»  at  .i-lmirrrs  of  tin-  Irgary  left  by  the  Puritans  to  hin 
di"-4'indaiitN  taken  a>  an  inhtritanee  in  morals,  manners,  and 
eu^toiii^,  anil  as  a  x^hole;  though  there  are  {uirts,  in  the  way 
•  •f  .-.Hli-ils  that  tlMTe  is  no  portion  of  the  Christian  world 
whii-h  niii^ht  n<>t  ib*Mrc  Xn  emulat«'.  In  |>iirtieular,  do  we  ab 
liidi*  to  tin-  i^imatr  put  upi>n,  and  the  tn*atment  nnvived  by 
thfir  Mi>iii«-n.  <  h\r  aliu>i<>n  is  ni»t  to  the  retinements  and  grai*e- 
fuhie>?»  of  iM.li^lMil  intin-iMirs** ;  for  of  thtnt^  the  Hlamey  Rock 
t>f  IMunniith  ha^  tran^mitteil  but  a  meagre  aeeount  in  the  in* 
Vfiitory.  an>l  perhaps  the  lf»  that  i^  sjiid  about  this  ]Nirtioii  of 
thf  family  pn-pi-rty  tin*  bi-tttT :  but.  dropping  a  few  degrees  in 
thu  xH-ial  M-alf.  an>l  eiuniiiv:  down  ti>  the  level  where  we  are 
ai<-uM<>niid  t<>  rfirani  ptople  meri'ly  as  men  and  women,  wo 
:;reatly  ^puMi^tn  if  any  4ithi*r  pi>rtion  tif  the  world  can  funiiih  A 
paralb'l  ti»  the  manly Ui-iilerate.  rational  and  wisely  diMrriini- 
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uating  care,  that  the  New  England  hu»band,  ua  the  rule,  ho- 
»tows  on  his  wife ;  the  father  on  his  daughter  ;  or  the  brother 
on  his  ftlstcr.  Gcrshom  was  a  living,  and,  all  things  considered, 
a  remarkable  instance  of  these  creditable  traits.  When  sober, 
he  was  unifoniily  kind  to  Dorothy ;  and  for  Margery  he  would 
at  any  time  risk  his  life.  The  latter,  indeed,  had  more  power 
over  him  than  his  own  wife  possessed,  and  it  was  her  will  and 
hor  remouHtraiires  tliat  most  fretjueutly  led  him  back  from  the 
verge  of  that  precipice  over  which  he  was  so  often  disposed  to 
('a>t  himsi'lf.  By  some  si>cret  link  she  bound  him  closest  to 
the  family  dwelling,  and  sen-ed  most  to  recall  the  days  of  youth 
and  comparative  innocence,  when  they  dwelt  together  beneath 
the  paternal  roi>f,  and  were  equally  the  objects  of  the  affection 
and  solicitude  of  the  same  kind  mother.  His  attachment  to 
lK>rothy  was  sincere,  and,  for  one  so  often  bnitalized  by  drink, 
frteaily  ;  but  I>f>rothy  could  not  carry  him  as  far  back,  in  recol- 
lections, as  the  one  only  sister  who  had  passed  the  morning  of 
life  with  him,  in  the  same  homely  but  comfortable  abode. 

We  have  no  <lis]M>sition  to  exag»^eratc  the  <*li:iraoter  of  those 
whom  it  is  the  fashion  to  term  the  Aineriran  yeohuMi,  though 
why  such  an  ap]H*Ilation  sliould  be  applied  to  any  in  a  state  of 
Niciety  to  wliirh  leg:il  diMiiictions  are  unknown,  is  what  we 
••ould  never  understand.  There  art*  no  mon*  of  cMjuircs  and 
yeomen  in  this  c<.>untry  than  there  are  of  knights  and  nobles, 
though  the  quiet  nianncr  in  whit'h  the  tranMtit>n  from  the  old 
to  the  new  >tate  of  things  has  been  made,  ha>  not  rendered  the 
public  mind  very  Kcn>ible  to  the  chaut^'s.  But,  recurrini;  to 
the  class,  which  is  a  pOMtive  thiiii;  and  consequently  ought  to 
have  a  n.ime  of  some  sort  or  other,  we  «li>  not  Wlong  to  thojie 
that  can  sound  its  ]>niises  without  some  Lnrge  reservations  on 
the  score  of  lM>th  principles  and  manner^.  Li'ast  of  all,  are  we 
(lisp«»MMl  to  set  up  thcM*  yeomen  as  a  priviK»ged  class,  like  cer- 
tain of  the  titular  statesmen  i»f  the  country,  and  fall  down  and 
worship  a  calf — not  a  golden  one  by  the  way — of  our  own 
M'tting  up.  We  can  see  citizens  in  these  yeomen,  but  ni»t 
prmces,  who  are  to  be  e^pt•<'ially  favon'd   by  lawn  made  t«>  take 
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from  oth(?rs  to  bestow  on  them.  But  makinp;  allowanceA  f«»r 
human  infirmities  the  American  freeholder  l>elonflrK  to  a  claiw 
that  may  justly  hold  up  its  hea<l  among  the  tillerH  of  the  earth. 
He  improves  daily,  under  the  influenee  of  beneficent  lawn,  and 
if  he  don*t  p't  spoiled,  of  which  there  is  some  danger,  in  the 
eairerness  of  factions  to  secure  his  favor,  and  thnmgh  that  favor 
his  rote — if  he  escape  this  danger,  he  will  ere  long  make  a  rea- 
sonably near  approach  to  that  being,  which  the  tongue  of  the 
flatterer  would  h^ng  since  have  persuaded  him  he  had  alreaily 
more  than  got  to  bo. 

Tt)  t>nc  accustomed  to  be  treated  kindly,  as  wan  the  case  with 
Margery,  the  Chippewa's  theor}'  for  the  management  of  S4juawA 
contained  much  to  excite  her  mirth,  as  well  as  her  resentment, 
as  she  now  made  apparent  by  her  ri.'marks. 

**  You  do  not  di'scne  to  have  a  wife,  Pigeonswing,"  she 
cried,  half-laughing,  yet  evidently  alive  to  the  feelings  of  her 
sex  —  '*  can  have  no  gratitude  for  a  wife's  tenderness  and 
care.  I  wonder  that  a  Chippewa  girl  can  be  found  to  liavc 
you  .''' 

"  I)«»n't  want  him,*'  coolly  returned  the  IntHan,  making  his 
pr«'j»arati«>ns  to  light  his  pipe  —  **got  Winnebagi»e  squaw,  al- 
ready :  good 'nougli  for  me.  Shoot  her  t'other  husl»and  an  ] 
taki-  lii*«  scalp— dm  sIio  «Mme  into  my  wigwam." 

*'  Tlic  wH'trh  I"  cxi'lainicd  MargiTv." 

But  this  w:l<^  a  word  tiic  s;iv:ige  did  not  umleistand,  and  he 
coiitiiuhMi  to  putf  at  the  newly  lighted  tobacco,  with  all  of  m 
siiHilcir'f  zral.  When  the  tire  w:tH  secured,  he  found  time  to 
coiitiiiui-  tin*  >ubji*ct. 

*'  Ye*',  dat  ito.mI  war-path — got  rifle  ;  got  wife  ;  got  /iM>s(*alp! 
Hon't  do  >..»  \\«'1L  rl»bi-ry  day." 

**  .\nd  that  ^%oiiian  hofs  your  corn,  and  cooks  vour  veui- 
soil .'"  dcinandt'd  the  bec-huiitcr. 

"  Sartaiii  — capital  good  to  hoe — no  gooil  to  cook — make 
dciT  meat  too  dry.  Want  to  be  made  to  mind  business.  Bve*m 
liv  teach  him.  No  Tarn  all  at  once,  like  pale-faco  pappoose  iu 
M'hool." 
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*'  Pigeonswing,  have  you  never  observed  the  manner  in  which 
the  white  man  treats  his  sqnaw  ?** 

"  Sartain — see  him  make  much  of  her — put  her  in  warm  cor- 
ner— wrap  bUnket  round  her — give  her  venison  'fore  he  eat 
himsiilf— see  all  dat,  often — what  den?  Dat  don^t  make  it 
right.'' 

*'  I  give  you  up,  Chippewa,  and  agree  with  Margery  in  think- 
ing you  ouglit  not  to  have  a  squaw,  at  alL*' 

**Tink  alike,  den — why  no  get  marry  ?"  asked  the  Indian, 
without  circumlocution. 

Margery's  face  became  red  as  fire ;  tlien  her  cheeks  settled 
int^>  the  color  of  roses,  and  she  looked  down^  embarrassed.  The 
boe-hunter's  admiration  was  very  apparent  to  the  Indian,  though 
the  girl  did  not  dare  to  raise  her  eyes  from  the  ground,  and  so 
did  not  take  heed  of  it^  But  this  gossipping  was  suddenly 
brought  to  an  end  by  a  most  unexpected  cause  of  interruption ; 
the  manner  and  form  of  which  it  shall  be  our  office  to  relate, 
in  the  succeeding  chapter. 
8 
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CnAPTER  XI. 

"  So  should  It  N' — f.»r  iiu  hr«rt  N-atii 
Within  hi.H  aM  mu\  >\Uut  bn>a»t: 
To  him  no  tr*'ntle  vnli-f  n*iM'at» 
Th4'  iMNitbin^;  wonlA  that  make  an  blest.** 
Prabodt. 

The  intorni[)ti«>n  came  from  T)ornthy,  who,  on  ascondinp  the 
littlo  lu^iirht,  ha«l  «liscovcro«l  a  «'aiioo  coniini^  into  the  mouth  t»f 
tlie  river,  ami  who  was  ninninjr,  l»n'athloss  with  hasto.  to  an- 
noiiiuo  tht'  rircumstaiioo  to  tho  hoe-huntor.  The  latter  iin- 
mc'liatcly  n'|)airiMl  to  the  finiiH*iu't\  an<l  sjiw  for  himnclf  the 
ohj«M«t  that  .so  justly  lia<l  alarmed  the  wrmian. 

Tlir  r'Aunv  was  nuiiiiirr  \u  from  the  lake,  after  ninninp  l>efore 
the  wiinl,  whirh  ii«»w  heiran  to  jihato  a  little  in  it**  strenjjth,  and 
it  eviijently  ha«l  hovu  endeavoriiijx  to  j»roretMl  to  the  n<irthwarii. 
Tlie  nasoii  fnr  its  enteriiiij  the  river,  was  pmhahly  connected 

with  til »okery  or  too«l  of  the  party,  since  the  lake  was  each 

miiiiitr  irrttiiiir  t«>  he  satVr.  ami  mon»  navii^ahle  for  so  light  a 
craft.  To  if  IJounloiiV  j^rcat  a|)prehension,  he  nhw  the  sava^i^eft 
on  the  north  ^hore  makini;  signals  to  thi**  stnini^^  canm»,  hy 
means  of  sjimke,  an<l  he  tores;iw  the  prohahility  of  his  enemi<ni 
ohtainini:  tin*  means  t»f  erossini;  the  stream,  kIiouM  the  stran- 
prs  |»roriM'.i  in  tlir  ilrsjre.l  <lirecti«»n.  T«>  counteract  thin 
<lr«»ii:n,  lir  ran  tlown  ti»  a  s]>ot  on  the  !»caeh  where  there  wa*  no 
rie» -plant,  an«l  sliouinix  him««elf  to  the  stransrers,  invited  them 
t"  laini  iMi  tin*  south  si.l,..  wliieli  was  mueh  the  nearest,  and  in 
other  \i««iMe  n-«»|M'rts  »|uil<'  as  etuivenient  as  the  opposite  l»ank 
of  ih»*  ri\er.  <  hu-  of  the  strani:»rs  s<ion  made  a  j^?sture  with  an 
arm.  implMmr  as^int,  and  lln'  Imiwh  of  this  stninp^  canoe  wore 
imn.fliitely    turned   t<»ward    the    spot   where   the   l»cc-hunter 

Mood. 
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Aft  the  canoe  drew  near,  the  wliolo  party,  iiicluJing  Pigooii!*- 
winjj,  iraine  to  the  margin  of  the  water  to  receive  the  stran- 
j^'rs.  Of  the  last,  there  were  tliree ;  one  paddling  at  each  end 
of  the  light  bark,  and  a  third  seated  in  its  centre,  doing  nothing. 
A^  the  bee-hunter  liad  his  glans,  with  which  he  examined  these 
visitors  he  wjis  wjon  que8tioned  by  hU  companions  concerning 
tht'ir  clmracter  and  apparent  purpoftCH. 

*•  Who  are  they,  lionrdon  ?"  demanded  the  impatient  Mar- 
giTv — **antl  why  do  they  come  her<;?" 

•'Tlie  iii-st  is  a  question  they  must  answer  for  themselves,  but 
the  {K'rson  paddling  in  the  bows  of  the  canoe  s(*ems  to  be  a 
^%hite  man,  and  a  soldier— or  a  half-soldier,  if  one  may  jadge 
from  his  dress.  The  man  in  the  middle  of  the  canoe  is  white, 
ii\*>*x  ThislaKt  fellow  sc^ems  to  be  a  parson— yes,  he  itt  a  clergy- 
man, though  pretty  well  use<l  up  in  the  wilderness,  as  to  dress. 
The  third  man  is  a  retlskin,  beyond  all  doubt'" 

*'  A  clergy nmn  !"  n'peate<l  Margery,  in  surpriso.  **  What 
hhoul  1  a  clergyman  be  doing  horeT' 

"'  There  are  inlHsionaries  s<'attered  about  among  the  sjivage^. 
1  NUppose  you  know,  and  this  is  prol»ably  t>ne  of  them.  A  l>odv 
ran  tell  one  i>f  them*  jwirsons  by  his  outside,  Jis  far  as  he  can  se.' 
him.  The  |M>or  man  has  heard  of  the  war,  most  likely,  and  is 
tr\ing  to  get  back  into  the  si*ttlements,  while  his  scalp  is  safe 
«>ii  hi^f  head.'* 

•'  l>«»n't  hurt  /r/m,"  put  in  the  Ohipp<'wa,  pointedly.  **  Know 
hi  tilt  Well — talk  about  (rreat  Spirit — Injin  dtMi't  s<.'alp  sich 
niedicine-men — if  don't  miml  what  he  say,  no  good  to  take  his 
H-alp." 

*•  Tm  gliul  to  hear  this  rigctmswing,  for  I  ]uu\  l»egun  to  think 
h*f  man*s  S4*alp  was  safe  under  t/otir  fingi'rs.  But  what  <'an  the 
so'gor  be  doing  down  this-away  .'  A  b«Mly  wouhl  think  there 
wa^  business  enough  f«»r  all  the  s<i'gers  up  at  the  garrison,  at  the 
heail  t»f  the  lake.  By  the  way,  l*igeonswing,  what  luis  l>ecome 
of  y<iur  letter  to  the  captain  at  Fort  lK.>arl>oni,  to  let  him  know 
of  the  war  ?" 

'M.'haw  him  up,  like  so  much  'baccy,"  an- .venMi  the  Chi|>- 
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pewa — **  yes,  chaw  him  up,  lest  l^ottawattainie  get  bold  on  him, 
aii<l  a>k  one  of  King  George's  men  to  read  him.  \o  good  to 
hab  letter  in  sieh  times.'* 

"The  general  who  employed  you  to  carry  that  letter,  will 
waree  thank  you  fL»r  your  care." 

**  ^'es  he  do— t'ank  all  wime — pay  all  hiunc — letter  no  u»« 
n(»w.'' 

**  How  can  you  know  that  i  The  letter  might  be  the  means 
of  previMiting  the  garrison  from  falling  into  the  enemy's  hands."' 

*'<iot  dere,  already.  Garris<jn  all  kill,  scalp,  or  pris'ner. 
Pottawattamie  talk  tell  me  Jut" 

'*  Is  this  possible  I  Mackinaw  and  Chicago  both  gone,  al- 
ready I  John  Bull  must  have  becii  at  work  among  the  savage:! 
a  h>n;^  time,  to  gut  them  into  this  state  of  readiness!" 

**Sartain — v\ork  long  :4>  <'an  'member.  Altanj  somebody 
talkin'  f<>r  jrn-at  Montreal  Fadder  among  red  men." 

**  It  must  be  as  ynu  say,  Chippewa — but,  here  are  our  vim- 
tor'*--let  U"*  sfc  what  we  <'jin  make  i>\'  thtm,"* 

lly  ill  In  time,  the  canoe  wjts  so  near  as  U*  render  it  easy  to 
distiiiLTuish  rttuntenances  and  dress,  without  the  aid  of  the  glA>s 
— s«»  near,  indeed,  tluit  a  bwift-nmving  boat,  like  the  canoe, 
miixht  be  exjMM'ted  soon  to  rcaeji  the  shore.  The  tnith  of  the 
obM-nation  of  the  bee-hunter  was  confirmed,  sis  the  strangers 
approarhe«l.  The  individual  in  the  bows  o(  the  caut»e  w:t» 
cliarlv  a  soMit-r,  in  a  fatigue-dress,  and  the  musket  l>etween  his 
b'js  \\.MH  niH'  nf  th«)se  picces  that  government  furnishes  to  the 
trcM»p>  of  th«'  line.  The  man  in  the  mithlle  <»f  the  boat  euuM 
no  iii(»re  Im*  mistaken  than  he  in  its  bows.  Each  might  be  saitl 
t«»  Im-  in  unif.)riii: — the  well-worn,  nay,  almost  thrcKiban*  black 
coat  itf  tlif  "  minister,"  iis  imich  denoting  him  to  lie  a  man  of 
pea«"e,  ;i^  tin-  fatii;ue-jaeket  and  caj»  »>n  the  person  of  his  hard- 
featured  ainl  weather-beaten  companion  in<licated  that  the  laftt 
wa**  a  man  «»f  war.  As  tur  the  reii  man,  Tigeonswing  deelarvd 
that  he  e«»uld  n^t  \ tt  tell  his  tribe,  th«»ugh  there wa**  that  aboat 
his  air.  attire  and  carria.re,  that  ]»roclaimed  him  a  chief — and, 
riH  the  rhipprua  I'lniie.!.  a  ehief  of  note.     In  another  uinate. 
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the  bows  of  the  light  craft  grated  gently  on  the  shingle  of  the 
beach. 

**  Sago,  sago,"  said  the  soldier,  rising  to  step  ashore — **  sago 
all,  friends,  and  I  hope  we  come  to  a  welcome  camp." 

**  You  are  welcome,"  returned  the  bee-hunter.  "  Welcome 
as  strangerB  met  in  the  wilderness,  l>ut  more  welcome,  as  I  see 
by  your  dress  that  you  are  a  veteran  of  one  of  Uncle  Sam's 
regiments." 

'*  Quite  true,  Mr.  Bee-hunter ;  for  such  I  see  is  ymir  calling 
by  tlte  honey  vessel  and  glass  you  carry,  and  by  the  other  signs 
about  you.  We  are  travelling  toward  Mackinaw,  and  hope  to 
fare  as  friends,  while  we  stay  in  your  good  company." 

'*  In  going  to  Mackinaw,  do  you  expect  to  meet  with  an 
Ameriran  or  an  English  garrison  ?" 

'*  One  of  our  own,  to  be  sure,"  returned  the  soldier,  looking 
up  from  his  work,  like  one  struck  by  the  question. 

*'  Mackinaw  has  fallen,  and  is  now  an  English  post,  as  well 
as  Chicago," 

**Tliis  then,  must  alter  our  plans,  Mr.  Amen!"  exclaimed 
the  soldier,  addressing  the  minister.  **  If  the  enemy  has 
Mackinaw,  it  will  not  do  for  us  to  trust  ourselves  on  the 
island." 

'*  Amen"  was  not  the  real  name  of  the  missionar}' ;  but  it 
was  a  sobriquet  bestowed  by  the  soldiers,  on  account  of  the 
unction  with  which  this  particular  word  was  ordinarily  pro- 
nounced, and  quite  likely,  too,  because  it  was  the  word  of  all 
others  most  pleasant  t4>  their  ears,  after  a  sonnon,  or  a  prayer. 
It  had,  by  long  ust»,  got  to  Ik*  so  familiar,  that  the  men  did  not 
H-ruple  to  use  it  tt>  the  poo<l  man's  face.  ITiis  missionary  was 
a  Methodist ;  a  sert  that  possessed,  in  that  day,  very  few  clergy- 
men of  edueation.  most  of  its  divines  coming  of  a  class  in  life 
that  did  noi  pn.MliHjH»s<»  them  t«»  take  offence  at  light  invasions 
on  their  dignity,  and  wlios(>  zeal  and  habitual  self-denial  had 
seh(H)led  them  into  a  submission  to  far  more  positive  |H'rsonal 
privati<»n<i,  than  any  connecte<i  with  the  men*  tongue.  Iliat 
there  are    '*  wolve*  in  sheep's  clothing'*  among  the  Method- 


17t 


T  II  K      OAK      O  V  K  N  I  ?■  ti  S. 


IMn  a»i  wi'll  as  aiiiiuii;  tlio  <)thiT  rclitri'»n?*  ^«.*^'ts  i*i'  tin*  riHiiit;  v. 
«»iir  ilaily  r\|K'rirn.'«.'  .-.Iiows;  liut  tin*  iiiiii<l  iiniM  Im*  siilly  in- 
I'liiH'il  tolM'I'h'Vf  f\il  of  i)th«'rs  >^lii«-li  ilm-^  iii»t  >i'i'  in  tin-  liuiiiliir 
aihi  iiiitiriiiLT  4-t!'i»rt>  m1'  tlii-*  ]»artii'iilar  svr{  of  Christians,  mimiv 
than  nuTf  tanatiii-iin  i>r  liy|HiiTisy  ran  ]»nMliiri». 

**  Ytiii  an*  riirlit,  <-t»r|M»ral,"  n*turnc*ii  tlir  nii-^sii^nary  ;  •' «.in«T 
this  i.H  the  «-aH\  I  M'l'  no  h»*tt<T  r«iur^r  t'«»r  us  tt»  ]iursiu\  than  tn 
|Mit  onrM*l\«"i  alt«»ir»'thiT  in  thi'  lian<l>  of  t.Jnoah.  Hi*  ha**  ••nnn- 
M'llfii  U-.  wrll.  liithi'i'to.  anil  will  <l«»  lu'ltor  l»y  ns  than  any  «»thiT 
jrui«k'  t<>  hf  t'«»nii»l,  niit  in  this  wililornrss." 

Li-  li'nirh'n  «'«nil«l  sranrly  tni>t  Iii>  Miisf  i»t' lii*arin;r  I  On»iah 
was  th«-  Inijian  appi-llaliiMi  t>t'  thf  ti>rril>h'  anil  most  lirradcil 
-ava;jr,  \\lii»,  in  Kiiirli-h,  wtMit  hy  thf  nann*  uf  Soa I jiiuj;  iVfrr, 
i.r  **  Si-alpini:  l*iti-/'  ami»n«x  all  thr  whiti-  tiwrllor*  on  that  tnMi- 
lirr.  Mii'i  at  all  tlu'  iramMiiiN  of  tin*  AnnTii'ans,  far  aihl  ni'ar. 
'ihf  Iihiian  nanii',  iniJiMiL  wa>  -ai«l  t^)  nii-an  '*  M-al]>.*'  in  st-wral 
i»t'  tin-  'lialcrts  i.f  thi"  Ir«Mjinii^.  |\'rhapN  it  may  Ik»  vvoll.  aUn, 
til  iNjiI.iiri  li«ri'.  that  lln'  ti-nii  ** '/am-^itn"  ili'l  n^t  iniply,  in  thi» 
j.iiiiru.i.:*-  "'f  that  Fi'^i'tn,  tin-  tpi'ip-*  only  uli^  ;r-*rri«»oiir«l  a  jM»«»t, 
I'ljt  it  \v:i- f\«-ii  i»fTrniT  apjilinl  ti»th«*  ]»n>t  it^i-lf  than  ti>  lh«»M» 
V. h««  ht'i'i  it.  Tim**  «»1«L  tin]ity,  an<l  JoM-rti'il  fort-,  ilio>»*  that 
li.i\«"  a'Tii:illy  I'll  II  al»aii-l«'iMil.  aii*!  an-  ih-xoti-il  t«»  «li'ray,  an* 
.■i':ii"--  iii:i\i  r-:il!v  -tv  l«ii  tin*  ••  if.irri*"!!-,"  rxi-n  thi>n*^h  a  smIiHit 
I, III  ii-»t  put  f."tt  in  thiiii  till' a  «iiiartiT  i»f  a  I'finury.  This  [^ 
'■ii«-  -■f'tlii"  }'p«"t^  "f  thi-  «-..j,\«'rtilili'  natim-  **(  ••ur  lan^^uai;*',  "f 
V.  hi.  Ii  :!».  I  ■.iM.in  all"i-N  ^'»  iriany,  an<l  whiili  ha"  i-haiip»il  thi* 
>iij.ill«  r--i/' '1  ii\«i-  iii!"»  •*  i-n-ik"*."  •' lakrs"  intu  "  |nin«ls," 
•■  -'jii.ii'-'"  ill!"  *•  |-;iik-."  JiiiMi'-  I'P'iiH  iia«h'-  «»n  l)h'  waltT  into 
'•  l':itTi  rii  -  :"  Ti»  .1.!  .-t  will,  h  iiin'>\ati>>n->.  I»a"l  a-*  they  may  Ui\ 
.iii'l  i>-  1.  --  iii'l  iiii-mII«  •!  l-'T,  aii«l  wanl«»n  as  thfy  an*,  wo  an» 
I'l'iili  ni"ii-  \\\  Vw-.'j:  t.»  ^lil'iiiif,  than  In  thr  nrw-fani^h'tl  ami  juh- 
I-.  il\  ■il-rfiiii.i:i.'n  ».|" -.ix  iir^  **"/'  a  «»l»  anih«':it."  or  "  •*/*  a  j.hip." 

Will'..    |.    1*1 -iir-l-ij  w.i-   '...    iiiit<-h   a^T.iuinhil    at    In/arini;  the 

t.-n;""'!'    I.. I t'  <  hi«':ili     whi.h   w.i*  t'amiiiar  r!ii>ni;h   to  him, 

i.iMiir't  hi-  \*liii«- •  "iiipiiiii'Mi'.  !••  :r.i\r.l  any  vmtitii>n.  Mail 
•!..    lii.ji.iii   !'«iM  T.  ini.'l  *•  >r;i|j.iii'_'  rrtir."  it    i"  prohalilo  that 
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l»»>lh  I>«»n>thy  and  Margery  would  have  screamed,  if  not  aotually 
fle«l ;  l*ut  they  knew  nothing  af  the  appellation  that  was  given 
to  this  inysterioUH  chief,  in  the  language  of  the  red  men.  To 
this  circumstance,  therefore,  was  it  owing  that  the  utterance  of 
hi.H  name  <lid  not  produce  a  general  commotion.  The  bee- 
hunter  cd>i»er\'ed,  nevertheless,  a  great  change  in  the  demeanor 
of  the  Chip|>ewa,  the  instant  the  missiunary  had  uttered  the 
ominous  word,  though  he  did  not  seem  to  be  alarmed.  On 
the  contrar}',  Boden  fancied  that  his  friend  Pigeonswing  was 
plca*HM],  ratluT  than  terrified,  at  ascertaining  the  character  of 
their  visitor,  though  he  no  longer  put  him>elf  forward,  as  had 
been  the  case  previously ;  and  from  that  moment  the  young 
warrior  appeannl  to  carry  himself  in  a  more  suluiued  and  less 
ci»niident  manner  than  was  his  wont.  This  unexpected  de- 
meanor on  the  part  of  his  friend,  somewhat  confounded  lo 
Bourdon,  though  it  in  a  degree  ri'lieved  his  apprehensions  of 
any  immediate  danger.  All  this  time,  the  conversation  be- 
tween the  missionary  and  tht^  cor]>oral  went  on  in  !Ls  tjuiet  and 
com}N>Hed  a  manner,  as  if  each  saw  no  ground  for  any  other  un- 
e4isine>s  than  that  connected  with  the  fall  of  Mackinaw. 

"Yes,  sir,''  returne<i  the  soldier,  **()noali  is  a  good  guide, 
and  a  gn*at  hand  at  a  ctmneil-tire ;  but  thes4>  is  \iar-tinies,  and 
\ie  must  stjind  to  our  arms,  eai'h  accordin*  t<»  his  edication  and 
temper — yon,  sir,  with  preachin^  and  prayin\  and  I  with  gun 
and  baggifnet.** 

••Ah I  corporal,  the  preaching  and  pniving  would  l>e  of 
'{uite  as  much  account  with  you  men  of  war,  as  your  amis  and 
ammunition,  if  you  could  only  be  ma<ie  to  think  S4».  Iah^Il  at 
Fort  I>t*arbom !  It  was  defended  by  human  means,  having  its 
anniHl  baud,  an«i  its  guns  and  swonis  and  captains  and  coqK>- 
nds ;  yet  you  have  wen  their  pri«b'  lowertnl,  their  means  of 
defenee  destn»yed,  and  a  l;»nre  part  of  yourc«minulesma.vsiii-nMl. 
All  this  has  l>een  done  to  armed  men,  while  the  I^»nl  luis 
bn»uglit  w,  an  unarmed  and  bumble  teacher  of  bin  won],  safely 
out  (»f  the  luinds  <»f  the  Phili^tines,  and  placed  me  here  in  sat'e- 
ty,  oD  the  shores  of  the  Kalamazoo.'* 
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**  For  that  niattvr,  Mr.  Amon,  the  Ix)rd  ha«  done  the  same 
by  ii'f^  with  a  iiiuskct  on  my  shoulder  and  a  bapgonet  by  my 
RJde/'  retiinied  the  literal  ef)rporal.  **  Preachin'  may  be  goo<l 
on  some  marohe.o ;  but  amis  and  ammunition  answen  well 
enough  i>n  others.  Hearken  to  the  Hebrew,  who  knows  all  the 
ways  of  the  wildernesj*,  and  sec  if  he  don't  give  you  the  same 
opinion/' 

'*Thc  Hebrew  is  one  of  the  discarded  of  the  Lonl,  as  he  is 
one  chosen  t»f  the  Lord  I''  returned  the  missionar}*.  **I  agree 
with  you,  however,  that  he  is  as  safe  an  a<]viser,  for  a  human 
adviser,  as  ran  be  ea>ily  found  ;  therefore  will  I  consult  him. 
Child  of  the  seed  of  Abraham,"  he  added,  turning  to  Onoali, 
"  thnu  \\:\>X  heard  thf  titlings  fri»ni  Mackinaw;  we  cannot  think, 
any  louirer,  of  pursuing  our  jouniey  in  that  direction;  whither, 
then,  unuldst  thou  advise  that  we  shall  direct  our  ste|)s  \  I  ask 
this  <jiieMi<»n  of  tht'€  first,  as  an  experienced  and  sagacious 
dwiller  in  the  wilderness:  at  a  more  titting  time,  I  intend  to 
turn  to  the  Lord,  and  seek  divine  aid  for  the  direction  of  our 

fot»t>tep'»." 

*' Aye,"  nbst^n<'d  the  coq>oral,  who  entertained  a  good  deal 
of  respect  for  the  7.eal«»us,  but  slightly  fanatical  missionar}', 
tliouLrh  he  lM'lie\etl  an  Indian  was  always  Kife  to  consult  iu 
matter-  of  tlii-  sort,  '•  try  Itnth — if  one  statf  should  fail,  it  may 
be  Well  to  have  another  to  lean  on.  A  go<»d  s<»ldior  always 
kee]iN  a  part  <»f  hi>  troops  for  a  res<'ne.  1  remember  when 
Mad  Anthony  gav(>  the  command  to  charge  the  inemy,  at  the 
Maw  nice,  we  wa«^  all  tor  going  forward,  like  so  many  furious 
4leviU,  but  ilu'  old  man  siiid,  *  Xo;  keep  them  men  in  resarve,' 
he  Kiiil.  M*i»r  ii«»  one  knows  when  his  tlank  may  U'  tunied,  or 
he  may  cat«"h  a  \«»liey  frt»m  his  rear.'  Well,  what  does  Onoah 
tell  y«»u.  Mr.  Amen  .'" 

r»v  this  time  the  MraiiiTe  liitlian  had  landed,  thus  giving  le 
l>oiinl<>ii  an  op)»ortniiitv  of  examining  his  person  and  attire 
1114. n*  eJMsely  than  he  had  hitherto  done.  Tliis  renowned 
Kivage  -  reuownc'l,  an  fame  i*  reuanled  on  a  frontier,  where  the 
]hM^  of  the  white-^  were  then  a  hundred  leagues  asunder — wai 
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ill  the  8ummer-(JreH8  of  the  woods,  and  uhv  one  acquainted  with 
the  rufttoms  of  the  North  American  Indian  couhl  at  once  per- 
ceive that  he  bore  on  his  per»i>n  the  symbols  of  authority  and 
rank.  The  insignia  of  the  golden  fleece,  or  of  the  Saint  Esprit, 
an*  not  more  infallible  evidences  of  high  personal  degree  among 
the  nobles  «>f  Europe,  than  were  the  emblems  borne  by  this 
sava;^*,  of  his  consideration  among  the  people  of  his  color  and 
origin,  ah»ng  tlie  shores  of  those  wild  and  inland  seas  of  fresh 
water,  which  then  were  seldom  ploughed  by  a  keel ;  which 
have  since  got  to  be  familiar  with  the  steamers,  the  propeller, 
brig,  ship,  and  schooner ;  and  which,  ere  the  <!lose  of  the  pres- 
ent centur}',  will,  in  all  probability,  be  whitened,  like  the  Medi- 
terranean, with  the  canvas  of  the  thousiind  cnift  that  will  be 
required  for  the  navigation  of  their  bor<lers.*  Around  his 
neck  Onoah  wore  what  might  be  tenned  a  gorgi't  of  tubes, 
ma<ie  of  the  reil  pi|H?-stone  of  the  west,  and  which  were  can-ed 
and  wrought  with  care,  if  not  with  much  skill.  Above  this  he 
had  a  rude  representation  of  a  rattlesnake  «lniwn  on  his  bn»ast 
with  yellow  paint.  This  wjis  understood  to  be  the  **tolem," 
or  **  arms,"  of  his  tribe;  though  what  that  tribe  was,  where  it 
dwelt,  or  whence  it  came,  it  was  commonly  believed  among 
Iwjlh  the  redskins  and  pale-faces  of  the  region,  no  one  but  him- 
M*lf  knew.  On  a  small  silver  medal  that  was  suspended  above 
the  gorget  was  stani]K>d  the  image  of  that  cross  »)n  which  the 
S»n  of  <f«Ml,  in  his  human  chararter,  sutlVriMl  d«'ath  for  the  re- 
•It'inption  of  men.  It  would  st'cni  that  this  siivage,  keen,  sharp- 
witted,  and  observant  as  he  was  tlnuigh  not  a  bt-lii'Vfr  in  the 
d^H'trines  inculcatetl  by  the  IVible,  had  none  of  that  holy  horn>r 
of  this  s;t('red  emhiem  that  so  singularly  bcM'ts  the  im.'iginations 
of  many  who  pr«>fess  t4»  plaee  all  their  hopes  of  sjilvation  on  the 
sai-ritice  that  was  made  on  its  great  original.  He  Ht>re  an  an- 
cient medal  of  the  Jesuits,  one  that  had  (lassed  through  gener- 

*  In  rnwitlne  lake  Erl«,  within  tho  U%t  f«-w  ni'iiiihft.  thi-  wriUr,  In  a  run  of  t«rbt%-- 
^Mlr  hiHin.  rt  mnt«-<l  no  ]«•«•  tlu&n  »itty-ilin^>  %r«MrlA,  ni<  t.  n^trUki-n.  nuA  Mt-n.  Ho 
rviurmWr*  tlial  waUr,  In  the  lint  ti  n  \rani  uf  ttit*  |iif»tnt  tvntury,  «li«-n  a  klnutr  tall 
wa«  an  uUjrrt  uf  intrn-at  and  i*uii«Mit>-.  TLr  cbaiurf  uiu»t  hav«  \*rvu  witiivMvtl  tw  be 
ap|<r<-rialM|. 


i 


178  T  II  E     O  A  K     O  P  E  N  I  V  O  K  . 

ations  <»t'  liis  family,  iis  a  jH)litical  ratlior  than  as  a  rclijrious 
symbol,  thoii^rh  portcrtly  awaro  of  the  spirit  in  whirh  it  ha<i 
bcon  tirst  l>o*itn\vtMl.  Hi*  j»n>hahly  sjiw  that  tlio  oro?*s  was  ro- 
voi'imI  l>y  OIK'  rla>s  of  mi>sionarii's,  whilo  anotlicr  scan-e  eiulcav- 
on'<l  to  <'on<'t'aI  tlii'ir  ilintaste  tor  it,  a  circuiii^'taiico  that  mit;ht 
have  c'oiifoii!i<h'<l  a  m.M>j»liytc  <if  k*>^  acuteni.'S'*  than  himself.* 

Ht'iieath  tho  rattl«'>naki',  or  **  toK-m''  of  hi**  triho,  Onoah  hail 
rudely  <lniwn  an  ('X{»an<h'<l  liami,  in  that  attitU(l<*  whi(*h  <lenotos 
caution,  or  '*  howari'."  This  mit^ht  be  termed  the  motto  of  hi* 
eoat  of  arms  ;  tlie  *'y/"t'  //  qui  la  Untchv*^  t>r  **  noli  me  tanjjero/' 
of  his  ilrviri'. 

TIh'  hrad  was  shaved,  as  is  usual  with  a  warrior,  earrkinjr 
only  the  rhi\aln>us  sralp-lork,  but  the  ehief  was  not  in  his 
jjaint.  Tlu'  outline  of  this  orb-brat i*d  savajre's  foatures  wa-HlHibi 
and  eairlt-liki-;  a  cnipari-^on  that  his  steady,  ealm,  piereiuir 
eyr  wril  >uMained.  The  <'hiu  was  full  and  expaniliMl,  the  ii|w 
roiiij)rrN>«  .1  and  tinn,  tht*  torth  wvw  ^hnrt,  but  even  and  !(<>und, 
his  Mnilf  i'<>urte<»us,  and.  at  tiinos,  winnin«;. 

In  till'  way  «'t'  attirr.  <hn>ah  was  >imply  dn*sstMl,  consulting; 
the  s»'a'»«in  an«l  his  jnurin-y.  \\v  had  a  sin^jle  fable's  feather 
attat'liiil  t'»  th»"  sr:iI|K|.M-k,  and  wure  a  brli  of  wampum  of  m<»n* 
than  Usual  \aiU(',  bmi'ath  whieli   ht>  hail  thrust  his  knife  anil 

•  In  tl.i  ••11.  •  ■  f  ill!  rniNi'Jr*.  \\w  rni^*  w.i*  :i<I<i|>ti>l  ;i*  .in  ttiili|<ni  nf  c^-ntral  ii«f 
All  tl.i  'i^'i-  •  .iri'l  i-li-ni  Jii  •>  ^^^r\■  m\'%tuv*\  Mitli  thi^  i<mii  iiiii^  im  imiri^i  «if  ihr  iiri;;!!! 
••I  till  <  •.;.-ii.ii  t.iit)..  Ill  It  i:itiiil  r<-.iiiini'iii><r.i:i>>ri  "f  tin  [>ri<  v  |«.iiil  fiir  I111111.U1  »4l- 
^aiiii!)  \j.- rn.r.  »  wi  n  tii.fli- for  til-  wiii'l'»M  ■«.  ini'l  .1 -iitUt  i*p.>»-»  w.i*  i-ri-«*tri|  iii  ijrii, 
i»ri.  ii«i  t  ..    I  !■  ;i' I.  f.  rill   if  •••'•'••»*■  ■'    1  lir  •'.iiiK  tiiirn:  w .i>  finTn  r<ir  fin  •{••op".  «lii*'ii. 

1>>  r.  Ill  .1  :'i_-  i;,.    |.,i'..  i-».  »..s.;.l  U   f.»iin<l  t iit.rii  t^*  iii.tiix  «  P'*'h  «     'Ihl*  la*!  rii!>ti>ru 

l*«-.iiiii  .•■  ii. :  I     ii.-l  .1  «-■'-.  i-r  I'..-*,-..  Ill  f..  1^    f-.-iii'l  .It  thi*  \«rv  li«Mir  In  nrarir 

t\>  \\  "  ■!  |-  If  .    .. ..  •!•-  r  :-i  !l .-i''^ .  .  i-  ti  »■■  tin   li'iinM-  -t  it»«  llilij*  <if  tin-  'IfK"*  li»l- 

M.t-  ..f  •!,.  I'l.r.f.r.-  !  .;  «.•■.  !.».:•  l.ri'T  ili<  •  |.r  —^rM  i|  tlii  «  fiil'ii-iii«  :il  Iti,  »,ry 
lii-.|iM  T.I  "i'-.  ji  ■  .-•  .■.■!  ir':-  il  -.iirit-  «.rt  :l.r"«:ii.'  ;i-!'|i  ir-'Wii*  .Uiil  «a*!»««ik\ 
i».  ■.!■  !.  I.,  ■■»i'  i!.-;  ».i,.  '  _.  I  t..-  »:•;,  .\.-\  ttiirij  »:•>.  ili.i!,  I  \  tii>  i-r^iniilv  .if 
III  III  11.  :!...  :.-.;!  .  1  ■■i.|.|  't  til  i.J.  {••  \\'\-  .ir  •  -'ri'i.  rr^.l.  ui  tj,.-  r.  ni«'1«  -l  «l»  jn  r.  w  itli  tbr 
Mfi.M  .  •!  ■  :  h  III.  i->  i.tit;i  'll.;<  •<•  •••II,.  tru'i.'  .tm  .-.tiL*  iti  f;ii.hti;:  ihrik«>  i^utrt  lUtU 
iiii'.fi..  .:i.'..  Ill*  ■■{  \\.'  f  r  I.  it.\i..:i  .:iiri  If  iiiiij  tlinii"- Ivv*  in  thi-  \fr*  t«<«lnHim* 
n;  •  i  i.-.ir.t*  <!•■  i.«-  t».  I' r:i  I.  nlir  I  of  "  t>i«- •>iiii(«."y««ir  rj^'r//«firv,  at  thr  |«Trliir 
|.  :  ■  Ml  «.  !..•.-.•...•...  f!..  .1  ».  I.  *•-  l-iii  t)„  .r  li:inil«  wi  r>  rji*-'!  t»i  ili!»|iNlir«-  tbrni  ttvuk 
tl.it  i:i' •■  i<-;r  ■jT' i:«  "f  i"i  |>"*iii'>!i«.  tl..  •iiriirnif  «>f  till- t'biin'fa-^pln*— that  "■llriit 
hii.*<  r   {-■•.t.i  :..'  I-  Ihl-   ikl  >••••'  -  111   iinl>r  t<>  {.iji  ^•tiU  In  lumiir  of  the  vrniJKular)A 
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t  mahnwk ;  a  lififht,  fi^ired,  and  frinj^od  hunting-shirt  of  cotton 
r«>vertMl  his  body,  while  Icfcjjiiigs  of  dccr-skin,  with  a  plain 
ni<»c(*aHin  of  similar  material,  rose  to  his  knee.  The  latter, 
with  the  lower  part  of  a  stout  sinewy  thigh,  was  bare.  He  also 
carried  a  honi  an<l  pouch,  and  a  rifle  of  the  American  rather 
than  of  the  military  fashion — that  is,  one  long,  true,  and  sight- 
ed to  the  <leviation  of  a  hair. 

On  landing,  Peter  (for  so  he  was  generally  called  by  the 
whites,  when  in  courtesy  they  omitted  the  prefix  of"  Scalping**) 
(•ourteously  saluted  the  party  ansembled  around  the  bow  of  the 
ran«>e.  Tliis  he  did  with  a  gnive  countcnaiire,  like  a  tnie 
Anieriran,  but  in  simple  sincerity,  so  far  as  human  eye  couhl 
|M»netrate  his  sem't  feelingn.  To  each  man  he  oflcre<!  his 
hand,  glancing  merely  at  the  two  females ;  though  it  may  l)C 
questioned  if  he  ever  before  had  looked  u|)on  so  perfect  a 
picture  of  female  lovcline.*s  as  Margery  at  that  preeise  instant 
j^resented,  with  her  face  flushed  with  oxritemcnt,  h«»r  spirited 
bhu"  eye  wandrring  with  curiosity,  and  Imt  beautiful  mouth 
sliirhtly  parted  in  admiration. 

•*  Sago,  sago  I"  said  Peter,  in  his  deep,  giittuRil  enunciation, 
speaking  reasonably  good  English.  **  Sago,  sago  all,  olc  and 
y«»ung,  frienil  come  to  see  you,  and  eat  in  your  wigwam — which 
i.ead-rhi*.f,  eh  r 

'*  We  have  neither  wigwam  nor  chief  here,"  answered  le 
I^xinlon,  though  he  alm<>st  shnmk  fr«>m  taking  the  han«l  of  one 
t>f  whom  he  bail  lieanl  the  talcs  of  which  this  siivagc  had  U'cn 
thf  h«To ;  **  we  are  rommon  j»eople,  and  have  no  one  among  us 
who  hnldn  the  States'  eouimis'iinn.  I  live  by  taking  h«»ney,  «)f 
which  you  are  wcleome  to  all  you  ran  want,  and  this  man  Ls  a 
h»»lper  of  tho  sutlers  at  tin*  garrisims.  lie  was  travelling  south 
to  jt>in  the  troops  at  the  head  (»f  the  lake,  and  I  was  going  north 
to  .Mackinaw,  on  my  uay  in,  toward  the  settlements." 

*'  Why  in  my  bn>ther  in  nueh  haste  V*  demamled  Peter,  mibi- 
ly.     **JJees  g««t  tin'tl  of  making  honey  ?" 

**Tlie  times  are  troubled,  and  the  reil  men  have  dug  up  the 
li:itrhct ;  a  pale-fa«'e  rannot  tell  when  his  wiir^»am  is  s:t\'v/' 
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**  Where  my  brodcler  wijip^-ain  ?"  asked  Peter,  l<»oking  warilv 
aroiiinl  liiin.      **  See  he  an't  here ;  where  is  he  .'*' 

**  C>ver  in  the  opening*,  far  up  the  Kalamazoo.  We  left  it 
hi^t  week,  aiul  had  p)t  to  the  hut  on  the  other  shore,  when  a 
party  of  l^ottawattamies  came  in  from  the  lake,  and  drove  u* 
over  here  for  safety/* 

On  hearing  this,  Peter  turned  slowly  to  the  misAionar}',  rais^ 
ing  a  tinger  as  one  makes  a  gesture  to  give  emphasis  to  his 
words. 

*""  T»>le  you  so,''  siutl  the  Iiniian.  **  Know  dere  wa*  Potta- 
wattamie dere.     Can  tell  'em  great  way  otf." 

**  We  fear  them,  having  women  in  our  party,"  added  the 
hee-hunter,  *'an<l  think  they  might  fancy  our  scalps." 

'*  Dat  like  en*mgh  ;  all  Injin  h>ve  scalp  in  war-time.  Vou 
Yankee,  dey  Hr'ish  ;  can't  travel  on  simie  path  now,  and  not 
quarrel.      Must  not  let  Pottawattamie  catidi  you." 

*'  ll(>w  are  we  to  help  it,  now  you  have  come  in.  We  had 
all  I  he  caiKies  on  this  side  of  the  river,  and  were  pretty  safe, 
hut  slmuM  yon  cross  and  place  yiuir  canoe  in  their  hands,  then* 
i-i  iH»thing  to  pn'Vcnt  them  from  «loing  what  they  pleasi^  with 
n»i.  If  you  will  promisi*  not  to  cross  the  river  till  we  can  get 
out  \\r\\  on  the  lake,  we  may  shift  our  ground,  however,  and 
leave  no  tniil." 

**Mu>'^  eross  over — yes,  muss  cr«>ss  «»vcr,  else  Pottawattamie 
t'ink  it  strange — yc^  muss  cross  ovt-r.  Shan't  touch  canoe, 
d-iiirh." 

''  How  i-an  you  help  it,  if  they  he  s«»  minded  f  You  are  but 
a  siiiirle  man,  and  they  are  twenty  .'" 

<hi  heariiii;  this,  <'or]»oral  Flint  prieked  up  his  care,  and 
stood  if  ]»o*».il,|«.  nit»re  ereet  than  e\er,  tor  he  i'onsi«h»red  him- 
self a  part  of  a  man  at  least,  and  one  mori'over  who  had  M.*r\*iHl 
in  all  the  wars  i»f  the  w.'^t,  from  the  i;real  liattle  of  St.  i'lair  to 
that  of  Mad  Anthony.  He  was  ^pan-d  the  necessity  of  a  reply, 
however,  for  Peter  made  a  significant  gestun*  which  as  much  as 
t<>M  him  that  he  w«>uld  take  that  ottice  on  hinihelf. 

*•  No  nei'd  hr  afeard,"  Kud   Peter,  ijuietly.     '*  Know  Potta- 
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i^atUmie — know  all  chief.  Nobody  touch  canoe  of  Onoah 
when  he  say  don't  touch  hini." 

**  Vet  they  arc  Injins  of  the  British,  and  I  sec  you  here  in 
company  with  a  soldier  of  Uncle  Sam." 

'*  No  matter  ;  Onoah  fg;o  just  where  he  please.  Sometime  to 
Pottawattamie  ;  sometime  to  Iroquois.  All  Ojebways  know 
Onoah.  All  hIx  nation  know  him  well.  All  Injin  know  him. 
Even  Cherokee  know  him  now,  and  open  ears  when  he  speak. 
Mu>s  cn>s8  river,  and  shake  hand  with  Crowf^feather." 

There  was  nothing  l>oastful,  or  vaunting,  iu  lectors  immner 
while  he  thus  announced  his  immunity  or  power,  but  he  alluded 
to  it  in  a  quiet,  natural  way,  like  one  accustomed  to  bi'ing  con- 
hidered  a  personage  of  consequence.  Mankind,  in  general, 
make  few  allowances  for  the  influenre  of  habit ;  the  sensibilities 
of  the  vainglorious  themselves  being  quite  as  ot\en  wounded 
by  the  most  natural  and  «lirect  allusions  of  those  who  enjoy  a<l- 
vantages  superior  to  their  own,  as  by  those  that  are  intended 
t4>  provoke  comparisons.  In  the  present  instance,  however,  no 
burh  feeling  could  i'xist,  the  Indian  asserting  no  more  than  his 
extendetl  reputation  wouKl  fully  maintain. 

When  Peter  had  thus  expressed  himself,  the  mi>sioiiary 
thought  it  meet  to  a<id  a  few  words  in  explanation.  This  he 
dill,  iKiwfver,  aside,  walking  a  little  apart  with  the  bee-hunter, 
in  onler  so  to  di>.  As  for  Uersh«>m,  no  one  seeme<l  to  think 
him  f>f  suflicient  importance  to  throw  away  any  inten'st  or  care 
on  hitn. 

**  Yon  can  tru«*t  to  Peter,  friend  U'c-hunter,"  the  missionar}' 
<dis«'rved,  •*  fnr  what  he  promises  he  will  pertorm.  I  know  him 
well,  and  have  put  myM*lf  altogether  in  his  hands.  If  he  says 
tliat  ihe  Pottawattaniies  an'  not  lt>  have  his  canoe,  the  Potta- 
wattamies  will  not  gi*t  it.      He  is  a  man  to  be  de(»ended  on.*' 

*•  Is  not  this,  then,  S-alping  Peter,  who  bears  so  terrible  a 
name  on  all  this  frontier  T*  demanded  le  Bourdon. 

**  The  same;  but  do  not  disturb  yourself  with  mintrs:  thrv 
hurt  no  one,  and  will  soon  Ik*  foi^otteu.  A  descendant  «  f 
Abrahjiiu,  and  of  Isaac,  and   of  Jacob,  is  not  pUced  in  tl.e 
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wililcrness  hy  the  lian*l  of  divine  power  for  no  purpose;  wncc 
lie  is  lioro,  nly  on  it,  it  is  for  ffoo«l/' 

*' A  (les<*en«lant  of  Abmliaiii,  and  Isaac,  and  Jacob!  U  Dot 
iVtor.  then,  a  redskin  and  an  Injin  r 

**  Certainly;  thouf^li  no  <»ne  knows  his  frlfn'  but  myself.  I 
know  ii,  friend  bee-hunter,  and  shortly  shall  proclaim  it  thnuigh- 
out  the  lentil  and  l»readth  of  the  iantj.  Yes  it  hiiA  Im^d  given 
to  mr  to  make  this  important  discovery,  tliough  I  Bonietiinet 
think  that  l*eter  himself  is  really  iis  ignorant  as  all  around  him 
of  the  tribe  to  which  he  properly  belongs." 

*'I)o  you  wi«ih  to  keep  it  a  t»ei*n.'t  from  me,  too?  1  own 
that,  in  my  eyes,  the  tribe  of  a  redskin  goes  a  good  way  in 
making  up  my  i>pinions  of  the  man.     Is  he  a  WinneltagcK?  C 

**  No,  my  friend,  the  Winnebagoes  liave  no  claims  on  him  at 
all/' 

**  Nor  a  Pottawattamie,  Ottawa,  or  Ojcbway  of  any  80rt?" 

''Jle  i*^  none  of  thesr.  IVter  Cometh  of  u  noldcr  tribe  than 
any  that  brarcth  such  names." 

**  rcrhji|»>  he  i>  an  liijin  of  the  Six  Natii»ns  ?  'fliey  tell  me 
that  many  such  have  found  tlieir  ^^ ay  hither  since  the  war  of 
the  rc\oluti«»n." 

"All  ihat  may  be  true,  but  Teter  comet  h  not  of  Pottawatta- 
mil',  <Mtaua.  ih»r  <  )jebway." 

"  Hi"  can  h.irdix  be  of  th«'  Sacs  tir  the  F«»xe«;  he  has  not  the 
appe.iraih'c  -4' ;in  Injin  lp»m  a  region  "i^i  tar  west." 

**  Neiilii'i,  iii'ithrr.  neither,"  answered  ]*ars«>n  .\men.  now  m) 
till!  I'f  hi-  M«  ret  ;i-  fairly  tti  h-t  it  o\ertlow.  »»  Peter  ii*  a  Aou..of 
Krael  :  oih-  ••{'  the  IiM  ehildnn  of  the  land  of  Judea,  in  eom- 
uu*u  uitli  niaii\  «»f  }ii^  re«l  brethren — mind,  I  do  not  say  <>//« 
but  >%itli  tiiiitii/  .if  hi-  reil  brethren — though  lie  may  not  know 
e.xaetU  of  w hat  tril)e  IiiiUM'lf.  This  la>t  point  has  exemsed  me 
griatl\,au.l  da} ^  and  nii:ht-  ha\e  1  p«>nilere«l  over  the  fm^tiv. 
'liirn  til  <M-iie-i-  \li\  an«l  1  tth,  and  there  will  you  find  all  tlie 
authoriti«'H  reenrtleil.  '  /«')iul'in  shall  dwell  at  the  haven  of  the 
sea/  That  ret'ep.  ti»  st»me  «»ther  red  brother,  neaitT  to  the 
ciia-t.  npM  clearly.      "  l*>>jieliar  is  a  strong  :ims,  en>uehiiij(  down 
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iK'tweon  two  burdens;'  *and  bowed  his  shoulder  to  bear,  and 
b«MMiiio  a  t«ervHnt  unto  tribute.*  That  refers,  most  manifestly, 
to  the  bhu'k  man  of  the  Southern  states,  and  cannot  mean  Peter. 
'I>aii  shall  be  a  srrjH'nt  by  the  way,  an  adiler  in  the  pjith.' 
There  is  the  red  man  for  you,  drawn  with  the  pencil  of  truth  ! 
MJml,  a  tn)op  shall  overcome  him.'  Here,  corj)oral,  come  this 
way  and  tell  our  new  friend  how  Mad  Anthony  with  his  troof>er/t 
linally  r<)Uted  the  n^dskins.  You  were  th*'re,  and  know  all 
alnrnt  it.  No  language  (ran  be  plainer:  until  the  *  long-knives 
and  leather-stockings'  came  into  the  woods,  the  red  man  had 
hi"*  way.     Against  ///^m,  he  mnltf  not  prevail." 

**Yes/'  n'turned  Corporal  F'lint,  whi»  delighte<l  in  talking  of 
thii  wars,  **it  was  ver}'  much  as  Parson  Amen  sjiys.  The  siivages, 
by  their  nimbleness  an«l  artitices,  would  first  ambush  us,  and 
then  hreak  away  from  our  <'lwirges,  until  the  gin' ml  bethought 
him  <if  bringing  cavalry  into  the  wilderness.  Nobody  ever 
thon|rjht  of  such  a  plan,  until  old  Anthony  invented  it.  As  soon 
a«*  wj»  got  the  tire  of  the  sivages  at  the  Mawmee,  we  charged 
T»ith  the  bjij^onet,  and  put  'em  up;  and  no  sooiut  was  they 
up,  than  away  went  the  horse  into  them,  flourishing  the  '  long 
knit\'.'  and  pressing  the  heel  of  the  '  leather-stocking'  inti>  the 
flanks  of  their  beasts.  Mr.  Amen  ha**  found  a  varsc  in  Si-ripn 
tur'fi  that  d«K*s  come  near  to  the  p'iiit,  and  almost  foretells  our 
virton",  and  that,  too,  as  plain  as  it  >tood  in  dispatches,  arter- 
wanl,  from  head-quarters." 

•'^<fad,  a  fntftjt  shall  overcome  him,'  "  put  in  the  missionarj*, 
1riuni|diantly. 

•'That's  it  that's  it;  then*  w;is  just  one  trt»op  on  'em,  an«i 
not  a  man  more!  Mad  Anthi>ny  said  a  troop  would  answer, 
arter  we  had  put  the  redskins  up  out  of  their  ambushes,  or  any 
<ither  bu<«lies:  and  so  it  diil.  I  mu^t  aekni>wlcdge  that  I  think 
more  of  the  Seriptur's  than  ever,  since  l*arson  Amen  n*ad  to 
iiu'  that  varse." 

'•  Hearken  unto  this,  frien<l  hee-hunter,"  adde«l  the  mission- 
ary, whi>  by  this  time  ha<l  fairly  mounted  his  ho)>by,  and  fan- 
cieil  he  »aw  a  true  Isnielite  in  ever\-  other  In«iian  of  the  west. 
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**  aiul  tell  me  if  wonls  were  ever  more  prophetitr — *  BenjaiiiiD 
shall  ravin  ils  a  wolf:  in  the  morning  he  shall  devour  his  prey, 
ami  at  iii^ht  he  shall  divide  the  spoil/  The  art  of  man  could 
nut  tlraw  a  mure  faithful  picture  uf  these  Indian^.** 

i^'den  was  not  much  skilleil  in  saered  lore,  and  scarce  kne«¥ 
what  to  make  of  all  this.  The  idea  that  the  Amerioan  Indian* 
were  the  desn-ndants  i»f  the  lost  tribes  of  Israel  was  entirely 
new  to  him ;  nor  did  he  know  any  thin<;  to  hoast  of,  toutduni^ 
those  trihes,  even  in  their  ]>almiest  days,  and  while  in  poftsi^s- 
siiui  i»f  the  }>roniiMMl  land  ;  >till  he  had  some  confused  recollec- 
tion of  that  which  he  had  read  when  a  ehihl — what  Anieriean 
has  not  ' — and  was  enahled  to  put  a  (|uestiun  or  two,  in  return 
for  the  informatii>n  ni»w  nreivetl. 

*•  What,  do  you  take  the  sjivaj^»s  of  America  for  Jews  ?  he 
^•iketL  uniicrstandin^  the  general  drift  of  the  missionar}'V  mean- 
iiiiX. 

**  A-",  surr  a>  you  are  there,  friend  hee-liunter,  though  you 
an-  i.ot  to  suppoM.'  that  I  think  IN-terChioah  of  the  tril»e  of 
Benjaniin.  No,  1  turn  t«>  the  *Jlst  verse  for  the  triU'  of  Peter 
Naplilliali — XaphthaliN  the  root  of  hi>  Moek.  *  Xaphthali  i;*  a 
hind,  let  lo.iHi.-:  he  iriv^-th  ^•>odly  words.'  Xow,  wliat  can  l»c 
plainer  than  xU'i^  :  A  hind  let  loose  is  a  deer  running;  at  lar^e. 
and,  )»\  a  nntaphor,  that  deer  includes  the  man  that  hunts  him. 
NiiW.  Peter  has  heeii — nay,  is  still — a  renttwned  hunter,  and  is 
intended  to  he  enumerated  anion^  the  hinds  let  loust* ;  *  he 
^ivetli  i;-»oilly  wonls,'  \sould  set  that  point  at  rest,  if  any  thin;x 
y^^Tv  \\:intini;  to  put  it  iM-yonil  ♦••>ntroversy.  for  (Mioah  is  the 
ni'-t  eliMim-nt  -speaker  ear  ever  li-otened  to  !  No  one,  that  has 
e\i  r  hi  :ird  iiini  speak,  eandouht  that  he  is  the  one  who  *  pvcth 
«: il\   w«»rir>.'" 

T<>  wli.-it  othi-r  <'iri-uin>«tanee  the  well-intentit>ned  missionary* 
\\<»uM  iM'M  h:i\e  ailudi-«l,  in  the  course  of  this  denumst ration  uf 
a  thc.>i\  ili:it  h:i<l  x^itX  !«•  lie  a  fa\orite  with  him,  is  more  than 
can  nou  be  nlated,  since  the  Indian  hiniM'If  dri'W  near,  an<l 
put  an  end  to  tin-  conversati<»ii.  i'eter  had  niaile  up  hi»  niiuil 
to  eross  the  river  at  once ;  anii  eame  to  sav  as  much  ti»  his  rmu- 
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panioDB,  both  of  whom  he  intended  to  leave  behind  him.  Le 
Boardon  could  not  arrest  this  movement,  short  of  an  appeal  to 
fiorce ;  and  force  he  did  not  like  to  use,  doubting  equally  its 
justice  and  ita  prudence. 
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CllArrEU  XIL 


*  Thf  re  In  no  ttthtr  ImimI  llki-  thw. 

No  (li-un-r  ^h(>^■ : 
Th»ui  urt  tin-  .-h.IUT  f»f  tlit-  (rrv; 
Thr  hoiiu'.  tlir  iNirt  of  llU-rty 
Thoii  hu-t  In-rn.  urwl  phult  vwr  bu 

Till  tliii.-  is  oVr 
Kn'  1  (nTi:vt  tf»  think  u|Min 
Mr  lainl,  ^lia^  inutlitr  riirM*  tbc  mid 

{?li«  I" in'." 

PCBTIVAU 


TiiK  iii<lrjKMi«lfnt,  not  tu  say  oinitroHiiig,  inanncr  <»f  Peter, 
Avuiilil  MMMii  to  put  all  rt'iiioiistniiiccs  ainl  arp^iniieiitH  atdotiance. 
Lt'  iMtiinitiii  soon  hatl  oc^'aMoii  to  sfo  that  both  tho  iiii^Hiuiuiry 
aii<l  tlic  <*ur)>oral  subinittod  Xa  his  wishes,  and  that  there  was 
no  use  ill  <raiiiv:iyiii<;  any  tliiii*;  lie  proposoil.  In  all  luattciH  he 
<li<i  :t*i  h«'  )»lrase<l ;  hi^  two  companions  sulmiittin^  to  his  will 
a^  i-onipli-l4'ly  a^  it*  oik'  of  them  had  seen  in  this  supposed  ehild 
«*t'  Nrarl.  .1  ovinia,  the  son  ot*  Nun,  and  the  other  even  Aaron, 
llie  liiL^li-priiM,  liiniM'lf. 

I'lliT*-  |»rep;irations  were  nnin  nuule.  Every  thiuf^  belong 
iiti;  ti»  thi-  nijo^ioiwiry  ami  tlie  ei>rporal  was  removed  fitMn  the 
•  :iii«M\  wlii'li  tlirii  roiitaihrd  only  the  extni  elothinf^  and  the 
•^lirrial  properly  ot'  the  Indian  liiiiisi'lt*.  A**  siH>n  as  readv,  the 
l:itt»T  «jui«tly  uinl  tVarlr^-^iy  paddleil  away,  his  cauue  goinir 
I'A^Wy  aipj  ^\%it'ily  down  l>rtore  tlir  win<l.  He  had  no  sooner 
•jot  rltar  iit"  tin*  riti',  than  the  iM-ediunter  and  Margerv  ran 
aua\  t«>  the  fniint-nct*,  to  uati'h  his  inovenientft,  and  to  Dole 
lii^  rerijition  ain<»iiL;  the  ]*i»ttawattainies.  Ix'avinf;  them  there, 
\\r  ^UiiW  aecouipany  the  eanoe,  in  its  prugresa  toward  thenoffUi- 
«rn  -jmre. 
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At  first,  PvtiT  |>;i«1.1KnI  (jiii(>tly  on,  as  if  he  had  no  other  ol»- 
jort  iM'fori'  liitn  tliaii  tlu'  pa-i-^ai^?  of  tlie  river.  When  quite 
flt*ar  of  the  ri'*e,  liowever,  he  ee.ise  I,  and  undid  his  bumiie  of 
eIotli«'>,  wliieh  were  eanrfully  [)Ut  away  in  tlie  knapsaek  of  a 
!*iddier.  F'n>ni  this  rejM)sitory  of  liis  effeets,  the  ehief  carefully 
drew  forth  a  small  hunille.on  opening;  which,  no  less  than  seven 
fresh  human  M-alps  appeared.  These  lie  amm^ed  in  order  on" 
a  wand- like  |H»le,  when,  s;iti>tied  with  the  arranjj^enient,  lie  re- 
sunii'd  the  p.ifldle.  It  wjus  ap]»:irent,  from  the  tirst,  that  the 
pot  taw  at  t  amies  on  the  north  shore  had  si*en  the  strange  canoe 
wluMi  it  iMitered  the  river,  and  they  now  e<»llecte«l  in  a  ^fniup, 
at  thi*  t»r»linary  landinj;  heneath  the  chifitt*\  ti»  await  its  ap- 
proach. Peter  ceaM'tl  his  «»wn  exertion,  Jis  soon  as  he  liail  <^)t 
within  a  hundred  yards  of  the  Uvirh,  took  the  s<*alp-pole  in  his 
liaud,  arosi*,  and  permittcil  the  canoe  to  drit\  down  iK'fore  the 
wind,  certain  it  would  take  the  dcsin»d  direction,  from  the  eir- 
cumstaiK'O  of  his  havin«r  placed  it  precisely  to  windward  of  the 
landintr.  <.>nr«'  or  twice  ho  slowly  waved  th«'  pi>le  in  a  way 
to  dniw  attention  to  the  sralp>,  which  wen»  suspended  fn»m  its 
end,  ca<di  olivious  and  distinct  from  its  companions. 

NafM»letin,  when  he  n»turncd  from  the  campai«rii  of  Auster- 
litz:  or  Wellinjrton,  when  he  entered  the  llou-ie  of  ('omiuonn 
tt»  n^-eive  the  thanks  of  its  speaker,  on  his  return  from  S|>ain  : 
or  the  «'hief  of  all  the  battles  of  the  Kio  liravo  del  Xorto  :  or 
him  t»f  the  valley  of  Mexic<»,  whos**  exphuts  I'airly  rival  those  of 
< 'ort«-s  hims4'lf,  <'ould  s«'arccly  he  a  subject  of  ^r»*ater  inten^st  t«i 
a  body  of  Kpfctiitor^,  asM-mbleil  to  ilo  him  honor,  than  was  this 
wdb known  Indian,  as  he  dn-w  near  to  the  I*ottawattamies. 
waviiiif  lii<  H'alps,  in  si«;nitica!it  triumph!  <ilt»ry,  as  the  hom- 
•ip»  piid  by  nmnto  military  rcih»wn  i-*  termed,  wastheconimou 
impuNe  with  tln-m  all.  It  is  tnic,  that,  measnn*il  by  the  st.nnd- 
anU  of  re.'isi»n  and  ri«^ht,  the  wi»c  and  ]\\>X  mii^ht  tind  iiiotiveH 
for  apprei'iatin^  the  vicii»rieN  of  tho^e  natiied  tlitferently  fnun  the 
manner  in  which  they  are  u^^uhIIv  n'lrarded  thniui^h  the  atmits- 
phere  of  Huccess ;  but  in  tin*  common  niiiiil  it  w:is  all  trli>ry, 
alik".     The  name  of  'M)uoah**  pjisM*!  in  murmurs  of  ad  mini- 
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tion,  from  mouth  to  month ;  for,  as  it  appeared,  the  penon  of 
this  renowned  Indian  \va«»  rcoorrnized  by  many  on  the  shore* 
somo  time  ore  ho  roached  it  himself, 

Crowsfoather,  and  the  other  chiefs  advanced  to  meet  the 
visitor :  the  younfr  nien  standin^r  in  the  backpt>uDd,  in  Te»pect- 
fill  ailiniration.  Peter  now  stepped  from  the  canoe,  and  grreet- 
ed  each  of  the  principal  men  with  the  courteous  gravity  of  a 
Ravatr<*.  He  Rh<mk  hands  with  each,  calling  one  or  two  by 
name,  a  proof  of  the  parties  haviiijj  met  before ;  then  the  fol- 
lowiiiiT  dialoffiie  occurred.  All  spoke  in  the  tonpie  of  the 
Vottawattamies,  but,  as  we  have  had  occasion  to  remark  on 
provi»>us  ocrasi«ins,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  reader  would 
scam-ly  bo  able  to  understand  wh.it  was  said,  were  we  to  re- 
cord it,  won!  for  word,  in  the  lanfi^iA^c  in  which  it  was  attered. 
In  oons<M|uence  of  this  difficulty,  and  for  other  reasons  to  which 
it  may  not  bo  iiocossarv'  to  allude,  we  shall  eniieavor  to  trans- 
l.ito  that  whiidi  parsed,  as  closely  as  the  English  idioms  will 
prmiit  us  so  to  do. 

**  My  father  is  very  welcome  I''  exclaimed  Orowsfcather,  who, 
by  many  ileirrees,  exceoiled  <ill  his  companions  in  consideration 
and  rank.  *'  I  see  he  has  taken  many  s<*alps  as  is  his  practice, 
anil  that  tho  pale- faces  are  daily  getting  to  be  fewer.  Will  the 
sun  cviT  rise  on  that  day  when  their  wigwams  will  look  like  the 
braiK'hi's  of  the  oak  in  winter.'  Can  my  father  give  na  an j 
linpr  of  srriniT  that  hour.'*' 

•*  It  is  a  Innir  path  from  the  s;ilt-lake  out  of  which  the  son 
ri-'f'^,  to  that  othrr  salt-lake  in  which  it  hitles  itself  at  night. 
Tilt*  -nn  •«lorp<^  carh  nirrht  beneath  water,  but  it  is  so  hot  that 
it  i^  *>i>oii  ilricd  whiMi  it  conies  (»ut  of  its  bed  in  the  morning. 
llii**  i**  thi'  <iri'at  Spirit's  doings  and  not  ours.  The  sun  u  his 
•*un  :  tlto  Imlian**  i-an  warm  thi*msHves  by  it,  hut  they  cmnnM 
•ihi»rt«-n  it-*  jnuniry  a  >iiiirlo  tomahawk  handIe*H  length.  Ttie 
vtnif  i-  tnir  ot*  tinii':  it  brloiiir^  to  the  Maniton,  who  will 
l.'iiirtlirii  i.r  sliMrt^-n  it,  as  he  may  st»e  fit.  We  are  his  chil- 
dren, and  it  i<<  ••tir  duty  to  submit.  He  lias  not  foi|potteB 
n^.     llo  iiia4li'  M^  \\\{h  his  o\in  hand,  and  will  no 
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US  out  of  the  land  than  a  &thcr  will  turn  his  child  from  the 
wigwain." 

"  We  hope  this  is  so  ;  but  it  does  not  sfem  thus  to  our  poor 
we4ik  eyes,  Onoah.  We  count  the  pale-faces,  and  every  summer 
they  j^ow  fast  as  the  grass  on  the  prairies.  We  can  see  more 
wheu  the  leaf  falls  than  when  the  tree  is  in  bud ;  and,  then, 
mure  when  the  leaf  is  in  bud  than  when  it  falls.  A  few  moons 
will  put  a  town  where  the  pine  stood,  and  wigniams  drive  the 
wolves  fn)m  their  homes.  In  a  few  years  we  shall  have  nothing 
but  dogH  to  eat,  if  the  pale -face  dogs  do  not  eat  us." 

'*  Squaws  are  impatient,  but  men  know  how  to  wait.  This 
land  was  given  to  the  red  man  by  the  <jreat  Spirit,  as  I  have 
often  told  y<m,  my  childn»n ;  if  he  hi\»  let  in  the  pale-faces  for 
a  few  winters,  it  is  to  punish  us  for  having  done  wrong.  Now 
that  we  are  sorr}'  for  what  we  have  done,  he  will  help  us  to 
drive  away  the  strangers,  and  give  us  the  \\<  >ds  again  to  hunt 
in  by  ourselves.  Have  not  messengers  from  our  Great  Father 
in  Mi»ntreal  been  among  the  Pottaw attain ies  to  strengthen  their 
hearts  f 

*'They  are  always  whispering  in  the  ears  of  our  tribes.  I 
cannot  remember  the  time  when  whispers  from  Montreal  have 
not  been  among  us.  Their  blankets  are  warm,  their  linvwater 
is  strong,  their  powder  is  good,  and  their  rifles  shoot  well ;  but 
all  thi«  does  not  stop  the  children  of  Uncle  Sam  from  being 
more  at  night  than  they  were  in  the  morning.  The  red  men 
get  tired  of  counting  them.  They  have  l>ecome  plentier  than 
the  pigeons  in  tlie  spring.  My  father  has  taken  many  of  their 
ftcalps,  but  the  hair  must  grow  after  his  knife,  their  scalps  are 
*•>  many." 

**  See  I'  rejoined  l*eter,  lowering  his  pole  so  that  all  might 
exaniine  his  revolting  tropliies,  **  these  come  from  the  soldiers 
at  the  head  of  the  lake.  Blackbinl  w;is  there  with  his  young 
men  ;  no  one  of  them  all  got  as  many  scalps  !  This  is  the  way 
t4>  Atop  the  white  pigeon  from  flying  over  us  in  such  flocks  as 
to  hide  and  darken  the  sun.** 

Another  munnur  of  admiration  passed  through  the  crowd. 
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a<  (':i4-li  yoiiiiff  warrior  hont  ft>rwan!  to  count  the  number  of  tlie 
»*'al|»s  ami  to  note,  l>y  signs  familiar  to  thcmsiclveff,  the  ages, 
H'x.  and  ron<liti«»n  of  the  dirteront  vidinis.  Here  was  uiotli4T 
instance  ainnnjj  a  Imiitlred  others  of  wliirh  they  had  heard,  of  thu 
}»ro\vess  of  the  mysterious  On(»ah,  as  well  as  of  his  inexting^i»]i- 
able  liatred  of  the  race,  tliat  was  Rh»wly,  hut  uiicrrinjifly,  nup- 
plant in<r  the  aneient  stoek,  eausin^  the  plaees  that  once  knew 
the  j)eoj»h?  of  their  trihes  "to  know  them  no  m<ire."  Ah  «o*m 
as  this  litth'  Imrst  of  feeling  had  subsided,  the  convciKititin 
Went  on. 

**  \V<*  have  ha<i  a  pale-fa<M'  medicine-man  amon^  us,  Onoali.** 
(*nntiiiii«>d  Onwstrather,  **  and  he  lijis  so  far  Minded  us  that  »e 
kni»w  not  what  t«»  think/* 

Til*'  «'hi«'f  I  hen  re<'ountetl  the  leading  events  of  the  visit  of 
tilt*  hii-hinitrr  t«»  th«"  j»la«*e,  statinjj  earh  <K»eurrence  fairly,  an 
ln'  niiihiMiiod  it,  and  a-i  tairly  ronfessinir  that  even  the  rhiefs 
Win-  :it  a  ]«»<>  to  knuw  what  to  mak«'  of  the  atfair.  Id  addition 
ti»  till-  a«T«>ii!it,  h«'  i^avr  tin*  mysterious  < hioah  the  histor}'  of 
the  ]iriN..rii'r  the}  had  taki'U,  the  death  i>f  Klk>foot,  their  inton- 
tinn  t<»  ti-rturc  that  vrry  m«>niiiif;  the  (.'hipjK'wa  they  had  ea|w 
tumi,  and  lii^  tliirht.  tntrrther  with  the  h»ss  of  their  young 
man.  :iiid  thr  ^iili^i'i|ii('iit  c^rapi'  of  their  unknown  enemies,  who 
haij  t.iki  n  AWA)  all  iif  thfir  own  canoes.  Iltiw  far  the  medicine- 
man Ii.mI  any  thinir  io  do  with  the  other  events  of  his  narrative. 
< 'r-iw-ti  atli.-r  xitv  <'andidly  admitted  he  e«m\d  not  even  eon- 
jr'-tiin-.  Ill-  \\:i^  Ntill  at  a  h»^*i  whether  to  set  down  the  eon- 
jniiir  i' .r  a  |irit»ndcr,  i.r  a-*  a  real  oracle.  Peter,  hi»wever,  was 
It --  ir..ln]..n'i  evm  than  the  rhief-i.  lie  had  hi**  Mipentitious 
n«»ti<>ie«.  \'\\i*'  .-ill  uiH'diicatrd  men.  hut  a  clear  head  and  quick 
intiilrrt  placi  .1  liiiii  t:ir  aliov4'  the  weaknessi^s  of  the  nnl  man 
in  L'«'»H'ral.  i  Mi  n  •  lixjii:;  a  d»'^cri|>tion  of  the  |K*rsi»nof  the  un- 
kii'twii  *'  iiiidi.iiM'inan,"  he  at  once  rcctHrnixed  the  bee-hunter. 
With  :iii  Indian  tn  ih^^criiie.  and  an  Indian  to  interpret  or  ap- 
|il\.  «».'-;ijM'  fr-im  t|i.»i«,.very  wa«*  next  to  impossible, 

Alth-'iiirh  Onfall,  tir  the  *' Triheless,"  as  he  wa»  also  fre- 
t]ncntly  «all«<l   l>v  th*'  rt^d  men,  fn»m  the  ein'umKtancc  of  no 
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nno'*  knowing  to  what  particular  Bcction  of  the  p-eat  Indian 
family  he  helonirc*!,  perfectly  understofnl  that  the  l)cc-hunter 
h«»  hail  won  on  the  other  shore  wjis  the  iiKlividin]  who  had 
l>een  playing  the  part  of  a  conjurer  among  these  l^)ttawattan^K% 
he  was  very  careful  not  to  reveal  the  fact  to  Crowsfeather.  He 
hwl  his  own  policy,  and  was  fully  aware  of  all  the  virtue  there 
is  in  mystery  and  resen-e.  With  an  Indian,  these  <|ualities  go 
farther  even  than  with  a  white  man  ;  and  we  of  the  Cauca'<ian 
ra*H»  an»  not  entirely  exempt  from  the  folly  of  being  deceived 
l»y  appearances.  On  the  present  occa'^ion  Peter  kept  hi» 
kn«)wledge  to  himself,  still  leaving  his  red  brethren  in  doubt 
and  uncertainty  ;  but  he  took  care  to  be  right  in  his  own  opin- 
i»»ns  by  putting  a**  many  (juestions  as  were  nceessary  for  tliat 
jiurpo»*(».  Once  assured  of  his  fact,  he  turned  to  other  subjects 
of  rv«'n  greater  interest  to  himself  and  hi-*  companions. 

The  conference  which  now  took  place  between  the  **Tribe- 
Kwh"  ani]  Oowsfeather  was  held  apart,  both  being  chiefs  of  too 
iiiu<-h  imiMirt.ince  to  be  intni<leii  nn  at  a  moment  like  that. 
The  twti  chiefs  exhibiteil  a  very  charaetfristic  pi«'tun'  while  en- 
piire«l  in  this  confenMiee.  They  s<'ated  themselv^'s  on  a  bank, 
and  dniwini;  their  legs  partially  under  them,  sat  face  to  face, 
with  their  heads  less  than  two  feet  a-iunder,  oora^iionally  gestic- 
ulatintr  \%itli  dignity,  but  each  speaking  in  his  turn  with 
studied  d«*conim.  Cn»wsfeatlier  was  highly  painted,  and  looked 
tienM>  and  warlike,  but  Oiioah  had  nothing  extraordinary'  about 
him.  with  the  exeeption  of  the  ilecoration^*  and  dn*«»s  aln»ady 
d«*s«'ribi'd,  unless  it  might  be  his  remarkable  countenanc«».  Tlie 
fa«"»*  of  thii  Indi.'m  onlinarily  wore  a  thoui^htfui  ciL«*t,  an  expn*s- 
•iion  whif'h  it  is  not  unusual  to  meet  with  in  a  savai;e ;  thou<rh 
at  times  it  lighted  up,  as  it  might  be  with  the  heat  i>f  inwani 
tin-*,  like  tin*  erater  giving  out  its  occasional  tlanies  beneath  the 
hues  of  a  sa«ldene<l  atmosphere.  One  accustomed  to  Mudy  the 
human  face,  and  to  analyz«*  its  ex))ressions  would  pi»*4sibly  have 
discovered  in  that  countenance  lines  of  deep  artiti«'e,  togrther 
with  the  tnices  of  a  profound  and  const  it  utiiuial  (>nthu>iaMn. 
He  wa«  Iwnt,  at  that  very  moment,  on  a  whenie  w«»rlhy  of  the 
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loftiest  spirit  living ;  the  regeneration  and  union  of  the  people 
of  hi"*  ra«-<',  with  a  view  to  recover  the  po^ses^ions  they  had 
yitldrd  to  the  pale-faces;  but  it  was  a  j)rojert  blended  with  the 
ferocity  and  revenge  of  a  siivagi* — noble  while  ferocious. 

N\»t  idly  had  the  whites,  scattered  along  that  frontier,  given 
the  s<>bri«iuet  of  **  Scalping"  to  Peter.  As  his  jade  now  showcil, 
it  had  been  earnejl  in  a  liundred  scenes  t*i  bloody  vengeance; 
and  >o  great  had  been  hi^  su'Me>s,  that  the  warrior,  pri>phet, 
and  cuuinillor,  tV»r  all  llu-^e  i.'haracters  \iere  united  in  \i\a  hinixle 
pen»on,  began  tn  think  the  attainment  of  his  wi>hes  p«»H.Mble. 
As  a  matter  of  e<)ur>e,  nnich  ignoranec  of  the  power  of  the 
Anglo-Saxon  nue  on  this  continent,  was  blen<h*d  with  then' 
opinions  and  hopes;  but  it  was  scareely  an  ignoran^'e  exceed- 
ing that  of  eertain  per>ons  of  far  higlier  pn^tensious  in  knowl- 
edir<\  who  live  in  another  hemi>phere.  and  who  often  M.'t  them- 
srlve-4  up  as  infallible  ju<lge>  of  all  things  connected  with  man 
and  his  attributes.  Peter,  the  **  Tribele^s*'  was  not  more  in 
fault  than  tln»ie  who  fancied  they  siiw  the  power  of  this  great 
re|.ublir  in  the  gallant  little  band  e«»lleeted  at  Corpus  Christi, 
nudir  its  indomitable  ehief,  and  who,  nmrch  by  nntrch,  nay, 
fo«.t  by  foot,  as  it  might  be,  have  perseveringly  predict^vi  the 
halt,  ihe  deleat,  thi*  disiMers,  and  final  dis«-oiiifiture,  which  it 
hi-*  n'»t  yet  plra^nl  l)ivine  Providence  to  intiirt  on  tliis  slight 
etb-rt  "f  tin-  yttunLT  ncrcule>,  as  lie  merely  moves  in  hi^  cradle. 
Al;i-!  tb«'  rnemy  that  mo>t  menaees  the  overthrow  of  thi>  new 
an«l  <>tlierui>t'  in\in<*ibl('  exhibition  «>f  human  force,  is  within; 
Mall . I  ill  the  litadil  it^lf ;  aiitl  mu>t  be  narrowly  watched,  <The 
will  a«t  bis  m.iliixnant  purpose,  and  ilestmy  the  fairt*>t  hope^ 
that  tvrr  \«i  dawmd  on  the  loiiunes  of  tlie  human  nice  I 

The  .  Miiirnii'-e  between  the  ehiefs  la>ted  fuUy  an  hour. 
< 'p»\\ -teat her  p..s^i-^^ed  mueh  of  the  contideiH'c  tif  Peter,  antl, 
a-  f'-r  On..;ih.  neither  Te<unithe,  nor  \i\>  br«)ther  the  PrnpUet^ 
e..?riniaiided  a-»  mueh  of  the  respeet  iif  < 'rowsfeather  a.s  he  did 
hini'-elT*.  S.iiii.'  i\rii  \\hi«»pered  that  tin-  '*  Tribeless*' was*  tiko 
indixi'lual  who  lay  behiinl  all,  and  that  the  uthen  uamed, 
merely  aetcd  a-*  In*  suiigeMed,  or  advised.     The  reader  will  ol»- 
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tain  all  the  insight  into  the  future  that  it  is  necessary  now  to 
pive  him,  by  fjfctting  a  few  of  the  remarks  made  by  the  two 
culii>qQists  just  before  they  joined  the  rest  of  the  party. 

*'  My  father,  then,  intends  to  lead  his  pale- faces  on  a  crooked 
path,  and  take  their  scalps  when  he  has  done  with  them,''  said 
Crowsfeather,  who  had  been  gravely  listening  to  Peter's  plans 
of  future  prooec<lii!g;  "but  who  is  to  get  the  scalp  of  the 
Chippewa  ?" 

**  C)ne  of  my  Pottawattamie  young  men  ;  but  not  until  I  have 
made  use  of  him.  T  have  a  medicine-priest  of  the  pale-faces 
and  a  warrior  with  nn\  but  shall  not  put  their  scalps  on  my 
j»ole  until  they  have  pad<iled  me  further.  The  council  is  to  be 
first  hold  in  the  Oak  Openings" — we  translate  this  term  freely, 
that  ustMl  by  Peter  meaning  rather  **  the  open  woods  of  the 
I>rairies" — **  and  I  wish  to  show  my  prisoners  to  the  chiefs, 
that  they  may  see  how  easy  it  is  to  cut  off  all  the  Yankees.  I 
have  now  four  men  of  that  people,  and  two  squaws,  in  my 
power;  let  evorj*  red  man  destroy  as  many,  an<l  the  land  will 
soon  Ik?  dear  of  them  all  I" 

Tliis  wa«»  uttered  with  gloamings  of  ferocity  in  the  speaker's 
fart\  that  rendere<l  his  countenance  terrible.  Even  Crows- 
feather  quailed  a  little  before  that  tierce  aspect;  but  the  whole 
pav<sed  away  almost  a«*  soon  as  betrayed,  and  was  sueeeeded  by 
a  friendly  and  deceptive  smile,  that  was  characteristic  of  the 
nily  A>iatic  rather  than  of  the  aboriginal  Americ.in. 

*•  They  cannot  be  counted,"  returned  the  Pottawattamie  chief, 
a**  **uin  SA  his  restraint  was  a  little  removed  by  this  less  terrific 
a"»fM»et  of  his  com|>anioii,  **if  all  I  hear  is  true.  Blackbinl  says 
that  oven  the  s<|uaws  of  the  pale-faoes  are  numerous  enough  to 
•  •veriMime  all  the  red  men  that  remain." 

**Thore  will  be  two  less  when  I  fasten  to  my  pole  the  si-alps 
«»f  llin^e  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,"  answen»d  Peter,  \iith 
.'uiothrr  of  his  transient,  but  startling  gleams  of  intense  n'venge. 
*•  iJut  no  matter,  now  rmy  brv»ther  knows  all  I  wish  him  to  »hi. 
N«»t  a  hair  of  the  hea«l  t>f  any  of  these  jmle-faces,  must  b** 
t«>ii,>hod  by  any  liand  but  mine.  When  the  time  comes  tl.j 
U 
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knife  of  Ouoah  is  sure.  The  PottawattaxnieA  sball  have  their 
canocB,  and  can  follow  us  up  the  river.  They  will  find  us  id 
the  Openings,  and  near  the  Prairie  Round.  They  know  the 
spot ;  for  the  red  men  love  to  hunt  the  deer  in  that  rc^oiu 
Now,  go  and  tell  this  to  your  young  men ;  and  tell  thcni  that 
com  will  not  grow,  nor  the  deer  wait  to  be  killed  by  any  of 
your  people,  if  they  foi^et  to  do  as  I  have  said.  Vengeance 
nhall  come,  when  it  is  time/* 

Crowsfeather  communicated  all  this  to  his  warriors,  who  re- 
ceived it  as  the  ancients  received  the  words  of  their  oraclea. 
Each  member  of  the  p^irty  endeavored  to  get  an  accurate  notion 
4»f  his  duty,  in  onler  that  he  might  comply  to  the  very  letter 
with  the  injunctions  received.  So  profound  was  the  impression 
made  among  all  the  red  men  of  the  north-west  by  the  previous 
labors  of  the  *'  Tribele>s**  to  awaken  a  national  spirit,  and  so 
great  was  their  dread  of  the  con!«equences  of  disobedience,  that 
every  warrior  present  felt  as  if  his  life  were  the  threatened 
{>enalty  of  neglect  or  di>inf*li nation  to  obey. 

No  st'»oner,  however,  had  C^)w^featller  got  through  with  his 
communication,  than  a  general  re4uest  was  made  that  the  prob- 
lem of  the  whiskey- spring  might  be  referred  to  Onoah  for 
solution.  The  ycKing  men  had  strong  hopes,  notwithstanding 
all  that  had  passed,  that  this  spring  might  yet  turn  out  to  be  a 
reality.  The  scent  was  still  there,  strong  and  fragrant,  and 
they  eouM  not  get  rid  of  the  notion  that  **  fire-water"  grew  on 
that  spot.  It  is  true,  their  faith  had  been  somewhat  disturbed 
by  the  manner  in  which  the  medicine-man  had  left  them,  and 
by  his  failure  to  draw  forth  the  gushing  stream  which  he  had 
impliedly  pronuM'd,  and  in  a  small  degree  performed  ;  nererthe* 
less  little  pooN  of  whiskey  had  been  found  on  the  rock.  Mid 
several  ha>l  tasted  ainl  s^itistied  themselves  of  the  qaalitj  of  tb« 
liquor.  A^  is  usujil,  that  tjiste  had  created  a  desire  for  inon% 
a  desire  that  si'ldoni  >lumberedi»n  an  Indian  palate  when  stioiy 
drinks  were  C4>nnei'te«l  with  its  gnitification. 

Peter  heard  the  request  with  gravity,  and  consented  to  Took 
into  the  matter  with  a  due  regard  to  his  pitpularity  and  intu* 
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ence.  He  had  his  own  saperetitions  views,  but  among  them 
there  did  not  happen  to  be  one  which  admitted  the  possibility 
of  whiskey's  running  in  a  stream  from  the  living  rock.  Still 
he  was  willing  to  examine  the  charmed  spot,  scent  the  fragrant 
odor,  and  make  up  his  own  estimate  of  the  artifices  by  which 
the  bee-hunter  had  been  practising  on  the  untutored  beings 
into  whose  hand  chance  had  thrown  him. 

A^liile  the  young  men  eagerly  pointed  out  the  precise  spota 
where  the  scent  was  the  strongest,  Peter  maintained  the  most 
unmoved  gravity.  He  did  not  kneel  to  smell  the  rocks,  like 
the  other  chieft,  for  this  an  innate  sense  of  propriety  told  him 
would  be  undignified ;  but  he  made  his  observations  closely, 
and  with  a  keen  Indian-like  attention  to  every  little  circum- 
stance that  might  aid  him  in  arriving  at  the  truth.  All  this 
time,  great  was  the  awe  and  deep  the  admiration  of  the  lookers- 
on.  Onoah  had  succeeded  in  creating  a  moral  power  for  him- 
self among  the  Indians  of  the  north-west  which  much  exceeded 
that  of  any  other  red  man  of  that  region.  The  whites  scarcely 
heard  of  him,  knew  but  little  of  his  career,  and  Ichs  of  his  tnie 
character,  for  both  were  shrouded  in  mystery.  Tliere  is  noth- 
ing remarkable  in  this  ignorance  of  the  pale -faces  of  the  time. 
They  did  not  understand  their  own  leaders;  much  less  the 
leaders  of  the  children  of  the  openings,  the  prairies,  and  the 
forest.  At  this  hour,  what  is  really  known  by  the  mass  of  the 
American  people  of  the  true  characters  of  their  public  men  f 
No  nation  that  has  any  claim  to  civilization  and  publicity  knows 
less,  and  for  neveral  very  obnous  reasons.  The  want  of  a  capi- 
tal in  which  the  intelligence  of  the  nation  periodically  assem- 
bles, and  whence  a  corrected  public  opinion  on  all  such  matters 
ought  constantly  to  flow,  as  truth  emanates  from  the  collisions 
of  minds,  is  one  of  these  reasons.  The  extent  of  the  countr}*, 
whirh  separates  men  by  distances  that  no  fact  can  travel  over 
without  incurring  the  dangers  of  being  perverted  on  the  road, 
is  another.  But  the  most  fatal  of  all  the  influences  that  tend 
to  mislea<i  the  judgment  of  the  American  citizen,  is  to  be  found 
ill  the  abuse  of  a  machinery  that  was  intended  to  province  an 
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exartly  contrary  effect  If  the  tonpie  wa»  given  to  man  to 
communicate  ideas  to  his  fellowA,  so  has  philosophy  described 
'it  as  "a  gift  to  conceal  his  thoughts."  If  the  press  wa»  de- 
vised to  circulate  truth,  so  has  it  been  changed  into  a  means  of 
circulating  lies.  One  is  easily,  nay,  more  easily,  sent  abroad 
on  the  four  winds  of  the  heavens  than  the  other.  Truth  re- 
quires candor,  impartiality,  honesty,  research,  and  industry : 
but  a  falsehood,  whether  designed  or  not,  stands  in  nec<l  of 
neither.  Of  that  which  is  the  most  easily  produced,  the  country 
gets  the  most ;  and  it  w.^re  idle  to  imagine  that  a  people  who 
blindly  anil  unresistingly  submit  to  lie  put,  as  it  might  he, 
under  the  feet  of  falsidiood,  as  respects  all  their  own  public 
men,  can  ever  get  very  accurate  notions  of  those  of  other  na- 
tions. 

Thus  was  it  with  Onoah.  1 1  is  name  was  unknown  to  the 
whites,  except  as  a  terrible  and  much-dreaded  avenger  <»f  the 
wroULfs  of  his  race.  With  the  red  men  it  was  very  different. 
They  had  no  **  forked  tt)ngues"  to  make  falsehood  take  the 
pK'u't*  of  truth:  or  if  such  existe<l,  they  were  not  believed. 
Till*  Pottawattamies  now  pn'sent  knew  all  about  Tecumseh,* 
i)f  uhom  the  whiten  had  also  various  and  ample  accounts.  This 
ShaN^atiee  rhief  had  long  been  active  among  them,  and  his  in- 
tliuMK'c  w:t4  extended  far  and  near.  lie  wasalmld,  restless*  and 
ing«Mii«»us  warrior;  one,  perhaps,  who  letter  understood  the 
art  nt*  war,  its  it  wa<«  practised  among  red  men,  than  any  Indian 
then  liviii;r.  They  knew  the  name  and  person,  also,  of  his 
bri»tlhT  Klkswatawa,f  or  the  Pn>phet,  whose  name  has  also  lie- 
en  ne  iiH-nrj»orated  with  the  histories  of  the  times.  These 
twii  rhief^  wiTf  very  pi »werfnl,  though  scarce  dwelling  rpgularij 
ill  any  tribo ;  but  thoir  origin,  their  career^  and  their  charac- 
ter^ wiTe  known  to  all,  as  were  those  of  their  common  &tber, 
r(ik«T^lH'n«>,^  anil  their  mtdher,  MeethetAskc.§  But  with 
Oimah  it  was  very  different.     With  hiiu  the  past  was  as  mach 
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of  %  injsterj  as  the  future.  No  Indian  couM  say  even  of  what 
tribe  lie  tias  born.  The  totetn  that  be  bore  on  bis  person  be- 
longed to  no  people  then  existing  on  the  continent,  and  all  con- 
nected witli  bitjif  bis  histi^ry,  nation,  and  family,  was  coujeetnre 
and  ikncj. 

It  h  said  thai  the  IndUns  have  tmditions  which  are  cotDmti* 
Tiieated  only  to  a  favored  few,  and  which  by  them  have  been 
ttansmitted  from  generation  to  generation.  An  enlightened 
and  educated  red  man  ba^  quite  recently  told  us  in  per^^n,  tliat 
he  bad  been  nuwJe  the  repository  of  some  of  these  traditions, 
and  that  be  bad  thus  obtained  enough  of  the  bistory  of  his  race 
to  be  satisfied  that  they  were  not  dcri^^ed  from  the  lost  tribea 
of  Israel,  tbough^Ke  deelined  eommnnicating  any  more.  It  is 
so  natural  "to  resort  to  seereBj  in  order  to  extend  influence^  that 
we  can  have  no  difficulty  in  believing  the  existence  of  the  prac- 
tice ;  there  probably  being  no  other  reason  why  Free  Masonry 
or  Odd  Fellowship  should  have  recourse  to  such  an  expedient, 
but  to  rule  through  the  imagination  in  preference  to  the  judg- 
ment. Now  Peter  enjoyed  all  the  advantages  of  mystery.  It 
was  said  that  even  his  real  name  was  unknown,  that  of  Onoah 
having  been  given  in  token  of  the  many  scalps  he  took,  and 
that  of  Wa-wa-nosh,  which  he  also  sometimes  bore,  having 
been  bestowed  on  him  by  adoption  in  consequence  of  an  act 
of  favor  extended  to  him  from  an  Ojebway  of  some  note,  while 
that  of  Peter  was  clearly  derived  from  the  whites.  Some  of 
his  greatest  admirers  whispered  that  when  the  true  name  of  the 
**  Tribeless"  should  get  to  be  known,  his  origin,  early  career, 
and  all  relating  to  him  would  at  once  become  familiar  to  every 
red  man.  At  present,  the  Indians  must  rest  content  with  what . 
they  saw  and  understood.  The  wisdom  of  Wa-wa-nosh  made 
itself  felt  in  the  councils  ;  his  eloquence  no  speaker  has  equal- 
led for  ages ;  as  for  his  vengeance  on  the  enemies  of  his  race, 
that  was  to  be  estimated  by  the  scalps  he  had  taken.  More 
than  this  no  Indian  was  to  be  permitted  to  know,  until  the 
mission  of  this  oracle  and  chief  w^as  completed. 

Had  one  enlightened  by  the  education  of  a  civilized  man 
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been  there,  to  watch  the  movements  and  countenance  of  Peter 
as  he  sceiitcil  the  whiskey,  and  looked  in  vain  for  the  cause  of 
the  odor,  and  for  a  chie  to  the  my^terj'  which  so  nmch  per- 
plexed the  Pottawattamies,  he  would  probably  have  discovered 
some  reason  to  distrust  the  sincerity  of  this  remarkable  savage^s 
doubts.  If  ever  Peter  was  an  actor,  it  was  on  tliat  occasion. 
He  did  not,  in  the  least,  fall  into  any  of  the  errors  of  his  com- 
panions ;  but  the  scent  a  good  deal  confounded  him  at  first. 
At  len^h  he  came  to  the  natural  conclusion,  that  this  unusual 
odor  was  in  some  way  connected  with  the  family  he  had  left 
on  the  other  shore ;  and  from  that  moment  his  mind  was  at 
ease. 

It  did  not  suit  the  views  of  Peter,  however,  to  explain  to  the 
I\)ttawattamies  that  which  was  now  getting  to  be  so  obvious  to 
himself.  On  the  contrary,  he  rather  threw  dust  into  the  eyes 
of  the  chiefs,  with  a  view  to  bring  them  also  under  the  in- 
fluence of  superstition.  After  making  his  obser^'ations  with 
unmoved  gravity,  he  [>romised  a  solution  of  the  whole  affair 
when  they  should  again  meet  in  the  openings,  and  proposed  to 
rt'cross  the  river.  Ref<»re  (juitting  the  shore,  Peter  and  Crows- 
feather  had  a  dear  understanding  i»n  the  subjtH.'t  of  their  re- 
speetive  movements ;  and,  as  soon  as  the  former  began  to 
paldle  up  against  the  win<l,  the  latter  called  his  young  men  to- 
gether. ina<ie  a  short  address,  and  led  them  into  the  woods,  as 
if  aKuut  to  |>rooeed  on  a  march  of  length.  The  party,  notwith- 
standing, did  not  proeeed  more  than  a  mile  and  a  half,  when  it 
eanie  tn  a  halt,  and  liirhted  a  tire  in  order  to  cook  some  veniM.>n 
taken  •>n  the  way. 

When  Peter  reaeheil  the  south  shore,  he  found  the  whole 
gruuj>  a-^Nenilileil  to  reeeive  him.  His  tale  was  soon  told.  He 
had  talked  with  the  Pi)ttawattamies,  and  they  were  gi»ne.  The 
eanoi-s,  how«*ver,  must  be  earried  to  the  other  shore  and  left 
thi-re,  in  ord<T  that  their  owner*  niii^ht  recover  their  property 
when  they  returne«l.  This  much  ha«l  Peter  promised,  and  his 
pale-fare  friends  must  help  him  to  keep  his  word.  Then  he 
pointe<i   to  the  opeiiiiii^  hh  to  their  place  of  present  aaletT 
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Tlicre  tbej  would  be  remoTod  from  all  immediate  danger,  and 
he  wonld  accompany  them  and  give  them  the  countenance  and 
protection  of  his  name  an<I  presence.  As  for  going  south  on 
the  lake,  that  was  impossible,  so  long  as  the  wind  lasted,  and  it 
was  useless  even  could  it  be  done.  The  troops  had  all  left 
Chicago,  and  the  fort  was  destroyed. 

Parson  Amen  and  Corporal  Flint,  both  of  whom  were  com- 
pletely deluded  by  Peter,  fancying  him  a  secret  friend  of  the 
whites,  in  consequence  of  his  own  protestations  to  that  effect 
and  the  service  he  had  already  rendered  them,  in  appearance  at 
least,  instantly  acquiesced  in  this  wily  savage's  proposal  It 
was  the  best,  the  wisest,  nay,  the  only  thing  that  now  could  be 
done.  Mackinaw  was  gone,  as  well  as  Chicago,  and  Detroit 
must  be  reached  by  crossing  the  peninsula,  instead  of  taking  the 
easier  but  far  more  circuit4>us  route  of  the  lakes.  Gershom  was 
easily  enough  persuaded  into  the  belief  of  the  feasibility,  as  well 
as  of  the  necessity,  of  this  deviation  from  his  original  road,  and 
he  s<><»n  agreed  to  accompany  the  party. 

With  ie  lk>urdon  the  case  wiis  different.  He  understood 
himself  and  the  wilderness.  For  him  the  wind  was  fair,  and 
there  was  no  necessity  for  his  touching  at  Mackinaw  at  all. 
It  is  true,  he  usually  passed  several  days  on  that  pleasant  and 
salubrious  island,  and  frequently  disposed  of  lots  of  honey  there ; 
but  he  could  dispense  with  the  visit  and  the  sales.  There  was 
certainly  danger  now  to  be  apprehendeil  from  the  Ottawas,  who 
would  be  ver}'  apt  to  be  out  on  the  lake  after  this  maritime  ex- 
cursion against  the  fort ;  but  it  was  possible  even  to  elude  their 
vigilance.  In  a  word,  the  bee-hunter  did  not  believe  in  the 
prudence  of  returning  to  the  openings,  but  thought  it  by  far  the 
uiM'st  for  the  whole  party  to  make  the  best  of  its  way  by  water 
to  the  settlements.  All  this  he  urged  warmly  on  his  white  com- 
p.'iiiions  taking  them  aside  for  that  pur[>ose,  and  leaving  Peter 
and  I'igeonswing  together  ^hile  he  did  so. 

But  Parson  Anieu  would  as  soon  have  believed  that  his  old 
congregation  in  Connecticut  was  composed  of  Philistines,  as 
n«>t  to  lM*lieve  that  the  red  men  were  the  loct  tribes,  and  tluit 
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IVtor,  in  particular,  was  not  especially  and  elaborately  deserih- 
C(l  in  the  Old  Totament.  lie  had  become  so  tbonnijrbly  p*^'* 
scs.sod  by  this  crotchet  as  to  pen'ert  every  thinpf  that  lie  saw. 
nad,  or  heard,  into  evidence,  of  some  sort  or  other,  of  the  tnilh 
of  his  notions.  In  this  respect  there  was  nothing  peculiar  in 
the  ^ooil  missionary's  weakness,  it  being  a  failing  common  to 
j)artisans  of  a  theory,  to  discover  proofs  of  its  tniths  in  u  thousand 
things  in  which  indifferent  persons  can  find  even  no  connection 
with  the  subject  at  all.  In  this  frame  of  mind  the  mi»sionary 
woidd  as  soon  think  of  letting  go  his  hold  on  the  Hibh*  it>e)f, 
as  think  of  separating  from  an  Indian  who  might  turn  i»ut  any 
day  to  be  a  direct  representative  of  Abraham,  and  Isiuic,  and 
Jacob.  Not  to  speak  rrrevrrently,  but  to  use  languai^e  tliat 
mu'-t  be  familiar  to  all,  the  well-meaning  missionar}'  wished  !•> 
1m'  ill  at  the  death. 

<'«»r|M»ral  Hint,  too,  had  great  f.iith  in  IVtcr.  It  was  a  part 
of  the  scheme  of  the  sa\ageto  make  this  •jtraiixhtforwarl  soldier 
an  instrument  in  placing  many  scalps  in  his  power;  and  though 
he  had  designed   fmm  the   first  to  oxcute  hi«*  bloody  office   t>n 

th irporal  hiniM-lf,  he  di<l  not   intend  to  du  so  until  he  lia  i 

made  the  m«»st  of  him  ji«i  a  Mtnil-pigeDU.  lI<Te  wen*  four  niofi- 
pale  faj-c^  thrown  in  his  power,  j»riiicipally  by  means  of  the 
coutid'iict'  he  had  awakened  in  the  minds  of  the  missionary  and 
the  s..l.lirr  ;  and  that  same  contideiic«»  miijht  be  maile  inMru- 
meiilal  in  addinir  ^•till  more  to  the  mimber.  I*et4*r  was  a  <:iira- 
ciiMi>,  i\i'u  a  far->eei!ivr  savai;i\  but  he  labored  uinler  the  curv 
of  igiPMaiiei-.  Had  his  infoniiati«»n  been  of  a  m«»re  exteiidt»i| 
nature,  he  would  have  s.-i-n  the  utter  fallacy  of  his  projoet  to 
•  le-tr«»\  the  p.ili-.t';iefi  alt- >iXet luT,  aud  mo^t  probablv  w«»uld  have 
aii;ind-»ne.l  it. 

It  is  ;i  si!i.^ni|;ii-  t';et  that,  while  Mich  men  as  Tecuinthc,  his 
lir-':lj«T  the  l*n»p!et,  and  I'l  t-T,  were  looking  forward  to  the 
d"V\iitall  '*(  the  repuMie  on  the  si.le  of  the  forest,  ho  iiianv, 
\0io  oiiirht  to  ha\e  bren  bctti-r  informeil  on  such  a  subject, 
wrpr  anxi-uisly  e\pi«i-tini;,  nay  cmtiilently  ftrolictinp  it,  fn»m 
lM'\..nd    the  Atlanti.-.       \.«tw  ithstaieliuiX  the^e    minister    simtb- 
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■ajen  the  progress  of  the  nation  has,  by  a  beneficent  Prov- 
i<lence,  been  onward  and  onward,  until  it  is  scarcely  presump- 
tuous to  suppose  that  even  England  has  abandoned  the  expec- 
tation of  classing  this  country  again  among  her  dependencies. 
Tlie  fortunes  of  America,  under  God,  depend  only  on  herself. 
America  may  destroy  America ;  of  that  there  is  danger ;  but  it 
\»  pretty  certain  that  Europe  united  could  make  no  serious  im- 
pression on  her.  Favored  by  position,  and  filled  with  a  popu- 
lation that  we  have  ever  maintained  was  one  of  the  most  military 
in  existence,  a  truth  that  recent  events  are  hourly  proving  to 
be  true,  it  much  exceeds  the  power  of  all  the  enemies  of  her  in- 
stitutions to  make  any  serious  impression  on  her.  There  is  an 
enemy  who  may  prove  too  much  for  her ;  it  exists  in  her  bosom; 
and  God  alone  can  keep  him  in  subjection,  and  repress  his  des- 
olation. 

These  wert*  facts,  however,  of  which  Wa-wa-nosh,  or  Onoah, 
was  as  ignorant  as  if  he  were  an  English  or  French  minister  of 
Ktate,  and  had  got  his  notions  of  the  country  from  English  or 
French  travellers,  who  wished  for  what  they  predicted.  Ho 
had  heard  of  the  towns  and  popuhition  of  the  republic ;  but 
one  gvU  a  very  imperfect  notion  of  any  f;iot  of  this  sort  by  re- 
port, unless  previous  experience  has  pn^pared  the  mind  to  make 
the  necessary  comparisons,  and  fitted  it  to  receive  the  images 
intended  to  be  oonveyc<l.  No  wonder,  then,  that  Peter  fell 
into  a  mistake  common  t«>  those  who  had  so  many  better  op- 
|H»rt unities  of  forming  just  opinions,  and  of  arriving  at  truths 
that  were  sufficiently  obvious  to  all  who  did  not  wilfully  shut 
their  eyes  to  their  existence. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

"  nearest  thou  voices  on  tht*  shore 
That  our  ear*  perceive  no  more. 
Deafened  by  the  cataract's  roar  ? 

*'  Bear,  through  sorrow,  wrong  axxi  ruth. 
In  thy  heart  the  dew  of  youth. 
On  thy  lips  the  smile  of  truth.'' 

LoMursLLow. 

From  all  that  has  been  stated,  the  reader  will,  probably,  be 
prepared  to  leam  that  Boden  did  not  succeed  in  his  effort  to 
persuade  Gershom,  and  the  other  Christian}/^  to  accompany 
him  on  his  voyage  round  by  Lake  Huron.  Corporal  Flint  was 
obdurate,  and  1 'arson  Amen  confiding.  As  for  Gershom,  he 
did  not  like  the  thought  of  retracing  his  steps  so  soon,  and 
the  females  were  obliged  to  remain  with  the  husband  and 
brother. 

**  You  had  better  get  out  of  the  river  while  all  the  canoes 
are  <>n  this  side,"  siu<l  Margery,  as  she  and  le  Bourdon  walked 
toward  the  hoats  in  company,  the  council  having  ended,  and 
every  thing  beginning  to  assume  the  appearance  of  action. 
"llemember  you  will  be  quite  alone,  and  have  a  long,  long  road 
to  travel  I" 

*'  I  do  remember  all  this,  Margery,  and  see  the  neci^ssitr  for 
all  i}(  u-*  getting  back  to  the  settlements  as  fast  as  we  can.  1 
don^t  half  like  this  Peter ;  his  name  is  a  hiul  one  in  the  gar- 
risons, and  it  makes  me  miserable  to  think  that  you  may  be  in 
his  p«)wer." 

'*The  mis«iionary  and  the  corporal,  as  well  as  my  brother, 
>*eem  willing  to  trust  him  —  what  can  two  females  do,  when  their 
male  prt»tector  has  ma^le  up  his  mind  in  such  a  matter  ?** 
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*M)no  who  would  very  gladly  be  your  protector,  pretty 
Mar«;ery,  Iia^  not  made  up  his  mind  to  the  pru<lence  of 
tru^tinp:  Peter  at  all.  Put  yourself  under  my  care,  and  my 
life  shall  be  lost,  or  T  will  carry  you  safe  to  your  friends  in 
Detn.it/' 

This  mijijht  be  deemed  tolerably  explicit ;  yet  was  it  not  suf- 
ficiently so  to  siitisfy  female  scruples,  or  female  rights.  Margery 
blunhod,  and  she  looked  down,  while  she  did  not  look  absolutely 
displeased.  But  her  answer  was  given  firmly,  and  with  a 
promptitude  that  showed  she  was  quite  in  earnest. 

**I  cannot  quit  Dorothy,  placed  as  she  is — ^and  it  is  my  duty 
to  die  with  brother,"  she  said. 

**  Have  you  thought  enough  of  this,  Margery  ?  may  not  re- 
flection change  your  mind  ?" 

'*  Tliis  is  a  duty  on  which  a  girl  is  not  called  to  reflect ;  she 
must  /ir/,  in  a  matter  of  conscience." 

Tlie  l»ee-hunter  fairly  sighed,  and  from  a  very  resolute,  he 
became  a  very  irresolute  sort  of  person.  As  was  natural  to 
one  in  his  situation,  he  let  out  the  secret  current  his  thoughts 
had  taken,  in  the  remarks  which  followed. 

**  I  do  not  like  the  manner  in  which  Peter  and  Pigeonswing 
are  now  talking  together,"  he  said.  **  When  an  Injin  is  so 
earnest,  there  is  generally  mischief  brewing.  Do  you  see 
Peter's  manner  ?'' 

**  lie  seems  to  be  telling  the  young  warrior  something  that 
makes  both  forget  themselves.  I  never  saw  two  men  who  seem 
so  completely  to  forget  all  the  rest  of  the  world  as  them  two 
savages  I  What  can  be  the  meaning.  Bourdon,  of  so  much 
fierce  earnestness  ?" 

**  I  would  give  the  world  to  know — pos*ibly  the  Chippewa 
may  tell  me.  We  understand  each  other  tolerably  well,  and, 
ju>*t  as  you  spoke,  lie  gave  me  a  secn*t  sign  that  I  have  a  right 
t<i  think  means  confidence  and  friendship.  Tliat  sav:igc  is 
either  a  fast  friend,  or  a  thon)ugh  villain.'* 

**  Is  it  safe  to  trust  any  of  them,  liourdonH  No — n«>— yuur 
best  way  will  bt*  to  go  <li»wn  the  lakes,  and  get  hmrV  to  Detroit 
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as  soon  as  you  can.  Not  only  your  property,  but  your  /{/r,  i> 
at  risk." 

**  (fo,  and  leave  you  here,  Margery — here,  with  a  brother 
whose  failing  you  know  as  well  as  I  ilo,  and  who  may,  at  any 
moment,  fall  hark  into  his  old  ways !  I  should  not  be  a  mail 
to  do  it :" 

**  But  brother  can  get  no  liquor,  now,  for  it  is  all  emptie«l. 
When  himself  for  a  few  days,  Gershom  is  a  good  protector,  asi 
well  as  a  goo<l  provider.  You  must  not  juilge  brother  t«>o 
hai-shly,  from  what  you  have  seen  of  him.  Bourdon." 

**  I  <lo  not  wish  to  judge  him  at  all,  Margery.  We  all  ha\e 
our  failings,  and  whiskey  is  his.  I  dare  say  mine  are  quite  as 
had.  in  some  other  way.  It's  enough  for  me,  Marger}*,  that 
Ciershom  is  i/ot(r  brother,  to  eause  me  to  try  to  think  well  *.*f 
him.  We  must  not  tni^t  to  tluTt?  being  no  more  liquor  among 
us;  for,  if  that  so'gor  is  altogether  without  his  rations,  he's  the 
fir-t  so'irt-r  T  ev«'r  met  with  who  was  I" 

**But  this  ror)M»nil  is  a  friend  of  the  minister,  and  ministers 
ought  not  to  drink  I*' 

''  Mini>trrs  art*  like  other  men,  as  them  that  live  much 
among  'nn  will  soon  find  out.  llow^'ever,  if  you  leill  sta\\ 
Manrrry,  tlK-ri*  i>  no  more  to  br  >iiu\.  1  mu>t  each*  my  honev, 
and  get  the  eanoe  ready  to  go  up  stream  again.  Where  yon 
go,  MargtTy,  I  go  too,  unh*-'*  you  t«'Il  me  that  you  do  not  wi»h 
my  rompany." 

Tiii<  wa-*  s'ii<l  (piii'tly,  but  in  the  manner  of  <ine  whoiw  mind 
\\a<»  ma<l»-  ii|».  Maiir»*ry  x-an-r  knew  how  to  take  it.  That 
slif  waN  Nrrrt'tly  delight«'d,  i'aiin«»t  b*-  denied  ;  while,  at  tht 
sanir  t'mn',  that  ^he  trit  a  g»*n«TouN  and  lively  concern  for  the 
fortiiht'H  of  li-  I»onrdon,  i-*  <|uit«'  a»»  it'rtain.  As  Gershom  jiut 
thfii  ••;illril  t«»  h«'r  to  Irnd  hi-r  a-^^i^tant-e  in  preparing  to  em- 
bark. Aw  ha<l  no  h-JMirc  tor  «'xpo>tuIation,  nor  do  we  know 
that  «.ln*  now  si-riou-iy  winhvil  to  divert  thi'  bee-hunter  from  his 
pur|ioM\ 

•  \  ».  .'.  rii  I  niL  .••■i!.in«l*'  ilHrli.-l  fnirn  .•.!/•**-.  t.i  i-.-ni— il      i\it'ht  !•  mnrh  Uf^l 
|iV  1'  ■    M.  •■•  •■■     ..I'.  C'.fi-  "^ 
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It  was  soon  umlersto^Nl  by  every  one  that  the  river  was  to  be 
on>s«Ml,  in  onler  that  Gc-rshoin  might  get  his  household  efiectSy 
previously  to  ascending  the  Kalamazoo.  This  set  all  at  work 
but  the  Chippewa,  who  appeared  to  Ic  Bourdon  to  be  watchful 
and  full  of  distrust.  As  the  latter  had  a  job  before  him  that 
would  be  likely  to  consume  a  couple  of  hours,  the  others  were 
ready  fur  a  start  long  before  he  had  his  hole  dug.  It  was  \ 
therefore  arranged  that  the  bee-hunter  should  complete  his  task,  { 
while  the  others  crossed  the  stream,  and  went  in  quest  of  Gcr-  ■ 
hhom*s  scanty  stock  of  household  goods.  Pigeonswing,  how- 
ever, was  not  to  be  found,  when  the  canoes  were  ready,  and 
Peter  proceeded  without  him.  Nor  did  le  I^urdon  see  any 
thing  of  his  fnend  until  the  adventurers  were  fairly  on  the  north 
shore,  when  he  rejoined  le  Bounlon,  sitting  on  a  log,  a  curioua 
spectator  of  the  latter's  devices  to  conceal  his  property,  but  not 
oifering  to  aid  him  in  a  single  movement.  Tlie  bee-hunter  too 
wfll  understood  an  Indian  w*arrior's  aversion  to  labor  of  all  sorts, 
unless  it  Ikj  connecteil  with  his  military  aehievemeiits,  to  be 
surprised  at  his  companion's  inditterence  to  his  own  toil.  As 
the  work  went  on,  a  friendly  dialogue  was  kept  up  l)etweeii  the 
parties. 

'•  I  didn't  know,  Pige«>nswing,  but  you  had  started  for  the 
4)|K*nings,  before  us,''  «>bser>ed  le  Bourdon.  •*  That  tribcless 
«>ld  Injin  made  something  of  a  fuss  about  your  being  out  of  tho 
way;  I  dare  say  he  wantetl  you  to  help  back  the  furniture  down 
to  the  canoes.*' 

•Hiot  squaw — what  he  want  l>etter  t«)  do  dat." 

**.So  y<iu  would  put  that  pretty  piece  of  wH»rk  on  such  persons 
as  Marger}-  and  L>olly  I" 

**  Why  not,  n<»  ?  Bot'  s«|uaw — bot'  know  how.  Dere  busi- 
ness to  work  for  warrior." 

'*I>id  you  keep  out  of  the  way,  then,  le.st  old  Peter  should 
get  you  at  a  job  that  is  onsuitablo  to  your  manh(M>d  T* 

*•  Keep  out  of  way  of  Pottawattamie,"  returned  the  I'hippe- 
na;   '*no  want  to  l«»>c  si-alp — radder  take  his'n." 

*•  But  Peter  s;ivs  the    Pottawattamies  are  all  gone.  an«l  that 
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nearly  empty  canoe ;  accordingly,  he  received  a  portion  of 
(jorshoin's  etfeots ;  all  of  wliicii  were  safely  transported  from 
1  heir  place  of  concealiuent  to  the  water  side.  Their  owner  was 
slowly  rccoverina;  the  use  of  his  body  and  mind^  though  still  a 
it  tie  dull,  from  his  recent  debauch.  The  females  supplied  his 
place,  liowever,  in  many  respects;  and  two  hours  after  the 
party  had  landed,  it  was  ready  a^ain  to  proceed  on  its  journey 
into  the  interior.  The  last  article  was  stowed  in  one  of  the 
canoes,  and  Gershom  announced  his  willingness  to  depart. 

At  this  moment,  Peter  led  the  bee-hunter  aside,  telling  his 
friends,  that  he  would  8pec«lily  rejoin  them.  Our  hero  fidlowed 
liis  savaifo  leaiier  along  the  foot  of  the  declivity,  in  the  rear  of  the 
hut.  until  the  former  stopped  at  the  place  where  the  firtt,  and 
prin<'ipal  tire  of  the  pa^t  night,  had  been  lighted.  Here  Peter 
made  a  swooping  goture  of  his  hand,  as  if  to  invite*  hi^  com- 
panion to  sur>'ey  the  ditferent  objects  around.  As  this  charac- 
tl•ri^tic  gesture  wjls  made,  the  Indian  spoke. 

''  My  brother  is  a  medicine-man,**  he  said.  *'  lie  know« 
when*  whiskey  grows — k*t  him  tell  Peter  where  to  find  the 
sprini;/* 

TIh*  riM'nlh'ction  of  the  scene  (if  the  previous  night,  came  so 
fr<->)i  and  vividly  (»v('r  tlit*  imagination  of  the  bee-hunter,  that, 
in'«t(.'a«l  of  answering  the  <pK-sti4»n  <»f  the  chief,  he  bunt  into  a 
lii'arty  tit  of  lauLditt-r.  Then,  f»*arful  of  giving  (»tfence,  he  was 
alniiit  to  apo|n«^i/.r  tor  a  mirth  so  ill-timed,  when  the  Indian 
Hniliil,  with  a  irlfam  i»f  intelligvnre  on  his  swarthy  face,  that 
n-i  iMt'ij  to  nay,  ••  I  understand  it  all."  and  continued — 

*•  <;..(.,] — tin-  rh'ui'  with  thn*i*  t*yfs" — in  allusion  to  the  spy- 
irla^N  that  !»•  r>ourdoij  always  rarricd  su»ij»endtvl  fnmi  hi*  neck — 
'•  i-  a  wry  irn  at  nn*<liriiu'-man  ;  hr  knows  when  to  laugh,  and 
wlifn  to  l.M.k  *ad.  Tlu'  P.>ttawatlamii*s  were  dry,  and  he 
>\:uitril  to  tind  thrill  s«>!iu*  whiskey  to  drink,  but  could  not — 
our  bri»llit'r.  in  ili«'  «an«M\  had  drunk  it  all.     Gi>od." 

A'jaiii  tin-  brr-hiiiiti-r  lau^hi•«i ;  and  though  Peter  did  not 
join  in  hi"*  mirth,  it  wa^  4|uit«*  plain  that  he  understood  its  cause. 
With  lliis  ir«>«>d-iialiireil  ^ort  iif  intvlli^^Mice  U^tween  them,  the 
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two  returned  to  the  canoes ;  the  bee-hunter  always  snpposin];^ 
that  the  Indian  ha<l  obtained  his  object,  in  receiving  his  indirect 
admisstion,  that  the  scene  of  the  previous  night  had  been  merely 
n  piece  of  ingenious  jugglery.  So  much  of  a  courtier,  however, 
wjLH  Peter,  and  so  entire  hi^  self-command,  that  on  no  occasion, 
nttcrward,  did  he  ever  make  any  further  allusion  to  the  subject. 

The  ascent  of  the  river  was  now  commenced.  It  was  not  a 
ditlicult  matter  for  le  Bourdon  to  persuade  Margerj',  that  her 
brother's  caii(»e  would  be  to<»  heavily  loaded  for  such  a  passage, 
ntdess  she  consented  to  quit  it  for  his  own.  Pigeonswing  took 
tlio  girFs  place,  and  was  of  material  assistance  in  forcing  the 
light,  but  steady  craft,  up  stream.  The  three  others  continued 
in  the  canoe  in  which  they  had  entered  the  river.  With  this 
arrangement,  therefore,  our  a<lventun^rs  commenced  this  new 
jonniey. 

Every  n»ador  will  easily  un<lerstand.  that  ascending  such  a 
stn-aiii  as  the  Kalamazoo,  was  a  ver}  different  thing  from  <Ie- 
n«>'inJiiii;  it.  The  progress  was  slow,  and  at  many  points  labo- 
rious. At  M'veralof  the  **  ritts,"  it  berame  iiecess;irA' to  **  track" 
the  raiHM's  up;  and  ])lar<'s  <>ceurred  at  whirh  the  only  safe 
way  of  proeee<ling  wa**  to  unload  them  altogether,  and  trans- 
p«»rt  boats,  cargoes  and  all,  on  the  shoulders  ot"  the  men,  across 
what  are  calleil,  in  the  language  of  the  country,  ** portages," 
or  **<arr}ing-j>laces."  In  such  toil  as  this,  the  corporal  was 
foun<l  to  be  very  sen'iceable  ;  but  neither  of  the  Indians  de- 
clineil  to  li'ud  their  assistance,  in  work  of  this  manly  chanicter. 
\**\  this  time,  nion'over,  <u-rshoni  Iia<l  eome  round,  and  was  an 
able-bodied,  vig«»rous  assistant,  onre  more.  If  the  et»r|>onil 
wiLs  the  master  of  any  alotdiol,  he  jutlieiously  kept  it  a  S4.«cn't; 
for  not  a  dr(»p  passed  any  one's  lips  during  the  whole  ot  that 
toilsome  jounii-y. 

.Mlh«nigh  the  diflirult  places  in  the  river  were  sufficiently 
numerous,  most  of  the  reaches  were  places  having  steady,  but 
not  sMift  currents  toward  the  lake.  In  the?<e  reaches  the  pa4l- 
dles,  and  thus**  not  very  vigonnisly  ap]ilied,  enabled  the  travel- 
lers to  alliance  as  fast  as  was  desindtle  ;  and  such  tranquil  waters 
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were  a  sort  of  restiiijr.plaros  t«»  tIios«»  who  itmiia^od  tli.»  ?.aihH;i. 
It  wa^  wIiiK'  nsi'cinlinii:  tlicse  easy  rhaiinols,  that  ooiiv»'r>;itii»ii 
most  tH'i'urn'd  ;  oarli  sj)«'ak«*r  yicMiui;,  a»»  was  natiiniL  t«>  the 
iinpiils«'s  ot'ihc  thoiirrht**  ujjjHTinost  in  his  iniml.  The  iiiissi«>ii- 
ary  talkctl  much  «»f  theJi'ws;  ainl,  as  tlio  raiioes  oaine  no.ir 
i*a«'h  other,  he  eiitere<i  at  hirjre,  with  their  <lit!ereiit  occupsiiit*, 
into  the  reasons  he  had  for  helieviiijr  that  the  red  men  of  Afiier- 
ira  w«Te  the  loM  trihes  of  Israel.  **  The  very  use  of  the  wi>p1 
*tril>es/"  w«niM  tlii^  siinple-niiu<led,  and  not  very  profomii! 
expouinier  (»f  the  wi»rd  ot'  (Jod,  say,  **  is  one  pro«)f  of  the  trut!i 
of  what  1  tell  yon.  Now,  nti  one  thinks  of  dividing  the  white 
nun  of  Anieriea  inu*  Mriln's/  Who  ever  heard  of  the  '  trihe' 
t>f  N«*w  Knixland,  or  of  the  'trihe'  of  Viri;inia,  4)r  of  the  '  trihe' 
of  the  midtlle  stat«'>f*  Kven  anionjr  the  bhieks,  tliere  are  no 
trilM"i.  Thrre  i^  a  very  remarkable  pa^si^je  in  tlie  sixty-eiirhtli 
r-^aim,  that  has  irreatly  stniek  me,  simv  my  mini!  has  tnnu*-! 
to  tliiN  vul«je«'t :  *(in.|  shall  w«»nnd  thi»  f'trnf  of  his  oneniie-i..' 
saith  the  iNalmi^t,  'and  the  hnlrif  srti/jt  of  sindi  a  t»ne  ib*  i^H*th 

•  •n  ^till  ill  \i\^  \\ii'ki'dne>>/  II«'n-  is  a  very  ohvious  alhision  ti» 
a  \\ell-kii«»wn,  and  what  we  think,  a  harharons  praetiee  of  the 
red  Mii-n  :  hut,  nly  on  it,  tVieiids.  nothiiii;  that  is  permitted  tin 
earth  i««  pi-rmlttcl  in  \ain.     'Ihe  atteiiti\e  reader  of  the  inspireil 

I k,  ii\   irleaniiiLT   h«'ri*   aii'l   tluTe,   ean   <'o|h'et   to;X«'ther  niiieh 

autli-Tit\  i'..r  thi«»  new  oj.inioii  ahout  tin'  lo>t  trihes;  and  the 
d:i\  will  <-<>iMi-.  1  'lo  n<»t  <lfiil»t,  whiMi  men  will  mar\'el  that  the 
triiTli   liatli    liicn   >o    l*U'^   hidden  frum  them.      I   ean  K*an'ely 

•  ip«  ii  a  •hapti-r.  in  tli«'  <  >ld  Ti'^tann-nt,  that  some  pas:ia<;e  iKm-s 


i!iv  .  \  i_'.'.  r  '.}•■',  •:.  ili:«  |.ni  ir«".     Tht-n*  is  no  mil  tn  tb.* 

I  I-  irv.  -..  w  ■..  I.  I     ■_■    .;.>  .-r  |i..l;tti-;il  /imI  nifi!*  fit«:h.    I  bo 

*■    l.«Mi>l  :i  I  ii;\.  r*  .:.-'   ..J"  m-ri   /i  .i]  lli:in  !•  jriilii j.  a.:.t'i<-.-, 

I-    ;..tiir      t»..   iv».:iM   '  M-i  I  h  i;.ii  r  aiiil  f*'TX\  «i\1h\ir«.- 

•  .;.!    r    .il    t.;     w  I.  k'   !      -^..i::   ^o  3H4.i    llil»i  *r^ri,t*ttmff 

•  ■.'  I'.'  ■    .f.    ,i,r-t.tl."  \-\  •Sriurnj.i  ili«tiiii-tiiin  lii-twi-*  n 

>..  .- >i   I  I-    i[i  >i   .  'm  iiii^.    ili<»  o|.|  Ti  «t-inii-ni  ii{^.ikft  tif 

.    ■' r.N  .  /  \  .'  .  \  ^    '  ttii-  pixvnu.  fmiii  ll»'   Hiblf.  a  ftut*- 

■  .   r..-'-t!.''    .:.  !    •■  t  ti  rii.il."     Nnw.  ♦•vtrv    N'|ihi*iuiiffv 

I  M  ■•■;,.  »»  I-  •■..   ».irii»'  i;i  in-th  •■ajM'*.  Uing  *  a/u»  i'oi-."*  *w 
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Dot  Htrike  mo  an  going  to  prove  this  identity,  between  the  red 
iiKMi  and  the  ilebrcwK ;  and,  were  they  ull  collected  together, 
and  puhiinhed  in  a  book,  mankind  would  l>e  astonUhcd  at  their 
lucidity  and  weight.  As  for  scalping,  it  is  a  horrid  thing  in 
our  eycH,  but  it  is  honorable  with  the  red  men;  and  I  have 
<]Uotod  to  you  the  wonls  of  the  Psalmist,  in  order  to  show  the 
manner  in  which  divine  wisdom  inflicts  penalties  on  sin.  Ilero 
is  plain  justification  of  the  practice,  provided  always  that  the 
sufferer  l»e  in  the  bondage  of  transgression,  and  obnoxious  to 
divine  censure.  Let  no  man,  therefore,  in  the  pride  of  his 
learning,  and,  perhaps,  of  his  ])rosperity,  disdain  to  believe 
things  that  are  so  manifestly  taught  and  foretold ;  but  let  us 
all  bow  in  humble  submission  to  the  will  of  a  Iking  who,  to 
our  finite  understanding,  is  so  perfectly  incomprehensible.** 

We  trust  that  no  one  of  our  readers  will  be  disposed  to  deride 
Parson  Amends  speculations  on  this  interesting  subject,  although 
this  may  happen  to  be  the  first  occasion  on  which  he  has  ever 
heard  the  practice  of  taking  scalps  justified  by  Scripture. 
Viewed  in  a  proper  s]>irit,  they  ought  merely  to  convey  a 
les»ion  of  humility,  by  ren<lering  apparent  the  wistloin,  nay  the 
necessity,  of  men's  keeping  themselves  within  the  limits  of  the 
sphere  of  knowledge  they  were  designe<l  to  fill,  and  convey, 
when  rightly  considered,  as  much  of  a  lesson  to  the  Puseyitc, 
with  abstractions  that  are  quite  as  unintelligible  to  himself  as 
they  SLTv  to  others ;  to  the  high- wrought  and  dogmatical  Cal- 
vinist,  who  in  the  midst  of  his  fiery  zeal,  forgets  that  love  is 
the  verj'  essence  of  the  relation  l)etween  (lo<l  and  man ;  to  the 
i^uaker,  who  seems  to  think  the  <'ut  of  a  coat  essential  to  sal- 
vation ;  to  the  d(*scendant  of  the  Puritan,  who  whether  he  l>e 
Sorinian,  <'alvinist,  Vniversjdist,  or  any  other  **  ist,"  appears 
to  believe  that  the  **nK'k"  on  whii*h  Christ  declared  he  w<iuld 
f«mnd  his  ehureh  w:is  the  '*  Ho«*k  of  Plymouth  ;**  and  to  the  un- 
believer, who,  in  ileriding  all  creeils,  <loes  not  kn«»w  when*  to 
turn  to  fin<l  one  to  substitut«'  in  their  stead.  Humility,  in 
matters  of  this  sijrt,  is  the  great  lesson  that  all  shouUl  tearh  and 
learn  ;   f<»r  it  op(*ns  the  way  to  charity,  anil  evtMitually  to  fiuth, 
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aiulthnnijrh  lM»th  of  tlif-^e  to  liope  ;  li nail y,  thro ii;rli  all  of  these, 

to  llfJlVfll. 

The  i«»urii«*y  up  tlio  I\;ilainaz<M>  laMr^l  many  <lays  tlie  i4>«-i*nl 
ln'in'L;  «»t*trn  >•>  |jaiut'iil,  an«l  no  one  seeinin;;  in  a  hurry.  IN-Iit 
\\ait»*<l  I'mi- tin- time  >et  tor  hU  iMnineil  to  approaeh,  an<l  w:i«* 
a-*  Wi-ll  ••••nii.-nt  to  remain  in  his  ran<»e.  as  to  *'ramp  <nit"  in  iIk- 
<»jK'nin:r--  <MT>ii<Mn  nevrr  wa^  in  lia^tr,  wliih*  tlu*  hei'-liiiittiT 
wi»nlil  liaxi*  i»ci'n  >ati>tie<l  ti»  ]»as>  tin*  siinniHT  in  so  plt-a-^int  a 
manner,  Mari^ery  lu-inij  M'att'«l  m<»^t  of  the  time  in  hi-*  «-:ih»M*, 
In  hi>  I'nliij.-iry  e\fur>i«»ns  !»•  pMinrilnn  earrinl  tiie  maMitI  a*,  a 
t-omjianinn;  luit.  \u*\\  that  his  ]»lai'i.'  wa'^  si»  mueli  hfttt-r  tilli.-<l. 
Ilivr  \\a^  -.nth.Mv«l  \n  r.ani  the  woiuls  that  lineil  mt»M  nf  the 
river-ltank-,  iiiiniriLT  hi<  ma>ter  tnun  lime  t<»  time  at  the  jmrt 
ai^e-*  iir  lainlin-j''. 

A-i  t"i»r  tlh-  niiv^it.n.Mry  ainl  the  ei'rp«»ral.  impatieh'-e  t'(>riiie<i 
nil  ]>ari  ^f  iln-ir  pn-^ent  ili^pi»<iti'«n.  The  tirM  ha<l  heeii  lei|. 
hy  the  ar:t'ul  JN-ii-r.  !••  rvpii-t  LTeat  reMiJtv  t<>  his  theory  fr«tiii 
the  ;i^-emlii\  ..f"  tlii«  f'*  whii  li  vxa-  !••  meet  in  the  '*  ••p«'nint;«» ;'" 
arnl  ih«'  «rii|:jM':i^  pai-.ej  w a-,  in  ««iie  M-n-e,  i^jjini;  a**  MintHv 
t»n  tin*  palh  <'t"  ili'-lT'i'ti'-n.  a- anv  sinner  it  ha«i  vwt  hei-ii  hi- 
«liily  !')  waMi  «t'  IiIn  Imt.-.  wa^  pr.M-,-r.lin.^  in  tin*  >ann'  ilireeiiiin 
in  ali-'thi-r.  TIm-  .-.H  |.'.lal.  t.i..,  \\a^tiie  ihlpi'  "f  l*e!er'>  artiti«'es. 
Thi^  man  ha  1  he.ml  -•  Mi;iii\  -l.-rii-^  !-•  tin-  In<lian'>  piejii«lii*e, 
a!  ih-'  <li!!t  r-iiT  p. .-.i^  whi-n-  h--  ha-l  h.-en  *!ali«'ne«l.  a<  a!  fir*!  t-* 
p  ri-h  r  hirrt  r\.-.i  iiii.:!'.  a\tr^i-i.»  makinLT  the  pre<M>nt  journey 
iri  hl^  •■•'Mip.iiiv .  Th'-  111' ■•i----i!v  i«t'  the  •■a***-,  a**  ennneeifil  uith 
th-"  pi«  -•■rxati-'ii  fj"  hi-  "WJj  lil'i-  after  the  ma^siere  nf  K«»rt  I  >ear- 

l-'i:!.  aii-i  til.-  iiil!  :«r]- ''  tin-  mi-^ii'iiar_\ .  ha-l   inihii-i-.l  him  tf 

I'V-  r!--'k  h:-  ;i:]  ■..  :ii  |ir.jii«li-  '  -.  ;.ii»l  !■•  l.-ri^et  fpinit^n!*  that,  it 
!iM\\  ....  Ml.  I  t..  [:-'n.  h:i>l  l-ri  :»  r.ii-.Mil..l  Im  'Tpir.  i  hu'i.*  fairlv 
v^iilii'i  th.  i;::iii--: -i-  f\  I'.'t.-r'o  v\  lie-.  .1  »lmple-minlei|  ^'ihlivr 
'.:!%'    'h-    i    rj-'i.!!.  wa-  -i'li  <  •  iiMjiii  !■  1\   ma-ji-  the  Iinlian's  ilijpii. 

r.\   ?'H-  Viri.    ;■:■■   .  .1 r' .i'ii.-.|  !hi-    ni'-iitli   <il"  the    Kal:iiiia/ii.>. 

a-  h  I-  ••■  ■  •■  I-  iT-  ■!.  t  e  !i  i-l"  l!i.  -.■  iii.-h  phi'-e-l  the  m«-»t  illlplieit 
i-i..i!.<  I  ■  :i  •\\'  _'■■'•  1  tilth  aii-1  tii«ifll_\  t'lelinLT''  "f  the  vi-rv 
ii  ii-i,'   \*  h-  -    »  i.tir*     ''\\'\    [-■•ill   -■.•■i-iii.T  an-l    wakiiii;   thuiii^hts. 
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were  devoted,  not  only  to  his  destruction,  hut  to  that  of  the  ^  ^ 
whole  white  race  on  the  American  continent.     So  bland  was  /■/*■* 
the  manner  of  this  terrible  saTAf^e,  when  it  comported  with  his 
views  to  conceal  his  ruthless  designs,  that  persons  more  prac- 
tised and  observant  than  either  of  his  two  companions  might 
have  been  its  dupes,  not  to  say  its  victims.     While  the  mission- 
ary was  completely  mystified  by  his  own  headlong  desire  to 
establish  a  theory',   and  to  announce  to  the   religious  world 
where  the  li>st  tribes  were  to  be  found,  the  corporal  had  aided    / 
in  deceiving  himself,  also,   by  another  process.      With  Aim, 
IVter  had  privately  conversed  of  war,  and  had  insinuated  that 
he  was  secretly  lal>oring  in  behalf  of  his  great  father  at  Wash- 
ington, and  against  the  other  great  father  down  at  Montreal. 
As  1  between  the  two,  Peter  professed  to  lean  to  the  interests  of     '* 
the  first ;  though,  had  he  laid  bare  his  inmost  soul,  a  fiery  ha- 
tred of  each  would  have  been  found  to  be  its  predominant  feel- 
ing.    Hut  <  Corporal  Flint  fondly  fancied  he  was  making  a  con- 
ct-aled  man'h  with  an  ally,  while  he  thus  ac('ompanied  ono  of 
the  ficn'est  eii«»inios  of  his  nice. 

F'eter  L**  not  to  l»e  judi^Ml  too  harshly.  It  is  always  n»sj>ecl- 
ablc  to  defend  the  fireside,  and  the  land  of  one's  nativity,  al- 
thou<;li  the  cause  connected  with  it  may  l>c  sometimes  wrong. 
This  Indian  knew  nothing  of  the  prinriplt-s  of  colonization,  and 
had  no  conception  that  any  other  than  its  original  owners — 
original  so  far  a««  hi**  tniditions  reach«Ml —could  have  a  right  to 
his  own  hunting-in^»nnd<.  Of  the  slow  but  certain  steps  by 
whirh  an  ovemiling  Providence  is  extending  a  knowledge  of 
the  tnie  Ood,  and  of  the  great  atonement  through  the  death  of 
his  blessed  Son,  Peter  ha<l  no  conceptit>n ;  nor  would  it  prob- 
ably have  seemed  riirht  to  his  contracted  mind,  ha<l  he  even 
MH'n  and  understoiMl  this  general  tendency  of  things.  To  him, 
the  pale-fai*e  appt*are<l  only  as  a  rapacious  invader,  and  not  a 
creature  olwying  the  great  law  of  his  destiny,  the  end  of  which  is 
doubtless  t«i  help  knowledgt»  to  al>ound,  until  it  shall  **  cover 
the  whole  earth  an  the  waters  cover  the  sea."  Hatred,  inex- 
tinguishable and  active  hatred,  appeared  to  be  the  hiw  of  this 
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mairs  bciiiu; ;  and  he  devoted  all  the  means,  aided  by  all  the  in- 
telligence he  possessed,  to  the  furtherance  of  his  narrow  and 
Bhort-sij;:hted  means  of  vengeance  and  redres«.  In  all  thin,  he 
acted  in  common  with  Tecumthe  and  his  brother,  though  his 
consummate  art  kept  him  behind  a  veil,  while  the  others  were 
known  and  recognized  as  open  and  active  foes.  No  publication 
speaks  of  this  Peter,  nor  does  any  orator  enumerate  his  quali- 
ties, while  the  other  two  chiefs  have  been  the  subjects  of  every 
species  of  descriptive  talent,  from  that  of  the  poet  to  that  of  the 
painter. 

As  day  passed  after  day,  the  feeling  of  distrust  in  the  bosom 
of  the  bee-hunter  grew  weaker  and  weaker,  and  Peter  succeeii- 
ed  in  gradually  worming  himself  into  his  confidence  also.  This 
was  done,  moreover,  without  any  apparent  effort  The  Indian 
ma<le  no  professions  of  friendship,  laid  himself  out  for  no  par- 
ti«'ular  attention,  nor  ever  seemed  to  care  how  his  companions 
re<xanl(Ml  his  deportment.  His  secret  purposes  he  kept  care- 
fullv  Miiothcred  in  his  own  breast,  it  is  true ;  but,  beyond  that, 
no  other  sign  of  duplicity  could  have  been  dis<»oven»d  even  bv 
one  who  knew  bis  objects  and  schemes.  So  profound  was  his 
art,  that  it  ha<l  the  aspect  of  nature.  Pigeonswing  alone  was 
alive  to  the  «langer  of  this  man's  company;  and  he  knew  it~oii!y 
bv  means  of  certain  semi-confidential  communications  received 
in  his  <'haract4'r  of  a  re<i  man.  It  was  no  part  of  Peter's  true 
policy  to  l>e««.ine  an  ally  to  either  of  the  great  belligenMit*  «»t' 
the  day.  <  >n  the  <M>iitrary,  his  ardent  wish  was  to  see  them 
destroy  each  t>ther,  an<l  it  was  the  sud«Ien  occurrence  of  the 
pr»s«Mit  war  that  had  given  a  new  impulse  to  his  hopes,  and  a 
n«'w  stimulus  t<>  hi^  efiorts,  as  a  time  most  propitious  to  his 
purposes.  He  was  perfectly  aware  of  the  state  of  the  Chippe- 
wa'^ feelings,  and  he  knew  that  this  man  was  hostile  to  the 
Pottawattamies,  as  well  as  to  nu)st  of  the  tribes  of  Michigan  ; 
but  this  made  no  ditVerenee  with  him.  If  Pigeonswing  took 
tlie  ><alp  «»f  a  white  man,  he  rared  not  whether  it  grew  on  an 
Kngli^h  t'r  an  Amrri<-an  head  ;  in  either  ca'K*  it  was  the  destmc- 
lion  of  his  enemy.      With  .such  a  jwlicy  constantly  in  new,  it 
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cannot  be  matter  of  narprise  that  Petes  continued  on  just  ad 
good  tennsi  with  PigconRwing  as  with  Crowsfeather.  But  one 
precaution  was  obser\'cd  in  his  intercourse  with  the  first.  To 
Crowsfeather,  tlien  on  the  war-path  in  quest  of  Yankee  icalpSy 
ho  liail  freely  communicated  his  designs  on  his  own  white  com- 
panions, while  he  did  not  dare  to  confide  to  the  Chippewa  this 
particular  secret,  since  that  Indian's  relations  with  the  bee- 
hunter  were  so  amicable  as  to  be  visible  to  every  obsen'er. 
Peter  felt  the  necessity  of  especial  caution  in  his  communication 
with  this  savage,  therefore ;  and  this  was  the  reason  why  the 
Chippewa  was  in  so  much  painful  uncertainty  as  to  the  other's 
intentions.  He  had  learned  enough  to  be  distrustful,  but  not 
enough  to  act  with  decision. 

Once,  and  once  only,  during  their  slow  passage  up  the  Kala- 
mazoo, did  the  l>ee-huntcr  observe  something  about  Peter  to 
awaken  his  original  apprehensions.  The  fourth  day  after  leav- 
ing the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  when  the  whole  party  were 
resting  after  the  toil  of  passing  a  **  carrying-place/'  our  hero 
ha<l  obsened  the  eyes  of  that  tribeless  savage  roaming  from 
one  white  face  to  another,  with  an  expression  in  thcni  so  very 
fiendish,  as  actually  to  cause  his  heart  to  beat  quicker  than 
coniinon.  The  l<x>k  was  such  a  one  as  le  Bourdon  could  not 
rememl>er  to  have  ever  before  beheKl  in  a  human  countenance. 
In  p4>int  of  fact,  he  had  seen  Peter  in  one  of  those  moments 
when  the  j>ent  fires  of  the  vnlrano,  that  ceaselessly  raged  with- 
in hin  lN>M>ni,  were  becoming  ditfieult  to  suppress ;  and  when 
mem<iry  was  busiest  in  recalling  to  his  imagination  scenes  of 
oppression  and  wrong,  that  the  white  man  is  only  too  apt  to 
forget  amid  the  eas4.>  of  his  civiliziition,  and  the  security  of  hit 
power.  But  the  look,  and  the  impression  produced  by  it  on 
Ic  Ik>urdon,  soon  passed  away,  and  were  forgotten  by  him  to 
whom  it  might  otherwise  have  pn>ved  to  be  a  moet  useful 
warning. 

It  was  a  little  remarkable  that  Margery  actually  grew  to  l>6 
attached  to  Peter,  often  manifesting  toward  the  chief  attentions 
and  feelings  such  as  a  daughter  is  apt  to  exhibit  toward   a 
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fatlier.  Thi'*  aroso  from  the  high  and  court^ouH  bearing  of  this 
extraonlinary  savaf^o.  At  all  times,  an  Indian  warrior  is  apt  to 
maintain  the  diixnitii'<l  and  conrteons  hcarinir  that  has  so  often 
hcMMi  n*marko<l  in  the  raee,  hut  it  is  very  seldom  that  he  ff'H»'* 
ont  of  his  way  to  manifest  attention  to  the  j*qnaws.  iMuhtlesn 
these  men  have  the  feelinijs  of  humanity,  and  love  their  wive* 
and  otF>prinif  like  others  ;  but  it  is  so  essential  a  jmrt  of  their 
traininu:  to  suppress  tlie  exhibition  of  sueh  emotions,  that  it  is 
seldom  the  men*  looker-on  has  tx'easion  to  note  tiiein.  IVter, 
however,  had  neither  wit\'  nor  <  hiM  :  or  if  thry  existed,  no  otu> 
kiu'w  where  tilher  was  to  be  tound.  The  NHme  my>tory 
shrondtd  this  part  «»f  his  history  as  veiled  all  the  rest.  In  hi?* 
hunts,  various  opportunities  otM-umMl  for  exhibitint;  t«»  the 
ft'mah's  manly  attentions,  by  otlerinjr  to  them  the  elif>iee>l 
pirrrs  of  his  tjrjini,.^  an«l  pointing;  out  the  most  approved  Intiian 
niiMli-sof  rookinix  the  mrats,  so  as  to  pressene  tht-ir  savory  pr«.n>- 
<rti«'>.  Tlii-  ln'  did  sparinijly  at  tirst,  an<l  as  a  part  of  a  -%!•- 
tiiii  <»f  profound  de<rptit>n;  but  day  by  day,  and  h«»iir  aftor 
h')ur,  m«»xt  t-jM-ijally  with  Man^ery,  did  his  manner  btvonie 
Mii>iMy  h-.^  di'-tant.  and  more  natural.  The  artle>.4nes^,  the 
i;.  Mtle  qualitii's  bN-iided  with  feminine  spirit  as  they  wen',  anil 
tin-  iuiiort-ut  LTavj'ty  «»f  tli«'  jjirl,  appeared  to  win  on  thi^  nearly 
reni"r^«'N>^  ^a\ai.'«',  in  "^pite  of  hi«»  rtfort**  to  resist  her  influence. 
I'rrhapN  tin-  brauty  of  Marirrry  ei»ntribut*'<l  its  sluire  in  exciting 
lln>i'  nnv,'!  ♦•in«»tioii«.  in  tin-  bn-a-^t  of  one  so  stern.  We  i|o  intt 
m»aii  tliai  iN'ter  yirlib-d  t«»  fet-lin^rs  akin  to  it»ve  :  of  thi^  ho 
was  ill  a  iiiaunrr  iui'upabli' :  but  a  man  ean  submit  to  a  gentle 
niraid  t'T  \\«»ni.iii  that  >hall  hr  totally  free  from  pa.Wion.  Thi* 
s-Tt  nf  r.-.^Mpl  P.trr  «-,rtainly  lu-^ran  ti»  ent«'rtain  fi»r  Mar>rery  ; 
an<l  lik«'  iM-ir.iun^r  HI,,.,  a^  m«>n«'}  pnnhiees  money,  it  i»  no. 
siirprisiiii;  that  tin-  .-..ntidt'in-f  «»f  xlw  jrirl  herself,  a-s  well  as  hiT 
M  Mip;4!hir«.,  ^h..Mli|  .■..niiiiut'  t.«  inen'aM-  in  ilu-  favi»r  of  thisi  ter- 
rlMc  Indian. 

liut  I  he  •-Ii:iul:«'s  nf  tVi-liui:,  and  the  various  little  incidenU 
to  whi<-h  \M-  ha\<-  alltitlrd,  did  not  orrur  in  a  sinjrlo  moment 
•t  tinif.      I»a\  pa-M-d  a!'i»r  day.  and  >till  the  eanoc»  were  work- 
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inf?  their  way  ap  the  winding  cliannels  of  the  Kalamazoo, 
placing  at  each  Hetting  sun  longer  and  longer  reaches  of  its 
siiiuoufi  stream  between  the  travellers  and  the  broad  sheet  of 
Mi«'higan.  As  le  Bourdon  hiid  been  up  and  down  the  river 
often,  in  his  various  excursions,  he  acted  as  the  pilot  of  the 
naviirution ;  though  all  worked,  even  to  the  missionary  and  the 
Chip|»owa.  On  such  an  expedition,  toil  was  not  deemed  to  be 
di^-'reditablc  to  a  warrior,  and  Pigeonswing  used  the  paddle 
and  the  pole  as  williugly,  and  with  as  much  dexterity,  as  any 
of  the  party. 

It  was  only  on  the  eleventh  day  after  quitting  the  mouth  of 
the  river,  that  the  canoes  came-to  in  the  little  bay  where  le 
l>i)ur«lr>n  was  in  the  habit  of  securing  his  light  bark,  when  in 
the  openings.  Castle  Meal  was  in  full  view,  standing  peace- 
fully in  its  sweet  solitude ;  and  Hive,  who,  as  he  came  within 
the  range  of  his  old  hunts,  had  started  oif,  and  got  to  the  spot 
the  previt»us  evening,  now  st4>od  on  the  bank  of  the  river  to 
welcome  his  master  an<l  his  friends  to  the  chiente.  It  wanted  a 
few  minutes  of  sunset  as  the  travellers  landed,  and  the  parting 
rays  of  the  trrfut  luminary  of  our  system  were  glan<*ing  through 
X\\v  various  ghides  of  the  o|>enings,  imparting  a  mellow  softness 
ti»  the  herbage  and  flowers.  So  far  as  the  bee-hunter  could 
p<»n'«'ive,  not  even  a  bear  had  visited  the  place  in  his  absence. 
Mn  a<iiMMiding  to  his  abode  and  examining  the  fastenings,  and 
on  rntt'rin;;  the  hut,  storehouse,  <V:c.,  le  Bounlon  became  satis- 
tit'tj  that  all  the  property  he  ha<l  left  behind  was  safe,  and  that 
tlio  foot  of  man — he  almost  thought  of  beast  too — had  not  visit- 
ed the  >\H>i  at  all  during  the  last  fortnight. 
10 
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CnAPTER  XIV. 

"nop«»  in  your  nlo^ntaln^  and  hojH-  fn  j-our  fitroanil, 
lJ<iw  ili.wn  in  tlu-ir  woi>hl[».  ami  li)U«Ily  l»ray; 
Trust  in  >our  strrncth.  an«1  tn-Iiovr  In  your  flreamB» 
But  the  wind  shall  carry  thcra  all  away." 

Bbainabi*. 

Tub  week  whicli  succeeded  the  arrival  of  our  party  at  CkA- 
teau  an  Mitl^  or  Castle  Meal,  as  Ic  Bourdon  u»ed  to  call  hU 
aluult',  wiis  one  of  ver}'  active  labor.  It  was  neceiiAan'  to 
house  the  adventurers,  uimI  the  little  habitation  already  built 
w:i^  quite  insuftirient  for  such  a  purpose.  It  was  given  to  the 
feni.iK'N  who  used  it  as  a  private  apartment  for  themselves, 
while  the  co<»kin(;,  eatin<r«  and  even  sleeping,  f^  far  an  the  males 
were  coneerned,  were  all  done  beneath  the  trees  of  the  oi^cn- 
iiiLT^.  But  a  new  ch'unt*  was  soon  constructed,  which,  though 
waiitiiiLr  in  the  conipleteness  and  strength  of  Castle  Meal,  was 
MitrK'irnt  tor  the  wants  k>(  these  sojouniers  in  the  wildenic«s. 
It  is  «.urpri>ini;  v^ith  how  little  of  tlnjse  conifi»rts  which  civilian- 
tion  iiidinT-i  us  to  re;;ard  ;is  necessiiries  we  can  get  along,  when 
<  a^t  int«»  tln'  nnd*.t  of  the  westeni  wilds.  The  female  who«e 
tout  h.(^  trodden,  from  infancy  upward,  on  nothing  harder  than 
a  ir»MMl  rarjHt — \\\\n  has  been  reared  amid  all  the  appliaiioes 
of  abundanre  and  ai1,  stems  at  once  to  change  her  nature, 
aloML^  with  lur  habitN  and  oftm  pn»ves  a  hendnc,  and  an  active 
a^-iMant.  when  tlnre  wa-^  so  nnnli  reason  to  apprehend  she 
miLdit  turn  out  to  b«'  mrnly  an  encinnbrance.  In  the  course 
ot'  a  lit'.*  that  i<  now  irrttiiii:  to  be  well  sti>red  with  experience 
ot'  tlii««  siTt,  a^  well  a>  ot"  many  other  varieties,  we  can  recall  a 
huTidnd  cases   of  women,    who  were   bom   and   nurtured    in 


THK     OAK      OPKKIKOR.  219 

nffl nonce  iind  abundance,  who  have  clieorfiill y  quitted  the  scenes 
of  youth,  thoir  Hilkfl  and  sating  thoir  china  and  plate,  their  ma- 
h<Hj:iny  and  Rruns*?!!*,  tty  follow  husbands  and  fathers  into  the 
1%  ilih'rncss,  there  to  compete  with  the  savaj^e,  often  for  food, 
and  always  for  the  final  possession  of  the  soil ! 

But  in  the  cjise  of  Dorothy  and  Hlossom,  the  chanp^  had 
never  been  t>f  this  very  brojwl  character,  and  habit  had  long 
lM»en  prcparin<^thcm  for  scones  even  more  s;ivap^e  than  that  into 
wliii'h  tli«»y  wen?  now  cjist.  Both  were  accustomed  to  work, 
as.  bli'ss<>d  i>e  G«mI  !  the  American  woman  usually  works;  that 
U  to  say,  within  doors,  and  to  render  home  neat,  comfortable 
and  Welcome.  As  housewives,  they  were  expert  and  willinp^, 
con>ideriiij;  the  meaj^eness  of  their  means;  and  le  Bourdon 
tohl  the  half-delighted,  half-blushing  Margery,  ere  the  latter 
had  U^en  twenty-four  hours  in  his  ckicntc,  that  nothing  but  the 
pres*»nce  of  such  a  one  as  herself  was  wantiug  to  render  it  an 
al>ode  fit  for  a  prince!  Tlien,  the  cooking  was  s<)  much  im- 
pr«»ved  I  Apart  from  cleanliness,  the  venison  was  found  to  be 
m«>n»  savory;  the  cakes  were  lighter;  and  the  pork  less  greasy. 
<  >n  this  subje<'t  of  greas**,  however,  we  could  wish  that  a  stmse 
of  right  wouM  enable  us  to  announce  its  utter  extinction  in  the 
American  kitchen ;  or,  if  not  absolutely  its  extint»ti«>n,  such  a 
snbje<»tion  of  the  unctuous  properties  a»<  to  bring  them  within 
the  limits  of  a  reasonably  accurate  and  healthful  Utste.  To  lie 
fnink.  J)orothy  carrie<l  a  somewhat  heavy  hand,  in  this  res|>ect; 
but  {>retty  Marger}'  was  much  her  sujwrior.  How  this  ditfer- 
I'lH'c  in  <lomestic  discipline  occurred,  is  mon»  than  we  can  say; 
but  «»f  its  existence  there  can  be  no  doubt.  There  are  two 
v»Ty  resp<»etable  sections  of  the  civilize*!  world  to  which  wo 
should  inuigine  no  nitional  being  wouM  ever  think  of  rosi^rting 
in  onler  to  aetpiirt?  the  art  of  cooker}*,  and  those  are  <»ennany 
and  the  land  of  the  rilgrims.  One  hears,  and  reads  in  those 
fh»giuit  sjwcimens  of  the  polite  litonitun^  of  the  ilay,  the  lettem 
fmui  Washington,  and  fr»»m  various  travellers,  who  g»>  up  and 
t\nwu  this  river  in  steambimtts  or  aliuig  that  railway,  pratix^ 
inueh  in  honi>r(>f  the  g4M)d  things  left  ladiind  t'le  se\'eral  writem, 
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ill  llic  **  region  of  the  koek;"  but,  woe  betiilc  the  \^ij:ht  wh  • 
is  silly  oiKuijxh  to  believe  in  all  this  j>oetieal  iniagety,  and  \ih'» 
travels  in  that  direction,  in  the  expectation  of  finding  a  goi»l 
tabli'  I  It  is  extraordinary  that  sueli  a  marked  ditfert-nee  d'»i- 
exi>t,  on  an  interest  i>f  this  magnitude,  among  suoh  near  neigh- 
bors ;  but,  of  the  fa<t,  we  should  think  no  intelligent  and  ex- 
pcrieiK^ed  man  <;an  <loubt.  Relieving  as  we  do,  that  no  small 
jMHli(»n  o(  the  (.'leint'iits  t»f  nati<uial  ehanictcr  can  be,  and  are, 
foriiuMl  in  the  kitchen,  the  circumstance  may  appear  to  u**  **( 
more  moment  than  to  some  of  our  readers.  The  vacuum  left 
in  to«»kery,  between  I>t»ston  and  Baltimore,  for  instan«-e,  is 
something  like  that  which  exists  between  Le  Verriers  ne» 
planet  and  the  sun. 

Uut  Margery  could  even  fry  pork  without  causing  it  to  swim 
in  grease,  and  at  j>reparing  a  venison  steak,  a  professtvl  cook 
was  n«it  her  superior.  She  also  under>tood  varitnis  little  niy»- 
ti-rie-,  in  the  way  of  ^'onverting  their  berries  and  fruits  i»f  the 
wihlernes^  int«i  plexsmt  dishes  ;  an<l  ('orporal  Flint  S4»on  aflimie*! 
that  it  w.is  a  tliousiui<l  pities  she  did  not  live  in  a  tjurrison^ 
which,  agrei'ably  to  his  view  of  things,  was  something  like 
plaeiii._f  Iht  at  the  r(fm/'t<fir  «>f  the  Cafe  de  Paris,  or  of  marrying 
lur  t«»  M»nie  M-etnid  Val«'l. 

Willi  tlie  eating  and  drinking,  the  buiMing  advance<l  )'itri 
7*//.>.v//.  IMgeon^wihg  bioULrht  in  his  veni.M»n,  his  ducks,  hi> 
pii:roii<,  and  his  game  of  ditferent  varieties,  daily,  keeping  the 
lar.h'r  «juite  a>  w<'ll  Mipplied  as  «**imported  with  the  waniith  of 
tin-  wi-atlier;  while  the  others  worked  on  the  new  chitutt,  \\\ 
onhr  t.»  obtain  materials  tor  this  building,  one  so  much  lar)j^iT 
tli.i'i  Ills  nM  aiMi.Ir.  r»eii  wfut  Up  the  Kalam:L/oo  about  half  a 
iniN-.  wlHif  Ih-  t'lled  a  snlliritut  number  y^i  young  pines,  Vt\\\\ 
trunks  ,,f  about  a  f«»oi  in  diameter,  rutting  them  into  h'n^h*» 
oi  tui'iity  and  thirty  ftMt,  ropcetively.  TIicm*  lengths  ''r 
truiik^,  wtre  n»ll«-d  int-i  the  rixer,  d«»wn  which  they  slowly 
ll'»:il..l,  iiniil  th«'\  arri\ed  ahreast  of  (.'a.stle  Meal,  when*  they 
wrp-  met  by  ret«'r.  in  a  «an«»e,  wh<»  to\\e<l  each  stick,  a>  i: 
airi\»*  1.  to  the   pla-e   of  landiiiLT-      In  this  way,  at  the  vwA  «..' 
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twr)  <layH'  work,  a  Biifficicnt  qunDtity  of  materials  was  collected 
to  cominence  directly  on  the  building  itself. 

Log-houses  are  of  so  common  occurrence,  as  to  require  no 
]»articular  description  of  the  one  now  put  up,  from  us.  It  was 
rather  less  than  thirty  feet  in  length,  and  one-third  narrower 
than  it  was  long.  The  logs  were  notched,  and  the  insterstices 
were  filled  hy  pieces  of  the  pine,  split  to  a  convenient  size.  The 
ro<»f  was  of  hark,  and  of  the  simplest  construction,  while  there 
was  neither  door  nor  win<low;  though  one  aperture  was  left 
for  tlie  first,  an<l  two  f«»r  the  last.  Corporal  Flint,  however, 
wa-*  resolved  that  not  only  a  door  should  he  made,  as  well  aa 
shutters  for  the  windows,  Y>ut  that  the  house  sh<mld,  in  time, 
So  picketed.  When  le  Biainlon  renitmstrated  with  him  on  the 
fnlly  of  taking  so  much  unnecessary  pains,  it  led  to  a  discusaicm, 
in  whifh  the  ini<sionary  even  felt  constrained  to  join. 

*' What's  the  use— what's  the  use.'"  exclaimed  le  Bourdon 
a  littlf  impatiently,  when  he  found  the  corporal  getting  to 
U*  in  earnest  in  his  propositi.  **  Here  have  I  lived,  siifely, 
two  s<'a<4»ns  in  Ca'*tle  Meal,  without  any  pickets  or  palisiides ; 
an^l  yet  you  want  to  turn  this  new  house  into  a  reg'lar  gar- 
rison I'* 

"  Aye,  Bourdon,  tliat  was  in  jmirenhle  times ;  but  these  is 
inir  times.  I've  seen  the  fall  of  Fort  Dearborn,  and  I  don't 
want  tt»  set'  the  fall  of  another  post  this  war.  The  Pottawat- 
tainic''  is  hostile,  even  IVter  owns;  and  the  Pottiiwattamies 
ha*  been  here  once,  as  you  say  yourself,  and  may  come  ag'in." 

"Tilt*  only  Pottawattamie  who  has  ever  been  at  this  spot,  to 
my  kiiowled^rc,  is  «lead,  and  his  bones  are  bleaching  up  y«mder 
ill  the  openings.     No  fear  of  him,  then." 

••  Hi-  boily  is  gone,"  answen»d  the  coqmrjil;  **and  what  is 
inort\  the   rifle  is  gono  with  it.       I  heard  that  his  rifie   had 

1 n   fonrottcn,  and  went  to  collect  the   arm**  left  on  the  field 

•  >!*  battle,  but  fouii'i  nothing.  No  doubt  his  friends  have 
biirnc<K  or  burie<l.  the  chief,  and  they  will  l»e  apt  to  take 
:inother  look  in  this  quarter  of  the  countr}',  having  Tarnt  the 
roa^L" 


2'J2  T  II  K      OAK      O  I'  K  N  I  N  G  8  . 

BixltMi  was  struciv  with  this  intelliLronce,  as  well  &s  with  the 
roasoiiinir,  ainl  at*t»'r  a  iiioincnt's  pause,  he  answered  in  a  way 
that  showt'«l  a  waveriiijx  jmrpose. 

**  It  will  tak«»  a  week's  work,  to  picket  or  palisade  the 
lionsi'/'  he  answered,  **and  I  wish  to  be  busy  among  the  bees, 
onoe  more." 

^Mloto  your  bees,  Uourdon,  and  leave  nie  to  fortify  and 
i^arrison,  a<;  beronu's  //?//  trade.  Parnon  Amen,  here,  will  tfll 
you  that  the  ehiMreii  of  Israel  are  often  bloody-minded,  and 
are  not  to  l>e  for«rotten." 

"Tlie  <<»rporal  is  ri;;ht/'  put  in  the  missionary;  **thc  cor- 
poral is  ijuite  riijlit.  The  wlu>le  history  of  the  anricnt  Je^h* 
iriv<'s  u>  this  character  of  them  ;  and  even  Saul  of  Tarsus  was 
bent  on  pcrst'«'uti<»n  and  hlaii^rhter,  until  his  hand  wjis  stayed  by 
till'  dinM-t  inanilrstation  of  the  power  of  (rod.  I  can  see  ^lini- 
nuriniTs  of  this  spirit  in  Pt-tcr,  and  this  at  a  moment  when  he 
is  almost  ready  to  admit  that  h4*\s  a  des«"endant  of  Israel.'' 

*»  Is  INtrr  ready  to  allow  tliatf'  asked  the  bee-hunter,  with 
m«»io  iiiten*>t  in  tin?  answer  than  he  would  have  been  willing  to 
allou. 

'»  An  ^r.Mid  as  that — yes,  quite  :is  tT'^^d  as  that.  I  can  see, 
plainly,  that  Peter  has  snrii<«  heavy  mystery  on  his  mind; 
>.»«»ii»  r,  or  laltr,  we  shall  learn  it.  When  it  tfot's  come  <iut,  tlio 
woiM  may  be  prepared  to  learn  the  whole  history  o(  the  Ten 
TrilM-.:*'  * 

*'  In  my  intlirm«nt/*  ob>erved  ther-orpond,  *'that  chief  could 
i:i\i'  till'  history  of  twi-nty,  if  he  was  so  minded.*' 

**'rherf  w«re  but  trii  of  them,  bn)ther  Flint — but  /»*«  ,•  and 
of  thoxr  ti-n  In*  t<»uM  i^ivr  u-*  a  full  an<i  highly  interesting;  nc- 
eount.  <  hie  of  th.-^i-  «lays,  we  shall  hear  it  all;  in  the  mean 
tiiiH',  it  may  b«*  wijl  mouudi  X**  turn  one  i>f  these  bouses  into 
soiiM'  surt  i»f  a  LTarri^i'ii.'' 

••  L«t  it.  tlun,  1m-  Ca-tl.'  Meal,'*  saiil  le  Bourdon;  **surelv.  if 
any  i»ne  i-  to  be  .b  t'lii.li-.I  and  fortitie<l  in  this  «ay,  it  ou^ht  to 
1m'  tli<'  >^oMi'-ii.  Voii  iiia\  racily  )ialisidi>  that  hut,  which  ia  so 
niu«li  stroiiixrr  th.m  tlii-*,  and  ^o  mueh  smaller.'* 
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With  tliift  compromise,  the  work  went  on.  The  corporal 
(iu^  a  trench  four  feet  deep,  encircling  the  *'  castle,^'  as  happy  as 
a  loni  the  whole  time  ;  for  this  waa  not  the  first  time  he  had 
boon  at  Auch  work,  which  he  considered  to  be  altogether  in 
character,  and  suitable  to  his  profession.  No  youthful  engineer, 
fre^  fn>m  the  Point,  that  seat  of  militar}'  learning  to  which  the 
repnl>Ii«;  iacven  more  indebted  for  its  signal  successes  in  Mexico, 
than  to  the  high  militar}*  character  of  this  population — no  young 
:«spinint  f<»r  glory,  fresh  from  this  useful  school,  could  have 
gn>:itcr  delight  in  laying  out  his  first  bastion,  or  counter-scarp, 
or  glacis  than  Cor])oral  Flint  enjoyed  in  fortifying  Castle  Meal. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  this  was  the  first  occasion  he 
wa^•ever  actuidly  at  the  head  of  the  engineering  department. 
Hitherto,  it  had  been  his  fortune  to  follow ;  but  now  it  had 
U^unie  his  duty  to  Iwid.  As  no  one  else,  of  that  party,  had  ever 
been  employed  in  such  a  work  on  any  previous  occasion,  the 
ooq)oral  did  not  afifect  to  conceal  the  superior  knowledge  with 
whi<*h  he  was  overflowing,  (vershom  he  found  a  ready  and 
active  assi>tant;  for,  by  this  time,  the  whiskey  wiw  well  out  of 
him  ;  ami  he  toiled  with  the  greater  willingness,  as  he  felt  that 
the  imlisjides  would  add  to  the  si^eurity  of  his  wife  and  sister. 
Neither  did  Tarson  Amen  disilaiu  to  use  the  pick  and  sh«>vel; 
for,  while  the  missi<uiary  had  the  fullest  reliance  in  the  fact  that 
the  red  men  of  that  regi«»n  were  the  <lescendants  of  the  chil«ln*n 
of  Israel,  he  regarded  them  as  a  portion  of  the  chosen  ]K'oplo 
who  wen*  living  under  the  ban  of  the  divine  displeasure,  ami  as 
more  than  usually  influenced  by  tln»se  evil  spirits,  whom  St^ 
i'aul  mentions  as  the  powers  of  the  air.  In  a  word,  while  the 
giNxl  missionary  had  all  faith  in  the  final  conversion  and  restora- 
tion <»f  these  children  of  the  f«»rests,  he  did  not  overlook  the 
farts  of  their  prcM'nt  barbarity,  and  gn\'it  pr*)j»enMty  to  scalp. 
He  was  not  i|uit«'  as  efiieient  as  <tershom,  at  this  novel  employ- 
ment, but  a  certain  inlNirn  xeal  rendered  him  Intth  active  and 
us<>ful.  As  for  the  Indians,  neither  of  them  deigned  to  t«>uch 
a  t<H)l.  Pig«>onswing  had  little  opportunity  for  m*  doing,  indeed, 
being  usually,  fn.»m  the  ribiug  to  the  setting  »un«  out  hunting 
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for  the  support  of  the  party;  while  Peter  pastted  most  of  his 
tiiiif  in  runiination?*  ami  st»litary  walks.  Thi**  last  paid  littlv 
atti'iititui  in  the  work  about  tlie  castle,  either  knowinjr  it  woahl, 
at  any  moment,  hy  an  act  «>f  treachery,  be  in  his  jx»wer  to  ren- 
der all  these  precautions  of  no  avail ;  or,  relyinix  »»n  the  amt>unt 
of  siivajje  force  that  he  knew  was  ab«iut  to  collect  in  the  opcn- 
inj;^.  Whenever  he  cast  a  j^lance  on  the  projrress  of  the  work, 
it  was  with  an  eye  of  j^ivat  inilitierence :  «)nee  he  even  curried 
his  duplicity  so  far,  as  to  make  a  sujrjrostion  to  the  cor|H->ral,  by 
iii'-ans  of  which,  as  he  hinisi«lf  expressed  it,  in  hi'*  ini|H*rfect 
Kii:;li>ij — *'  Injin  no  ^vt  ill^*ide,  to  use  knife  and  tomahawk/* 
This  siMMuiuLj:  in«litrcrence,  on  the  jiart  of  Peter,  did  nut  escape 
the  nliM  rvatioii  of  the  bee-hunter,  who  became  still  le?»!»  dis- 
trustful I  if  that  mysterious  s:iva£re,  as  he  noted  hiH  conduct  in 
cnnnectii»n  with  the  di^ptisitions  making  for  tlefenee. 

\a'  lioiirdi»n  wouM  not  allow  a  tree  of  any  sort  to  be  felled 
any \N here  near  his  alM»«le.  While  the  corporal  and  hin  a#«o- 
ciati-.  wrre  bu«*y  in  tliinjinix  the  trench,  he  had  ijfone  to  a  con- 
si.  br.iMi*  dlMance,  quite  out  i»f  si^ht  frtun  Castle  Meal,  and 
iH-.ir  lii^  LTeat  liiLrhway,  the  river,  where  he  cut  and  trimmed 
the  neer^siry  nuiiil»er  of  burr  iKiks  t'or  th«'  palisades.  iicNlpn 
lab.n-.Ml  I  In-  iimiv  «heeil'ully  at  this  work.  f«»r  two  es|H'cial  rea- 
s«»iis.  <  )ne  was  the  faet  that  the  defences  mi«:ht  be  useful  to 
hiiiioilt'.   hen  lifter,  as  much  airain^t  bears  as  ii^^ainttt   IntJi:uis; 

aii'I   tl tin T,  beeauM"   Marirery   <laily  brouijht   her  sewing  or 

knittiiiiT.  aipl  »at  <iii  thi>  talleii  trees.  lau;;hini;  anil  ehattiu:;,  as 
the  a\i-  piTt'-niii'l  its  duties.  On  three  s^'vend  occasions  Peter 
wa-  pP-  nt.  aN<»,  a- oinpaiiyini:  P»lt»ssom,  with  a  kindness  of 
ntaiiner.  au«l  an  attention  to  her  pretty  little  tsistes  in  culling 
ll.iwer-.  that  U'Mil.l  have  d*'ne  credit  ti»  a  man  of  a  higher 
M'|i««<l  ••!'  ei\ili/ali.iM. 

Tlie  rea'hr  i-  In  it  !••  ^uppuM',  hiiwever,  beeausto  the  Indian 
pa\s  but  little  ouiwanl  attention  to  the  Mpiaus,  tliAt  he  is  with- 
out natural  tie!  1*1^,  cr  iitaiiliiie'*'*  of  character.  In  sonio  r»- 
spi'it.H  hi-  ihi\ain»UH  .Ifv^tiiui  ti»  the  sex  is,  {terhiipa,  in  no 
<le<^rve  inferior  t<»  that  of  (he  clav.  which  makes  a  pand«  of 
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nii'h  seiitimeiitR,  and  this  ijiiitc  as  much  from  convention  and 
oHtfntation,  an  from  any  other  motive.  The  re<l  man  is  still  a 
ftavaiiro  l»cyond  all  question,  hut  he  is  a  sjivage  with  so  many 
nohler  ami  more  manly  qualities,  when  uncorrnpted  hy  com- 
muiiiun  with  the  worst  class  of  white?*,  and  not  degraded  by 
cxtn'ine  poverty,  as  justly  to  render  him  a  subject  of  our  ad- 
miration, in  s(4f-respect,  in  dignity,  and  in  simplicity  of  de- 
portment. The  Indian  chief  is  usually  a  gentleman ;  and  this 
thoii<rh  he  may  have  never  heanl  of  Ilevelation,  and  has  not  the 
smallest  notion  of  the  Atonement,  and  of  the  deep  obligations 
it  has  laid  on  the  human  race. 

-\mid  the  numberless  exaggerations  of  the  day,  one  of  partic- 
ular <'ajMicily  has  arisen  c<»nnected  with  the  suppose<l  charactt»r 
<»f  a  gentleman.  Those  who  regar<l  all  things  through  the 
iih-diiim  of  religious  feeling,  are  apt  to  insist  that  he  who  is  a 
Christian,  is  necessarily  a  gentleman;  while  he  can  be  no 
thoriiUL^h  gentleman,  who  has  not  most  of  the  <]ualities  of  the 
< Christian  chann'ter.  This  confusion  in  thought  and  language, 
ran  lead  t«»  no  really  usi'ful  result,  while  it  embarras>es  the 
ininiU  «»f  many,  and  renders  the  exprcNsion  of  our  itlejLs  less 
v\i%rX  and  rompri'hensive  than  they  would  otherwise  be. 

We  <ton«-eive  that  a  man  may  l>e  vt-ry  much  «>f  a  Christian, 
and  very  little  of  a  gentleman  ;  or  very  much  of  a  gentleman, 
an<l  \ery  little  of  a  Christian.  Then.'  is,  in  short,  not  much  in 
coiiiiiKiii  between  the  two  <'haracters,  though  it  is  possible  for 
them  t<i  become  united  in  the  same  individual.  Tluit  the 
tini^hed  «^ourt«*sies  of  polished  litV  may  wear  si>me  of  the  a^jK^ets 
t»f  that  benevolence  which  fauces  the  Christian  **to  love  his 
nrii;hbor  iis  himself,"  is  certainly  true,  though  the  motives  of 
the  y»arti<'«i  are  so  very  dit!Vrent  as  to  destroy  all  real  identity 
In'twrrn  them.  While  thr  moving  priin'iple  of  a  gentleman  is 
wlf-P'^pei't,  tluit  of  a  Christian  is  humility.  The  first  is  reatly 
to  lay  down  his  life  in  oriier  to  wipe  away  an  imaginary  tlin- 
honor.  <ir  to  take  the  life  tif  another;  the  hist  is  taught  t«»  turn 
the  other  cheek,  when  smitten.  In  a  woni,  the  tir>t  keeps  the 
wi»rld,  its  opinions  and  its  estimation  over  upjH'nnost  in  his 
10* 


226  THE     OAK     OPENINGS. 

tlioiight'* ;  tlio  last  lives  only  to  rovorence  God,  and  to  conform 
to  liis  will,  in  ol)odii*nre  to  his  revo;ile<l  mandates.  Certainly, 
thtTC  is  that  \vlii<*h  is  lK»th  pratoful  and  useful  in  the  refined 
di'pnrtiiieiit  of  one  whose  mind  and  manners  have  iK^en  polished 
eviMi  in  the  schexils  of  the  world  ;  hut  it  is  depradin^  to  tho 
profinindly  JM-autifuI  suhmission  of  the  truly  Christian  temper, 
to  ima^riiic  that  any  thintr  like  a  monil  parallel  can  justly  be 
mil  hetworn  thi*m. 

Of  fniirsts  IVter  ha<l  none  of  the  qualities  of  him  who  aocs 
and  tVi'ls  his  own  defects,  and  relies  only  on  the  merits  of  the 
aton«>ni('nt  for  his  place  amonc;  the  children  of  light,  while  ho 
had  so  many  of  thoM*  qualities  which  depend  on  the  estimate 
wlii<-li  man  is  so  apt  to  place  on  his  own  merits.  In  this  lust 
s<nsc,  this  Indian  had  a  ^cat  many  of  the  essentialn  <if  a  |jen- 
tli'Mian  :  a  lofty  ciMirtc^y  j>residinjx  over  all  his  intercourse*  with 
others,  wlifMi  pa>t<ion  or  policy  di«l  not  thrust  in  new  and  sad- 
d«*n  prin<'iplfs  of  a<'ti«»n.  Even  the  tiiissionar}*  was  so  much 
struck  with  the  piitlmt-ss  ot'  this  mysti-rious  sjivap?'s  deport- 
iiuiit  in  <'onnr«tion  with  Marj^ery,  as  at  first  to  impute  it  to  a 
irrowing  d»'>irc  to  make  a  wife  of  that  tlower  of  the  wildemesft. 
Tint  rJMstT  «»l»servation  iiidurt'd  j^reatcr  justice  to  the  Indian  in 
this  n-^ptM-t.  Ni)tliiii!X  like  the  nm^asines-*,  impatience,  or  dis- 
tni'-t  •>f  pa<>ion  rt)uld  Im-  tli-i-'i'med  in  hi*  demeanor:  and  when 
l*ar>»»»u  Allien  pen-eiveil  that  tho  l»fe-hunt«*r's  marked  d«'votion 
t.»  the  luaut it'll!  lilosMnii  rather  exeiteil  :i  henevolent  and  kinil 
interest  in  the  t*eelin;r>»  i»t'  Peter,  -«»  tar  at  least  as  one  euuhl 
juilir^'  "t'the  heart  hy  external  ap]>earan<*e^,  than  any  thinjr  that 
lM»re  the  tiepe  aiid  unca-y  impulses  of  jealousy,  he  was  Kitislivd 
that  hi^  oriirinal  iinjire^-i-'H  \^a>  a  mistake. 

As  \r  |Miurd'»n  tl.»nri«»hed  his  axe,  and  Mar^rer}*  plieil  her 
needle-,  inakiiii;  a  \\h«»le'».inie  provision  for  the  comint;  winter, 
the  iii\HtiTi«>u»  Iti«iian  >\oiiid  Mainl,  a  quarter  of  an  hour  at  A 
tinii".  iniiii"\aM«*  a^*  a  statue,  his  ey«'s  rivctetl  first  on  one,  mnd 
th«  11  <*ii  the  lit  her.  What  pas>.e«l  at  such  miuncnts  in  that  htem 
hrea^t,  it  ix.M'id-*  the  peiietnitiou  of  man  to  ••jiy ;  hut  that  the 
eiiiiiti«»n->  thus  pent  uiihiii  harrier*  that  none  couhl  pasti  or  tie- 
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Kiroj,  were  doI  alwmjK  ferocioiii  and  reyeugefid,  a  evefollj  obwr- 
▼mnt  spectator  might  poadblj  have  aospeeted,  bad  mch  a  per- 
son been  there  to  note  all  the  signs  of  wbal  was  appeniHMl  is 
the  chiefs  thoogbts.  Still,  gleamings  of  suddea,  but  iateMe 
ferocity  did  occasionallj  occur;  and,  at  sndi  intfnirtt,  the 
countenance  of  this  extraordinary  being  was  tndy  terrifie.  For- 
tunately, such  bursts  of  uncontrollable  leeling  were  friMicat, 
being  of  rare  occurrence,  and  of  very  short  duration. 

By  the  time  the  corporal  had  his  trenches  dng^  le  Bouidoo 
was  prepared  with  his  palisades,  which  were  just  one  hundred 
in  number,  being  intended  to  enclose  a  space  of  forty  fiset 
square.  The  men  all  united  in  the  transportatioa  of  the  timber, 
which  was  floated  down  the  river  on  a  mft  of  white  pine, 
the  burr-oak  being  of  a  specific  grarity  that  fresh  water  would 
not  sustain.  A  couple  of  days,  however,  sufficed  for  the  traaa- 
portation  by  water,  and  as  many  more  for  that  by  Uud,  between 
thi>  plHce  of  Unding  and  Castle  MeaL  This  much  accomplished, 
the  whole  party  n»4e<i  from  their  labors,  the  day  which  sue* 
cecded  being  the  Sabbath. 

Those  who  dwell  habitually  amid  the  haunts  of  men,  atone 
thoroughly  realize  the  vast  importance  that  ought  to  be  attached 
to  the  great  day  of  rest.  Men  on  the  ocean,  and  men  in  the 
forest,  are  only  t«>o  apt  to  overlook  the  returns  of  the  Sabbath ; 
thuA  slowly,  but  inevitably  alienating  themselves  more  and  more 
from  the  dreail  Being  who  established  the  festival,  as  much  in 
his  own  honor  as  for  the  gooil  of  man.  When  we  are  told  thai 
the  Almighty  is  jealous  of  his  rights,  and  desires  to  be  wonhip* 
pel,  we  arc  not  to  ei»timate  thi^  wish  by  any  known  hnmaa 
HtamUni,  but  are  ever  to  bear  in  mind  that  it  is  exactly  in  pro- 
portion as  we  do  reverence  the  Creator  and  Ruler  of  heaveD 
and  earth  that  we  are  nearcAt,  or  farthest,  from  the  conditioB 
of  the  blesAed.  It  is  probably  for  his  own  good,  that  the  adora- 
tion  of  man  is  pleasing  in  the  eyes  of  Gk>d. 

The  muMiionary,  thi>ugh  a  visionary  and  an  enthusiast,  aa  re- 
spected the  children  of  Israel,  was  a  lealoas  observer  of  his 
iluties.     On  SundayN  lie  never  neglected  to  set  up  his  tabema- 
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clc,  even  though  it  were  in  a  howling  wilderness,  and  went 
regularly  tlmnigh  tlie  worship  of  Gtnl,  according  to  the  fonu  «>f 
the  sect  to  wliioh  he  belonged.  His  influence,  on  the  |ire*MMit 
occasion,  wji8  sullicicnt  t«»  cause  a  >uspcnsiun  of  all  lalM>r, 
though  not  without  s<Mne  renii)nstranj'cs  on  the  part  of  the 
cor]M>ral.  Tiie  latter  contcn<Ied  that,  in  military  affairs,  there 
wjL»»  no  Sunday  known,  unices  it  might  ho  in  peaceable  tinie.s 
and  that  he  had  never  heard  of  intrenchmenUt  *' resting  fnuu 
their  labors,''  on  the  juirt  of  either  the  besieger  or  the  l»esieged. 
AVork  of  that  sort,  he  thought,  ought  t«tgoon,  day  and  night,  by 
means  of  reliefs;  and,  in>tead  of  pausing  to  hold  chundi,  he  had 
actually  contemplated  detailing  fatigue  parties  to  labor  through, 
not  <ndy  that  day,  but  the  wh«»le  of  the  ^ucceetling  night. 

As  for  IVter,  he  never  offered  the  slightest  obje«'lion  to  any 
of  Tarsi  Ml  Amen's  >ermons  <»r  pniyers.  He  listened  t»>  both 
with  unmoved  gravity,  though  no  apparent  impn*ssi<in  was  ever 
math'  on  his  feelings.  The  Chippewa  hunted  on  the  S;ibli:ith4 
as  much  as  on  any  other  day;  and  it  whs  in  reference  t<i  this 
fact  that  the  following  little  eonversatiou  tiMik  place  between 
Margrry  and  the  mi^>ionary,  as  the  f»arty  sat  l»eueath  the  oaks 
pa^'^intr  a  tranipiil  ev4'ntide  at  mid>nmm<'r. 

"How  happen^  it,  Mr.  Amen.*'  siid  Margery,  \\ho  hail  in- 
M'ri^il»Iy  ad«»j>led  th«'  mis>ioiiarv's  Mobri*/u*t,  *' that  no  red  man 
kiipn  til.  Sal»l»ath-hiy,  if  they  are  all  des«*ended  from  the  Jewsj 
'I'tiU  i>  oiif  **(  the  most  re<perte«l  **\'  all  the  commanduieutA, 
and  it  does  i:nt  >eem  natural"  Margery's  use  of  tenus  «aA 
nr.e^s.irily  iiitluen«'ed  by  a<s.Miatii»n  and  educati«m — '*  that  any 
oftliat  pi»j>le  >lh»ul.l  wholly  \'itvj:v\  the  day  tif  rest." 

'•  iVrhaps  vnu  an-  ut*X  aware,  Margery,  that  the  Jews,  even 
in  ri>ili/.i>d  i'>iuntri«-N  ilo  not  keip  the  >:im<'  Sabbath  as  th<! 
i'liristians,"  ri-tunnd  the  missionary.  "They  have  public 
Mor^hijt  oil  a  Saturday,  a^  we  *\f  on  a  Sunday.  Now,  I  did 
ihink  1  >;iw  SI  •me  ^iijns  uf  iVti-r's  priv.-itely  worshipping  yev 
tn-ilay,  while  f*  were  all  m>  busy  at  our  garrison.  Vou  may 
h.iv  o|.srr%«>d  how-  thought t'ul  and  silent  the  chief  wan  in  the 
midillc  4if  the  afternoon." 


}  , 
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**  I  t//./  olMicrvc  it,"  said  the  bcc-huntcr,  **  hut  must  own  1 
•liil  IK  ft  ftuspei't  him  of  lioMing  meeting  for  any  purposes  within 
himself.  Tliat  was  one  of  the  times  when  I  like  the  manners 
aiiti  (»ehavi<»r  of  this  Injin  the  k»a«»t/' 

"  We  do  not  know — we  do  not  know — perhaps  his  spirit 
MnigphMl  with  the  temptations  of  the  Evil  One.  To  me  ho 
ap|>eared  to  \>c  worshipy>in*r,  and  I  set  the  fact  down  as  a  proof 
that  the  red  men  keep  tlie  Jewish  Sahhath." 

**  I  did  not  know  that  the  Jews  keep  a  Sal^hath  different  from 
our  own,  else  I  init^ht  have  tlioujjht  the  sjime.  But  I  never 
saw  a  Jew,  to  my  knowleili>:e.      Did  you,  Margery  ?" 

•'Not  to  know  him  for  one/*  answiTrd  the  ;jfirl ;  and  true 
riH.iiirli  was  the  remark  of  earh.  Five-and-tliirty  years  a^o, 
AuhTira  was  singularly  not  only  a  (^hristian  but  a  Pn»testant 
nation.  Jvws  certainly  did  exist  in  the  towns,  but  they  were 
so  blended  with  the  rest  of  the  population,  an<l  were  S4>  few  in 
nundier,  as  scan'cly  to  «ttra«*t  attention  to  thi-m  as  a  sect.  As 
f  T  tli«-  Uoniaiii^ts,  they  too  had  their  churrht>s  and  their  dio- 
re^'s ;  but  wh.'it  untravdlcd  Amcri«;an  ha<l  then  ever  si'en  a 
nun.'  Fn»m  monks  Heaven  be  prai>ed,  we  are  yet  spared: 
and  this  is  s'lid  witlitnit  any  prejudice  aijainst  the  denomination 
t«»  whii-h  they  usually  belong.  He  win*  has  lived  mueh  in 
i-ountric'i  where  that  seet  prevails,  if  a  man  of  a  |>artielc  «>f  liber- 
ality, s<M>n  Irarns  that  piety  an»l  reven'nce  tor(fod,  and  a  deej) 
M'ns«»  <»f  all  the  <'hristian  obligations,  ean  ju<t  as  well,  nay  bet- 
ter. exi>t  in  a  stat«'  <»f  soriety  where  a  profound  submisMon  to 
urll-CNtahlisheil  do«riii:m  i<  to  Im'  found,  than  in  a  state  of  so- 
eitiy  wiierc  there  is  >o  nnnh  |»olitieal  freedtMu  :L*i  to  imluce  the 
verie«»t  pn  tcn«iers  lo  learning;  t«»  iniairine  that  e;irh  man  is  i\ 
rhunh  and  a  hierarehy  in  his  own  ]M-rson  I  All  this  i^  rapiilly 
ehant^inif.  Koniani^s  ab.>und.  anil  sp«»ts  that  half  a  century 
i»iii«-e.  a|»pean'il  to  he  the  most  iniprobahle  places  in  the  world 
to  aiJinit  «»f  the  ritrs  of  the  priests  of  Rome,  now  hear  theehanta 
and  prau-rs  nf  the  mass-bo.»ks.  All  this  shows  a  tenilency  t«>- 
wa-d  thjit  great  cumminirling  of  believer*,  which  is  doulnless  to 
, .recede  the  final  fusinu  of  stM»ts,  and  the  pn'dieteil  en*U 
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On  the  Monday  tliat  succeeded  the  Sabhath  mentioned^  the 
oor])oral  hud  all  his  men  at  work,  early,  pinning  together  hi* 
]>alisades,  makinp^  them  up  into  manageable  bctita,  and  then 
Mting  th(Mn  up  on  their  legs.  As  the  materiaU  were  all  there, 
and  quite  ready  to  he  put  together,  the  work  advanced  rapidly; 
and  bv  the  time  the  buu  drew  near  the  western  horizon  once 
intire,  C:istlc  Meal  was  surrounded  by  its  briatling  defences. 
The  whole  was  erect  and  stjiy-lathed,  waiting  only  for  tlie  earth 
to  1)0  shovelled  back  into  the  trencli,  and  to  be  pounded  well 
down.  As  it  was,  the  palisades  offered  a  great  increase  of 
sri'urity  to  those  in  the  chifntfty  and  both  the  females  expressed 
tlH'irol»ligations  to  their  friends  for  having  taken  this  impoitant 
st«'p  t«>wanl  |)rotecting  them  from  the  enemy.  AVhen  they 
ri'tirt'il  tor  X\\\\  ni<xht,  every  thing  was  arranged,  so  that  the  dif- 
ferent members  of  the  party  might  know  where  to  assemble 
within  the  works.  Am<mLr  the  effects  of  Gershom,  were  a  conch 
and  a  horn  ;  the  latter  being  one  of  those  commim  instmmeutji 
of  tin,  which  are  so  mueh  uscmI  in  and  about  American  fann- 
hoiiM-s  to  call  the  laln^rers  from  the  field.  The  conch  was  given 
to  the  men,  that,  in  eiise  of  need,  they  might  sound  the  alann 
from  without,  while  the  horn,  or  trumpet  of  tin,  was  suspended 
by  the  d<»or  of  the  rftimte^  in  order  that  the  females  might  have 
nM-mr^f  to  it,  at  necil. 

About  niidiiiirhl,  long  after  the  whole  party  had  retire^l  to 
n-M,  anil  wh»'n  the  Millness  of  the  hour*  of  deej»t*st  rep«Mie  reigned 
over  till'  openinir^,  the  bee-hunter  was  aw«)ke  fn>m  his  slet*p  bj 
an  uiiwiintt'd  call.  At  first,  he  could  Si*an*e  believe  his  senses, 
H»  plaintivr.  and  yet  so  wild,  wilh  tin*  bhist.  But  there  could 
br  no  mi>tak(':  it  wa^  the  h<»rn  fnun  the  chifnft\  and,  in  m 
ni'inient,  he  wa**  on  his  feet.  l(y  this  time,  the  corporal  was 
af'oitt,  ami  pre>ently  all  the  men  were  in  motion.  On  thia  oe- 
ra*«ion,  <ier>lioni  nianiteMed  a  readiness  and  Apirit  tliat  apoke 
e<|ually  well  f^r  hi>  In  art  and  his  courage.  He  was  forenioai 
in  rushing  to  the  u>o [stance  of  his  wife  and  sister,  though  le 
Hounlon  Wit**  very  close  on  his  heels. 

On  reaching  the  gate  of  the  jmlisiitle,  it  was  found  doeed* 
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nnd  barred  within ;  nor  did  any  one  appear,  until  Dorothy  was 
Aamtnoned,  by  repoatcl  caliss  in  the  well-known  voice  of  her 
htishanil.  When  the  two  feinales  came  out  of  the  chientt, 
jrreat  wa8  their  wonder  and  alann  !  No  horn  liad  been  blown 
by  either  of  them,  and  there  the  instrument  itself  hun^r,  on  it* 
[>e^,  w>  quiet  and  nmte  as  if  a  bla^t  ha4^1  never  been  blown  into 
it.  Tlie  U'e-hunter,  cm  learning  thin  extraonlinar)'  fact,  looked 
aronnd  him  anxiously,  in  order  to  asf*(.'rtaiii  who  mi<rht  be  ab- 
sent. Even'  man  was  present,  and  ea^rh  |H.T!*on  hlood  by  his 
anns  no  one  Y>etraying  the  slightest  C()n«M!iou<nesft  of  knowing 
whenct*  the  unaccountal»Ie  Hummons  ha^l  proceeded  ! 

**  Thi5  has  l»een  done  by  you,  cor|>oral,  in  order  to  bring 
\\%  t«»irether,  under  anns,  by  way  of  practice,"  le  B*»union 
at  Ivngth  exrlaime<i. 

'*  False  alann  s  is  useful,  if  not  oven  lone ;  especially  among 
raw  tnmps,"  answered  Flint,  coolly  ;  *•  but  1  have  giv«'n  none 
t<»-night.  I  will  own  I  did  intend  to  have  you  all  out  in  a  day 
or  two,  l»y  way  of  prartiro,  but  I  have  thoutxht  it  u^'h-ss  to 
atti'uipt  too  murh  nt  once.  When  X\w  tfarriMm  is  tiiiisheil,  it 
will  Ik*  timr  enough  to  drill  the  men  to  the  alarm -post;&.** 

•*  What  is  your  opinion,  PetiT  ?"  continued  li'  Hounlon. 
*'  Vou  und«'rstand  the  wildemt'ss,  and  its  way«».  To  what  is 
thi"*  oxtr'ofnary  rjill  «)wiug  ?  Why  have  we  Ikm-u  brought  here, 
at  thin  hour?" 

*'S«»melM>dy  blow  horn,  m«)st  likely,"  answvreil  I\'t«T,  in  his 
uiiinove<l,  [)hilosophi<*.'il  manner.  •*'S|his4»  ilon't  know;  den 
ran't  tell.     Warrior  «»ft<'n  hear  'lann  on  war-path." 

"Thi*  is  an  onjweountable  thinir  !  If  1  ever  heard  a  horn,  I 
heard  onr  t«>-niirlit;  yet  thi^  i^  the  only  horn  we  have,  an*!  no 
one  ha^  touched  it!  It  wa**  not  the  eoneh  I  heard;  then*  is 
no  mi<itakin«^  the  ilitlerenee  in  *^*und  between  a  shell  and  a 
horn  ;  and  then?  is  the  eonrli,  hanjrinir  at  iiershonrs  neek,  just 
whi're  it  ha**  In-en  the  whole  niixht." 

'*N«>  oiif  has  touelied  the  i-oneh — I  will  answer  for  that,** 
retunieti  Cffershom,  laying  a  hand  on  the  shell,  an  if  to  make 
?ertain  idl  waa  right. 
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**This  is  most  cxtr'or'iiary !  I  heard  the  horn,  if  ears  of 
mine  ever  heard  such  an  instrument!'* 

Each  of  the  white  men  added  as  much,  for  every  one  of  them 
had  distinctly  heard  the  blast.  Still  neither  could  suggest  any 
probable  clue  to  the  mystery.  The  Indians  said  nothing ;  but 
it  was  80  much  in  conformity  with  their  habits  for  red  men  to 
maintain  silence,  whenever  any  unusual  events  awakened  feel- 
ings iu  others,  that  no  one  thought  their  deportment  out  of 
rule.  As  for  Peter,  a  statue  of  stone  could  scarcely  have  been 
colder  in  aspect  than  was  this  chief,  who  seemed  to  be  alto- 
gether raised  above  every  exhibition  of  human  feeling.  Even 
the  corporal  gaped,  though  much  excited,  for  he  had  been  sud- 
denly aroused  from  a  deep  sleep ;  but  Peter  was  as  much  supe- 
rior to  physical,  as  to  moral  impressions,  on  this  occasion.  lie 
made  no  suggestion,  manifested  no  concern,  exhibited  no  curi- 
osity; and  when  the  men  withdrew,  again,  to  their  proper  hab- 
itation, he  walked  backjd  with  them,  in  the  same  silence  and 
calm,  as  those  with  which  he  had  advanced.  Gershom,  how- 
ever, entered  within  the  palisade,  and  passed  the  remainder  of 
the  night  with  his  family. 

Tlie  bee-hunter  and  the  Chippewa  accidentally  came  togeth- 
er, as  the  men  moved  slowly  toward  their  own  hut,  when  the 
following  short  dialogue  occurred  between  them. 

'*  Is  that  you,  Pigeonswing  ?"  exclaimed  le  Bourdon,  when 
he  found  his  friend  touching  an  elbow,  as  if  by  chance. 

**  Yes,  dis  me — want  better  friend,  eh  ?" 

**  No ;  Tm  well  satisfied  to  liave  you  near  me,  in  an  alarm, 
Chippewa.  WVve  stood  by  each  other  once,  in  troublesome 
times;  and  I  think  we  can  do  as  much,  ag'in." 

'*  Yes  ;  stand  by  friend —dat  honor.  Nebber  turn  back  on 
friend  ;  dat  my  way." 

**  Chippewa,  who  blew  the  blast  on  the  horn  ? — can  you  tell 
me  that  /" 

'*  Why  don't  you  ask  Peter?  lie  wise  chief — ^know  ebbery- 
t'ing.  Young  Injin  ask  ole  Injin  when  don't  know — why  not 
young  pale-face  ask  ole  man,  too,  eh  ?" 
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'•  Pigeoa«wing.  if  truth  wm  «Md.  I  h^her^  h  •'•.■oJ-i  b<  foaod 
that  you  su.'tpect  Peter  of  baTiiiz  a  hao*i  is  ths*  ba«izke«i>>  f 

ThU  speech  wa:*  rather  too  i-iiocziati^  for  the  '*'vnir»r*h^r.*i  >o 
of  the  ludiaDf  who  an«wered  acoordinir  to  h»  ^^q  partL^ralar 
view  of  the  matter. 

'*  iVifi't  blow  horn  wid  hand.^  he  ftaid — -  Injin  hlow  wid 
moot',  just  like  pale-fe^^e."* 

The  l»e^- hunter  did  not  reply :  bu:  hi*  companion**  remark 
hid  a  tendency  to  revir*?  in  hi*  brea^  ceruin  nupl^x^^ul  and 
«ii^tru!*tful  feeUngn  t^fwanl  the  my^teriouA  mt^ist**.  whi^-h  th«.'  in- 
cidents and  communications  of  the  la<  two  ve^rk«  ha^l  h^  m 
strong  tendency  to  put  to  sleep. 
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ClIAITEU  XV. 

"  NoiH*  krmw:*  hi.*  lln^■.■l;^^  tnzv,  or  naiiic; 
Ili.'t  I'Mikii  Hn<  liki*  th«-  o|iou«>  iif  (.'uiica^ui«:  hiii  crtt 
Ht-^il  with  Ihe  vI-mIi-iii  wf  ri.Ili'i-|«-i|  ;!;:*■!». 
In  irn*«  ii.  iititmiki  ii  ytar*  hf  >*•*  -.  'lis*  mIiI, 
Thr  u'l-rii-rition!*  {KistA  like  aiitiiinn  ft-iilts. 
fJanivrM.  ri»n-um»'il.  :iii«|  >itrindni:  f^'^h  li<  lifi. 

Airuiii  lo  |nri.-h " 

IIiLLiiorne. 

No  further  disturbaiioe  took  place  that  ni^^ht,  and  the  men 
>«t  :il»nut  tilliiiir  up  till*  tn-inhos  in  thi*  iiiomini;  steadily,  as  if 
iit*thiiiir  iiad  h:i]>penLMl.  Thfv  talk(.*il  a  little  t»f  the  extra* >^ii. 
ii;ir\  oiTuiTt'iP-**.  I»ul  nn»n'  wiL**  thouijht  tliaii  x»//V/.  Lo  B«>unl<*n 
njiMrvi-.L  Iiowrvcr,  thai  I*iLrf«njswiiij^  went  earlier  than  us>ual  to 
tiie  hunt,  and  that  lie  inadt*  lii<  preparations  vla  if  he  exiKvted 
til  !•»■  al»<4'nt  nn»re  than  the  eti-itoniarv  time. 

An  there  >\»n'  ju>t  nne  hundri'd  teet  nf  iliteh  to  till  wiiL 
dirt,  the  ta^k  wa**  ounipleted.  and  that  ipiite  thonmghly,  h»ii|» 
vn-  the  rj.iHi-  i»t'  the  day.  The  poundiiitr  down  <»f  the  earth 
eonMinied  nmre  time,  an^I  \i:ls  min-h  more  iahorioiis  than  the 
nuri-  tumhlihi;  cf  the  eartii  haek  into  it*i  former  lied  :  hut  even 
tlii^  porti.»?i  I  if  the   Work  wa-*  Mitlieiently  attendeil  to.      When 

all  wa-*  d tin-  •■••rp«»ral  hiniM-Ii',  a  viTy  eritieal  si»rt  i»f  piTMin 

ill  wh-it  hi-  r:tl!<-.l  *' i^arri-*' •!!'«/'  ua<>  fain  to  all«»w  that  it  was  at 
**  pr«tt\  a  pit  i-e  iif  pali-^aijin^"  a^  he  had  ever  laid  eyi**  *»n. 
Till-  "  irarii«."'n"  want*-.]  •»nly  ••m-  thin*;,  imw,  to  render  it  a 
f-rmid.-d-li'  j»"M — and  that  wa**  water — in>  sprinij  or  well  exl^t- 
in:;  within  it-*  narn»w  limit** ;  hnufvi-r,  he  proeiinvl  two  or  three 
iinpt\  harn-U,  pi»rtiiin«»  of  ]<•  Knur* Ion's  elfeets,  plat*ed  them 
'.viiliin  thu  wurkN  and  had  them  tilled  with  sweet  water.     By 
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oMijityinjj  til  in  wator  two  or  three  time*  a  week,  ami  refilHtit* 
the  bam  "Is  it  was  thouf^ht  that  a  sufficient  provision  of  thai 
ffn-at  nnu'ssary  would  be  ina<lo  an»l  kept  up.  Luckily  the  cur- 
poniFs  *'  prarrison"*  did  not  drink,  and  the  want  was  so  much  the 
iriorc  easily  supplied  for  the  moment. 

•  '••  truth,  the  chientC  was  now  converted  into  a  place  of  some 
stren^h,  when  it  is  <:nnsiderctl  tliat  artillery  lia^l  never  yet  pen- 
etrattMl  ti>  those  wilds.  More  than  half  the  savaj^  of  the  wett 
fouuht  with  arrows  and  s|H.>ar^  in  that  day,  as  most  still  do  when 
the  jrrrat  prairies  are  reached.  A  riflrman  >*>  posti-d  as  to  have 
his  ImhIv  in  a  frreat  me^isure  covered  l»y  the  trunk  of  a  hurr- 
<»ak  tree,  would  l»e  reasonably  se<'urc  iurainst  the  missives  of  an 
In«lian,  and,  usin^  his  own  fatal  in>tniment  of  death,  under  a 
stMise  of  personal  security,  he  would  become  a  formiilabic 
o|i|>onent  to  dislodge.  Nor  was  the  smallness  of  the  work  any 
f»i>J4'rti(»n  to  its  security.  A  single  well-armed  man  might  suf- 
fice to  ilefend  twenty-live  feet  of  jKilisa^ics,  when  he  would  have 
been  insutficient  to  make  good  his  position  with  twice  the 
«*\tvnt.  Then  le  I^)urdon  had  cut  lo«»ps  on  three  sides  of  the 
hut  itsolf,  in  onler  to  tire  at  the  bears,  and  S4»metim<'s  at  the 
deer,  which  had  often  approached  the  building  in  its  days  of 
sojiiinle  and  quiet,  usinjr  the  window  i»n  the  f«>urth  side  for  the 
same  purpose.  In  a  word,  a  sense  of  incre:t*ied  security  was 
felt  by  the  whole  party  when  this  work  was  completed,  thougli 
one  arrangement  wa*  still  wanting  to  render  it  |K*rfect.  \^y 
sepanitiiig  the  real  garris4>n  from  the  nominal  garrison  during 
tlie  night,  tliere  always  exi>ted  the  danger  of  sur|>rise ;  and 
the  ri»rporal,  now  that  his  tort iticat ions  wen*  finished,  smm  de- 
vis4Ml  a  plan  to  obviate  this  l:L<t-name«l  ditKeulty.  11  is  ex|HHli- 
ent  was  ver}'  simple,  and  Inul  s«>mcwhat  of  barrack-life  a]H»ut  it. 
('or|tonil  Flint  raisi*d  a  low  platfomi  along  one  side  4»f  the 
chimtpy  by  placing  there  logs  of  pine  that  were  sijuanNl  on  t»ne 
of  their  sitles.  Ab«>v«>,  at  the  height  of  a  man*s  hea<l,  a  nnif 
of  bark  wa>  reare«l  «m  poles,  and  pniirie  grass,  aide«l  by  hkins, 
formed  very  comlortable  barrac.k-}>eds  beneath.  As  the  men 
were   expcete*!  to   lie  with  their  heads  to  the  wail  of  the  hut. 


236  THE      OAK      OPKSISQB. 

:ijm1  thi'irfd'i't  oiitwanl,  there  \vasampK»  space  for  twice  thoir  niim- 
l»er.  ThitlnfF,  tlion,  w»'ro  all  the  homely  provisions  for  the  nif;ht 
trarisporte«l ;  ainl  when  Mar;;(ery  elose«l  the  door  of  tho  ehienti^ 
athT  returninir  the  bee-hunter's  eonlial  ^oA  nijrht,  it  wa«*  with 
no  farther  apprehrnsion  for  the  win«Hnj;  of  the  mystprioiis  horn. 

Tlio  tirst  niifht  that  surree^h-il  the  new  arran^'inent  paswd 
without  any  «listurhanee.  Pijreonswinjif  did  not  return,  as 
ustial,  at  >unset,  aii<i  a  little  um-aMness  wa«  felt  on  his  su'count ; 
hut,  as  he  ina«h*  his  appearanee  *piite  early  in  the  morning,  this 
s«turre  of  oonciTri  eraM'd.  Nor  di«l  the  Chippewa  come  in 
rnipty-haiiiied  :  he  ha<l  killed  not  only  a  Iniek,  Imt  ho  had 
k?Mn"k«*d  nvtT  a  bear  in  hi^  rambles,  besides  taking  a  inesi*  of 
faiiitvu^ly  tine  trout  frouj  a  brawling  stream  at  no  pvat  distance. 
The  \\A\  were  eaten  for  bn-akfast,  and  immediately  after  that 
rural  wa*^  ended,  a  party  "Started  to  l»rln<;  in  the  venison  and 
brar's  nn*at,  under  the  lead  of  the  Chippewa.  Tliis  party  con- 
>iMid  of  till*  <orporal,  <nT>hom,  the  bee-hunter,  and  Pigeons- 
wiiiir  hiiii«»»'lf.  WhiMi  it  left  the  ijarrison,  the  females  wore  »pin- 
iiiuir  biiicath  the  shade  of  the  oaks,  and  the  missiouary  vaa 
'll-iour-inir  with  I*rt<r  «»n  the  subjeet  of  the  euMoms  of  the  lat- 
trr's  p.'.>j»l«'.  ill  the  hojK*  »if  ih'rivin^j  facts  to  illustrate  his  theory 
«»t"  thr  trn  l«M  tribi'S. 

Till-  bu'k  was  fnund,  suspemled  from  a  trt^o  am  usual,  at  th« 
di-tain-f  «»t"  only  a  miji'  fnun  the  "  ^arris<>n,"  as  the  coq>orBl 
n-'W  unifiTmly  i-alled  »M  ViJi'  Meal/'  lloro  the  party  divided; 
Fli?it  a?id  <n'r>hom  shoulderinir  tlie  venison,  and  I'ij^eoDswin^ 
l.M«liriir  tin-  bre-hunter  si  ill  further  from  home  in  (|oe»t  of 
Uniiii.  A-  till*  two  la<>t  ni<»vt>il  throui;h  the  ])arkdike  trees  and 
^^bi'lr-*  ••!'  til'-  ••pi'iiiii'Ts  a  <lial<>Lrn>'  orrurrot]  that  it  may  help 
al'iii:;  th'-  in«i«lfiit-  iifMur  h'Lr«*ud  to  ree4)rd. 

"  V'Mi  ni.-tib-  a  I'Mii:  hunt  ot"  it  xeMrnlay,  l*ij^»onswing,"  ob- 
M*r\i'<l  1<*  r>our>l>>ii.  a<>  sdmh  as  hi'  fnund  him'«elf  alone  witli  his 
i>M  ally.      "  Whv    did*nt  you   couk'   in  at  ni^ht  accordin*  to 

rUH?.»ni." 

**  Too  iiiui-h  i** — too  nmch  fA;.     Dat  good  reason,  ehf**  waa 

•hi'  au'^wcr. 


J 
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*'  Your  do  was  to  kill  one  buck  and  one  bear,  no  such  great 
matter  after  all ;  and  your  see  could  not  much  alter  the  case, 
since  ."K'einjf  a  whole  regiment  of  the  creatures  couldn't  frighten 
a  man  lik*-  you." 

**  No  said  frighten,"  returned  the  Chippewa  sharply.  "  Squaw 
frighten,  not  \varri*»r." 

**  I  ask  your  pardon,  Pigeonswing,  for  supposing  such  a  thing 
jMiXHible  ;  though  y«>a  will  remember  1  did  not  think  it  very 
likely  to  be  the  fa<rt  with  tfnii,  I  will  give  you  one  piece  of 
a<ivice,  however,  Chippewa,  which  is  this  —do  not  be  ready  to 
jump  down  every  man's  thn>at  who  may  happen  to  think  it 
]>«>s.Mble  that  you  might  be  a  little  skeary  when  enemies  are 
j»lenty.  It  Is  the  man  who  feels  himself  strongest  in  such  mat- 
ters, that  is  the  least  likely  to  take  otFi'iiee  at  any  loose  remark 
nf  this  nature.  Your  fiery  devils  go  «)tf  sometimes  at  half-eook, 
l»eeau>e  they  have  a  secret  whisperer  within  that  tells  'em  the 
rbai^e  is  true.     That's  all  I've  to  say  just  now,  Chij>|>ewii." 

*•  Don't  know — don't  hear  (understand)  what  you  say.  No 
frighten,  tell  you — dat  'nuff," 

"No  need  «»f  being  like  a  steel-trap,  Injin — I  understands,  if 
you  ilon't.  Now,  1  own  I  am  hkeary  when  there  is  reiison  for 
it,  and  all  I  can  say  in  my  own  favor  is  that  I  don't  begin  to 
run  Wtore  the  danger  is  in  sight."  Here  the  bee-hunter  paused, 
AUii  walked  some  dLstanee  in  silence.  When  he  ilid  resume 
the  di-ifourne,  it  wjis  to  add — **  Th<»ugh  1  must  confess  a  man 
may  htur  danger  as  well  ;is  see  it.  That  horn  luis  troubled  me 
Tii<»ri*  than  I  should  like  to  own  to  Dorothy  and  pretty  Bios- 

IMMII." 

**  IJi'ss  alway  let  Mpiaw  know  mo>t  den,  sometime  she  help 
i\<  well  as  warrior.  Bounlon,  yt»u  right — oiuiht  to  feel  Jifeard 
€if  «lat  honi." 

*'  Ha  I  Do  you  then  know  any  tiling  abimt  it,  rige<mswing, 
that  you  give  this  opinion  f ' 

*•  ilf.'ir  him  ju'W  like  rest.     <iot  ear,  why  not  hear,  eh  ?" 

**  Aye,  but  your  manner  of  speaking  just  now  said  more  thaD 
this.      rerha|»s  yi>u  bh'w  the  h«»ni  younk'lf,  ^^\\\\  ^'^'*  •" 
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**  niilii't  toiioli  liiin,"  rctumwl  the  Tiidian  coldly.  "Want 
to  bli-op — ilon't  want  to  blow  tnimpet." 

*'  WluMii  <!«»  you  tlicn  suspect?     Is  it  Peter?" 

**Xo — don't  touch  him  nudder.  Lay  down  by  mc  dcre 
when  horn  blow." 

**  I'm  frla<i  to  hear  tliin  from  you,  Pijjconswinp,  for,  to  own 
tlie  trutli,  I've  liad  my  misjjivings  about  that  onaerountjiblo  In- 
jin,  and  I  did  think  he  might  have  been  up,  and  have  f^ii  hold 
(►t'thi*  horn/' 

**  No  tou»:h  him  at  all.  Fast  'ulecp  when  bom  blow.  What 
make  W'U'T  come  in  upenin\  eli  ?     You  know  ?" 

'*  I  know  no  more  than  he  has  himself  told  me.  By  h»  nr- 
count  then*  is  to  be  a  great  council  of  red  men  on  the  prairie, 
a  few  mi  Irs  from  this  sp«»t ;  he  is  waiting  ft>r  the  appointed  day 
to  romc,  in  order  to  go  and  make  one  of  the  chiefs  that  will  lie 
iIhtc.      N  n«>t  this  true,  ('iiip|)ewa  f 

*'  Vcs.  dat  true — what  dat  <'ouncil  smoke  round  fire  for,  eh! 
Yoii  know  .''* 

**  Nis  I  d«»  not,  and  wouM  be  right  glad  to  have  yon  tell  Bie« 
rigron-wini^.  IVrhaifs  the  tribes  mean  to  have  a  meetin*  to 
drtmninc  in  their  own  minds  which  Mc  they  ought  to  take  in 
till"*  war." 

*'  Not  dat  nudd«T.  Know  well  'nough  which  side  take.  Got 
iii<'>«si<ri-  aifl  wampum  from  Canada  fadder,  and  mo^t  all  Injin 
up  thi^  away  l«»ok  lor  Yankc*'  sralp.     \ot  dat  nudder." 

'' 'I'lit'ii  I  liavi'  ni»  notittn  what  is  at  tli«'  botttun  uf  tlii*  c«tuD- 
••il.  IVtrr  '»«;rni'*  tt»  expect  great  things  from  it;  tliat  I  i*Mn 
Ml-  bv  hi-*  way  of  talking  and  b»oking  whenever  he  spi»akft  of 
it." 

'•  r«tt'r  w.iTit  to  M»r  him  very  mudi.  Smoke  at  great  many 
sirh  r..uinil  liri'." 

••poyt'U  iiitcnil  tt»  be  ]iresent  at  this  council  on  IVairia 
K"uri-1  .'*' a^ketl  tin*  bi>i>- hunter.  inniMviitly  en<iugh.  PigiHin*- 
wiiiiT  tiinif.l  til  JiMik  at  \i\^  i-<tnipanii>n,  in  a  way  that  sconied  to 
in>{uiri-  how  far  Iw  was  really  the  ilupe  of  the  myHtorioiui  Id- 
dian\  wili-s     Tlifn.  ^iiddt-nly  awar«'  of  the  iui|)ortance  of  aot 
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betraying  a]l  lie  hiniAelf  knew,  nntil  the  proper  moment  had 
arrived,  he  bent  his  eyes  forward  again,  continuing  onward  and 
answering  H<.»niewhat  evasively. 

'*I><>n't  know,"  he  replied.  "Hunter  nebber  tell.  Chief 
want  venit«on,  and  he  must  hunt.  Just  like  squaw  in  pale-face 
wigwam — work,  work — sweep,  sweep — cook,  cook — never 
know  when  work  done.     So  hunter  hunt — hunt — hunt^" 

**  AujI  for  that  matter,  Chippewa,  just  like  squaw  in  the  red 
man's  village,  too.  Hoe,  hoe — tlig,  <lig — carrj',  carry — so  that 
ahe  never  knows  when  she  may  sit  down  to  rest." 

**  Yes,"  returned  Pigeonswing,  coolly  nodding  his  assent  as 
he  moved  steadily  forward.  **  Dat  <lo  riglit  way  wid  squaw — 
juss  what  he  good  for — juss  what  he  maiiefor — work  for  warrior 
and  oook  his  dinner.     Tale-face  make  too  much  of  squaw." 

**  Not  accordin'  to  your  aocmint  of  their  manner  of  getting 
along,  Injin.  If  the  work  of  our  s^juaws  is  never  done,  we  can 
lianlly  make  too  nmch  of  them.  Where  does  Peter  keep  hit 
Hjiiaw  r* 

**  lK»n't  know,"  answered  the  Chippcwtu  *'  Xobody  know. 
I^trn't  know  where  his  tribe  even." 

"This  is  ver}-  oxtraor*nary,  considering  the  influence  the  man 
j^'cins  to  enjoy.  How  is  it  that  he  has  so  completely  got  the 
cars  of  all  the  red  men,  far  and  near  ?" 

To  this  qnotion  Pigeonswing  gave  no  answer.  His  own 
mind  was  s<»  far  un<ler  lVter*s  control  that  he  did  not  choose  to 
t«'ll  inor«»  than  might  ho  prudent.  He  was  fully  aware  of  the 
iny«.t«-rii»us  i*lii«t"s  principal  design,  that  of  <lcstroying  the  white 
nifc  altogether,  and  of  restoring  the  red  men  to  their  ancient 
rii^hts  but  si»venil  reasons  prevented  his  entering  into  the  plot 
ht-art  and  hand.  In  the  first  place,  he  wjis  friendly  ^>  the 
•'Yankees/'  from  whom  he,  pers^mally,  hail  received  many 
f«vnr-  and  no  wrongs;  then,  the  trihe,  or  half-tribe,  to  whi<*h  he 
In'Ionged  had  l»een  employed,  m«»re  «>r  less,  by  the  ;igents  «»f 
th«*  Ameri«*an  governun-nt  a>  runners,  and  in  other  capaeiiies, 
ev«'r  sin<'e  the  peace  of  'S3;  and,  l;istly,  he  hinis<'lf  ha^l  lK»en 
left  much  in  different  garristms,  when*  he  hu4l  not  only  acquired 
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lii*^  Hn<>f1is]i,  but  a  habit  of  thinking  of  the  Americans  m  his 
frien^ls.  It  ini^ht  also  be  a<l«lud  that  Pipoonswinjr,  thiiu«;h  far 
b"is  iriftnl  !»y  natuH'  than  the  inystorioii'*  IVtor,  ha«l  fonncd  % 
truer  istiiii.-itr  nf  tlu*  |)owt»r  <»f  tho  '*  Ya!ikei»s,"  an«l  (\'u\  not  be- 
lievL-  tliry  wvn*  t«»  bo  aniiihilato*!  si»  rasily.  IIi>w  it  hap|H^ned 
that  this  Iihliaii  had  <>«iiiu'  tn  a  conrhisifMi  s*t  iniioh  ssifer  than  that 
<»f  IVt«T's,  a  man  of  twirc  \\\>  ca parity,  is  nmiv  than  we  can 
explain  :  tlnMiirli  it  was  jimliably  4»v\injj  to  thr  arridcntal  «Mrruni- 
sta?n'cs  of  }ii«*  limn*  intiniato  as«.iM'iati»»ns  with  thf  white'*. 

TIm'  brr-linntiT  was  by  natnn'  a  man  i>f  «»]»s<T\-ati<»n.  a  faculty 
that  his  habits  ha<l  bnth  iiHTfasi'd  and  stimnlatei).  Had  it  ni>t 
Immmi  f«»rt!i«'  maniur  in  uhioh  Iir  wasMil>mittinir  to  the  influrnce 
nf  Marir«'ry,  bo  wiinM  loni;  liotnrt*  ha\o  Sfon  that  in  the  ib*|K>rt- 
imrit  of  th«'  Chipprwa  wbirli  \\4Mild  havo  a\iakonei|  hi'*  ili"*- 
trM««t :  not  that  Mar^rry  in  any  way  rntb'avnrt'd  to  liliini  him 
t«»  >\liat  wa--  pa'»^inir  bo!"i'r«'  his  farT,  but  that  !io  wa**  fa«.t  ifottinj* 
t<«  ba\i'  t'yf"*  only  tor  In-r.  l>y  this  tinn*  she  tilleil  imt  «»nly  hi* 
uaki?iir,  biM  nia?iy  «'t'  lii-  slri'pinjr  thuutrhts  ;  and  when  shi»  w;4» 
Imt  ai-tnally  bi't'^'ri'  biin.  rliarniiriix  iiim  with  Iht  boaiity,  eit1i\on- 
in.:  liiTii  wiih  Iht  artli-*-*  i:ayrty,  and  in^jiirinir  him  with  her 
iii?i'M'.'?it  Imni'T.  br  tani-ird  «»!m' was  tht-n*.  iniai^inatinii.  pi-rhaps 
ln'i.:bti  hi?i;:  all  Tli"^f  aivantairrs  wliii'h  wi-  havi*  onumonti'd. 
W  Ii.  n  a  ni.in  i-  tli«-r"Ui:Iily  in  l«»vi'.  1h'  in  .piito  apt  ti»  bo  til  f«ir 
v«iy  littlr  rl-«'  btit  ti>  UY^*'  lii-i  suit.  Sn«h,  in  a  oortain  wa\. 
pp. '.■•'.  1  til  br  tb«'  «'a*i'  with  If  Ii'«Mpb>n,  wlin  allitwod  thinir*  X** 
p:i—  umIm'.  di-i  •liri'tiv  brt'tP'  bi^  *'V»'^  tliat  pri'vitiu-ily  t"  hi- 
:i  .jii.ji'itaiP-.-  uitli  MarLf'TV  w-'uM  n«it  only  !iavi'  brrn  ••!i>»'r\i'd. 
I.i;?    wlii-!i   w.:!:!   li:i\«-   nio^t    pP-bably   h-i    to  •».inH*    pnii-li.*al 

n-ii;;-.     Tl i.'lii' t  "t"  ri'.;io!i^«iii<;  wa^  annui:;  the  rin*uin- 

».?;iiii.  -  !!i:it  w.M-  tlni-  ..\' rlfiki'i  bv  «-nr  hrro.  In  ptdnt  •>f 
t"4  !.  Tl  t.  r  \\a-»  -l.'wh  bnt  '•nnl\  \\i»rkini:  t*M  the  mind  nf  the 
i  liipp'wa.  •  li;in'jii.Lr  Ji'il  bi-»  opi?iion^  radit-ally,  anl  leaohin|r 
bini  t"  iiLr-ai'l  «  V'  n  pali-  t".h'i'  :i-  an  riinny.  Tin*  taj»k,  ill  thi:* 
ii:-Ta?i''-.  wa-  i."t  •  .i^\  :  t'«»r  I'iirt'tin-'vvini:.  in  a^blition  to  his 
l^'.rii  mI  pn .ptn-itii  •«  in  tav.T  of  the  *' VankiT^,"  the  result  of 
ni»  I'-  a'l  i.U-nt.  Iia-l .  "I.-  ri\«il  a  n-al  porM»nal  rej^anl  for  lo  I^^ur- 
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doD,  and  whs  very  aIow  to  admit  any-  viewB  that  tended  to  his 
injury.  The  struggle  in  the  mind  of  the  young  warrior  was 
severe  ;  and  twenty  times  wan  he  on  the  point  of  warning  his 
friend  of  the  danger  which  impended  over  the  whole  party, 
when  a  sense  of  good  faith  toward  Peter,  who  held  his  word  ^ 
to  the  contrary,  prevented  his  so  doing.  This  conflict  of  feel- 
ing was  now  constantly  active  in  the  breast  of  the  young  sav- 
age. 

Pigeonswing  had  another  source  of  uneasiness,  to  which  his  . 
companions  were  entirely  strangers.  While  hunting,  his  keen 
eyes  ha^i  detected  the  presence  of  warriors  in  the  openings.  It 
is  true  he  had  not  seen  even  one,  but  he  knew  that  the  signs  he 
had  discovered  could  not  deceive  him.  Not  only  were  warriors  i , 
at  hand,  but  warriors  in  considerable  numbers.  lie  had  found 
one  deserted  lair,  from  which  its  late  occupants  could  not  have 
departed  many  hours  when  it  came  under  his  own  notice.  By 
means  of  that  attentive  sagacity  which  forms  no  small  portion 
of  the  education  of  an  American  In<lian,  Pigeonswing  was  ena- 
bled to  anccrtain  that  this  party,  of  itself,  numbered  seventeen, 
all  of  whom  were  men  and  warriors.  The  first  fart  was  easily 
enough  to  l>e  seen,  perhaps,  there  being  just  seventeen  different 
impressions  left  in  the  gram ;  but  that  all  these  persons  were 
anned  men,  was  learned  by  Pigeonswing  through  evidence  that 
would  have  been  overlooked  by  most  persons.  By  the  length 
nf  the  L'lirs  he  was  satisfied  none  but  men  of  full  stature  had 
been  there  ;  anil  he  even  examined  sufficiently  close  to  make 
out  the  proofs  that  all  but  four  of  these  men  carried  fire-arms. 
Strange  as  it  may  seem  to  those  who  do  not  know  how  keen  the 
senses  become  when  whetted  by  the  apprehensions  and  wants 
of  Mviige  life,  Pigeonswing  was  enabled  to  discover  signs  which 
showed  that  the  excepted  were  provided  with  bows  and  arrows, 
find  s|M*aTs. 

When  the  bee-hunter  and  liis  companion  came  in  sight  of  the 
rap«'ass  of  the  In'ar,  which  they  tlid  shortly  after  the  last  remark 
which  we  have  given  in  the  <iialogue  recorded,  the  former  ex- 
rlaimed  with  a  little  suq>rise  — 
11 
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"  How's  this,  Chippewa !  You  have  killed  this  beut  with 
your  bow  !     Did  you  not  hunt  with  the  rifle  yesterday  ?" 

*'I3iid  fire  rifle  off  now-a-day,"  answered  Pigeonawing,  sen- 
tentiously.     **  Make  noise — noise  no  good." 

**  Noise !"  repeated  the  perfectly  unsuspecting  bee-bunter. 
*^  Little  good  or  little  harm  can  noise  do  in  these  opcoingft, 
where  there  is  neither  mountain  to  give  back  an  echo,  or  ear 
to  be  startled.  The  cnick  of  my  rifle  has  rung  through  these 
groves  a  hundred  times  and  no  liarm  come  of  it." 

**  Forgot  war-time  now.  Hess  nebl»er  tire,  less  canH  help 
him.     I^ottawattamie  hear  great  way  otf." 

**01il  That's  it,  is  it  I  Y»)u're  afraid  our  old  friends  the 
Pottawattamies  may  And  us  out,  and  come  to  thank  us  for  all 
that  happened  down  at  the  river's  mouth.  Well,"  continued  le 
I><>ur«lon,  laugliing,  **  if  they  wish  another  whiskey -spring,  I 
havo  a  small  jug  left,  safely  hid  against  a  wet  day  ;  a  very  few 
drops  will  answer  to  make  a  tolerable  spring.  You  redskins 
don't  know  every  tiling,  Pigeonswing,  though  yoo  are  so  keen 
and  qui<*k-witteil  on  a  trail." 

**  i>ess  not  ti'U  Pottawattamie  any  more  'bout  springs,"  an- 
swiTrd  tlu-  <.'liii»pewa,  gnively  ;  for  by  thi»  time  he  regarded 
the  state  of  things  in  the  o|>eniiigs  to  be  so  sitious  as  to  feel 
littlr  ili<position  to  mirth.  '*  Why  you  di»n't  go  ht»nie,  eh  f 
Why  «lon't  ino<rrint'-man  go  home,  Um  I  liess  for  pale-faee  to 
Im-  wid  pale-fai'e  when  red  man  go  on  war-path.  Color  bei« 
k«'rp  wid  ro|«»r.*' 

*'  I  •^ee  you  want  to  be  riii  of  us,  Pigeonswing:  but  the  par- 
son ha-i  no  thought  of  (|uitting  this  part  of  the  world  until  he  hM 
r.Miviiii-eii  all  tin-  ri-dskiiis  that  they  itfe  Jews." 

"What  /<*•  mr:Mi,  eh.'"  demanded  the  Chippewa,  with 
ni«»r(>  iMiriosity  than  it  was  usual  for  an  Indian  warrior  In 
betray.  *•  What  ^*tn  i»f  a  man  Jew,  vhi  Why  call  red  man 
Jew  r 

**  I  know  very  little  more  about  it  than  you  do  younelC 
PigeoU'^wiiiir;  but  siirli  ari  my  poi>r  knowletlge  is,  you*re  wel- 
come to  it.      You've  hejird  of  the  14il>le,  1  dare  say  !" 
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*'Sartiiin — medicine -man  read  him  Sunday.  Good  book  to 
rc«vl,  some  t'ink.*' 

*'  Yes  it'ft  all  that,  and  a  great  companion  have  I  found  my 
Bible,  when  Tve  been  alone  with  the  bees  out  here  in  the  open- 
ings. It  tells  u»  of  our  God,  Chippewa ;  and  teaches  us  how 
we  are  to  pWase  him,  and  how  we  may  offend.  It's  a  great  loss 
to  you  redi^kins  not  to  have  such  a  book  among  you." 

**  Mcd'ciiie-man  bring  him — don't  do  much  good,  yet,  some 
day,  pYaps,  do  better.     Uow  dat  make  red  man  Jew  ?" 

**  Why  this  is  a  new  idea  to  me,  though  Parson  Amen 
»cem.s  fully  potiiscssed  with  it.    I  suppose  you  know  what  a  Jew 

isr 

*'  D<m't  know  anything  'bout  him.     Sort  o'  nigger,  eh?** 

**  No,  no,  Pigconswing,  you're  wi<le  of  the  mark  this  time. 
Hut,  that  wo  may  understand  each  other,  we'll  begin  at  the  be- 
ginning liko,  which  will  let  you  into  the  whole  history  of  the 
palo-face  religi<m.  A»  we've  had  a  smart  walk,  however,  and 
hvn-  lA  the  bear's  moat  safe  and  sound,  just  as  you  left  it,  let 
us  .nit  down  a  bit  on  this  trunk  of  a  tree,  while  I  give  you 
our  tradition  fn)m  beginning  to  end,  as  it  might  be.  In  the 
first  place,  Chippewa,  the  earth  was  made  without  creatures 
i»f  aiiv  sort  to  live  on  it — not  so  much  as  a  squirrel  or  a  wood- 
ehui^k." 

*•  P<»^)r  country  to  hunt  in,  dat,*'  obsen*ed  the  Chippewa, 
«juietly.  while  le  B«>urdon  wjts  wiping  his  forehead  after  remov- 
ing his  cap.     **Ojebways  stay  in  it  ver}*  little  time." 

**  Tliis,  according  to  our  bi-lief,  was  In'fore  any  Ojebway 
lived.  At  length,  (iod  made  a  man,  out  of  clay,  and  fiishioned 
liiiii,  a.s  we  see  men  fashioned  and  living  all  around  us." 

'*  Ves"  answered  the  Chii»pew;i,  m Hiding  his  head  in  assc^nt. 
"  r>en  Manitou  j)ut  plenty  blood  in  him — dat  make  r^/ warrior, 
nible  <;ood  book,  if  tell  dat  tradition." 

*' TIk*  HiMe  sjiys  nothing  alnmt  any  colors;  but  we  suppose 
thi*  man  first  made  to  have  been  a  pale-face.  At  any  rate, 
tin*  pale-f;i«*es  havr  got  p4>s8ession  of  the  best  parts  of  the 
earth,  as  it  might  be,  and  I  think  they  mean  to  keep  them. 
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First  oonu\  first  s^Tvod,  you  know.  The  pale-taoes  are  iiianr. 
and  arc  >t roller." 

*'  St«»p  I"  cxf'lainie<l  Pirri'onswing,  in  a  way  that  was  very  un- 
usual tnr  an  Indian  to  interrupt  another  when  speaking;  "  want 
tf>  a>k  <iucstion — how  many  palo-t'acc  you  t'ink  i«  dcie  ?  EhbfT 
count  ])ini  ?" 

*•  Count  him  I — Why,  Chippewa,  you  miirht  a»  well  «Munt 
tlic  htM's,  as  they  buzz  around  a  fallen  tree.  You  saw  lue  rut 
<lown  the  tree  I  last  dise»>vered,  an»l  saw  the  inoveiiient  of  tht* 
little  animals,  and  may  jujlge  what  suceess  tongue  or  t»ye 
\\oul<l  have  in  <*ounting  them  ;  now,  just  as  true  would  it  U? 
to  Hip]M)M*  that  any  man  eon  Id  count  the  palc-faee^  on  ihi« 
earth.** 

•*  Don't  want  <'ount  rr//,"  answered  Pigeonswing.  "Want  to 
know  how  many  di-*  >i'k'  of  irn»at  sah  lake." 

•'Tliat'"*  an«>tli('r  matter,  and  m(»re  e:isily  eonie  at.  1  under- 
stand yiiu  ni»w.  <.'hipp<*\\a :  you  wish  to  know  how  many  •♦f  n^ 
tlnre  jin*  in  tin*  enuntry  wi*  rail  Anicrioa  ?'* 

•*.Iu*»>  *»o/'  returned  Pi'jeonswini:.  nodding  in  :i».^*nt.  *'  Ilat 
ju<*  it — ^^iu-'i  what  Injin  want  to  know.'* 

**  WrII.  wi'  i|o  have  a  i*t)nnt  of  our  "jwu  people,  frmii  tiin  ■ 

to  tiiih'.  aii'l  I  >tip|Mi^ iH'  al»«»ut  as  near  to  the  truth  as  ni»n 

eau  ."nir  in  -^Ui  li  a  matter.  There  must  he  ahout  ei'jlil  mil- 
li..ns  ..f  u-  alt'»i:etlii'r :  that  is  old  and  y«»ung,  hig  and  little. 
male  and  female." 

*'  H«»w  many  \^arri«'r  you  i^ot .' — ilon't  want  hear  aliou!  vjuaw 
an«i  jiappiMi-ir." 

*'  N«',  1  «»i'e  vi'u're  warlike  thi«»  mi»rnini;.  and  want  to  M*r  how 
\\*'  are  likely  t me  itut  'tf  thi«»  struLri^le  with  y<mr  gn»al  Can- 
ada t'ather.  <'i.|]ntiii^  at)  r<>un<l.  I  think  Wi*  mi«;ht  muster  h.Hr'! 
•  »!i  upiin  a  inilli«»n  «»f  fiLrhtiiii:  nnMi  — i^ood.  hail,  and  indill'oivnt : 
tliat  in  !.»  h;i\.  tlii  re  miiM  l-e  a  million  of  u^  of  pr«»per  age  !••  ir* 
into  tin-  war^." 

j'i^i-i.ii-win^r  iiia.li-  III!  an^wi-r  tor  near  a  minute.  ll<>th  !;•• 
aii'l  the  lierhuiiti  r  had  'fim'  to  a  halt  alongside  of  the  boar'* 
mi  at.  and  the  iattt-r  wa-  heiriiming  to  prepare  his  own   |Hirti  h 
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of  the  load  for  transportation,  while  his  companion  stood  thus 
niotionlesA,  lost  in  thouc^ht  Suddenly,  Pigconswing  recovered 
his  recollection,  and  resumed  the  conversation,  by  saying — 

'*  What  million  mean,  Bourtlon  ?  How  many  time  so'ger  at 
J>otn)it,  and  so'ger  on  lakes?" 

*'  A  million  is  more  than  the  leaves  on  all  the  trees  in  these 
o|>ening»" — le  Bourdon's  notions  were  a  little  exaggerated, 
perhaps,  hut  this  was  what  he  ttaid — **  yes,  more  than  the 
leaves  on  all  these  oaks,  far  and  near.  A  million  is  a  countless 
nuinl»er,  and  I  sup]H>He  would  make  a  row  of  men  as  long  as 
fr«»m  this  spot  to  the  shores  of  the  great  salt  lake,  if  not 
further." 

It  is  probahle  that  the  bee-hunter  himself  had  no  very  clear 
notion  of  the  distance  of  which  he  spoke,  or  of  the  number  of 
mon  it  wouhl  actually  retpiiro  to  fill  the  space  he  mentioned; 
hut  bin  answer  sufficed  deeply  to  impress  the  imagination  of 
thf  Iniliau,  who  now  help«'il  le  Bourdon  to  secure  his  load  to 
hi^  b:i«'k,  ill  sil«*n<'e,  re<-eiviug  the  same  service  in  return.  When 
till*  in«*at  of  the  bear  was  se^Mirely  bestowed,  each  resumed  his 
ritlt',  and  the  friends  commenced  their  march  in,  toward  the 
ifitentt' :  oonvrrsing,  a>*  they  went,  on  the  matter  whirh  still 
ii.iUpii'd  their  minds.  When  the  bee-hunter  again  took  up  the 
hi>t«»r\  ••fthe  creation,  it  wa-^  to  spi'ak  of  our  commou  mother. 

*' You  will  remember,  Chippi*wa,"  he  said,  **that  I  told  you 
ritUhinir  on  tin*  subjt^ct  of  any  woman.  What  I  have  tobl  you, 
as  y«'t,  c'nsarned  only  the  first  fmtn^  who  w;is  ina<Ie  out  of  clay, 
irtto  whom  <»oii  breathed  the  breath  «»f  life.'' 

"I>at  good — make  warrior  fuss.  Juss  right.  When  breat' 
in  him,  fit  t«)  take  s^alp,  eh  f 

•*  Why,  as  to  that,  it  is  not  easy  ti»  s«h»  whom  he  was  to  sc<ilp, 
^eeintr  that  he  was  quite  alone  in  the  world,  until  it  ploased  his 
Cn-ator  U*  give  him  a  woman  for  a  companion." 

'•T«ll  'bout  dat,"  returned  Pigeonswing,  with  interest — 
*•  tell  how  he  got  s<|iiaw." 

•*  Accorijiir  to  the  Bible,  God  caused  this  man  to  fall  into  a 
deep  sleep,  when   he  took  one  of  his  ribs,  and  out   of  that,  he 
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made  a  squaw  for  him.  Then  he  put  them  both  to  live  to|^th* 
or,  in  a  most  beautiful  ^rdcn,  in  which  all  thin^  oxcolleTit 
and  ])leasant  was  to  be  found — some  such  place  as  these  open- 
in  j^s,  I  reckon." 

**  Any  bee  dere  T'  asked  the  Indian,  quite  innocently. 
**  Plenty  honey,  eh  r 

"That  will  I  answer  f«»r!  It  could  lianlly  be  otherwiM, 
when  it  was  the  inteutii>n  to  make  the  first  man  and  first  woman 
l)erfi'etly  haj>py.  I  dan*  say,  Chippewa,  if  the  truth  was  known, 
it  wou]<l  be  foun<l  that  bees  wjis  a  sippin<;  at  ever\-  flower  in 
that  most  delipfhtful  ji^rden  I" 

*'  Why  pale-face  tjuit  dat  ijardcn,  eh  ?  Why  ci»me  here  to 
driv»*  poor  Injin  'way  from  jra"»e?  Tell  me  dat,  Ri»iirdi*n.  if 
hi'  can  ?  Why  p.ale-fat'e  evrr  leave  ilat  ganlen,  when  ho  w 
huirsiinte,  eh  f" 

•Mind  turne«l  him  out  t»f  it,  Chii»jM?wa — yes.  he  was  tiirnel 
ot(f  of  it,  with  shame  »)n  his  face,  for  having  di^^dH'yrd  th*- 
roninian«lm('nts  of  his  Cn-ator.  Having  left  the  piriion,  hi* 
cliildrrn  havo  s<'atttTod  i>ver  the  fai*e  of  the  earth." 

**  So  como  lnTC  to  drive  oil'  Injin  I  WVll,  dat  'e  way  wi.i 
|»;il» -f;ii'o  I  JUil  evtT  hear  of  nvl  man  comin*  to  ilrive  •»ti"  palo- 
fan-  :*• 

**  1  liavi'  h«-ard  i»f  your  red  >\arriors  ofti-n  coming  to  take  imr 
sf'.-ilps  <'hi]»pfw;i.  M«»re  or  le<s  of  this  ha**  bi*en  done  ev««r}" 
vi'ar,  sinrr  our  jn'opli'  havi*  lan.h-.l  in  Ami-rii'a.  M«»n»  than 
tii:»t  tln'V  liavo  not  d«»ur,  for  \\v  are  t'»o  many  to  Ih»  ilriviMi  wri* 
far  in,  l>y  a  fi'W  si-atteriui;  tribrs  of  Injins.** 

**Tink,  di-n,  ni«»n'  palr-f:i«'e  ilan  Injin,  4'h  f '  asked  the  Chip- 
pr\v;u  with  an  intinM  fo  niaiiifr-t.  that  In*  actually  stt»pp«*tl  in 
hi*,  -rmi  tn»t,  in  oplrr  to  put  tin-  qm-MiiMi  — *•  Mi»n'  |iale-fare 
»arri«»r  dan  nd  nn-n  .'" 

"  M«»r»' I  A\<".  a  tiii»n*«and  tinii'N  morf,  ( 'hippewa.  Wherv 
you  ttiuM  -h'»w  I'Ui'  warrior,  wr  roulii  slmw  a  thousami  !** 

N'mu,  tlii^  wa-*  II.. t  Mri-tly  tnie,  p«rliap:«.  but  it  answered  the 
purp.K*!'  of  di-rp!\  inipri'N^inu'  tin-  rhipp.'wa  with  the  usolcs^nt^ 
.•f  iVti-rV  p]aii>,  an>l  mi  stained  ;f<  it  was  by  his  early  piwlilcc- 


j 


THE     OAK     OPENINGS.  247 

tions  it  served  to  keep  him  on  the  right  side,  in  the  crisis  i^hich 
waA  approa(!hing.  The  diftcourse  continued,  much  in  the  same 
strain,  until  the  men  got  in  with  their  bear's  meat,  having  been 
prc<»tMled  some  time  by  the  others,  with  the  venison. 

It  is  a  little  singular  that  neitlier  the  questions,  nor  the  man- 
ner of  Pigeonswing,  awakened  any  distrust  in  the  bee-hunter. 
So  far  from  this,  the  latter  regarded  all  that  had  passed  as  per- 
fectly natural,  and  as  likely  to  arise  in  conversation,  in  the 
Hay  of  pure  s{>eculation,  as  in  any  other  manner.  Pigeonswing 
intended  to  be  guarded  in  what  he  said  and  did,  for,  as  yet,  he 
had  not  made  up  his  mind  which  side  he  would  really  espouse, 
in  the  event  of  the  great  project  coming  to  a  hcjul.  lie  had 
the  <lefiire,  natural  to  a  red  man,  to  avenge  the  wrongs  com- 
mitted against  his  nice ;  but  this  desire  existed  in  a  fonn  a  good 
df.'d  mitigated  by  his  intercourse  with  the  **  Yankees,"  and  his 
reiranl  for  individuals.  It  had,  nevertheless,  strangely  occurred 
t4»  the  savage  reasoning  of  this  young  warrior,  that  possibly, 
iu»me  arrangement  might  be  effticte*!,  by  means  of  which  he 
shodlii  take  scalps  from  the  Canadians,  while  Peter  and  his 
other  followers  were  working  their  will  on  the  Americans.  In 
this  confused  condition,  was  the  mind  of  the  Chippewa,  when 
he  and  his  companion  threw  down  their  loads,  near  the  place 
whert*  the  provision  of  game  was  usually  kept.  Tliis  was  be- 
neath the  tree,  near  the  spring  and  the  c<H)k-house,  in  order 
that  un  inconvenience  .should  arise  from  its  proximity  to  the 
place  when*  the  party  dwelt  an<l  slept.  For  a  siege,  should 
there  Ik?  fK*casion  to  shut  themselves  up  within  the  **  garrison," 
the  men  <le|HMuleil  on  the  pickled  pork,  and  a  quantity  of  dried 
meat ;  <if  the  latter  of  whii-li  the  mi'isionar)'  ha*!  brought  a 
considerable  supply  in  his  own  canoe.  Among  these  stones, 
wrn^  a  tew  dozen  of  butfaloes\  or  bisons*  tongues,  a  delicacy 
that  would  honor  the  best  table  in  the  civilized  world,  though 
then  so  common  anit>ng  the  westeni  hunters,  as  scarce  to  bi" 
deemed  ftuxl  a**  goixl  as  the  <'#mmon  salted  pork  and  beef  of 
the  settlement.s. 

The  evening  that  ft)llowed  pr«»vetl  to  be  one  of  lingular  soft- 
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ness  and  sweetness.  The  sun  went  down  in  a  cloudless  sky, 
and  gentle  airs  from  the  south-west  fanned  the  warm  cheeks  of 
Marjory,  as  she  sat,  restinc;  from  the  lahors  of  the  day,  with 
le  Bourdon  at  her  side,  speaking  of  the  pleasures  of  a  resideDce 
in  such  a  spot.  The  youth  was  eloquent,  for  he  felt  all  that  he 
said,  and  the  maiden  was  pleased.  The  young  man  coald 
expatiate  on  hoes  in  a  way  to  arrest  any  one*s  attention ;  and 
Margery  delighted  to  hear  him  relate  his  adventures  with  these 
little  creatures ;  his  sucoessi»s,  losses,  and  journeys. 

*' But  are  you  not  often  lonely,  Bounlon,  living  here  in  the 
opt'nin^,  whole  summers  at  a  time,  without  a  living  soul  to 
sp'vik  to  .'"  demanded  Marger\',  coloring  to  the  eyes,  the  instant 
the  question  was  :tsked,  lest  it  should  subject  her  to  an  imputa- 
tion afjjiin«»t  which  her  modesty  revolted,  that  or  wiping  to 
draw  the  discourse  to  a  discussion  on  the  means  of  preventing 
this  solitude  in  future. 

"  I  have  not  been,  hitherto."  answered  le  B<»unlon.  si^  frank- 
ly as  at  once  to  quiet  his  companion's  sensitiveness,  "thou^fh  I 
will  not  answer  for  th<*  futun*.  Now  that  I  have  so  many  with 
nie,  we  may  make  s<»mc  of  them  nece<4s:4r>-.  Mind — I  say  somt, 
not  all  «>f  my  pres4'nt  pnest'*.  If  I  could  have  my  pick,  pTttty 
Marijery,  tlu'  |»n"4e!it  eompany  would  give  me  all  I  can  desire, 
and  more  too.  I  should  not  think  of  ;^ing  to  Detroit  for  that 
ef»ni{):inioii,  sinee  she  i**  to  be  found  so  mueh  nearer." 

Margery  blu^hcil,  an<l  loi»ked  down — then  she  raiscMl  her 
eyes,  Miiiled,  and  se*'med  gnileful  as  well  as  plea<«ed.  By  this 
time  she  had  l»eeoiiie  aeiMi<«tomed  t^.i  such  remarks,  and  she  had 
ni»  ditlii.-ulty  in  diseoveriiij;  her  bivern  wi>hes,  thini|i;h  ho  ha^l 
never  be"!i  more  explieit.  'Hie  refle<'tioii«.  natural  to  her  sitoa- 
tioii  tlin-w  a  shade  of  i^entle  serioiisne«*>  i.ver  her  coanteiaancf, 
reMilfriiii;  her  m'»re  elianniu'j;  than  ever,  and  eausing  the  youth 
to  (>liinire  tl(T|MT  anil  ileeper  into  th<  meshes  that  female  in- 
tl  lie  nee  lia>l  ea*«t  ar>iuiiil  him.  In  all  \\\\<,  however,  one  of  the 
parties  w;i^  i;i»verned  by  a  manly  sineeritv.  and  the  other  hy 
i;irli-h  art  less ne^s.  Uithdenee,  «me  of  the  most  certain  atten- 
dants of  a  pure  pavsion.  alone  kept  le  l^»urdon  from  asking 
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Marjren*  to  become  his  wife ;  while  Margery  herself  sometimes 
iluubtoil  whether  it  were  possible  that  any  reputable  man  could 
w  ish  to  connect  himself  and  liis  fortunes  with  a  family  that  had 
f^unk  as  low  as  persons  could  well  sink,  in  this  country,  and  not 
lo?ie  their  cliaracters  altofj^ther.  With  these  doubts  and  dis- 
tru>ts,  St)  naturally  affecting  the  mind  of  each,  these  young  peo- 
ple were  rapidly  Incoming  more  and  more  enamored ;  the 
b«»e-hunter  betraying  his  passion  in  the  close,  absorbetl  atten- 
tionn  that  more  properly  belong  to  his  sex,  while  that  of  Mar- 
gery was  to  be  seen  in  sudden  blushes,  the  thoughtful  brow, 
tlic  timid  glance,  and  a  cast  of  tenderness  that  came  over  her 
wliolo  manner,  and,  as  it  might  be,  her  whole  being. 

While  our  young  folk  were  thus  employed,  now  conversing 
cheerfully,  now  appearing  abstracted  and  lost  in  thought,  though 
M'Ated  side  by  side,  le  Bourdon  happened  to  look  l>ehin(l  him, 
and  saw  that  IVter  was  regarding  them  with  one  of  those  in- 
tens<\  but  mysterious  expressions  of  the  rountenanre,  that  ha<l, 
in»w,  inon'  than  once  attracted  his  attention  ;  giving  reason, 
<*aili  time,  fnr  a  feeling  in  which  doubt,  curiosity  and  appn- 
hension  were  singularly  niingied,  even  in  himself. 

At  the  cu**toiiiary  hour,  which  was  always  early,  in  tliat  party 
of  simple  habits  the  whole  family  sought  its  rest  ;  the  females 
witli«ln.'w  within  the  chimtr^  while  the  male*  arranged  their 
skin<*  witlu)ut.  Kv<»r  sinoe  the  erection  of  the  palisades,  Ic 
liounlon  had  been  in  the  habit  of  rjillinij  Hiv«»  within  the  de- 
fvnecs  It'avini^  him  at  liberty  to  roam  about  inside,  at  pleasure. 
TreviiniMy  to  this  now  arrangement,  the  iloj;  ha<l  been  shut  up 
in  bis  kennel,  in  order  to  pn'vent  his  ircttiiig  on  the  track  of  a 
di-'T.  or  in  rlose  r*ombat  with  some  bear,  when  his  master  Wiis 
u**X  present  to  profit  by  his  efforts.  As  the  palisades  were  too 
hii^h  tor  his  leap,  this  putting  him  at  liberty  within  them,  an- 
*\\-n*d  the  double  purpose  i»f  giving  the  mast itf  room  for  health- 
ful exfp-isi*,  and  of  jn»ssi\s«iing  a  most  vigilant  s<.Mitinol  a«jrainst 
•lanirers  of  all  sorts.  On  the  {>resent  occasion,  however,  the 
d«»g  was  missing,  and  after  calling  and  whittling  ft»r  him  some 
tinir,  the  l>«*e-hunter  was  fain  t«)  bar  the  ir.-ite.  an«l  leave  him 
II* 
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on  the  outsiilo.     Tliisi  done,  ho  sought  liis  skin,  ami  was  soon 

It  was  midnight,  when  the  beo-luinter  felt  a  haml  laid  on  hiA 
own  arm.  It  Wiu*  the  corponil,  making  this  movomcnt,  in  onlei 
to  awake  him.  In  an  instant  tlie  young  man  was  on  hw  f«H.«t, 
with  his  rifle  in  his  hand. 

'*Did  you  not  hrar  it,  l)t)unh>n  ?"  <lemanded  the  corp^jnil,  in 
a  tone  so  low  as  sean'«'  to  exceed  a  whisjK^. 

"  Hear  wliat  I    I've  been  sleeping,  sound  as  a  Im'C  in  winter." 

**  The  horn  I — The  Imrn  has  been  blown  twiee,  and,  1  think, 
we  shall  soon  hear  it  agjiin." 

*' The  honi  was  hanging  at  the  door  of  the  cftirntt\  anii 
th«^  eonrh,  too.  It  will  be  cjisy  to  see  if  they  an*  in  their 
plai'es." 

It  wa»*  only  nrecssan-  to  walk  around  the  walls  of  the  hnt,  to 
its  <tj>pn>iti.'  !»ide,  in  oniiT  ti>  :iseertain  this  fact.  Le  Bi»ur«i«in 
did  so,  at'f'ompaiiied  by  the  enqMmil,  and  just  as  cai'h  laid  a 
hand  I'li  th<'  iiiMrinnmts,  vihi«'h  were  suspended  in  their  pn^pcT 
pla«*»'«»,  a  hravy  nish  was  maile  ag:iinst  the  gate,  as  if  to  try  iti 
t'aMi  iiiniT^i.  Those  pushfs  wort*  n'peateil  sevenil  times,  with  .-i 
\i'»I«'ii«r  that  rntnai'iil  th**  bars.  Of  <'i>ursi\  the  two  men  •»t*'p*- 
p« '1  to  the  spot,  a  liistaiji'i'  of  only  a  frw  |»a«.'fs.  the  g:ite«ay  of 
till'  palioadt'^  and  thi*  door  of  tin*  chituU'  being  eontiguou<«  t-.* 
cai-h  •►tluT,  and  ininuMliatily  asr^rtained  that  it  w:ls  the  iiiaMttL 
t'l'deav-iring  tt»  tore*'  his  way  in.  'Hie  bi-e-hunter  admitted  thr 
d«»«r,  which  hail  Im-cu  trained  to  suppress  hi-*  bark,  thougli  ihiii 
animal  wa^  ti>o  bravr  and  lar^e  to  thn»w  away  hi«*  bn-ath. 
wh»Mih«*  had  lutt<r  n-ly  i»n  his  forri*.  Powerful  animaU.  of 
thi-  ra'-f,  an*  '«il'lom  ni»isy,  it  bi-ini;  tht»  pnninee  of  tin*  i-ur, 
b  >tli  aniohi;  ilo^r^  and  men,  ti>  hv  blusti'ring  atiti  spitting  out 
til.  ii  vrn-ini,  at  all  h-iur?*  aii«l  seasons.  Hive,  luiwovcr,  in  addi- 
tion to  tiiN  natural  di^p<i<*ition,  had  been  taught,  from  the  time 
h.-  wa-  a  pup.  not  i<i  bit  ray  lii*  pres«Miee  unneeessarily  by  a 
balk  ;  aiiil  it  wa«  <*. Mom  that  his  ilcep  throat  o(>ened  iKMicath 
tlh-  an-li*-*  of  the  itaks.  Whm  it  diil,  it  told  like  the  ntaring 
•  'f  till'  liofi  in  tin-  il'^iTt. 


'--.'  I- 
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Hive  wa»  no  sooner  admittoJ  to  the  "garrison,"  than  he 
nianifentcd  just  as  strong  a  desire  to  get  out,  as  a  moment  be- 
fore he  had  manifested  to  get  in.  This,  le  Bourdon  well  knew, 
indicated  the  presence  of  some  thing,  or  creature,  that  did  not 
properly  belong  to  the  vicinity.  After  consulting  with  the  cor- 
poral, Pigeonswing  was  called ;  and  leaving  him  as  a  sentinel  at 
the  gate,  the  two  others  made  a  sortie.  The  corporal  was  as 
brave  as  a  lion,  and  loved  all  such  movements,  though  he  fully 
anticii>ated  encountering  savages,  while  his  companion  expected 
an  interview  with  bears. 

As  this  movement  was  made  at  the  invitation  of  the  dog,  it 
was  judiciously  determined  to  let  him  act  as  pioneer,  on  the 
advance.  Previously  to  quitting  the  defences,  however,  the 
two  a<lventnrers  looked  closely  to  their  arms.  Each  examined 
the  priming,  saw  that  his  horn  and  pouch  were  accessible,  and 
loosened  his  knife  in  its  sheath.  Tlie  corporal,  moreover,  fixed 
his  '*  baggonct,**  as  he  called  the  formidable,  glittering  instru- 
ment that  usually  embellished  the  end  of  his  musket — a  musket 
lH'in«4  the  weapon  he  chose  to  carr}\  while  the  bee-hunter  him- 
wlf  was  anncd  with  a  long  western  rijle. 
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CIIAl'TER  XVr. 


"Th**  rapture*  of  a  coiiqa«ror's  mocMl 
UushtHl  hunilii|{  thrvMigh  hi*  fhuni- : 
The  ilvpthK  of  that  grcim  loHtude 

It  A  ttim'nts  coulil  not  tamo. 
Though  stlUnvM  lay,  with  eve'a  Uat  imlle, 
Kouml  thrise  far  fountains  of  th«  Nile.** 

Mu.  Huf  Avt. 


When  tlio  boo-huntcr  and  Corporal  Flint  thus  went  forth  in 
mi<ini^ht,  from  the  **fjarrison"  of  Castle  Meal  {rhdteav  nm 
7/»/V/),  as  tho  latter  woiiM  have  expressed  it,  it  was  with  no 
preat  apprelieiision  of  iiieetinp^  any  other  than  a  four-footed 
enemy,  notwithstaniliniif  the  l»Ia*4t  of  the  horn  the  worthy  cor- 
poral suj>pt)S('«l  he  liad  heanl.  The  movements  of  the  dop 
»4M'ined  U>  announce  su<*h  a  result  nither  than  any  other,  for 
Ilivo  was  taken  alonir  ha  a  S4»rt  of  guide.  Le  Bourdon,  how- 
ever, dill  nut  permit  his  mastitf  to  run  off  wide,  hut,  havinj^ 
the  animal  at  pertVet  command,  it  was  kept  elose  to  his  own 
person. 

The  two  men  first  moved  toward  the  jjnn'e  of  the  Kitchen, 
niurh  to  Hive's  disi-ontent.  The  th^  several  times  halted,  and 
he  whined,  and   Lrr<>»'h'd,  and  otherwise  manifested  his  fn^ai 

di«»like  ti>  ppM- 1  in  that  dirertion.     At  length  »*>  deeided  did 

his  roistantM*  hri:t)in<\  that  liis  master  s^iid  to  liis  eompanion: 

*'  ll  MM'mi  ti>  me  Ims!,  corporal,  to  let  the  mastiff  lead  usl 
I  havr  never  yi-t  M'cn  him  so  set  on  not  ?oing  in  one  way,  and 
on  pMnic  in  another,  llivr  has  a  capital  nose,  and  we  may 
trust  him." 

**  Fi»rward,"  n'tiinieil  the  eorptinil,  wheeling  short  in  th« 
•lireetion  n(  the  di»fX«  **one  thing  shouhl  he  understood,  bow- 
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ever,  Bourdon,  which  is  this — ^you  must  act  as  light  troops  in 
this*  sortie,  an<l  I  a^  the  main  body.  If  we  come  on  the  inimy, 
it  will  be  your  duty  to  skrimmagc  in  front  as  long  as  you  can, 
and  then  fall  back  on  your  resarves.  I  shall  depend  chiefly 
on  the  baggonet,  which  is  the  best  tool  to  put  an  Injin  up  with; 
and  as  he  falls  back,  before  my  charge,  we  must  keep  him 
under  as  warm  a  fire  as  possible.  Having  no  cavalr}',  the  dog 
might  be  ma<]e  useful  in  movements  to  the  front  and  on  our 
flanks,'' 

**  I*i>oh,  pooh,  corporal,  you're  almost  as  much  set  in  the 
n«»tituis  of  your  trade  as  Parson  Amen  is  set  in  his  idees  about 
the  lost  tribes.  In  my  opinion  there'll  be  more  tribes /ouw</  in 
thest^  openings  before  the  summer  is  over  than  we  shall  wish  to 
meet.  I^et  us  follow  the  dog,  an<l  see  what  will  turn  up," 
Hive  mtn  followed,  and  he  took  a  direction  that  led  to  a  distant 
point  in  the  openings,  where,  not  only  the  trees  were  much 
thickor  than  common,  but  where  a  small  tributarj*  of  the  Kala- 
mazoo ran  through  a  nivine,  from  the  higher  lands  adjacent 
into  the  main  artery  of  all  the  neighboring  waten»ourses.  The 
l>ee-hunter  knew  the  spot  well,  having  often  drank  at  the  rivu- 
let, and  fooled  his  brow  in  the  close  shades  of  the  ravine,  when 
heated  by  exertions  in  the  more  open  grountls.  In  short,  tht» 
spot  was  one  of  the  mo>{  eligible  for  concealment,  <*«)olness,  and 
pure  water,  within  sevenil  miles  of  Ca«*tle  Meal.  Tlie  trt»es 
ft»rmed  a  spacious  grove  around  it,  and,  by  mean**  of  the  banks, 
their  summits  and  leaves  answered  the  purpose  of  a  perfect 
M'reen  to  thost*  who  might  descend  into  the  ravine,  <»r,  it  wouhl 
be  better  to  say,  to  the  bottom.  Ix*  Hounlon  was  no  sooner 
satisflcd  that  his  mastitV  was  pr<H*eeding  toward  the  great  spring 
which  fonneil  the  rivulet  at  the  head  of  the  ravine  mentioned, 
than  he  su«ipecte<l  Indians  might  be  there.  He  had  seen  sigii'* 
alM-»ut  the  spot,  whicli  wore  an  appearance  of  its  having  In^en 
used  as  a  place  of  encampment — or  for  '*  camping  out,*^  as  it  is 
termed  in  the  language  of  the  west  —and,  coupling  the  soimd 
of  the  horn  with  the  dog's  movements,  his  quick  apprehension 
soiled  on  the  facts  as  affording  rcas<»nab1e  grounds  of  distrust. 
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Oniscjuciitly  hf  n'sorto«l  ti)  trn*:it  caut'mn,  as  he  aiiil  die  cr 
poral  I'liton'il  tlio  Wiiml  whirli  MirTt>niiili.>(l  tin.*  sprinij.  aiul  ihr 
small  oval  Kit  i»t'  l»»tl'«m  thai  lav  sj>rea<l  \n'\\*rr  it,  like  a  littlo 
lawn.  IIi\i.'  was  krpt  i-ln^r  at  his  iiia»iter*s  siile,  thi»ui;}i  h«- 
iiiaiiitr>tt><l  a  inarkffl  iiiipatinn'e  tu  ailvaiire.  **  N'dw,  •••»qMiral." 
>aiil  tlio  iMi'-huiitrr  in  a  l<>\v  t«»in',  "  I  tliink  we  liave  iiiu-il  ^••iiie 
>avairr>  to  tlu'ir  liol«'>.  W'v  will  ir<»  r'Himlthf  lia«»in  an«l  ilc^'Ofii-l 
t«>  tlir  Imtiiini,  in  a  «lo>e  \\«mmI  wiiiih  j^niws  thrn».  Hiil  y«»u 
>rr  that  r" 

**  1  MipptiM-  1  iVu\,"  aii^wiTfiJ  tin*  c-«»rjmral,  whi»  wjis  a^  firm 
a>  a  rni'k  -  *'  \**\\  mt-aiit  t«»  a-k  m**  if  I  siw  fin*  .'" 

'*  I  <li«l.  Tin-  TVi\  uu'u  have  lii^litiMl  tlu'ir  I'Miiiicii  fin*  in  thi-i 
>|Hit,  aihl  lia\r  inrt  to  talk  arotnui  it.  Well,  let'em  lioark<'ii 
!'►  rai'li  oilpi's  thniiirhlN.  it"  tlh-y  will;  wi*  shall  l»e  neither  the 
iM'tti-r  iJMi-  till-  \Ni»r-t'  tor  it," 

"  I  'I'-nt  know  that.  Whrii  thr  eom!nan«h'r-in-fhief  ••:ill- 
t"L:«'Tln  r  lii-  priniipal  •»lli»'rrs  -omcthinir  UMially  eomo"*  *»t'  i:. 
Who  kn'»\\'.  I'lit  tlii-  \t'r\  •••«uni'il  is  •■allf«j  in  ofih-r  In  tak«' 
o|.ini..n^  .-n  xUr  Hii|,jri-t  ..t'  ln'^ii-irin^  nr  «.i'  st>irmin>;  niir  m-u 
irani-'ii  .'  rniih  nt  -oMhr*;  ^h'luhl  alwa\s  he  ri*;i«iy  for  the 
w.'r^t." 

••  I  lia\.-  n.»  I'.ar.  -•  l"h.r  a-  I'rt-i-  i-  with  \\>.  That  ehief  i* 
li-1i  li.'.l  I.,  l.y  r\.ry  rciUkin  :  anil  wliih*  we  have  him  amoiii; 
u*  ifi.Ti-  will  !•«■  lif;!«-  ti«  r;iri'  i'..r.  Ihit  we  an.*  i^rttiiiiX  near  t" 
tin-  !•  TT-rri,  .I'j.l  iiin^i  \v«»ik  'Mir  wav  tlinniirh  \\\i'<f  hughes  witli 
a-  ii;'".--  II- -i-    a-  j'"— iMi-.      I  will  kr«|»  tin-  iji'i:  •piirt." 

'1  ii>-  hi.iMi.' r  ill  wlii'h  that  ^a'j^a-'i*>n^  animal  n«>w  hrhavfil  Wit« 
ti:i;\  w..||.:.  i:;il.  lli\.-  apiH  an-il  t.«  In-  .|iiit«*  a*i  inili'll  awan*  •»:' 
:!i.  I.'  .  .  '^:'\  .  I  I  \Trt  i!i'-  ■auti-'n  a>  ritli*  r  ot'  tin'  nuMi,  ami  «Ii«i 
Ik-;  "If  ■■  .rf' nij.f   !■'  |.:i-.i.li'  hi-*  nia-trr  !ii-own  h-nuth.     On 

'•:•■  "I'  ' '^ -.i-i-'.-   Im-  a'-tuaiiy  .li^.-t.vt-n-'l   tin*  hi'M  pas^ijji.^, 

a!i'l  !•  •!  iii<  •  ■•ii.{'a:i;><ij^  tlir>>u-jh  tli«-m  with  ^oiiiithiii&^  lil^o  thi* 
ii !.  ,.ij.  '..  I-  .  I  a  h  .Mi.ii]  l.riir^r  Ni-iiluT  i^niwl  n«»r  hark  esea|>«-«l 
lii»fi :  ■■!.  ti..  ■  ■.iiri.irv.  « \.  n  tli'-  lj-i'-kin'_r  hrcathini:  ot"  an  inifia- 
t,' iiT  'i--  wi'  'ij-pi' -- ■!.  j.r.-!  i^.  1\  a^  it"  thi*  animal  knew  how 
r..  ar  lr«    w    -  _'<  i^nj  '•*  Mn-  Mi«»*t  w;tii|iM]l  i-ar«»  in  th»  w«>rIJ. 
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After  using  the  greatest  care,  the  bee-hunter  and  the  corporal 
P»t  just  such  a  station  as  they  desired.     It  was  within  a  very  .4  -j*/  K 
few  feet  of  the  edge  of  the  cover,  but  perfectly  concealed,  'while  ,^  ^    ■ 
8iiiall  openings  enabled  them  to  see  all  that  was  passing  in  their         ' 
front.     A  fallen  tree,  a  relic  of  somewhat  rare  occurrence  in  ]  '  .^i 
the  openings  of  Michigan,  even  furnished  them  with  a  seat,  ' 
while  it  rendered  their  position  less  exposed.  Hive  placed  him-  ' 
self  at  his  master's  side,  apparently  trusting  to  other  senses  than 
timt  of  sight  for  his  infonuation,  since  he  could  see  nothing  of 
what  was  going  on  in  front. 

As  soon  as  the  two  men  had  taken  their  stations,  and  began 
to  look  about  them,  a  feeling  of  awe  mingled  with  their  curi- 
osity. Truly,  the  scene  was  one  so  very  remarkable  and  im- 
posing, that  it  might  have  filled  more  intellectual  and  better 
fortified  minds  with  some  such  sensation.  The  fire  was  by  no 
means  largo,  nor  was  it  particularly  bright ;  but  sufficient  to 
cattt  a  dim  light  on  the  objects  within  roach  of  its  rays.  It  was 
in  the  precipe  centre  of  a  bit  of  bottom  land  of  about  half  an 
acre  in  extent,  which  was  so  formed  and  surroundctl,  as  to  have 
something  of  the  appearance  of  the  arena  of  a  large  amphi- 
theatre. Tliero  was  one  bro«ik  in  the  encircling  rise  of  ground, 
it  is  true,  and  that  was  at  a  spot  dirertly  opposite  the  station 
of  le  Bourdon  and  his  com|>anion,  where  the  rill  which  flowed 
from  the  spring  f»»und  a  passage  out  toward  the  more  open 
ground.  Hranches  shaded  most  of  the  mound,  but  the  arena 
itself  was  totally  free  fn>ni  all  vegetation  but  that  which  covered 
the  dens(*  and  bountiful  sward  with  which  it  was  carpeted.  Such 
is  a  brief  description  of  the  natural  accessories  of  this  remark- 
ablo  scene. 

Hut  it  was  fn^  ni  the  human  actors,  and  their  aspects,  occupa- 
tions, movements,  dross,  and  appearance  generally,  that  the 
awe  which  came  over  both  the  bee-hunter  and  the  corporal,  had 
its  origin.  Of  thest>,  near  fifty  were  present,  ofifering  a  startling 
force  by  their  numbers  alone.  Each  nuin  was  a  warrior,  and 
eai'h  warrior  was  in  his  paint  These  were  (acts  that  the  famil- 
iarity of  the  two  white  men  with  Indian  customs  rendered  1  only 
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too  certain.  What  was  still  inon-  strikinj^  was  the  fai't  that  all 
pn*<c'iit  apjM':iiv<l  to  ln^  rliictV  :  a  cirruinstaiu't'  whirh  wi-nt  to 
show  that  an  im|M»Miitr  hody  <»f  re«l  men  was  inoNt  Iik<*ly  s<inK'- 
whin"  in  tho  oponin<rs  an<l  that  too  at  no  prcat  distance.  It 
was  while  ohservini;  an«l  reflfrtini;  on  all  these  thin;;s  a  mi<- 
j»i«'ioii  tir>t  <To«ise«l  the  niiml  <»t*  h*  Hounlon  that  thi^  irn-al 
rouiH-il  was  ahout  to  lu»  hehl,  at  that  iiiiilni<;]it  hour,  and  m» 
near  his  nwn  alMnh'.  for  the  piirpo**!*  of  acroniniodatin^  IVtor, 
whoM^  aj)j>«'araiH't'  in  tin'  dark  «'ro\v»l,  from  that  instant,  he 
hriran  to  «x|u'«'t. 

Tln»  In«liMn*»  already  pn'sont  wm'  ni»t  M*ateil.  They  stimd  in 
LrrMijfs  «-«)nv«.'r*iiiiLC.  or  stalkrd  a<To<s  th«*  ariMia,  n*«ienil»!inu^  -i** 
many  dark  anil  statfly  -Hin'ctp's  Ni>  s<»und  was  lif-nrd  anion:; 
tluMn,  a  •imimManr.'  that  add«'il  lar«;:«dy  to  tlie  wild  anil  Mip*T- 
natnral  a^jnet  of  tin*  sron*-.  If  any  spoko,  it  was  in  a  tone  >». 
lt»w  an-l  ij^»'ntlf,  as  t^*  i-arry  tin*  'iound  no  further  than  to  tho 
t-ar^  that  wip-  liMrninLr:  twn  ihvit  ^^poke  at  the  sam<*  time  and 
in  tin-  siinr  trr-'tip,  wiiilr  the  m-M-rasin  permitteil  lit)  fouttall  to 
1m'  liu.jilil.-.  Notliiiii;  c'oiild  have  hei-n  mon*  unearthly  than 
tin*  pi'tnn'  pr«M-nt«*il  in  that  little,  wooi|-L'in'h-«I  arena,  of 
^i'lv»t-lik«'  irra-"*  aii'l  niral  In-auty.  Tin*  rn-ct.  stalking  forms, 
halt'  n.ikrd,  if  n'»l  vwu  m«»n-;  the  swartliy  skins;  tht*  fa«*f< 
tifpc  in  th«'  •»a\Mir»'  i'«»n«'rit*»  x^Iii'di  wen*  intrnih'il  to  -trike  t**rri»r 
iiit«i  tin-  Im^.iiri-  i'f  onemi'-..  and  tin-  i^litterin;;  i-yes  that  fairh 
^parklrd  in  tlp-ir  mid^t.  all  r..utril'Utri|  t«»  tin*  ehanirtfr  of  tho 
•"••■n«',  wlii'li  i«-  r»"nr'l'»ii  rii;lit!y  rn«Mii;h  imapncil  w:ls  alti*- 
L'fthiT  mM<  li  tli«'  m'l-'t  ri'markahli'  of  any  hv  had  i*ver  been  in 
thr  \\:i\   *'\  \\i*ii''-'-]ri.:. 

<  >M  !\\.i  -iM  .  i;ii..r^  miLfht  ha\«-  1m«mi  M'at«-d  on  the  I'alU'n 
tr«f  li.ilt"  ;t!i  li'Hir.  ;iM  .'t'  \^lli•d»  tim*'  tln-v  hail  hrrn  >;a/inij  ^t 
\\|i.i!  \\:i-  ji.-i'^-iii-.f  III  f-.D'  thi-ir  I')*-.:  «itli  p<*^iti\tdy  not  a  huni:i:i 
^---i]!  I  :■'  r«lii'\«  till-  mn-aithly  n;itnri'  «»f  the  pi«tun'.  No  ono 
-i."k',    '■■■'1l:1i'- !.    l.iii'jlnd.    or    r\.-laimi*d.    in    all    that    pi'riod. 

>'idd.  hl\.  .\.ry   i  hi.  f  -t 1   still,   and   all   the  faces  tunieil    in 

thf  vinif  dii' ■■Ti"n.  It  w.i^  ti.war.l  the  little  irateway  of  tho 
rill,  \*!ij.|i    !..  iiiLT  the   side  ..r  tlie  aniia  most  remote  from  tho 
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bee-haDter  and  the  coiponl,  laj  nearly  in  darkness  as  respected 
them.  With  the  red  men  it  must  have  been  different,  for  they 
all  i^peared  to  be  in  intent  expectation  of  some  one  from  thai 
quarter.  Nor  did  they  have  to  wait  long;  for,  in  half  a  minute, 
two  forms  came  out  of  the  obscurity,  advancing  with  a  digni- 
fied and  deliberate  tread  to  the  centre  of  the  arena. .  As  these 
new-comers  got  more  within  the  influence  of  the  flickering 
light)  le  Bourdon  saw  that  they  were  Peter  and  Parson  Amen. 
The  first  led,  with  a  slow,  imposing  manner,  while  the  other 
followed,  not  a  little  bewildered  with  what  he  saw.  It  may  be 
as  well  to  explain  here,  that  the  Indian  was  coming  alone  to 
this  place  of  meeting,  when  he  encountered  the  missionary 
wandering  among  the  oaks,  looking  for  le  Bourdon  and  the 
corporal,  and,  instead  of  endeavoring  to  throw  off  this  unex- 
pected companion,  he  quietly  invited  him  to  be  of  his  own 
party. 

It  was  evident  to  le  Bourdon,  at  a  glance,  that  Peter  was 
expected,  though  it  was  not  quite  so  clear  that  such  was  the 
fact  as  regarded  his  companion.  Still,  respect  for  the  great 
chief  prevented  any  manifestations  of  surprise  or  discontent, 
and  the  medicine-man  of  the  pale-faces  was  received  with  as 
grave  a  courtesy  as  if  he  had  been  an  invited  guest  Just  aa 
the  two  had  entered  the  dark  circle  that  formed  around  them, 
a  young  chief  threw  some  dry  sticks  on  the  fire,  which,  blazing 
upward,  cast  a  stronger  light  on  a  row  of  as  terrifically  looking 
countenances  as  ever  gleamed  on  human  forms.  This  sudden 
illumination,  with  its  accompanying  accessories,  had  the  effect 
to  startle  all  the  white  spectators,  though  Peter  looked  on  the 
whole  with  a  calm  like  that  of  the  leaflets  tree,  when  the  cold 
is  at  its  height,  and  the  currents  of  the  wintry  air  are  death-like 
still.  Nothing  appeared  to  move  him;  whether  expected  or. 
not ;  though  use  had  probably  accustomed  his  eye  to  all  the 
aspects  in  which  savage  ingenuity  could  offer  savage  forma.  ^ 
He  even  smiled,  as  he  made  a  gesture  of  recognition,  which 
seemed  to  salute  the  whole  group.  It  was  just  then,  when  th» 
fire  burned  brightest,  and  when  the  chiefii  presaed  moat  within 
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its  intiuciK'e,  tliat  lo  Bourdon  perceived  that  his  old  acquaiii- 
taii«M'<,  tin*  lioad-iiuMi  of  the  Puttawattaiiiio?*,  wort'  j»rfS4'iit. 
aiiion^  the  otlier  cliift*-*  so  straiigoly  and  portcntr»ii8ly  assonihk*il 
in  thi'sr  frrniiinls,  wliii-h  he  had  h>  long  possosso«l  ahnost  i*ntire- 
ly  to  liiinsilf. 

A  tV'W  lit"  tlir  olch'M  Ml"  tlio  rliiirts  now  approarliod  IVtor,  an^l 
a  low  {'<»iiviT>ati«)M  took  phu-L*  hetwci-n  thcni.  What  w:ts  >aid 
did  not  iva«'Ii  Iv  IIluhImh,  .it'iMiurM*;  for  it  wa-s-  nnt  i-von  heanJ 
in  th«-  tlark  circlr  <»f  >a\ai;o«i  who  surroundod  tlie  tin\  Tlir 
I'th'it  nf  thi^  <vrvv{  tlial«»i;iH',  |ji»wi-vtT,  WiL«*  ti»  rau>e  all  thf 
rhu't'«»  tn  he  >iat«'il,  oa«-h  takin;x  his  plaro  «>n  thr  irrass ;  the 
wln.jr  pn'MTvinir  tin*  nrii^inal  r\rr\r  anuind  tlio  tiri'.  K«irtii- 
nat«-ly,  t'«»r  tin*  wi'»hc>  <if  Ir  Huiird«ni,  IVtiT  and  his  coinjianiiin*^ 
tnok  tlnir  Mati^'ii-^  «liri"tly  oppo<it«*  to  lii>  own  w»at,  thus  rna- 
MiiiL'^  liiin  ti»  \\ati-li  i-v<Ty  liin'anu'nt  of  that  n.-inarka)»lo  rhit-f*- 
si  ill  lU'Mf  n-markaMi*  «'ouutc-iiani't?.  Uiilikt*  oai-h  and  all  *>( 
tin-  r.  .1  ni»M  amuiid  him.  thf  t:u*t*  of  INtiT  was  not  paintr'L 
«'\'t|iT  l»y  thf  lint-*  inipart«'d  hy  natiin- :  which,  in  his  oas<*,  w^* 
that  I'f  r..j»jMr  a  litth*  tanii^hi-d,  nr  riMnh-ri-d  dull  hy  tin*  u'-tiou 
•  »f  tin-  .itnio^plirri'.  The  iMi'-huiitrr  muld  •lislinrily  tratv  rvt-ry 
liiH'.niM  III  :  n«»r  was  the  dark  r^vini;  vy*  heyontl  the  roa«*h  **( 
hi-  t'WM  \i-i"ii.  S. .ijir  atli-ntioi)  wa-*  irixen  t«i  tin-  tire.  t«M»,  oiir 
of  ih«'  \«»iiiiu'«r  'lii'f^  «n'i-a-»ioiialIy  thro\iini;on  it  a  few  ilrii-«J 
s;i.  k-.  iii"r«'  t-»  k««p  alivr  tin*  thiMn*,  and  to  n-new  the  li:;ht, 
tliai.  TV"iii  aiiv  ri««d  t.:"  waruitli.  <  Mn-  other  pnrp«t!V.  howovor. 
thi-  !ii«'  f"f  aii'^wi  r:  that  of  ruahHiii;  tin*  ynunt;  rhirfs  !<•  lii^ht 
th«-  p:p«  '  th.it  \M  pi-  now  pnparrd  :  it  M-Mom  ori^urrifn;  ihat 
th«-  ilii- 1-  thii"  a^TiiiMid  wiihiuit  .v//i"X///7  around  their  emnii-il- 
tin. 

A*  thi-  ^iii'.kiii:^'  wa-*  jii^l  thm  inup'  a  !natt<T  of  ecn>iii><ii\ 
than  t-T  aTi\  ..tlur  pin|M-«r.  a  whilf  or  two  Mitfiecd  ftir  eaeh 
chi'-f":  thf  >iii»krr  pa-«iiit;  tin-  pipf  to  hi'»  nri^hhor  ns  mh»u  ft* 
h«-   ha-l    iiih.il<-l   a  t.  w  putl-.      TL«'   Indian'*  are  nnMhd*&  of  pp*- 

prii'\.  ill  th.  li  h.ippir-;  m !•«.  an.l  e\rry  <ine  in  that  dark  and 

nn  I.  i-iii'^'  .  ']■'  !•■  w.i-  j-inii!!'  I  to  haM'  his  turn  with  the  pii»e. 
htjon-    A\i\  oth«  r   >trp  wa*   takiii.      ThiTe  wore   hut  two  piiKi^ 
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lii^htcil,  and  mouths  l>eiDg  numerou.%  some  time  was  necessary 
in  oFilcr  to  complete  this  ceremony.  Still,  no  sign  of  impa- 
tienoe  was  seen,  the  lowest  chief  having  as  much  respect  paid 
to  his  feelings,  as  related  to  his  attention,  as  the  highest.  At 
length  the  pipes  completed  their  circuit,  even  Parson  Amen 
getting,  and  using,  his  turn,  when  a  dead  pause  succeeded. 
Tlie  silence  resembled  tliat  of  a  Quaker  meeting,  and  was  broken 
only  by  the  rising  of  one  of  the  principal  chiefs,  evidently 
about  to  speak.  The  language  of  the  great  Ojebway  nation 
was  used  on  this  occasion,  most  of  the  chiefs  present  belonging 
to  some  one  of  the  tribes  of  that  stock,  though  several  spoke 
other  tongues,  English  and  French  included.  Of  the  three 
whites  present,  Parson  Amen  alone  fully  comprehended  all  that 
was  said,  he  having  qualified  himself  in  this  respect,  to  preach 
to  the  tribes  of  that  people ;  though  le  Bourdon  understood 
nearly  all,  and  even  the  corporal  comprehended  a  good  deal. 
The  name  of  the  chief  who  first  spoke  at  this  secret  meeting, 
which  was  afterwanl  known  among  the  Ojebways  by  the  name 
of  the  *M'ouncil  of  the  Bottom  Lan<l,  near  to  the  spring  of 
gushing  water,''  was  Bear*s  Meat,  an  appellation  that  might 
denote  a  distinguished  hunter,  rather  than  an  orator  of  much 
renown. 

**  Brothers  of  the  many  tri)>es  of  the  Ojebways,''  commenced 
ihl*  personage,  "the  (treat  Spirit  hjts  piTmitte<i  us  to  meet  in 
i*oiiiicil.  The  Maiiitou  of  coir  fathers  is  now  lunong  thesi'  oaks, 
listening  to  our  Wimls,  and  l<K>king  in  at  our  hearts.  Wise  In- 
dians will  be  careful  what  they  say  in  sueh  a  presiMiee,  and 
careful  of  what  they  think.  All  should  be  siiid  and  thought  for 
the  iKjst.  We  are  a  si.-attered  nation,  and  the  time  is  come 
when  we  must  stop  in  our  tnirks,  or  travel  l>eyond  the  sound 
of  earh  other's  rries.  If  we  tnivel  iK'yond  the  hearing  i»f  t»ur 
people,  s<H»n  will  our  children  learn  tongues  that  Ojebway  ears 
cannot  un4lerstan4i.  The  Tuother  talks  to  her  child,  and  the 
child  leanis  her  words.  But  no  ehihl  can  hear  across  a  gn^at 
lake.  Once  we  lived  near  the  rising  sun.  Where  are  we  now? 
8«ime  of  our  young  men  say  they  have  seen  the  suu  go  down 
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ill  the  lakes  of  swci't  water.  Tlierc  can  l>e  no  huntin<r-pn>un'l* 
bcyoihl  thnt  spot;  and  if  wo  woiiUl  live,  we  iniist  stand  still  in 
our  tracks.      How  t«>  il<t  this,  we  have  met  to  consi«ler. 

*'  Ikothors,  many  wi>c  chiefs  an<l  braves  are  seated  at  this 
con in'ii -tire.  It  is  jih-asant  to  my  eyea  to  look  upon  thoni. 
Ottawas,  Chippeways,  lN>ttawattamies,  Menoininees,  Ilnnms 
ami  all.  Our  father  at  (iuehec  has  <liijj  np  the  hatclift  a;;:iiiist 
the  YaiikiM's.  The  war-jtath  is  oj^en  l»etween  I)etn»it  and  all 
the  vilhiiT's  <>f  thr  re<l  men.  TIu'  pmphets  are  speaking  to 
niir  pe«»i»K',  and  w»*  listni.  One  is  Ihto  ;  he  \<  ahoiit  tn  >peak. 
Tho  cniiufil  will  havi*  Imt  a  sinixlc  sense,  which  will  l»e  that  of 
hcnriiii;." 

ThiH  ciUH'ludinir.  Hear*s  Meat  t«Mik  his  seat,  in  the  same 
(■i)iiipoM>il  :iiiil  diirnitied  iiiaiiiier  as  that  in  which  he  had  risen, 
and  diM'p  ^il^•nc^.•  succeeded.  S«»  profoniul  was  the  stillness, 
that,  taken  in  cniincrtion  with  the  dark  lineaments,  the  histr'ius 
eye  l»aIN  that  threw  hai-k  the  lit;ht  of  the  fire,  the  terrific  |»aint 
and  tliL'  aniicil  liamU  nf  ev<Ty  warrior  pn*<ent,  the  pictnre  inicht 
Im-  d»-<«-rilied  a**  inipo^inir  t»  a  dri^ree  that  is  sehhun  seen  in  the 
.•i^<eniMi'"»  of  the  rMlizi'd.  In  the  mid^t  of  this  (V|'mT:il  h\\\ 
jM>rt«iiton'»  «-:ilni,  l*et«'r  aro-^r.  The  hreathiii;; 'if  thn  einde  ijrew 
dci  |mt,  ^'i  iinirji  >o  ;i^  to  ln'  aiidiMc,  the  only  manner  in  which 
tin-  int»ti^ity  nf  the  f.»mnioii  e\pe'tati»»n  hetraycil  it'^tdf.  iVter 
w.iN  Mil  rxprriciicrd  orat^-r,  and  knew  how  to  turn  every  minn- 
ti:e  of  111*  :irt  t»  L'«»"d  account.  His  every  mi»vcinent  wa*  i!e- 
lilMirt!!-,   lii^  jittituile  liiirhly    liiirnitierl -even    hi^i   eye  seeintM 

i-!i»  jU«tlT. 

<»r:it<»ry  I  what  a  ]f»wcr  art  thou,  wielded,  as  is  so  often  the 
criKi-,  ;i^  nni«li  \'^v  t\il  :ts  f-»r  «_'«••  »d.  The  very  n»Jisoiiin^  that 
iMiidit  :ij»piar  !••  Im-  oLtu-e,  nr  wlijidi  would  he  •»vi»rliH>keil  en- 
tirely wlnii  wri:iiii  .-iii'I  puMi^hid,  i^^uiiJi*  from  the  nioath, 
aiil»«l  Ity  till-  !'.  .-liii.^r^  of  sun  p.ithy  and  the  impulse^  of  the 
ni:i-^i'-,  •.•Tin-  t«»  p.irt.-iki-  of  the  wi-^dom  of  di\inity.  Thus  i«  it, 
aUo,  wifji  til'-  p.i--i"n«.,  tin*  sen*.!-  of  wroic^,  the  appeals  to  ven- 

L:<-aii<-.>,   ;iiid    all  tl rlicr    av<-nue.4  of  human    einotinn.      Let 

thiin  lie  ai|tlre-M'.l  to  tli«.  .'..Id  i-yc  of  ri'a««on  and  jiidsfment,  in 
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the  form  of  written  •tatements,  and  the  mind  paaaeii  to  weigh 
the  force  of  ai)§^nmenta,  the  justice  of  the  appealfl,  the  tmth  of 
facts :  but  let  them  come  upon  the  ear  aided  by  thy  art,  with  a 
power  concentrated  by  sympathy,  and  the  torrent  is  often  less 
destructive  in  its  course,  than  that  of  the  whirlwind  that  thoa 
canst  awaken ! 

*'  Chiefs  of  the  great  Ojebway  nation,  I  wish  you  well,''  said 
Peter,  stretching  out  his  arms  toward  the  circle,  as  if  desirous 
of  embracing  all  present.  **The  Manitou  has  been  good  to 
me.  He  has  cleared  a  path  to  this  spring,  and  to  this  council- 
fire.  I. see  around  it  the  faces  of  many  friends.  Why  should 
we  not  all  be  friendly  f  Why  should  a  red  man  ever  strike  a 
blow  against  a  red  man  f  The  Great  Spirit  made  us  of  the  same 
color,  and  placed  us  on  the  same  hunting-grounds.  He  meant 
that  we  should  hunt  in  company ;  not  take  each  others'  scalps. 
How  many  warriors  have  fallen  in  our  ilEmiily  wars?  Who 
has  counted  them!  Who  can  say!  Perhaps  enough,  had 
they  not  been  killed,  to  drive  the  pale-faces  into  the  sea !" 

Here  Peter,  who  as  yet  had  spoken  only  in  a  low  and  barely 
audible  voice,  suddenly  paused,  in  order  to  allow  the  idea  he 
had  just  thrown  out  to  work  on  the  minds  of  his  listeners. 
That  it  was  producing  its  effect  was  apparent  by  the  manner  in 
which  one  6tem  face  turned  toward  another,  and  eye  seemed 
to  search  in  eye  some  response  to  a  query  that  the  mind  sug- 
gested, though  no  utterance  was  given  to  it  with  the  tongue. 
As  soon,  however,  as  the  orator  thought  time  sufficient  to  im- 
press that  thought  on  the  memories  of  the  listeners  had  el^ned^ 
he  resumed,  suffering  bin  voice  gradually  to  increase  in  volume, 
as  he  warmed  with  his  subject 

'*  Yes,'*  he  continued,  *'  the  Manitou  has  been  very  kind. 
Who  is  the  Manitou !  Has  any  Indian  ever  seen  Him !  Every- 
Indian  has  seen  him.  No  one  can  look  on  the  hunting-grounds, 
on  the  kkes,  on  the  prairies,  on  the  trees,  on  the  game,  with- 
out seeing  hb  hand.  His  face  is  to  be  seen  in  the  sun  at  noon- 
day ;  hb  eyes  in  the  stars  at  night.  Has  any  Indian  ever 
heard  the  Manitou  f      When  it  thunders,  he  speaka.     When 
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till*  rrasli  is  loudest,  then  ho  scolds.  Some  Indian  has  done 
\vri>iiLr.  Perhaps  one  red  man  has  taken  another  red  msn^s 
scalp  I" 

AiiothiT  pause  sin^eoe<led,  hriefer,  and  less  imp<^siiijr  than  the 
tir>t,  hilt  one  that  suflirtMl  to  impress  nn  the  listeners  anew,  the 
threat  evil  of  an  Indian's  raising  his  hand  again<«t  an  Indian. 

**  Yes,  there  is  no  one  si»  deaf  as  not  to  hear  the  voire  of  the 
(Ireat  Spirit  when  In*  is  anixry,"  resnmt'<l  IVttT.  *' Ten  tht»u- 
sands  of  Imtlalo  hulls,  roaring  to^etlier,  do  not  make  as  much 
ntii"-*!  :x<  his  whisper.  Spread  the  prairies,  an«l  the  i»peninpi, 
and  the  lakes,  hctore  liim,  and  he  can  he  heard  in  all,  and  \*n 
all,  at  tln'  >:\\]w  time. 

**il«rr  i^  a  mrdirine-prifst  of  the  pale-faees  ;  he  telU  me 
that  till-  voi'O  of  the  Manitou  reaehe*  intt>  the  lan^est  villair,;H 
of  hi>  proplf,  lir-iii'ath  tin*  ri-^ini;  <m\,  when  it  i>  lu'ani  hy  the 
n-d  man  a<TMN^  tin-  irn-at  lakrs,  and  iH'ar  thr  Moks  of  the  m.»t- 
tiiJL'  ^uii.  It  i^  a  lt>ud  vuicc  ;  wi»e  to  him  who  does  not  remeni- 
Imt  it.  It  NpiTiks  t')  all  «'i>liirs,  anil  to  vwry  pi-ople,  and  tribe, 
and  ii:itii>n. 

••  iJp'ilnT-,  that  is  a  lyiii:^  trail itioii  \\hirh  says,  there  is  «.»ne 
Maiiiti'M  t'.'r  a  Sai-.  and  anotlirr  for  the  <  >)»*hway — t»ne  Manitou 
for  til'-  ii  ■!  niaii.  an^l  an"th«T  for  the  pal«'-fa«*f.  In  thi-*,  wo  are 
aliki-.  <  Ml'"  <Jpat  Spirit  inaih-  all:  governs  all;  n-w.ards  all; 
[nini-lir-  all.  Ill'  may  k»'ip  tlu'  h:ippy  huntini;-i;rounds  i>f  an 
Inili.in  ^••p.iratv  from  t},,.  whitr  man's  hi'avi-n.  for  he  knows  that 
thrir  •■M-t.mi-  an-  dith-rmt.  and  what  w«iulil  ple:tse  a  warri«'r 
wi'iild  di-pl'-a-i-  a  tra'liT:  and  what  W(»uld  j»le;isf  a  trailer 
w.iM.d  di-pji  axt'  a  uarri'T.  Hi-  ha«i  thoui^ht  of  these  thimrs. 
ar.l  h.ts  mad.-  -i-mmmI  pla-'*-^  f-T  tin-  *ipirits  of  tln^  Lr«"»d,  let  their 
.  .'I.T-  Im-  what  ih.  V  may.  N  it  tlir  samr  with  tlitr  pla4*eH  •>f 
tin-  "-piilN  ..f  til.-  had  .'  I  think  n-'t.  To  me  it  would  JHH*in 
l.iM  t-i  I't  //■'  -■  i:-.  i.-ir.tliir.  that  thi-y  may  torment  one  an- 
•  •tIj.  r.      A  wi-k'd  1iMii:in  and  a  wi-kfi  pal«--tat.v  wouhl  make  a 

htd    III  iirlilH.'l 1.      1    think    tin-   Manit oil  will  let  /Arwi    go  tt>- 

L"!h'  r. 

•■  r.ri'thrr-.  if  the  Manit..ii   kn-ps  ilur  g»»od  Indian  and  the 
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{I^hI  pale-face  apart  in  another  world,  what  has  brought  them 
ti>gethcr  in  this  i  If  he  brings  the  bad  spirits  of  all  colors  to- 
gether in  another  world,  why  should  they  come  together  here, 
before  their  time !  A  place  for  wicked  spirits  should  not  be 
found  on  earth.     This  is  wrong ;  it  must  be  looked  into. 

**  Brothers,  I  have  now  done ;  this  pale-face  wishes  to  speak, 
arfd  1  have  said  that  you  would  hear  his  words.  When  he  has 
s[ioken  his  mind,  I  may  have  more  to  tell  you.  Now,  listen  to 
the  stranger.  He  is  a  medicine-priest  of  the  white  men,  and 
Miys  he  has  a  great  secret  to  tell  our  people — when  he  has  told 
it,  I  have  another  for  their  ears  too.  Mine  must  be  spoken 
when  there  is  no  one  near  but  the  children  of  red  clay.** 

Having  thus  opened  the  way  for  the  missionary,  Peter  coar- 
teously  took  his  seat,  producing  a  little  disappointment  among 
his  own  admirers,  though  he  awakened  a  lively  curiosity  to 
know  what  this  medicine-priest  might  have  to  say  on  an  occa- 
sion S4)  portentous.  The  Indians  in  the  regions  of  the  great 
lakes  had  long  been  accustomed  to  missi(»naries,  and  it  is  prob- 
able that  even  some  of  their  own  traditions,  so  far  as  they  re- 
lated to  religious  topics,  had  been  insensibly  colored  by,  if  not 
absolutely  derived  from,  men  of  this  chanicter;  for  the  first 
whites  who  are  known  to  have  penetrated  into  that  portion  of 
the  continent,  were  Jesuits,  who  carried  the  cross  as  their  stand- 
ard and  emblem  of  peace.  Blessed  emblem !  that  any  should 
so  confound  their  own  names  and  denunciator}*  practices  with 
the  n-vealed  truth,  as  to  imagine  that  a  standard  f^  appropriate 
should  ever  be  out  of  si>ason  and  ])lace,  when  it  is  proper  for 
man  t4»  use  aught,  at  all,  that  is  addressed  to  his  senses,  in  the 
way  of  symlK)ls,  rites  and  ceremonies  I  To  the  Jesuits  suc- 
i-crded  the  less  ceremonious  an<i  less  imposing  priesthoiKl  of 
America,  as  America  peculiarily  was  in  the  first  years  that  fol- 
l»)wi*d  the  Revolution-  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the 
spirit  of  God,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  accompanied  all ;  for 
idl  were  self-denying  and  zealous,  though  the  fruits  of  near  two 
centuries  of  labor  have,  as  yet,  amounted  to  little  more  than 
the  promise  of  the  harvest  at  some  distant  day.     Enough^  how- 
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ever,  wan  known  of  the  missionaries,  and  their  views  in  generml, 
to  prepare  the  council,  in  some  small  degree,  for  the  forth  com- 
ing exhibition. 

Parson  Amen  had  caught  some  of  the  habits  of  the  Indiaiu^ 
in  the  course  of  years  of  communication  and  intercoarae.  Like 
tliem  he  had  learned  to  l»e  delil)eratc,  calm  and  dignified  in  his 
exterior ;  and,  like  them,  he  had  acquired  a  Hententioas  mode 
of  spraking. 

*'  My  children,**  he  said,  for  he  deemed  it  best  to  assume  the 
parental  chara^^ter,  in  a  s<rene  of  so  great  moment,  *'a«  Peter 
has  told  you,  tlic  spirit  of  G04I  is  among  you  1  Christians 
know  tiiat  sucii  has  he  promised  to  be  always  with  his  people, 
ami  I  see  faces  in  this  circle  that  I  am  ready  to  claim  as  be- 
longing to  those  who  have  prayed  with  me,  in  days  that  are 
long  past.  If  your  s«»uis  arc  not  touched  by  divine  love,  it 
diM*s  nut  kill  the  hope  1  entertain  of  your  yet  taking  up  the 
cros^,  and  calling  u]>on  the  Redeemers  name.  But,  not  for 
this,  iiavo  I  ronu*  with  Peter,  this  night.  I  am  now  hereto  lay 
before  you  an  all  important  fact,  that  Providence  has  revealed 
ti»  nie,  as  the  fruit  of  long  labor  in  the  vineyard  of  study  and 
biblical  inquiry.  It  i^  a  tradition  —and  red  men  love  traditions 
—  it  i**  a  tradition  that  touches  your  own  history,  and  which  it 
will  irbublen  ynur  hearts  to  hear,  for  it  will  teach  you  how  much 
\nnr  nation  and  tribes  have  been  the  subject  of  the  especial  care 
an<l  liive  (»f  the  <ireat  Spirit.  When  my  children  say.  speak,  I 
shall  be  ready  to  spi-ak.'* 

Here  the  niis>ionary  took  liL<  M*at,  wis(*ly  awaiting  a  demun*. 
stratiiih  iiu  tiie  part  of  the  c<iuncil,  ere  he  ventured  to  proceed 
any  tiirtlu-r.  Tlii^  was  the  tir^t  occasion  on  which  he  had  e%'er 
attempted  t«i  broach,  in  a  direct  fonn,  his  favorite  theory  of  the 
"^•^t  tribe-."  Let  a  man  get  tmce  fairly  possessed  of  anj 
peculiar  niiti<iii,  \ihethcr  it  be  on  religion,  political  economy, 
m<»rals,  politic^  art>,  or  any  thing  v\m\  and  he  sees  little  beaide 
hi-  bi-jovcil  principle.  Mhidi  he  is  at  all  times  ready  to  advance, 
ill  lVn<i,  •icmon-trate,  or  expatiate  on.  Nothing  can  be  simpler 
than  the  two  great  dogmas  of  Christianity,  which  are  so  plain 
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that  all  can  both  comprehend  them  and  feci  their  truth.  Thej 
teach  ns  to  love  God,  the  nurest  way  to  obey  him,  and  to  love 
our  neighbor  as  ourselves.  Any  one  can  understand  tliis ;  all 
can  »ec  how  just  it  is,  and  how  mucli  of  moral  sublimity  it  con- 
tains. It  is  Godlike,  and  brings  us  near  the  ver}*  essence  of  the 
IMvinity,  which  is  love,  mercy,  and  truth.  Yet  how  few  are 
content  to  accept  the  teachings  of  the  Saviour  in  this  respect, 
without  embarrassing  them  with  tlieories  that  have  so  much  of 
their  origin  in  human  fancies.  We  do  not  mean  by  this,  how- 
ever, that  I*arson  Amen  was  so  very  wrong  in  best<»wing  a  part 
•  >f  his  attention  on  that  wonderful  people,  who,  so  early  set 
apart  by  the  Creator  as  the  creatures  of  his  own  especial  ends, 
have  alrca«ly  played  so  great  a  part  in  the  history  of  nations, 
and  who  are  designed,  so  far  as  we  can  penetrate  revelation, 
yet  to  enact  their  share  in  the  sublime  drama  of  human  events. 

As  for  the  council,  its  members  were  moved  by  more  than 
ordinar}*  curiosity  to  hear  what  further  the  missionary  might 
have  t<i  siiy,  though  all  present  succeeded  adminibly  in  suppres- 
sing the  exhil»ition  of  any  interest  that  might  seem  weak  an<l 
wi»inanly.  After  a  decent  delay,  therefore.  Bear's  Meat  inti- 
mated to  the  ]iars<»n  that  it  w<iuld  l>e  agreeable  to  the  chiefs 
prerM-nt  tt»  listen  to  him  further. 

"  My  ehildren,  1  hfive  a  gn'at  tradition  to  tell  you,*'  the  mis- 
hii»nary  resumed,  as  soon  ha  on  his  feet  again  ;  **  a  verj'  gn*at 
and  liivine  tnidition ;  not  a  tnulition  of  man*s,  but  one  that 
e.init;  direet  fnun  the  Manitou  himst'lf.  Peter  has  spoken 
truth  ;  there  is  but  one  Great  Spirit  ;  he  is  the  (ireat  Spirit  of 
all  eolor»,  and  tribes,  and  nati«»ns.  He  made  all  men  of  the 
same  <lay."  Here  a  slitrht  sensation  was  pen-eptible  among  the 
audience,  most  of  wln>m  wen»  very  deeideilly  of  a  ditfertMit 
o|»iniiin,  on  this  point  of  natural  history.  But  the  missionary 
u;i.s  n«»w  so  far  warmeil  with  his  subject  as  to  disreganl  any 
flight  interniptioii,  and  pmceeded  as  if  his  listeners  ha<l  U'tniyed 
III*  feeling.  '*  And  he  tlivided  them  afterward  into  mitions  and 
tribes.  It  was  then  that  he  cause<l  the  color  of  his  creatures 
to  cluinge.  Home  he  kept  white,  as  he  had  made  them.  Sumo 
12 
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he  put  bcIiiiKl  a  dark  cloud,  and  they  became  altoj^ther  hbick. 
Our  wise  men  tliink  tliat  this  wa.s  done  in  punishment  for  their 
sins.  Some  lie  painteii  red,  like  the  nations  on  this  contim'iiL'^ 
Here  Peter  raised  a  finjrer,  in  wi^^n  that  he  would  a«»k  a  t^ueft- 
tion;  for,  \vitli<iut  permission  jjn"*A»ted,  no  Indian  W4kuld  inter- 
ruj)t  the  speaker.  Indeed,  no  one  «>f  less  elainis  than  Peter 
would  hardly  have  ]>r<'sumed  t<t  take  the  step  he  now  did,  aud 
that  because  he  saw  a  burning  curiosity  gleaming  in  the  briirht 
eyes  of  so  many  in  tin-  dark  ein-le. 

''Say  on,  Peter,"  answered  the  missionary  to  this  sign  ;  ••  I 
will  rej>ly." 

**  Let  my  brother  say  irfnj  the  (ireat  Spirit  turned  the  In«lian 
tt)  a  rrd  rcdor  .'     W;fc^  he  angry  with  him  I  or  <lid  he  paint  him 

St.)  out    of  loVl'  C 

''This  is  !n«»re  than  I  ran  tell  you,  friends.  Tliere  an*  many 
c«>l«'r«i  aniniiir  nu-n.  in  ditlerent  parts  of  the  world,  and  many 
sliadf^  amoiii;  p(><ip)i>  of  thr  same  ei»|i»r.  There  are  pale-fa»'«'> 
fair  a<  tin-  lily,  ami  there  are  pale-faees  so  dark,  a**  s«*ar»-fly  !•• 
be  di>tiiiirui^lied  fri»m  blaik«i.  The  sun  does  niueh  of  thi*  ; 
but  iio  >uii.  iii»r  want  «»f  sun,  will  ever  make  a  pale-fa<*e  a  n-d- 
>kiii.  tjr  a  redskin  a  pal«'-fa«-e.'* 

•*<i'H.d  that  is  what  v\e  Indians  kiv.  Tlie  Manitou  Lui 
nia'li-  u>  ditbniit  :  hr  «liil  imt  iiii'an  that  we  ^hould  livi*  i.n  tla- 
sarin-  buiitinLT  L:i'"nn»N,"*  rt'ji»iiM'd  Peter,  wh«i  randy  faib'il  t-» 
improve  i-\rr\  «>pp«»rtuiiit\  m  onk-r  li>  impp'--*  on  tin*  minds  ••f 
bis  f. .ll..\\rr'»  the  nrrfs>it\  tif  ni»w  rnishing  the  siTjK'nt   in   it» 

sb.ll. 

"  N"  man  i-an  ^ay  that."  aiiswiT«'«l  Pardon  Amen.      '•  I'nli^'* 

ni\  I pii-  b:i.l   r.iMir  to  ibi-i  coiitim-nt,  the  word  of  (rtt.l  r.»uld 

n-'t  ba\«-  b«i  II  pira-'JH'il  by  iin-,  al«»ni;  tin*  shon-s  tif  the^.e  lak«-«w 
lint  I  will  ii.»\\  s|M.;,k  'A  iiur  gn-al  t radii ii mi.  The  ^in-at  Sj.iril 
di\idi«l  mankind  iiit-i  nation'*  an>l  tribi'>.    When  this  w:t»  doUf. 

ji'    pi'k'd"iit   "hr  t^r  111-*  rhoMii   j p|i>.      Th«>  pale-faers   «-all 

tli.d  t.i\<>riti-.  aii'i  t'«>r  a  V^wz  tiim-  mui-h-tavon-d  {K'upK'.  Jowh. 
'I'iii-  Maitii'Mi  li-.j  tliuMi  tlir«Mii:li  a  wiliL-rnrHs,  and  evm  thriMijh 
a  «.i!;  laki',  until  tb<-\  reaihcil  a  promiM'd  land,  where  ho  {kt- 
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initt4Hl  them  to  live  for  many  hundred  winters.  A  great 
triumph  w»»  to  come  out  of  that  people — the  triuraphfi  of  truth 
and  of  the  law,  over  tan  and  death.  In  the  course  of  time — '^ 
Here  a  voung  chief  rose,  made  a  sign  of  caution,  and  cross^ 
ingthe  circle  rapidly,  disappeared  by  the  passage  through  which 
the  rill  flowed.  In  al>out  a  minute  he  returned,  showing  the 
way  into  the  centre  of  the  council  to  one  whom  all  present  im- 
nioiiiately  recognized  as  a  runner^  by  his  dress  and  equipments. 
Ini|>i>rtant  news  was  at  hand  ;  yet  not  a  man  of  all  that  crowd 
eitlier  rose  or  spoke,  in  impatience  to  learn  wh&t  it  was ! 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 

*'  Who  will  iN'llfW  that,  »ith  a  ^milf  whose  blmiof 
WmiliL,  llkt'  the  |iutri.in-h*%  MMithi*  allying  hiHir; 
With  vuirr  ti!<  liiw.  im  {;riitl<>,  aiiil  cun-Ntlii:: 

A»  i-'rr  Willi  iiiuiilt  l^^  lipn  in  iuiM>iillght  bowt-r; 

"  With  l.Kik  lik.>  iwliiiit  .r..hX  ••!gh<-«rine  evil ; 
Witii  iu<iiiiiii!(  cniivfii]  :id  thi:  binlit  In  air: 
Thfii  Hii.  in  Nit>«  r  truth,  thi'  iiTft-Bt  <Ir\ll 

That  r\r  tlim-lml  Iln;.vr»  in  a  caiitivc's  hair?" 

ll\LLEi  k'H  R0l-Jack€t, 

ALTiioifJii  tlic  arrival  of  tlic  run  nor  was  si>  t«»tally  unoxpii*t- 
t'll,  it  M-arrrly  <listiirl't'«l  thr  (juii't  of  that  j^ivo  nsscuiMy.  IIU 
aj»]>h«a«-liiiii;  •^trp  hail  Im'cii  ln-arl,  aixl  \\v  w;is  iiitnxluccil  in  lln* 
iiiaiimr  m»iitii»iii;t|,  wIr-ii  tlu*  yoiin^  rliief  nrsuiiKMi  his  soat. 
It  aviiiir  tlir  nn--it»iiLriT  stainlini;  iirar  the  Ofiitn*  of  thr  i-in-lf, 
ainl  alt <••_'(•! id- r  within  tin*  inthimrr  uf  thr  lii^ht.  IK*  w«v  an 
(Mlawa,  an«l  \\:u\  »\  i«lrii!ly  travtllr«l  tar  and  fa<it.  At  lonj^h  hf 
sjM.kc;  iiM  ••Mr  liaviii;;  juit  a  MiiirK-  <{U4'Hti<>n  tu  him,  or  iK'traviHl 
tin    Ir.iM  A\i\\  of  iiiipatit  lit  rurio».ity. 

'*  I  r..iiii-  t"  ti'll  the  i-hiet'-i  wliat  has  happrnetl/'  s:iii|  thf  mn- 
liLT.  "<Mir  <in;it  Katlirr  tr«»iii  Qiirhrr  has  sont  his  yniitip  n«»n 
:tL':ui:'«t  t!i«'  Vaiikfi-.  li««l  \iarri«»r4.  tim,  were  thi-re  in  hiin- 
•  lit-l —  "  hrir  a  iiiuniiiir  «»f  intrnst  was  sliixhtly  appHfi'iit 
aril.  iiL' tin-  rhi«  l"^ — "ilnir  patii  lr«l  tJH'Mi  t«>  iMriMt;  it  L* 
tiikt  ij." 

A  1"W  iiiiiniiur.  •  \|i|r^-.ivi'  i^i  >atiM;u'ti«»n,  passed  n»iiml  tin? 
rii.  !. ,  t<>r  l>(Trit  \\a^  tin  n  tin-  iiM^t  ini]M)rtant  i»f  hII  the  |Mn4j^ 
lul.l  l'\  tin-  Ann  ri.-ah^,  al'-ni;  tin-  wli«»lr  lifir  t»f  the  ;n^*at  Iftkes 
V.y  irn  I  ivi-  in  -iirpil"*-  .iin]  ailniiratifn  :  tht-n  one  i>f  the  older 
rliirtV  yicMrd  t«»  hi-  intm^l  in  tiit-  mjIjii-I,  and  inquirvd — 
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*^  Have  oor  jounfr  men  taken  many  palc-facc  scalps  ?" 

**  So  few  that  they  are  not  worth  counting.  I  did  not  see 
one  p>lo  that  waH  such  as  an  Indian  loves  to  look  on." 

''Did  our  young  men  keep  back,  and  let  the  warriors  from 
QueWc  do  all  the  fighting  ?" 

''  No  one  fought  The  Yankees  asked  to  be  made  prisoners, 
without  using  their  rifles.  Never  before  have  so  many  captives 
l>een  led  into  tlie  villages  with  so  little  to  make  their  enemies 
look  on  them  with  friendly  eyes." 

A  gleam  of  fierce  delight  passed  athwart  the  dark  features  of 
IVter.  It  is  probable  that  he  fell  into  the  same  error,  on  hear- 
ing these  tidings,  as  that  which  so  generally  prevailed  for  a 
short  time  among  the  nativx»  of  the  old  world,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  both  of  the  two  last  wars  of  the  republic,  when 
the  disasters  with  which  they  opened  induced  so  many  to  fiUl 
into  the  fatal  error  of  regarding  Jonathan  as  merely  a  **  shop- 
keeper." A  shopkeeper,  in  a  certain  sense,  he  may  well  be 
ai-counted  ;  but  among  his  wares  are  anns,  that  he  has  the  head, 
the  heart,  and  the  hands  to  use,  as  man  has  very  rarely  been 
known  to  use  them  before.  Even  at  this  very  instant,  the 
brilliant  success  which  has  renden^d  the  anned  citizens  of  this 
count r}'  the  wonder  of  Europe,  \&  Reacting  on  the  masses  of  the 
oI<l  world,  tea4*hing  them  their  power,  and  inciting  them  to 
stand  up  to  the  n^gularly  anned  bands  of  their  rulons  with  a 
spirit  and  contiih-noe  that,  hitherto,  has  been  little  known  in 
their  histories.  Happy,  thrice  happy  will  it  be,  if  the  conquer- 
ors um;  their  success  in  moderation,  and  settle  down  into  the 
ways  of  pra<*tical  reas4m,  instead  of  sufloring  their  minds  to  bo 
k'd  astray  in  (|uest  of  the  |H»litit'al  ja4*k-o* -lanterns,  that  are  cer- 
tain to  conduct  their  followers  into  the  quagmires  of  impractica- 
ble luid  vi>ionar}"  theories.  To  aboli.sh  almses  to  set  in  motion 
the  ear  ut*  state  on  the  tnu-k  of  justice  and  economy,  and  to 
distinguish  between  that  which  is  really  essential  to  human 
happine<is  au<i  huniaii  rights  and  that  which  is  merely  the  result 
of  S4jnie  wild  and  lMN>tless  proposition  in  political  economy, 
are  the  great  self-imposed  tasks  that  the  Eun>|H»an  people  seem 
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(Iriiik.  Til  at  was  a  \vi«'ke<l  n»o«li<'inc-man.  His  m-alp  wnnl  1 
not  l»t'  satV  Will  my  youiii;  nuMi  si-o  it  ai;aiii  — "  ht-rv  tin-  Ih-i'- 
huiitiT,  insciisihly  \n  liiiMM'If,  trlt  tor  \iU  ritic,  makiiiir  Hin-  tlia: 
hv  had  it  iKtwt'Cii  \iU  It-iTs;  tlu'  <*or|M»ral  Im-Iii'^  a  littlf  Mirprix-il 
at  tlh'  sii«Mrn  >tart  Ik*  i^avf.  *'  His  liair  «lors  iii»t  p'nw  tin  li;«* 
lK'a«l  rlDMT  than  tlic  tm-i  ;^ro\v  to  tin*  ^Tniiinl.  Kvrii  :i  trr-o 
can  he  nit  down,  liut  all  iiwdiriuc-inrM  arc  imt  aiikc.  Mv 
hi-otluT  U  a //'««/ iin'«li«iiH-niari.  All  li«'  .niv**  may  not  l»i'  jis^t 
as  lu-  thinks,  l.ut  In*  fniims  \\hat  lir  says.  It  i?»  Mfinii-ilul 
how  iiii'ii  «-an  lot.k  two  wa\>:  Imt  it  is  more  wonderful  thit 
tiny  >houlil  iTo  to  thr  saint*  i»lai«-  l»y  jialhs  that  load  !»i-!orc  aii-l 
Ixhind.  This  \\f  do  not  understand;  my  bri»tht*r  «^i[I  till  u<« 
how  it  «an  Im'." 

**  1  lulir\i'  I  nndi'Maml  what  it  is  that  my  rliililp*n  uluM 
kn«'W.  'I'he\  think  tin*  t-arth  i>  tlat,  Imt  tin*  j»ale  Iju-cs  kii"W 
that  it  is  r.»un«I.  Mr  who  travrU  and  travels  towar<l  the  '•ri- 
tii.L:  sun  Wi.iiM  •'«»nu*  t«»  tiiis  v^-ry  >\»>X,  it'  In-  travi-ll«-d  hmii; 
rTi"iiL:li.  Tin-  «li-tani-«'  WiHiM  hi*  ^n-at,  hut  tin*  cnil  ot'  c^i-ry 
ftraiirht  path  in  I  hi"  world  i^  thr  piai-i-  *>\'  starting." 

"My  l.p.th' r  -axs  ihiK.  I{,.  v.iys  many  rurions  thiriiX'..  I 
Ij.im'  JM'ar-l  a  ni-  'li'-iiw-iuan  oi"  hi>  {M-opIr  >ay  that  tin-  [lah*  ta---  '^ 
li.-i-.t'  -fii  llii-ir  <iriat  Spirit.  talk>d  with  iiim.  ualki'd  ukli  Lun. 
l!  i-  I, -it  -•with  Ms  Iri.ii.iris.  <  >iir  ManitoM  ^iM-ak-*  t"  ts^  i:i 
til  ;ii.|.  r  "iilx .  Wr  an-  iL^ii'-ratit,  and  wi^h  to  Irani  ni«»ri*  th:t:. 
V..-  ?i.>\\  Lii..\\.  H.is  Tn_\  I'l-'ThiT  i-\«r  travrllril  on  that  jMih 
wli.  h  • '.ds  wlnri'  ii  !-.-.^rii|.  .'  <  huT,  on  tin-  j»rairi»s.  1  l.^x  n,y 
w:i\.  'I'li'.  r.-  w  I-  -now.  and  iriad  was  ]  to  lin.l  tra^-ks.  1  i"..'. 
lowid  ;h-    tr.i.  U.       l»nt  oi,.-  iiaM-li.r   had   pasM'.l.      At'trr  waik- 

\us  ill  If  ai",  T'A."  Iiad  }>.t i.      Aiii'ilur  h"iir.  and  tin*  three  h.id 

].:i--»i   I.      'ill!   I    I    -av^  ill"    tra- Ix-    wt-n-   iii\   "'wn,  and  (hat  I  li.t  I 

I ii  wa.L. ?:■_'.  a-   til.     -jiiaws   r.  a--'n,  round   anil  round,  hut  hfl 

;:.::.'..;,.  -..I." 

•*  I  nil  i'-r-t  ir.d  iri\  Ii'n  m  1.  ImiT  In-  i-  wroHir,  h  in  im  niatli-r 
wl.ili  |..i:h  tIi.  l--r  tii--  :ra\i!li.|  to  ^^.t  In-n*.  Tlj4-  main 
«j.i'  -:.-  h  i-.  ^vi,i  :•,'  I  tin  '.  .MUi'  at  ail.  I  >•••■  in  the  ri-d  men.  m 
\l.'  ir  ■  ..■»:  -i:.-.  "ii-ir  iii-t-iv.  tln-ir  lonk.s,  an>l  eve»  in  ihcir  irudi- 
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1:1  •:';czit.  A  thouAand  projects  have  been  broached,  will  con- 
uiiur  tu  be  broached,  and  will  fail,  each  in  its  time,  8howing 
tin*  niistakoA  of  men,  without  remedying  the  evils  of  which  they 
coiiiplmn.  This  is  not  because  a  beneticcnt  Providence  has 
iifjriected  to  enlighten  their  minds,  and  to  show  them  the  way 
to  be  happy,  here  and  hereafter;  bat  because  human  conceit 
runs,  jHiri  jmikhu^  with  human  woe^s  Anrl  we  are  too  proud  to 
look  for  our  lessons  of  conduct,  in  that  code  in  which  they  have 
Wen  st»t  before  us  by  unerring  wisdom  and  ceaseless  love.  If 
tht'  (>olitical  economists,  and  reformens  and  revolutionists  of 
the  age,  would  turn  from  their  speculations  to  those  familiar 
prei'epts  which  all  are  taught  and  so  few  obey,  they  would  find 
rulfs  for  every  emergen<*y  ;  and,  m«>st  of  all,  would  they  learn 
the  great  secret  which  lies  s«)  profoundly  hid  from  them  and 
thrir  philost>phy,  in  the  contented  mint!.  Nothing  short  of  this 
will  ever  bring  the  mighty  reform  that  the  world  needs.  The 
j>rfss  may  be  declared  free,  but  a  vi*ry  hrief  experience  will 
teach  those  who  fancy  that  this  one  coiujue>t  will  secure  the 
victniy-,  that  they  have  only  obtained  King  Stork  in  the  lieu  of 
King  L<.>g;  a  vulgar  and  most  hideou*  tyrant  for  one  of  royal 
birth  and  gmtle  manners.  They  may  S4.»t  U|)  the  rule  of  patriots 
by  profession,  in  placi*  <»f  the  diuninion  of  those  who  have  so 
hing  pretende«l  that  the  art.  of  governing  de^'cnds  from  male  to 
inah*,  arconling  to  the  order  of  j)riniogonilure,  and  live  to 
UiiniK-r  that  l«>ve  of  eountry  should  have  so  many  weaknesses 
in  eiiniinon  with  love  of  itself.  Tliey  may  n'ly  on  written 
iharter*  for  their  liberties,  insteail  of  the  divine  right  of  kings, 
and  coine  perchanre  to  learn,  that  neither  langujige,  nor  cove- 
nant-*, ni»r  siflrnatures,  nor  seaN  avail  mueh.  lis  again-^t  the  neoes- 
sitii's  of  nations,  and  the  p«»liey  of  rulers.  !)«»  we  then  regard 
r«-t'»rm  as  im|>4»ssible,  and  soeiety  to  be  doonuNl  ti»  stniggle  on 
in  itn  (iM  ".loughs  i»f  opj>rc«*.si«»n  and  ahuse>  ?  Far  fnun  it.  We 
l>orh'v<*  anil  hope,  that  at  earh  rtftjrt  <»f  a  sage  character,  some- 
thing; ij»  gained,  while  niueli  more  than  had  U-en  expected  is 
loM  ;  and  Mn-h  we  think  will  eontinue  tt>  he  thecourM*  <if  eventa, 
until  men  shall  reaeh  that  i>eriod  in  their  histor}*  when,  pohsi- 
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My  to  their  woinlcr,  tlioy  will  find  that  a  faii1tlej»  c<xle  for  the 
^ovcriunont  of  all  thoir  affairs  has  l>eeii  lying  iR'<;le<^te<I,  <ljuly 
an«l  li'Mirly,  in  tlu-ir  very  hands,  for  ei^litocn  ccntnrifs  antl  si 
halt',  without  thrir  percoivirii;  tin*  all-important  tnith.  In  *lue 
srasnn  this  lode  will  suj>«'rsed<"  all  «»tlu'rs,  when  the  world  will, 
for  the  first  time,  he  happy  and  truly  free. 

There  was  a  marked  res«*mhlanee  hetween  the  1h»|h*!*  an«i  ex- 
iMM-tatiiui-^  of  IV'ter,  in  reterenet*  to  the  ov«'rthrow  of  hiN  jNilf 
faet'  eni'mie>  on  the  Anieriean  continent,  and  those  of  the  n-v- 
olutioni>ts  of  the  ''Id  \%urld  in  n*fen'nce  to  the  overthmw  of 
thrir  stPinir-intrenehed  t*«»os  on  that  of  Kuro|K*.  K»»*h  faii^ifs 
suriM —  more  easy  of  attainint'iit  than  tin*  end  is  likely  to  sh^m  ; 
both  overlook  th«'  terrihle  powrr  of  tin'ir  ailvcrsaries ;  and 
both  take  the  ^ULrLre>ti«>n»»  of  a  Impf  that  is  livrly  rather  tLuui 
eiili;rht«-ncil,  a^^  tli»'  suhntitutf  for  the  le«iM»ns  <»f  wisihmi. 

It  wa«*  s«»m«'  little  tim«'  ere  the  eouneil  lunl  s**  far  rci^ined  it.* 
ralni,  as  to  think  of  invitiiiLT  the  mi>sionar}-  Xi*  resume  hi^  ilis*- 
<''»iirsi-.  Tin-  last  ha«l  n»M'i's<.-irily  heard  the  ni'w-*,  ami  w.'v*  ^» 
niU'li  trouMr.i  hy  it.  as  t«»  tV-el  no  threat  disp.»Mtion  to  proiveil ; 
hut  Trt^r  iiitirnatiiii;  that  *Mh«'  rars  of  his  frieiwls  werx*  inn-n." 
In-  was  «»f  I  •pinion  it  would  he  wi^rst  to  ^n  on  with  his  tmdi- 
tioiis. 

'•Tlius  it  was,  my  «hildren,"  Parson  Ain«'n  eontiiiued,  the 
rinlf  ImIiii;  ju-t  as  «juirt  an<l  attt-ntiv*-  as  if  n«»  intemiptiim  li,i«l 
o.-.-nrr.  •!  -  "  tlw  (inat  Spirit,  srln-tinir  from  amon^r  the  nati«'Ti-» 
of  tin-  rarth,  oiM'  to  I.I-  hi^  rli..^en  pfoplr.  I  eaniii't  stop,  n«»w. 
to  till  \t>ii  all  li«'  did  tor  tliJK  nation,  in  thr  wav  of  wiiiidri>*  anil 
|M»wrr:  l.iit.  finally,  he  j»la'<'d  iln-m  in  a  iM'autitul  eoiintn. 
wlirn-  milk  afMl  li-^nty  aht.unilr.l.  and  ma«ii'  them  its  ni.'isters. 
rr->m  th.it  p«  «»ji|i-.  in  hi*  »arllily  ••liara'-tt-r,  i-anM'  tlit-  <''hriM 
wli«»ni  wi-  n)is-i..ii;in.  H  pri'a«h  t«»  y^u,  and  who  is  the  j^reat  he.nl 
«»f  .Mir  •  hni'li.  .\It!i.'U:,r|i  |1|,.  J,\vs,  ..r  Nrai'litrs  as  wo  i*.-ill 
that  pi««plf,  wln-n-  thus  h-.n-tird  an>l  tlius  fa\ored  ««f  the  Maui- 
t"U.  tln\   w.p-  I'lit  HMii.  thi\  had  tin'  wi'akiM*ss«'s  of  men.      fhi 

iri-'Tr   thin   "I ■■a-i>n    tlnv   •lisj.lrasnl   tin' <  rr«'at  Spirit,  all  J 

that  s.,  Mfiouslv  ;is  to  draw  .i.»wn  «-ondii:n  |>uiiif»linient  «Mi  them- 
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selves,  and  on  their  wiven  and  children.  In  various  ways  wore 
thev  visited  for  their  backsliding  and  sins,  each  time  repenting 
and  receiving  forgiveness.  At  length  the  Great  Spirit,  tired  of 
their  f<»rgetfulness  and  crimes,  allowed  an  anny  to  come  into 
their  land,  and  to  carry  away  as  captives  no  less  than  ten  of 
their  twelve  tribes ;  putting  their  people  in  strange  hunting- 
grounds.  Now,  this  happened  many  thousands  of  moons  since, 
and  no  one  can  say  with  certainty  what  has  become  of  those 
captives,  whom  Christians  are  accustomed  to  call  *  the  lost  tribes 
of  Israel/  " 

Here  the  missionary  paused  to  arrange  his  thoughts,  and  a 
slight  murmur  was  heard  in  the  circle  as  the  chiefs  comnmned 
tc»gcthcr,  in  inten'sted  comments  on  what  hail  just  been  said. 
Hie  pause,  however,  was  short,  and  the  s|>eaker  again  proceed- 
ed,  safe  from  any  ungracious  interruption,  among  auditors  so 
trained  in  self-restraint. 

**  ChiMrcn,  I  shall  not  now  say  any  thing  touching  the  birth 
of  Christ,  the  r(.Mb.>in]»ti<»n  of  the  world,  and  the  history  of  the 
twt»  triU»s  that  remained  in  the  hnul  where  (jJo<l  hail  placed  his 
people ;  for  tiiat  is  a  part  of  the  subje«'t  that  comes  properly 
within  the  >copc  of  my  ordinar}-  teaching.  At  present  1  wish 
oiil\  ti)  speak  of  yoursi'lves ;  of  the  reti  man  of  America,  of  his 
pmbable  <irigiii  and  en«l,  ainl  of  a  gn'at  <lis<*overy  that  many  of 
iiH  think  we  have  made,  on  this  most  iiitert>sting  topic  in  the 
hl'itory  of  the  gootl  book.  Does  any  one  present  know  aught 
of  the  t«'ii  h»st  tribes  of  whom  I  have  spoken  T' 

Kye  met  eye,  and  e.\p«rtatioii  wjis  lively  among  th«>st»  primi- 
tive ami  untaught  siivnges.  At  length  (>t>wsfeather  arose  to 
answer,  the  missionai*}'  standing  the  whole  time,  motionless,  as 
if  waiting  for  a  reply. 

''My  brother  has  told  us  a  tradition/*  sjiid  the  Pottawatta- 
mie. **  It  is  a  good  tradition.  It  is  a  strange  traditi«>n.  Red 
men  love  t«>  hear  such  traditions  It  is  wonderful  that  s*i  many 
;is  ten  tribes  shouhl  bv  itmt^  at  the  same  time,  and  ni»  one  kn«>w 
whiit  has  iMM-ome  <»f  them  I  My  bn>ther  asks  us  if  wf  know 
what  has  become  of  these  ten  tribes.     How  should  poor  red 
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men,  who  live  on  \\unr  hiintin«r-crr<>un<ls,  aii<l  who  arc  bu«v 
when  the  irra^is  trrows  in  fjottinjj  tojjrothor  ImojI  lor  thoir  sijiiaws 
an«l  |);ippuo>t's,  a«;ain**t  a  time  when  the  lMit1ah>  ran  tin«l  in»th- 
iiiLT  to  «'at  in  this  part  <»f  the  wnrhl,  know  any  thinif  ot*a|H*t»ple 
that  they  never  saw  ?  My  brother  has  a^ked  a  «)iiostion  that  be 
only  ran  answer.  Lot  liini  tell  us  where  those  ten  tril»os  an*  t'» 
he  touinl,  if  he  knows  the  phu-e.  Wo  shoiihl  like  to  iro  aii*l 
look  at  them." 

**  llt-re  I''  t'x«'laime«l  the  missionary,  the  instant  Cr«>w«ifea- 
ther  oea«ie«l  speakirii^,  aixi  «*v««n  hetoro  he  was  seated.  *'  H«*r»* 
— in  thiN  <'ouncil — on  these  pniiries — in  theM*  o|>4Miinijs — here, 
on  tin*  >lions  of  the  ^reat  l:ikes  of  Nwert  watiT.  an«l  thn»u::h«»ui 
th«'  lainl  of  America,  are  tliex'  trihes  to  he  founil.  Thr  nti 
man  is  a  J«'w  :  a  Jew  i-*  a  re<i  man.  The  Manitou  has  hr«iiiijhi 
thf  •irattiTiMJ  peopli*  of  I>ra«*l  to  this  part  of  the  worM,  aU'l  I 
>♦■«'  hi-,  jiowrr  in  th«*  won<h'rfnl  faet.  Xothinjr  hut  a  ininicie 
CiHiIil  have  *hnu^  tlii^  .'*' 

iivrux  w.i^  tin'  a«lmiratii»n  of  th«»  Indians  at  ihis  announe^^ 
iiirnt  !  N«»iu-  of  th«'ir  own  traiiition^^  ijav«?  tiiis  aei*ount  t^f  thrir 
oritji'i :  Imt  thm*  i^  n-a-on  to  hrlirvr,  on  th«*  other  haiul,  th.**: 
n«»iM-  «»f  tln-m  j'ontraili^'t  it.  N«'verth«'li'>4s.  lu-re  was  a  nii"«|i. 
<inf'  |>riiHt  .if  th**  pah -fa'-r^  In. Idly  proi'laimiuLr  the  fai-t.  uinl 
•jrr.it  wa-*  th*'  won«hT  «»f  all  \\\u*  hrard.  tlnTOat  I  Haiii::; 
s]»«»k«'ii.  tfi*-  nii-'^i'Hiary  au'ain  pau-**.!.  that  his  wonU  miirht  pri-- 

•  liiit'  ih'ir  «'lh«t.  JM-ar'-  M«-at  \u*\\  he«'ame  hi-*  intorri'i:'ali»r, 
ri-lnLT  ri-pf-tfiilly,  and  MandiiiLT  dnriii;/  tin*  folloijuy  ihat  ••a  - 

rrrd.-d. 

"  M\  hp'th'T  ha^  ^|»"ki  n  a  irnat  traditii>n,"  saiil  the  Mcn«»- 
rni-rii .-.      "hid  Ik-  tir^r  lj,-;ir  it  fn»m  his  f;itliers?" 

"In    part,    i-niy.      Th'-    lii»«t«»ry    ««f  thr    l«^^t    trilx.»^  h.lA  r»MHe 

•  l"wn  !••  u^  fp-m  -Mir  fitlnTn:    it  i^  writit-n  in  the  i;«Mid  lNK>k   of 

tin-  jijIi'  fa- .- :    till'   1 k    lli.at    eontaiii^  the  Word   of  I  hi*  Iwreat 

Spirit." 

••  1»  ..^  till-  ■^....1  I k  of  til-  pale-t*a«*i'-  .-^ly  that  the  ri'J  men 

an-  th.   •liildriM)  «'f  tin-  proj.},.  hi*  ha^  nit-ntione*! .'" 

"  I  I  aniiot  ^n\  that  it  ihieH.       While  the  iTood  hook  tidla  Uft  mi 
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mnch,  it  alto  leaves  very  much  nntold.  It  is  best  that  we  should 
]<)ok  for  ourselves,  that  we  may  find  out  some  of  its  meaningSb 
It  is  in  thus  looking,  that  many  Christians  see  the  great  truth 
which  makes  the  Indians  of  America  and  the  Jews  beyond  the 
great  salt  lake,  one  and  the  same  people. ' 

**  If  this  be  so,  let  my  brother  tell  as  how  far  it  is  from  our  H     v 
hunting-grounds  to  that  distant  land  across  the  great  salt  lake  f*  -  ^ 

*'  I  cannot  give  you  this  distance  in  miles  exactly  ;  but  I  sup- 
pose it  may  be  eleven  or  twelve  times  the  length  of  Michigan.*' 

"  Will  my  brother  tell  us  how  much  of  this  long  path  is 
water,  and  how  much  of  it  is  dry  land  f ' 

**  Perhaps  one-fourth  is  land,  as  the  traveller  may  chooae ; 
the  rest  must  bo  water,  if  the  journey  be  made  from  the  ris- 
ing toward  the  setting  sun,  which  is  the  shortest  path ;  but, 
let  the  journey  be  made  from  the  setting  toward  the  rising 
sun,  and  there  is  little  water  to  cross ;  rivers  and  lakes  of  no 
great  width,  as  is  scon  here,  but  only  a  small  breadth  of  salt 
lake." 

^*  Arc  there,  then,  two  roads  to  that  far  off  land,  where  the 
red  men  are  thought  to  have  once  lived  T* 

**  Even  so.  ITie  traveller  may  come  to  this  spot  from  that 
lanil  by  way  of  the  rising  sun,  or  by  way  of  the  setting  sun.*' 

The  general  m«>vement  among  the  members  of  the  council 
denoteil  the  suqtrise  with  which  this  account  was  received.  As 
the  Indians,  until  they  have  had  much  intercourse  with  the 
whites  very  genendly  l)olieve  the  earth  t<>  be  flat,  it  was  not 
easy  f«»r  tlieni  to  c^nnprehend  how  a  given  point  could  be  reached 
by  directly  (»ppottite  routes.  Such  an  apparent  contradiction 
would  be  very  likely  to  extort  further  questions. 

^*  My  brother  is  a  medieine-mun  of  the  pale-faces ;  his  hairs 
are  gray,"  obsenc<l  Crowsfeather,  **Some  of  your  medicine- 
men are  good,  and  some  wicked.  It  is  so  with  the  medicine- 
men of  the  redskins.  <vood  and  bad  are  to  l>e  found  in  all 
nations.  A  mcdioine-man  of  your  people  cheated  my  yonng 
iiii'n  by  promising  to  show  tliem  where  fire-water  grnws.  Ue 
•lid  n<»t  show  them.     He  let  them  smell,  but  he  did  nut  let  the^n 
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drink.  Tliat  wa?*  a  \vi<*k(Ml  nie<li(*inc-inan.  FTis  s*-al|i  woiil-l 
not  1)0  safr  t\\i\  my  ynuiiLf  men  sco  it  ai^ain — "  licre  tlu-  Ikm-- 
luintvr,  insonsiMy  in  Iiiinsclt*,  tVlt  for  lii*^  ritlo,  making  "^un'  tlial 
he  hiul  it  lnt\voen  liis  U*«rs;  tho  <'(>rj>«»r;il  ln'Iii;;  a  litth'  MirpriM'iI 
at  tin'  smMiMi  start  lie  pivo.  '*  His  hair  <lo«'s  not  cjri>w  on  his 
hca<l  rlosiT  than  tho  tnvs  ^rrnw  to  tho  i;n»ninL  Kvcii  :i  troo 
can  1m'  rut  <li»\vn.  liut  all  nu'<li«iuo-in«'n  an-  in»i  jiliko.  My 
l»n)tlnr  is  a //o*w/  nir.li.im-inan.  All  ho  siy*  may  nut  U*  jn-.i 
as  In*  thiFiks  I'ut  In-  ftf/itrrs  what  \iv  says.  It  is  wonili-rful 
how  nun  tan  look  two  m;i\s;  hut  it  is  inoro  won<lorfiil  tliit 
thoy  >ln)ul«l  *^n  to  tin'  siinio  i»la«t'  hy  j)aths  that  lo:i«l  U-t'i^r^*  :inii 
hrhin<l.  Tlii>  wo  <lo  not  untliMstainl  ;  my  brother  u ill  till  us 
how  it  <an  hr." 

*' 1  lulicxc  I  undrrstainl  what  it  is  that  my  chihlrcn  wnul'l 
know.  Thoy  think  tho  rarlli  i^  tlat,  hut  tho  pale  lai •«••!.  kii'»w 
that  it  i-*  rnund.  Mr  who  travrU  an«l  travel-  ti»war<l  the  — -l- 
tiiiLT  -'Un  wnuhl  roiiie  to  thi**  very  >j»ot.  it'  he  tntvellrd  \>*u'^ 
en'.'ii^h.  Tin-  •li>taiH»'  N\.iulil  1m-  irn-at.  hut  tin-  eU«l  nl'  o\tr\- 
str.iiirht  path  in  thi^  w.»rM  i-*  thi-  |)laee  i»t'  >tartin|j.'* 

**  .M\  hnMhtr  siy-  tlii*«.  Ih-  six**  many  eurious  thini^s.  I 
h:i\e  liiMnl  a  in«'iliiiiH'-iii;in  mi'  1i>  |)«'i>]»]i>  >ay  that  tho  paK»  tai;  •• 
h.'i.i'  '-(■•II  tinir  <ii-eat  Sjiirii.  t;ilk<>l  with  liiiu,  ualk***!  uiiL  Liin. 
It  !•>  i."t  ^*  with  n-  Inili.in**.  Our  ManitiMi  s|M-aks  tn  u^  i:i 
lliih-hr  ■■n!\.  \V«'  art-  iirn-'raiit.  an-i  wi».h  t««  learn  iin're  tli;i:i 
wr  ii..\v  kiiitw.  Ila*'  u\\  hr-'thiT  e\rr  traM-Ih-d  mi  that  jiath 
wliih  r'.-i-  wh»n'  it  l-^'irin- f  <  >nro,  i.u  tin-  prairies,  1  Ii»-.t  m\ 
w:i\.  'I  li- n-  w;t-  *n'«w,  :iu<l  ltIm.I  wa^  I  t'»  lind  trai'kx  1  !'••'• 
l<'Wi.|  t!i.-  ti.iik-.  lint  "M.  Ii;»\r!lrr  ha<l  pa^M'-l.  At'lor  waik- 
i?i','  Hi  h  11?-,  tw..  li:i<l  p.i--«-i.  An«»ih«T  h«tijr.  an^l  the  three  h.fl 
p.i--.  1.  Till  II  I  -.»w  till-  tH'k-  Wire  ni\  mwu.  anil  lliat  I  h,i  1 
he«  n  walkliii^r,  :i-  tli.-  ^.jii:iw-  r«-;i-<'n,  n»unii  an<l  round,  hut  mi«1 

;^.;i.::  .iIm  :i-l." 

"  I  uiidtT-tiiid  ni\  ;il«ri  1.  !'m!  In-  i>  wroiii;.  h  i-*  no  inattiT 
wlii  ri  pMth  tip-  l-T  tii'..-  tr;i\«!l-d  !<•  i;«'t  liere.  Tliir  in.iiii 
•  pj-  "•■.■■ri  1-,  will  [\f  I  :!.•  \  .■.inn  at  ail.  I  •»*■«•  in  the  reil  men,  in 
!li.  ir  ■  ii-t.'ih-.  :h.  ir  In-:  -rx,  tln-ir  ltM»k^,  anil  even  in  their  trudi- 
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tioim,  proofr  that  they  arc  these  Jews,  once  the  favored  peoplo 
of  the  Great  Spirit" 

**  If  the  Manitou  so  well  loves  the  Indiana,  why  has  he  peF-~7' 
mitted  the  pale-faces  to  take  away  their  hunting  grounds  ?  Why 
has  he  made  the  red  man  poor,  and  the  white  man  rich  ?     Bro- 
ther, 1  am  afraid  your  tradition  is  a  lying  tradition,  or  these 
things  would  not  be  so/* 

**  It  i*  not  given  to  men  to  understand  the  wisdom  that 
Cometh  fn>m  above.  That  which  secmcth  so  strange  to  us  may 
Ih>  right.  Tlic  lost  tribes  had  offended  Go<l ;  and  their  scatter- 
ing, and  captivity,  and  punishment,  are  but  so  many  proofs  of 
hii«  <lisplca'»uro.  But,  if  lost,  we  have  reason  to  believe  that 
ouv  day  they  will  be  found.  Yes,  my  children,  it  will  be  the 
pU»asure  of  the  Great  Spirit,  one  day,  to  restore  you  to  the  land 
of  your  fathers,  and  make  you  again,  wliat  you  once  were,  a 
great  and  gl«»rious  people  !" 

As  the  well-meaning  but  enthusiastic  mlssionju^'  spoke  with 
gri^at  fer\or,  the  announcement  of  such  an  event,  coming  jis  it 
dill  from  one  wh«>m  they  n»spected,  even  while  they  could  not 
understand  him,  <Iid  not  fail  to  pn>duce  a  deep  sensation.  If 
their  fortunes  were  really  the  care  of  the  Great  Spirit,  and 
justice  W.1M  to  be  done  to  them  by  his  b)ve  an«l  wisilom,  then 
wtHiM  the  projerts  of  l*cter,  and  thosi*  who  acted  and  felt  with 
liim,  be  unnecessjiry,  and  might  lead  to  evil  instead  of  to  gtMid. 
Tliat  sagtu'ious  sji\'age  tVu\  not  fail  t«)  discover  this  tnith  ;  and 
he  nnw  believed  it  might  be  well  for  hin^  tosjiy  aword,  in  onler 
to  h'ss^-n  the  influenee  Parson  Amen  might  <»tlierwise  obtain 
among  those  whom  it  w.-is  his  di'>ign  to  mould  in  a  way  entirely 
to  meet  his  own  wishes.  So  intense  w.is  the  «ie>ire  of  this  mys- 
terious JeadtT  to  execute  vengeance  on  the  pale-faei»s,  that  the 
redemption  of  the  triln's  from  misery  and  j>overty,  unaerom- 
panitHi  by  this  jiart  of  his  own  ]>ri>jeet,  would  have  given  him 
pain  in  lieu  of  plea^ture.  II is  wry  soul  hatl  got  it*  be  absorbeti 
in  this  niii'  notion  of  n>tril>uti<>n,  ami  of  annihilation  for  the  op- 
prf*>ors  of  his  nice;  luul  he  reganled  all  things  through  a  medium 
of  revenge,  thus  created  by  hi^  feelings,  much  as  the  missionary 


'2  4  H  T  M  K      OAK      OPENINGS. 

cinlfavoiv«l  to  ben  J  evory  tact  ami  cin-iiiiistiuiee,  connccte»i  with 
tlic  Imliaiis  to  the  supjM>rt  <>t'  lii<  tlioory  touching  their  Jewish 
ori^r'n. 

\Vh«*ii  Peter  arnse,  tlierefi»re,  tierec  and  mali&n^ant  pasa^ioiift 
were  at  work  in  liis  hosoin ;  sin-h  as  a  inereitul  anil  a  heiiiirnant 
deity  never  wishes  to  se»*  in  the  hreast  ot  man,  whether  eivilizcl 
or  savji^e.  The  seh-eommaiul  ot'  the  Trihelcss  however,  w.t"* 
great,  and  he  so  tar  sii<-eeetled  in  su|»|»ressing  the  voh*aiio  thiit 
\va>  rairing  within,  as  to  >{Mrak  with  his  usual  dignity,  und  an 
«'ntire  ("ahnni'ss  of  exterii>r. 

"  My  lnothrrs  have  hi*ar«l  wliat  I  lie  inedieine-maii  had  t*» 
say,**  Teter  eoiinnenre<l.  "  He  has  toM  them  that  whii*h  wsis* 
new  to  thrm.  Ill-  lia>i  told  them  an  Indian  is  not  an  Indi.'in. 
That  a  reij  man  is  a  |)ale-t*a«-e,  and  that  we  are  not  what  »e 
tiionirht  wi-  ueri'.  It  i^  irocul  t«)  learn.  It  makes  the  ditferent'c 
lMl\\«Tri  tin-  wi'ie  an«l  th»'  toDlish.  The  |iale-t*ai*cs  learn  ini«rv 
than  tin-  P'Ukiiis  That  i**  the  way  they  have  learm**!  how  t«» 
iT'f  "iir  liimtlnLT-irround-.  That  i^  the  way  they  have  learned 
tM  liiiild  tJH'ir  \illai:t>  on  the  ^pot>  where  our  fathers  kilh^ii  the 
di  -T.  That  is  the  way  tlu-y  havr  Irariieii  h«>w  Xn  eouie  anii  t»dl 
Us  fli.it  wr  .ii,  ij.it  Indians,  hut  Jews.  I  wish  to  learn.  Th»oii;h 
ol  1.  my  iiiirpl  »i-ivrs  t.»  kii«»w  mon*.  That  I  may  know  more,  1 
wiil  :i»k  tlii^  ni«-.lii-itii.'-maii  <|Ui>stiiMis,  :md  my  lirotln^rn  eaii  i'Ih-d 
th«  ir  r.ii-.  ;i?,.|  |.-;irn  a  lilt  If,  too,  hy  what  hi*  aU'^wer*.  iVr- 
h;i|.-  wi-  -li.ill  iM-iirVf  tiial  Wf  are  not  ri>i|skiiis,  hut  |»ali*-f:ii*e;t. 
r«r}i.i|i-  wi-  -hali  l..lic\»"  that  our  tru«'  huntini;-t;rounds  ari*  h-»T 
i.«ar  thr  i^n  it  I.iki-  "f  s\\,.,  t  watt-r.  hut  under  thr  risinix  ^un. 
i'rrli.'iji-  \\»-  -liall  wi-h  !•»  iX'»  hoiin-.  aU'l  t«»  Irave  the^e  |i]i':i>:int 
I'j'i  iiiiiir*  I'-r  thi-  pale  la-  »'s  to  put  tlnir  ea!un>  on  them,  a.% 
tie-  -Mi.iil  p..\  till!  thi'\  lia\«'  al'>  i:iv«'n  to  us,  puts  its  >or«*^ 
oij  xrir  l««li<  ^.  I>r<>thir  "  tuniini;  t<>v\ard  the  Mii<<*«i<)nar\' 
— "  li-tiii.  \'>\i  s.,\  u,.  ;iri'  III!  l«iii:^rr  lihliaiis,  hut  Jew**:  i» 
this  tni.'  «»f  "■"  Tv>\  ii]<  n,  •»!■  oril\  «»f  the  trihes  wliosi'  idiieN 
art-  /"/-.  '" 

•M  »T  'Iff  ri'l  riiiji.  as  I  rij.isT  sinnTelv  hrlii-ve.  Ynu  an»  iiow 
n-d,  hut  •UM-r  ali  ot   \>Mir  {M'lple  were  fairer  tliaii  the  t'uiroi-^l  ot' 
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the  |>de-fMefl.  It  in  climate,  and  hardiihipa,  and  sntFerings  that 
ha%*e  rhan^<l  your  color." 

**  If  Hufferin^  can  do  M/i/"  returned  Peter,  with  cmphasU, 
**  I  wonder  wc  are  not  black.  When  all  our  hunting-grounds 
are  covered  with  the  fanns  of  your  people,  1  think  we  shall  be 
hiaekr 

Signs  of  powerful  disgust  were  now  visible  among  the  listen- 
em,  an  Indian  having  much  of  the  contempt  that  seems  to 
weifi:h  so  heavily  on  that  unfortunate  class,  for  all  of  the  color 
mentioned.  At  the  south,  as  is  known,  the  red  man  luis  al- 
ready made  a  slave  of  the  descendants  of  the  children  of  Africa, 
but  no  man  has  ever  yet  made  a  slave  of  a  son  of  the  American 
forests  !  That  is  a  result  which  no  human  power  has  yet  been 
able  to  accompIUh.  Early  in  the  settlement  of  the  countr}', 
attempts  were  indeed  matlf^  by  sending  a  few  individuals  to  the 
islands :  but  so  unsuccessful  did  the  experiment  turn  out  to  be, 
that  the  design  was  soon  abandoned.  Whatever  may  be  his 
degradation,  and  poverty,  and  ignorance,  and  siiviige  ferocity,  it 
Wduld  seem  to  Ih»  the  si»ttled  pur]N>se  of  the  Aineri(*an  Indians 
of  our  own  territories — unlike  the  alH»ngines  who  are  to  Ihj 
found  further  wmth — to  live  and  die  free  men. 

**  My  rhihlren,"  answereil  the  missionary,  **  1  prt*tend  not  to 
say  what  will  hapjKMi,  exce]>t,  as  it  luis  bi^en  told  to  us  in  the 
worii  of  iiiMl.  Vou  know  that  wo  palf-faces  have  a  book,  in 
which  the  Great  Spirit  Inis  told  us  his  laws,  an*!  foretold  to  us 
many  of  the  things  that  an'  to  hapjHMi.  Some  of  thi'se  things 
htiir  hap|KMieil,  nhile  sumc  riMnain  tn  happen.  The  l«>ss  of  the 
ten  triU's  was  fon'told,  an<l  /i '.«  hap(H'ned  ;  but  their  being 
f'uuifl  again,  Inis  nut  t/*'t  hap]H*neiK  unless  intli^ed  I  am  so 
bless4Ml  as  to  be  one  i>t*  thost'  wln»  have  In-en  {H^miitteil  to  meet 
them  in  these  o{K>nings.  Hen*  is  the  lKH»k — it  g<N*A  where  I  g«», 
ami  is  my  coinpaniim  and  friend,  by  day  and  by  niglit ;  in  ginnl 
and  evil ;  in  S4>as4»n  and  «»ut  of  seas4>n.  T<>  this  book  I  cling  as 
to  my  gn-at  anchor,  that  is  to  earry  me  thn>ugli  the  storms  in 
Mifety  I     EvtTv  line  in  it  is  preei«»us  ;  every  won!  tnie  I" 

l'erha(»s  half  the  chiefs  present  liad  seen  books  before,  while 
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Ihoso  will)  now  laid  eyes  on  one  for  the  first  time,  ha<l  henril  of 
thi>  art  <>f  tlic  paK^-t;n*i's,  which  fnahloil  thcni  to  ^ot  down  thoir 
trailitloiis  in  a  way  peculiar  to  tluMusoIves.  Even  the  Indians 
Lhvo  tln'ir  HM'onls,  liowcvrr,  thoujjh  n.'M>rtinjj  tt»  the  use  of  nat- 
ural >itrns,  and  a  sj)e«*i«'s  <»t'  hieri>;rly|»hi«'s,  in  lieu  o(  the  more 
artistioal  prorc^s  of  usin«;  wi»r<ls  ami  letters,  in  a  systeiiii^eJ 
written  }an«ruat;o.  The  l>il»le,  ti>o,  w:tH  a  Imok  nf  whit'h  all  had 
h«'ard.  nn>ro  «>r  less;  thnuirh  ni»t  one  of  those  present  hail  «'ver 
been  the  Mil»je«*t  «»f  its  infliu-nre.  A  Christian  Indian.  indet*«l 
—ami  a  few  i>f  tlms*-  wen.*  to  he  f»)und  even  at  that  •lay — 
would  hardly  have  attemh'd  a  Ct>um'il  ennvened  for  the  idijet-fs 
whi'h  had  »'au>ed  thi**  to  be  e»>nv«neil.  Siill,  a  stnmjr  but  ri'iru- 
latid  <'iiriosity  ('xi>teiL  to  see,  and  toueh,  and  examine  the  [i^'al 
iiirdi»'iiii'-b.n>k  of  the  pal««-fares.  There  was  a  j;<mhI  d«il  **t 
Fup'Tslitiiiii  blendeil  with  the  Inilian  manner  of  rejjsirdin;^  the 
sai-n'd  voiujiic  :  some  presiMit  having  their  doubts  alNiut  toueh- 
illicit,  even  uliilc  ni<i*>t  excited  by  admiration,  and  a  de<ire  t«> 
prtibe  its  SIM- ret <. 

Prtrr  tiM)k  the  little  vi»lume,  which  the  missinnary  extentled 
a^i  if  in\itiip^  any  one  who  nii^rht  so  |i](\i<i\  t«>  examim*  it  alx*. 
It  wa>  tli«'  tir-it  time  the  wary  chief  had  ever  sutferetl  that  m\*- 
teri'iiiN  lt«Mik  t«»  tt'Ueh  him.  Amonir  bi«i  other  spe«'u1atii»ns  «»n 
tin-  «*ul.ji-.t  «»f  the  manner  in  whieh  the  white  men  were  en- 
«T"a'liiti'^,  t*n»m  vi'ar  to  year,  «»n  the  land**  of  the  natives,  it  had 
•  •••eurnd  I"  hi-  miihl  that  thi**  «\trai»rdinary  vnjnine,  wliiidi  the 
palf  i.i'vi  all  s,,m»'{  to  reven-iii-e,  «'ven  tt>  the  dninkafiN  of  the 
iTirri-'ii-.  m\'j\\\  f-iitaiii  the  irreat  element"*  tif  their  ptiwor. 
I'lTJLip^  li«'  U.I-  In  it  \er\  iinu-h  'Hit  «»f  the  way  in  thi*  snp|HKhi. 
ti'»ri:  tli'Mj^'li  tliiy  uli'»  u-i-  tin*  v.iluim-  habitually,  arc  not  lhvm< 
M'lvt^  aw.iri-.  "lie  h.ilf  tie-  time,  wliv  il  i«i  "io. 

nil  tli«'  pr-MMit  ...•e;i*i..ii,  I'i'ter  -aw  the  threat  importani^e  of 
n«'t  iMtriviiiir  :ippr»'leii-i.»?i,  aihl  In-  turned  over  tlie  p:ip*s  a»k- 
uarllv.  :i-  ••II.-  U'Mi!  1  !.•■  apt  t<>  haii'lle  a  !"»ok  fi-r  the  first  timet 
b.i'    i"!«liy  :iim1  willi-.iit    lir-itatii-ii.      Kiieoura^reil   by  the  iiiipu- 

liilv    tli:it   ;i.-.-..Mip.iirhd  thi-  liar-lili 1,  Peter  j.h -ok  the  lea\r« 

<pi-n,  anil  heM  thi-  vtilume  ••!!  liii^h,  in  a  way  that  ti>l«l  hi*  nun 
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people  that  he  cared  not  for  ito  charms  or  power.  There  was 
more  of  seeming  than  of  truth,  however,  in  this  bravado ;  for 
never  before  had  this  extraordinary  being  made  so  heavy  a  draft 
on  his  courage  and  self-command,  as  in  the  performance  of  this 
simple  act  lie  did  not,  could  not  know  what  were  the  virtues 
of  the  book,  and  his  imagination  very  readily  suggested  the 
W4>rst.  As  the  great  medicine  volume  of  the  pale-faces,  it  was 
quite  likely  to  contain  that  which  was  hostile  to  the  red  men ; 
and  this  factf  so  probable  to  his  eyes,  ren<icrcd  it  likely  that 
s-nne  serious  evil  to  himself  might  follow  from  the  contact. 
It  did  not,  however ;  and  a  smile  of  grim  satisfaction  lighted 
his  swarthy  countenance,  as,  turning  to  the  missionar}',  he  said 
with  point — 

**  Let  my  brother  open  his  eyes.  I  have  looked  into  his 
medicine-book,  but  do  not  see  that  the  red  man  is  any  thing 
but  a  red  man.  The  Great  Spirit  made  him  ;  and  what  the 
Great  Spirit  makes,  lasts.  The  pale-faccs  have  made  their  book, 
and  it  lies.'' 

**  No,  no — Peter,  Peter,  thou  utterest  wicked  words.  But 
the  Lord  will  pardon  thee,  since  thou  knowest  not  what  thou 
fvayest.  Give  me  the  sacred  volume,  that  1  may  place  it  next 
niy  heart,  where  1  humbly  trust  so  many  of  iU*  divine  precepts 
are  alrea4ly  entrenched." 

This  was  said  in  English,  un<]i>r  tlie  impulse  of  feeling,  but 
\H'\n)f  understood  by  Peter,  the  hitter  (piietly  relinquished  the 
Bible,  preparing  to  follow  up  the  advantage  he  perceived  he  liatl 
jjpiineil,  on  the  spot 

**  My  brother  has  his  medicine-lK>ok,  again,"  said  Peter, 
••and  the  red  men  live.  This  hand  is  not  withered  like  the 
deiMl  bmnch  of  the  hemlock  ;  yet  it  has  held  his  word  (»f  the 
Grvat  Spirit!  It  may  be  that  a  retlskin  and  a  jmle-face  lKM>k 
cannot  do  each  other  harm.  I  lo<»ke4l  into  my  brothers  great 
charm,  but  did  nt>t  see  or  hear  a  tradition  that  tells  me  we  are 
Jews.  There  is  a  bee-hunter  in  these  o|K'nings.  1  have  talked 
with  him.  He  hiis  told  me  wh«>  these  Jews  are.  He  says  they 
are  people  who  do  not  go  with  tha  pale-faces,  but  live  apart 
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from  them,  like  men  with  the  small-poz.  It  is  not  right  for  my 
!»rothcr  to  come  among  the  red  men,  and  tell  them  that  their 
tUthers  wore  not  good  enough  to  live,  and  eat,  and  go  on  the 
same  paths  as  his  fathers." 

**  This  is  all  a  mistake,  Peter — a  great  and  dangerous  mis- 
take !  The  ])ec- hunter  has  heard  the  Jews  spoken  of  hy  those 
who  do  not  sufficiently  read  the  good  book.  They  have  been, 
and  are  still,  the  chosen  people  of  the  Great  Spirit,  and  will 
one  day  be  received  back  to  his  favor.  Would  that  I  were  one 
of  them,  only  enlightened  by  the  words  of  the  New  Testa- 
meiit !  No  real  Christian  ever  can,  or  does  now  despise  a  son 
ot  Israel,  whatever  has  been  done  in  times  past^  It  is  an 
honor,  and  not  a  disgrace,  to  be  what  I  have  said  my  friends 
are." 

**  If  this  be  so,  why  do  not  the  pale-faces  let  us  keep  our 
hunting-grounds  to  ourselves  ?  We  are  content  We  do  not 
wLsh  to  bo  Jews.  Our  canoes  arc  too  small  to  cross  the  great 
s>alt  lake.  They  are  hardly  large  enough  to  cross  the  great  lakes 
of  swoot  water.  We  should  be  tired  of  paddling  so  far.  My 
brother  says  there  is  a  rich  land  under  the  rising  sun,  which  the 
Manitou  gave  to  the  red  men  ?     Is  this  so  ?■ ' 

''Boyond  all  doubt.  It  was  given  to  the  children  of  Israel, 
for  a  possession  forever;  and  though  you  have  been  carried 
away  from  it  for  a  time,  there  the  land  still  is,  open  to  receive 
you,  and  waiting  the  return  of  its  ancient  masters.  In  good 
boason  that  return  must  come ;  for  we  have  the  word  of  God 
for  it,  in  our  Christian  Bible." 

**  Lot  my  brother  open  his  ears  very  wide,  and  hear  what  I 
have  t()  say.  Wi»  thank  him  for  letting  us  know  that  we  are 
Jows.  Wo  boliove  that  he  thinks  what  he  says.  Still,  wc 
think  we  are  red  men,  and  Injins,  and  not  Jews.  We  never 
saw  the  plat:e  whore  the  sun  rises.  \N'e  do  not  wish  to  sea  it. 
C)ur  hunting-gn)unJs  arc  nearer  to  the  place  where  he  sets.  If 
the  palo-faoos  hcliovo  wo  have  a  right  to  that  distant  land, 
which  is  so  rich  in  good  things,  we  will  give  it  to  them,  and 
keep  these  openings,  and  prairies,  and  woods.     We  know  the 
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gBinc  of  this  conntiy,  and  hsre  found  ont  bow  to  kill  it     ^^\\  fr<^    V 
do  not  know  the  game  onder  the  rising  snn,  which  may  kill     .^^ 
iw.     €k>  to  yoar  friends  and  say,  'The  Injins  will  give  yon  that       ^ 
Und  near  the  rising  sun,  if  you  will  let  them  alone  on  their      •»* 
hmting-gronnds,  where  they  have  so  long  been.     They  say       i  ./^ 
that  your  canoes  are  larger  than  their  canoes,  and  that  one  can         •^^ 
carry  a  whole  tribe.     They  have  seen  some  of  your  big  canoes 
on  the  great  lakes,  and  have  measured  them.     Fill  all  you  have        | 
got  with  your  squaws  and  pappooses,  put  your  property  in      \^ 
them,  and  go  back  by  the  long  path  through  which  yon  came.       \^''4^ 
Tlicn  will  the  red  man  thank  the  pale-face  and  be  his  fiiend.  .  . 

The  white  man  is  welcome  to  that  far-off  land.  Let  him  take  •  ' 
it,  and  build  his  vilbges  on  it,  and  cut  down  its  trees.  This  is  r  u 
all  the  Injins  ask.     If  the  palc-fiiccs  can  take  away  with  them      \tjrs'i 

the  small-pox  and  the  fire-water,  it  will  be  better  still     They  

bronght  both  into  this  country,  it  is  right  that  they  should  taktf 
them  away.*     Will  my  brother  tell  this  to  his  people  ?*' 

**  it  would  do  no  goa<l.  They  know  that  the  land  of  Judea 
is  reserved  by  (jltxl  for  his  chosen  people,  and  they  are  not 
Jews.  None  but  the  children  of  iHrael  can  n*8torc  that  land  to 
its  ancient  fertility.  It  would  be  useloss  fiir  any  other  to  attempt  •  *  *  *  ' 
it  Armies  have  been  there,  and  it  was  once  thought  that  a 
Christian  kingdom  was  set  up  on  the  spot ;  but  neither  the  time 
nor  the  people  had  come.  Jews  alone  can  make  Judea  what  it 
wass  and  what  it  will  be  again.  If  my  people  owned  that  land, 
they  could  not  use  it  There  are  also  too  many  of  ns  now,  to 
gr»  away  in  canoes." 

'*  Did  not  the  fathers  of  the  pale-faces  come  in  canoes  f*  de-  -    ^ 
mande<l  Peter,  a  little  sternly. 

'*  They  did  ;  but  nince  that  time  their  increase  has  been  so 
great,  that  canoes  enough  to  hold  them  could  not  be  found. 
N(» ;  the  Great  Spirit,  for  hi.H  own  wise  ends,  has  brought  my 
people  hither ;  and  here  nm^t  they  remain  to  the  end  of  time. 
It  is  not  easy  to  make  the  pigi^ons  fly  south  in  the  spring.^ 

This  declaration,  quietly  but  distinctly  made,  as  it  was  the 
habit  of  the  missionary  to  speak«  had  its  effect     It  told  Pet«r, 
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and  those  ys'iih  liiin,  as  plainly  as  language  could  tell  them. 
tliat  there  wiis  no  reason  t«>  expect  the  pale-faecH  wouM  e\er 
willinjxly  aband»m  the  oountry,  and  seemed  the  m«)rc  distinctly, 
in  all  tlu'ir  nninstru(rted  minds,  to  place  the  issue  on  the  anucd 
hand.  It  is  not  iinproba]»Ie  that  some  manifestation  of  fveliug 
would  have  escaped  the  cirele,  had  not  an  interruption  t«i  the 
proceedings  occnrrtMl,  which  put  a  »top  to  all  other  euiotiooa 
but  those  peculiar  to  the  lives  of  savages. 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 

**  Sfmnr  the  mnant  ntnod  Mom>s;  in  his  hand 
The  hmI  which  MaaIc*!  with  stmniro  [>liiini<*s  the  rctim 
Of  Mlinltn,  mnil  fhnu  its  time-worn  channels 
ITptnnitHl  the  Araltiim  tea.    Kalr  was  htn  hroad 
IIlKh  front,  and  forth  fWtin  hiii  M>ul-i>lcrcing  eye 
Dill  Icdslation  i(M>k ;  wlitch  fUll  he  flxtMl 
Upon  th«  l>lazing  panopljr  uudazzlvd.** 

HlLLHOVM. 

It  (»fton  happens  in  the  recessefl  of  the  wildemcAs,  that,  in 
the  ahst'Hcc  of  men,  the  animals  hunt  each  other.  The  wolves, 
in  pjirtifular,  followinpj  their  instincts,  are  often  seen  in  packs, 
j»n'>.-ini;  upon  the  heels  of  the  antelope,  <lccr,  and  other  crea- 
tures (»f  that  family,  whi(*h  depend  for  safety  more  on  their 
spfiMi  than  on  their  horns.  On  the  present  occasion,  a  fine 
hurk,  witli  a  pju'k  of  fifty  wolves  close  after  it,  came  bound in}( 
throuirh  the  narrow  jjorgf  that  c<»ntaintMl  the  rill,  and  entered 
the  amphitheatre  of  the  bottom-land.  Its  headlong  career  was 
first  rh«M'ke<l  by  the  sij^ht  of  the  fire ;  then  an)se  a  dark  circle 
of  m«'n,  eairh  anne<l  and  accustonifd  to  the  chase.  In  much 
less  time  than  it  has  taken  to  recortl  the  fact,  that  little  piece 
of  1)4  it  torn-land  was  crowded  with  wolves,  <Ieer,  and  men.  llie 
hi'aiUon;^  iinpotU4»sity  of  the  cha^^c  an<l  flight  ha<l  preventc<l  the 
MM'iit  from  a«'tinjj:,  and  all  were  hudtllcil  togi»ther,  fi»r  a  single 
iii<«taiit,  in  a  sort  of  inextricable  confusion.  Brief  as  was  this 
mth'*^  it  sutiiced  to  allow  of  a  young  hunter's  driving  his  am»w 
tlin>u^h  the  heart  i'f  the  buck,  and  enabled  <ithers  among  the 
liiilians  to  kill  sevcnd  of  the  wolves;  some  with  arn>ws,  others 
with  knives,  ifci*.  No  rifle  was  used,  probably  from  a  wish  not 
t<»  ;^vo  un  alann. 

The  wolves  were  quite  as  much  AAtonishod  at  this  ancxpeeted 
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FLMK-ontrc,  as  tlie  Iiidians.  Tlicy  wore  Dot  a  wt  of  hongiy  and 
t'liniiiilaMo  hrasts,  that  taiiiiiic  ini(;Ut  iir^c  to  any  pa^  of  do9- 
(KTatinii;  hut  a  pack  huiitin<^,  ltk<>  goiit!ciiu*n,  iW  their  own 
ainU'ii'iiu'Fit.  Their  headloiij;  sjh'0<1  was  fhwkcil  less  by  the 
»:row«l  uf  iiu»n,  than  by  the  si^ht  of  fire.  In  their  iiiipotui>^ity, 
it  is  ]>ri»l>ahle  tliat  they  wouUl  liave  ijoiie  clean  thnmifh  fivfS 
hun«lre<l  niiMi,  but  no  wiM  beast  will  willingly  eneuuntcr  fire- 
Threr  nr  tour  (►!*  th«'  rhicts,  aware  <»f  this  «lrea<i,  seized  bnn«ls 
and  throw iiii:  thmiM'lves,  without  care,  int«»  the  midst  of  lh«? 
]>at;k,  tht>  animals  went  howling  ofi',  scattering  in  all  diriM*tiiMi«. 
rnt'ortunately  Ibr  its  own  weifan*,  one  went  directly  thr<iU:;h 
th<>  rinrle,  |tluni^etl  into  the  thicket  beyon«K  ami  made  its  way 
«|uit»'  up  to  the  fallen  tree,  «>n  which  the  beediunter,  and  the 
«iirp.)ml  ha«l  taken  their  stations.  This  was  alti^^tber  t«»«* 
mii'h  t'*»r  the  iraiuinjr,  or  for  the  philoS4»phy  of  Hive.  Pm-eiv- 
ii)'^  a  m-o^ni/ed  enemy  rnshim;  tt>ward  him,  that  uoble  mastitT 
m«'t  him  in  a  small  <*Ieared  spi»t,  open-mouthed,  anii  for  a  few 
m«)mrr;l^  a  lirrci*  coiuhat  \\as  the  conMMpience.  I)«»j?*  and 
wnlviH  do  not  tiirht  in  sileniv,  and  hmd  were  the  jrn»wls  and 
yells  ,in  thi>  ixr.oion.  In  vain  diil  le  liourdon  endeavor  to 
drai:  his  mastitl' t>t}':  the  animal  ^*Jls  on  the  hi;xli~r<*A<'  to  viet*»ry, 
\\\i*'\\  il  is  rvrr  har«l  ti»  arrest  tJM'  Mops  of  the  eombat«int. 
Alin«»-l  as  a  matt^-r  of  ii»urse,  >ome  of  the  cliiefs  rushe«l  t4»»anl 
ill.-  sji.,t,  whi-ii  the  pn-si'iH-e  <»f  the  twt>  spoi'tator*  fir^l  In't'anie 
kih»vwi  ii»  \h*'U\.  At  the  next  moment  the  wolf  lay  dead  at  the 
II-.  t  i.t  lli\r  ;  aihl  the  jurties  <t«>od  i;;Lf.in|^  at  each  other,  o«pially 
l.ikiii   l»\  ?»urpri«>i-.  au'l  equally  at  a  li»s  to  kn»»w  what  lt>  do 

th'M. 

it  was    p.rh.ips    i-nunair  for   the  bei-hunter,  that  neither 
< 'i..\vst,  rithi  r.  !i.»r  any  «»!hiT  of  the  ri»ttawattaniies,  wa*  present 

ai  this  tii-st   n-i nin-.  it  he  miirht   ha\e  falh-n  tm  the  s|Mtt«  a 

xi'-tim  \'t  ihi'ir  ilisapp<iiiitid  hopes  i)t'  drinkini;  at  a  whiskey- 
spiiii:^'.  '1  h«  i-liii-tV  piisiiit  wiTi-  Mran&ri'rs  ti>  le  l^urdon,  and 
th<\  Maii-'l  at  him.  in  awa\  !•»  s\i**\\  that  his  pi-rson  was  equally 
uiikiiMwii  t't  iii«ni.  r»u!  it  was  n«'re>siry.  now,  to  fi»iIow  the 
lii'it.iii-  lia«k  to  tli«ir  linlr,  whi-n*  the  whole  |MUty  aoon  omI- 
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lected  again,  tlio  wolves  having  gone  off  on  their  sevoral  routes, 
t<»  put  up  80IDC  other  animal,  and  run  him  to  death. 

During  the  whole  of  that  excited  and  tumultuous  8oene, 
whu'h  would  probahly  now  be  tenned  a  ** j»/«w/W/',"  in  the 
M«;xirau-Amerioo-EngIiHh  of  the  day,  Peter  had  not  stirred. 
Familiar  with  such  occurrences,  he  felt  the  importance  of  mani- 
fe!»ting  ttn  unmoved  ailm,  as  a  quality  most  likely  to  impress 
the  minds  of  his  companions  with  a  profound  s(.>ns»e  of  his 
dignity  and  self-command.  While  all  around  him  was  in  a 
tumult,  he  stood  in  liis  tracks,  motionless  as  a  statue.  Even 
the  fi>rtitude  of  the  worthy  missionary  was  shaken  by  the  wild 
tempest  that  momentarily  prevailed ;  and  the  good  man  forgot 
the  Jews  in  las  alann  at  wolves,  toigot  the  mighty  past,  in  his 
apprehensions  for  the  uncomfortable  and  ill-boding  present  time. 
All  this,  however,  was  soon  over,  and  order,  and  (]uiet,  and  a 
«ligniHed  calm  once  more  reigned  in  the  cinile.  Fagots  were 
thn»wn  on  the  tire ;  and  the  two  captives,  or  sjM?ctators,  stood 
JL"*  ni*ar  it,  the  observed  of  all  observers,  jts  the  heat  rendered 
ci»infortable.  It  was  just  then  that  Crowsfeat her  ami  his  com- 
jKininiis  tirst  n*co«rniz«.'d  the  magician  «»f  the  whiskey-spring. 

IVter  saw  the  dis<U)very  of  the  two  spectjitors  with  some 
uneit^iiiess.  The  tiiue  had  not  come  when  he  intende<l  to  strike 
his  blow  ;  and  he  had  seen  signs  among  thosi*  Pottawattamies, 
^hen  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  which  hiid  toM  him  how  little 
tln*y  wen*  disposed  to  look  with  fav4>r  «>n  one  wh«»  ha<l  so  griev- 
ously trifled  with  their  hopes.  His  first  care,  theref«>re,  was  to 
int«TjH>si.'  his  authority  and  influence  bftwet-n  le  Bounlon  and 
any  prnjtTt  «>f  revenge,  which  Cro\%>tVathcr's  young  men  might 
be  apt  to  devise,  as  soon  as  they,  too,  laid  e\es  on  the  offender. 
Thi>  was  tlonc  in  a  chanicteristif  and  wily  manner. 

*'  I>ofh  my  bmther  love  honey  V  asked  the  tribeless  chief  of 
the  leailer  of  the  l^lttawattamies  preM*nt,  who  sat  near  him, 
giizing  on  le  Bourdon  much  :is  the  cat  looks  upon  the  mouse,  ere 
it  ntakes  it  its  pn-y.  ••Soiin*  liijins  are  fond  of  that  sweet  f«Kid : 
if  my  brother  is  one  i>f  that  sort,  I  can  tell  him  how  to  till  his 
wigwam  with  honev  with  little  trouble.** 
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At  tliis  snirfT'^^tinn,  c'c»iiiinif  frnm  siirh  a  s.uir'o,  rr«iw*!*i'.'iT}:»  ? 
cniiM  ii-»t  "lo  li'-i-i  than  <>x|irt'>s  lii>  thanks,  an«l  liis  n-a-iiii*-**  !  ■ 
h»*ar  what  turthiT  inii;ht  In'  in  n-^^i-nu  lor  liiin.  iV-trr  thi  !. 
anuilnl  t«i  !«•  J»iii]riliin*s  art,  ili.-<«Til'iiii:  him  as  lioiiii*  thf  in.'^t 
skilful  lnM-Jiuntrr  nf  tin*  \V«"*t.  Si»  irrrat  wa-*  hi*  art  in  th.iT 
wav.  that  n«»  hhlian  ha«ic\i'r  \*'X  vrn  hi^  «-i|nai.  It  wa*  I*ft»T** 
intrnti'in  t^  niaki-  him  »'\rri'iM*  hi-*  <Talt  «»i"«m,  t''»r  tin*  h»'ri»'t!t 
nt'  the  rhirN  ami  waniiMs  prr-^rnt,  \\li«»  iniirht  thm  n'tiirn  ti' 
tln-ir  villaLr«'^.  ••am  inir  with  tln-m  Mmfi-*  nf  h«»nfy  t'»  vrhi'l'l- !» 
thr  hrart^  i-t"  tJulr  '^'pKiW"  aii'l  |»a|«|MM)»a"<.  Thi*'  artiii-'i-  -i.*. 
riM-.h-il ;   t«'r  tin-  linliaii^  an-  n«»t  rxju-rt  in   takin-^  ihi-  arti-  !••  «•!" 

i'«>'.,l,  \vhi«h   -*•»  iinii-h  al»«»iiihiN  in  ilif  t*«ir«-t<.  h-ith   "i.   a ;».• 

<'t"  tlu'  «lit!iiMilt\  th«-\  timi  in  trllinir  th<'  tn-r*.  an«i  '^n  a'-.-i-isriT  .-f 
tli--  *•  ahLTl'-ini:"  part  nt'  tin'  jiphws^.  whirji  mM<')i  r\-'»'.'.N  rh*  ir 
'•kii!  in  niatln-mati'-^.  Hm  th'-  Mtlirr  lian-i.  tin- la-l  i-*  yK  rh- 
*'»rt  "t"  -kill  a  i'MMim-»n  wliili-  Am»'ri«-a?i  w-nil-l  ))»•  lik'i\  :  ■ 
m.a'iiii-^t,  hi-  ri-a-liiir--  an<l  ini^i-niiity  in  all  -ii'-h  |tr«'i-c— ••>  ;»!tii->-: 
anii'Miitiii;^  I"  an  in-iiiii'I. 

Il.i\ini:  tli:i>  thrown  hi«-  maiith-  ar^nnil  h»  liounh-n  f'-r  t||. 
m-'nuiit,  I',  tt-r  tlnn  •!«  t-nn-il   it  th«'  ln-ttt-r  ••••ur-f.  !■»  tiiii-h  !!.♦■ 


]ii^* 


ai   iii\i--ti.ratiiin  in  whii-h  th«'  i"'»ii!ii'il    ha>l    l-n-n  -li 


jjii*  !i  -!•  li.  wImmi  tin'  -trail'/'"  int«'iTii]»tii»ii  h\  tin-  wii|v«'*  •'••.-iirn  I. 
W  iOi    t!i!-    \i«\*.   tliir.  t".  .n-.    In-   r-'M-  hitnsrlr',   an>l   rr-'ail'-i   ?l: 
iriir,.!-    ■'!"   :i\\    !''■ -•■!.!   t'»    thi-    iiiTi  li'-liiiir  -ii?ii»-'t.    }>\    :i  -h   "^ 
-jH  ■  ■  !i.    'Ill':-  h'-  -111.  «  M..-«iall_\  t'»  [-n-i.-nt  any  [»rf  mature  a*!  i  % 
I'll  liii-  |..r>..ii  ..:  !.-  r...ir.l..n. 

*•  |li.'-!i«  i'.'"  -a'.-i  th:-  ni\ -tiTi<'ii-  ••hiri'.  "it  i*  •_' It'-r  l:iy.r  * 

t  '  !i  .!!:.  \\  h- li  l:i'\  If.irii  a  thiii.:,  th«-_\  kin-w  it:  lh«'ii  \]\' \ 
ii-.i'.  ii  ii'.  .i-.-!'i'  r.  I:  I-  in  tlii-  way  that  th*-  j-aij  -ta*-!  *  -]•»:  .* 
!'i  i!..  «  !•,.  Ill  v\  -.-.  :ii,  i  |.-.r^  ir  in  thiir  jm-w.  r  l-»  tak«'  away  ."ir 
Ii  .'■•ii  _'  ^!-Mi  i*.    A  ni.iii  thtt  kn-'W- n.-thin:.'  i-i-ijU   a>-|iiMth^t 


I 


:!■■«  'I      :]• 
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1I--  n..i\   In-  hi'/      ma)   lak'-  h-n-/  -t- p^ 


.in\    I'Mr-li'ii*  — ma\    !'»\i'   \«'i 
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■I"  1  ■  .!*  I  •  ■  '"  I:  .M  ]-  [  !..i!  hi-  -i/«-  i-  «'ii!\  in  tin-  way  :  hi-  -ti  p- 
1  .i...vi,..:  ki...w  \\!,.ii  ;..  iliii-t  ;  hi-  l'nr'h-!i».  In-  .I,..--,  n.-i 
i.'.    \\  h.'W   :-.  .  h-..  ■-.   ;  an  I  h.-  Iia-  Id  hi';:  f'H m1  nf  llic  >4ii:iW!«.  in- 
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•taad  of  carrTing  it  himself  to  their  wigwftiiiA.  He  has  not 
learned  how  to  take  game.  We  must  all  learn.  It  is  right 
When  we  ha^e  learned  how  to  take  game,  and  how  to  strike 
the  enemy,  and  how  to  keep  the  wigwam  filled,  then  we  may 
learn  traditions.  IVaditions  tell  ns  of  our  Cithers.  We  ha^e 
many  traditions.  Some  are  talked  ci^  even  to  the  squawa.  Some 
are  told  around  the  fires  of  the  tribes  Soiai^  are  known  only 
to  the  aged  chiefs.  This  is  right,  too.  Injint  ought  not  to  say 
too  much,  nor  too  little.  They  should  say  what  is  wise— what 
is  best.  But  my  brother,  the  medicine-man  of  the  pale-faces, 
says  that  our  traditions  have  not  told  us  e^ery  thing.  Some- 
thing has  been  kept  back.  If  so,  it  is  best  to  learn  that  too. 
If  we  are  Jews,  and  not  Injins,  we  pught  to  know  it  If  we  are 
Injins,  and  not  Jews,  our  brother  ought  to  know  it,  and  not  call 
us  by  a  wrong  name.     Let  him  speak.     We  listen." 

Here  Peter  slowly  resumed  his  seat     Ab  the  missionary  un-  v^  * 
derstood  all  that  had  been  said,  he  next  arose,  and  proceeded  to 
make  good,  as  far  as  he  was  ablo,  and  in  such  language  as  his 
knowledge  of  Indian  habits  suggested,  his  theory  of  the  lost  tribes. 

'*  I  wifth  my  children  to  understand,**  resumed  the  missionary, 
*'  that  it  is  an  honor  to  be  a  Jew.  I  have  not  come  here  to 
lestten  the  red  men  in  their  own  eyes,  but  to  do  them  honor ;  I  see 
that  Bear*s  Meat  wishes  to  say  something;  my  ears  are  open, 
and  my  tongue  is  still/* 

*'  I  thank  my  brother  for  the  opportunity  to  say  what  is  on 
my  mind,"  retumdl  the  chief  mentioned.  **  It  is  true  I  have 
something  to  say  ;  it  m  this:  I  wish  to  ask  the  medicine-man 
if  the  pale-faccft  honor  and  show  respect  to  the  Jews  !** 

Thift  wan  rather  an  awkward  question  for  the  missionary,  but 
he  was  much  too  honest  to  dissemble.  With  a  rcrerenco  for 
truth  that  prooeede^l  from  hift  reverence  for  the  Father  of  all  thai 
ia  true,  he  replied  honestly,  though  not  altogether  without  be- 
traying how  much  he  r(^^tte<l  the  necessity  of  answering  at 
all.  Both  remained  standing  while  the  dialogue  proceeded; 
or,  in  parliamentary'  language,  each  may  be  said  to  have  had  tho 
floor  at  the  same  time. 
13 
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''My  brother  wisLl'h  to  kuow  if  the  pule-faces  honor  the 
Jews,**  returned  the  inissiouary.  *'  I  wish  I  could  anftwer 
*yes;'  hut  the  truth  forces  ine  to  say  *  no.'  The  |>a]e-facea 
liavc  traditions  that  make  against  tlie  Jews,  and  the  judgmenlt 
of  God  weigh  heavy  on  the  ehildren  of  I^trael.  But  all  good 
Christians,  now,  look  with  friendly  eyes  on  this  dispersed  and 
persecuted  people,  and  wish  them  well.  It  will  give  the  white 
men  very  great  plea>ure  to  leani  that  I  have  found  the  loKt 
tribes  of  Israel  in  the  n*d  men  of  America."' 

**  Will  my  brother  toll  us  tr/<y  this  will  give  his  people  plea^ 
ure  .'  Is  it  because  they  will  be  gbd  to  find  old  eneiniesy  p«)or, 
living  on  narrow  hunting-grounds,  off  whieh  the  villages  and 
farms  of  the  pale-faces  l>eg&n  to  push  ihem  still  nearer  to  the 
setting  sun ;  and  toward  whom  the  small-pox  has  found  a  path 
to  go,  but  none  t<>  oome  from .'" 

**  Nay,  nay,  liear's  Meat,  think  not  so  uukiudly  of  us  of  the 
while  ra<:e  !  In  cros>ing  the  great  siilt  lake,  and  in  coining  to 
this  tjuarter  of  the  world,  our  fathers  were  letl  by  the  tinger  of 
God.  NVc  do  but  obey  the  will  of  the  (treat  Spirit,  in  pTvssing 
forward  int(»  this  wilderness,  directed  by  his  wiadom  bow  to 
spread  the  kiio\\li«lge  of  his  name  among  those  who,  as  Tct« 
ha\e  iievtT  hrapl  it  ;  or,  having  heard,  have  not  regarded  iL 
In  all  this,  tho  wiso>t  men  are  but  babes  ;  not  I>eiug  able  to  mj 
u hither  thry  an*  Ui  g«»,  or  wh:it  is  In  be  done." 

•'Thi-i  is  straiiire,"  returned  the  unmoved  Indian.  •*  It  is 
nut  Ml  with  the  n-d  men.  Our  Mpiaw^  and  pappooses  do  know 
the  huiitiiiiT'^rounil  of  oik*  trilx'  from  the  hunting-gTt>und  of 
anothiT.  Wlun  th*y  put  their  feet  on  stnmgc  huiiting-groundsi 
it  i^i  becau>e  liny  iuttmlut  to  go  there,  and  to  steal  game. 
This  is  >niiH>tiiii<-s  rii;ht.  If  it  is  rii^ht  to  take  the  scalp  of  aa 
fheniy.  it  \>  ri<rlit  to  g<.'t  his  deer  and  his  biitfalo,  too.  But  we 
n<-\er  •!<>  ihis  without  knowing  it.  If  we  did,  we  should  be 
untit  t*>  ^«i  at  iarifr,  unfit  to  sit  in  council.  This  is  the  fint 
linn-  I  have  Inanl  that  the  paU*-faces  an.*  so  weak,  and  thej 
liavt'  «ut'h  fi'fble  minds,  too,  that  thev  do  not  know  where  ther 
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"Mj  brother  does  not  understand  me.  No  man  con  see 
into  tlie  future — no  man  can  say  what  will  happen  to-morrow. 
The  Great  Spirit  only  can  tell  It  is  for  him,  then,  to  gmde  his 
children  in  their  wanderings.  When  our  fathers  first  came  out 
of  their  canoes  upon  the  land,  on  this  side  of  the  great  salt 
lake,  not  one  among  them  knew  any  thing  of  this  country  be- 
tween the  great  lakes  of  sweet  water.  They  did  not  know  that 
red  men  lived  here.  The  Great  Spirit  did  know,  and  intended 
then,  that  I  should  this  night  stand  up  in  this  council,  and 
speak  of  his  power  and  of  his  name,  and  do  him  reverence.  It 
was  the  Great  Spirit  that  put  it  into  my  mind  to  come  among 
the  Indians ;  and  it  is  the  Great  Spirit  who  has  led  me,  step  by 
step,  as  warriors  move  toward  the  graves  of  their  Others,  to 
make  the  discovery,  that  the  Indians  are,  in  truth,  the  children 
of  Israel,  a  part  of  his  own  chosen  and  once  much-&vored 
people.  Let  mc  ask  my  friends  one  or  two  questions.  Do  not 
your  traditions  say  that  your  fathers  once  came  from  a  far-off 
lan<l  r 

Bear's  Meat  now  took  his  seat,  not  choosing  to  answer  a 
question  of  this  nature,  in  the  presence  of  a  chief  so  much  re- 
spected as  Peter.  He  preferred  to  let  the  last  take  up  the 
dialogue  where  he  now  saw  fit  to  abandon  it.  As  the  other 
very  well  undemtood  the  reason  of  this  sud<len  movement,  he 
quietly  assumed  the  office  of  spokesman ;  the  whole  affair  pro- 
ceeding much  as  if  there  had  been  no  change. 

'*  Our  traditions  do  tell  us  that  our  fathers  came  from  a  far- 
off  land,*'  answered  Peter,  witliout  rising. 

'*  I  thought  so  ! — I  thought  so  !*'  exclaimed  the  simple-mind- 
ed and  confiding  missionary.  *'  How  wonderful  are  the  ways 
of  God  I  Yes,  my  brother,  Judca  is  a  far-off  land,  and  your 
traditions  say  that  your  fathers  came  from  such  a  distance ! 
This,  then,  is  something  proved.  Do  not  your  traditions  say, 
that  once  your  tribes  were  more  in  favor  with  the  Great  Spirit 
than  they  are  now  T' 

**  Our  traditions  do  say  this :  onee  our  tribes  did  not  see 
the  hcc  of  the  Manitoa  looking  dark  upon  them,  as  it  now  does 
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Thsit  was  botorc  tlie  pale-faces  came  in  their  bijr  canoes,  a^roM 
the  irreat  siilt  lake,  to  drive  tlie  Indians  from  their  hnntiniBr- 
grounds.  It  was  when  the  sniall-pox  had  not  found  the  path  to 
their  villa;res.  When  fire-water  was  unknown  to  them,  and  bo 
luiiian  had  ever  burned  his  throat  with  it/* 

*'  (.>h,  hut  I  speak  a  time  much  more  distant  than  thai 
Of  a  time  when  vuur  projdiets  MikmI  faec  to  face  with  (*od,  and 
talked  with  the  Creator.  Since  that  day  a  jrreat  chan^  hai» 
ei»me  <iver  your  peoplo.  Then  your  color  was  li^ht,  like  that 
of  the  fairest  and  hands»»niest  of  the  Circassian  ra«'r  ;  now,  it 
has  lifcmno  red.  When  even  the  color  is  ehancfcd,  it  U  not 
wondtTtul  that  men  should  no  longer  be  the  same  in  other  par- 
li'iilars.  Yes;  onre  all  the  nices  <if  men  were  of  the  ^an1e  color 
and  oriirin." 

"This  is  imt  what  our  tratlitions  siy.  We  have  heard  fr»>m 
our  father^  that  the  (Jreat  Spirit  made  men  of  ditferenl  rolors; 
soMu*  he  made  liijht.  like  the  pale-face^;  some  nvl,  like  the 
hijiiis:  mumi'  blai'k.  liko  the  paU'-faees*  >laves.  To  some  he 
ir.ivi-  iii'^li  no^'s  ;  to  some  low  noses ;  to  some  tlat  no>o<t.  To 
tlir  pah*  fa'M's  h,.  ._ravo  t-yes  nf  many  cidors.  This  is  the  n^a^iin 
why  th«'y  mm*  so  many  thinir*,  and  in  so  many  different  ways. 
T"  till'  H'tl  nu'U  hi*  iravr  ryes  of  the  same  color,  and  they 
al\v;i\*i  >«■«'  ihinLTs  .,f  the  same  c»»ltir.  To  a  ml  man  then*  is  no 
rhan-^f.  Our  t'atlnT'*  have  alwax-*  Iwen  rt»d.  Thi:*  wo  know. 
If  thrni  Ji'w-.  'tf  whom  my  broduT  speaks,  wen*  evor  while, 
lh«  V  liavr  III  it  br.n  tiur  falhi-rs.  We  ti*ll  this  to  the  iii<Miii-iiK' 
niiui.  that  hi-  may  know  it.  too.  We  tK>  ni>t  wish  X**  lead  him 
•  •II  a  •ri»ok»''l  j»atli.  *tr  t«»  -p<*ak  t«»  him  with  a  forke<l  ton^r. 
Wh.ii  Wf  li:i\r  ^aitl.  i**  ••o.  Now,  the  roail  is  «ipfn  to  the  wii;. 
wMiii  "t*  till'  pall -I'l.'r'i.  and  \u»  wi-^h  thrni  N'lfe  t»n  their  journey 
li«Miic.  \Vr  Iiijiii'^  havf  a  rounril  to  hoM  around  this  tire,  and 
will  May  l.inu''T.'* 

At  ihi'«  [ilain  intiiiiation  that  their  pH'sencc  was  no  loniptr 
d«-ira!-I«'.  it  iM-.-aiin*  m-rrHsiry  ft»r  ihfUi  to  depart.  The  mt»- 
si«'iiar\.  tillrd  with  z»'al.  wa«.  n-lurtant  to  jjo ,  for,  in  hi»  eyes 
till*  prcM-nt  <*niiimiinii'a*it>Ub  with  the  siva^es  proniisi'd  him  mit 


1 


TRB     OAK     0PXNIN08.  298 

only  the  eooTenioii  of  pagans,  bat  the  restoration  of  the  Jewt  I 
Nererthelefls,  he  was  compelled  to  comply ;  and  when  le  Bour- 
don and  the  corporal  took  their  departore,  he  tamed,  and  pro- 
nounced in  a  solemn  tone  the  Christian  benediction  on  the  as- 
^mblj.  The  meaning  of  this  last  impressive  office  was  under- 
stood by  most  of  the  chiefs,  and  they  rose  as  one  man,  in 
acknowledgment 

The  three  white  men,  on  retiring  from  the  circle,  held  their 
way  toward  Castle  Meal.  Hive  followed  his  master,  having 
come  ont  of  the  combat  but  little  injured.  As  they  got  to  a 
point  where  a  last  look  could  be  had  of  the  bottom-land  of  the 
council,  each  turned  to  see  what  was  now  in  the  course  of  pro* 
ceeding.  The  fire  glimmered  just  enough  to  show  the  circle  of 
dark  faces,  but  not  an  Indian  spoke  or  moved.  There  they  all 
sat,  patiently  waiting  for  the  moment  when  the  ^  strangers*^  might 
**  withdraw"  to  a  sufficient  distance,  to  permit  them  to  proceed 
with  their  own  private  affairs  without  fear  of  interruption. 

*'  This  has  been  to  me  a  most  trying  scene,"  observed  the 
missionary,  as  the  three  pursued  their  way  toward  the  '*  garri- 
son.*^ ^'  How  hard  it  is  to  convince  men  against  their  wishes  ! 
Now,  I  am  as  certain  as  a  man  can  be,  that  every  one  of  these 
Injins  is  in  fact  a  Jew ;  and  yet,  you  have  seen  how  small  has 
been  my  success  in  persuading  them  to  be  of  the  right  way  of 
thinking,  on  this  subject"  •."*''" 

**  1  liave  always  noticed  tliat  men  stick  even  to  their  defects,  ') 

when  they're  natural,'*  returned  the  bee-hunter.     "  Even  a  nig-       ^rt< 
frer  will  stand  up  for  hiA  color,  and  why  shouldn't  an  Injin.         -^^f  r 
You  began  wrong,  parson.     Had  you  just  told  these  chiefs  that  ^ 

they  were  Jews,  they  might  have  stood  Ma/,  poor  creatures, 
for  they  hardly  know  how  mankind  looks  upon  a  Jew ;  but 
you  went  to  work  to  skin  them,  in  a  lump,  making  so  many 
poor,  wishy-washy  pale-faces  of  all  the  redskins,  in  a  body. 
You  and  I  may  fancy  a  white  face  better  than  one  of  any  other 
color ;  but  nature  colors  the  eye  when  it  colore  the  body,  and 
there's  not  a  nigger  in  America  who  doesn't  think  black  the 
pink  of  beauty.*' 
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**  P(»rliaps  it  was  proceeding  too  fast  to  wiy  miy  thinp  about 
the  c1ian<ro  of  color,  Bourdon.  Hut  what  can  a  Chrirtian  miiH 
i«iter  do,  unless  ho  toll  the  truth  ?  Adam  could  have  licen  hnt 
of  one  color:  and  all  the  races  on  earth,  one  excepted,  mn^ 
have  changed  from  that  one  color." 

**  Ay,  an«l  my  lift;  on  it,  that  all  the  races  on  'artb  belierc 
that  one  color  to  have  been  just  that  which  hw  fallen  to  the 
luck  of  each  particular  shade.  Ilanc:  me  if  I  should  like  to  be 
persuaded  out  of  my  color,  any  more  than  these  Injins.  Id 
America,  color  j^ocs  for  a  ^eat  deal ;  and  it  may  count  for  m 
much  with  an  Injin  as  among  us  whites.  No,  no,  parM>n;  yon 
should  have  I>o<run  with  persuading  these  aavages  into  the  notion 
that  thoy'rc  Jews;  if  you  could  get  along  with  that^  the  re*t 
niiijlit  he  all  the  easier." 

**  You  spt'ak  of  the  Jews,  not  as  if  you  considered  them  a 
chosen  people  of  the  Lonl,  hut  as  a  despiseii  and  hateful  rare. 
Thi^  is  not  riLrht,  Honrdon.  I  know  that  Christians  aiv  thus 
apt  t«»  rc'irard  tlu'in ;  hut  it  does  not  tell  well  for  their  cliArity 
or  tlu'ir  knowlnlgo.'' 

*•  1  know  vi»ry  little  alM»ut  them.  Parson  .\men;  not  being 
ccrtjiiii  of  over  having  seen  a  Jew  in  my  life.  Still,  I  will  own 
that  I  havo  a  sort  of  LTnidge  against  them,  thougli  I  can  hardly 
t»ll  you  why.  Of  ono  thing  1  fool  certain — no  man  breathing 
sh«»ulr|  vwr  j»orsualr  me  into  the  notion  that  Fm  a  Jew,  K>rt 
or  f'luiid  :  t<-n  triho-i  »tr  twenty.  What  say  you,  corporal,  to 
tlii«*  iih'.i  r 

**  Jii'»t  as  you  say.  liounlun.  Jews,  Turks,  and  intidek,  I  de- 
spi«i<' :   ••o  wa-*  I  hnMiirlit  up,  and  so  I  shall  remain." 

**<'an  either  ♦•f  y^u  tell  me  »/7i//  y*)U  l«»ok  in  this  unoharit- 
Jihle  liirht.  »»n  >o  many  i»f  your  fellow  eroatun'««  ?  It  cannot  be 
<  "liri-iiaiiitv,  for  sneh  an*  not  its  teai*hings  or  fooling*.  Xor  i* 
eithi-r  of  you  very  roniarkahle  tor  his  tdisi'rvanoe  of  the  law»  of 
<riM|,  iiN  thoy  have  heen  revealed  to  (.'hristian  |K!Ople.  Mf 
hrart  yeariiH  touard  tlifse  Injins  who  art*  infidels,  instead  of 
ontorlainin^  any  of  the  feelings  thai  the  corftonU  has  junt  cx« 

pre!«<M*il. 
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'*I  with  there  were  fl»wer  of  them,  end  thet  them  few  were 
fiirUier  from  CasUe  Meet,**  pat  in  le  Bourdon,  with  point  "*  I 
hiiTe  known  ell  along  thai  Peter  meant  to  hare  a  great  eonneil ; 
bat  will  own,  now  that  I  have  seen  tomething  of  it,  I  do  not 
find  it  quite  as  much  to  my  mind  as  I  had  expected  it  woald 
he." 

'*  There*s  a  strong  force  on  'cm,*'  said  the  corporal,  **and  a 
hard  set  be  they  to  look  at  When  a  man's  a  yonng  soldier, 
all  this  paint,  and  shaving  of  heads,  and  rings  in  noses  and 
ears  makes  some  impression ;  but  a  campaign  or  two  ag*in 
the  fellows  soon  briags  all  down  to  one  color  and  one  uniform, 
if  their  naked  hides  can  be  so  called.  I  told  'em  oft^  Bourdon, 
and  reconnoitred  'cm  pretty  well,  while  they  was  a  making 
speeches ;  and,  in  my  judgment,  we  can  hold  good  the  garrison 
ag*in  'em  all,  if  so  be  we  do  not  run  short  of  walM;  Provisions 
and  water  is  what  a  body  may  call  fundamentals,  in  a  si^;e." 

'*  I  hope  we  shall  have  no  need  of  force — nay,  I  fSeel  persuaded 
there  will  not  be,"  said  Parson  Amen.  **  Peter  in  our  friend ; 
and  his  command  over  these  savages  is  wonderful !  Never  be- 
fore have  I  seen  red  men  so  completely  under  the  control  of  a 
chief.  Your  men  at  Fort  Dearborn,  corporal,  were  scarcely"', 
more  under  the  orders  of  their  officers,  than  these  redskins  are  -^ 
ander  the  orders  of  this  chief  !*' 

''I  will  not  go  to  compare  rig'lars  with  Injins,  Mr.  Parson," 
answered  the  corporal,  a  little  stiffly.  ''  They  be  not  of  the 
same  natur*  at  all,  and  ought  not  to  be  put  on  a  footing,  in  any 
particular.  Tliese  savages  may  obey  their  orders,  after  a  teh- 
ion  of  their  own ;  but  I  should  like  to  see  them  man<Bavf6 
ander  fire.  I've  fit  Injins  fourteen  times,  in  my  day,  and  have 
never  seen  a  decent  line,  or  a  good,  honest,  manly,  stand-op 
chaige,  made  by  the  best  among  'em,  in  any  field,  hr  or  near. 
Trees  and  covers  is  necessary  to  their  constitutions,  just  as 
aartain  as  a  deer  chased  will  take  to  water  to  throw  off  the 
scent  Put  *em  up  with  the  baggonet  M>d  they'll  not  stand  a 
minate." 

**  How    should    they,   oorporal,"  interrapled   le  Bonrdoo, 
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liiiiijliiiiir,  *'  wlii'ii  tlM'v'vi'  nn  IjiiLTLr'UK-t'*  «»t*  tlii'ir  own  to  iiiaki-  .. 
Mainl  with.'  Vmii  |nil  imu-  in  miii<l  nf  wli;it  my  tatlii-r  u«»»-I  !  • 
say.  llr  \va>  ax'Mur  in  rrvnlutinn  tiiin-s.  antl  sinr^l  IjI*  ^-vt  ■: 
yrar>  with  \Va>hiii:rt«»ii.  Tho  Kn;.rli>h  ii>otl  l«»  ]»«»a>l  that  tin? 
Anu-rii-aii-i  woulrhTt  *  •^taihl  U]>  t<»  th«'  rark.'  it'lhr  lia-iTLT'-iHt  «a* 
srt  to  wiirk  ;  'hut  thi^  wa^  l.cton-  wi-  ^.it  our  own  tiM.ihpjrk-,' 
sai«l  iht'  «»M  Fiiaij.  *  A-'  >tMiii  ;i^  thry  LTavi-  u<  ItaiTiT-'ii'-T'i.  T.'-i. 
th'Tt'  \\a«i  ni»  want  nt'  •'taniliiiLr  "|»  t«»  the  work.'  it  >»'tiiis  t.. 
nn',  «Mir|)Mi';iI,  yi.ii  ..\rrl.M»k  thr  ta«t  that  Injii:^  rarry  ii"  l»a:r- 
LT'-Jh't-*." 

•'  Kvi'iy  army  um*^  its  nwn  wi-apun-..  It'  an  Injin  jin  t'-r-  iiU 
knifi-  and  hi-*  t-«maha\\k  to  a  iKiLTiTonft.  it  i-  u**  'itVair  "t'  nii:.--. 
I  ^pi'ak  ot"  fl  rhariri-  as  I  •»ri-  it  ;  an-l  th*.-  >»»Mitr  \\h*»  ri'lir-.  •  -i  a 
1"iuahav\k  iii-.tt;iil  ot'  a  Itair-^'-in-t,  >honI<l  -^tainl  in  lii>  in-  k*. 
ami  iriv.-  t'-mahawk  J'lay.  No.  no,  r>.>nriii>n.  -^i-rinir  i>  '■■!'.■%- 
iii^'.  'l"h«Ni'  rt-.Nkii.-  ran  «l"  nothinix  ^^'th  our  |m'.»j»1i'.  \\  !i- m 
iiiir  |M-..|.I.-  iv  pn-jM-ri}  r«-.rim»'j>ttN:,  wt-ll  otHi-rp'-l.  au'l  !h«T«':!-^::- 
I\  •liiili'l.  'I'hi'v'n-  •'kr.iry  to  u,w  iH-^/iwuvr — '/"'■'  I  Tti<:-! 
a- kii'W  !i-.I-_r«'  -  I'Ui  l"_\'»n'l  that  1  <r{  tht-m  ihiwna*  n-'th'.-.-j 
rmiarkaMi'  a--  nti:itar\   nun." 

'*<• I   "-r   l-a.l.   !  wi-h   th'-n-  \>rr«'   frwi-r  mI*  llwni.   an. I   T*  :i'. 

til.  \  w.i-i"  i;ir:h«r  "tt".  '!"hi^  man  I'l-trr  i-.  a  ni\*trry  t"  m-  ; 
-rin  riuii  -  hr  -'  -  ui-  -.uili-  'Vi'  n-iU  :  rhiii.  aLr'iii.  h«'  a|»j»rar^  ir»»: 
1-  i.|\  :■•  :.ik.' ail  ■■ir  -aiji^.  !».•  \.iu  kn.»\\  ihii«-h  oi"  lii*  ;..,-: 
!.l-'''\ .  Mr.  Ani'  :i  :"' 

•■  \'-i  a--  hi.i  It  a^  I  wi^h  I  «ii.l,"  th«-  mi^>i"iiar_\  ripii''!.  *'  N  ■ 
fiM-  .aii  li  ;.  !i,i  aiijlil  •■.■i.«'.ri.':!iLr  I'.l-r.  l'i_\.'nd  ihf  ta-i  --l'  K> 
]'■  .!i^  .1  -■■!'  ■  ;  a  jtt'.'|i!i-  :,  anl  a  'liiil'  "l"  i"ninian.liiiij  iiitlut?.'  • . 
K\i:  \i.-  'li'-  -  ;!ki."Wii;  a  «!i--iMn^ta!..'i-  lh.it  |ii'ihTN  u-  !• 
'!.•  i!;  i!.:  Ji.-i!\  .rr!j-  ,l.w-  t'.-r  tIi.-  i  \i.Ia:iati.-ij.  U  i*  :iij. 
-■»  .  ■■].;■.!..'.  Ti.,r  I*. 'ir  i- .-l"  :!.■■  sa  ••  -l"  Aar.-n.  antl  that  In  ■• 
.:■  --ji-.-i  '\  l»i\:!..  ri..\  i. :.-:!■  .■  :■«  j.l;i\  asi  iTn[i>'rtiiiit  j»ar:  > 
ill.  -:.  .1?  ■  \-  !;'-  .11  \\ii,.!i  \\.-  t'i!-li.  All  thai  i**  wrintini;  i-,  I  - 
I"  ;-  ..!■:■  .In  •  I'.i-    !'■  .Ill",  him-rl!'.      <  hii-t-   prrMia^lo  a  m.iL 

♦i.  I-  'i'  i>  ii.*-  i.-i-  :  V'  ■  .  ^  .tii.  thiir,'.  .-in-i  v.-ur  w-'rk  i*  liali"  .l.-rv 
•  •  \.-'.r  liiii-:-.      I*»;T  Thi-  w  i.rM  i- «•■•  lull  ••!"  i!l-»liir*'*ti-.l  r«n.l  r.*.- 
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doia  theofiefl,  that  tnitb  has  ••  much  as  it  can  do  to  obtain  a  **j^^f^i^^ 
sober  and  patient  hearing  !** 

Thos  is  it  with  poor  bnman  nature.  Let  a  man  get  a  crotchet 
into  his  head — ^howcTer  improbable  it  maj  be,  howerer  little 
supported  by  reason  or  fact,  however  ridiculous,  indeed — and 
he  becomes  indisposed  to  receive  any  evidence  but  that  which 
fiivors  his  theory ;  to  see  any  truths  but  such  as  ho  fancies  will 
hmrmonizc  with  hU  truths ;  or  to  allow  of  any  disturbing  causes 
in  the  great  workings  of  his  particular  philosophy.  This  notion 
of  Parson  Amends  concerning  the  origin  of  the  North  American 
savage,  did  not  originate  with  that  simple-minded  enthusiasti 
by  any  means.  In  this  way  are  notions  formed  and  nurtnred. 
The  missionary  had  read  somewhat  concerning  the  probability 
that  the  American  Indians  were  the  lost  tribes  of  Israel ;  and 
poasefsed  with  the  idea,  every  thing  he  saw  was  tortured  into 
evidence  in  support  of  his  theory.  There  is  just  as  much  rear 
son  for  supposing  that  any,  and  all,  of  the  heathen  savages  that 
arc  scattered  up  and  down  the  earth  have  this  origin,  as  to 
ascribe  it  to  our  immediate  tribes ;  but  to  this  truth  the  good 
parson  was  indifferent,  simply  because  it  did  not  come  within 
the  circle  of  his  particular  belief. 

Thus,  too,  was  it  with  the  corporal.  Unless  courage,  and 
other  military  qualities,  were  manifested  precisely  in  the  way  in 
which  he  had  been  trained,  they  were  not  courage  and  military 
qualities  at  all.  Every  virtue  has  its  especial  and  conventional 
aoccMories,  according  to  this  school  of  morals ;  nothing  of  the 
sort  remaining  as  it  came  from  above,  in  the  simple  abstract 
qualities  of  right  and  wrong.  On  such  feelings  and  principles 
»«  these,  do  men  get  to  l>e  dogmatical,  narrow-minded,  and 
conceited  I 

fhir  three  white  men  pursued  their  way  back  to  the  *^ garri- 
son,** conversing  as  they  went,  much  in  the  manner  they  did  in 
the  dialogue  we  have  just  recorded.  Neither  Parson  Amen  n<» 
the  corporal  seemed  to  apprehend  any  thing,  notwithstanding 
the  extraordinary  scene  in  which  one  had  been  an  actor,  and  of 
which  the  other  had  been  a  witnesa^     llieir  wonder  and  appro- 
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hensions,  no  doubt,  were  much  miti^at(*d  hy  the  fact,  th.it  it 
wa<  un.lorstood  IVtor  was  to  meet  a  lanre  e«illc«'tion  of  the 
chi«*tV  in  tlie  openiiiirs  and  the  innnU  of  all  were,  more  or  le**. 
proj»are4l  to  f*oe  some  j*u<'h  a^^semldu^e  as  had  that  ni{;ht  i^H 
tojTi'tluT.  The  free  manner  in  whiirh  the  mvssterious  chief  led 
tlie  missionary  to  the  <*ircle,  wa<,  of  itself,  !M»me  i>n»of  that  h^ 
did  not  <K*Mn'  conoealnn'nt :  and  even  le  1»<>urdon  .'uhiiilte^i, 
when  tiiey  eaine  to  <liseusft  the  details,  that  X\\\^  was  a  c-in'nm- 
stance  that  told  niatmally  in  favor  of  the  fricndlines»  «»f  \ns 
intentions.  Still,  the  hec-hunter  liad  hi<  douht.s;  and  vck<*A  Mn- 
reri'ly  did  \\(*  \\\A\  that  all  in  Ca^th'  Meal,  BIosmmxi  in  particular, 
were  sat'«»  within  the  limits  of  civilized  settkMnents. 

On  n-ai-liinir  tlir*  "  tfarri'^tin,*'  all  wa<  safe.  Whiskey  CVntre 
wati'hed  tlio  irate — a  s«il»er  man,  now, ]»erfon»e.  if  n<»t  hy  inclin.v 
tioii ;  f.»r  l»rin«;  in  th«'  openinffs,  in  this  ri'spn-t,  is  like  l»ein<;  at 
st-a  with  an  empty  s)tirit-room.  JJe  wa<  awan*  that  sovend  had 
pa>»M'<i  iiiit,  hut  via**  >»nrpris«Mi  to  l^arn  that  Peter  w.i*  «.f  the 
nuinlnT.  'iliat  jrat<'  iVtrr  Inul  not  parsed,  of  a  rfrtninty  :  and 
how  vUv  ht'  ruuld  iiuit  the  pali>ades  was  not  eaMly  niidcr*t^w>«l. 
It  was  po'iNihlo  to  clinih  «»ver  them,  it  is  true  ;  but  th«'  ft-at 
w.Mild  1m-  attended  with  so  irfi'at  an  exertion,  and  would  l»o  no 
likrly  to  I«ad  to  a  noi^'  whirh  would  expose  the  effort,  th.V  all 
had  ixri'Ml  •litlii-nlty  in  lH'lie\iii&;  a  man  so  dii^ni tied  and  ro!«on'ed 
in  manniT  a^  thi^  mystt'riou*^  rhii'f,  would  lie  apt  to  n'^uirt  to 
»iUih  iii'-an"  of  «jMittin^  tin*  pla«*e. 

As  for  tlh*  4'lii|>pe\*a.  <nT>h(»ni  reported  his  retuni  a  fVw 
minnt*"".  luton-:  'Mv\  th«'  hfr-linntiT  mteretl,  to  look  f«ir  thai 
trif.l  trund,  a*  '^••oii  a-*  In-  Irarned  the  tVt.  He  fountl  Pij^eont- 
wiiiir  layini;  asido  his  a<-i'outri.-m('nts,  previously  to  lyinp  do»D 
tn  taki-  hi".  ri-*t. 

••S...  i'liipprwa,  vi*'/  have  «'iMne  hark,  have  you  I"'  exelaimod 
Ir  riouploTi.  *'Sii  many  (Y  your  retlskin  hrethn*n  arv  about, 
that  i  didn't  rx|iiil  to  m-i-  you  aLfain  lor  these  two  or  tkrN 
d,i_\  s.  ** 

••.N-»  want  to  i-at,  den,  v\\\  How  you  all  eat,  if  hunter 
ilttn't   \\\\  hi'   duty  *.     S*pti<.t*  s.juaw  i)un*t  codk  vitlles.  you   do 
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fikt  it,  eh  f    Jnii  sa  wid  baDtor*-no  Inii  ▼iftleis  d^n^t  Kke  k 
nadder." 

^*Th»  it  true  eootigh.  Still,  00  many  of  jonr  people  aie 
about,  jut  BOW,  that  I  thoi^t  it  probable  joa  might  with  to 
remaiii  outtide  with  thotn  for  a  day  or  two/* 

*'  How  know  red  man  abont,  eh  f  Yon  tHi  him-— yon  etmmt 
him,ehr 

*'  I  have  seen  iiomething  like  fifty,  and  may  say  I  oonnted 
that  many,  lliey  were  all  ehiefr,  however,  and  I  take  it  for 
granted,  a  goodly  number  of  common  warriors  are  not  te  oft 
Am  I  right,  Pigeonswing  f*- 

''  S*pose  doA*t  knOw--den,  can*t  tell  Only  tell  what  he 
know." 

''  Sometimes  an  Injin  guesttes^  and  eomes  as  near  the  truth  as 
a  white  man  who  has  seen  the  thing  with  his  own  eyes.** 

Pigeonswing  made  no  answer ;  though  le  Bourdon  fimeied, 
from  his  manner,  that  he  had  really  something  on  his  mind, 
and  that,  too,  of  importance,  which  he  wished  to  communi* 
cale.'* 

**  I  think  yon  might  tell  me  some  news  that  I  should  like  to 
hear,  Chippewa,  if  you  was  so  minded.  " 

'*  Why  you  stay  here,  eh  t**  demanded  the  Indian,  abruptly. 
**Oot  plenty  honey — boss  go  home,  now.     Always  boss  go 
home,  when  hunt  up.     Home  good  place,  when  hunter  well  ^ 
tired." 

''  My  home  is  here,  in  the  openings,  Pigeonswing.  When  I 
go  into  the  settlements,  I  do  little  hut  loaf  about  among  the 
farm-houses  on  the  Detroit  River,  having  neither  squaw  nor 
wigwam  of  my  own  to  go  ta  1  like  this  pbMse  well  enough, 
if  your  red  brethren  will  let  mc  keep  it  in  peace.** 

*'Dis  bad  place  for  pale-face,  juss  now.  Better  go  home, 
dan  stay"rn  openin\  If  don*t  know  short  path  to  Detroit,  I 
show  you.  Bess  go,  soon  as  can ;  and  bess  go  aiome.  No  good 
to  be  trouble  wid  squaw,  when  in  huny." 

The  countenance  of  le  Bourdon  changed  at  this  hwtiatima* 
tion ;  though  the   Indian  might  not  have  ohaarved  it  in  the 
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<ljirknfss.  \\\vr  a  brief  pausr,  llio  first  answered  in  a  vt-ry  «l.' 
tiTininoil  way. 

**  I  Ik'Hovo  I  iiiulorstancl  you,  C'hippowji,*'  he  wiid.  '*  I  ^liajl 
ih)  nntliinLT  of  tlic  s<»rt,  however.  If  the  wjuaws  ean"t  po.  Xi>*\ 
I  .shall  not  <jnit  them.  Wt>ul<l  yoii  «lesert  t/'fur  squaws  l>ocaui« 
you  ihou^'ht  them  in  trouhl«*r" 

**  An't  yt)ur  s«ju:iw  yet.  I>rv4  m^t  have  Mjnaw  at  all,  when 
ojMMiin'  so  full  of  liijin.  Win-re  yon  t'ink  is  two  hurk  I  >}i«»«»l 
(lis  mornin\  «'h  .'  Skin  Nmh,  mt  'em  up,  hanjf  'em  «»n  fr'-r. 
whrre  w«»lf  can't  jret  Vm.  Wt-IK  jr'>  ''•n  arter  anuiiilt-r :  kiii 
//////,  to«>.  r>cre  he  is.  insi«lc  of  palisa<ie.  hut  no  tu«Mi-r  Tw... 
He  Ui\,  Lfone,  when  I  ^vX  hark  t«»  tree.  Two  jr«M>ii  huck  a*  <  vi  r 
•*»■(■!      How  you  like  Mat,  *-h  T 

**  I  v'AVt'  very  little  al>out  it,  sinee  we  have  tVxwl  en<»ii£;li.  nn-i 
are  ni»t  likely  to  want.  So  tin*  wolvi's  pot  your  venison  fr"ra 
tin-  tni's,  aftiT  all  your  can*;  ha  I   I'isreonswinj;:.'" 

"*  Wolf  ilou't  tourh  liini — Wolf  can'f  toueh  him.  M«»,-c;fc-in 
l.rrii  iiihlrr  tn-e.  Sre  him  mark.  Bess  ilu  as  I  K-ll  ymi  ;  ijo 
li«"iiii',  MM.M  as  I'MT  fan.  Short  patli  to  I)i'troit ;  an't  two  hun- 
•  lri<l  palr-t;n*c  mil«»." 

•'  I  s,  ,•  h,»\v  it  is  l*i;r«'»n'<winix:  I  M-e  liow  it  is.  antl  tharik 
Viiu  for  tlii-«  hint,  while   I  honor  ynur  pMnl  faith  to  vour  "Wti 

I jil«'.      lint  1  "-annot  iro  to  l>i'troit.  in  tlie  tir»t  plaei'.  f..r  thnt 

t'iNMi  aii'l  f'lit  have  talli-n  iiiti»  the  liamls  ^if  the  l(riti<*h.  It 
nii'^'Iit  ••«■  |»i'-.^iMf  ft»r  a  raiior  t«»  ir,»t  pa^t  in  the  niiriit,  an*!  T.» 
w-'ik  it''  \\a\  thrtMiirh  iiit«»  Lake  Krie ;  !>ut  I  i-annot  ipiit  mv 
rri»  ii'l-.  If  y.-u  •an  ]»nt  u<  a/f  in  the  way  of  getliiii;  aw.iv 
tV'-n>  tlii-  s|M.i.  I  -hail  lit'  ri-a-ly  to  rnti-r  intf>  the  vhi-riif. 
\\\i\  «an't  \M«  all  Lfct  into  tin*  •■an»M',  anil  i;i>  ilown  stream,  a< 
-. " -ii  a-  aiftli.r  iiii:lii  *•■!-  in  .'  pM-f-'H'  niornitii;  wt*  rouM  Ik.- 
tw.Mity  iiiil«-^  iin  our  I'l-a-l." 

••  N-'  •!-'  aii\  LT-Hiil,"  ii'turiH-i  rii:«'on>»wiiiir,  roMlv.  ••  If 
iM!i*t  _'<•  al'-ni*.  i-aii't  lT"  at  all.  S«ju;iw  no  kfcp  up,  when  *.» 
n..iM\  !■!•  .in  trail.  N-*  •/•••"l  ti»  try  i-an^e.  < 'ateh  you  in  two 
'!:i\-  ji'rap-  tuif.  Wr'ii.  I  \in  tti  >\vv\> — ran'l  keep  cve  ••pro 
■I  !  ni.'lit.'* 
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Uerenpon,  Pigeonswing  coolly  repaired  to  his  skins,  lay  down, 
and  was  soon  fast  asleep.  The  bee-hunter  was  fain  to  do  the 
same,  the  night  being  now  jbr  advanced ;  hot  he  lay  awake  a 
long  time,  thinking  of  the  hint  he  had  received,  and  pondering 
on  the  natare  of  the  danger  which  menaced  the  security  of  the 
family.  At  length,  sleep  asserted  its  power  over  even  him,  and 
the  place  lay  in  the  deep  stillness  of  night 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

"  Ami  flTr»-tc)ilnir  oiit,  nn  either  h«iid. 
OVr  nil  that  w\i\v  and  unihorn  Uml. 
Till  wfary  of  Its  Korm'outneM, 
The  achiofl:  ami  the  lUulod  rye 
Ui'M*.  (;lail'lrni.<  on  the  calm.  Nue  »kr.~ 

WHimm. 

\o  other  tlistiirhanoc  ocnirrcil  in  the  course  of  the  ni^:lit. 
Witli  the  <lawn«  h  H«ninh>n  wjw  mr^in  stirrins:;  «nd  as  he  k»ft 
thr  p;ilisa«h»s  ti)  rf?|>air  to  th<'  run,  in  onlor  to  make  hw  abla- 
liniis  he  s'lw  Peter  returninc:  to  Ca^hf  Meal.  The  two  met; 
hut  no  aIhi<ioii  was  maile  to  the  manner  in  which  the  ni^t  had 
pa«*<t'«|.  The  rhirf  paid  his  saUitation>«  court eousiv;  and,  inf^tead 
•  »t'  n-pairinir  to  hi**  skins  he  j* lined  \v  Bourdon.  soeminf^T  as 
lit  til-  inrlinrd  ti»  stM-k  for  nM,  as  if  jn«*t  arisen  from  h\%  lair. 
Wht'M  thr  Imt  Imntrr  left  th*'  sjirinp,  this  myHtcriouA  Indian, 
f'»r  thi'  tif'it  time,  spukr  ^f  huMn**?*'*. 

"  My  hrnth*T  waiitrd  to  day  t«»  show  Injinhow  to  find  honey." 
said  Peti-r,  as  lii*  and  Hourdon  walked  toward  the  |Ki!iffade4, 
witliin  wlij.-h  the  whol«»  family  was  now  moving.  *' I  nehber 
s<'f  horiry  tiihl,  nu-irlt",  nlf  a-.  I  l»e." 

"  I  -"hall  Ki'  vi-ry  willifii;  to  tearh  your  chiefs  my  craft,**  an- 
swiTiil  ihi*  Imi' hunter,  "ami  tlii«*  st>  much  the  more  readihr, 

]m-.-:iuho  I  .).>  not  i'\j t  to  pra^•^/^^  it  mueh  I^^ngir,  myaolf;  nol 

in  lhi-»  part  ^f  ihf  •■••niitry.  at  h'a«»t."" 

••Mow  ijat  happi-ii  .' — «'\pe«''  po  away  soon f  demanded 
Pi'Trr.  whii^e  kft'ii.  rrMh-*s  ryr  wouM,  at  one  InMant,  seem  to 
n-aii  his  r.iiiip:iiiitiir<  mhiI,  Hud  then  wimlil  frUnce  oflT  to  some 
listaiit  ohitM'f,  us  if  ron^-^'ions  of  its  own  startlini;  and  fieiT  ei- 
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prettion.  **  Now  Br*iAh  jifot  Detroit,  where  mv  broder  go  f 
Bern  stay  here,  I  t'ink." 

**1  9hall  not  be  in  a  hurry,  Peter;  bat  my  fK^ai^n  will  soon 
l»o  up,  and  I  must  get  ahead  of  the  bad  weather,  you  know, 
or  a  bark  canoe  will  have  but  a  poor  time  of  it  on  Lake  Huron. 
When  am  I  to  meet  the  chiefs,  to  give  them  a  lesson  in  finding 
bees?" 

**  Tell  by-'em-by.  No  hurry  for  dat.  Want  to  sleep  fuss. 
See  so  much  better,  when  1  open  eye.  So  you  t'ink  of  makin* 
journey  on  long  path.  If  can't  go  to  Detroit,  where  can  go 
to?-- 

'*My  proper  home  is  in  Pennsylvania,  on  the  other  side  of 
Lake  Erie.  It  U  a  lonpr  path,  and  Fm  not  certain  of  getting 
safely  over  it  in  these  troubled  times.  Perhaps  it  would  bo 
best  for  me,  however,  to  shape  at  once  for  Ohio ;  if  in  that  state 
I  might  find  my  way  muud  the  end  of  Erie,  and  so  go  the  whole 
distance  by  land.'' 

The  lK»e-hunter  said  this  by  way  of  throwing  dust  into  the 
lodiairs  eyes,  for  he  had  not  the  least  intention  of  travelling  in 
the  direction  named.  It  is  true,  it  was  his  most  direct  course, 
an«l  the  one  that  prudence  would  point  out  to  him,  under  all 
the  circumstances,  ha<l  he  been  alone.  But  le  Bourdon  was  no 
longer  alone — in  heart  and  feelings,  at  least.  Margery  now 
minirled  with  all  Ids  views  for  the  futuns  and  he  could  no 
more  think  of  abandoning  her  in  her  present  situation,  than  he 
could  of  offering  bis  own  person  to  the  savages  for  a  sacritice. 
It  was  idle  to  think  of  attempting  su«*h  a  jouniey  in  company 
with  the  females,  an<l  most  of  nil  to  attempt  it  in  defiance  of 
the  ingenuity,  persoveninoe,  and  h(»stility  of  the  Indians.  The 
trsiil  could  ni»t  be  concealed ;  and,  as  for  s(K'e<l,  a  party  of  the 
young  men  of  the  wilderness  would  certainly  travel  two  miles 
to  Margi-ry's  one. 

Le  lUiurdon,  notwithstanding  Pigeonswing*s  remonstrances, 
Htill  hail  his  eye  i>n  the  Kalaniazot>.  He  rememliered  the  say- 
ing, '*  that  water  leaves  no  trail,**  and  was  not  without  hopes 
>f  reaching  the  lake  again,  where  he  felt  he  should  W  in  com- 
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panitive  st'curity  ;  his  own  canoo,  as  well  as  that  of  Oershoni. 
l)(»iii;l  larjre,  well  fitttMJ,  and  not  altojrethcr  uns^nitcd  to  those 
waters  ill  the  suinincr  nionthf*.  As  it  wcmhi  l)c  of  the  lik*t  im- 
|n»rtaniM',  howcv<T,  to  )xet  several  honrs'  start  of  the  Inriian^  in 
tlie  event  of  his  having  rer«Mirse  to  sueh  a  nio<le  of  tlip^ht,  it  was 
of  tlie  utmost  iniportanr»»  also  to  conceal  his  intentions  aiin,  if 
pos'^ihlo,  to  iinlure  IVter  to  iinatrinc  liis  eves  were  turned  in 
another  ilirectioii. 

**  Wrll,  s'po'^e  *:o  <lat  way/'  answcre«l  the  chief,  <iiiietly.  an 
if  Mispt'rtiiiLf  no  artirtre.  ''Sot  'h«»ut  liiin  l>y-Vin-l»y.  Tt>-dav 
riiw^^  teach  Iiijiii  how  to  HihI  honey.  I.>at  make  him  ifitoti 
trieiid  :  an«l  mayhe  lie  help  my  pale-face  l>ro*ler*  liai*k  to  deir 
eoimtry.  J>een  ht'tter  for  ehhery  hoily,  if  none  come  here,  at 
all." 

'Hins  I'luled  the  clisroiir>e  for  that  moment.  Peter  wa*  wi 
\'n\u\  Mt' miieh  talkiiiir,  wlu-n  he  had  not  his  ^'at  object  in  view, 
hut  r.'itlier  kept  \i\^  niind  omipit'il  in  o1»«h» nation.  For  the 
rii'\t  Inmr.  evt-ry  om*  in  and  ahont  <'a^tle  Meal  i»a»  enp^ped  in 
till-  ii^uaj  iiiunjiiiir  avo«*ation«i.  that  of  hrt\'ikin{;  their  fa^tj»  in- 
•  lu'lrd  :  and  then  it  was  understood  that  all  were  to  p>  forth 

to  iM«M  t  il Iiiefs  that  !«•   I?our«lon  niii;ht  cfive  a  specimen  of 

hi-  rr.tft. 

niM-,  i'/ii'trant  of  tlii'  •.tate  itf  politieal  atfairs  on  the  Ami*rican 
mntiin-nt.  and  wlui  \\:is  imt  aware  of  the  vicinity  i»f  «av.iu«^, 
\MMiM  l»a\i'  -ii-n  ni»!hinir  that  mornini:,  ;ts  the  party  pn»ctHHled 
>>n  lU  iittli-  f\<M]r-ion,  in  ainl  around  that  remote  S(N>t.  hut  a 
pi'  Inn-  .-f  run  I  trajniuillity  an<]  pi  arc.  A  l»riffhter  day  never 
p'jjri'l  it-  Lrl"ri«'-  mi  ihe  rin-  of  the  t-arth  :  and  the  (»peninsrs 
;iri'l  tli«-  irl-id'  -.  :hm1  t'\«n  tin'  ilark  and  denser  forests,  were  all 
l>:(t)ii'<I  in  till-  -unli'jiit.  a»  that  orl*  is  known  to  illuminate 
..f.jr.t-  in  til.-  s..t't.r  —M-.n  ..f  tin-  vi-ar.  ami  in  the  forly-thiid 

d- L^r t'  l;ititM'ii-.      K\*u  tin*  l»ird-  :tppeare(i  to  rejoiee  in  the 

!..  riutii-  of"  tli.'  tinii".  :in<l  •..iiii;  an^l  fluttered  amon^  the  oak#. 
in  nundM-r-  irr.-.it.r  than  ••'•nini'»n.  Natun*  UMnilly  ol>sen'es  a 
-it-rn  tiini---  in  lnr  .-ci.'iptatinn  »*\  inean**  t<i  end**.  Binls  are  to 
*•••  toMii'l  in  till-  r..ri-it«i.  nn  the  pniirles.  imil  in  the  utill  untea- 
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anted  opeDiBgs  of  the  west — and  often  in  conntless  nnmben ; 

more  enpecudly  those  birds  which  fly  in  flocks,  and  love  the 

security  of  nnoccupied  r^ons— nnoccnpicd  by  man  is  meant 

— wherein  to  bnild  their  nests,  obey  the  laws  of  their  instincts, 

and  fulfil  their  destinies.     Thus,  myriads  of  pigeons,  and  ducks, 

and  geese,  etc,  are  to  be  found  in  the  virgin  woods,  while  the       y,^*^ 

companionable  and  friendly  robin,  the  little  melodious  wren,  . 

the  thrush,  the  lark,  the  swallow,  the  marten,  and  all  those     f^"^_^ 

pleasant  little  winged  creatures,  that  flit  about  our  dwellings 

and  grounds,  and  seem  to  be  sent  by  Providence,  expressly  to       « "^ 

chant  their  morning  and  evenbg  hymns  to  God  in  our  ears,  ^  Z^" ' 

roost  frequent  the  peopled  districts.     It  has  been  said  by  Euro-    (     4\^is. 

peans  that  the  American  birds  are  mute,  in  comparison  with  -^ 

those  of  the  Old  World.     This  is  true,  to  a  certain  extent,  as      t  ^\^ 

respects  those  which  are  proporiy  called  forest  birds,  which  do, 

in  general,  appear  to  partake  of  the  sombre   character  that  ()*/^r 

marks  the  solemn  stillness  of  their  native  haunts.     It  is  not 

true,  however,  with  the  birds  which  live  in  our  fields,  and        .     '^ 

grounds,  and  orchards,  each  of  which  sings  its  song  of  praise, 

and  repeats  its  calls  and  its  notes,  as  richly  and  as  pleasantly  to 

the  ear,  as  the  birds  of  other  lauds.     One  large  class,  indeed, 

possesses  a  faculty  that  enables  it  to  repeat  every  note  it  has 

ever  heard,  even  to  some  of  the  sounds  of  quadrupeds.     Sot  is 

this  <ione  in  the  discordant  tones  of  the  parrot ;  but  in  octaves, 

and  trills,  and  in  rich  contra-altos,  and  all  the  other  pleasing 

intonations  known  to   the  most  giftc<l  of  the  feathered  race. 

Thus  it  is,  that  one  American  mocking-bird  can  outsing  all  the 

birds  of  Eun>pc  unitetl. 

It  seemed  that  m«>niing  as  if  every  binl  that  was  accustomed 
to  glean  its  fooil  from  the  neighborhood  of  Castle  Meal,  was  on 
the  wing,  and  ready  to  accompany  the  party  that  now  sallied 
forth  to  catch  the  bee.  This  party  consisted  of  le  Bourdon, 
himself,  aa  its  chief  and  leailer ;  of  Peter,  the  missionary,  and 
the  corporal.  Maiger}',  too,  went  along ;  for,  as  yet,  she  had 
never  seen  an  exhibition  of  Boden*s  peculiar  skill.  Aa  for 
frershom  and  his  wife,  they  remained  behind,  to  make  ready 
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tlu*  noon-tiile  meal;  while  the  Chippewa  tcxjk  bi«  ar^^ontTe- 
niont<%,  aihl  niraiii  sallioil  out  on  a  hunt.  The  whole  time  of 
thi>«  Indian  appearod  to  he  thu^^  taken  up;  thoni^h,  in  truth, 
venison  an<l  hearts  meat  hoth  nhounded,  and  there  waa  much 
le'is  neoossity  for  tho!*e  constant  efforts  than  he  wisheil  to  make 
it  appear.  In  f;ood  sooth,  nion^  than  half  his  time  wa»  upeiit  id 
makin<r  those  ohscnations,  which  had  led  t«i  the  advice  he  had 
l>o<Mi  unriiiir  »)n  his  fririid,  the  bee-hunter,  in  order  to  indiirc 
him  to  tly.  Had  i*iireonswinpf  hctttT  under»tiH>iI  Fetor,  and 
hail  ho  pim-ii'vsoil  a  cU-aror  insij^ht  into  the  extent  ami  ma«nti' 
tuih'  ofiii*  plans  of  rftrihutivi.'  voniroance,  it  is  not  pruliahK*  Ya% 
unr.'L-iiiiO'i^.  at  tlu^  moment,  would  have  heen  fio  prreat,  or  the 
urirt'^'y  for  an  immediate  doriMon  on  the  part  of  Ic  liourJun, 
would  havi'  a)>peari'd  as  urixontly  pri*isinij  as  it  now  seemed  to 

The  hoo-hunttT  took  his  way  to  a  spot  that  was  at  K»mc  di»- 
taii'.v  from  his  haMtation,  a  small  prairie  of  circular  forni,  that 
is  now  irriHTally  known  in  that  ri'i^ion  of  the  country,  by  the 
naini'  of  l*rairi«*  U'>uiid.  Threo  hi»urs  wen*  nec«»s«ir}*  to  reach 
it.  and  thi-i  ««•>  niu«li  the  inori',  hei'ause  Marker}  *s  shorter  steps 
were  to  In-  »'on*iikT«*d.  Margery,  however,  was  no  lafQ^ard  on 
a  path.  Vouii^,  a('tiv<'.  lii^ht  of  foot,  and  trained  in  exertiom 
i»f  I  hi'*  iiatiiH',  luT  j»n'Noni'«'  di<i  not  prohahly  n>tanl  the  arri\'al 
many  uiiiMitco. 

Tin*  <'\trai'plinary  j»art  of  the  proeeedinirs  w.as  the  eircnm- 
>t:(ii<  I*,  that  till*  I'lT-hniitrr  did  not  tell  any  one  whither  he  was 
\i*>\u'j,  :(iiil  that  I'l-trr  di<l  not  appi'ar  to  can*  aUnit  putting  the 
«|ni-ti«.ii  to  him.  NotuithMandinu  this  rt^sfirc  on  i»Me  ride. 
and  •'I'i'iiiiiiir  iriditriTt-nfi*  *tu  thL'  otln-r.  when  the  |iarty  reached 
Prairi«'  Uouri'l.  i-\iTy  oih*  of  the  i.'hicf>  wh«»  had  heen  pnmenl 
at  the  I'l.inpil  •►f  tin-  pn^ioii^  ni::ht,  wa-*  there  l»efi»re  it«  The 
Indi-ino  uere  Mr:ii:i;lini;  ahout.   hut  remained  sutliciently  Bear 

the  point  uhere  the  h linnter  anil  hi^  f'lhiwem  reached  the 

prairie,  to  aH*.t'ini>h*  around  the  ^ruup  in  a  very  few  niinulM 
ut'ter  it  made  it*»  appearaiiec.  All  this  struck  le  Bourdon  at 
t'e:n fully  sinirnlar.   •^inee  it   pri>vi*il  h«iw  many  Hoeret  meaite  if 
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oommuDication  existed  between  these  savages.  That  the  in- 
mates of  the  habitations  were  closely  observed,  and  all  their 
proceedings  noted,  he  could  not  but  suspect,  even  before  receiv- 
ing this  proof  of  Peter*8  pi»wcr;  but  he  was  not  aware  until 
DOW,  how  completely  he  and  all  with  him  were  at  the  mercy  of 
these  formidable  foes.  What  hope  could  there  be  for  escape, 
when  hundreds  of  eyes  were  thus  watching  their  movements, 
and  every  thicket  had  its  vigilant  and  sagacious  sentinel  ?  Yet, 
most  flight  be  attempted,  in  some  way  or  other,  or  Margcr}'  and 
her  sister  would  be  hopelessly  lost — to  say  nothing  of  himself 
and  the  three  other  men. 

But  the  appearance  of  the  remarkable  little  prairie  that  he 
had  just  reached,  and  the  collection  of  chiefs,  now  occupied  all 
the  present  thoughts  of  le  Bourdon.  As  for  the  first,  it  is  held 
in  repute,  even  at  the  pree^int  hour,  as  a  place  that  the  traveller 
should  see,  thougli  covered  with  farms,  and  the  buildings  that 
belong  to  husbandry.  It  is  still  visited  as  a  picture  of  ancient 
civilization,  plaoed  in  the  setting  of  a  now  country.  It  is  true 
that  very  little  of  this  part  of  Michigan  wears  much,  if  any,  of 
that  aspect  of  a  rough  beginning,  including  stubs,  stumps,  and 
cin^led  trees,  that  it  has  so  of\en  fallen  to  our  share  to  describe. 
There  are  dense  forests,  and  those  of  considerable  extent ;  and 
wherever  the  axe  is  put  into  thftn^  the  pr»>gress  of  improve- 
ment is  marked  by  the  s:imc  stops  as  el:4ewhere ;  but  the  lovely 
«ipenings  form  so  many  exceptions,  as  almost  to  compo'^*  the 
rule. 

On  Prairie  Round  there  was  even  a  higher  stamp  of  seeming 
civilization — >M?eming,  sin<'e  it  wa*  nature,  after  all,  that  had 
mamly  drawn  the  picture.  In  the  first  place,  the  s|>ot  ha<l  l>een 
burnt  so  nvently,  as  to  leave  the  entire  expanse  covered  with 
young  grasses  and  flowers,  the  same  as  if  it  were  a  well-kept 
park.  Tliis  feature,  at  that  advanee<l  period  of  the  sunmier, 
was  in  stmia  degree  aooitlental,  the  bunting  of  the  prairies  de- 
pending more  or  less  on  eontingeiiritM*  of  that  sort.  We  have 
now  less  to  do  with  the  cause,  than  with  its  consequences. 
These  were  most  agreeable  to  the  eye,  as  well  as  comfortable  to 
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the  foot,  tlio  fjrass  nowhere  boinj^  of  a  height  to  impede  more- 
TiKMit,  or,  wlijit  was  of  still  more  importance  to  le  liourdon'ft 
present  pursuit,  to  overshadow  tlie  flowers.  Aware  of  thifl  heU 
he  had  led  \m  companions  all  that  distance,  to  reach  this  scene 
of  remarkable  runil  beauty,  in  order  that  he  mi^lit  make  a  f^nani 
display  of  his  art,  in  presence  of  the  jt»*sembled  chiefs  of  that 
H'^xion.  The  bee-hunter  had  pride  in  his  craft,  the  same  as  any 
other  skilful  workman  who  hail  twined  a  n^putatioii  by  his  can- 
iiiriir,  «»d  he  now  tro«le  the  prairie  with  a  fimuT  stop,  and  a 
more  kindlins:  eye,  than  was  his  wont  in  the  cominonvr  haunts 
«»f  Ills  eallintr.  Men  were  then*  whom  it  might  l>e  an  lionor  to 
surprise,  an«l  pretty  Manrery  wiis  there  also,  she  who  liad  so 
loii;^  d«'>ired  to  se*'  this  very  exhibition. 

Hut  to  revrrt  once  ni«»re  t*)  the  pniirie,  ere  we  commence  the 
narrativ*'  of  what  «M*curred  nn  it  !     Tliis  well-known  area  i*  uf 
no  irrcat  extent,  pitsscssin*^  a  Mirt'ace  al»out  i'4{ual  to  that  i»f  one 
of  the  larger  jKirk^  <if  Kurope.      Its  name  was  derived  fn»m  lU 
form,  wbirji,  without  i>einir  alisohitely  reirular,  had  so  near  an 
apppai-h  ti»  a  cirle  as  to  ju-tify  the  use  of  the  appellation.  The 
tace  ot'  tlii*«  rbaniiiiii;  field  wa<  neither  wavin^r.  or  what  is  called 
"  roiliji'^,'*  n<»r  a  dead  tlat,  as  often  occurs  with  river  UittoinA. 
It  Iia*l  iii<^t  ciiouirh  of  unilulalion  to  prevent  ti>o  much  moisture, 
and  to  impart  an  airri'«-ablc  variety  to  iX»  plain.      As  a  wb«»le,  it 
\va^  clear  **t'  the  t'on-M  ;  (|uite  a^  much  s«>  a<  if  the  axe  haii  done 
it^  wiirk  theri'  a  thi»u»«ainl  years  l.efon'.  tliiMiifh  wooil  wa-^  mrt 
waniiiiL'.      *  *n  the  contrary,  enoui;li  of  the  laM  was  to  lie  seen. 
in  a<l<liii<*n  to  tliat  wliiili  fonneil  the  fnmic  of  this  channin; 
l.iiiii^' :i]M-.  !••  nlii'M'  till*  \iew  fri>m  all  appearance  itf  mnnotoDT, 
an<l  ti>  i>irak   it  up  into  •■••pM-s,  tliickris  t lees  in  smail  clusUii. 
an«l  in  ni<>M  of  tli<  \arietic>  that  cinl>elli«>h  native  scener}'.    One 
ivh.t  jia«l  bi-n   nihxpntcdly  tran>!crn'il  to  the  sj^it,  niii;ht  well 
liaxi*  ini:iLrin<-<i  that  In'  \\:i*«  jookinsx  <^ii  thi'  site  of  some  o|d  a**' 
I.ni'j-«"*taMi-hfil    »i-t(l<iiit'iit.    from   which    every    appliani'%*  J 
liuinan  in<]ii^try  ha*!  Immmi  suddenly  and  >imultaneouHly  oLsinrt- 
fl.     <  M'  hoiioc^.  ont-buiMin^N  fences.  >taokH,  and  hushaiidrr. 
ill  rowiTt'  no  ^iifno;  unless  the  even  an«i  venlant  swan),  thit 
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was  spread  like  a  vast  carpet^  sprinkled  with  flowers,  conk)  hare 
been  deemed  a  sign  of  the  last  There  were  the  glades,  vistas, 
imgnlar  lawns,  and  woods,  shaped  wiUi  the  pleasing  ontUnes 
of  the  free  hand  of  nature,  as  if  consnmmate  art  had  been  en- 
deavoring to  imitate  our  great  mistress  in  one  of  her  most  grace- .  •  /  • 
Ibl  moods.  ^^-  '"*  ^ 

The  Indians  present  served  largely  to  embellish  this  scene.       j^  X^ 
Of  late  years,  horses  have  become  so  common  among  the  west-  ^»---— i 

em  tribes,  the  vast  natural  meadows  of  those  regions  furnishing  .  '•  --^/^ 
the  means  necessary  to  keep  them,  that  one  can  now  hardly 
form  a  picture  of  those  savages,  without  representing  them 
mounted,  and  wielding  the  spear ;  but  such  was  not  the  &ot 
with  the  time  of  which  we  are  writing,  nor  was  it  ever  the 
general  practice  to  go  mounted,  among  the  Indians  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  the  great  lakes.  Not  a  hoof  of  any  sort 
was  h6W  fisible^  with  the  exception  of  those  which  belonged  to 
a  herd  of  deer,  that  were  grazing  on  a  favorite  spot,  less  than  a 
league  distant  from  the  place  where  le  Bourdon  and  his  com- 
panions reached  the  prairie.  All  the  chiefs  were  on  foot,  and 
very  few  were  equipped  with  more  than  the  knife  and  toma- 
hawk, the  side-armst  of  a  chief ;  the  rifles  having  been  secreted, 
as  it  might  be,  in  deference  to  the  festivities  and  peaceful 
character  of  the  occasion.  As  lo  Bourdon*s  party  was  duly 
provided  with  rifles,  the  missionary  and  Margery  excepted,  this 
was  a  sign  that  no  violence  was  contemplated  on  that  occasion 
at  least.  "Contemplated,"  however,  is  a  word  very  expres- 
sive, when  used  in  connection  with  the  outbrcakings  of  human 
passions,  as  they  are  wont  to  exhibit  themselves  among  the 
ignorant  and  excite<l.  It  matters  not  whether  the  scene  be  the 
capital  of  some  ancient  European  monarchy,  or  the  wilds  of 
America,  the  workings  of  such  impulses  are  much  the  same. 
Now,  a  throne  is  overturned,  perhaps,  before  they  who  do  it 
are  yet  fully  aware  of  what  they  ought  to  set  np  in  its  pbce ; 
and  now  the  deadly  rifle,  or  the  murderous  tomahawk  is  used, 
moro  in  obc<iience  to  the  incentives  of  demons,  than  in  further- 
ance of  justly  recognized  rules  of  condud     Le  Bourdon  waa 
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uwart*  t>t'  all  this,  and  did  not  !)o  far  conAdc  in  ipitcarances,  a& 
to  ovorlouk  tho  watrlitulneHs  that  he  deemed  indispensable. 

The  l>oe-hunter  won  not  long  in  selecting  a  place  to  set  up 
his  apparatus.  In  this  particular,  he  whm  mainly  gf>vemed  by  a 
hn-fly  expanse  of  sweet-scented  flowew,  among  which  bees  in 
thousands  were  humming,  sipping  of  their  precious  gifu  at 
will.  Le  Hounlon  had  a  care,  also,  not  to  go  far  from  the 
forests  whirh  encircled  the  ]>niirieff,  for  among  its  trees  he 
knew  he  ha^l  to  seek  tlie  habitations  of  the  insectJ^.  Instead 
of  a  stump,  or  a  fallen  tree,  he  liad  prepared  a  light  frame-work 
of  lath,  which  the  coqxirzil  hore  to  the  field  for  him,  and  on 
which  he  place<l  his  ilitierent  implements,  as  soon  as  he  had 
seliM'ted  the  st^ene  <»f  oj>crations. 

It  will  hot  be  nccessar}'  for  us  to  repeat  the  process,  which 
hivs  already  been  described  in  our  opening  chapters;  but  we 
shall  only  tou<'h  such  parts  <»f  it  as  have  a  direct  connection 
with  th(>  events  <if  the  legend.  As  Ic  I^urdon  commenced  his 
preparations,  however,  the  ciri'le  of  chiefs  cl«>»ed  arounil  him, 
iu  mute  but  close  attention  to  every  thing  that  passed.  Al- 
thoiii;h  every  oiu*  of  them  had  heanl  of  the  bee-hunters  of  the 
pali'-taco,  and  m<>>t  of  them  had  heanl  <*f  this  parcicakr 
iiiilividual  of  their  number,  not  an  Indian  present  had  cTcr  seen 
*tiw  of  thfie  men  practise  his  craft.  This  may  seem  stranf^,  as 
rc^'pects  th>)^e  uh*i  si>  much  roamed  the  woods;  but  we  have 
already  n» marked  that  it  exceeded  the  knowledge  of  the  red 
man  t<>  make  the  cab'ulations  that  are  necessar}'  to  take  the  bee 
by  the  ppM'os  describe*!.  Usually,  when  he  obtains  honey,  it 
i^  the  n-Milt  of  some  <*hanee  meetinj;;  in  the  forest,  and  ni>t  the 
fruits  of  that  t'ar-Mirhted  and  per«ev«'ring  industry,  which  enablee 
til.*  white  iiiai!  to  lay  in  a  ston*  lanr«'  enouL;h  to  supply  a  neigb- 
b«ii-linod.  in  the  coiir-^i*  of  a  few  weeks'  huntini;. 

Never  wa-*  a  juirifler  watche<l  with  eK>ser  attention,  than  wm 
le  liounh'it.  uhiU'  si'ttint;  up  his  stand,  and  spreading  hb 
implement'*.  K\ery  vTnive,  dark  countenance  was  turned  U^ 
ward  him,  aipl  each  keen,  gliMening  eye  was  riretcd  on  hb 
movement'*.     .V^  the  vesM'l  with  the  comb  was  set  down,  the 
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chiefs  nearest  recognizing  the  substance,  murmured  their  admi- 
ration ;  for  to  them  it  seemed  as  if  the  operator  were  about  to 
make  honej  with  hone^.  Then  the  glass  was  a  subject  of 
surprise ;  for  half  of  those  present  had  never  seen  such  an 
utcnfiii  before.  Though  many  of  the  chiefs  present  had  visited 
the  *'  garrisons  ^^  of  the  north-west,  both  American  and  English, 
nuiny  had  not ;  and,  of  those  who  had,  not  one  in  ten  got  any 
clear  idea  of  the  commonest  appliances  of  civilized  life.  Thus 
it  was,  then,  that  almost  every  article  used  by  the  bee-hunter, 
though  so  simple  and  homely,  was  the  subject  of  a  secceW  but 
well-suppressed  admiration. 

It  was  not  long  ere  le  Bourdon  was  ready  to  look  for  his 
bee.  The  insects  were  numerous  on  the  flowers,  particularly 
on  the  white  clover,  which  is  indigenous  in  America,  springing 
up  spontaneously  wherever  grasses  are  permitted  to  grow.  The 
great  abundance  of  the  bees,  however,  had  its  usual  effect,  and 
our  hero  was  a  little  <liflicult  to  please.  At  length,  a  fine,  and 
already  half-loaded  little  animal  was  covered  by  the  gla».s  and 
captured.  Tliis  was  dtmc  ho  near  the  group  o(  Indians,  that 
each  and  all  notc<l  the  process.  It  was  curious,  and  it  was 
inexplicable  !  Gould  the  {mle-faires  compel  bees  to  reveal  the 
secret  of  their  hives,  and  was  that  encroaching  race  about  to 
drive  idl  the  insects  from  the  woods  and  seize  their  honey,  as 
they  drove  the  Indians  before  them  and  s^eized  their  lands? 
Such  was  the  character  of  the  thoughts  that  passed  through  the 
luinds  of  more  than  one  chief,  that  morning,  though  all  looked 
on  in  profound  stillness. 

When  the  imprisoned  bee  was  put  over  the  comb,  and  le 
Bounlon*s  cap  was  placed  above  all,  thoe  Mmple-minded  chil- 
dren of  the  woods  and  the  prairien  gazed,  as  if  expecting  a  hive 
to  appear  beneath  the  covering,  whenever  the  Utter  should  bo 
removed.  It  was  not  lon^  before  the  bee  ''settled,*'  and  not 
only  the  cap,  but  the  tumbler  was  taken  away.  For  the  tirst 
time  ftince  the  exhibition  commenced,  le  Bourdon  spoke,  ad- 
dressing himitelf  to  Peter : 

**  If  the  tribeless  chief  will  look  sharply,**  he  said,  **  ho  will 
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^ntm  MT  tlio  biH*  take  fliirlit.  It  is  tilling  it-iclf  with  honi-v,  ai.-J 
tin*  inniiK  lit  it  i'^  londotl — liM)k  -l«M.k  — it  is  alioiit  to  ri>e — 
tlion*.  it  is  up — Mir  it  rirrliiiir  ariniiiil  tin*  stain],  as  if  li»  t«ko  a 
look  that  it  may  know  it  ai;aiii  -  tlii-n*  it  ;^oi»< !" 

TIk-iv  it  tli«.l  rjo,  of  a  truth,  au«l  iu  a  n'Lr»Iar  iM-t'-liiK*.  it  a- 
straight  a'»  an  arinw.  Of  all  tliat  «'n»\viK  the  hi'i*-huiiliT  ainl 
M.irju'ry  aloiw  >a\\  tin*  iiiMM't  iu  it«*  lli;ilit.  Most  of  iLot^- 
j-n-^rnt  hM  si^rht  i*(  it,  whih'  cin-liuir  aroun«l  the  staii'l ;  \*\i\ 
till*  iu.-taiil  it  «lartiil  away,  t«»  the  riMiiaiinli.'r  it  M'i'nii'«l  t«»  vaiti-h 
intt»  air.  N.ii  >o  uhh  \r  IJininJou  and  Mariri-ry,  howi»\iT.  Tho 
t'-'Tnn-r  siw  it  iVoni  hal»il  :  tin-  lattrr  fr«»iu  a  «juii'k  i-\\\  init-UM* 
atirnti<»n.  an<l  the  wi^h  n<il  to  lui'^s  any  thin^;  that  U'  Hourl<'ii 
^aw  lit  t.»  il«».  fnr  Ikt  intorriiatiou  nr  anui!«i'UK'Ut.  Tlic  auiuiiLl 
tl«-\\  ill  an  air-liiii-  toward  a  ]H>iiit  **(  wom]  «li«tant  fully  h.'ijf-a- 
mill',  aii'l  *^u  tin*  mari;in  uf  the  prairie. 

MaiiN  li»w  r\rlama!ii»n*  aroM-  aiuojijr  tlio  >a\aL;t'?*.  Thr  !•••»' 
\\a^  lT"'!' .  i'Ut  wliitlirr  tiny  knrw  n«»t,  or  im  what  i  rni!i>l. 
< '.MiM  it  h:i\r  l«ri-n  mii!  **u  a  iiii-'isiLrr  l»y  the  ]iah'-fai-o,  or  ha-l 
it  t1'»\\n  "tl  to  Lrive  tin-  alarm  t«»  it-*  ennipanions.  in  onliT  !■» 
a-l'-pi  till-  III.  an-  -.f  «li-app.)intinir  the  lnv-huntiT.'  A*  for  thr 
]:i-T.  Ill  wi-u:  .•■ii.llx  to  v\Mrk  t'»  rli.i.isi- aUi'thiT  in««oi-t ;  an<i  hi 
-■•■•ii  li.cl  tlii'-i-  at  wi<rk  ••n  thr  eiiuil» — all  in  enmpany.  an>i  a.'i 
iiii'"\.  f,  ,i.  H.-i-l  thr  niimlMT  an\tliin;,'  tn  •!••  with  thr  i-hann. 
..!•  wiji-  t!ii-r  thrir  ti»  It  ^fiit  l«»  l^ihi;  ha«'k  tlii*  one  ihni  h.4'i 
ilria-h  L'"'""  aua\  .'  Sueh  \*a*  the  •»-»rt  «'f  rca-«»nini;,  an<l  -u-'h 
till-  i,!i'  ri<--  put  t'»  them-elM--.  hv  -iieral  «»f  the  stern  •-hil-lrtri 
■  •l'  ji.ii'tri    wiio  wiTi-  ilrawn  np  arouml  tlie  stand. 

J!-  t!i<-  Mii-.intimi'  ii-  |i'>ut<]<>n  pr>«-i>i«li>il  with  lii<«  opi-rati"i> 
ill  ti,.-  i;;iu<-*t  -iini.ii.lt) .  lie  lh»w  ealleil  IVter  aUtl  l^-.irV 
Mi.iT  an>l  <  i..\\-*.  iili.  r  ii«  an  r  t  •  hi-  jier>««ni,  where  ihev  nii::h: 
-li.iii-  with  Marj'  r;.  the  a«l\aiitau'e  I'f  ni'-re  ehiM-ly  seeing  ail  ikit 

pi--i.       A II  a-  the-.-  ihrei     ehiet'-  were  near  eUMupk.  I?*:I. 

p..iT.:..|  f..  ..hi-  i.i-.    in   parti-iil.ir.  ^-.lyini:  in   the  Indian    iriaUvl . 

••  .M\  l>T.-lli.  I-  ".i-e  tliat  I'ee  ill  the  eriitre  he  i**  alMillt  t.' 
-  -  aw;4\.        \\    lie    J"    alli-r  tlje  "Th-  that    WeUt   hefiife  llilU.    I  -h*! 

s»>n  Li»'W  \\li«r«-  t"  I'M-k  Imt  li.ine\." 
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**  How  can  my  brother  tell  which  boe  will  first  fly  away  ?" 
demanded  Bear  »  Moat 

The  bee-hunter  was  able  to  forcaec  this,  by  knowing  which  y- 
iuseot  had  been  long^est  on  the  comb ;  but  so  practised  had  his 
eye  become,  that  ho  knew  with  tolerable  accuracy,  by  the 
movements  of  the  creatures,  those  that  had  filled  themselves 
with  honey  from  those  that  had  not.  As  it  did  not  suit  hb 
purpose,  however,  to  let  all  the  minutia.'  of  his  craft  be  known, 
his  a^iswor  was  'evasive.  Just  at  that  moment  a  thought 
ocrurre<l  to  him,  whi<'h  it  might  be  well  to  carry  out  in  full. 
He  had  once  saved  his  life  by  necromancy,  or  what  seemed  to 
the  sim])le  children  of  the  woods  to  be  necromancy,  and  why 
ipi^ht  he  not  turn  the  cunning  of  hi»  regular  art  to  acc(»unt, 
an<l  render  it  the  means  of  rescuing  the  females,  as  well  as  him- 
self, from  the  hands  of  their  captors?  Tliis  sudden  impnlse 
from  that  moment  controlled  his  conduct ;  and  his  mind  was 
cou-^tantly  casting  about  for  the  ineaiis  of  effecting  what  was 
now  his  one  great  purpose  —escape.  Instead  of  uttering  in 
reply  to  Bear's  Meat's  question  the  simple  truth,  then*f*)re, 
he  rather  sought  for  such  an  answer  as  might  make  the  process 
in  whirh  he  was  engaged  appear  imposing  and  mystical. 

*' How  <lo  the  Injins  know  the  path  of  the  deer?"  he  asked, 
by  way  of  reply.  ••  They  look  at  the  deer,  get  to  kn»>w  hiiu, 
anil  understand  his  ways.     This  middle  bee  will  s«>nn  fly." 

*•  Which  way  will  he  go  f  iLske*!  Peter.  **  Can  my  brother 
t«-ll  u«i  that  r 

*•  To  his  hive,"  returned  le  Bourdon,  carelessly,  as  if  he  did 
n»t  fully  understand  the  ipu-stion.  **  All  of  them  g«»  to  their 
hives  unle^ii  I  tell  them  to  go  in  another  direction.  See,  the 
Im'i-  i-»  up  I" 

Tho  rhiefs  now  Inokcd  with  all  their  eyes,  Tliey  sjiw,  in- 
•  I'M*'!,  that  the  bee  wa**  making  its  cin*les  almve  the  Mand. 
l*r«-iently  th*'y  l^st  sight  nt*  the  iiisrrt,  which  to  thrm  seemed 
t'»  \aiii'«li;  thotii^h  lo  Bourdon  diMinctly  tnuuMl  its  flight  f*>r  a 
hundred  yard^.  It  took  a  dir(M*ti«»n  at  right  angles  t4»  that  of 
the  first  bee,  flying  otf  into  the  prairie,  and  shaping  its  course 
I  ( 
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towanl  an  islau^I  r>f  wood,  which  might  have  been  of  three  or 
four  acres  in  extent,  and  distant  nither  lesA  than  a  mile. 

While  Ic  Buurdon  was  noting  this  flight,  another  hoe  anifir. 
This  rreature  flew  towanl  the  point  of  forcHt,  alrcaiiy  meii- 
tiiiiie<l  Its  the  destination  of  the  insect  that  liad  tir»t  ri!«eD.  No 
sitnner  was  tliis  thinl  little  animal  out  of  sight,  than  the  fourth 
was  up,  humming  around  tlie  stand.  lien  pointed  it  out  ti>  tht 
chiefs ;  and  tliis  time  tliey  succee<lod  in  traring  the  flight  for, 
]»erhaps,  a  hundred  feet  tWmi  the  sp>t  where  they  «t<>o<l.  In- 
stead  of  ft>ll(>wing  either  of  it^  companions,  this  fourth  bee  U^ck 
a  r«>nrse  which  led  it  off  the  prairie  altc^thor,  and  toward  the 
hahitations. 

The  suddenly-conceived  purpose  nf  le  I^urdon,  to  attompA 
to  mystify  the  savages,  and  tlms  get  a  hold  upon  their  inindB 
wliirh  he  inigiit  turn  t«>  advantage,  was  much  aided  hy  the  dif- 
ferent directions  taken  by  these  several  bees.  Had  thev  all 
gone  tiic  same  way,  the  conchision  that  all  wenf  home  would  he 
so  vrry  natural  and  <d»vinus,  as  t«>  deprive  the  discovery  i^f  a 
hivo  of  any  su|HTnatund  merit,  at  leit^t ;  and  to  establish  this 
was  ju'-t  n«»w  tlie  great  <»liject  the  bee-hunter  had  in  view.  \% 
it  was,  the  In<liaiis  were  no  wiser,  n(*w  all  the  bees  were  gone, 
than  tliey  liad  hwu  before  one  of  them  had  flown.  On  the 
r.iiitrarv,  thrv  emild  not  umler^tand  how  the  flights  of  s«>  many 
iiisf't'^.  ill  s«»  many  ilitlerent  «liroctions,  should  tell  the  boc-hniil* 
i-r  \\hcn>  Iinney  w:ts  to  l»e  ft>und.  Le  Bourdon  saw  that  the 
pniiiii'  was  mvcrcil  with  \n-vs  linil  well  knew  that,  such  lieing 
thi'  t':i<-t.  ih<'  ill  mates  nf  pfrhafvs  a  hundred  ditfcrent  hives  mofl 
be  j.rr^riii.  All  tlii>,  howev^T,  wjls  too  novel  an<l  Xoa  compli- 
t-atiij  for  thi-  i-ali'i]Iati<»ns  of  s^ivagt^ ;  and  not  one  nf  those  wbo 
ri-uv%i]iil  Tii-ar.  a«»  ob^TviTs,  eon  Id  aivount  for  so  many  of  the 
Un*  ir..iiiif  iliffi'rent  \*ays. 

I  A'  Hour<l>»n  n<iw  intimated  a  ^^\sh  t(»  change  his  gronml. 
Mr  )ia>i  ?i.»ti'.l  tw.»  of  till-  bfr-*,  an<l  the  only  question  that  w- 
maiiif'l  t«i  bo  ibM-iijeiK  as  //  ri-«pi'rtetl  tfirtit,  was  whether  thfT 
■,rlMii._r,..i  to  thf  prc«isi?  points  tf»waril  which  they  had  flowB, 
•  •r  ti»  points  )»fyond  thr-in.'    The  reader  will  easily  undentaad 
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that  this  \n  the  nature  of  the  fact  detenniDed  by  taking  an  angle, 
the  point  of  intersection  between  any  two  of  the  lines  of  flight, 
being  necesftarily  the  spot  where  the  hive  b  to  be  found.  So 
far  from  explaining  this  to  those  aroand  him,  however,  Boden 
kept  it  a  secret  in  his  own  breast  Maigcry  knew  the  whole 
pn>ccss,  for  to  her  he  had  often  gone  over  it  in  description, 
finding  a  pleasure  in  instructing  one  so  apt,  and  whose  tender, 
liquid  blue  eyes  seemed  to  reflect  every  movement  of  his  own 
soul  and  feelings.  Margery  he  could  have  taught  forever,  or 
fancied  for  the  moment  he  could ;  which  is  as  near  the  truth  as 
men  under  the  influence  of  love  often  get.  But,  as  for  the  In- 
dian%  so  far  from  letting  them  into  any  of  his  secrets,  his  strong 
de^i^e  was  now  to  throw  dMst  into  their  eyes,  in  all  possible 
ways,  and  to  make  their  well-established  character  for  supersti« 
tii>n  subservient  to  his  own  projectA. 

IWlen  was  far  from  being  a  scholar,  even  for  one  in  his  class 
in  life.  I>>wn  to  this  hour,  the  neglect  of  the  means  of  public 
instruotion  is  s<^>mcwhat  of  a  just  ground  of  reproach  against 
the  venerable  ami  respectable  commonwealth  of  which  he  was 
profwrly  a  member,  though  her  people  have  escaped  a  knowl- 
edge of  a  great  deal  of  small  philomtphy  and  l«)w  intriguing, 
whioli  it  is  fair  to  pre:«ume  that  evil  spirits  thnist  in  among  the 
leaves  of  a  more  legitimate  iiifonnation,  when  the  book  of 
knowledge  Lh  opened  for  the  instruction  of  those  who,  by  cir- 
cumstanres,  are  |)reveiit4.*d  from  <loing  more  than  be»towing  a 
few  hurried  glances  at  its  contents.  Still,  Ben  hud  read  every- 
thing about  bees  on  which  he  could  lay  hin  hands.  lie  had 
studied  their  habits  permmally,  and  he  had  pondered  ewer  the 
various  accounts  of  their  eommunitit's — a  sort  of  limited  mon- 
archy in  whi<rh  the  prince  is  deposed  occasionally,  or  when 
niattiTs  go  very  wrong— some  written  by  really  ven*  obser\'ant 
and  intelligent  iK'rs4»nA,  and  <»ther8  again  not  a  little  fanciful. 
Among  other  books  that  had  thus  fallen  in  le  B«»unl«>n*s  way, 
was  one  which  somewhat  minutely  tleM;ril>ed  the  uses  that  wore 
made  <if  bees  by  the  ancient  soothsayers  in  their  divinations. 
Our  hero  hiul  no  notion  uf  reviving  those  rites,  or  of  attempt- 
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in  IT  to  imitate  the  particular  practices  of  which  he  had  read  mnA 
heard  ;  hut  the  recollection  of  them  occurred  most  opportunely 
to  >treiiirtlieu  and  encoURifj^c  the  dcftisjn,  >*«>  .*ud«lonly  eiit(*rtain«il, 
of  iiiakiiiir  his  present  openuions  aid  in  opening  the  way  U* 
the  one  i^reat  thinor  of  the  hour — an  o:H*ape  into  Lake  Michigan, 

'*  A  Ik'c  knows  a  ^eat  deal/'  said  le  l^mrdon  to  his  nenre^t 
companions,  while  the  whole  party  was  m<»vtnp[  some  distAiii.%' 
to  take  up  new  jrnniiid.     '*  A  hce  otWn  knows  mt»re  than  a  man/'' 

**More  than  pal c- face  T  demanded  I^*ars  Meat,  a  ohief  who 
liad  attained  iiis  autiiority  more  by  means  of  physical  thaii  of 
intellectual  <jualities. 

**Sunjrtimes.  Tale-faces  Iiave  pone  to  bees  to  ask  what  wiU 
happen.  J.<'t  me  a^k  our  mediein(*-man  this  question.  I'arsoD 
Amen,  have  //o//  jiiiy  knowledjjc  of  the  S4M»thsiiyers  of  old  u^itiS 
hee-s  when  they  wi>lied  to  know  what  wan  about  l*>  happen  P 

N<>\\\  tlic  missionary  was  not  a  learned  man,  any  nukre  than 
the  ber-liuiiter :  but  many  an  uiilearne<l  man  has  heard  of  thK 
aiKl  he  }ia)»peiied  to  hr  one  (»f  the  number.  0(  Vir^^il,  for 
instance,  l'ar>oii  Amen  knew  but  little;  though  in  the  pn^^fm* 
i»f  a  veiy  Uii»*i',  but  iiMiuMrioijH  enurse  of  readin>r.  he  had  h*ani«td 
that  tlie  -oiith-^axrfs  put  irroat  faith  in  bees.  His  answer  vail 
'j:\\*u  ill  <<>iit'<»riiiity  with  this  faet,  ami  in  the  most  perfect  pW 
I'aitii.  tMF  lie  hail  n«>t  the  smallest  suspicion  of  wliat  B^hkn 
wi'^hed  t<i  eMal>Iioh. 

"i'l-rtainlv — nuM  etTtainly,"  aiisweri»d  the  welbmeamBi; 
mi-^i«niary  -••  the  fortune  tell*Ts  of  oli)  times  often  went  h* 
tb«>ir  bfi-N  wlii-ii  thi'\  wished  to  |«M»k  lnt«i  the  future.  It  haa 
bf>cn  a  Hiilijri't  itiui-h  talked  of  aiiiiiiiir  Christians  to  a«M*onn!  for 
the  s<M.tIi<.,i\iiii^r.  .iiiil  \\it>-li«Taft.  aihl  other  supernatural  deaiinfei 
of  tlioM-  \\lf»  li\e<i  ill  thi>  tinie->  of  the  prophets;  and  ni(H4  tif 
them  \\:\\i-  li«!l  the  opinio iii  that  evil  spirits  have  l»een — nar. 
Mill  .IP'  pirmiitfl  to  work  their  will  on  «-«Ttain  men  in  tbefl«ik 
I'liit  Imc*  \*i-rr  ill  iniirh  ta\or  with  the  sooths;iyen*  of  old." 

'i'lii^  an^wt-r  w;i«.  irin-ii   in  Kni;li«.h,  and  little  of  it 
prt-lHii<l«'.l    li\    riiiT.  an>l   the  otliei>i  who  ha*!   more  or 
kn«>wlc.|^r  ot'  that  lanpua^>.  U>yi>nd  the  part  which 


TBB    OAK    OPBVIV9B.  817 

thei^geiiejof  beMin  wHdicmft.  Luclnly,  this  was  all  to  Bour- 
don desirady  and  he  was  well  satiafied  at  seeing  that  the  idea 
passed  from  one  ehief  to  another;  those  who  did  not  know  the 
£Qglish  at  all,  being  told  by  those  who  had  some  knowledge  of 
Um  tongue,  that  *'bees  were  thought  to  be  ^medieine'  among 
the  pale-fiMses.** 

Ls  Bourdon  gained  a  great  deal  of  ground  by  this  fortunate 
corroboration  of  his  own  still  more  fortunate  thought  Matten 
were  pretty  nearly  de^rste  with  him,  and  with  all  his  friends, 
should  Peter  really  meditate  evU;  and  as  desperate  diseases 
notoriously  require  remedies  of  the  same  character,  he  was  ready 
to  attempt  any  thing  that  promised  even  the  smallest  chance  of 
soccese. 

"  Yes,  yes — ^"  the  bee-hunter  pursued  the  discourse  by  say- 
ing— "  hees  know  a  great  deal.  I  have  sometimes  thought 
that  bey  know  more  than  bearSb.  and  my  brother  must  be  able 
to  tell  something  of  them  ?*' 

**  Yes ;  my  name  is  Bear  s  Meat,"  answered  that  chief,  com- 
placently. '^  Injin  always  give  name  that  mean  something  Elill 
so  many  boar  one  winter,  got  dat  name." 

**  A  good  name  it  is  I  To  kill  a  bear  is  the  most  honorable 
thing  a  hunter  con  do,  as  we  all  know.  If  my  brother  wishes 
to  hear  it,  I  will  ask  my  bees  when  he  is  to  kill  another." 

The  savage  to  whom  this  was  addressed  fiurly  started  with 
delight  He  was  eagerly  signifying  his  cheerful  assent  to  the 
proposal,  when  Peter  quietly  interposed,  and  changed  the  dis- 
course to  himself,  in  a  way  that  he  had,  and  which  would  not 
easily  admit  of  denial  It  was  apparent  to  le  Bourdon  that  this 
mysterious  Indian  was  not  content  that  one  so  direct  and 
impetuous  in  his  feelings  as  Bear's  Meat,  and  who  waa  at  the 
same  time  so  little  qualified  to  manage  his  portion  of  an  intel- 
lectual conversation,  should  be  foremost  any  longer.  For  that 
reason  he  brought  himself  more  into  the  foreground,  leaving 
to  his  friend  the  capacity  of  listener  and  observer,  rather  than 
that  of  a  speaker  and  actor.  What  took  place  under  this  new 
arrangement,  will  appear  as  the  narrative  prooeedk 
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CnAPTER  XX. 

" Thcn-fidT,  po  with  mo ; 

I'll  L'ivi-  thf  fairii-«  to  atti-iiil  un  tlif**; 

Ami  Ihi-y  j^liall  f»-ti'h  thi-^'  Jt'wi-ln  fhiiii  Ih^  <l««p, 

— rv«9*bl<i>»oin:  cobwvb!  in<itli!  .inil  niuntanl-iecd ! 

Mii>^i-WRR-Nir.in*«  Dbkaii. 


As  lo  r>ounlon  k«'|»t  in«)viiijr  a»*ross  the  prairie,  whilo  the  iv- 
niark'4  wrre  nia«lo  that  have  tieen  n*eonle<l  in  the  prfCi-Jinc 
rhaptrr,  he  snon  n*aehe<l  the  new  pttsition  when»  he  inton«]e*l 
t«»  a'jaiii  M't  up  liis  >tan<l.  Here  hi*  reneweil  hi*  «>porati<>n« : 
Wu.T  kiTpiiirr  iH'an'>t  his  pt-rson,  in  jonhms  watehfiihies-i  of  the 
\v:\^t  inttvi'Fin'nt  hr  made.  I?ees  wrn*  eaULrht,  ani]  M-ari-i*  a 
iniiiuti' rlapNi-il  m*  thf  liee-hiinttT  had  tw«>  of  them  ^n  the  pie«*f 
nt  .'..inh,  uii««»viriMl  aihl  at  lihrrty.  The  rironinstani-e  that  ihe 
rap  ua«i  ini>in«MitariIy  plarrd  ovrr  th»'  inserts -tnit'k  the  -sivaiTf* 
a-  a  \t'u'rv  nf  inrriiFnaiH'v,  in  }>artieular.  Thf  rt-ader  nil]  undiT- 
Maud  tliat  \W\^  i*«  doni-  in  nrdtT  t<t  darken  the  tiindder.  an*!  in- 

du-«'  till'  1h'«'  t«»  ^ittlr  dnwii  nil    thr  h^nry  s«>    niindl  the  >'H>I]iT. 

'!"••  «»iu»  \\Ii«i  nii'l«T^tMinl  the  ••jMTatinii  an«l  it**  n'M**!!!!.  the  wh>'Ie 
\\:i-  •»iinpl«-  •Fp'Uijh:  liiit  it  N^a*;  a  v«Ty  dith'n-nt  ni:ittrr  uith 
ni'-ri  ;i-»  \.\\\*'  a"'»iM-'iin-«l  t'»  pryini;  intn  thi'  hahits  of  eri*Atun-4 

a-  ir.-ijriiliciiit  a^  1 •».      Had  d«MT,  ''r  l»i«*«»n'*,  or  hear*.  i»r  ativ 

•  if  th.'  i|ii;i  Inipr.l-  «'f  th'iM'  Ft  u'i"'n-,  hrt-n  the  siihjcrt  uf  ih'- 
expiiiiri'iit.  It  i*.  hiirhly  pr-'liaM*-  tliat  indivi«hials  eoiiM  ha»f 
)••  •  II  fi'iiicl  in  that  alttiiti\i- and  u^Mnhrini;  erowd,  who  conll 
)ia\«'  •  iili_djt«iM--l  till"  a)»I«-M  nalnraliM^  i>ii  thi'  suhjoi*t  t»f  thr 
.iriiMiil*  M'i.li  r  I  varniii-ition  :  1-Mt  uln-n  thf  inipiiry  d«*S4*eiid'^i 
T..  i!i»-  Kit,  It  Ui  rit  !■•  !  .\\  thi'  \\.iiit«»  an<l  nsi;;e»  t»f  Kivai^'  lifo. 

•'  Wh-  It  \-n  I'niK  -li-  1m f  t:-.  r"  demanded  IVler,  in  Eii^r.-li, 
a*«  o'lnn  a*«  lt>  r><iurd<>u  raided  tin-  tinnhltT. 
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**Onc  will  go  in  this  direction,  the  other  in  that,"  answered 
th«!  bee-hunter,  pointing  first  toward  the  corner  of  the  woo^Ij*, 
then  toward  the  Island  in  the  prairie-^the  two  points  toward 
whirh  two  of  the  other  bees  had  fiown. 

Th«'  pre<liotions  might  or  might  not  prove  true.  If  they  did, 
the  etfeut  must  be  great ;  if  they  did  not,  the  failure  would  soon 
hr.  forgotten  in  mat  tent  of  more  interest.  Our  hero,  therefore, 
risked  l)ut  little,  wliilc  he  had  the  chance  of  gaining  a  very  great 
advantage.  By  a  fortunate  coincidence,  the  result  completely 
justitied  tiie  prediction.  A  bee  rose,  made  its  circles  around 
tlio  siand,  and  away  it  went  toward  the  island-like  copse  in  tho 
pniirie ;  while  iU  companit>n  soon  imitated  its  example,  but 
taking  the  other  prescribed  direction.  This  time  Peter  watched 
the  insects  s(»  closely  that  he  was  a  witness  of  their  movements, 
and  with  his  own  eyes  ho  beheld  the  flight,  as  well  as  tiie  direc- 
tion taken  by  ea«*h. 

*'  Y'ou  tell  bee  do  dis  ?"  demanded  Peter,  with  a  surprise 
that  was  so  sudden,  as  well  as  so  great,  that  it  ovt*n»ame  in 
souK^  slight  degree  his  habitual  self-command. 

**T<»  be  sure  I  did,"  replied  le  Bourdon,  can».lessly.  *' If 
you  wish  to  sec  another,  you  may." 

Here  the  young  man  coolly  took  another  bee,  and  put  it  on 
the  I'omb.  Inditierent  as  he  appeared,  however,  ho  ust^d  what 
w.is  perhaps  the  highest  degn^e  of  his  art  in  selecting  this  insect 
It  was  taken  fn)m  the  buneh  of  flowers  whence  one  of  his  for- 
III t-r  (*aptives  had  been  taken,  and  there  was  every  chance  of  its 
brlongiiig  to  the  sauie  hive  Jis  its  companion.  Which  direction 
it  might  take,  shouM  it  pr«)ve  to  be  a  bee  from  either  of  the 
two  hivi's  of  whi«*h  the  positions  were  now  known,  it  altogether 
ex.-eedeil  I>.><leu*s  art  to  tell,  so  he  dexterously  avoided  e.om- 
iiiittini;  himself.  It  was  enough  that  Peter  gazed  attentively, 
and  that  he  s'lw  the  inseia  ilart  away,  disappearing  in  the  direc- 
ti'»n  «>f  the  islauil.  \\\  this  time  nh>re  of  the  Kiv;iges  wen*  on 
the  alert,  and  now  knowing  ln)w  and  where  t«)  look  for  the  ht»o, 
llit-y  also  saw  its  eourMi. 

*•  Vou  tell   him  ag*in   go  dere  I"  asked  Peter,  wht>s«»  intend 
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by  tliis  time  w.'ts  so  niaiiifost,  as  to  defy  all  attoinpls  at  c«infoa! 
mont. 

*'  To  l»e  sure  I  did.  The  bees  obey  >«/•,  :l*  your  y«»wiitr  uwn 
oln'V  f/oit.  I  am  their  chief,  and  they  l-nntr  me.  I  will  give 
yon  further  proof  uf  this.  We  will  now  jjr»>  to  that  little  hit  of 
wood,  when  you  shall  all  see  what  it  contains.  I  have  s«€iil 
three  of  mv  bees  there:  and  here,  one  of  them  is  ulroadv  back, 
to  let  me  know  what  he  has  seen." 

Sure  eiioujjjh,  a  bee  was  buzzing  an^und  the  head  of  lo  1V>ur- 
tl<»n,  probably  attracted  by  some  fn^jment  of  comb,  and  he 
cunningly  ci»nvcrted  it  into  a  me><enjjer  fn»m  the  co|Wi<»  I  All 
this  was  wtmderfiil  to  the  crow* I,  and  it  even  pn'atly  tmubled 
l*t'tcr.  This  man  was  much  h*ss  liable  to  the  iiitluen<v  *•( 
Ruperotition  than  most  of  his  iM;i)jiK»;  but  he  was  very  far  fniUi 
beini;  allnj^ether  above  it.  Thi-^  is  tin'  fact  with  very  K-w  rivil- 
izrd  int-n ;  jM'Hiaps  with  lu*  man  whatever,  h't  his  |ihtIo«i<i|i!iy 
and  krhiuli'lirt-  br  what  they  may:  and  li*a>t  tif  a\\,  is  it  Iru*- 
with  tlu-  iixn«>raiit.  TIhtc  is  t.M>  mU'-li  of  tin*  nui'iTtain,  «if  t!n- 
('••iijcrtural  in  «>ur  ('«inditi«>n  as  human  bciii;^,  !••  rai-e  u*»  :ilt<- 
j^rlhiT  ab.vi'  tlii'  diMruMs,  doubts,  wonder,  and  i>t!ier  weak- 
ii.'>M«»  iif  ••iir  |U'«-srnt  rniiilition.  To  tln'M-  sim]»le  s;iva:;«*s,  th** 
iM.innir  in  wi.i'h  tlu*  bii-i  llrw.  M'L'inin;;ly  at  K*  T>ourd  •»!»'-  bi.l- 
diiiLT.  tn  tiii-^  or  th:tt  tlii<-k<-t,  w:i>  ipiitc  as  much  a  matter  of 
a-T<'iii--liniiiit.  a-N  any  «>f  t»ur  most  flaltorate  dc«*t'|itu»iis  are  woii- 
tl.r<  t'»  nur  «»wii  iiTiH-rant  and  \uli;ar.  Ii;ni»rant  I  An*!  whftv 
i'  tIk-  liiH-  to  br  drawn  that  i-*  t«»  j»lari'  men  b^yonil  llu-  pale  ««f 
ii'ii'iaii'-' r  Ka<li  «.f  u«*  tails  in  *.iiiu*  nnt\  if  not  in  vi-ry  iiuny 
"I"  till'  i!ii|i'»rtaiit  braii-lii->  ot"  tin*  kn«»wK'iljnri'  tliat  is  vvvu  r»'- 
.1  i«-i- 1  t«i  Mil«>  ani'MiLT  u^.  Ib-n-  i-*  >oi'n  the  man  of  biHiks,  x' 
ij^i.'iaiit  «»t"tln'  aj»|»li''ati«»n  of  lii^  i»wri  bi-lovivl  thi>orie»,  :ts  to  Iw 
a  nil  n-  «liild  in  juaftii'i'  :  and,  tlnTr  ai;ain,  can  be  mhmi  the  vx- 
|..  It  in  jira.-ti'  •■,  wli..  i^  totally  una'-ijuaintnl  with  a  sin^K-  prin- 
1  :|iM\  "t^  tlh"  niaiix.  that  lii'  at  tin*  r»iit  nf  his  very  hanily-cratt. 
L' \  liN  not,  ih«h,  .hri.h'  tluM-  piM»r  «  hiMn-n  «d*  the  f«»rc!*t,  U*- 
•'all-*!  that  whi<'li  wa-^  >••  «'ntirely  uvw  to  them,  should  al;^*  app<rar 
int'xpliraiiji'  an<l  **up<'rnatur..I. 
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As  for  Peter,  he  was  more  confounded  than  convinced  His 
mind  was  so  much  superior  to  those  of  the  other  chicfii,  as  to 
render  him  &r  more  difficult  to  mislead ;  though  even  he  was 
not  exempt  from  the  great  weaknesses  of  ignorance,  supenti- 
tion,  and  its  concomitants — credulity,  and  a  love  of  the  marvel* 
lous.  His  mind  was  troubled,  as  was  quite  apparent  to  Ben, 
who  watched  him  quite  as  narrowly  as  he  was  observed  himself, 
in  all  he  did.  Willing  to  deepen  the  impression,  our  artist  now 
determined  to  exhibit  some  of  the  higher  fruits  of  his  skilL  The 
production  of  a  considerable  quantity  of  honey  would  of  itself 
be  a  sort^of  peace-offering,  and  he  now  prepared  to  turn  the 
certainty  of  there  being  a  hive  in  the  little  wood  to  account — 
certainty, "because  three  1>ees  had  taken  wing  for  it^  and  a  very 
distinct  angle  had  been  made  with  two  of  them. 

''Does  my  brother  wish  any  honey!"  asked  le  Bourdon, 
carelcmly ;  "  or  shall  I  send  a  bee  across  Lake  Michigan,  to  tell 
the  Injins  fiirthcr  west  that  Detroit  is  taken  f 

'*  Can  Bourdon  find  honey,  now  !**  demanded  Peter. 

**  Easily.  Several  hives  are  within  a  mile  of  us.  The  bees 
like  this  prairie,  which  is  so  well  garnished  with  flowers,  and  I 
am  never  at  a  loss  for  work,  in  this  neighborhood.  This  is  my 
favorite  l>ec-ground ;  and  I  have  got  all  the  little  creatures  so 
that  they  know  me,  and  are  ready  to  do  every  thing  that  I  tell 
them.  As  I  sec  that  the  chiefs  love  honey,  and  wish  to  eat 
some,  we  will  now  go  to  one  of  my  hives.** 

Thus  saying,  le  Bourdon  prepared  for  another  march.  He 
moved  with  all  liis  appliances,  Margery  keeping  close  at  his 
side,  carr}'ing  the  honey-comb  and  honey.  As  the  girl  walked 
lightly,  in  advance  of  the  Indians,  some  fifteen  or  twenty  bees, 
attnMrtcd  by  the  flavor  of  what  she  carried,  kept  circling  around 
her  head,  and  connequently  around  that  of  Boden ;  and  Peter 
did  not  &il  to  o!>sen'e  the  circumstance.  To  him  it  appeared 
as  if  these  bees  were  so  many  accompanying  agents,  who  at- 
tended their  master  in  order  to  do  his  bidding.  In  a  word, 
Peter  was  fast  getting  into  that  frame  of  mind,  when  all  that  is 
seen  is  presscil  into  the  support  of  the  theory  we  have  ndofitetl. 
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Tlio  bec-liunter  had  some  mysterious  connection  with,  and  con- 
trol over  the  bees,  and  this  was  one  among  the  many  other 
sijriis  ^^i  the  existence  of  his  power.  All  this,  however,  Boden 
himself  disre«;anled.  Ilis  mind  was  bent  on  throwii^  dust  into 
the  eyes  of  the  Indians  ;  and  he  was  cogitatin^^  the  meant  of  to 
doin^,  on  a  much  larger  scale  tlian  any  yet  attempted. 

'*AVhy  dem  hee  fly  'round  young  squaw  T'  demanded  Peter 
— **  and  flv  round  vou,  too  ?" 

**Tliey  know  us,  and  go  with  us  to  their  hive:  just  at 
Injiiis  would  conic  out  of  their  villages  to  meet  and  honor 
visitors." 

This  was  a  ready  reply,  but  it  scarcely  satisfied  the  wily 
sava^je  to  whom  it  wa«  given.  Just  then  Crowrfcather  led 
W'tvT  a  little  aside,  and  begim  talking  earnestly  to  that  chieC 
both  continuing  on  with  the  crowd.  Le  Bourdon  felt  peniuided 
that  the  subjrrt  of  this  private  conference  wa-*  some  of  hii«  own 
former  hackslidiiigs  in  the  character  of  conjuror,  and  that  the 
rottawattarnie  w«»uld  not  deal  very  tenderly  with  his  character. 
Nevertheless,  it  was  too  late  to  retrace  his  steps,  and  he  saw 
the  ne<*fH>ity  of  going  on. 

**1  wish  you  hail  not  come  out  with  us,"  the  bee-hunter 
found  an  o(>ra-«i(»ii  to  say  to  Margery.  **I  do  not  half  like  th« 
state  of  thing'',  and  this  eoitjuration  about  the  bees  may  all  fid! 
thrnu^xli." 

**  It  is  lu-ltrr  that  I  >hould  be  here.  Bourdon,"  returned  the 
spirited  girl.  **  My  l>eing  here  may  make  them  less  uufricudlj 
to  yoii.  When  I  am  by,  Peter  always  S4>ems  niiire  human,  aad 
le^-  of  a  savage,  tlh'\  all  tell  me,  than  when  I  am  not  by." 

•'  Nil  one  ran  be  more  willing  t<»  own  your  power,  Maifcerr, 
than  I  :  but  lnjin>  hoM  the  M|uaw>  too  elieap,  to  gi%'c  yoa 
inili'h  intbleiiei*  over  this  nld  fellow.** 

"Vou  «lo  not  know — he  may  hav4'  had  a  daughter  of  alH>at 
ir.\  ai:e.  or  Mze,  or  ajtpearanee ;  or  with  my  laugh,  or  Voice,  or 
hoiiH-tliinL;  eb'.'  that  reminds  him  of  her,  when  he  sees  me.  Odc 
tliiiiu'  1  am  Mire  of — IVter  i^  no  enemy  of  iMim'." 

'*  1   Impc  til  is  may  prove  to  be  true  !    1  do  not  see,  after  aUt 
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why  an  Injin  should  not  have  the  fcelin'8  you  nnmc.  lie  is 
a  man,  and  must  feci  for  his  wife  and  children,  the  same  as 
other—" 

'*  Bourdon,  what  ails  the  dog  f  Look  at  the  manner  in 
whi;:h  Hive  is  behaving  I" 

Sure  enough,  the  appearance  of  Hive  was  sufficiently  obvious 
to  attract  his  master's  attention.  By  this  time  the  crowd  had 
got  within  twenty  rodt«  of  the  little  isKind-like  copse  of  wood, 
the  mastiff  being  nearly  half  that  distance  in  advance.  Instead 
of  preceding  the  {Ku-ty,  however.  Hive  had  raised  his  form  in  a 
menacing  manner,  and  moved  cautiously  from  side  to  side,  like 
oneTiriils  Eind  that  scent*  a  f«»e.  There  was  no  mistaking' 
these  movements ;  and  all  the  principal  chiefs  soon  had  their 
attention  also  drawn  Uy  the  behavior  of  the  dog. 

•*  Why  he  do  so?"  asked  Peter.     "He  'fraid  of  bee,  ehf" 

"He  waits  for  me  to  come  up,"  answered  le  Bourdon. 
"Let  my  brother  and  two  other  chief*  come  with  me,  and 
let  the  rest  stay  here.  Bees  do  not  like  crowds.  Corporal, 
I  put  Marger)'  in  your  keeping,  and  Parson  Amen  will  l>e 
near  you.  1  now  go  to  show  thesi*  chiefs  what  a  bee  can 
tell  a  man." 

Thus  saying,  le  Bourdon  advanced,  followed  by  Peter,  Bear*s 
Meat,  and  Crowsfeathor.  Our  hero  hail  made  up  his  mind 
tbit  something  more  than  bees  were  to  be  found  in  the  thicket ; 
for,  the  place  being  a  little  marshy,  bushes  as  well  as  tn»es  were 
gniwiiig  on  it,  an«l  he  fully  expeetcd  a  rencontre  with  bears, 
the  creatures  most  disjM»sed  to  prev  on  the  labors  of  the  Iwc — 
man  exeeptcil.  Being  well  anned,  and  accompanietl  by  men 
accustomed  to  such  struggles,  he  had  no  apprehensions,  and  leil 
the  way  boMly,  feeling  the  necessity  of  manifesting  perfect 
coiiHdenec  in  all  his  <»wn  arts,  in  onler  to  command  the  rGS|)ect 
of  the  observers.  As  ^»on  sis  the  bee-hunter  |>ass(Mi  the  di>g, 
the  latter  growled,  showed  his  teeth  fiercely,  and  followed, 
keeping  closely  at  his  side.  The  confidence  and  alat'rity  with 
whieh  le  liourdon  moved  into  the  thicket,  compc*lleil  his  com- 
faniiMis  to  l»e  on  the  alert ;  though  the  firHt  bn»ke  thr  in^^Ii  tin* 
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Lt'lt  of  hazlos  which  onclosed  the  niorc  open  an-a  within,  a  f«'w 
instants  1»cfnrc  tlu'  Lulians  rencho'l  tlie  place.  Tlion  it  was  thai 
there  arose  such  a  yell,  such  scrcecliings  ami  me»,  as  n*aeh(si 
far  over  the  prairie,  aii<l  iiiijjht  have  appalkvl  the  stoutest  heart. 
The  picture  that  was  soon  otFcre^l  to  the  eye  wa»  not  les*  ter- 
rific than  the  sounds  which  assailed  the  ear.  IIundre<N  of 
shvajxes,  in  their  war-jjaint,  amied,  and  in  a  crowdwl  maze, 
aroic  a^  it  iniiriit  be  l»v  one  effort,  Si'eniin;rlv  out  of  the  earth, 
and  hesfan  to  leap  and  play  their  antics  amid  the  tree<.  The 
butldcn  sj)e(*tacle  of  a  crf)W«l  of  sufh  beinjip^  nearly  nake^i, 
friirhtfnliy  painted,  and  tossin*;  iheir  anns  liere  and  there,  while 
ea<h  yrllod  like  a  demon,  was  enou^jh  to  overcome  the  neir**^ 
of  a  vrry  resolute  man.  Ihit  le  Iiounhm  wa*  pn»parod  f«»r  a 
contiirt,  and  even  felt  relieved,  rather  than  alanned.  when  he 
saw  the  savairc*.  His  ready  mind  at  onre  conceived  the  truilu 
This  hand  hrlnnircil  to  thr  <'hifts  and  composed  the  w]p»I<\  i-r 
a  priiH'ipal  part  nf  the  fon-e  which  he  knew  they  must  havo 
outlyini;  >«»m<'where  on  the  j»rairit's,  «»r  in  the  opcniiti;».  H«- 
had  sutlirirntly  unilerstood  the  hints  of  Pi^couswin;r  to  K*  pre- 
jiarcd  fur  sUfdi  a  mectini;,  ami  at  no  time,  of  late,  ha*!  he  ap- 
}»roa.li«'d  a  rover,  without  remembering  the  possibility  nf  it* 
containih'^  Indians. 

In -trad  of  Ix'trayiufj  alarm,  therefore,  when  this  clou  1 1  ff 
pli:iritoiii.|ik«' bi'ini^  rose  before  his  I'yes,  le  nounlon  st<»o«]  timi. 
imrrly  turniiitr  toward  tin*  rhi«'f>  bchin<l  him,  to  avi-rtain  if 
tliix  wrrc  tak»u  by  surpris**.  as  well  as  hims4<lf.  It  was  apitarent 
that  tliry  wrn-:  for,  un«l<'r*;tandinix  that  a  medirine-rcmuuu\ 
wa-  t.»  tak«-  jlaii'  t-n  the  prairie,  thof  "youn;;  men**  hai]  pre- 
rrdi  *1  tilt'  party  tVoui  the  hut,  and  had.  unknown  to  all  the 
<liiit'>.  i:<»t  j».t*-«---iMii  i»f  thi'*  rops,',  a^  the  best  available  cover, 
wIu'Ij"*'  to  make  tln-ir  «»i>'»rr\ation'*  on  what  was  goin|f  on. 

'•  My  bp'thtr  '»it"»  his  y»»unir  nu'ii,'*  siiid  \v  Rourdon,  quietlv, 
the  ill-taut  a  'hail  «-ahii  had  surn'oili'd  tt»  the  outcries  with 
whii'h  li«'  bid  iM-rii  i;r'<-ti'd.  **  I  tb-'UijIit  he  mi^rht  wish  to  mt 
soiuethini;  t<»  them,  and  my  hw^  uM  me  whereto  fiiij  theni. 
I»of*  niy  broihrr  wi.-h  to  know  any  thing  elsof 
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know,  hiiDN^lf,  what  was  to  be  done  next ;  but  he  mkw  quite 
(lUtiiictly  that  he  waH  in  a  dilemma,  and  mu<<t  manage  to  ^t 
out  of  it  by  Home  means  or  other.  If  he  could  only  succcctl  in 
thiA  instance,  aft  well  as  he  had  succeeded  in  his  former  essay  in 
the  black  art,  all  mi^ht  be  well,  an<l  Margery  be  carried  in  \  . 
triumph  into  the  settlements.  Margery,  ;>ro  htrt  rire,  was  his 
l^oddem  7)f  liberty,  and  he  asked  for  no  higher  reward,  than  ti> 
l»e  |>ermitted  to  live  the  riMnainder  of  his  days  in  the  suiishinc 
of  her  smiles.  Liberty  I  a  word  that  is,  just  now,  in  all  men's 
months,  but  in  liow  few  hearts  in  its  purity  and  truth  I  What 
a  melancholy  mistake,  moreover,  to  suppose  that,  Ci)uld  it  be 
enjtiye<i  in  that  perfection  with  which  the  ima^rinations  of  men 
love  to  cheat  their  judpnents,  it  is  the  ^-at  ^<K>d  of  life !  (hie 
hour  spent  in  humble  veneration  for  the  Being  that  gave  it,  in 
common  with  all  of  earth,  its  va(*illatinjr  and  uncertain  exist- 
ene«\  is  of  more  account  than  ages  passed  in  its  senice;  and  lie 
who  fancies  that  in  worshipping  liberty,  he  answers  the  gn»:a 
end  of  his  existence,  hug*i  a  delusion  quite  as  weak,  and  intin- 
itely  more  dangt*r>as,  than  that  which  now  came  over  the  minds 
of  Tetcr  ami  his  countrymen,  in  n»ferencc  to  the  intelligence  of 
the  lM»e.  It  is  a  gft«vl  thing  t*"*  jM^sses*  the  defective  and  quali- 
ti^Hl  fre<*doni,  which  we  U.*nn  **  liberty ;"  but  it  is  a  grave  erri»r 
tn  M*t  it  up  a«*  an  idol  to  be  worship]>t>d. 

••IX'hat  my  brother  ilo  ntxt  r  deman<led  Ik»ar s  Meat^  who, 
l»eing  a  somewhat  vulgar-mimled  savige,  was  all  for  striking 
and  wonder-working  exhibitions  of  necromancy.  **  P'raps  he 
find  s*»me  honey,  now  f'' 

**  If  you  wi^h  it,  chief.  What  says  Peter  f — shall  I  ask  my 
U'cs  In  tell  wIhtc  there  is  a  hive  T' 

A-*  I'eti-r  verv-  readily  ass*«nted,  le  Hounlon  next  set  about 
nchit'vinir  thi**  new  feat  in  his  art.  The  readier  will  recoljwt 
that  the  jiositions  of  two  hives  wen*  alriMidy  known  to  the  U^e- 
hunter,  by  meunN  of  that  very  simple  an«l  every-«lay  pnH-esH  by 
whirh  he  earned  hi**  bread.  One  of  these  hives  was  in  the 
jMiint  of  wood  alnady  mentioned,  that  lay  alt»ng  the  margin  of 
thi-  prairie  ;  while  the  other  was  in  this  very  copst»,  where  tho 
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wivaj^ftj*  bad  secreted  themselves.  Loden  liad  now  no  thoagbt 
of  giving  any  further  disturbance  to  this  l&*«t-naiiied  colony  «if 
insects;  for  an  in>ight  into  their  existence  might  disturb  tjje  in- 
fluence obtained  by  the  jugglery  of  the  late  discovery,  and  he  at 
once  turned  his  attention  toward  the  other  hive  indicated  by 
his  bees. 

Nor  dill  le  Bourdon  now  deem  it  necessary  to  resort  to  hU 
usual  nii'ans  of  carrying  on  his  trade.  These  were  not  neces- 
sary to  one  who  knew  already  where  the  hive  was  to  be  fonud. 
while  it  opened  the  way  to  certain  mummeries  that  niij;ht  be 
made  to  tell  well  in  support  of  liis  a^tsumed  character.  Catch- 
in<r  a  bee,  then,  and  keeping  it  contined  within  his  tumbU-r, 
Vh'U  held  thi'  last  to  his  car,  as  if  listening  to  what  the  flutti'ring 
iiiMM't  had  to  s:iy.  Having  seemingly  satisfied  himself  on  this 
point,  he  desired  the  chiefs  once  more  to  follow  him,  h.iving 
1ir>t  let  the  bee  go,  with  a  good  deal  t»f  ceremony.  This  set  all 
in  mot  ion  again;  the  party  being  now  increased  by  the  whole 
baml  of  s-ivcgi"i  who  had  been  **  put  up"  from  their  cover. 

T5y  tlii>  time,  Margery  began  to  tremble  for  the  conse«juenc«f^ 
Sin*  had  li<ld  scvcRil  short  conferences  with  le  Bourdon,  as 
tin  y  walked  t<»gcth(*r,  and  had  prnetrated  far  enough  into  bin 
purpoM'>  to  ser  that  he  was  playing  a  ticklish  gaiuc-  It  might 
>ue<'«r.l  for  a  tinii",  but  she  feared  it  must  fail  in  the  end;  and 
tht'ie  wa«»  always  tin*  risk  of  iinurring  the  summary  vongeaniv 
«it"  >a\air<'s.  l*iTliaps  >]ir  ilid  not  fully  appreciate  the  power  of 
MipiTMitit«n.  anil  the  sluirgishnrss  of  tht*  mind  that  on<*e  sulmiits 
i»  it-  iiitlurU'i- :  wli'lf  hw  woman's  h»'art  made  her  keenly 
alixc  to  all  th»^r  fnirhttul  i-onsiNpimrt's  that  must  attend  an  ex- 
ji-'-iiif.  Ni'\i  rilu-li-^s  iioihirii;  «'nuld  ni»w  be  ilone  to  avert  ibo 
r..iiNiijiiiiiri'^.  It  was  i»»n  I.iti*  to  riM't'dt*,  and  things  must  take 
til'  ir  rinir-r,  t'wu  at  all  the  hazards  of  the  ca*i\  That  die 
iiii:^'lit  ift  III'  wholly  UM'|r-«^,  whrn  luT  lover  was  risking  so 
iini'-li   t'.-r  lnTM'lt'     Mari;rry  wi-ll   understanding  that  Arr  eK*a]tr 

was  til il\  s,ri'-iis  .lilH.iiltx  tin*  btvliunter  apprehendisl— tli« 

gill  turiH-.l  all   Ik  r  atti-iition  t<»    lVt<T,  in  wh«i>e  favor  she  felt 
that  sjii-  li;i.l  bern  •laily  gpowiiii;.  and  on  whose  pleasure  s«)  much 
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most  depend.     Chan^ng  her  position  a  little,  she  now  came 
closer  to  the  chief  than  she  had  hitherto  done. 

**  Squaw  like  medi<'ine-nian  ?"  asked  Peter,  with  a  significance'] 
of  oipression  that  raised  a  blush  in  Margery's  check. 

*•  You  mean  to  ask  ine  if  I  like  to  nte  medicine-men  perform/' 
answered  Marjijery,  with  the  readiness  i)f  her  sex.  **  White 
ivonien  are  always  curious,  they  say — how  is  it  with  the  women 
of  the  rc<i  men  ?" 

'*  Juss  so — full  of  curiosity.  Squaw  is  squaw — no  mattei 
■what  Cijlor." 

**  I  am  sorr}%  Peter,  you  do  not  think  hotter  of  squaws. 
Perhaps  you  never  had  a  s(]uaw — no  wifi\  or  daughter  ?" 

A  gleam  of  pt»werful  feeling  shot  athwart  the  <lark  counte- 
nance of  the  Indian,  resembling  the  glare  of  the  electric  fluid 
flushing  on  a  cloud  at  midnight ;  but  it  pa*«sed  away  as  quickly 
as  it  appenrod,  leaving  in  its  stead  the  hard,  condensed  ex- 
pre^*i<m,  which  the  intensity  of  a  purpose  so  long  entertained 
and  cultivated,  had  imprinted  there,  as  linleliMy  as  if  nit  in 
stofie. 

*'  All  ehief  have  sqnaw — all  chief  have  pappoosc — "  was  the 
aiLSwer  that  eame  at  last.      **  What  he  gtnnl  for,  eh  f ' 

**  It  i^  always  g<Mid  to  have  ehildren,  Peter;  especially  when 
the  ehildmi  themselves  are  good." 

**<food  tor  palo-faee,  maybe — no  good  tor  I nj in.  Pale-face 
glad  wh<*n  pa|>poosc  born — re.Iskin  sorry." 

*'l  hope  this  is  not  so.  Why  should  an  Injin  l>e  sorry  to  see 
thr  lauirh  of  his  little  son  f 

*•  Laugh  when  he  little  — p* raps  so;  he  little,  aii«l  «lon*t  know 
what  happen.  Hut  Injin  don't  laugh  any  nn»re  uhen  he  grow 
up.  <famey<»ne;  land  gone;  eorn -firld  gi»ne.  \o  more  room 
f«»r  Ifijili — pale  lace  want  all.  Palefaee  young  man  laugh — 
n  "Ukin  young  man  <Ty.      Dat  how  it  is." 

••(»li!  I  hope  not,  Pftrrl  I  shouM  be  sorry  to  think  it  wan 
so.  The  rcil  man  has  a^  g«>«ul  a  ri:;ht — nay.  he  has  a  />*.'/»r 
riuht  to  thi>  (>ountry  than  ue  whites;  and  (toiI  forbid  that  he 
blioiIM  not  alwavH  have  his  full  share  <»f  the  land!** 
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eavagcs  had  secreted  themselves.  Eoden  had  now  no  thonglit 
of  giving  any  further  disturbance  to  this  last-named  colony  of 
insects ;  for  an  insight  into  their  existence  might  disturb  the  in- 
Hueuce  obtained  by  the  jugglery  of  the  Tafe  discovery,  and  he  at 
once  turned  his  attention  toward  the  other  hive'  indicated  by 
his  bees. 

Nor  did  le  Bourdon  now  deem  it  necessary  to  resort  to  his 
usual  means  of  carrying  on  his  trade.  These  were  not  neces- 
sary to  one  who  knew  already  where  the  hive  was  to  be  found, 
while  it  opened  the  way  to  certain  mummeries  that  might  be 
made  to  tell  well  in  support  of  his  assumed  character.  Catch- 
ing a  bee,  then,  and  keeping  it  confined  within  his  tumbler, 
Ben  held  the  last  to  his  ear,  as  if  listening  to  what  the  fluttering 
insect  had  to  say.  Ilaviug  seemingly  satisfied  himself  on  this 
point,  he  desired  the  chiefs  once  more  to  follow  him,  having 
first  let  the  bee  go,  with  a  good  deal  of  ceremony.  This  set  all 
in  motion  again ;  the  party  being  now  increased  by  the  whole 
band  of  savcges  who  had  been  **  put  up"  from  their  cover. 

By  this  time,  Margery  began  to  tremble  for  thc^  consequences. 
She  had  held  several  short  conferences  with  le  Bourdon,  as 
they  walked  together,  and  had  penetrated  far  enough  into  his 
purposes  to  see  that  he  was  playing  a  ticklish  ganie.  It  might 
succeed  for  a  tiine»  but  she  feared  it  must  fail  in  the  end ;  and 
there  wjis  always  the  risk  of  incurring  the  summary  vengeance 
of  savages.  Perhaps  she  did  not  fully  appreciate  the  power  of 
^superstition,  and  tlie  sluggishness  of  the  mind  that  once  submits 
to  its  influence;  while  her  woiuan^s  heart  made  her  keenlv 
alive  to  all  those  frightful  consequences  that  must  attend  an  ex- 
p(»sure.  Nevertheless,  nothing  could  now  be  done  to  avert  the 
(jonsequonces.  It  was  too  late  to  recede,  and  things  must  take 
their  course,  even  at  all  the  haziirds  of  the  case.  That  she 
might  not  be  wholly  useless,  when  her  lover  was  risking  so 
much  for  herself — Margery  well  understanding  that  her  escape 
was  the  oidy  serious  difficulty  the  bee-hunter  apprehended — the 
girl  turned  all  hi?r  attention  to  Peter,  in  whose  favor  she  felt 
that  she  had  been  daily  growing,  and  on  whose  pleasure  so  much 
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mest  depend*     Chaii^ng  her  position  a  little,  she  now  cam^ 
closer  to  tLe  chief  than  she  had  hitherto  done. 

**  Squaw  like  Hie*lieinc-nii4n  f  asked  Puter,  with  a  significance^ 
of  eii>ressioD  that  raised  a  blush  in  Margery's  clieek.  "^ 

"  You  mean  to  ask  me  if  I  like  to  ne  niediciiie-men  perform," 
answered  Morgei^'i  with  the  readiness  of  her  sex.  **  White 
Twomeii  are  alwaya  cariouH,  they  say — how  m  it  with  the  women 
of  the  red  men  T* 

*'Ju;ss  ao^full  of  cur'o^ity.  Squaw  is  atjuaw — no  matte  I 
TIT  hat  G4>lor,- * 

**  I  am  sorry,  Peter,  you  do  not  think  better  of  squswa 
Perhaps  you  never  had  a  sqiiaw — no  wife^  or  daughter  f" 

A  gleam  of  powerful  finding  bhot  athwart  the  dark  counts- 
naoce  of  the  Indian^  refiembiiiig  tire  glare  of  the  electric  fluid 
flashing  on  a  cloud  at  midnight ;  but  it  passed  away  as  quickly 
as  it  appeared,  leaving  in  its  stead  the  hard,  condensed  ex- 
pression, which  the  intensity  of  a  purpose  so  long  entertained 
and  cultivated,  had  imprinted  there,  as  indelibly  as  if  cut  in 
stone. 

**  All  chief  have  squaw — all  chief  have  pappoose — "  was  the  /^ 
answer  that  came  at  last.      *'  What  he  good  for,  eh?" 

**It  is  always  good  to  have  children,  Peter;  especially  when 
the  children  themselves  are  good." 

**  Good  for  pale-face,  maybe — no  good  for  Injin,  Pale-face 
glad  when  pappoose  born — redskin  sorry." 

**I  hope  this  is  not  so.  Why  should  an  Injin  be  sorry  to  see 
the  laugh  of  his  little  son  ?" 

**  Laugh  when  he  little — p'raps  so;  he  little,  and  don't  know 
what  happen.  But  Injin  don't  laugh  any  more  when  he  grow 
up.  Gamcjjone;  land  gone;  cornfield  gone.  No  more  room 
for  Injin — pale  face  want  all.  Pale -face  young  man  laugh — 
redskin  young  man  cry.     Dat  how  it  is." 

**  Oh !  I  hope  not,  Peter  !  I  should  be  sorry  to  think  it  was 
so.  The  red  man  has  as  good  a  right — nay,  he  has  a  better 
right  to  this  country  than  we  whites ;  and  God  forbid  that  ho 
BhouTcT  not  alvvays  have  his  full  share  of  the  land  !" 


V'"^ 
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^rarirory  probably  owed  hor  life  to  that  honest,  nataral  boist 
of  foi'liiipr,  \s\noh  was  uttered  with  a  warmth  and  sincerity  that 
could  leave  no  doubt  that  the  sentiment  cxprcs-scd  caino  from 
tli(^  heart.  Tlius  singularly  arc  we  constmoicd !  A  minute 
bi'tore.  ami  no  oxoniption  wjls  made  in  the  mind  of  Peter,  in 
behalf  of  this  ;rirl,  in  the  plan  he  had  formed  for  cuttin|if  off  the 
whites ;  on  the  contrary,  he  haii  often  bethought  him  of  the 
iMiinbor  of  youn^c  pale-faees  tliat  niiglit  be,  as  it  were,  strangled 
in  thi.'ir  cra«lles,  by  ineludinir  the  bee-hunter  and  his  intended 
S(}iia\v  in  the  eonleniplat  d  saeritieo.  All  this  was  changed,  as 
in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  by  Margery's  honest  and  fervent  ei- 
)ir('^<ion  of  her  sense  of  right,  on  the  great  subject  that  occu- 
]>ie«l  all  of  Peter's  tli oughts.  Those  sudden  impulses  in  the 
<lire«'tion  of  li»ve  for  our  speeies,  the  second  of  the  high  lessons 
left  by  the  Iledeonjer  to  his  di-^MpIes,  arc  so  many  proofs  of  the 
rn-ation  of  man  in  the  innige  <»f  his  maker.  They  exert  their 
j.owiT  often  when  lea>t  expected,  and  are  ever  stamped  by  the 
.same  imlelible  impre»ion  of  their  divine  origin.  Without 
these  oe«a>i.>iial  ;;liinp<es  at  fliose  qualities  which  arc  so  apt  to 
lie  dormant,  we  mi«:ht  indeed  des]>air  of  the  destinies  of  our 
r;4«e.  We  are,  h-iwever,  in  s:ife  and  niereiful  hands;  and  all  the 
woiflerfui  events  that  are  at  this  nnmient  devehtping  themsches 
ar<iiintl  u>  are  no  «»ther  than  the  ste|»s  taken  by  Pnividence  in 
the  pr-'irrc-^"*  it  i-<  Memlily  making  toward  ihe  gn^at  and  glorious 
ei  d  !  Somi-  i.f  the  airenries  will  be  corrupt;  othen«  deluded; 
and  n<>  oii^'  <»f  tii<-ni  all,  perhaps  will  pursue  with  unerring 
>vi>>d<>m  till-  prcoiM'  path  that  ought  to  be  taken;  but  even  tlie 
cvirif-s.  (iT.ir^.  anil  drlu^i^'iiN  will  be  ma«le  iustniniental  in 
a-liiexiiej  tint  wliieh  was  de-^ii^ned  before  the  foundations  of 
tld>  w.-rl-l  wiTe  lai'l  I 

*'  !»••.•-  mv  daughter  wi^h  thi>  .'*'  returned  Peter,  when  Mar- 
L''  rv  had  thii-*  fi:inkly  an«l  >inei.-n'ly  given  vent  to  her  fcelingk 
**  <  all  :i  pai<-  t.K  !•  Mpiaw  wi>h  ti*  leave  an  Injiu  any  of  \ua  hnnt- 

"T}i<>u-:iiiiU  of  us  \\i-<h  it,  Peter,  and  I  for  one.  Often  and 
i'l'irn  lia\r  ue  talked  of  thi^  aniind  our  family  fire,  and  v%'cn 
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Oenhom,  wbeo  bu  head  haa  not  been  affected  by  fire-water, 
ha»  thoaght  as  we  all  have  thought      I  know  that  Bourdon 
thinks  lo,  too;  and  I  have  heard  him  saj  that  he  thought  Con-  "^j 
grew  ought  to  pasA  a  law  to  prevent  white  men  from  getting  / 
any  more  of  the  Injin's  landn.'* 

The  f&cc  of  Peter  would  have  been  a  remarkable  study,  dur- 
ing the  few  moments  that  hi»  fierce  will  was  in  the  prr>ce(«8  of 
being  brought  in  subjugation  to  the  infiuonoe  of  his  better  feci-  . 
ingH.  At  first  he  appeared  bewildered  ;  then  compunction  had 
its  shade ;  and  human  sympathy  came  last,  asserting  its  long 
dormant,  but  inextinguishable  power.  Margery  saw  some  of 
this,  though  it  far  exceeded  her  penetration  to  read  all  the 
workings  of  that  stern  and  savi^i^e  mind ;  yet  she  felt  encouraged 
by  w  hat  she  did  see  and  understand. 

While  an  almighty  and  divine  Provi<lence  was  thus  carr^'ing 
out  its  own  grarious  designs  in  its  own  way,  the  bee-hunter 
continued  bent  on  reaching  :i  similar  end  by  means  of  his  own. 
Little  dil  he  imagine  how  much  had  been  thuic  for  him  within 
the  !a>t  fi'W  moments  and  hi>w  greatly  all  he  had  in  view  was 
je«»panlrd  and  put  at  risk  hy  hisuwn  contrivnncos— contrivances 
whi<'h  M'cnie«|  to  hiiu  si»  olerrr,  hut  which  wen.*  wanting  in  the 
unrrriiii;  Muiplicity  and  tnith  that  rcmler  those  that  c«»mc  fr«un 
above  intallihh'.  Still,  tiie  cxp«Mlicnts  nf  lo  IWirdon  may  have 
liad  their  agency  in  hringinjx  alnnit  events,  and  may  have  l>een 
iiitentled  to  he  a  )>art  of  that  moral  nuu^hinery,  which  was  now 
at  uiirk  ill  the  hrea^t  i*(  IVter,  for  i;o«»d. 

rt~wni  h(*  remeniberetl  that  thi-  bee-hunter  liabitually  carried 
a  ^uiiiW  *>py-ghiss,  as  a  jiart  of  the  iiiipleiuents  of  his  calling.  It 
4-ii:ihled  liiin  to  wat«'h  the  hces,  as  tliey  went  in  and  came  out 
•  •f  t)ii'  hivt's  oil  the  highest  trei-s,  and  ot'ten  ?^ive»l  him  hours  of 
fniitl-  >^  «'areh.  This  glas^  wjis  now  in  his  han«l ;  ft»r  an  ob- 
ject on  a  dead  tree,  that  ro<e  a  littl(>  ai>art  frmi  thoHC  an>und 
it,  an«i  which  stood  (piit.*  near  the  e\tn*me  pfdnt  in  the  fon>st, 
t-'War-l  wliiih  lh»*y  urr«-  nil  j»roceeding,  hatl  cauirht  hi**  atten- 
tion. Thi'  dixtanee  wa^  still  too  great  to  ascertain  hy  the  naked 
«yi*   what   that   ohject  was;  but  a  sin:;le  l«M>k   with  the  gla*(s 
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sbuwcd  that  it  was  a  bear.  This  was  an  old  enemy  of  the  bee- 
hunter,  who  often  encountered  the  aninml,  endeavoring  to  pet 
at  tlio  hoiH'v,  and  ho  h.id  on  divers  occasions  been  ob]i|ved  to 
deal  with  tliesc  phinderers,  before  he  could  succeed  in  liis  own 
plans  of  pilfrrinjy.  Tlie  bear  now  seen  continne<l  in  sight  bat 
an  instant;  the  hei^rht  to  which  he  had  clambered  being  w 
pre.nt,  most  j)ro]>al)ly,  as  to  wean*  him  with  the  effort,  and  to 
coinpi'l  him  t^)  fall  back  ap^ain.  All  this  was  favorable^  to  le 
IJounloirs  wi'.hos,  who  immediately  called  a  halt. 

The  first  tliinp  tljat  Bourdon  did,  when  all  the  dark  ey« 
wort'  ^Icaminix  «»n  him  in  fierce  curiosity,  was  to  catch  a  bee 
and  hold  it  to  his  car.  as  it  ))uzzed  a)>out  in  the  tuniblvr. 

**  You  t'ink  <lat  Iwe  talk  T  TVter  asked  of  Marc^i^ry,  in  a  tonr 
of  r«-mtidoin'o,  as  if  a  newly -awakened  principle  now  exuled 
between  them. 

**  I>onnlon  must  think  ^o.  Peter,"  the  pirl  evasivtdy  answer- 
cd,  **  or  he  would  hanlly  listen  to  heir  what  it  s;iys." 

*'  It  *4tr;iiiire.  bee  should  talk  I  Almos'  as  stmnfi^  as  pale-ftcf 
^\ish  to  leavir  Iiijin  any  lan<l  I  Sartain,  bee  talk,  eli  P 

**  I  have  never  heani  one  talk,  IVter,  unless  it  might  be  in  iff 
biizziriir.  That  may  lie  the  tongue  of  a  bee,  for  any  thing  ! 
ktiow  to  the  ernitrary." 

liy  this  time  le  IJounlon  seemed  to  be  satisfied,  and  let  the 
)mt  1^1 1 ;  liir  savaires  murmurini^  thrir  wonder  and  adminiti>w. 

'•  l)o  my  l»n»thers  \\ish  to  hunt  f"  asked  the  bee-hunter  ii 
a  vt»i«i'  •»«»  lou'l  that  all  near  miirht  hear  what  he  had  to  say. 

Tlii<  <|UfMi«in  |»roi|neril  a  movement  at  once.  Skill  in 
liuntinir.  in\t  to  siie.N'ss  on  the  war-path,  constitutes  the  grff/i 
nifrit  •>!'  an  Indian:  anil  it  i<4  ever  his  deli>;ht  to  show  that  ht 
po^HiSM"*  it.  No  MHiiuT  did  le  I>ourdon  thn>w  out  hlWericR 
thiTi-ton\  than  a  L'^'ucral  e\elamati«)n  proclaimed  the  n*adiacM 
ot'ail  tin*  y<M]iii;  tin'ii.  in  particular,  to  join  in  the  chaao. 

'•  I.rt  ni\  hrothir-i  e.ane  rloMT."  s;iid  Ben,  in  an  aiithniiia' 
tive  niannt-r  :  **  I  lia\«'  •^•►nn'thini:  to  put  into  their  €»ar*.  T1l*y 
*«<'<•  thai  pi'int  ot'  wood,  wln-re  the  ilead  b:tHs-wouil  has  falle*M 
thr  prairie.     Near  that  ha'^s-wood  U  honey,  and  near  that  hoaflf 
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wn  bem.  Thk  mj  beea  haTe  told  me.  Now,  let  my  brothen 
dmde,  and  some  go  into  the  woods,  and  some  sUj  on  the 
prairie ;  then  they  will  have  plenty  of  sweet  food/' 

As  all  thtt  was  very  simple,  and  easily  to  be  comprehended, 
not  a  moment  was  lost  in  Uie  execution.  With  surprising  order 
and  aptitude,  the  chiefs  led  oflf  their  parties;  one  line  of  dark 
waniors  penetrating  the  forest  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  bass- 
wood,  and  another  on  its  western ;  while  a  goodly  number 
scattered  themselves  on  the  prairie  itself^  in  its  front  In  lest 
than  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  signals  came  from  the  forest  that 
the  baiiue  was  ready,  and  Peter  gave  the  answering  sign  to 
proceed. 

Down  to  this  moment,  doubts  existed  among  the  savages 
concerning  the  accuracy  of  le  Bourdon's  statement  How  was 
it  pomibic  that  his  bees  should  tell  him  where  he  could  find 
bears  i  To  be  sure,  bears  were  the  great  enemies  of  bees — this 
every  Indian  knew — but  could  the  bees  have  a  faculty  of  thus 
arming  one  enemy  against  anotlicr  f  These  doubts,  however, 
were  soon  allayed  by  the  sudden  appearance  of  a  drove  of 
bears,  eifg;ht  or  ten  in  number,  that  came  waddling  out  of  the 
woods  <irivcn  before  the  circle  of  shouting  hunters  that  had 
been  fomied  within. 

Now  commenced  a  scene  of  wild  tumult  and  of  fierce  delight 
The  warriors  on  the  prairie  retired  before  their  enemies  until 
all  of  their  amociates  were  clear  of  the  forent  when  the  circle 
swiftly  clof^^d  again,  until  it  had  brought  the  l>ears  to  something 
like  close*  quartent.  Bear*s  Meat,  as  became  his  appellation,  led 
ofi*  the  dance,  letting  fly  an  arrow  at  the  nearest  animal  Aa- 
touncIcfT  by  tlie  great  number  of  their  enemies,  and  not  a  little 
appalleil  by  their  yells,  the  poor  quadrupeds  did  not  know  which 
way  to  turn.  Orcasionaliy,  attempts  were  made  to  break 
through  the  circle,  but  the  flight  of  arrows,  aimed  directly  at 
their  faces  invariably  drove  the  creatures  back.  Fire-arms 
were  not  rei«orted  to  at  all  in  this  hunt,  spears  and  arrows 
being  the  wea|>onH  depended  on.  Several  ludicrous  incidents 
occurred,  but  none  that  were  tiagicaL     One  or  two  of  the 


] 


as  I  THE     OAK     0PEN1N08. 

more  rocklcss  of  the  hunters,  ambitious  of  shining  before  the 
rcpn's<Mitativ(>A  of  so  luauy  tribes,  ran  rather  greater  risks  than 
were  required,  but  they  escaped  with  a  few  smart  scnitchc%.  In 
one  iiistanre,  however,  a  young  Indian  had  a  still  narrower 
mfiuvze  for  his  life.  Literally  a  8t/ueeze  it  was,  for,  suffering  him- 
self to  ^et  within  the  ^rrasp  of  a  bear,  he  came  near  being 
]>ro>sod  to  death,  ere  his  companions  could  dispatch  the  crea- 
ture. As  for  the  prisoner,  the  only  means  he  had  to  prevent 
his  beinir  bitten,  was  t4>  thrust  the  head  of  his  spear  into  the 
bear*s  nioutli,  whore  he  succeeded  in  holding  it,  spite  of  the 
anirnars  etfort*^  to  s«|neezc  him  into  submission.  By  the  time 
tli'iN  «'<>iiibat  was  terminated,  the  iield  was  strewn  with  the  slain; 
every  one  of  the  bears  havincf  been  killed  by  hunten  so  much 
]>rai'tised  in  the  art  of  destroying  game. 
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CHAPTER  XXI. 

**  She  was  an  only  child— her  name  GlDfm ; 
Th4'  Jof,  the  pride  of  u  indulKvnt  fkthcr; 
And  in  her  fifteenth  jear  became  a  britle, 
MarryiiMr  an  only  ton.  Francesco  l^iria, 
Her  plajmatc  ttwn  hvr  birtli.  aotl  hiT  flrat  li>vi-.** 

ROOBBS. 

I>rRiNO  the  hunt  there  w«iji  little  leisure  for  reflection  on  the 
M'finin^ly  extniorJinar}'  niunnor  in  which  the  hec-huntor  had 
p<»inteil  out  the  s|H)t  where  the  hoan*  were  to  be  found.  No 
one  of  the  Indians  had  seen  him  apply  the  itIhhm  to  his  eye,  for, 
leatlint;  the  party,  he  Iia<l  hoen  ahlc  to  do  tliin  unobsor\e<l ; 
l»ut,  had  they  witnfsse<l  such  a  pr«»ce<luro,  it  uoulil  have  lK*en 
as  inexjklirahlo  as  all  the  rest.  It  !•<  true,  (.'rowsfeather  and  one 
or  two  f>f  liiA  companions  had  taken  a  look  thnm^h  that  niedi- 
cinc-j^la<s,  hut  it  nit  her  contrihuted  to  increase  tht*  cnnjumr's 
rvnowu,  than  sened  to  explain  any  of  the  mar\*els  he  per- 
fonncd. 

I*eter  ^as  most  stnn'k  with  all  that  had  just  occurre«l.  He 
had  often  heard  <»f  the  skill  i»f  thost*  who  hunted  hec^  and  had 
M*v«'nd  times  met  ^ith  individuals  who  ]»nictisiMl  the  art,  hut 
thi»  was  the  first  m-canion  on  which  he  had  ever  heen  a  witness, 
in  his  own  jK'r54.in,  <»f  the  exen*is*.»  of  a  cnift  so  wonderful!  Had 
the  process  been  simply  that  of  catching  a  Ikhj,  filling  it  with 
hoiK*y,  letting  it  i;o,  and  then  following  it  to  its  hive,  it  would 
have  iH'cn  (*«»  simple  as  ti>  re<piire  no  explanation.  But  Peter 
VI  as  t<Hi  intcllijrcnt,  as  well  iis  too  obsen'ant,  not  to  have  seen 
that  a  frro&t  deal  more  than  this  was  necessary.  On  the  sup* 
position  that  the  In'c  flew  ti»intrd  the  forest,  as  had  l>een  the 
\':\rX  \\'\\\\  two  of  the  l»e«*s  taken  that  morning,  in  what  part  of 
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that  forest  was  the  hunter  to  h>ok  for  the  bee-trcc?  It  was  th* 
aii<rle  that  poq)loxcd  Peter,  as  it  did  all  the  Indiana ;  for  that 
aiif^lo,  to  be  understood,  requinnl  a  dep^ree  of  knowledge  and 
ealeuhition  that  entirely  exceeded  all  he  had  erer  acquiivd. 
Thus  is  it  with  us  ever.  The  ]K>wers,  and  fiM^ultiea,  and  prin- 
eiples  that  are  necessary  fully  to  comprehend  all  that  wc  ace, 
and  all  that  >urrounds  us,  exist  and  have  been  bcdtowed  on  man 
by  his  bcneticcnt  Creator.  Still,  it  is  only  by  alow  degneea 
that  he  is  to  become  their  master,  ae<]uirin^  knowledge  step  bj 
step,  as  he  has  need  of  its  ser\-ices,  and  learns  how  tu  use  iL 
Suili  seems  to  be  the  desijru  «>f  Pnividenee,  which  is  |n«<iuailj 
npi'iiiiiir  to  our  inquiries  the  arcana  of  nature,  in  order  that  we 
may  convert  their  possession  into  such  uses  as  will  adrancc  ita 
nwn  A\i>e  intentions.  Happy  are  they  who  feel  this  truth  in 
tla-ir  rhararter  of  individuals !  Thrice  happy  the  nrntiona  whick 
can  lu>  made  to  understand,  that  the  surest  progresa  is  that 
uhirl)  is  made  on  the  dearest  principles,  and  with  the  gnalesl 
e.'iuti-'n  !  The  ni>tion  of  setting:  up  any  thing  new  in  morala, 
i>  a^  t'allaeious  in  theory  as  it  will  be  found  to  be  dangerona  ia 
jira«-ti«T. 

It  lia^  been  said  that  a  sudden  change  had  come  over  the 
til  K'c  purpnse>  nf  Peter.  For  some  time,  the  nature,  artlcaa- 
nrn^,  tnitii,  teininine  jilay fulness  and  kindness  not  to  say  per- 
Miiial  Im  .tiity  of  Maiyery.  had  been  gnidually  softening  the 
hrart  «»t"  tlii-i  stern  savaire,  as  it  resj>octed  the  girl  henelt 
Niithiiiir  of  a  Weak  nature  wa^^  blended  with  this  feeling,  which 
\\.'i<>  puii-ly  tlie  t;ri>utli  «>f  that  divine  principle  that  is  impUnted 
in  u<>  all.  Till-  «iuiit,  earnest  manner  in  which  the  giri  had, 
that  da\.  protcMed  Ikt  de<>ire  to  see  the  rijyrhta  of  the  red  mas 
rr<*pi'et«d.  iiiMipietcil  her  eoiu|ue'^t  :  ami,  so  far  as  the  great 
•  liii'f  wa.*«  iMn<-4  rncd.  seen  red  her  safety.  It  may  seem  singular, 
lini»fv<r.  that  IVtiT,  with  all  hi>  influence,  was  unable  to  aar 
that  even  our  that  he  was  so  much  disposed  to  favor,  shoukl  be 
s) tare- 1.  Hy  means  of  his  own  elo(|uen<*e,  and  perBereraiiee« 
and  -h't-p  de>ire  for  \i>ni<:eanee,  however,  he  had  arouaed  a  spirit 
amtmi;  lii>  foljnwer^  that  wa^  imt  so  easily  quelled.     On  aereni 
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<»ccMionfl,  he  had  found  it  difficult  to  prevent  the  younger  and 
inori'  inipctuouA  of  the  chiefr  from  proceeding  at  once  to  secure 
the  scalpfl  of  thi>«;  who  were  in  their  power ;  and  this  he  had 
done,  only  by  promising  to  increaj«e  the  number  of  the  victims. 
How  was  he  then  to  lessen  that  number  ?  and  that,  too,  when 
circumstances  did  not  seem  likely  to  throw  any  more  immedi- 
ately into  his  power,  as  he  had  once  hoped.  This  council  must 
■oon  be  over,  and  it  would  not  be  in  his  power  to  send  the 
chieft  away  without  enumerating  the  scalps  of  the  pale-faces 
present  among  those  which  were  to  make  up  the  sum  of  their 
race. 

Taking  the  perplexity  produced  by  the  bee-hunter's  necro- 
mancy, and  adding  it  to  liis  concern  for  Margery,  Peter  found 
ample  subject  for  all  his  reflections.  While  the  young  men 
were  tlressing  their  bears,  an<l  making  the  preparations  for  a 
feast,  he  walked  apart,  like  a  man  whose  thoughts  had  little  in 
common  with  the  surrimnding  scene.  Even  the  further  pro- 
ceedings of  le  Bounlon,  who  had  discovered  his  bee-tree,  had 
felled  it,  and  was  then  distributing  the  honey  among  the  In- 
dians, rould  not  dniw  him  from  his  meditations.  Tlie  great 
council  of  all  wan  to  be  held  that  very  day — there,  on  Prairie 
R<»und — and  it  was  imperative  on  Peter  to  settle  the  policy  he 
intended  to  pursue,  previously  to  the  hour  when  the  lire  waa  to 
bt*  lighted,  an<l  the  chiefs  met  in  tinal  consultation. 

In  the  mean  time,  le  Hourdon.  by  his  distribution  of  the 
honey,  no  less  than  by  the  manner  in  which  he  ha<l  found  it, 
was  winning  goMen  opinions  of  th«»se  wh«>  shared  in  his  bounty, 
Ihie  would  think  that  the  i<lea  of  property  is  implanted  in  ua 
by  nature,  since  men  in  all  o<»nditii»ns  ap(>ear  to  entertain  strong 
and  distinct  n4»tions  <»f  this  right.  Natural  it  may  not  be,  in 
the  true  signitioation  of  the  tenn  :  but  it  is  a  right  so  inter- 
wi»ven  with  those  that  are  derived  fr«>m  nature,  and  more  par- 
ticularly with  our  wHuts,  as  almost  to  identify  it  with  the 
iiidivitiiial  being.  It  is  certain  that  all  we  have  of  civiliaation 
iH  ile|M*ndent  on  a  just  protection  of  this  right;  for,  without  the 
utMurance  of  enjoying  his  earnings,  who  would  produce  bejond 
15 
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tlic  sii}>ply  iK'cosHry  tor  liis  4iwii  iuiiiicduite  waiitn^     Aimkiiir 
the  Aiiuriicjin  sava^^es  tlio  rights  of  prr>jH'rty  are  diMinotlr  rr- 
(•ojxiiizo«l.  so   far  i\h  their  habits   ami  n-soiirees   extend.     The 
hiintiiiir-jcrroiiiHl  holDiijr?*  to  the  tril»e,  and  oivasionally  the  field: 
but  the  wiirwaiii,  and  the  arms,  arnl  the  skins,  botli  fur  ii«e  and 
tor  market,  and  i»ften  the  hnrses,  and  all  «»ther  movables,  lielonc 
to  till'  iudiviihial.     So  sacred  is  this  rijrht  held  to  he.  that  do( 
one  (»f  tlin.M-  who  stood  liy,  and  s;iw  le  Bounlon  fell  his  tfve, 
and  who  witmssfd  tlie  operation  of  bringing  to  lijjhl  it*  *t*»iv* 
of  honey,  a]>p«'ared  to  drrani  of  meddling  with  the  <ii*)iei«in^ 
>ture.  utitil  invited  >o  to  «lo  by  its  hovfnl  owner.      It  unh  thi« 
ri'MTvr.  and  this  n'sjiert  tor  a  nMMijrnized  ])rin«'iple,  that  enabled 
the  bee-hunter  to  jMirelia>e  a  «^reat  »Ieal  of  popularity,  by  ciTinff 
away  liberally  an  ailiele  so  nin«*li  prized.      None,   indee«i.  was» 
reserved;  Boden  sceiiii;  the  inijM)ssibility  of  earryiiiij  it  away. 
Happy  would  he  have  been,  most  happy,  eonhl  he  have  felt  the 
;i<»^iiranee  of  beiiij;  a])le  t^i  ;ret   Margery  off,  withtuit  •rivinc  a 
M-rniid  tlioiiirlit  to  any  i»f  his  etfei-ts,  whether  ]»resi'nt  «»r  afnk'nt. 
As  has  been   intimated,   the  bee-hunter  wa-*  fast   ri^ini;  in 
the  favor  of  the  warriors  :  partirularly  of  those  wh«»  had  a  weak* 
H'^'i  oil  the  More  of  tlu-  stoma<di.     Tins  is  the  first  jjreat  avonne 
!.»  the  favor  of  man-  the  belly  ruling  all  the  •»ther  meinhers 
the  braiiiN  inehnh'd.      All  this  1*eter  noted,  an<i  wa^  ntiw  i;)»l 
t..  pereeive;    for,   in   aijilition   t<i  the  fa%'or  that    Margt^rv  hi*l 
t'"iind  in  his  eyes,  that  wary  ehief  had  (rertain  very  seriou*  iiii*- 
■_riviiii;H  on  the  -nbjeet  of  the  prudence  of  attempting  to  'Jeil 
harshly  with  a  nn-.lii-ine-man  of  r>oden*s  ealibn*.    Tourhins  th- 
\\hl'»ki'y-'»prinir    lie    had    been    doubtful,   from    the  first;  itwi 
<'row«.tr;iTlirr''»  aeriHint   of  the  wDudertuI  glass  thmiii;h  whieb 
that  «'liiif  }i;i.l   li.oke.l.  Mild  ^e«'n  men  n»duee«i  to  ehildren.  aD>l 
tfien  r.>ii\<'rii-d  iiil'i  iri:int<.  hail  tailed  to  conquer  hi* neeptieifin: 
but  he  \\a'>  not  altoi/ttlier  pntof  air^dnst  what  he  had  that  di* 
I'l'lii'l.i  with  hi^nwii  r\r<.     TheM>  marvels  shook  hi«  piwiiMi^ 
.•piiii«'n  t..u.hinir  the  other  matter*;  and,  ahogether,  the  HVcH 
\\a«»  !■•  i-li-vati-  the  bet -liinitert-i  a  height,  that  it  really  nppeaifti 
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While  Peter  waA  tbuH  shakeD  with  donbtfl — and  that,  too,  on  a 
point  on  whirh  he  had  hitherto  rtood  as  firm  aa  a  rock — there 
wa!«  another  in  the  crowd,  who  noted  the  Rowing  favor  of  le 
Ikturdon  with  deep  ilisgoAt.  This  man  could  hardly  be  termed 
a  chief,  though  he  poMCMed  a  malignant  power  that  was  often  ( 

wielded  to  the  discomfiture  of  those  who  were.     He  went  by  '    '  V 

the  significant  appellation  of  **  The  WeaHcl,"  a  sobriquet  that  /} 

had  I  teen  bestowed  on  him  for  some  supposed  resemblance  to 
the  little  pilfering,  prowling  quadnipcd  after  which  he  was  thus 
named.  In  person,  and  in  physical  qualities  generally,  this 
in<iiviihial  was  mean  and  ill-favored ;  and  squalid  habits  con- 
tributed to  ren<ler  him  even  less  attractive  than  ho  might  other- 
wise have  been.  lie  was,  moreover,  ]mrti<Milarly  addicted  to 
intenifH'mnce  ;  lying,  wall(»wing  like  a  hog.  for  days  at  a  time, 
whenever  liis  tribe  received  any  of  the  am])le  contribution  of 
tin-water,  whirh  it  was  then  more  the  custom  than  it  is  to-iiay, 
to  send  among  the  aborigines.  A  warrior  of  no  renown,  a 
huntrr  si»  iniiitferi'nt  as  to  compel  his  s(|uaw  and  pappooses 
oft^'n  to  lK»g  for  foo<l  in  stnmgc  lo<lges,  of  mean  pres4»nce,  and 
a  ilninkard,  it  may  seem  extraordinary  that  th<»  Weasel  should 
|H'!^M.*>sany  inHuence  amid  so  many  chiefs  renowned  tor  courage, 
wi^bim,  deeds  in  anus,  on  the  hunt,  and  for  services  around 
the  «'ouu('il-fin'.  It  was  all  due  to  his  tongue,  l^ngque,  or 
the  Weasel,  was  eloquent  in  a  high  degrt»e — possessing  that 
\ariety  tif  his  art  which  most  a<ldresses  itself  to  the  piission», 
and,  stninge  Jis  it  may  seem,  men  are  «»ftener  and  more  easily 
leii  by  those  wliti  4I0  little  else  than  promise,  than  by  those 
who  a«*tually  perform.  A  lying  and  fluent  tongue  becomes  a 
jKiwer  <if  itself,  ^ith  the  mas!H»s ;  subverting  reason,  looking 
down  justice,  bn>w-beating  truth,  and  otherwise  placing  the 
wrong  before*  the  right.  Tliis  (piality  the  Weasel  possessed  in 
a  high  degree,  an<l  was  ever  billing  to  U'^e,  on  occasions  that 
heem«Mj  most  likfly  to  dt*feat  the  wishes  of  those  he  hat«<l. 
Among  the  last  was  Peter,  whose*  known  ascendency  in  his  own 
particular  triln;  had  bem  a  s<»un*e  i»f  great  envy  and  uiieastnes# 
to  this  Indian.     He  had  struggled  hani  to  mist  it,  an  J  bad 
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even  dared  to  speak  in  favor  of  the  palc-faccSf  and  in  opposition 
to  tlie  plan  of  cutting  them  all  off,  purely  with  a  disposition  to 
oppose  this  niysterions  ittranger.  It  had  l>cen  in  vain,  however; 
the  onrrent  running  the  other  way,  and  the  fier}*  el«>quciice  of 
IVter  proving  too  strong  even  for  him.  Now,  to  his  raqmiie, 
frr>m  a  few  W4>rdH  ilmpped  casualty,  t]ii»  man  &Hoertained  that 
their  greatest  lea<1er  was  disposed  so  far  to  relent,  as  not  to 
«lestroy  all  the  pale-faees  in  his  p<iwer.  Whom,  and  how  many 
he  meant  to  spare,  Ung<jue  eouhl  not  tell ;  but  hl9  quick« 
pnu'tised  <lisreniment  deteete«l  the  geneml  disposition,  anil  hi« 
ruthless  tendency  to  opp<»ve,  caused  him  to  cast  aUmt  for  the 
moans  of  resisting  this  sudden  inclination  to  show  mercy.  With 
the  We;isel,  the  nmviiig  principle  was  ever  that  «>f  the  dema- 
gogue; it  was  to  tl.itter  the  mjuis  that  he  might  leail  it :  And  he 
had  an  innate  hostility  to  w hatever  was  fnmk,  manly,  and  nnhle. 

The  tinu'  had  now  come  when  the  Indians  wished  to  In*  al^^ne. 
At  this  council  it  was  their  intention  to  come  to  an  imp«»rtaiit 
djMi«iinii :  and  evi'u  the  **  young  men,"  unless  chiefs,  were  to  I* 
nunly  <lisiant  siiiM-taiors.  IVter  mmiI  for  le  ll«mnlon,  ac<t»rd- 
iiiLrly,  and  i*<»niuniiiicated  his  wish  that  all  the  whites  WimM 
nturn  to  the  ca>tle,  whither  he  promised  to  join  them  abv^t 
thr  M'ttitiir  of  thf  Min,  or  early  the  succeeding  day. 

"Orir  ot*  you,  you  know — dat  my  wigwam,"  saitl  the  sjriro 
rliirf,  <iiiiliiiir  i>n  Man/rPi'  with  a  friendly  eye,  and  shaking 
hands  with  tlit*  Imt  hunter,  who  thought  his  manner  le^<  roi»- 
stniiiHil  than  on  former  . similar  occasions.  *'Get  gt)«'ta]  flapper 
for  olr  hijin,  young  xpiaw:  dat  juss  what  s«|uaw  ginnl  ftir.** 

Margrry  lauirhiiiLrly  ]>romised  to  rememher  his  injunrti«Hi. 
an«l  went  h«r  wa\.  rlo-ily  attt-ndrd  hy  hiT  lover.  The  rorpoial 
fi'llownl,  armed  to  the  tct-th,  and  keeping  at  just  such  a  div 
tan<M>  from  the  yoiiii«r  jtcoplr,  a«i  might  enable  them  to  conrerw 
without  iM'ing  ovrrhi-ard.  As  for  the  missionar}*,  he  was  de- 
taiii«*il  a  nioiiHMit  hy  Trter.  the  others  moving  slowly,  in  oidcr 
to  ])ormit  him  to  runic  up.  ere  they  hail  gi>ne  their  first  mye. 
Of  roiiise,  the  mysterious  chief  IumI  not  detained  Panon  Anm 
witht>ut  a  motive. 
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'*\ly  brother  ha8  told  mc  many  curious  thinga,**  said  Pctor, 
when  alone  with  the  missionary,  and  speaking  now  in  the  lan- 
g\Li^  of  the  Ojchwavf* — **  many  very  curious  things.  I  like  to 
li*44.*n  to  them.  Once  he  told  me  how  the  pale-face  young  men 
t:ike  their  rt<]uaws.** 

•*  I  remomber  to  have  told  you  this.  We  ask  the  Great 
Spirit  to  bk'SK  our  marriages,  and  the  ceremony  is  commonly 
|K*rfonned  by  a  priest.  This  is  our  practice,  Peter;  though 
not  necessary,  I  think  it  good." 

*•  Yes;  gooii  alway  for  j)alc-facc  t  >  do  }>ale-face  fashion,  and 
for  Injin  to  do  Injin  fas1il«>n.  Don*t  want  me«licine-man  to  get 
red-skin  squaw.  Open  wigwam  d(Kir,  an<l  she  come  in.  Dat 
Plough.  If  she  don't  wish  to  eoine  in,  c.in't  make  her.  Squaw 
gr>  to  warrior  she  likes  ;  warrior  ask  s({uaw  he  likes.  But  it  U 
best  for  pale-fjwe  to  take  his  wife  in  ]mlc-face  fashion.  Dtws 
not  my  brother  see  a  young  man  of  his  people,  and  a  young 
maiden,  that  he  had  bettrr  bring  together  and  bless  T' 

'*  You  must  mean  liourdon  iind  Margery,'*  answered  the  mis- 
sionary, in  Knglish,  after  a  moment's  retleetion.  **  The  i<lea  is 
a  new  one  to  me;  for  my  mind  has  been  nmeh  oecn]»ied  of  late, 
with  other  and  more  important  matters;  though  I  now  plainly 
s«'0  what  you  mejin  !'* 

'*  Tliat  tlowrr  of  the  openings  wouM  soon  fade,  if  the  young 
be«*-huiiter  should  leave  it  alone  on  the  pniirifs.  This  is  the 
will  of  the  <rreat  Spirit.  He  ]MitH  it  into  the  mimis  of  the 
young  MjuawH  to  see  all  things  well  that  the  hunter^  of  their 
fanr»y  do.  Why  he  has  made  th«'  yi»ung  with  this  kindness  for 
Ciwh  •»thrr,  ]M>rlmps  my  bri>ther  knows.  He  is  wi^*,  and  has 
tnioks.  The  poor  InjiiiH  have  non<'.  Thi'y  can  «»«»  only  with 
th«*  eyes  tln'V  got  from  Injins,  like  themselves.  But  one  thini^ 
th«'y  know.  What  the  tin-at  Spirit  lia-s  eiMumanded,  is  goo«l. 
Injiris  «'an*tmake  it  any  better.  They  can  do  it  hann,  but  thfv 
ran  *\*t  it  no  good.  Lrt  my  brother  bless  the  couple  that  the 
Maniti»u  has  broui^ht  t«>y:i'tlHT." 

*M  l»elievo  I  understand  you,  iVter.  and  will  think  of  this. 
And  ni>w  that   I  must  lea\»*  you  fv)r  a  little  while*  let  mc  Iwg 
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you  to  tliiiik  of  this  matter  of  the  oripn  of  your  tribes  candi-1- 
ly,  antl  with  oarc.  Every  thiiiff  depends  on  your  people*f^  iH»t 
inistakinrjr  the  tnith,  in  this  great  matter.  It  m  oa  ncoes^^rr  for 
a  nation  to  know  its  duties  as  for  a  single  man.  Promise  me 
to  think  of  this,  IVtor." 

**  My  hrothor's  words  have  come  into  my  ean* — they  an* 
jfood/'  n'tiimcd  the  Indian,  eourteonsly.  **  We  will  think  of 
thorn  at  tlio  council,  if  my  brother  will  Idefts  hi^  youiu;  man  and 
younijj  maiden,  acconlinjj  to  the  law  of  hiH  people.'* 

••*  1  will  })ri»miso  to  do  this,  Peter;  or  to  urjre  Bonn  Ion  and 
Marirery  to  ijo  it,  if  you  will  ]>romise  t«>  speak  to-day,  in  oiiun- 
<-i!,  of  ilio  hi>tt»ry  of  your  forefathers,  and  to  take  into  ronid«len- 
tion,  once  more,  the  jjreat  (|U<'stion  of  y«iur  bein^  llelirews." 

•"  1  will  speak  as  my  l)rother  wislies — let  him  do  a«  1  wi^h. 
Li't  him  t«'ll  me  tliat  1  can  siiy  to  the  chiefs  before  the  sun  lia? 
fallen  the  Iciiuth  of  my  arm,  that  the  yount;  pah*-face  l»ee-hanter 
has  taken  tin-  voiiul;  paK'-faee  squaw  into  his  wi^r^'am.** 

"1  do  not  under>iarid  your  motive,  Peter;  but  that  which 
you  a^k  is  wIm-.  anil  accordinir  to  (iod's  laws  and  it  shall  \* 
dune.  Fare  you  well,  then,  for  a  sesis<»n.  When  we  a;:aiD 
niet't,  Iioui-ibin  and  Margery  sliall  be  one.  if  my  |H*r^nasioi» 
e.in  |»n'\ail,  an«l  you  will  have*  jjnsM'd  this  matter  «»f  the  lo*t 
trilM'N  aLfain,  Inune  t«)  yi»ur  peojile.  Fare  you  well,  Peter;  fare 
\i»U  wi-ll." 

Tiiey  Mp:irat«Ml ;  the  Indian  with  a  cold  smile  of  oonrtesy. 
but  uitli  lii'»  ruthless  intentions  as  respccteii  the  missionar}' in 

II' »  di'uT' haiiirfd.      ImmIi-u  an<l   Manrery  alone  wen*  exempt 

triiiii  v.'ii._rr;iiii-e.  ;i«'i'«»rdiiiir  t«»  hi-*  pre>ent  doitrns.  An  uiuc- 
•••miit.iMr  i^entlene^s  nf  terliui^  •:ov«'nie»l  hiui,  as  eonneetcd  »itb 
till-   irirl :   while   '.uper-^tiiion,   an<]  tinr   lircail    of  an   unknimn 

powtT,  had  it^  lull  iiitlue.n« n  Iii^  determination  to  >\kuv  h<T 

\'t\rr.  TIuti-  rniudit  be  si>me  taint  ray  of  human  fivlini;  cW 
ni«  riiiL;  ani«»!ii:  the  tier-e  tires  that  so  Mcadily  burnetl  in  the 
bn;i-t  ..t*  tbi-  ^:iv;ii;e;  l»ut  they  were  so  nmch  oeiipsetl  by  the 
bri'.ditrr  lii:lit  that  ixli-.-uiM-ii  anuind  them,  as  to  be  liarely  pff* 
.'••ptible.  i'\rii  i-»  biin^ilf.     The  n-Huh  nf  :ill  these  pai^MtHis  »•% 
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n  delenninatiou  in  Peter  to  itpare  those  whom  hn  had  ndTised 
the  mbiiionary  to  unite —makinp^  that  union  a  mysterious  atgn- 
roent  in  favor  of  Blargcry — and  to  sacrifice  all  the  rest  The 
rotl  American  is  so  much  accustomed  to  this  species  of  ruthless 
proceeding,  that  the  anguish  he  miglit  occasion  the  Teiy  beings 
t4>  whom  lie  now  wislied  to  be  merciful,  gave  the  stem  chief 
very  little  concern.  Leaving  the  Indians  in  the  exclusive  pos- 
session of  J^rairie  Round,  we  will  return  to  the  rest  of  the  party. 

The  miii^ionan'  hastened  after  his  friends  as  fast  as  ho  could 
g«K  Bodcn  and  Margery  had  much  to  say  to  each  other  in 
that  walk,  whii^h  had  a  great  deal  about  it  to  bring  their 
thon^ts  within  the  circle  of  their  own  oxiMtenco.  As  has  been 
said,  the  fire  had  run  through  that  region  late,  and  the  gnmes 
were  still  young,  offering  but  little  impediment  to  their  move- 
ments. As  the  day  was  now  near  its  heat^  le  Bourdon  led  his 
spiriteil,  but  gentle  companion,  through  the  groves,  where  they 
hail  the  l>enefit  of  a  most  delioious  shade,  a  relief  that  was  now 
getting  to  be  very  grateful.  Twice  lia<l  they  stoppe^i  to  drink 
at  cool,  clear  ««pring»,  in  which  tho  water  seemed  to  vie  with  the 
air  in  transparency.  Ah  this  is  not  the  general  character  of  the 
water  of  that  rcgii>n,  though  marked  exceptions  exist,  Maigery 
insisted  that  the  water  was  eastern  and  not  western  water. 

**  Why  do  we  always  think  the  things  we  had  in  childhood 
better  than  those  we  enjoy  afterward  ?"  asked  Marger}%  after 
niMkiiiir  <'ii«'  of  these  coni{)arisons,  somewhat  to  the  disadvan- 
tage of  the  part  of  the  country  in  which  she  then  was.  **1  can 
iieiin*e  ever  think  (»f  home — what  1  call  home,  and  which  was 
so  long  a  home  to  me — without  shedding  tears.  Nothing  here 
seems  as  gooii  of  its  kin<i  as  what  I  have  left  l>ehind  me.  Do 
you  have  the  same  longings  for  Pennsylvania  that  I  feel  for  the 
se:i-coast  an«l  f«»r  the  nwks  about  Quincy  P 

•'Sometimes.  When  I  have  Iwen  quite  alone  for  two  or 
thrtM*  months,  I  have  fancie<l  that  an  apple,  or  a  potato,  or  even 
a  glass  of  the  rider  that  came  from  the  spot  where  I  was  bom, 
would  l»e  sweeter  than  all  the  honey-bees  ever  gathered  in 
Michigan.* 
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*^  To  mc  it  lias  always  sceinc<i  strange,  llounlon,  that  one  of 
your  kind  feelings  should  ever  wish  to  live  alone,  at  all ;  y«*t  I 
have  heard  you  say  that  a  lovo  of  soIitu<lc  fiivt  drew  yoa  ti* 

your  tniilo." 

''It  is  these  strong  cases  which  get  a  man  under,  t»  it  mij^ht 
be,  and  almost  alter  his  nature.  One  man  will  paw  hin  days  in 
hunting  deer;  another  in  catching  tish:  my  ta^te  liaa  been  fi»r 
the  bees,  and  f«)r  su4'h  chances  with  other  creaturefi  as  may 
oflcr.  Wiiat  between  hunting,  and  hiving,  and  getting  the 
honey  to  market,  I  have  very  little  time  to  long  fur  compAoy. 
But  my  taste  is  altering,  Margery;  hits  altered.'* 

Tiie  girl  blushed,  but  she  also  smiled,  and,  moreover,  ahe 
looked  pleiised. 

''  I  am  afraid  that  you  arc  not  as  much  altered  as  yoa 
think,"  she  an^^wered,  laughingly,  however.  "It  may  >eem  ^> 
nnw ;  but  when  you  c<»me  to  liiw  in  the  settlements  again,  yoa 
will  i^ft  tirird  of  or<»wds.'* 

*'Thfn  I  will  come  with  you,  Margery,  into  these  Openinir-, 
anil  WL*  ran  live  tn*ttthtr  here,  sun?ly,  as  well,  or  far  bottiT  thai* 
1  can  livi'  hen'  alnue,  Y«in  and  (rershoiirs  wife  have  spoilol 
my  houMkceping.  I  really  did  not  know,  until  you  eame  aj> 
hfir,  how  HMi'h  a  Woman  ran  do  in  a  chieut*., 

*'  Why,  r>i>unlon,  you  have  liveil  long  enough  in  the  settl*'- 
nn-nts  to  know  tlntt !'" 

*-'J'hat  i><  true;  but  I  look  upon  tlif  settlementsas  onethinp. 
anrl  oil  the  Openings  lu*  ani»ther.  What  will  d(»  then-  i^ii'l 
nrrdcl  here:  and  what  will  il«i  hi*n.*  w«in't  answer  there.  Rot 
tln'Nr  laM  few  days  have  so  i- hanged  C:Lstle  Meal,  that  I  liafdlf' 
know  it  niVM-lt'/' 

*•  rirh;ip«»  tlii'  rhani;r  i-*  f«>r  the  w«»rM\  and  you  wish  it  un- 
done, r»ouril««n,"  oliH«Tved  ijn*  Lrirl,  in  the  longing  she  had  !•• 
hear  an  a^suraner  i«i  the  eontrary,  at  the  very  moment  she  ffh 
Certain  that  a^-nranee  wiaild  be  given. 

•*  N«»,  n«».  Marirery.  Woman  h:is  taken  piss<*ssion  of  my 
cabin,  ami  woinan  >|i:ill  now  al\\a\s  emnmand  there,  unh^^i*  Vi4i 
:ilter  \onr  min<l,  an<l  relUM*  t«)  have  me.      I   shall  s|K-ak  ti»  Uh' 
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miMioiiarj  to  many  lu^  as  soon  as  I  can  get  bim  al6ne.  Hia 
mind  i»  ranning  so  much  on  the  Jews,  that  he  has  hardly  a 
moment  left  for  ns  Christians.'* 

The  color  on  Mai^r}'^s  cheek  was  not  lessened  by  this  deck- 
ration;  though,  to  admit  the  tmth,  she  looked  none  the  leas 
pleased.  She  was  a  warm-hearted  and  generous  girl,  and  some- 
times hesitated  about  separating  herself  and  her  fortunes  from 
thofle  of  C^rshom  and  Dorothy ;  but  the  l>ee-hunter  had  per- 
suaded her  this  would  be  unnecessary,  though  she  did  accept 
him  for  a  husband.  The  point  had  been  settled  between  them  > 
on  previous  occasions,  and  much  conversation  had  already 
passed,  in  that  very  walk,  which  was  confined  to  that  interest- 
ing subject  But  Margery  was  not  now  disposed  to  say  more, 
and  she  mlroitly  improved  the  hint  thrown  out  by  Boden,  to 
change  the  discourRe. 

••  It  is  the  strangest  notion  I  ever  heard  of,"  she  cried,  laugh-  \  '^ '" 
ing,  "to  believe  Injins  to  be  Jews  I" 

**  He  tells  mc  he  is  by  no  means  the  fintt  who  has  fancied  it. 
Many  writers  have  said  as  much  before  him,  and  all  he  claims 
is,  to  have  been  among  them,  and  to  have  seen  these  Hebrews 
with  his  own  eyes.  But  here  he  comes,  and  can  answer  for 
himself/' 

Just  as  this  was  said.  Parson  Amen  joined  the  party,  Cor- 
poral Flint  closing  to  the  front,  as  delicacy  no  longer  required 
him  to  act  as  a  rear-guard.  The  good  missionary  came  up  a 
little  heated ;  and.  in  order  that  he  might  have  time  to  cool 
himself,  the  rate  of  movement  was  slightly  reduced.  In  the 
mean  time  the  conversation  did  not  the  less  proceed. 

*'  Wc  were  talking  of  the  lost  trilK>s,"  said  Maigery,  half 
smiling  as  she  spoke,  **  and  of  your  idea,  Mr.  Amen,  that  these 
InjiiiH  arc  Jews.  It  seems  strange  to  me  that  they  should  have 
lost  so  much  of  their  ancient  ways,  and  notions,  and  appear- 
auccH,  if  they  are  really  the  people  you  think.** 

**  Lost !     It  is  rather  wonderful  that,  after  the  lapse  of  two 
thousand  years  and  more,  so  much  should  remain.    Whichever 
way  I  look,  signs  of  these  people's  origin  beaet  meu     Too  have 
15* 
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ri'a«l  your  Bil»l«',  MarirtTv-  whicli  I  am  sorry  to  say  all  mi  tlii'» 
fnuiticr  liavo  imt — luit  f/nti  \iu\v  ro:u\  y«»iir  I>il»l«',  aii'l  t.no  cnu 
make  an  allusion  t<»  f/ou  with  >ninf  satist'actiun.  Nnw.  U-t  im- 
a^k  yi>u  it*  yt»ii  n-!m'in)>or  surli  a  thiiii;  a**  xhv  s<\'i|M'-tr4.at  »»{  ih' 
aiicifiit  Jr\\>.  It  i>  to  !»('  fniiinl  ill  Loviticu-s  ainl  is  nin-  .»:" 
tli'Kc  inystfriiius  (.•u>tinn'^  with  whirli  that  e\tra<»r«liiiar}"  lM»«»k  i* 
full." 

**  I,*'vitiruN  i-i  a  ho.tk  I  iiovrr  n'a«l  hut  mu'v,  f«>r  w«-  ih*  n.-t 
n.nl  it  in  nur  N«'W  KiiL'laii'l  si'1mm>U.      I  hit  I  tin  roiiu'inht-r  tluit 

tin*    ,Ir\\««    wnv    «*nninian«hMl    to    let    olir    nf  t^Vii    jjiials    ^i*.    t'p'll! 

uliic'h  |»ra<'ti<'r  it  lias  1  I't'liovf.  Iicru  i*alU'r|  a  si-ajK'-j^-.at." 

•*  Will/'  >aii|  1«-  l»nurloii.  >ini|>ly,  "  what  a  thinuf  i-  M'aniiit!" 
Ni»\\,  this  is  all  iir\\s  tn  ni*',  tlmu'jli  I  have /(r'.f/>/  .if  •?Ma|if- 
i^'-ats.'  ail"!  /'i/X'f/ •>t'  '  >«-a|H'-i:oat'»' a  tlioii>an«l  liin«*s  !  Th-r.** 
a  iiitaniii*  ti»  t-vi-ry  thiiiir.  I  HnJ;  ariij  1  ilo  not  Inok  upon  ihi* 
i.l-a  nl'  tlir  lost  trilM'N  a^  half  a**  stranirr  as  I  di.)  I»i-t'ire  I  rarn: 
tl.is:" 

MaiLT*  r>  lia«l  not  t'aHtn  in  l-»vo  with  thf  hi-r-huntrr  f'»r  hi* 
hil.liral  kiiowlrijifr.  rl>r  niiirlit  Iht  irn'atiT  inf«»rMiatinM  h.ivr 
i"''ti\.''l  a  rihlf  sli.M-k  l»y  this  mark  of  siinplirity  :  \»\ix  lu^tKAd 
of  .jwilliii^r  ,iii  thi-  |»r.»iif  of  Ir  |»i>iinhin'>  want  i»f  *•  si-honlini;.'" 
h- r  ati\i'  min<i  ua^  nutir  ilis|Misi',l  t«»  pu^h  thi'  allusion  !,• 
siajir_;..ats  t'l  snim-  ji>rlul  i-«»M<'lilsiiin. 

••  Aii'l  what  I'ftlir  L'':it,  Mr.   Ain^'U.'"  sin- a>kr.l  :  "  an«l  h"Vk 

•  aii  if   111  l-'iiiT  t««  aii\   thiiiir  h«T»' f * 

'•  W  li\  wnr  all  tlii»-i*  -^lats  tun;r«l  into  th»-  \\imii1«»  an.i  ,i,s. 
lit-,  ill  tIi.'  ..Men  tiiiM'.  Mari^rn  .'  |)Muhtli"»>  ti»  {irii^i-K*  f."-i 
f-'i-  till"  t»ii   trifM-,  wh.-ii  tlif-i"   -li'-riM   i-r  «lri\.'n   ft»rth  l»y  i-.ni- 

•  jU"  T"!-  aii'l  li.iil  la-k-ma-tn-s.  "ritn!-.  an<l  diin.-itt'.  an<l  a  'ii**- 
fii«ii'«-  •«:"  1'«-1.  h.-.s  all«Ti-.l  thr-ni.  a*  ili._\  liavi-  rhaui^i'il  ih^ 
.I.w-  ifi«!M-.!\«s,  f}i..ii;_'|i  tlii'X  siill  r.-iain  th«'  I'lrlt  li'Mif,  ih*- 
ii-M.-.  thi  liahit-,  a?i'l  th-'  -^viii-ral  .liarai'trristit'".  of  thi*  ijoat- 
«f  \i.«':'ii.  ^.-:  iiafuiaii-ts  will  tin<i  in  lh«'  i-Uii,  tliat  ihi* 
\.m«!i's  ..i"  thi-  'I' 'I  '-f  thi-  •»•»!. tihi-nt,  |iarti«"ularl\  the  antt-l.-pi, 
ai'i-  ■  Mhini:  '-iit  tin-  -.aju  LT'-at-  "1  ihf  ancient  ui»rM,  altm'-i. 
■.'.I.  i  ji   ih.iji-  im|«r'i\r-.l.  1>_\   .•ii.'UMistaii««  s." 
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An  thu  WM  ranch  the  highest  flight  the  good  miMuonary  had 
cfvr  ret  taken,  not  trifling  was  the  astonishment  of  his  young 
friends  thereat  Touching  the  Jews,  le  Boardon  did  not  pre- 
tend  to,  or  in  &ct  did  not  possess  ranch  knowledge ;  bat  when 
the  question  was  reduced  down  to  one  of  renison,  or  bean* 
meat,  or  bisons*  humps,  with  the  exception  of  the  professed 
hunters  an<l  trappers,  few  knew  more  about  them  all  than  he 
did  himself.  That  the  deer,  or  even  the  antelopes  of  America 
ever  had  been  goatA,  he  did  not  believe;  nor  was  he  at  all 
backward  in  letting  his  dissent  to  such  a  theory  be  known. 

*^  Vm  sorry.  Parson  Amen,  youVe  brought  in  the  deer,**  he 
cried.  *'  Had  you  stuck  to  the  Jew^  I  might  have  believed 
all  that  yon  fancy,  in  this  business ;  but  the  deer  have  spoiled 
all.  As  for  scape-goaU,  since  Margery  seems  to  agree  with 
yon,  I  suppose  you  arc  riglit  about  them,  though  my  notion  of 
snch  rreatun's  has  been  to  keep  clear  of  them,  instead  of  fol- 
lowing thciii  up,  as  you  seem  to  think  thene  Hebrews  have 
«lone.  But  if  you  are  no  nearer  right  in  your  doctrine  about 
the  Injins  than  you  are  about  their  game,  youMi  have  to  change 
your  religion." 

*-  Do  not  think  that  my  religion  depends  on  any  thread  so 
nlight.  Bourdon.  A  mnn  may  be  mistaken  in  interpreting 
pn>ph<*cy,  and  still  be  a  devout  Christian.  There  are  more 
reasons  than  you  may  at  first  suppose,  f»r  l>elieving  in  this 
thcor}'  of  the  gradual  change  of  the  goat  into  the  deer,  and 
especially  into  the  antolo]>e.  We  do  not  any  of  us  believe  that 
Noah  had  with  him,  in  the  ark,  all  the  animals  that  are  now  to 
be  found,  but  merely  the  parent-stems,  in  each  particular  case, 
which  would  be  reducing  the  number  many  fold.  If  all  men 
came  from  Adam,  Bourdon,  why  could  not  all  deer  come  from 
goats  r 

*'  Why,  thin  matter  a)K>ut  men  has  a  good  deal  ponied  me. 
Parson,  and  T  hanlly  know  what  answer  to  give.  Still,  men 
are  men,  wherever  you  find  them.  They  may  be  lighter  or 
darker,  tiller  or  shorter,  with  htar  or  wool,  and  yet  yoo  can  sco 
they  are  wm,     Perhap  food,  and  rlinurte,  and  manner  of  firing. 
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may  Imvo  marlc  all  the  chftn<}:08  wc  see  in  them;  bnt  LnnI,  Pnr 
son,  n  j^roat  lias  a  beard  1" 

'*  Wliat  has  become  of  the  tliomtands  of  scape-sToatA  that  the 
ancioiit  Hebrews  must  have  turned  loose  in  the  wilderaeM! 
Answer  me  that,  Boimlon  ?" 

**  You  migiit  as  well  ask  me,  sir,  what  has  become  of  the 
thousimds  of  Hebrews  who  turned  them  loose.  I  Mipp(»se  ail 
nuist  bo  dead  a  thousand  yrars  a^o.  »Sca|)e-goatA  are  ereatniet 
that  even  Iiijins  would  not  like." 

**  All  this  is  a  ^eat  myster}*,  I^imlon — a  much  greater  mj!^ 
tery  than  our  friend  Peter,  whom  you  have  sr»  often  fiaid  vft»  a 
man  so  unareountable.  By  the  way,  he  has  given  me  a  eharee 
to  pertnnn  an  otHre  between  you  and  Marger}*,  that  1  h»l  al- 
most for^i»tten.  From  what  he  said  to  me,  I  rather  think  it 
may  liavt*  some  conne(*tion  with  our  stifety.  We  have  enemies 
among  the>e  siivages,  I  feel  very  certain ;  though  I  Iwlievo  we 
have  liUo  warm  frien»ls" 

**  But  what  Iiave  you  in  ehanre  tluit  has  any  thing  to  do  with 
Bounlon  and  me'"  asked  the  w<mdering  Marger}* ;  who  was 
<]ui«*k  to  observe  the  eoimeetion,  tht)Ugh  utterly  at  a  h»s*  to 
coniprehenii  it. 

The  missituiar>*  n»»w  called  a  halt,  and  finding  convenient 
seatN  he  irradually  opened  the  subject  with  which  he  hail  Infen 
<*liargetl  by  IVter  to  Imm  rompanions.  The  reailer  is  prtdiably 
pH'pareil  t«)  learn  that  thi-re  was  no  longer  any  rehcnre  iH^weeii 
!«'  liourtluii  antl  Margery  on  the  subject  of  their  future  mar- 
riage. Thi'  young  man  hail  already  pn*>s«*d  an  imiiH*«Jial« 
uniiin,  :i><  tiic  \\iM'^t  and  n'iIVm  cnursc  to  be  pursueil.  Altb«Hurh 
the  s.iva,:i'  AFiicrii'jin  is  little  a«ldi«'ted  i*>  abusing  his  pi>weroTrr 
t'emale  captlve.o.  anil  s<>|.b»ni  take^  inti»  his  Iodide  an  uuwillin^ 
><|iiaw,  the  bei-hunter  had  experienced  a  gin  id  deal  of  UDensi- 
ncH,  nil  the  Miire  of  what  mii;hi  l»efall  his  U'trothed.  yiargyry 
wa>  Milli-ii-ntiy  bcaiitihil  t.>  attract  attention,  even  in  a  town; 
an<l  more  than  tiiie  ricrcu-b»<>king  warrior  had  betrayetl  hu»  ad- 
miration that  \cry  ilay.  thon<;h  it  w;i.s  in  a  very  InJiaD-Uka 
f  UHJiiuii.     Rhapsody,  anil  gallant  s|K'eches,  and  sonnotA,  form  no 
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part  of  Indim  eoortship ;  bat  the  bngiiago  of  admiritioai  is  so  (^-^-^'^ 
very  anircraal,  throogh  the  eyes,  thst  it  is  sufficiently  easy  of         ■  ^ .  •'i 
comprehensioD.     It  was  possible  that  some  chiei^  whose  band  -7  ^ 
was  too  formidable  to  be  opposed,  might  take  it  into  his  head  1' 
to  wish  to  see  a  pale-fiice  squaw  in  his  wigwam ;  and,  while  it 
was  not  nsoal  to  do  much  riolence  to  a  female's  inclinations  on 
SQch  occasions,  it  was  not  common  to  offer  much  opposition  U>^ 
those  of  a  powerful  warrior.     Hie  married  tie,  if  it  coold  be 
said  to  exist  at  all,  however,  was  much  respected ;  and  it  was 
fiir  less  likely  that  Margeiy,  a  wife,  would  thus  be  appropriated, 
than  Margery,  unmarried.     It  is  true,  cases  of  anscropnlons 
exercise  of  power  are  to  be  found  among  Indians,  as  well  as 
among  civilised  men,  but  thoy  are  rare,  and  osually  are  much 
eondemned. 

The  bee-hunter,  consequently,  was  well  disposed  to  second 
Peter's  project.  As  for  Maigery  herself,  she  had  half  yielded 
all  her  objections  to  her  lover  s  unaided  arguments,  and  was 
partly  conquered  before  this  reinforcement  was  bronght  into  the 
field  against  her.  Peter's  motive  was  much  canvassetl,  no  one 
of  them  all  being  able  to  penetrate  it  Bodeo,  however,  had 
his  private  opinion  on  the  subject,  nor  was  it  so  very  much  oat 
of  the  way.  He  fancied  that  the  mysterious  chief  was  well 
disposed  to  Margery,  aud  wished  to  put  her  as  fiv  as  possible 
beyond  the  chances  of  an  Indian  wigwam :  marriage  being  the 
step  of  all  others  most  likely  to  afford  her  this  protection. 
Now  this  was  not  exactly  tnie,  but  it  was  right  enough  in  the 
main.  Peter's  imn  was  to  save  tlie  life  of  the  giri ;  her  gentle 
attractions,  and  kind  attentions  to  himself  liaving  wrought  this 
much  in  her  (avor ;  and  he  believed  no  moans  of  doing  so  as 
certain  as  forming  a  close  connection  for  her  with  the  great 
medicine  bee-hunter.  Judging  of  them  by  himseli^  he  did  not 
think  the  Indians  would  dare  to  include  so  great  a  conjurer  in 
their  schemes  of  vengeance,  aud  was  willing  himself  that  le 
Bourdon  should  escape,  pmvided  Maigery  could  go  Ave  and 
unharmed  with  him.  ^Vs  for  the  bee-hunter's  poweis,  he  had 
many  misgivings;  they  might  be  dangerous  to  tha  rod  men. 
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aihl  tlh^v  iniorlit  imt.     On  tlii**  Mib)t'<»t,   \iv  ua«i  in  the  jiaiiit'iil 

•  linihts   «»f    i^nnraiiro,   aful    lisul    tin-    wiiU-    ari-a    •»!'  rMnji*«'tiin* 

•  »|>4'n  iK'toro  his  mind.  l\o  s;iw  :  Imt  it  wan  **as  in  a  trWi-"*. 
.hirkly/' 

MariTiTv  was  «lisp<>so«l  to  «lflay  X\w  (M»ri*niony.  at  U»a«it  until 
Im'V  l»ri»tli<'r  and  si-Jti-r  mitrht  he  proMMit.  lint  to  thi-*  lo  H-.iir- 
<h»ii  hiinx'lt' was  not  niih-li  in^lin<'il.  It  hail  stni<*k  him  that 
<  MT'-hoiii  was  n}>}>ii<cil  to  an  rarly  marria;;»\  mt»st  pn»^»aMy 
luM-auso  h»*  taFM'ii'il  hiin>clt'  mon*  soi-nn*  m*  the  hi'i'-hnntor'-* 
iniri'FiiiMiN  an>I  inij»ortant  aid  in  t;«'ttiniX  l»a«'k  to  tli»'  st'tth'FiU'nt*.. 
».,,  l.iii^  j|<  this  '^tn-nir  iihhircmcnt  rxiMnl  to  clim;  to  hiiiiM'il'. 
th.'in  it"  In- >honliI  ri'li'M^-i'  his  i»wn  lioM  ot'  -MariTiTV.  l»y  i;i\iTi^ 
ill  r  ;it  i»ni-i'  to  luT  l<»vrr.  liiijht  «»r  wnniij.  surh  wa^.  \\i-  im- 
|in->-i«»n  t.ikt'M  nj»  l»y  U-  I>i>nrih>n,  aini  ho  wa«»  jLrla«i  whi-n  th-.- 
Fni-'ii»nary  Jirir*''!  lii**  I't'ipirM  tn  hr  ju-rmittt'il  X**  ]ir«>noiiiii'i'  thi- 
ni!|itl:il  lir!ir.li--li"n  en  thi*  -"iMit. 

Lit  III'  •rrfm-iny  i^  ;r«"i»''i:*Ily  »im'<1  in  an  AnuTifan  marriaiT''. 
Ill  a  \aM  many  •■a->*--  lut  iliTLrymaii  U  rmjih.tyod  at  all  :  aT)'i 
win  rr  th«  ii-  i^,  nv»^\  ni  tin*  •'••••t^  havr  no  rinj;,  n«»  ;rivinir  aw;i\. 
n«ir  :m\  *'\  ih'-»-  i-l»MT\aniM-N  wiiirh  WtTi'  j'ra«Mi-«.«*il  in  tli.- 
.■Iiui'Ik-^  .'tiiM.  'J'lun-  i'xiMi'.l  n<»  ini|M'-liiiU'nt.  thrnt«»n' :  :iii.l 
:»:"■«  r  .1  ilt-.i-ni  inti-nal  -jM-nt  in  {M-rsiiaMons,  Marir^'ry  ron*^  n:<  •! 
!■'  j«.ij-lii  In  r  viiw*.  til  thr  man  i«t"  iitT  heart  iM-t'.iiv  lh«'\  h-t't  iIk- 
-II  •'.  >lii-  w-'UJil  t";iin  li.iM-  had  J  >tir«»thy  |»rf>fn».  tor  W"!na' 
|.'\--  t"   I.  :ni  '-n  inr  nwn  ^-fx  «>ii  ^nrh   iM-i-aHi..ii*.  Imt  >ulinii!ti'd 

1.'  l!i.-   ii.-.i--ii\   ..j"  j»r.'.' llii'^  at    •nn-i',  a-  th»'   Im'i- lniiit»T  :ir  i 

tilt-  Mii'>-'.'M..ir\   .-Ii.'-i-  111  li Mil  it. 

A  !..;i.  r  :tlt.ir  .•■.ii'.j    i-.i    Ii:i\r  Immmi  M'h-i-t«-d   in  ail  tlj:it\.tM 

i'-^i.-:i.      If  W.I-   ii? •   nanin-**  i«wii   rrrftifir '.   :«n«l  If  iS.inrl  -r. 

:i'i.i  III-   j.i-  ti\   ■.li.i--   J.I.I.-..I   tlM?ii-«i'l\fv  l»rt".iri'  it,  with   trfli?,.j^ 

-!i:ti''l  I"  tin    -■■'..  iiiiiii\   «'l"  til i-a^iiin.      Tin-   i^ooii  miooinn.it \ 

-t-"-l  wiililri  til.  -ii.i.ii'  .►!  a  i-iirr  i-ak.  in  tin-  i-i-iitn*  nt"  lli"^- 
j';iikiik«-  <  »jMiiir,^r,,  ,\,\\  ..'.ji-.i  l-Milcinif  l'n'>h,  anil  -miiinij. 
.ir.l  •'.  .I'iti  li!.  Th.  -v\  irl  \va-«  l'I-im-ii,  aii-1  >liort  a-  tliat  *»f"  a 
wii.  !.  n-ii-  :  !t^Mi;  ;!.•  tl-'Wi-i-  wrri*.  likr  tin-  hridi-  hiTSi'lt*  s^ifr. 
rii'-t- -r.    .(i|.i    -i\..i;    uliili-    •liMiiniNi:    inral    viM;i>    Mri'li'lii*»i 
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through  the  trees,  much  an  if  art  had  been  summoned  in  aid  of 
the  gruat  luiittress  who  hail  designed  t!ie  landiu^ape.  When  the 
partiei»  knelt  in  prayer — which  all  present  did,  not  excepting  the 
worthy  corporal — it  was  on  the  verdant  ground,  with  first  the 
branches  of  the  trees,  an<l  then  the  deep,  fathomless  vault  of 
heaven  for  a  canopy.  In  this  manner  was  the  marriage  bene- 
diction pronounced  on  the  bee-hunter  and  Margery  Waring,  in 
the  venerable  Oak  Openings.  Xo  gothic  structure,  with  its 
fretted  aisles  and  clustered  column^  could  liave  l»een  one  half 
a?*  appropriate  for  the  union  of  such  a  couple. 
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CHAPTER  XXTT. 

"  Nil  shriA  tti4-  clnoniy  mrmscv  liriMikK, 
Ao  !M'iii»  I  in;:  nn  the  prit'vt  hr  l<H>kii: 
f  itr<-«iiMi — rovtuNiMth^Uitrhirh  tr#MriM«rN  f 
I^  t  my  r:ithi-r  Imik  i>n  Il«ima2ifn — 
My  f:itli«'r>  hi-art  1*  thr  iirart  iif  a  M{Da«-. 
Bat  mine  it  so  harA  that  it  do«-a  not  thaw.** 

WniTTIKB. 


I.K.wixo  tlh'  iM'wh-niarritMl  ooupK*  to  pursue  their  way  homo- 
>\:iril,  it  is  in»\v  inir  ])rnviin'f  to  n-tiini  to  l*rairie  Round.  Oiw 
arni^tniiuMl  tn  'iucli  mciu's  wuul«i  easily  linvi*  detected  the  M;n»* 
i>t'  ilixiih'l  <i|>iiiii»iis  and  uf  :ii;itatiii|;  douhts  aiii«»n(;  the  ohii'fA. 
tliiMiirli  ip'tliiii;:  like  miitfiition  or  dispute  had  yet  nianifv^teil 
itM'lt'.  iN'tiT*^  r<»iitr«»l  w:i>  Mill  in  the  a»rendant,  and  he  h»l 
iirixltrtr.j  iiniu*  of  liis  iisiial  iiKsiiis  ot*  MMMiriug  lufluenoe.  IVr 
hap^  III'  lalHtrcil  so  iiiiich  tin*  harder,  fn»m  the  circumiitanrr 
tliat  lie  now  toiiiid  liiiiiM'lt'  so  >.ituate<l,  un  to  be  compelled  to 
undo  iiini-)i  that  lie  liail  prcvinU'^ly  thmo. 

<hi  tlh-  I'tliiT  hand.  rnir<{U(*  a)»)H-ari>iI  tt»  have  no  particuUr 
(•:iMM>  i.t'  iiMMMrn.  Ilin  nianiiiT  \wi*<  iis  inurh  univeupied  a<% 
n^nal  :  mihI  t<»  )ii->  Ii:tl>it  ••(*  rftVrriiii;  all  his  influence  to  »uddeD 
:iiiil  |i-«ui'F'tul  l»uM-  •»!"  »*liH|ni-iu*c,  it"  dcMpi  of  any  sort  wb8  en- 

ifrt.-iiiii-.l.   In-  Ii-tt  lii*  *.urrrv».. 

\\  I-  |..i^H  ,,\,r  tin-  details  nf  asstMnhlinj;  the  council.  The 
^]Mit  \\:i->  III  it  I'xartly  i>n  the  ]irairii',  hut  in  a  Idt  of  loveK 
'•OjMnihir"  '•"  it"  iiiaFvi'i,  vln-ro  the  v\v  i*i>ulil  roam  «»ver  a 
uiiji*  I Afiiit  i»t'  that  |iii  iiliar  natural  meadow,  ifthile  the  l»odr 
iiii"\i'.|  tin-  *lia«l»'-  ••!*  tin-  wiMid.  The  chiefs  al(»ne  were  in  the 
•  inli*.  \vliilf  till-  "liraxr^"  and  the  "vituntj  men"  generally 
fiirnii-il   a   ^runp  «>n  thi*   «iut>ide;   near  emiu^h  ti»  hear  what 
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,  and  to  profit  by  it,  if  so  di&poaed^  The  pipe  was  smoked, 
and  all  the  onJiiiary  ciwtoms  ohaerved,  when  Beards  Meat  arose, 
the  first  apefiker  on  that  momentous  occasion. 

*' BrotberSj"  he  said,  "this  is  the  great  council  on  Prairie 
Round  to  which  we  have  been  called.  Wt^  have  met  before, 
but  not  here.  This  is  our  first  meeting  here.  We  have  trav- 
elled a  long  path  to  get  here.  Sorne  of  our  brethren  have 
traroUcd  farther.  They  are  at  Detroit  They  went  there  t<i 
meet  our  great  Canada  father,  and  to  take  Yankee  *M:nlp«. 
How  many  scalps  they  have  taken  I  do  not  know,  or  1  wottM 
tell  you.  It  is  pleasant  to  roe  to  cotint  Yankee  scalps.  I 
would  rather  count  them,  than  count  the  aedpsi  of  i-cd  men. 
There  are  still  a  great-  many  3eft*  The  Vaukees  are  many,  and 
each  Yankee  hns  a  acJiJp.  There  should  not  ]»e  so  many. 
When  the  butfaioes  came  in  the  largest  droves,  our  tathers  used 
to  go  out  to  hunt  them  in  the  strongest  parties.  Their  sons 
should  do  the  same.  \Ye  are  the  sons  of  those  fathers.  They 
say  we  look  like  them,  talk  like  them,  live  like  them — we  should 
acl  like  them.     Let  another  speak,  for  I  have  done." 

After  this  brief  address,  which  bore  some  resemblance  to  a 
chairman's  calling  a  meeting  of  civilized  men  to  order,  there 
was  more  smoking.  It  was  fully  expected  that  Peter  would 
next  arise,  but  he  did  not.  Perceiving  this,  and  willing  to 
allow^  time  to  that  great  chief  to  arrange  his  thoughts,  Crows- 
feather  assumed  the  otHce  of  filling  the  gap.  He  was  far  more 
of  a  warrior  than  of  an  orator,  and  was  listened  to  respectfully, 
>ut  less  for  what  he  said,  than  for  what  he  had  done.  A  good 
l&sX  of  Indian  boasting,  quite  naturally,  was  blended  with  his 
lif^course. 

*'My  brother  has  told  you  of  the  Yankee  scalps,''  he  cora- 
loxiced.  **IIe  says  they  are  many.  He  says  there  ought  to 
3  /ewer.  He  did  not  remember  who  sat  so  near  him.  Per- 
t,f>s  he  does  not  know  that  there  are  three  less  now  than  there 
yrc  a  moon  since.  Crowsfcathertook  three  at  Chicago.  Many 
a.lj>s  were  taken  there.  The  Yankees  nmst  be  plentier  than 
5      ^>iafl[jtloes  on  the  great  prairies,   if  they  can  lose  so  many 
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scalps  oftcMi,  and  soiitl  tortli  tlifir  warriors*.  1  am  a  PotUwit- 
tainii'.  My  l»nitlK»rs  know  that  tribe.  It  is  not  «i  tribe  of  Jew*, 
l»iii  a  trilM*  of  Tiijins.  It  U  a  jrreat  tril»c.  It  never  was  ioat. 
It  canunt  he  lost.  No  trihe  better  knows  all  the  paths  and  a]l 
thi*  best  routes  to  every  p»»int  where  it  wisliea  to  p>.  It  is 
tooli>h  to  say  you  can  lose  a  Pottawattamie.  A  duck  would  Im 
as  likely  t»»  lose  itself  a»  a  Pottawattamie.  I  do  not  speak  f«ir 
the  Ottawa**:  I  speak  for  the  Pottawattamie*.  We  are  not 
•K'ws.  Wo  <lo  not  wish  to  W  Jews  ;  and  wliat  we  do  not  wi*h 
to  be,  wi'  >\ill  not  be.  <.)nr  father  who  has  eome  »*>  far  to  toll 
u*«  that  we  are  not  Injins,  but  .lews,  is  mistaken.  I  never  heani 
«»f  the'ie  Jews  botofe.  1  dt)  not  wish  to  hear  of  them  aeain. 
When  a  man  lia«4  heard  enou<rli.  In*  does  not  keep  his  cars  iipt*n 
willinirly.  It  i'i  then  best  for  the  speaker  to  sit  down.  The 
Piiitawattamii'^  liavi-  >hut  their  ears  to  thr  ^'at  medi*-ine-prie-i 
of  tin*  ])ale-fa«'r«4.  What  he  >ay»  may  be  true  of  other  triinf*, 
but  it  i-i  n«»t  tnn*  of  thr  Pollawattamies.  We  are  not  |i>sl;  wo 
arr  nut  J<*ws,      I  liavo  jIoiu*.'' 

This  >p»Mrli  was  HToivcd  witli  treneral  favor.  The  notion 
tiiat  tilt'  Iiiilians  wcnr  not  Indians,  but  Jews,  was  far  fnnn 
biiii'^  ai^ri'ealile  to  thi»<'  who  had  lieani  what  ha<l  been  said  on 
tin-  suKjr.-t  :  ami  the  opinions  nf  (.Ti»wsfrather  p4»sse<«eti  the 
L'li  at  alxantaiTi-  of  n-lUM'tini;  tlio  (*omm«»n  stMitimeiit  on  thi* 
iniirf^iii.;  subjri-t.  \\  lu-n  this  is  the  rase,  a  ver}'  litth*  el  *• 
tjuiin-i-  i.r  Ii»i;i«-  ir«>«'*  Ji  irr«'nt  way:  ami,  on  the  whide,  tht*  a-l- 
dr,..^  ottho  last  ^pi-akcr  \\as  so]iK>i\hat  bolter  reeeive«  I  tluin  that 
of  tJK-  ijr^t. 

It  wa*.  ii«»\v  rnntidmtly  boliovi'.j  that  Poter  w«»idd  rise.  Bnt 
h''  'ii-l  Fh't.  That  inyMtrious  »hi»-f  was  not  yet  prepared  !•• 
"ptrik,  «tr  hr  wa^  ju-iii-iou^ly  txiitiiiL!:  expeetation  by  kivpinj 
ba-k.  Thrn-  u.-n-  at  ji-ast  ton  iniimti-*  of  siloiit  smoking,  riv  .1 
•  liii'f.  ^^ll<l^••  (laiuc  ri-inh-nd  into  KiiLflisli  wa<  Hou^h  of  the  Oak. 
ari'Hi-,  r\id>  iiily  \\\\\\  a  ib-sirr  to  hflp  the  time  ah>ni;.  Takinz 
Iris  rui-  from  tin-  sui-i-fss  ,,f  4 'r.iu-.foathcr,  he  ftdiowod  up  I  be 
aihanta:.'!'  i»)>iainrd  by  that  ohicf.  as^^ailini;  the  theor\*  of  th^ 
iiiis«.i.»iiar\  fVoin  a't-lh-  r  •|narti":*. 
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**  I  am  an  liijiii/*  Kaid  Bough  of  the  Oak;  '*  ray  father  wan 
mn  Injiti,  and  ray  mother  was  the  <laughter  of  an  Injin.  All 
my  fathers  were  red  men,  and  all  their  sons.  Why  should  I 
wLeih  to  be  any  thing  else  i  I  asked  my  brother,  the  medicine- 
priest,  and  he  owned  that  Jews  are  pale-faces.  This  he  should 
not  liave  owned  if  he  wished  the  Iiijins  to  be  Jews.  My  skin 
is  red.  The  Manitou  of  my  fathers  so  painteil  it,  and  their 
child  will  not  try  to  wash  out  the  color.  Were  the  color 
washed  out  of  my  face,  I  should  be  a  pale-face  I  There  would 
nut  l>e  paint  entmgh  to  hide  my  shame.  \o  ;  I  was  bom  red, 
nnil  will  die  a  red  man.  It  is  not  good  to  have  two  faces.  An 
Injin  is  not  a  snake,  to  cast  his  skin.  The  skin  in  which  he 
was  l»oni  he  keeps.  He  plays  in  it  when  a  child;  he  goes  in  it 
to  his  first  hunt  ;  the  bears  and  the  deer  know  him  by  it ;  he 
carries  it  with  him  on  the  war-path,  and  lii«*  enemies  tremble  at 
the  siijfht  of  it ;  his  S4]uaw  knows  him  by  that  skin  when  he 
rnnu's  back  to  his  wigwam  ;  and  when  h»*  dies,  he  is  put  aside 
in  the  Kime  ^kin  in  which  lie  wa"*  born.  There  is  but  one  skin, 
ami  it  ha-*  but  one  color.  At  tirst,  it  is  littU*.  The  ]mppo(»si* 
that  wears  it  is  little.  There  U  no  lu-ed  of  a  large  skin.  But 
it  gr«»wr*  ^ith  the  papp<M>se,  and  the  biggest  warrior  finds  his 
Mkin  around  liini.  This  is  beenuse  the  <in»at  Spirit  litte<l  it  to 
him.      Whatever  tli«'  Manitou  ilo«'s  is  jrood. 

**  My  bn»thers  have  s<piaw> — they  have  pappoost»s.  When 
the  papjHioso  is  put  int»»  their  anus,  do  they  get  the  {>aint- 
Mones.  and  paint  it  reil.'  They  do  not.  It  is  not  neeessary. 
Thf  Manitoii  paiFited  it  n-d  brton*  it  was  lM»ni.  n»»w  this  was 
done  I  do  not  know.  I  am  n(»thiiii;  but  a  pior  Injin,  and  only 
know  what  I  M-e.  1  have  s*'en  that  tlh*  pappoiiws  are  hmI 
when  they  are  boni,  an<i  that  tin-  warriors  nrv  ri'd  when  they 
di«».  They  an*  also  red  whilf  li\iiig.  it  is  enough.  Their 
fathers  euu id  never  have  been  pab'-faees,  or  we  should  lin«I  S4»nie 
white  s])ots  i*i\  ilM'ir  ehildren.     There  an»  Uiine, 

••  ( 'rowsfeather  has  s|M»ken  of  the  Jews  as  lost.  I  am  not  sur- 
pri'^eil  ti>  hear  it.  It  s«*einH  to  me  that  all  pale-faces  get  l«ist. 
TIm'v  wander  from    their  i»\\n   liunting-gnMinds  into  th<Nie  of 
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other  people.  It  is  not  8o  with  Injin^  The  Pottawattamie 
(loe'<  not  kill  the  deer  of  the  Iowa,  nor  the  Ottawa  the  deer  of 
the  MononienecH.  Each  tribe  knows  its  own  jxamr.  Thia  i* 
because  th(>v  are  not  lost  My  pale-face  &thcr  ap|»eare  to  wMh 
us  well.  He  has  come  on  a  ioni;  and  weary  path  to  tell  us 
about  h'l!^  Manitou.  For  this  I  thank  him.  I  thank  all  who 
wish  to  do  ine  ^oo4l.  Them  that  wish  to  do  me  harm  I  rtriko 
fn>in  behind.  It  is  our  Iiijin  custom.  I  do  not  wisli  tu  hurt  the 
nicdiciiic- priest,  because  I  think  he  wishes  to  do  me  g-HHl,  aod 
not  t«>  do  IMC  hariM.  He  lias  a  strunsre  hiw.  It  is  to  tlo  tp>od 
to  tluMii  that  do  harm  to  you.  It  is  not  the  law  of  the  red  men. 
It  is  imt  a  good  law.  I  do  not  won<ler  tliat  the  tribes  which 
follow  such  a  law  jr^t  lost.  They  cannot  tell  their  frieniL^  ftvm 
tlu'ir  enemies.  They  can  have  no  people  to  scalp.  Wliat  i«  a 
warrior  if  he  cannot  find  some  one  to  scalp?  Xo;  such  a 
law  would  ni:ik«>  w«>nien  of  the  bravest  braves  in  the  opcninir^ 
or  on  the  prairie.  It  may  bo  a  «roi»d  law  for  Jews,  who  pel 
lost:  but  it  is  a  bail  law  tor  Injins,  who  kn(»w  the  paths  tfai-y 
travel.      L»»t  another  sjifak." 

Tlii^  brief  profession  of  faith,  on  the  subjinrt  that  lunl  l»een 
si»  recently  broat  Ii*m1  in  the  (Council,  Si>enied  to  pive  intinixo 
satisfaction.  All  pn-sent  evidently  pn'fem»d  bianp  red  men, 
who  knew  where  tliey  wen\  than  to  be  ]>ale-faces  who  lia*!  kwt 
their  riiad.  I<;norauce  of  his  path  is  a  species  of  disgrace  to  an 
.Vnicrican  s;ivai;c,  and  Fn»t  a  man  there  W(»uhl  have  confcac<«d 
that  his  particular  iliviMon  <if  the  <rn'at  human  fwnily  was  in 
that  ilileiiinia.  Tlie  iijea  that  the  Yankees  were '*  lost/*  and 
bail  ;:ot  materially  astray,  was  very  irniteful  to  most  whi»  heard 
it :  ami  l>ou.;li  of  tlie  Oak  <raineil  a  ctuisidenible  reputation  m 
an  orat  »r,  in  ctniMnuence  «»f  the  lucky  hits  made  on  this  oe- 
cavimi. 

Aicitlnr   JiMiir.  nnninatinLr  ]uuse,  auil  nmch  ]Hi!tsinp  of  tlie 

pi| I  !»•' t-t'  Hii.-,-,eili*i].      It  was  iie:ir  half  an  hour  after  the  laft 

*|i.  :ik-  r  lial  ri-iiined  hi-*  si^t,  «re  Peter  stoixl  erect.  In  tiiat 
l>!ii:  iiiti-rval  e\|tectatit>n  liaii  lime  to  increase,  and  curiu«ity  to 
uiiLTHifiit   iiM'li".      Not  hill.;  but  a  ver\  ixreat   event   could 
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Uiii  pcmderingt  this  delibemtion,  and  this  QnwilliDgoeiis  lo 
begin.  When,  howefrer,  the  time  did  come  for  the  mysterious 
chief  to  tipnkf  the  mao  ci  many  scalps  to  open  his  month,  pio- 
foond  was  the  attention  that  prenuled  among  all  present  Even 
alter  he  had  aziaenf  the  orator  stood  silently  looking  aroond 
him,  as  if  the  throes  of  his  thoughts  had  to  be  a  little  snp- 
piMsed  before  he  could  trust  his  tongue  to  give  them  utterance. 

''  What  is  the  earth  ?^'  commenced  Peter,  in  a  deep,  guttural 
tone  of  voice,  which  the  death-like  stillness  rendered  audible 
even  to  the  outermost  boundaries  of  the  circle  of  admiring  and 
curious  countenances.  '*It  Ib  one  plain  adjoining  another; 
riTcr  after  river ;  lake  after  kke ;  prairie  touching  prairie ;  and 
pleaMmt  woods,  that  seem  to  have  no  limits,  all  given  to  men 
to  dwell  in.  It  would  «eem  that  the  Qrcat  Spirit  parcelled  out 
this  rich  possession  into  hunting-grounds  for  all.  He  colored 
men  differently.  His  dearest  children  he  painted  red,  which  ia 
his  own  color.  Them  that  he  loved  less  he  colored  less, 
and  they  have  red  only  in  spots.  Them  he  loved  least  he 
dip|>ed  in  a  dark  dye,  and  left  them  black.  These  are  the 
colors  of  men.  If  there  arc  more,  I  have  not  seen  them.  Some 
say  there  are.     I  shall  think  so,  too,  when  I  see  them. 

''  Brothers,  this  talk  about  lost  tril>es  is  a  foolish  talk.  We 
are  not  lost.  We  know  where  we  are,  and  we  know  where  the 
Yankees  have  come  to  seek  us.  My  brother  has  well  spoken. 
If  any  are  lost,  it  is  the  Yankees.  The  Yankees  are  Jews ;  they 
are  lost  The  time  is  near  when  they  will  be  found,  and  when 
they  will  again  turn  their  eyes  toward  the  rising  sun.  They 
have  looked  so  long  toward  the  setting  sun,  that  they  cannot 
see  cleariy.  It  is  not  giK>d  to  look  too  long  at  the  same  object 
The  Yankees  have  looked  at  our  hunting-grounds,  until  their 
eyes  are  dim.  Tliey  see  the  hunting-grounds,  but  they  do  not 
see  all  the  warriors  tliat  are  in  them.  In  time,  they  will  learn 
to  count  them. 

**  Brothers,  when  the  Great  Spirit  made  man,  he  put  him  lo 
live  on  the  earth.  Our  traditions  do  not  agree  in  enjing  of 
what  he  was  made.    Some  say  it  was  of  oby«  and  that  whan 
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his  spirit  stmts  for  the  liappy  hiiiitiiijit-grouiidis  his  body  be- 
comes clay  again.  I  <Io  nut  say  that  this  i»  so,  for  1  do  nut 
know.  It  is  not  good  to  say  that  which  we  do  not  know  to  be 
true.  I  wisli  to  speak  only  the  truth.  Tliis  we  do  know.  If  a 
warrior  die,  and  we  put  liini  in  the  earth,  and  come  to  look  for 
him  many  years  after^'ard,  nothing  l»ut  honcj^  are  found.  AU 
else  is  gon(>.  I  have  lieard  ol<l  men  say  tlhit,  in  time,  even  thrAe 
hones  are  not  to  he  found.  It  is  so  with  trees;  it  may  be  s«i 
with  men.  I  hit  it  is  not  h>  with  hnnting-groundA.  Tliey  were 
made  to  last  forever. 

**  Brothers,  you  know  why  we  have  come  together  on  thi* 
]>rairie.  It  w:ls  to  count  tlic  pale-faces,  and  to  think  of  th«^ 
way  of  making  their  number  less.  Now  is  a  gttod  time  fur 
Nurh  a  thiiii;.  They  have  dug  up  the  hatchet  against  each 
other;  and  uheii  we  hear  of  scalps  taken  among  them,  it  U 
ifiuul  for  the  reti  men.  I  do  nt>t  think  our  Canada  father  !!« 
more  our  frimd  than  the  great  Yankee,  Uncle  Sam.  It  i^ 
true,  he  irivrs  us  more  p«»\vder,  anil  blankets,  and  tomahawks. 
and  ritlcH  than  the  Vaiikce,  but  it  is  to  get  us  to  tight  hh  bat- 
tl<-^.  \Vi;  will  tight  his  ]»attle>.  They  an*  our  Iiattles,  t«Ki-  For 
ilii>  reason  wr  will  tiuht  his  I'nemics. 

'•  r»n>thcr-.  it  i^  time  to  think  of  our  children.  A  wim*  chief 
oiiri.'  told  iiir  h«>w  many  winters  it  is  since  a  pale-face  was  tirM 
^ii'ii  amoiiir  ri'd  mm.  It  was  not  a  great  while  ago.  lnjin% 
are  lixiinj  wlii>  ha\e  <('en  lujins,  \ihi>se  (»wn  fathers  staw  them 
tir>t  j>alf-far4>.  Tiny  were  few.  Tliey  were  like  little  chil- 
iln-ii.  tli»-n;  but  now  thfv  an*  gn»\wi  to  In*  men.  Medicine- 
nicii  :ir<'  plenty  amtHiL^  them,  and  tell  them  how  to  rmbe 
t'liiMn  II.  Tiic  IiijiiiH  •!•»  not  understaml  this.  Small-pox,  fire- 
wati-r,  hail  hunting,  and  fn>sts,  k«-e]»  us  poi>r,  and  keep  %>ar 
rhililrm  M-«»ni  irrowiiii;  a<«  t'ast  as  the  children  of  the  pale-faceA. 

"  lirothi'i-*.  all  this  ha>  hapjuncil  within  the  liven  of  thiv« 
airril  <-hi«'fN.  <  )ni-  t>>M  to  ani»ther,  an«I  he  tohl  it  to  a  thilxL 
Tlin  <•  ihirts  lia\e  ke)»t  that  tnidition.  They  have  fi^ven  it  to 
nic.  1  iia\r  lUt  n«»ti-hr<i  on  this  stick  (bidding  up  a  piece  of 
'i«h,  inatly  trimmrii,  aN  a  r ml)  for  the  winten  they  told  mr. 
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aii«l  <*vfn-  winter  wiice  1  have  cut  one  niun*.  See ;  there  are 
not  many  notches.  Some  of  our  people  wy  that  the  pale-face?» 
are  aln»n«ly  plentior  than  leaves  on  the  trees.  I  do  not  helievo 
thin.  Tliose  notches  tdl  ns  differently.  It  is  true  the  pale- 
faiTH  prow  fast  and  have  many  children,  and  small -pox  does 
not  kill  many  of  them,  and  their  wan*  are  few;  hut  look  at  this 
jitiok.  Could  a  canoo-fiill  of  men  hccome  as  many  as  they  say, 
in  so  few  winters?  Xo;  it  is  not  so.  The  »t<>ries  we  have 
heard  are  not  true.  A  ero<»ketl  tonjjjue  tir>t  told  them.  We 
;*re  strtm;j:  enough  still  to  tlrive  these  stnmirers  into  the  p^reat 
.•«a}t  lake,  aihl  ^et  hack  all  oiir  huntintr-^rrounds.  This  is  what 
I  wish  to  have  done. 

'*  I^rothers,  1  have  taken  many  sralps.  This  stiek  will  tell 
the  numher.*'  Here  one  of  thost»  temhle  fleams  of  ferocity  to 
which  we  have  Wfore  alluded,  passed  athwart  the  dark  coun- 
tenance nf  the  speaker,  (»ausing  all  pres**nt  t«)  fi'el  a  <K'e|H»r 
synifiathy  in  the  thoui^hts  lie  would  express  **  There  are  many. 
Kvcry  one  has  come  from  the  head  of  a  pnlc-facf.  It  is  now 
twenty  winters  since  I  ti»ok  the  scalp  of  a  red  man.  I  shall 
never  take  another.  \V<*  want  all  of  our  own  warriors,  to  drive 
l»ack  the  straTijror<. 

**  Brothers,  sume  Injins  tell  us  of  different  trihes.  They  talk 
ahout  distant  trihes  as  stniFiircr^.  I  tell  you  wc  an*  all  children 
of  the  sune  father.  All  our  skins  are  re»l.  I  mh*  nt>  difference 
lietwe<'n  an  Ojehway,  and  a  Sac,  or  a  Sioux.  I  love  even  a 
<'herokce."  Here  very  decided  siijns  of  ili*isatisfaction  wen.* 
manifested  hy  >evenil  of  tin'  listener>;  ]»arties  «if  the  triln's  of 
the  jrreat  lakes  haviiij;  actually  marched  as  far  Jis  the  Oulf  of 
Mexic«»  to  make  war  on  the  Inilians  <if  that  re^on,  whi»  were 
i^cnenilly  hate<l  l»y  them  with  the  mt»t  intens4*  hatreil.  **  He 
lia-  th«»  lih)od  of  «nir  fathers  in  liim.  We  an*  hnUhers,  and 
►houM  li\e  tt»Lf4*ther  a-*  l»n»thers.  If  we  want  S4*al|»s,  the  iwh*- 
face^  have  plenty.  It  i**  swe<'t  t«»  take  the  wal|»  of  a  pHle-fii«*e. 
1  know  it.  My  hand  has  done  it  often,  ami  will  «h>  it  agniiu 
If  ever}'  Injin  had  tak«'n  as  many  s<>al|>s  as  I  liave  taken,  few  of 
the»e  stranger^  would  now  remain. 
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**  Brothcrft,  one  thinjr  more  I  have  to  wiy.  I  w»h  to  bear 
nth(T.s  and  will  not  tell  all  I  know  this  time.  One  thing  mofv 
I  have  to  say,  and  I  now  say  it.  I  have  toM  you  that  we  most 
take  the  scalpH  of  all  the  pale-faces  who  are  now  near  o^  I 
thought  there  would  have  been  more,  hut  the  rent  do  not  come. 
Perhaps  they  are  frijjhteneil.  There  are  only  wx.  Six  waipa 
are  n»)t  many.  I  am  sorry  they  are  so  few.  But  we  can  go 
where  there  will  he  more.  One  of  these  six  i»  a  medicine-man. 
1  do  not  know  what  to  think.  It  may  be  giK>d  to  take  hi» 
.M\nlj».  It  may  be  bad.  Medicine-men  have  great  power.  Yoo 
have  seen  what  this  bee-lninter  can  ilo.  lie  knows  how  to 
talk  with  bees.  Them  little  insects  can  fly  into  small  pUces, 
and  si-e  things  that  Injins  <*annc>t  see.  The  Gn*at  Spirit  humIc 
them  so.  When  ^.»  get  back  all  the  land,  we  shall  gi't  the 
bei-*  with  it,  and  may  then  hold  a  council  to  say  what  it  is  be«4 
to  do  with  them.  I'ntil  we  know  more,  I  do  not  wish  to  touch 
tlic  si>alp  of  that  bee-hunter.  It  may  do  us  great  harm.  I 
knew  a  mrdirine-man  of  the  ])ale-faces  to  lose  his  scalp,  and 
sni:iil-]»o\  took  otf  half  the  band  that  made  him  prisoner  and 
killed  him.  It  i^  not  good  to  meddle  with  medicine-men.  A 
few  d:iy»i  ago,  and  I  wanted  this  young  inan*s  scalp,  vor}*  mucL 
N«>\\.  1  do  not  want  it.  It  may  lio  us  harm  to  touch  it.  1 
wish  to  h't  him  £r<N  an<l  to  take  his  s<piaw  with  him.  The  rert 
we  ran  sralp.'* 

Vv\rr  runniiiLrly  made  no  allusion  to  Margen*,  until  just  be- 
torc  In-  re<*umed  Iii>  s<>at.  though  nt>w  deeply  interested  in  her 
>atrTy.  As  fur  le  iMiunlon,  s(»  ]>rofound  was  the  impivfuMOB 
lir  haii  niadi'  tliat  nioriiinL;,  that  tew  of  the  chiefs  were  surprised 
at  the  rMinption  pr«»posed  in  his  favor.  The  superstitioat 
dreail  of  m  it.  hi  raft  i^  \iTy  gt-norrd  among  the  American  aarafpn; 
and  it  rcrtainly  ilid  senu  (•>  b«'  hazardous  to  plot  the  death  of  a 
nntn.  ulio  had  «\rn  the  bri's  that  \ieri'  humming  on  all  aideaof 
thi'm  un<ler  bin  control.  lie  mit;ht  at  that  vcr}'  moment  be 
ai'inaintcil  with  all  that  \\a<«  passing;  and  several  of  the  grim 
lookiiii;  and  M'ter.in  warnor>  who  >at  in  the  cinde,  and  who  ap- 
ptarfl  t«i  be  men  able  anil  willing  to  encounter  aught  hnnaB, 
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did  not  fail  to  remember  the  probability  of  a  medicine-man^s 
knowing  who  were  hin  friends,  and  who  hin  enemies. 

AVhen  Peter  sat  down,  there  was  but  one  man  in  the  circle 
of  chiefii  who  was  resolved  to  oppose  his  design  of  pbcing 
Boden  and  Margery  without  the  pale  of  the  condemned.  Sev- 
eral were  undecided,  scarce  knowing  what  to  think  of  so  sadden 
and  strange  a  proposition,  but  could  not  be  said  to  have  abso- 
lutely adhered  to  the  original  scheme  of  cutting  off  alL  The 
exception  was  Ungque.  This  man — a  chief  by  a  sort  of  suffer- 
ance, rather  than  as  a  right — was  deadly  hostile  to  Peter's 
influence,  as  has  been  said,  and  was  inclined  to  oppose  all  his 
plans,  though  compelled  by  policy  to  be  exceedingly  cautious 
how  he  did  it  Here,  however,  was  an  excellent  opportunity 
to  strike  a  blow,  and  he  was  determined  not  to  neglect  it  Still, 
so  wily  was  this  Indian,  so  much  accustomed  to  put  a  restraint 
on  his  passions  and  wishes,  that  he  did  not  immediately  arise, 
with  the  inipetuouH  ardor  of  frank  impulses,  to  make  his  reply, 
but  awaited  his  time. 

An  Indian  is  but  a  man,  after  all,  and  is  liable  to  his  weak- 
ncsucs,  notwithstaDiling  the  nelf-commund  he  obtains  by  severe 
drilling.  Bough  of  the  Oak  was  to  supply  a  proof  of  this  truth, 
lie  ha^l  been  so  unex|>ecto(lly  succes^sful  in  his  late  attempt  at 
eloquence*  that  it  was  not  e&sy  to  keep  him  off  his  feet,  now 
that  another  good  occasion  to  exhibit  his  powers  offereil.  lie 
was  aeoordingly  the  next  to  K]K'ak. 

'*My  bn)therH/'  saiil  Bough  of  the  Oak,  '•  I  am  named  after 
A  tret'.  Vou  all  kn(»w  that  tree.  It  is  not  gixKi  for  bows  or 
arrows;  it  is  not  goi»<i  for  onnoes;  it  diH*s  not  make  the  bo>t 
tire,  though  it  will  bum,  and  is  hot  when  well  lighted.  Then* 
arc  many  things  for  which  the  tree  after  which  I  am  named  is 
not  g(M>d.  It  is  not  goiMl  to  eat.  It  has  no  sap  that  Injins 
ran  drink,  like  the  maple.  It  does  not  make  good  bruoms. 
But  it  has  bnmclies  like  other  Itvcs  and  they  are  tough.  Tough 
branches  an*  gooil.  The  boughs  (»f  the  oak  will  not  bend,  like 
the  liiiughs  I  if  the  willow,  or  the  boughs  of  the  ash,  or  the 
bough»  of  the  hickory, 
10 
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^*  Brothers,  I  jim  a  bough  of  the  oak.  I  do  not  like*  to 
bend,  ^^^len  my  mind  is  made  up,  I  wish  to  keep  it  where  it 
wiis  first  put.  My  mind  has  been  made  up  to  take  the  »calp;« 
of  all  the  palc-faccs  who  arc  now  in  the  openings^  I  do  ik^ 
want  to  change  it^  My  mind  can  break,  but  it  cannot  bend.  It 
is  tough." 

Having  uttered  tliis  Itrief  but  sententious  account  of  his  view 
of  tlie  matter  at  issue,  the  chief  resumed  his  seat,  reasoiiaUr 
well  satisfied  with  tliis,  his  second  attempt  to  be  eloijnont  that 
<lay.  His  sue<'ess  tliis  time  was  not  as  unequivocal  a^  on  the 
former  oc(;asif>n,  but  it  was  respectable.  Several  of  the  chieCi 
saw  a  r('as«iiiabk*,  if  nnt  a  very  logical  analogy,  between  a  man** 
name  and  his  miml ;  and  to  them  it  appeared  a  tolerably  fiur 
inft>renc(f  that  a  man  shiiuld  act  up  to  his  name.  If  his  name 
will  tough,  he  ought  to  be  tough,  too.  In  this  it  drj*»*  not 
^trike  us  that  they  argued  very  difTereutly  from  civilized  litfing^ 
wlio  :tre  only  too  a]>t  to  do  that  whiidi  their  better  jadginonts 
rrally  «.'ondcnm,  borause  they  think  they  are  acrting  **  in  char- 
a<trr/'  as  it  is  KTmed. 

rng«iue  was  Inith  surprised  and  delighted  with  this  unex- 
pected >iipport  from  l^»ugli  t»f  the  Oak.  lie  knew  enough  uf 
human  natun>  to  niidcr>tand  that  a  new-born  ambitioD,  that  of 
talkini;  against  tlie  gn-at,  mysterious  chief,  IVter,  was  at  the 
bottom  of  this  une\])e('ted  opposition  ;  but  with  this  he  waft 
pleaded,  ratlier  than  otherwise.  An  opposition  that  is  foundisl 
in  rea-ioii,  may  a]way>  be  reitsoned  4h>wn,  if  reasons  oxUt  thei«- 
f«>r;  I>ut  an  opposition  that  lias  its  risi>  in  any  of  the  p:issiona, 
i>  u>uall\  siMiiewhat  stubborn.  All  this  the  uiean-l(»oking  chie( 
«»r  Tin*  Wtanel,  understood  perfectly,  and  appreciated  hijflilT. 
ill'  tliiiii;^lit  tlir  iiioiMcnt  fav«iral>le,  and  wzis  disposi*d  to  **  strike 
\\hil«'  tile  iriiii  w:t*«  Imt/*  Uisiiii;  at\er  a  decent  interval  had 
elapM-ij.  tlil<  wily  Iiiijiaii  locked  about  him,  as  if  awed  by  the 
procure  in  \\lii<h  he  .stood,  and  thuibtful  whether  he  ct>iild 
Vent  I  in*  to  litter  hi>  thoughts  before  so  many  wise  chiefik  llar- 
ing  maile  an  impre^-«ion  by  this  air  of  diffidence,  he  commenoed 
his  liaRingue. 
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**  1  ain  called  Tlic  WcaHcl/*  he  said,  modestly.  '*  My  name 
in  not  taken  from  t)ic  might icftt  tree  of  the  forest,  like  that  of 
my  lin»thtT ;  it  is  takcu  from  a  sort  of  rat— an  animal  that 
lives  by  its  wits.  I  am  well  named.  When  my  tribe  gave  mo  t,  ' 
that  name,  it  was  just  All  Injins  have  not  names.  My  great 
bri»ther,  who  told  us  oi:ce  tliat  we  ought  to  t^ike  the  scalp  of 
every  white  man,  but  who  now  tells  us  that  we  ought  not  to 
take  the  scalp  of  every  white  man,  has  no  name.  lie  is  called  . 
IVter,  by  tlie  [mio-faces.  It  is  a  good  name.  But  it  is  a  pale- 
face name.  I  wish  we  knew  the  real  luime  of  my  brother.  We 
do  not  know  his  nation  or  his  tribe.  Some  siiy  he  is  an  Otta- 
wa, M>me  an  Iowa,  some  even  think  him  a  Sioux.  I  have 
heard  he  was  a  Delaware,  from  toward  tlie  rising  sun.  Some, 
but  they  niu>t  l>e  Injins  with  forked  tongues,  think  and  say  he 
is  a  Cherokee  !  I  do  nut  l»elieve  this.  It  is  a  lie.  It  is  said 
to  flo  my  Lrother  liann.  Wicketl  Injins  will  say  such  things^ 
l>ut  wr  4b>  ihit  mind  what  thri/  say.     It  is  not  necessary. 

'*  .My  brntlu-rs,  I  wi>h  we  know  the  tribe  of  this  great  chief, 
who  tolls  iiH  to  t.'ikf'  H-alps,  and  then  tells  us  not  to  take  scalps. 
Tlien  wt*  might  understan<l  why  he  luis  toM  us  two  stories. 
I  iK'lieve  all  he  sayn,  but  I  should  like  to  know  why  I  believe 
it.  It  is  good  to  know  why  we  believe  thingH.  I  have  heard 
what  my  brother  has  siiid  about  letting  this  bee-hunter  g«>  to 
hi>  own  people,  but  I  do  not  know  why  he  believes  this  is  best 
It  i^  beeau-K*  I  am  a  po«»r  Iiijin,  ]HTha]>s;  and  because  I  am 
railed  The  Weasel.  I  am  an  animal  that  creeps  througli  snndl 
holes.  That  is  my  nature.  The  bis«)n  jumps  thn»ugh  «»|H.'n 
pniirieH,  und  a  horse  is  wanted  to  eateh  him.  It  is  not  Sii  with 
the  weiLMfl ;  he  creeps  thmugh  small  hides.  But  he  always 
b>oks  where  he  goes. 

*'The  unknown  chief,  wh<»  lielongn  to  no  tribe,  talks  of  this 
bee- )iu lite r'ii  ^^uaw.  He  is  afraitl  of  so  great  a  meilicine-man, 
and  wishes  him  to  gi»,  and  take  all  in  his  wigwam  with  him. 
He  has  no  hquaw.  Then*  is  a  young  S4]uaw  in  hu*  hnlge,  but 
she  in  not  kin  Mpiaw.  Then'  is  no  necil  uf  letting  her  go,  on 
hih  account.     If  we  take  her  scalp,  he  cannot  hurt  ua.     In  that. 
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my  brother  is  wrong.     The  bees  have  buzzed  too  near  hu  ( 
Weasels  can  hear,  as  well  as  other  animals ;  and  I  have  heard 
that  this  young  squaw  is  not  this  bee-hunter*s  squaw. 

^Mf  Injins  are  to  take  the  scalps  of  all  the  palc-fiKcs,  why 
should  we  not  begin  with  these  who  arc  in  our  handa.  When 
the  knife  is  ready,  and  the  head  is  ready,  nothing  but  the  hand 
is  wanting.  Plenty  of  hands  are  ready,  too ;  and  it  does  not 
seem  good  to  the  eyes  of  a  poor,  miserable  weasel,  who  has  to 
creep  through  very  small  holes  to  catch  his  game,  to  let  that 
game  go  when  it  is  taken.  If  my  groat  brother,  who  has  told 
us  not  to  scralp  this  bee-hunter  and  her  he  calls  his  squaw,  will 
tell  us  the  name  of  his  tribe,  I  shall  be  glad.  I  am  an  ignorant 
liijin,  and  like  to  leani  all  I  can  ;  I  wish  to  learn  that.  Perhaps 
it  will  help  us  to  understand  why  he  gave  one  counsel  yesterday, 
and  another  to-day.  Tiierc  is  a  reason  for  it.  I  wish  to  know 
what  it  is.*' 

Ungqne  now  slowly  seated  himself.  Ue  ha«l  spoken  with 
great  moderation,  as  to  nuinner ;  and  with  such  an  airof  humil- 
ity  as  on(>  of  our  own  tlemagogues  in  apt  to  assume,  when  he 
tells  the  people  of  tlh'ir  virtues,  and  seems  to  lament  the  whole 
time  that  he,  himself,  wa«*  one  of  the  nieam^t  of  the  great 
human  family.  Peter  saw,  at  onee,  that  he  had  a  running 
rompLtitor.  anil  liad  a  little  dilKeulty  in  suppressing  all  exhib- 
ition (if  the  tii-ry  indignation  he  uetually  felt,  at  meeting  oppo- 
sition in  siirii  a  fjuarter.  Peter  wa*(  artful,  and  praotif«etl  in  all 
tilt*  wiles  of  inanairing  men.  but  ho  submitted  to  use  his  meani 
to  attain  a  i;reat  mil.  The  virtual  extinction  of  the  white  rare 
w:is  liis  ol»j<(M,  and  in  order  to  olfeet  it,  there  wa*  little  he 
Mould  liavr  iieHii:iti><l  to  do.  Now,  however,  when  for  the  fir4 
timi'  in  many  y«'ar>  a  glimmering  of  human  feeling  waa  ahiniaf 
on  tin-  darkness  of  iiis  mind,  he  f4mnd  himself  uneipectedlj 
oppi>seil  by  our  of  those  whom  he  had  formerly  found  so  Jifll- 
enlt  to  perMiade  intii  Iun  own  dire  plans  !  Had  that  one  beea 
a  chirf  of  any  renown,  the  circumstances  would  hare  bcca 
m>ire  toliTaMe;  but  here  was  a  man  pR'suroing  to  ruw  Ui 
vi»iee  :igain»t  him,  who,  so  far  :is  he  knew  any  thing  of  his  paH 
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ctreer,  had  not  a  nngle  claim  to  open  bis  month  in  rach  a 
eonnciU  With  a  volcano  raging  within,  that  snch  a  state 
of  things  would  be  likely  to  kindle  in  the  breast  of  a  savage  who 
had  been  for  years  a  successfol  and  nearly  unopposed  leader, 
the  mysterious  chief  roae  to  reply. 

*'  My  brother  says  he  is  a  weasel,**  observed  Peter,  looking 
round  at  the  circle  of  interested  and  grave  countenances  by 
which  he  was  surrounded.  '*  That  is  a  very  small  animal  It 
creeps  through  very  small  holes,  but  not  to  do  good.  It  is 
good  for  nothing.  When  it  goes  through  a  small  hole,  it  ia 
not  to  do  the  Injins  a  service,  but  for  its  own  purposes.  I  do 
not  like  weasels, 

*^  My  brother  is  not  afraid  of  a  bee-hunter.     Can  A«  tell  oa  H^ 
what  a  bee  whispers  f     If  he  can,  I  wish  he  would  tell  us.    Let 
him  show  our  young  men  where  there  is  more  honey^-where 
they  can  find  bear*s  meat  for  another  feast — where  they  can 
find  warriors  hid  in  the  woods. 

**  My  brother  says  the  bee-hunter  has  no  squaw.  How  does 
he  know  this  ?  Has  he  lived  in  the  lodge  with  them— paddled 
in  the  same  canoe— cat  of  the  same  venison  t  A  weasel  is  very 
small  It  might  steal  into  the  bee-hunter*s  lodge,  and  see  what 
is  there,  what  is  doing,  what  is  eaten,  who  is  hia  squaw,  and 
who  is  not — has  this  weasel  ever  done  so  t  I  never  saw  him 
there. 

^'  Brothers,  the  Great  Spirit  has  his  own  way  of  doing  things. 
He  does  not  stop  to  listen  to  weasels.  He  knows  there  are 
such  animals — there  are  snakes,  and  toads,  and  skunks.  Hie 
Great  Spirit  knows  them  all,  but  he  does  not  mind  them.  Ha 
is  wise,  and  hearkens  only  to  his  own  mind.  So  should  it  be 
with  a  council  of  great  chiefe.  It  should  listen  to  its  own  nund. 
That  is  wisilofo.     To  listen  to  the  mind  of  a  weasel  is  folly. 

*' Brothers,  you  have  l)ecn  told  that  this  weasel  does  not 
know  the  tribe  of  which  I  am  bom.  Why  should  yoo  know 
it?  Injins  once  were  foolish.  While  the  pale>fiicea  were 
getting  one  hunting-ground  after  another  from  them,  they  dug 
up  the  hatchet  against  their  own  friends.    They  took  eaeh 
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other's  scalps.  Tnjin  hated  Iiijin — trihe  hatdl  tribe.  I  am  of 
no  trilte,  and  no  one  ean  hate  nie  f(»r  my  people.  Y«>u  *oc  my 
skin.  It  is  red.  That  is  enou<;h.  I  sculp,  and  ^inoko,  and 
talk,  and  ^o  on  weary  paths  for  all  Injins  and  not  for  any  Xn\^. 
I  am  without  a  tribe.  Some  call  ine  the  Tribclo^**.  It  i* 
bettor  to  bear  that  name,  than  to  be  called  a  weasel.  I  hare 
done." 

TVter  had  so  much  success  by  this  arffumentnm  ad  hnminrm, 
tliat  m(»t  present  fanried  that  the  weasel  would  creep  throngii 
soinr  hole,  an<l  dis-ippear.  Xot  »o,  however,  with  Unique. 
He  was  a  dema«xo«xue,  after  an  Indian  fashion  ;  and  thin  i*  acla» 
of  men  that  ever  *'  make  capital"'  of  abust»s,  as  we  .\meri- 
rans  say,  in  our  nn)ney-jr«'ttinjj  habits.  Instead  of  itc'in^ 
frii^htene<l  otl'  th<'  ground,  he  aro«*e  to  answer  as  pn»niptly  as  if 
a  prarti-^ed  debater,  thouijh  witli  an  air  of  humility  so  pro- 
ton iicl.  that  no  nne  c<iu]d  take  offence  at  his  presumption. 

''Thr  unknown  rhirf  has  answered,''  he  saiil,  '•  I  am  cfla-L 
I  lov(?  to  hear  hi-*  words.  My  ears  are  always  open  when  he 
s]>caks  and  my  miii«I  i<  strontrer.  I  now  see  that  it  is  m^wj  he 
should  not  havi'  a  tribe.  He  may  l»e  a  Chen>keo,  and  then  our 
Warriors  wmild  wish  liim  ill."  Thi-*  wa^  a  lioine-thnisf,  m'»«l 
artiully  ioni-ralrd :  a  <  Mu-rokee  Uuntr  the  Indian  of  all  i*then 
the  mo*.t  Iiati'l  by  the  rhiet's  prest'ut ; — the  Cart  hai;ini.Hn4  i«f 
tlio.sL'  wi-t.rii  KomanN.  **  It  i«*  lu'tter  In*  should  ni>t  have  a 
trilM',  than  \>v  a  < 'ln'r<)kfe.      He  miirht  b«*ttfr  Ik?  a  Wfiisol. 

**  linithi  r^.  w«'  hav<'  bcrn  told  to  kill  "// the  pale-faces.  I 
likf  that  advi-i-.  Th«*  lan«l  cann«>t  have  two  owners.  If  a  pa^- 
l-i.-.'  iiwiiH  it,  a'i  liijiii  rannot.  If  an  Injin  owns  it,  a  p.ilefj>.-e 
raiinot.  Itiit  ihi' i-hiif  withi»ut  a  tribe  tells  us  not  to  kill  all. 
Il<- trJU  n^  to  kill  all  hut  the  ber-huntcr  an*I  his  s<piaw.  llf 
thiiiko  tliir*  Imi- hiiriti-r  i^  a  mcilieine  bcr  hunter,  and  liiav  J*» 
u-^  Injiii^  LTt  at  harm.      lie  wishes  to  let  him  iji*. 

"  P*n>th<r^.  thi^  i^^  not  my  way  of'  thinkini;.  If  is  lK*tter  to 
kill  th«'  bi'e  huiitrr  a  rill  hi^  -^^inaw  while  we  i*an,  that  there  may 
III'  nil  rii-in-  -n'h  niedieine  bee  huntiT*  to  fii^^hten  us  InjinN  ll 
on*'  bee-liuMter  eaii  do  so  much  harm,  what  would  a  trit«>  t*f 
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bee-honten  dot  I  do  sot  want  to  see  any  more.  It  is  a  dan* 
gerous  thing  to  know  how  to  talk  with  bees.  It  is  beet  that 
no  one  ahoald  have  that  power.  I  wonld  rather  never  taste 
honey  again,  than  live  among  pale-&ee8  that  can  talk  with  bees. 

^^  Brothers,  it  is  not  enough  that  the  pale-&ces  know  so  mnch 
more  than  the  red  men,  but  they  most  get  the  bees  to  tell  them 
where  to  find  honey,  to  find  bears,  to  find  warriors.  No ;  let 
na  take  the  scalp  of  the  bee-talker,  and  of  his  sqnaw,  that  there 
may  never  be  sach  a  medicine  again.     I  have  spoken.** 

Peter  did  not  rise  again.  He  felt  that  his  dignity  was  in- 
volved in  maintaining  silence.  Varions  chiefs  now  uttered  their 
opinions,  in  bricf^  sentenUoos  language.  For  the  first  time 
since  he  b^;an  to  preach  bis  crusade,  the  current  was  setting 
against  the  mysterious  chief.  The  Weasel  said  no  more,  bat 
the  Kints~he  Ead  thrown  out  were  improved  on  by  others.  It 
is  with  savages  as  with  civilised  men ;  a  torrent  must  find  vent 
Peter  had  the  sagacity  to  see  that  by  attempting  further  to 
aave  le  Bourdon  and  Margery,  he  should  only  endanger  hia 
own  ascendancy,  without  effecting  his  purpose.  Here  he  com- 
pletely overlaid  the  art  of  Ungque,  turning  his  own  defeat  into 
an  advantage.  After  the  matter  had  been  discussed  for  fully  an 
hour,  and  this  mysterious  chief  perceived  that  it  was  useless  to 
adhere  to  his  new  resolution,  he  gave  it  up  with  as  much  tact 
as  the  sagacious  Wellington  himself  could  manifest  in  yielding 
Catholic  emancipation,  or  parliamentary  reform;  or^  just  in 
seaston  to  prcnerve  an  appearance  of  floating  in  the  current,  and 
with  a  grai*e  that  duarmed  his  opponents. 

*'Brothons'*  said  Peter,  by  way  of  closing  the  debate,  **I 
have  not  seen  straight  Fog  sometimes  gets  before  the  ayeSi 
and  we  cannot  see.  I  have  been  in  a  fog.  The  breath  of  my 
brother  has  blown  it  away.  I  now  see  clearly,  I  see  that  bee- 
huntera  ought  not  to  live.  Let  this  one  die— let  his  sqnaw  di0| 
toor 

Tliis  t^rminatud  the  discussion,  as  a  matter  of  eonrn.  It 
wan  Holeniuly  decided  that  all  the  pale-iaces  then  in  the  Opan- 
iiign  should  be  cut  ofL     In  acquieacing  In  thb  deciskm.  Peter 
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had  no  mental  rosorvationa.  Ho  was  quite  Mnoerc.  When. 
:iftrr  sitting  twi)  lioura  lonpcr,  in  onler  to  arran«^?  ^till  more 
important  points,  the  council  an)so,  it  wan  witli  hin  entire  u- 
scnt  to  the  ilocisi*)n.  Tlie  only  power  he  retained  over  the 
subject,  was  that  of  directing  the  details  of  the  contemplated. 
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CHAPTER  XXm. 

■*  Why  to  thftt  graecAU  femato  hero 
With  yon  red  hontar  of  the  dMrf 
or  f»Dtto  melBud  abape,  iIm  mmbi 

rurctTUhAlUdetigiiM; 
T«t  with  the  ■tatrly  mr^f  wwXkM, 
Ab  the  were  of  hto  kind." 


Thb  fkmily  at  Castle  Meal  saw  nothing  of  any  Indian  until 
the  day  that  succeeded  the  council.  Oershom  and  Dorothy 
received  the  tidings  of  their  sister*s  marriage  with  rery  little 
emotion.  It  was  an  event  they  expected ;  and  as  for  bride-caka 
and  ceremonies  of  one  there  was  none  at  all,  and  of  the  other 
no  more  than  has  l>een  mentioned.  The  reUtivet  of  Margery 
did  not  break  their  hearts  on  acconnt  of  the  neglect  with  which 
they  had  been  treated,  but  received  the  young  couple  aa  if  one 
had  given  her  away,  and  the  other  *'  had  pulled  oflf  her  glore,*' 
aa  young  ladies  now  express  it,  in  deference  to  the  act  that  gene* 
rally  gives  the  coup  de  yrace  to  youthful  female  friondshipa.  On 
the  Openings,  neither  time  nor  breath  is  wasted  in  useless  com- 
pliments ;  and  all  was  held  to  be  well  done  on  this  occasion, 
because  it  was  done  legally.  A  question  might  have  been  raisad, 
indeed,  whether  that  marriage  had  taken  place  under  the  Ameri- 
can, or  under  the  English  flag;  for  General  Uull,  in  sorrendw- 
ing  Detrt)it,  had  included  the  entire  territory  of  Michigan^  aa 
well  us  troops  present,  troops  absent,  and  troops  on  the  march 
to  join  him.  Ilad  he  been  in  possession  of  Petei^s  mthleta 
secret,  which  wo  liap|>en  to  know  he  was  not,  he  could  not  have 
been  more  anxious  to  throw  the  mantle  of  British  authority 
around  all  of  his  race  on  that  remote  frontier,  than  he  prctved 
himself  to  be.  Still,  it  is  to  be  preaamed  thai  the 
16* 
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woiiM  have  ]>een  rcganleil  as  lefpil ;  conqnered  territories  ntn- 
ally  preseniiip:  their  hiws  and  usfiges  for  a  time,  at  lea*t.  A 
little  jokin<j  ]>as8ed,  as  a  matter  of  course  ;  for  this  is  dr  ripMfur 
ill  all  marriages,  except  in  thecasefl  of  the  most  cultivated:  aini 
<*ertai!ily  ueitlier  the  corporal  nor  Gcrshom  helongcd  to  the  elite 
of  human  society. 

Ahout  the  hour  of  hreakfust  Pifirconswing  eanic  in,  as  if  n> 
turning  from  one  of  his  ordinary*  hunttf.  Ue  brought  with  him 
ViMiisoii,  .'is  well  }Ls  several  vi'M  ducks  that  he  lia«l  killc«l  in  the 
Kalamazoo,  and  three  or  four  pniirie  hens.  The  Chippo«t 
never  l»et rayed  exuhation  at  the  success  of  his  exertions,  Imt  on 
this  ocrasien  lie  actually  appeared  sad.  Dorothy  received  hi* 
«xain(%  and  as  she  took  the  ducks  and  other  fowls,  she  spfjke  Vf 
him. 

•'Tliankyou,  Pijjjeonswinjj,'' said  the  youn^  matron.  ''No 
]ialc-fa4'e  couhl  he  a  better  provider,  and  many  are  not  one-half 
as  i^«nMl. 

*' What  ]>rovider  mean,  eh?"  demanded  the  literal-minded 
sava;re.      **  M<'an  »rood  :  mean  had,  eh  T' 

**<  Hi  !  it  means  «;o(m],  of  course.  I  could  say  nothing  against 
a  hunter  who  takes  h<»  j^ood  can*  of  us  all." 

**  What  he  mean,  ih-n .'" 

"  It  means  a  man  who  keeps  his  wife  and  children  well  Mp- 

plird  witli  f'MMl." 

**  You  \ivi  'iiiMjjrIi,  ell  r 

**  1  jrct  ciinii^h.  Piir''on>\*in«r,  thanks  to  your  industry,  such 
a-*  it  i^.  Iiijiii  dirt,  howcviT,  is  n(»t  always  the  K'st  ftirl^brijlian 
folk,  tliiiiiLrli  a  ImmIv  may  live  on  it.  1  miss  many  things,  oat 
liiTi'  ill  the  <>pc[ii[i^>,  to  \\hi('h  1  have  hcen  used  all  Uie  earh' 
l»art  I  if  iii\  lil'r." 

*'  What  -ijiiaw  ihI-h,  rli  ?    r'mj)s  Injin  tind  him  sometime.*" 

"  I  thank  ymi,  l*i:r,.nnNwin^,  with  all  my  heart,  and  am  jitft 

a«i  irratifiil  f-^r  ynur  •; 1  intentions,  as  I  should  Ik*  waa  yiHi  W 

i]«>  all  \<>u  \\\-\\.  It  is  the  mind  that  makes  the  marry,  and  ani 
always  tin-  d«-c«i.  liut  vnu  ran  never  tind  the  foinl  of  a  pale- 
f;Ki:  kitchen  out  here  in  the  openings  of  Michigan.      When  a 
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body  comes  to  reckon  np  all  the  good  thingn  of  Ameriky,  pIjo 
don't  know  where  to  begin,  or  where  to  rtop.  I  miss  tea  as 
much  aft  any  thing.  And  milk  comes  next  Then  there^s 
buckwheat  and  coffee — though  tilings  may  be  found  in  the 
woods  to  make  coffee  of,  but  tea  has  no  substitute.  Then,  I 
like  whcaton  broad,  and  butter,  and  potatoes,  and  many  other 
such  article^  that  I  was  used  to  all  my  life,  until  I  came  out 
here,  cl<»sc  to  sunset.  As  for  pies  and  custards,  I  canH  bear  to 
think  of  'em  now  !" 

Pigeonswing  looked  intently  at  the  woman,  as  »hc  carefully 
cnumenUed  her  fiivorites  among  the  dishes  of  her  home-kitchen. 
When  she  had  en<led,  he  raised  a  finger,  looked  still  more  sig- 
nificantly at  her,  and  said  : 

•*  Why  dt»n't  go  bjick,  get  all  dem  good  t'ings  ?  Better  for 
palo-f:M:e  t4>  eat  pale-face  food,  and  leave  Injin  Injin  food.** 

♦*  For  my  part,  Pigconswiiig,  I  wish  such  had  ever  been  the 
law.  Vcnisnn,  and  prairie  fowls,  and  wild  ducks,  and  trout,  and 
lioar's  meat,  and  wild  pigeons,  and  the  fish  that  are  to  be  found 
in  tlieso  western  rivers,  are  idl  good  ft>r  llicm  that  was  brought  up 
on  *eni,  but  tln'V  tire  an  ejist4Tn  palate  dreadfully.  Oive  mo 
roa'it  beef  any  day  before  buffalo's  hump,  and  a  goo«l  bam-yaril 
f.>Hl  lii'fon*  all  the  ganie-hinls  that  ever  flew." 

*'Yes:  dat  «le  way  palc-fjKe  wjuaw  feel.  Ik^ss  go  ba<*k,  and 
get  what  >he  like.     Hf'is  go  «jui<'k  as  she  <*an — gi»  to-day." 

'•I  in  in  no  >neh  hurry,  rigei>nswing,  and  I  like  these  Open- 
ing** well  enough  to  stay  a  while  longer,  and  see  what  all  lhes4» 
Injins  that  ihey  tell  me  are  about  'cm,  mean  to  do.  Now  we 
are  fairlv  among  your  j)e<»plo,  and  on  good  tonns  with  them, 
it  is  wiM'st  to  stay  where  we  an».  Tlioso  are  wartimes,  and 
travelling  is  dangerous  they  tell  mo.  When  Gorshom  an  1 
Bourdon  are  ready  to  Ntart,  I  shall  be  n-ady  t«H»." 

**  lii'^-i  iTft  ready,  now,"  njoinod  Pigeonswing;  who,  having 
given  thi"^  ailviee  with  point,  as  to  manner,  proceede<l  U^  the 
spring,  where  he  kiirlt  and  slaked  his  thirst.  The  manner  of 
the  i.'hippewa  w:lh  sueh  a**  to  attnict  the  attention  of  the  mis- 
Mi  »nary,  wh<i.  full  of  his  theory,  imagined  that  this  desire  to  get 
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rirl  of  the  wliitos  was,  in  some  way  or  other,  connected  with 
a  reluctance  in  the  Indians  to  confess  theinsi^Ive!^  Jew?*,  lie 
had  been  quite  as  much  surprised  as  he  was  diKappnintod.  »ith 
the  backwardness  of  the  chiefs  in  a*-cepting  tliis  tratlition,  an>i 
was  now  in  a  state  of  mind  that  predisposed  him  to  impute 
every  thing  to  this  one  cause. 

**  I  hope,  Pirreonswing,''  he  said  to  the  Chippewa,  wIiotii  h»- 
h:id  followed  to  the  sprinrr — **  I  hope,  I*i<xt*onswinir,  that  n" 
offeni-e  has  been  taken  by  tlie  chiefs  on  account  of  what  I  t"I  i 
them  yesterday,  Ci)ncernin^  their  bein*^  Jews.  It  Ls  what  I 
think,  and  it  is  an  honor  to  belonjj  to  <fod\s  chosen  people,  an  1 
in  no  si-nse  a  disjjrnice.  I  liope  no  offence  has  l»c'en  taki*n  on 
a'M'Ount  of  my  tellini;  tlie  cliiefs  tliey  are  Jews." 

**  Don't  rare  any  t'inj;  M»out  it,"  answered  the  litenil  Indian. 
rising  from  liis  kneelinsj  position,  and  wiping  his  month  wiili 
the  ba«k  of  his  hand.  **  Don't  care  wedder  Jew,  or  wi-ldvr 
Indian."" 

"  Ft)r  my  own  f»art,  gladly  would  I  have  it  to  say  thai  I  am 
doccn'lcd  frinn  Nrael." 

'*  Wliy  ilon't  s.iy  liirn,  if  he  make  you  grad  ?  GiM»d  to  U 
i;r:id.      All  Iiijin  l«»vc  to  hv  fjrad." 

••  r>r.;iiiM'  I  caiiiiiit  say  it  with  truth.  No;  I  come  '-f  the 
<Iriiiili's,  and  ni»t  "f  thr  Ilebrrw-s,  else  would  I  jjl«»ry  in  .sa\  in j 
1  am  a  .I«'W,  in  tin*  M-n-if  nf  extract ii)n.  thou;;h  ni»t  hi»w  in  tie 
s-ii^i-  «»r'  faith.  I  trust  tho  rhiefs  will  not  take  offence  .it  my 
t  ■\\\\\\r  tlirm  jiiM  uliat  I  think. " 

^'Trll  yuu  he  flon't  rare,"  rfturiied  Pii;eonswini;,  a  httir 
•TiiMily.  *•  D<»n't  eare  if  J<*w — fjon't  eare  if  Injin.  Know  lial 
make  no  ditb-renee.  Huntiiii^-irrtjund  ju<t  .sune — g^anio  jii*: 
"aine — "^ealp^  ju>t  s'im«'.      Make  no  ditferiMice,  ami  don't  care." 

"  1  am  ^lad  nf  this — l»ut  why  did  y*Mi  advise  lK»rothy  tn  quit 
th.'  <>|M'ijinirs  in  the  ha>ty  inanin*r  yon  did,  if  all  is  ri^rht  with 
thr  ••hi»-t''» .'  It  i^  n<»t  i^ihmI  tn  Mart  (»n  a  journey  w]th«>>it  pn- 
jiarati.in  aii<l  jira\rr.  Why.  tln-n.  tlid  you  pive  this  ailvico  U* 
l>..ri«Th\  t'l  ipiit  tin-  OjH-iiini;^  *••>  ^""n  .'" 

"  Im*.-^  fi.r  >«piaH   to  gi»  h«»m«-,  when  Injin  dijj  up  haU'lMt. 
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Openin'  full  of  warrior — prairie  full  of  warrior— wood  full  of 
warrior.     When  dat  so,  bess  for  squaw  to  go  home." 

**  Thb  would  be  true,  were  the  Indians  our  enemies.  Heav- 
en be  praised,  they  are  our  friends,  and  will  not  harm  us. 
Peter  is  a  great  chief,  and  can  make  his  young  men  do  what 
he  tells  them ;  and  Peter  is  our  friend.  With  Peter  to  stand 
by  us,  and  a  merciful  Providence  to  direct  us  where,  when, 
and  how  to  go,  we  can  have  nothing  to  fear.  1  trust  in  Divine 
Prnvidence." 

**  Who  he  Ikj  ?"  a^ked  Pigeonswing,  innocently,  for  his 
knowledge  of  English  did  not  extend  far  enough  to  compre- 
hend a  phrase  so  complicated,  though  so  familiar  to  ourselves. 
*'  Ho  know  all  paths,  eh  V 

**  Yes ;  and  directs  us  on  all  patlis — more  especially  such  as 
are  for  our  good.'* 

''  Bess  get  him  to  tell  you  path  in  to  Detroit.  Dat  good 
path,  now,  for  all  pale-faces." 

On  uttering  this  advice,  which  he  did  also  somewhat  point- 
edly, the  ('hij>|»cwa  IctTt  the  spring,  and  walked  toward  the 
kiniiel  of  Hive,  where  the  bee-hunter  was  busy  feeding  his  old 
c«>iii])ai)i(>n. 

'•You're  welcome  biu'k,  Pigeonswing,"  the  last  cordially 
remarked,  without  ]>ausing  in  his  occupation,  however.  **  I 
saw  that  you  came  in  loaded,  as  usuid.  Have  you  left  any 
de:ul  gimie  in  the  Openings,  for  me  to  go  and  back  in  with 

y.iu  r 

*'  You  open  ear.  Bourdon— you  know  what  Injin  say,**  rc- 
tuniod  the  Chippewa,  earnestly.  •*  When  dog  get  *nough 
come  wid  me.  <irot  something  to  tell.  Bess  hear  it,  when  he 
cau  hear  it.*' 

*'  You'll  fin<l  me  ready  en<»ugh  in  a  minute.  There,  Hive, 
my  tr<M>d  fellow,  that  ought  to  satisfy  any  reasonable  di»g,  and 
Tve  never  found  yi>u  unri'asonable  yet.  Well,  Chippewa,  hero 
I  am,  ^itli  my  ears  wide  o|>en — stop,  I've  a  bit  of  news,  fin»t, 
for  your  ears.  I>o  you  know,  Pigeonswing,  my  good  fellow, 
Uiat  I  am  married  T* 
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"  M.irry,  oh  ?     Got  squaw,  eh  f     Where  you  get  bim  T 

**  Here,  tc»  be  sure — whore  else  should  1  get  her?  There  h 
hut  (Mio  i^irl  ill  tliese  Opeiiinpfs  that  1  would  ask  to  be  my  wir<\ 
aii'l  she  has  l)een  asked,  and  answered,  yes.  Parson  Auien 
inarrio<l  uj*,  vesterday,  on  our  way  in  fnun  Prairie  Roiin4l ;  po 
tliat  puts  nie  on  a  footing  with  yourself.  When  you  XtoaA.  «»f 
your  squaw  that  you've  h'ft  in  your  wigwam,  I  can  Iniart  of 
niin«»  that  I  have  here.     Marger}-  is  a  girl  t«>  boast  of,  too  1*' 

**  Yes ;  go«»d  stjuaw,  dat.  Like  dat  sqnaw  pretty  well 
Nihher  see  hotter.  Bess  keep  squaw  alway  in  his  own  wig- 
wam." 

'^  Well,  mine  is  in  my  own  wigwam.  Castle  Meal  is  my 
j»n»perty,  and  she  <loes  it  honor.'' 

'*  Dat  aift  what  Injin  mean.  Mean  dis.  I^ss  have  wigwam 
at  home.  diTe,  where  pale-fiiee  lives,  and  hess  keep  squaw  in 
tint  wigwam.  Where  my  s<juaw,  chi  She  home,  in  my  wig- 
wam— take  ran*  i>f  papp«M)si',  hoe  eorn,  and  keep  groaud  good. 
So  he-is  wid  white  squaw — hess  h(»nie,  at  work.'* 

**  I  iM'lievi;  1  understand  what  you  mean,  Pigeon.  Well, 
home  we  mran  to  go,  In-fore  the  h inter  sets  in,  and  when  mat- 
trr-  have  a  littl«'  sfttK'd  down  between  the  English  and  VankeeSi 
It  i-n't  Site  travelliuir,  just  nt>w,  in  Michigan — ^jou  must  own 
tliat,  yourself,  my  good  f<*II«)W." 

Tin-  Indian  ap]M'an'il  at  a  los**,  now,  how  to  express  hinmelf 
further.  Oil  «tii<>  sidi*  was  his  faith  to  his  eolor,  and  his  dn*ad 
«»f  Pi'tt-r  ami  th<'  irrrat  rliiots ;  on  the  other,  his  htri>ng  n»ipirl 
for  the  ]»re-hunter.  lie  pondered  a  moment,  and  then  t«>ok  lii^ 
own  inaniirr  of  rommunicating  that  wliieli  he  wished  to  say. 
1li('  t'a<  t  that  his  frieinl  wiLs  married  niaiie  no  great  ditfer\*nce 
in  \i\^  a< I V }•■!'.  t'or  thr  Indian  was  mu«di  too  shrewd  an  idisorror 
not  to  li:iM>  drti«-tc«l  the  Iiee-hunterV  attaehment.  He  hail  n«4 
'^upp"^!'  1  it  po>^il.l.'  to  separate  his  triend  from  the  family  «»f 
liiT-^hom,  thoui;h  he  did  Mippi^M*  there  wouM  he  lew  diflieuhy 
in  LT'ttini;  him  t^i  iro  on  a  path  different  fniui  that  wliieh  the 
ini^<*i<i[iary  anil  rurporal  miirht  take.  His  uwn  great  purp««ie 
u:i<«  tit  siTM'  li*  Ijourdon,  and  how  many  or  how  few  might  in- 
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cidentaBy  profit  by  it  be  did  not  care.  Tbe  tratb  compeb  tis  to  \  ^  • 
own,  tbat  eyen  Margery's  cbarms,  and  natore,  and  warm-bearted  Vl.^  i , 
interest  in  all  around  ber,  bad  fiiiled  to  make  any  impreaaion  on  ^  .  ^  ^ 
bis  maibte-like  feelings ;  while  tbe  bee-bunter^s  habits,  skill  in  4^ 
bis  cralt  and  close  connection  with  himself  at  tbe  month  of  the 
river,  and  more  especially  in  liberating  bim  from  his  enemiea, 
had  united  bim  in  a  comrade*8  (Hendship  with  ber  bnaband.  It 
was  a  little  singular  Uiat  this  Chippewa  did  not  fall  into  Petei'a 
snperstitioas  dread  of  tbe  bee-bunter*s  necromancy,  thon^  be 
was  aware  of  all  that  bad  passed  the  preyioos  day  on  the 
prairie.  Either  on  account  of  bis  greater  fiuniliarity  with  le 
Bourdon's  habit^  or  because  be  was  in  the  secret  of  the  trick 
of  the  whiskey-spring,  or  from  a  closer  knowledge  of  white  men 
and  their  ways,  this  young  Indian  was  freer  fWnn  apprehensions 
of  this  nature,  perhaps,  than  any  one  of  the  tame  color  and 
origin  within  many  miles  of  tbe  spot  In  a  word,  Pigeonswing 
regarded  tbe  bee-hunter  as  bis  friend,  while  be  looked  upon  the 
other  pale-faces  as  so  many  persons  thrown  by  accident  in  bis 
company.  Now  that  Mai^ry  had  actually  become  his  friend's 
squaw,  his  interest  in  her  was  somewhat  increased  ;  though  she 
had  never  obtained  that  interest  in  bis  feelings  that  she  had 
awakene<l  in  the  breast  of  Peter,  by  her  attentions  to  bim,  her 
gentleness,  light-hearted  gaiety,  and  womanly  care,  and  all  with- 
out the  least  design  on  her  own  part 

'*  No,'*  answered  the  Chippewa,  after  a  moment's  reflection, 
**  no  very  safe  for  Yankee,  or  Yankee  Injin.  Don't  t'ink  my 
scalp  very  safe,  if  chief  know'd  I'm  Yankee  runner.  Bess  alwi^ 
to  keep  scalp  safe.  Dem  Pottawattamie  I  take  care  not  to  see. 
Know  all  about  'em,  too.  Know  what  ha  Mjf — ^know  what  he 
c/o — b'lieve  I  know  what  he  fink,'** 

*'  I  dill  not  see  you,  Pigeon,  among  tbe  red  yoiug  men,  yea> 
terday,  out  on  Prairie  Round." 

*'  Know  too  much  to  go  dere.  Crowsfeather  and  Pottawatta- 
mie out  dere.  Ik>fls  not  go  near  dem  when  dey  have  eye  opes* 
Take  *cin  asleep.  Dat  bess  way  wid  sieh  Injin.  Catch  *rai 
some  time !     But  your  ear  open,  Bonrdoii  f* 
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**  Wide  open,  ray  good  frieod — what  have  you  to  whimper 

in  it  r 

*'  You  look  hard  at  Peter  when  he  come  in.  If  he  I'ink 
^ood  deal,  and  don't  say  much,  when  he  do  Bpeak,  mind  uhat 
lie  say.      If  he  smile,  and  very  much  friend,   mast   hab   hi» 

s«'alp.'* 

**  Chippewa,  Peter  is  my  friend,  lives  in  my  cabin,  and  eati 
of  my  lnvad  I     Tin?  hand  that  touches  him,  touclies  me." 

**  Which  boss,  eh — his  scalp,  or  your  n  ?  If  he  rrrv  much 
friend  when  he  come  in,  his  scalp  mus>  cnme  t>iF,  or  ynur'n. 
Yes,  jnss  so.  Dat  dc  way.  Know  liijin  better  daii  y»»u  kni»w 
him,  liniirdon.  Yon  ^ood  bee-hunter,  but  poor  Injin.  Eld»or}* 
body  hab  hi**  way — Injin  j^ot  his.  Peter  lau^i^h  and  very  mui'h 
friend,  when  he  como  home,  den  he  mean  to  hab  f/our  s^'alp. 
If  ilnn't  sMiilc,  and  don't  socm  very  much  friend,  but  I'Kik 
down,  ainl  t'ink,  t*ink,  t'ink,  don  he  no  mean  to  hurt  you,  but 
try  ti)  tri-t  you  out  nf  hand  of  rhij*f«i.      l)at  all." 

As  Pii^i'on^wiui;  r.»nrhiilcd,  he  walked  coolly  away,  leaiinij 
hi>  frifu-l  to  ruminate  on  thf  alttTiiativf  «if  M-alp  or  iio  >i-;i'p  ! 
Tin-  l»(r-liunt«'r  ni)w  uiidcr>tood  the  Chippewa  perfectly,  lie 
w.i^  aw  an-  that  this  inan  had  means  of  his  own  to  aseiTtain 
wli.ii  w.-iN  j)a^^iii<r  arouuil  him  in  the  Openinj^s,  and  he  had  iliv 
utiiioNt  iiiiiti-hMM'f  ill  hi>  iiitrixrity  and  j^ood  wishes.  If  a  re-i 
mail  is  slow  to  t'oriTft  an  injury.  In-  never  forgets  a  favi»r.  lu 
till-  hi-  was  a-i  unlike  as  poH*.il)li.«  i<»  mo-*t  of  the  pale-faces  who 
wrn-  M:|)p!antiMir  his  r.n-c,  for  thcsi*  Ixst  liad,  and  have,  :i*  ex- 
tra. >r.  I  inar\  a  triia.ity  in  l<»siiisr  siirht  tif  benetits,  as  they  have 
in  riin«-inln'rlnir  wrtMiLT**. 

Vt\  -oiiji-  iin-aiis  ..r  otlirr,  it  was  now  rlear  thai  Pii;ei»n-»«ins|: 
t'<>r«  s.iw  th.-it  a  •  ri^is  wa^  at  hand.  Had  le  r>ouriion  been  a» 
iji-  "niif.  :.  t|  aii'l  s,,lii:iiy  a^  In'  was  uhen  lie  tirst  met  the  Cliip- 
|M  wa,  it  i-  II.. t  pr..lialil«'  tiiat  iith«T  the  words  or  the  manner  of 
lii-  friiii.l  wiiiij.l  haM-  produei-'l  mn«"li  imprt'sMon  on  him,  ik» 
litiji  a-  ■  ii-t..ine"l  wa**  In-  l-i  .|\\«11  on  the  h:i2ards«>f  his  frontier 
p'.-iti..ii.  itiit  till'  .asr  was  now  altoirrther  «'hansreil.  Manrery 
aii«l  In-r .  laiiii^  si.Hid  tori-iiio<,t  in  his  mind:  and  thnmj^h  Mar^cer}' 
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I  DcXij  ft&d  her  huftlMmd.  There  was  do  mistaking  Pigeons- 
wing's  intention.  It  was  to  give  warning  of  some  immediate 
danger,  and  a  danger  that,  in  some  way,  was  connected  with 
the  deportment  of  Peter.  It  was  easy  enoogh  to  comprehend 
the  allouons  to  the  mysterious  chiefs  smiles  and  mehmcholy ; 
and  the  bee-hunter  understood  that  he  was  to  watch  that  In- 
diao's  manner,  and  take  the  alarm  or  bestow  his  confidence 
accordingly. 

Le  Bourdon  was  not  left  long  in  doubt  Peter  arrired  about 
half-aa-hour  after  Pigeonswing  had  gone  to  seek  hb  rest ;  and 
from  the  instant  he  came  in  sight,  our  hero  discerned  the 
thoughtful  eye  and  melancholy  manner.  These  signs  were  still 
more  obvious  when  the  tribelesa  Indian  came  nearer ;  so  obvi- 
ous, indeed,  as  to  strike  more  than  one  of  those  who  were  inte- 
rested observers  of  all  that  this  extraordinary  being  said  and 
did  Among  others,  Margery  was  the  first  to  see  this  change, 
and  the  first  to  let  it  influence  her  own  manner.  This  she  did^ 
notwithstanding  le  Bourdon  had  said  nothing  to  her  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  in  defiance  of  the  bashful  feelings  of  a  bride ;  which, 
under  circumstances  less  marked,  might  have  induced  her  to 
keep  more  in  the  back-ground.  As  Peter  stopped  at  the  spring 
to  quench  hiA  thintt,  Margery  was,  in  truth,  the  first  to  approach 
and  to  speak  to  him. 

**You  seem  weary,  Peter,'*  said  the  young  wife,  somewhat 
timidly  as  t4>  voice  and  air,  but  with  a  decided  and  honest  mani- 
festation of  interest  in  what  she  was  about  Nor  had  Margery 
gonu  empty-handed.  She  took  with  her  a  savory  dish,  one 
of  those  that  the  men  of  the  woods  love — ^meat  cooked  in  its 
own  juices,  and  garnished  with  several  little  additions,  that  her 
skill  in  the  arts  of  civilised  life  enabled  her  to  supply. 

**  You  seem  tired,  Peter,  and  if  I  did  not  fear  to  say  it,  I 
should  tell  you  that  you  also  seem  sad,**  said  Maigery,  as  she 
plared  her  dish  on  a  rude  table  that  was  kept  at  the  spot,  for 
the  convenience  of  those  who  seldom  respected  hours,  or  mgOr 
krity  of  any  sort  in  their  mcak  **  Here  is  food  that  yoa  lik% 
which  I  have  cooked  with  my  own  I 
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Tlic  Indian  looked  intently  at  the  timid  and  charmiiig  ] 
creature,  y,ho  cainc  forward  thns  to  contribute  to  his  comfiirtR, 
an<l  tho  sad<lenod  expression  of  hi^  countenance  dccpeDC«i  He 
W21S  fatigued  and  hunjcny,  and  he  ate  for  some  time  witbtNit 
Bpoakin^,  beyond  uttering  a  brief  expression  of  hia  tiiankiL 
Wlic-n  his  appetite  was  ap|>ea8ed,  however,  and  she  who  had  so 
sedulously  attended  to  his  wants  was  aboat  to  remore  the  re- 
mains uf  the  dish,  he  »ipied  with  his  finger  for  her  to  draw 
noaror,  intiinatinpr  that  he  had  something  to  say.  yiargerj 
obeyeil  without  hesitation,  though  the  color  flitted  in  her  (aoe 
like  the  <>han<;cs  in  an  evening  sky.  But  so  much  good  wiH 
and  oDiitidenoe  had  been  awakened  between  these  two,  thai  a 
dau«j:hter  w«nild  not  have  drawn  near  to  a  fi&tltcr  with  mora  con- 
tiilenec  than  Mar«i:«.Ty  stood  before  Peter. 

^'Mcdicine-nian  do  what  I  tell  him,  young  squaw,  ehT*  de- 
manded Petor,  smiling  slightly,  and  for  the  first  time  since  they 
had  met. 

**  By  medieino-man  do  you  mean  Mr.  Amen,  or  Bonrdimf* 
the  liritle  asked  in  her  turn,  her  whole  face  reflecting  the  confin 
si^n  she  felt,  seareely  knowing  why. 

**  r>ol\  One  medieine-man  say  his  prayer;  t*  odder  medi- 
eiiK-maii  take  young  s(piaw*s  hand,  and  lead  her  into  his  wig- 
wam.     l)at  wliat  I  mean." 

''  1  am  married  to  1>ourdon,"  n*tnnied  Margcr}',  dropping  her 
eyes  t«»  the  irr«Mind,  *' if  that  be  what  you  wish  to  know.  1  ht«pe 
y«»u  think  I  ^•liall  liave  a  go<id  husban<l,  Peter." 

**  Hope  si»,  tuo — ne]>]>er  know  till  time  come.  All  g»>mj  fi»r 
little  \v}iil« — injin  good,  s<|uaw  good.  Jush  like  weadder. 
Si»Mietim»'  niin — «»nH'tinie  !*t»»rm — s«>niotinie  sunshine.  Joss 
so  will  Injin,  jii-*^  so  wid  pale-t'aee.  No  ditferiMice.  All  same. 
Y«Mi  s,.,.  «|at  ejoud  .'  —lie  little  now;  but  let  wind  blow,  he  gn^w 
l'i:r.  aii«l  \ou  MO  nuttin'  but  eloud.  Ix't  him  have  plenty  uf 
sun-liine.  :inil  lie  go  away;  den  all  elear  over  he:uL  Dat  beai 
way  t«»  live  w'ui  \i\i^\Kiiu\/* 

"Anil  that  i-^  the  way  whieli  Bourdon  and  I  will  always  life 
t'»i:i'th(T.      Whrn  Wi*  get  back  among  our  own  people,  Peter, 
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sad  are  1Mii|f  comfortablj  in  a  pale-&ce  wigwam,  with  pale-fiice 
food,  and  pale-face  drinlu,  and  all  the  other  good  things  of  pale- 
fiiee  housekeeping  about  na,  then  I  hope  yon  will  come  and  see 
how  happj  we  are,  and  pasa  some  time  with  oa.  Every  year  I 
wiiih  yon  to  come  and  see  na,  and  to  bring  us  venison,  and  Bour- 
don will  gtve  you  powder,  and  lead,  and  blankets,  and  all  you 
nay  want,  unless  it  be  fire-water.  Fire-water  he  has  promised 
aerer  again  to  give  to  an  Injin." 

**  No  find  any  more  whiskey-spring,  eh  f  *'  denumded  Peter, 
greatly  interested  in  the  young  woman's  natural  and  warm- 
hearted manner  of  proposing  her  hospitalities.  **  So  bess — so 
besB.  QnaX  curne  for  Injin.  Plenty  honey,  no  fire-water.  All 
dat  good.     And  I  come,  if — ^*' 

Here  Peter  stopped,  nor  could  all  Margery's  questions  induce 
him  to  complete  the  sentence.  His  gaxo  at  the  earnest  coun- 
tenance of  the  bride  was  such  as  to  give  her  an  indefinite  sort 
of  nneasincM,  not  to  say  a  feeling  of  alarm.  Still  no  explana- 
tion passed  between  them.  Margery  remained  near  Peter  for 
some  time,  administering  to  his  wants,  and  otherwise  demean- 
ing her3M.*lf  much  as  a  daughter  might  have  done.  At  length  le 
Bourdon  joined  them.  The  salutations  were  friendly,  and  the 
manner  in  which  the  myKterions  chief  regarded  the  equally 
mysterious  bec-huntcr,  was  not  altogether  without  a  certain 
degree  of  awe.  Boden  perceived  this,  and  was  not  slow  to  com- 
prehend that  he  owed  this  accession  of  influence  to  the  scone 
whit'h  hail  occurred  on  the  prairie. 

^^  Is  the  great  council  ended,  Peter  ?'*  asked  the  bee-hunter, 
when  the  little  interval  of  silence  had  been  observed. 

••  Yes,  it  over.     No  more  council,  now,  on  Prairie  Round.'* 

**  An<l  the  chiefs  —  have  they  all  gone  on  their  proper  patha  t 
What  has  become  of  my  old  acquaintance,  Crowafeather  I  and 
all  the  rest  of  them — Bear  s  Meat,  in  particular  f" 

*^  All  gone.  No  more  council  now.  Agree  what  to  do,  and 
so  go  away." 

**But  an*  red  men  always  as  good  aa  their  wordaf  do  thoy 
pefform  always  what  they  pntmise  f 
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"Sartain.     Ebbery  man  ought  do  what  he  say.     Dut  Injin 

law — no  palc-facc  law,  ch  r 

**  It  may  be  the  lair,  Peter,  an<l  a  ven*  jjood  law  it  i»;  bat 
we  wbite  men  <1«>  not  always  mimi  our  own  law^" 

**  Dat  bad — Great  Spirit  don't  like  dat/'  returned  Peter, 
lot)kiiiix  pave,  and  slowly  shakinor  his  hea^i.  *'D»t  very  b»«i. 
AVIien  Injin  say  he  d*)  it,  den  he  <lo  it,  if  he  can.  If  can't,  n" 
help  for  it.  Send  sqnaw  away  now,  Hourdon — l>ess  n«»t  to  lei 
squaw  hear  \Nhat  men  say,  or  will  always  want  to  hear." 

Le  B«»urd<)n  lauixhe*!,  as  he  turned  to  Marger}*  and  repeat^*] 
these  words.  The  young  wife  eolorcil,  but  she  took  it  in  !j»>»*l 
])art,  an«l  ran  up  toward  the  palisa<led  lodge,  like  one  who 
was  glad  to  be  rid  of  her  eompanions.  Peter  waitetl  a  few 
moments,  then  turning  his  head  slowly  in  all  directions,  V» 
make  sure  of  not  being  overheard,  he  began  to  lay  open  hi* 
mind. 

"'  You  been  on  Prairie  Round,  Bourdon — you  see  Injin 
der»' — chief,  warrior,  young  men,  hunter,  all  <len»." 

*'  1  saw  them  all,  Peter,  and  a  g<M»dly  Mght  it  was — what  l^e- 
tween  paint,  aTi«l  meilals,  and  bows  and  arrows,  and  tooiahawkis 
and  all  y^mr  brav4'ry  I" 

"  Voii  like  to  see  him,  eh  ?  Yes;  he  line  t'ing  to  look  at- 
Wrll,  dat  eounril  call  tog»*d<ler  by  me — you  know  dat,  X*m\ 
iJniirdoii  .'" 

'*  1  hav«'  hcanl  you  say  that  such  was  your  intention,  and  I 
siipp«»>c  you  di«l  it,  chief.  They  tell  in«'  you  have  great  |»«»wer 
ainoMLT  your  own  peoph',  and  that  they  do  very  much  a>  }oa 

tell     tll.M,,     to     do." 

Pi'ti-r  l^iMked  irraver  than  ever  at  this  n*mark ;  and  one  of 
hi^  --tartlinix  L^leam^  of  ferocity  pa^^sed  over  his  dark  connte- 
naiii-e.     Then  he  an-were«l  with  his  en«iti>mary  self-conimanil. 

*•  S.»inctiMie  -^o."  [ir  sai<i ;  '*son)»'time  ntit  so.  Ycster«lay. 
n..t  -.1.  heri'  i-  chief  dat  want  to  put  Peter  under  hiA  f.«»l .' 
lb-  tr\.  but   he  no  .l.>   it  I      [   know  Pet*T  well,  and    kn.iw   dat 

»hiet",   t'M.." 

*•  Thi-1  is  new>  to  me,  Peti-r.  and   I  am  suqjrised  to  hear  iL 
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I  diti  think  that  even  the  great  Tecumthe  was  Bcarcclj  as  big  a 
chief  ft«  you  arc  yourself/' 

"  Yes,  pretty  big  chief;  dat  true.  But,  among  Injin,  ebbery 
man  can  »peak,  and  nebber  know  which  way  council  go.  Some- 
time he  go  one  way ;  sometime  he  go  tudder.  You  hear  Bough 
of  Oak  »peak,  eh  ?     Tell  me  dat  ?*' 

'*  You  will  remember  that  I  heard  none  of  your  speakers  on 
I*rairie  Round,  Peter.  I  do  not  remember  any  such  orator  as 
thi»*ll<»ughofOak." 

**  He  great  rascal,'*  said  Peter,  who  had  picked  up  some  of 
the  garriHon  expressions  among  those  from  whom  he  acquired 
tlie  knowledge  of  English  he  possessed,  such  as  it  was.  **  Los- 
ten,  Bourdon.     Nebber  bess  stand  too  much  in  Peter's  way." 

The  bee-hunter  laughed  freely  at  this  remark ;  for  his  own 
success  the  previous  day,  and  the  impression  he  had  evidently 
made  on  that  occasion,  emboldened  him  to  take  greater  liberties 
with  the  mysteri<ms  chief  than  hud  been  his  wont. 

'*  1  should  think  that,  Peter/'  cried  the  young  man,  gaily — 
**  I  ^houIil  think  ull  that.  Ft>r  one,  I  should  choi>8e  to  get  out 
of  it.  The  path  you  tnivel  is  your  own,  and  all  wise  men  will 
leave  you  to  jtuirney  alon^  it  in  your  own  fanhion." 

*•  Yei* ;  dat  bess  way/'  aiiswereil  the  great  chief,  with  admir- 
ablo  simpli<*ity.  '*  Don't  like,  when  he  sjiys  yes,  to  hear  anud- 
der  chief  say  no.  Dat  an't  gooil  way  t«»  do  bupiness,"  Thesic 
wiTi»  expre:«Mons  eaujriit  from  the  trading  whiles,  and  were  often 
u-k-d  by  thojM-  who  got  their  English  from  them.  *'I  tell  you 
Vine  t'ing,  Bounlon — dat  Bough  of  Oak  ver}'  f(H>lish  Injin  if  he 
put  fo<»t  on  my  path/' 

'•Thii*  \*  plain  ent>ugh,  Peter/'  rejoined  le  Bourdon,  who 
was  unconcernedly  repairing  some  of  the  tools  of  his  onliuary 
cnift.  '*  By  the  way,  I  am  greatly  in  your  debt,  I  le.irn,  for 
one  thing.  They  tell  me  I've  got  my  H4]uaw  in  my  wigwam  a 
go<Ml  deal  M toner,  by  your  advice,  tlian  I  might  have  otherwise 
done.  Marjrery  is  now  my  ^ife,  I  sup|K>se  you  know;  ami  I 
thank  you  heartily,  for  helping  me  to  get  married  so  much 
sooner  than  I  expected  to  be.** 
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ITore  Peter  grasped  Boimlon  by  the  hand,  and  poared  out 
his  whole  soul,  secret  hopes,  fean»,  and  wwhes.  On  this  occa- 
sion he  spoke  in  the  Indian  dialo»rt— one  of  tho«5  that  he  knew 
the  bee-hunter  unden«tood.  And  we  trannlate  what  he  *aid 
freely  into  English,  presen'ing  as  much  of  the  original  idiom  as 
the  change  of  language  will  permit. 

**  Listen,  hunt  or  of  the  bee,  and  great  mwlicino  of  the  palc- 
fa(»es,  and  hear  what  a  ehief  that  knows  the  red  men  is  aKiol 
to  tell  you.  J  Ait  my  words  go  into  ynur  ears ;  let  them  stay 
in  your  mind.  They  are  words  that  will  do  ytiu  gooil.  It  l« 
not  wise  to  let  surh  words  come  out  agsiiu  by  the  hole  thn»ugfa 
whifh  they  have  just  entered. 

*•  My  young  fririid  knows  our  tnulitions.  They  do  not  tell 
UN  that  the  Injins  wen*  Je\*s;  they  tell  us  that  the  Manitoa 
iToati'*!  them  red  men.  lliey  tell  us  that  our  fathen  uM?d  theM 
hunting-grounds  i-vtT  sin«*e  the  earth  wjis  placed  on  the  ba'^k  of 
tin*  big  tort«»ise  whieh  upholds  it.  The  pale-faces  sjiy  the  earth 
niuvrs.  It*  this  be  true,  it  moves  as  slowly  as  the  tortoise  «alk^ 
It  lannot  have  g«uie  far  since  the  Great  Spirit  lifted  hi*  hand 
ottit.  It'  it  move,  the  hunting-grounds  move  with  it,  an^i  the 
tritirs  move  with  tln'ir  own  hunting-grouutls.  It  may  l«o  that 
some  of  tin'  pah*-fa«'e>  urv  lost,  but  n«>  Injin  is  li>st — the  medi- 
rihr  piii'^t  is  mi>takrn.  He  has  ]ooke<l  so  often  in  hi»  Uvik, 
that  111-  Mi'^  n«»thiiig  l»ut  uliat  is  then',  lie  dtK*s  nt)t  !<*c  what 
is  licfiin'  hi>  ryes  at  his  siil«\  bi-hind  hi'«  back,  all  aniund  hini. 
1  havr  known  su>h  Injins.  Thi*y  M'e  but  one  thing;  even  the 
ih'rr jump  ai'io»  tlnir  paths,  anil  are  not  seen. 

**  Surh  an*  our  tra»litions.  Thoy  tell  us  that  this  l.ind  was 
Lrixrn  til  thr  rrd  mi-ii.  an«l  \\f*X  to  p:de-facos.  Tliat  none  Imt 
n-il  men  h.-i\r  any  ri«:ht  to  hunt  iivn*.  Tlie  (r rent  Spirit  lian 
law-.  Il<' ha-  told  u- tlu'so  lawN.  They  tear h  us  to  love  «Mir 
l'rirn.l>,  au'l  to  hati-  unr  meinii-*.  You  don't  believe  this  Bt»nr- 
■  hill ;"  oli^.rvinLT  tin*  brt-hunter  to  winee  a  little,  as  if  he  found 
till"  d«"triiir  bad. 

**'Jhi-  i>  niit  what  our  priests  tell  m*,"  answen*d  le  Board*4L 
**Tliiy  ti'il  u-  thai  the  whilo  man's  (kmI  eonmiands  as  X**  lore 


] 
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nil  alike — to  do  gotxl  to  oar  enemies,  to  love  them  that  wish 
us  harm^  aiid  to  treat  all  men  as  we  would  wish  men  to  treat 
ua. 

Peter  was  a  good  deal  surprised  at  this  doctrine,  and  it  was 
nearly  a  minute  before  he  resumed  the  discourse.  Ho  had 
recently  heard  it  several  times,  and  it  was  slowly  working  its 
way  into  his  mind. 

**  Such  are  our  traditions,  and  such  are  our  laws.  Look  at 
mc.  Fifty  winters  have  tried  to  turn  my  hair  white.  Hme 
can  <lo  that  Tlie  hair  is  the  only  part  of  an  Injin  that  ever 
turns  white ;  all  the  rest  of  him  is  red.  That  is  his  color.  The 
game  knows  an  Injin  by  his  color.  The  tribes  know  him. 
Ever}'  thing  knows  him  by  his  color.  He  knows  the  things 
ikhii'h  the  Great  Spirit  has  given  him,  in  the  same  way.  lie 
gets  used  to  them,  and  they  are  his  acquaintances.  lie  does 
Dot  like  .ntniuge  things.  He  does  not  like  strangers.  White  men 
arc  ^trangu^s,  and  ho  does  not  like  to  see  tht'in  on  his  hunting- 
ground.  If  thfv  come  singly,  to  kill  a  few  butlaloes,  or  to  look 
fur  honey,  or  to  cat<'h  beaver,  the  Injins  would  not  complain. 
They  l«»ve  to  give  of  their  abundance.  The  pale-facrs  do  not 
C(*me  in  this  fashion.  They  do  not  come  as  guests ;  they  como 
as  miL^ters.  They  comt'  and  they  stay.  Each  year  of  my  lifty 
liave  I  heard  <>f  new  tribes  tlmt  have  been  driven  by  them 
toward  the  s<'tting  sun. 

**  l*>t>urdon,  for  many  seasons  I  have  thought  of  this.  I  have 
tried  to  find  a  way  to  stop  them,  lliere  is  but  one.  That 
w:iy  niu^t  the  Injins  try,  or  give  up  their  hunting-grounds  to 
the  stningers.  No  nation  likes  to  give  up  its  hunting-gnmnds. 
Tho)  come  from  th<»  Manitou,  and  one  day  he  may  ask  to  ha%'e 
thfUi  back  again.  What  couKl  the  n?d  men  say,  if  they  let  the 
pah'-faces  take  them  away.  No;  this  we  cannot  do.  We  will 
first  try  the  one  thing  that  is  to  be  done." 

*'I  believe  I  understand  you,  Teter,"  oWrvcd  lo  Bounlon, 
finding  that  lii>  companion  paused.  *'  You  mean  war.  War, 
in  the  Injin  mode  t»f  redressing  all  wrongs;  war  against  maOy 
Homan,  and  child!*' 
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Potcr  no(lilo«l  in  ;io«|uu''*rence,  Hxisjir  Iiis  jjjlowinji  cyoi*  on  the 
boe-liiiiiti-r's  tai-o,  .i*  if  t»)  roa  1  his  s^uL 

'•Am  I  to  uinlorstaii'l,  tlu'H,  that  Vtui  and  v«nir  fncri«i.s  th* 
ohii'ts  aiul  thi'ir  folio wrrs,  that  I  «i\v  on  Prairie  Uoun«l,  inran 
t<»  hoirin  with  us,  half-a-»loztMi  whites,  of  whom  two  arc  woioen. 
wln>  haj»ju'ii  t«i  he  hero  in  your  jjower — that  our  sscalps  arol" 
1h'  the  tir>t  taken.'" 

**  Fir-^t  I  — no,  IJourdon.  Peter's  hand  hjis  taken  a  pvai 
many,  y^ars  siner.  lie  has  ^nt  a  name  for  his  dced-N  hR'I  o*^ 
loiiLT'T  «lan'  ir«»  to  thr  white  men's  forts.  Ho  does  not  lo..kf"r 
Vanki'i'>,  ln'  looks  tor  j>ale-faeos.  When  lie  nieels  a  palr-fa-o 
on  till-  prairie*,  or  in  the  woods,  he  trirs  to  jjet  his  scalp.  TIi:* 
ha^  \u'  done  for  years,  and  many  has  he  taken." 

"  TiiiN  i>  a  Moody  aeeoiint  y»m  arc  ^ivinj^  of  yourself,  Peter. 
and  I  wt>nM  rather  yt»u  should  not  have  told  it.  Some  ^a''h 
a-cMiiit  1  havtr  heard  hetore ;  hut  livinir  with  you,  and  ealini. 
.jiid  'Irinkinir.  and  >lrej>inLr.  and  travelling  in  your  e«»injiaiiv,  I 
had  not  c»nly  li«»jn'd,  hut  he;;un  to  think,  it  w:i9  mU  true." 

••it  i^  tnii-.  My  wi^li  is  t«»  «'ut  ort"  the  paie-faees.  Tlii**  mu-t 
I.'  doiii'.  iir  tlu'  palf-fa«M"i  will  rut  «»lV  the  Injins.  Then^  is  ii» 
'  }i  ►jii'.  <  )iH*  nation  or  liif  othiT  must  he  •leMroyo«I.  I  am  \ 
1-1  man;  my  luart  tills  iiii>  tliat  th«'  pale-fiM'es  >li.»uld  ii--. 
Tii-y  ap-  i»n  Mraniri'  Imntinir-irrouiitK,  nut  tlie  red  men.  Hn-y 
ir-  wr  "Iil:,  \s.'  an-  riirlit.  liut,  li.iurdon.  I  liavr  frien.!*  a:!:.-:;^ 
i!i.-  jia!.'  ta.-«''.  an  1  it  is  n-it  nalnral  t'»  s.-ilp  .mr  frifnd*.  I  .■■- 
Ml!  inid-'r-t.ind  a  rriiiri'in  tli;it  ti-lls  u^  to  l.i\e  'Uir  eni'inics.  .i:.  i 
1  .  .1..  ^f...i  1  t.i  ill.  Ill  tliat  d«»  liii'rn  to  u> — it  is  a  stranLfr  rt'Iijj..r:. 
1  am  a  p->  ir  Iniin.  an«l  dn  n>'t  know  what  to  tliink  !  I  sh.i]!  n..; 
1-  Iir\.'  thai  aM\  'h*  this,  till  I  srr  it.  1  unih-r^tand  th.'it  wf  .»iiijh; 
!  -  :.'\r  ..;n  tViriids.  Vour  s.jnaw  i«.  my  daui^lilrr.  I  li.-ivi'  .-.tr.v.i 
111'!  .IrtML'lilrr  k|i.  k.'iow^  it,  aihl  my  toniruo  i*  not  torktvl,  like 
a  -Mii.i'"-.  Wii.it  it  s.iy>.  I  111, -an.  t  >n'-f  I  mi-ant  (•»  M-alp  A-^ir 
'.  ■■.i:iir  -jwiw.  Ill  ■•;i!i*i-  *ln-  was  a  pa|i'-fa«v  stpiaw,  iinil  mii^ht  l-e 
:li'-  iMoiln-r  ..{■  m.Mf.  Niiw  I  clu  n.»t  uifan  to  "n^alp  her;  niv 
li.iti  1  -!i;j!:  i.i'v.i  !j.ii:ii  ln-r.  My  wis.hini  *hall  tell  her  horn  to 
K-- i-,'-    :!-m:Ii"   ImiiI  .  "I'  m- i   men  who  seek  lior  scalp.      Y'"»ix, 
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too;  now  jon  are  ber  baAhand,  and  are  a  great  rocdicine-man 
of  the  bees,  my  hand  shall  not  hnrt  yon,  either.  Open  yonr 
earn  wide,  for  big  truths  must  go  into  them.*' 

Peter  then  rektcd  in  full  bis  attempt  to  procure  a  safe  pas- 
sage for  le  Bourdon  and  Maigery  into  the  settlements^  and  its 
total  failure.     He  owned  that  by  his  previous  combinations  be 
bad  awakened  a  spirit  among  the  Indians  that  bis  present  efforts 
could  not  quell.     In  a  word,  he  told  the  whole  story  as  it  must'  « 
bare  been  made  apparent  to  the  reader,  and  he  now  came  with  / 
his  plans  to  defeat  the  very  schemes  that  he  bad  himself  pre-  J 
Tiously  projected.     One  thing,  however,  that  be  did  not  con- 
ceal, filled  the  mind  of  his  listener  with  horror,  and  created  so 
strong  an  aversion  to  acting  in  concert  with  one  who  could 
even  allude  to  it  so  coolly,  that  there  was  danger  of  breaking 
off  all  communications  between  the  parties,  and  placing  the- 
result  purely  on  force ;  a  course  that  must  have  proved  totally 
destructive  to  all  the  whites.     The  difficulty  arose  from  mnalre 
confession  of  Peter* s,  that  be  did  not  even  wish  to  save  any  but 
le  Bourdon  and  Margery,  and  that  he  still  desired  the  dciths 
of  all  the  others,  himself! 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 

'•  For  thou  wort  lM»rn  of  wf>inan!    Thon  dMut  c«nn-, 
O  HoIi«!tt !  t«>  thi<%  wi>rlil  of  liin  mnd  g\oom. 
Not  in  thy  tlnvul  (>mni[K>tcnt  amy; 
Ami  not  by  thun<U'i>  stn-w*?*! 
Waf*  thy  t<^^1IN•M^lMl^  matl, 
N<ir  Imliirnatitin  bnnit  U'fi»iv  thet'  «»n  thy  way. 
Hut  thii-.  a  Htift  and  uaki-tl  rhlkl 

Thy  mother  umlofiU-d, 
In  thf  niilo  inantriT  laid  to  r«>ht 
Fn»m  olf  ht-r  vtrcin  bnast." 

Thf.  Mo<)<l  of  the  boc-Jiiinter  curdled  in  his  veins  a<»  he  li-iten***! 
to  iVtcr's  l»usincss-like  and  direct  manner  of  treating  thi*  tem- 
Mi'  subject.  ruttinjr  the  most  favonihle  view  on  his  Mtuati->n. 
it  wa<  tViirlitful  to  look  on.  Admitting;  that  thi?*  fanatical  savair^ 
wtro  >inrrn'  in  all  his  professions  of  a  wish  to  save  Imn  an«i 
MaririMv,  and  \v.  I»oiirdt)n  did  not,  nay,  rnnhf  n<»t  <loul>t  this 
aftrr  lii>  raliii  hut  fero«»ious  revelations  ;  hut,  ad  mitt  inj;  all  thi* 
to  in-  tnii*,  how  was  ho  to  en-ape  with  his  diannin^  l»ridt\  onvi- 
ron«'«l  :i<  tlu'V  won*  l»y  so  lar^e  a  han<l  of  hostile  Indi:in<.  Tli»*n 
tin*  tliouirht  of  a)»aiidoninjir  his  other  eoinpani«>iis,  and  attempt- 
iiiLT,  in  coll]  sflti^hness,  to  e^ejipe  with  Mar»r«'rv  ali»iie,  wa-*  ni«»fv 
than  he  rnuld  luar.  Never  hrtore,  in  his  adventurous  xtu\  M'i 
life,  had  li'  I>.»uidon  heen  so  pri>foundly  impressi»d  uith  a  «i'Di«e 
of  lii>  daiiir«T.  or  so  inueh  overeome. 

Still.  4 Mir  hero  \Nas  not  unnianne«l.  He  saw  all  the  baxapK 
as  it  \\«re,  at  a  irianer,  and  felt  how  terrihle  mi^lit  1k»  the  r^^nh 
should  till  \  nally  fail  into  the  iland^  of  tlie  warriors,  exeited  to 
exriii-e  fluir  Ifitxriiuitv  in  devisini;  tlie  means  < if  torture;  and 
he  's.i/.i'\  into  thf  friuditt'ul  perspeetivo  with  a  manly  steailineM 
that  did  him  erodit,  even  while  he  Mckened  at  the  pn>s|^vt. 
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Peter  had  told  hifl  fltory  in  a  way  to  afld  to  its  horrible  char- 
acter. There  was  a  manner  of  truth,  of  directness,  of  wotIc^  if 
one  may  use  such  an  expression  on  such  a  subject,  that  gave  a 
graphic  reality  to  all  he  said.  As  if  his  task  was  done,  the 
mysterious  chief  now  coolly  arose,  and  moved  away  to  a  little 
grove,  ID  which  the  missionary  and  the  corporal  had  thrown 
themnolves  on  the  grass,  where  they  lay  speculating  on  the 
prubahlc  course  that  the  bands  in  their  neighbourhood  would 
next  pursue.  So  thoroughly  possessed  was  the  clergyman  with 
liU  one  idea,  however,  that  he  was  expressing  regret  at  his  fail- 
ure in  the  attempt  to  convince  the  savages  that  they  were  Jews, 
whtMi  Peter  joined  them. 

"  You  tired — you  lie  down  in  daytime,  like  sick  squaw,  eh  ?" 
a-nked  the  Indian,  in  a  slightly  satirical  manner.  '*  Bess  be  up, 
sich  fine  day,  and  go  wid  me  to  see  some  more  chief. ^ 

*'  Most  gladly,  Peter,"  retunuMl  the  missionar}',  springing  to 
his  ft^t  with  alacrity — **  and  I  shall  have  one  more  opportunity 
to  show  your  friends  the  tnith  of  what  I  have  told  them." 

'*  Yes,  Injin  love  to  hear  tnit' — hate  to  hear  lio.  Can  tell 
*em  all  you  want  to  say.  He  go  too,  ehT'  pointing  to  the  cor- 
pi>ral,  who  rather  hung  back,  as  if  he  saw  that  in  the  invitation 
which  was  not  agreeable  to  him. 

'*  1  will  answer  for  my  friend,"  returned  the  confitling  mission- 
ary, clioi»rfiilly.     **  Lead  on,  Peter,  and  we  will  follow." 

Thus  pledged,  the  coq>oral  no  hkuger  hesitatiNl;  but  he  ac- 
nkinpaiiied  Parson  Amen,  ilh  the  latter  fell  into  the  tracks  of  the 
rhiof,  an<l  prooeeiliM]  nipidly  in  the  direction  of  the  spring  in 
the  piece  of  bottom-land,  where  the  council  tirst  described  hail 
b«*en  held.  This  spot  was  about  two  miles  from  the  palisaded 
liou*H*,  And  (piite  out  of  view,  as  well  as  out  of  reach  of  sound. 
Ah  th(*y  walked  side  by  side,  taking  the  fi>otsteps  of  the  great 
chief  for  their  guides,  the  corporal,  however,  expressed  to  liia 
cttiiipanion  his  dislike  of  the  whole  movement. 

'*  \Vc  oui^ht  to  stand  by  our  garrison  in  times  like  thoM,  Mr. 
.\in«>n/*  s:iid  the  well-meaning  soldier.  **  A  garristm  is  a  garri- 
s«»h;  and  Injins  seldom  do  much  on  a  weU-built  and  boldly- 
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(lofeiulod  spot  of   that  natur'.      They  want  artillenr,  withont 
which  thoir  assaults  are  never  vcr\'  fonnidablo." 

**  Why  talk  you  of  warlike  nieants  eorporal,  when  we  an* 
in  the  midst  of  friends  ?  Is  not  Peter  our  known  and  well-tried 
associate,  one  with  whom  you  and  I  have  travelled  far ;  and  do 
we  not  know  that  we  have  friends  amoni;  these  cbiefa,  whom 
we  are  now  goinjr  to  visit  ?  The  LonI  has  led  me  into  the«e 
distant  and  savajje  re*jinns,  to  earry  his  won!,  and  to  proelaim 
his  name;  and  a  most  unworthy  and  unprolitaible  serrant  ahould 
I  prove,  were  I  to  hesitate  ahout  approaching  them  I  am  ap- 
pniiitfd  t(»  teach.  No,  no;  foar  nothing.  I  will  not  Mir  thai 
yi»u  rjirry  Caesar  and  his  fortunes,  as  I  have  heani  was  once 
said  of  old,  but  I  will  say  you  follow  one  who  is  leil  of  Gi>J, 
and  who  marches  with  the  certainty  of  lieing  divinely  eom- 
inandcd." 

The  corporal  wa**  ashamed  to  oppose  so  eonfiilent  an  enthu- 
sia<in,  and  he  offered  no  further  resistance.     Together  the  im** 
follnwed  tlu'ir  leader,  who,  tuniing  neither  to  the  right  h.iDii 
imr  to  the  left,  >oon  h:id  them  out  of  siirht  of  the  oa<tle,  and 
well  on  their  way   toward  the  spring.      When  about  half  the 
di-tance  was  made,  the  direction  took  the  party  thr«»ugh  a  little 
thicket,  or  nither  <'iloii<^  its  marr^in,  ami  the  missionar}',  a  gi><id 
d«'al  to  his  surpri«*e.  saw  Pigi'onswing  within  the  cover.  <»oem- 
iiiirly  prcpariniT  for  .'mother  hunt.     This  young  warrior  ha^l  ?« 
latel\  n-t limed  t'nmi  «»ne  <>\ciir<ii>u  of  this  naturi\  that  he  «a» 
Hi  it  experted  tn  iji*  forth  «»«»  "^iHiii  iiii  another.      Nor  wa*  he  ac- 
eii«»t««Mied  to  iTo  out  >o  early  in  the  day.     This  was  the  hour  in 
which  he  «»rdiiiarily  <«lept :  but  there  he  was  bevon«l  a  question. 
and  ap]>arently  lookiiiir  at  the  party  as  it  passed.      So  cold  wa» 
hi^  Triaiintr,  howe\er.  au>l   n.i  inijiriirent   ijid  he  seem,  that  n«» 
one  \M»nld  have  su>pi-ct«Ml  tliat  he  knew  aught  of  what  wa*  in 
•  ••ntcMipiation.      IIa\inir   satisfied    himself  th:it    hiH   friend,  tbt* 
Im'c  Imnter.  wa*^  not  om-  of  th<>>e  who  foUoweil  iVter,  the  Chip- 
pewa turned  coliliy  away,  and  began  ti»  examine  the  dint  of  hi« 
ritle.     The  cor)>oral  noteij  this  manner,  and  it  gave  him  addi- 
tioiinl  contiili'nce  ti>  pro<'i>i>i| :  for  he  eouM  not  imagine  that  aar 


J 


TUB     OAK     OPSNIVOS.  890 

homan  being  would  manifest  so  much  indifierence,  when  ainiitcr 
designs  existed. 

Peter  Uumed  neither  to  the  right  hand  nor  to  the  left,  nntil 
he  had  led  the  way  down  upon  the  little  arena  of  bottom-land 
already  described,  and  which  was  found  well  sprinkled  with 
savages.  A  few  stood,  or  sat  about  in  groups,  earnestly  con- 
versing ;  but  most  lay  extended  at  length  on  the  green  sward, 
in  the  indolent  repose  that  is  so  grateful  to  an  Indian  warrior 
in  hu  hours  of  inaction.  The  arrival  of  Peter,  however,  in- 
stantly put  a  new  face  on  the  appearance  of  matters.  Bveiy 
man  started  to  his  feet,  and  additions  were  made  to  those  who 
were  found  in  the  arena  by  those  who  came  out  of  the  adjacent 
thickets,  until  some  two  or  three  hundred  of  the  red  men  were 
assembled  iu  a  circle  around  the  newly-arrived  pale-&cea.  ■  **  ^^^  ^ 

'*  There,*'  »aid  Peter,  sternly,  fastening  his  eye  with  a  hot-     ^y  «•   ( 
tile  expression  on  Bough  of  the  Oak  and  Ungque,  in  particu-    . 
lar — **  there  are  your  captives.     Do  with  them  as  you  will    As  « 

for  them  that  have  darcii  to  question  my  faith,  let  them  own 
that  they  are  liars!'* 

This  was  not  a  ver}'  amicable  salutation,  but  savages  are  ac- 
customed to  plain  language.  Bough  of  the  Oak  appeared  a 
little  uneasy,  and  Ungque's  countenance  denoted  dissatisfaction ; 
but  the  laHt  waft  too  skilful  an  actor,  to  allow  many  of  the 
secrets  of  his  plotting  mind  to  shine  through  the  windows  of  hb 
face.  As  for  the  crowd  at  large,  gleams  of  content  passed  over 
the  bright  red  faces,  illuminating  them  with  looks  of  savage  joy. 
Murmurs  of  approbation  were  heard,  and  Crowsfeather  addrosa- 
ed  the  thn>ng,  there,  where  it  stood,  encircling  the  two  help- 
less, and  as  yet  but  half-alarmed  victims  of  so  fbli  a  plot 

*'  My  brothers  and  my  young  men  can  now  see,**  aaid  thia 
Pottawattamie,  *'  that  the  tribeless  chief  has  an  Injin  heart 
Uis  heart  is  not  a  pale-face  heart — it  is  that  of  a  red  man. 
Some  of  our  chiefs  have  thought  that  he  had  lived  too  moeh 
with  the  strangeni,  and  that  he  had  forgotten  the  traditioBa  of 
our  fatheni,  nnd  was  listening  to  the  song  of  the  medidne-prieit 
Some  thought  that  he  believed  hioMeif  leal,  and  m  Jaw,  aiid  Mi 
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Mil  Iiijin.  Thi'4  is  \ut\  sd.  IVtcr  knows  the  path  he  is  on.  Hi- 
knov\>  that  lio  is  a  iv«lskin,  ami  he  looks  on  the  Yaiiko<»s  sf  vn- 
tiiiir^.  The  >tali)s  he  has  taken  are  so  numcrou>  they  r:innt»t 
lie  roiMiti'il.  He  is  ready  to  take  more.  Uitc  an*  two  that  ht* 
^ives  to  u**.  WIh'ii  we  liave  <Uine  with  tho>e  two  ea]»tivi'«.  he 
will  hriiiLT  im  more.  Ur  will  e<»ntinue  to  hriiiir  them,  until  tho 
pale  laet's  \Nill  l»e  as  trw  as  thr  «k*er  in  thfir  own  eh-arinifs 
Sii«'li  is  the  N\ill  «»f  the  Manitnu." 

The  ini>^ioii:i!y  n!iiifr>too«i  all  that  wjis  siiid,  an^l  he  was  n«^t 
a  little  ai»|»all«'.l  at  the  aspect  of  thinj^.  K<ir  the  first  tinir  he 
ln'ir.in  to  apjinheml  that  lu'  was  in  »lanjr«^r.  Sn  min-h  \ia*  till* 
«lev«»iit  an<l  wt-ll-iiitentioinMl  servant  of  his  eliim-Ii  at'4'ii'»t<inieil 
to  pla«'<'  hi-*  «h'j)i'inlriici-  «.ii  a  Miperintenilini;  l*ri»viih.-net',  that 
ap|>n'lMii>i«»ii  of  ]iei**io!ial  sutVeriiii;  bfMom  liad  any  intluenro  •»!! 
his  txcrtioMs.  Hi-  hi'lioved  hiinsi»lf  to  he  an  ohjtrt  of  osjie^ial 
ean* :  tli'm^rh  he  \Na>  ever  n*ady  to  admit  that  the  wi«Ml.»m 
\\lii«h  liuinaii  iiiiiid^  raiiin't  4M»iiij>a«»>,  mii:)it  ordvr  evrnt**  th:tt, 
ai  tir-t  si^lit,  wnild  mm-iti  tn  Im*  nppo«iiMl  tt>  tliat  whieh  "U^rhl  t«» 
Im'  prriiiitt«'d  t«»  i-diiM'  to  paN>.  Ill  this  particular  Tar^i'ii  AniiM 
\Na>  a  ni<«dil  itf  snl»ini«»^iuii.  tiriiily  liflic'vini;  that  all  tliat  h.ip- 
priM'd  N\.is  in  fiirlhiTainT  of  the  i^'eat  srlieme  nf  niairs  n'«^rne- 
r;i!';-'ii  and  «\rhtiial  s.ilvatioli. 

With  tin-  «''»i|M.ral  it  wa^ytTv  dith'n-nt.  Art-ustomeil  tt»  w.ir 
with  nd  nun.  ainl  iiio<«t  ai'«}iiaiiitril  witli  th«*m  in  their  worsi 
rliiir.icfi'r.  In-  r\rr  ^U'-pfctt'd  tn-ai  In-ry,  and  liad  t'idlowcil  iVtor 
uiili  A  dtirnr  iif  rrlmtain-t'  In*  hail  imt  <*an'd  to  fxpn-*'*.  Ho 
ii'-u  tli.'r.Mii;lily  t«i«ik  tin-  alarm,  liow»'\i-r,  an*!  stoml  mi  his 
Liwanl.  .\ltli"ii-_di  hi'  ilid  iint  i-nnipn  hcinl  m«ire  than  half  of 
th.jT  wlii.-h  I'rtiT  had  -ai"!.  hr  iindrrMond  «piite  Miofiirh  to  mv 
fhat  111'  aril]  tin-  nii-^i«»iiar\  wi-re  •iiirrnundrd  hy  eiu'mie<»,  if  n>i| 
t'\   i\«'«  Mti'iiM-r-. 

•' \Vf  ha\i-  t.ilji  n  int.!  a  ^•»rt  of  amhu-tli  hrre,  Tars^m  AnuMi.** 
i-rii-.l  till-  i-..ipiii;il.  raltlini;  hi>  ariiiN  a-*  li«'  lookeil  t«»  tht-ir  ron- 
•  lili'iii.  "and  it**  hiL'h  tiinr  \\r  hrat  thrixt'iural.  If  ther^*  ^»i-r*f 
f""iir  •■II  u^  \*t'  Mii:;lii  f'lini  a  s.pian' ;  Imt  hi'injtr  only  tv^o,  the 
h"-t  thin^  ^^^'  laii  il"  will  Im-  to  >tand  haek  to  hjii'k,  and  for  one 
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to  keep  an  eye  on  the  right  flank,  while  he  naturally  watchea  aU 
ID  front;  and  for  the  other  to  keep  an  eye  on  the  left  flank,  while 
he  sees  to  the  rear.  Place  your  hack  close  to  mine,  and  take 
the  left  flank  into  your  part  of  the  look-out  Cloeer,  doeer,  my 
good  sir;  we  must  stand  solid  aa  rooted  treesi  to  make  any 
thing  of  a  sUnd.*' 

The  missionary,  in  his  surprise,  permitted  the  corporal  to  aa- 
aome  the  position  described,  though  conscious  of  its  nselessnesa 
in  their  actual  condition.  As  for  the  Indians,  the  corporaPa 
manner  and  the  rattling  of  his  arms,  induced  the  circle  to  re* 
cede  several  paces ;  though  nothing  like  alarm  prevailed  among 
them.  The  effect,  nevertheless,  was  to  leave  the  two  captives 
space  for  their  evolutions,  and  a  sort  of  breathing  time.  Ilua 
little  change  had  the  appearance  of  something  like  sncceta,  and 
it  greatly  encouraged  the  corporal  He  began  to  think  it  even 
possible  to  make  a  retreat  that  would  be  as  honorable  aa  any 
victory. 

**  Steady — keep  shoulder  to  shoulder.  Parson  Amen,  and 
take  care  of  your  flank.  Our  movement  must  be  by  our  left 
flank,  and  every  thin^r  depends  on  keeping  that  clear.  I  shall 
have  to  give  you  my  baggonet,  for  you  're  entirely  without  armsi 
which  leaves  my  rear  altogether  exposed." 

*'  Think  nothing  of  your  arms,  Brother  Flint — ^they  woold  be 
useless  in  my  hands  in  any  case ;  and,  were  we  made  of  mna- 
kcts,  they  could  be  of  no  uhc  against  these  odds.  My  meana 
of  defence  come  from  on  high ;  my  armor  is  faith ;  and  my 
only  weapon,  prayer.  I  shall  not  hesitate  to  use  the  last  on  thiai 
as  on  all  other  occasions.'* 

The  missionar}'  then  rolled  on  the  circle  of  cnriooa  Mvagea 
by  whom  he  was  surrounded,  and  who  certainly  contemplatod 
nothing  less  than  his  death,  in  common  with  thoae  of  aU  his 
white  companions,  to  unite  with  him  in  addressing  the  throM 
of  Grace.  Accustomed  to  preach  and  pray  to  these  peopla  in 
their  own  dialect,  the  worthy  parson  made  a  strong  i^^peal  to 
their  charities,  while  supplicating  the  favors  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence in  behalf  of  himself  and  his  brother  captiva.    Ha  ( 
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for  all  the  usual  benedictions  and  blessings  on  hu  enemiefli  and 
made  a  ven'  ha{>py  ex{>o»ition  of  those  sublime  dogmns  o^ 
Christianity,  which  teach  us  to  **  bless  them  that  cane  ns,^  and 
to  **  pray  fur  those  who  despitcfuUy  use  us,"  Peter,  for  the  finl 
time  in  his  life,  was  now  struck  with  the  moral  beauty  of  sach 
a  sentiment,  which  seldom  fails,  when  duly  presented,  of  pro- 
ducing an  etfect  on  even  the  dullest  minds.  His  curioaitj  was 
touched,  and  instead  of  turning  coldly,  as  had  been  hifl  inten- 
tion, and  leaving  the  raptives  in  the  hands  of  those  to  whom  he 
had  deliveretl  them,  he  remained  in  the  circle,  and  paid  the 
closest  attention  to  all  of  the  proceedings.  lie  had  sereral  times 
previously  heard  the  missionar}*  s|)cak  of  this  duty  as  a  com- 
mand of  <vod*s.  but  never  before  had  he  deemed  it  powible  to 
realize  such  a  thing  in  pnictice. 

Tlie  Indians,  if  not  absolutely  awe-struck  by  the  singokr 
spectacle  before  them,  seemed  well  dis|H>sed  to  let  the  miMiOD- 
ar}'  tinisli  his  appeal ;  some  wondering,  othcn  doubting,  and 
all  more  or  less  at  a  loss  to  know  what  to  make  of  an  exhibition 
S4»  unusual.  Tliere  stood  the  coqiond,  with  his  back  prewed 
(!l«)sely  to  that  of  his  companion,  his  musket  at  **  make  ready," 
and  Ills  whole  mi  n  that  of  a  man  with  ever)'  nerve  screwed  to 
the  stickiii;r  point ;  while  the  missionary,  the  other  side  of  the 
pii'tiire,  M  ith  uut>t retched  amis,  was  lifting  his  voice  in  prayer 
to  the  throne  of  the  Mo>t  High.  As  this  extraordinary  scen« 
continueil.  the  corporal  grew  excited;  and  ere  long  his  roice 
was  ot'ciL'^ionally  heard,  blended  with  that  of  the  clei^gyman,  in 
terms  of  ail  vice  and  encouragement. 

"  lihize  a\%ay,  Mr.  Amen/*  shouted  the  soldier.  '^Gire  *em 
another  vnlicy — youVo  iloing  wonders,  and  their  front  has  giTen 
ground  !  One  more  such  vidley  as  the  last,  and  we*ll  make  a 
forward  movniicnt,  ourselves — attention! — prepare  to  march 
by  tliu  li-ft  tlank,  n^  >oon  its  there  is  a  good  opening!** 

That  goftd  ojH'ning,  however,  was  never  made.  Tlie  lavageBi 
thttugli  asti>ni^hed,  mere  by  no  means  frightened,  and  had  not 
the  MuallfHt  idt-a  of  limiting  their  captives  escape.  On  the  con- 
trary, ltear\  .Meat,  whi»  acted  as  commander-in-chief  on 
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ocrasion,  was  quite  Rclf-poftscR-sod,  and  so  far  from  iKJinfj  im- 
prossod  with  the  missionan's  prayer,  he  listened  to  it  only  in 
the  hope  of  hearin^r  some  admission  of  weakness  escape.  But 
the  excitement  of  the  corporal  soon  produced  a  crisis.  His 
attempts  to  make  a  movement  **  by  the  left  flank/*  caused  his 
roluinn  of  defence  to  he  broken,  and  obtaining  no  assistanco 
from  Parson  Amen,  who  wa*^  still  pouring  out  his  soul  in  prayer, 
while  endeavoring  to  bring  thing^*  back  to  their  original  state, 
he  Mid  lenly  found  himself  surroundtMl  and  disarmeil.  From 
that  instant,  the  corporal  changed  his  tactics.  So  long  as  he 
was  armed,  and  companitively  free,  he  IhmI  bethought  him  only 
of  the  means  of  resintance ;  now  that  these  were  denied  him, 
he  submitted,  and  summoned  all  his  resolution  to  bear  the 
p>enalties  of  his  captivity,  in  a  manner  that  might  not  do  dis- 
credit to  his  regiment.  This  was  the  third  time  that  Corporal 
Flint  ha<I  l>een  a  prisoner  among  the  Indians,  and  he  was  not 
now  to  learn  the  nature  of  their  tender  mercies.  His  forebod- 
ings were  not  of  the  most  pleasant  character ;  but  that  which 
could  not  be  hclpiMl,  he  wiiH  tlisposed  t*)  bear  with  manly  f*>rti- 
tude.  Ilis  greatest  concern,  at  that  fearful  moment,  was  for 
the  honor  of  his  corps. 

All  this  time.  Parson  Amen  continued  his  prayer.  So  com- 
pletely was  his  spirit  occupie<l  with  the  <luty  of  offering  up  his 
petition,  that  he  was  utterly  unconscious  of  what  else  hat! 
parsed:  nor  had  he  heard  one  of  the  corjM^rars  appeals  for 
**  attention/'  and  to  be  **  steady,*'  and  to  march  ''by  the  left 
flank/*  In  a  word,  the  whole  man  was  intent  on  pniyer ;  and 
when  thus  «'mployed,  a  six-poun<ier  dis<diarged  in  the  cin'le, 
would  hanlly  have  dis««onecrteil  him.  lie  persevered,  therefon», 
unintemi|>ted  by  his  conipierors,  until  he  concluded  in  bi«  own 
way.  Having  thus  fortified  his  soul,  and  anked  for  succor 
wht-re  he  had  now  so  long  been  accustomed  to  seek  and  to  find 
it.  the  worthy  misitionary  took  his  S4*at  quietly  on  a  h»g,  on 
whi«'h  the  et>q)onil  had  been  previously  placed  by  his  captor*. 

Tlie  time  haii  arrived  for  the  chiefs  ti>  pn>cced  in  the  execu- 
tion (»f  their  puq>ose9.  Peter,  profoundly  struck  with  the 
17* 
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the  path  is  00  long,  he  will  be  hangry  before  he  geta  to  the 
end  This  wurior  knows  how  to  nse  «  moaket,  tnd  we  thdl 
pot  hiA  arms  with  him  in  hit  gnve,  I ' ' 

**  Brother,  before  jon  start  on  this  joamej,  from  which  no  ^  -  * 
trmreller  ever  retams,  let  his  color  be  what  it  may,  we  wish  to 
hear  you  speak  further  about  loTing  onr  enemies.     This  is  not  .^' 

the  Indian  rule.     The  red  men  hate  their  enemies,  and  lore  ^ 

their  friends.     When  they  ask  the  Manitoa  to  do  any  thing  to       ' 
their  enemies,  it  is  to  do  them  harm.     This  is  what  oar  fathers 
tanght  us :  it  is  what  we  teach  our  children.     Why  should  wo 
lore  them  that  hate  us  f  why  should  we  do  good  to  them  that 
do  us  harm  t    Tell  us  now,  or  we  may  never  hear  the  reason.  ** 

**  Tell  you  I  will,  Peter,  and  the  Lord  so  bless  my  words, 
that  they  may  soften  your  hearts,  and  lead  you  aU  to  the  troth, 
and  to  dependence  on  the  mediation  of  his  blessed  Son  I  We 
riionld  do  good  to  them  that  do  evil  to  us,  because  the  Qreat 
Spirit  has  commanded  us  so  to  do.  Ask  your  own  heart  if 
this  is  not  right  f  If  they  sound  like  words  that  are  spoken  by 
any  but  those  who  have  been  taught  by  the  Manitou,  himself  t 
The  devils  tell  us  to  revenge,  but  Gml  commands  us  to  forgive. 
It  is  eaAy  to  do  good  to  them  that  do  good  to  us ;  but  it  tries 
the  heart  sorely  to  do  good  to  them  that  do  us  eviL  I  have 
spoken  to  you  of  the  Son  of  the  Great  Spirit  He  came  oa 
earth,  and  tohl  ua  with  his  own  mouth  all  these  great  truths. 
He  said  that  next  to  the  duty  of  loving  the  Manitou,  was  the 
duty  of  loving  our  neighbors.  No  matter  whether  friend  or 
enemy ;  it  was  our  duty  to  love  them,  and  do  them  all  the 
good  we  can.  If  there  is  no  venison  in  their  wigwanai  wo 
should  take  the  deer  off  our  own  poles,  and  carry  it  and  pat  ob 
theim  Why  have  I  come  here  to  tell  yoa  thbt  When  at 
home,  I  lived  under  a  good  roof,  eat  of  abondaaee,  and  slept  in 
a  soft  and  warm  bed.  You  know  how  it  is  here.  Wo  do  not 
know  to-day  what  we  shall  eat  to-morrow.  Oar  boda  ore  haid, 
and  our  roofs  are  of  bark.  I  come,  because  the  Son  of  the 
Manitou,  he  who  came  and  lived  among  men,  told  as  to  do  aB 
this.     His  commands  to  his  medieino-aieB  wora,  to  go  fbitk 


fpMii  any  other  motive,  ])rofitiMl  by  tlie  occ 
t'»   >j»«'ak.      \Vitli<»nt   tliis  pause,  however, 
Iii<li;in  \voul<l  ha\e  j)n'\ente.l  any  int<'rnij>ti 

"  I  open  my  numth  to  >j)eak,"  sai<l  The  ^ 
bU'st  manner.  **  What  1  say  is  not  tit  for 
hear.  It  is  foolish,  but  my  mind  tells  me  t< 
medicine-man  of  the  palc-faces  tell  us  tli 
Great  Spirit  came  upon  earth,  and  lived  am 

**  I  do ;  such  ia  our  belief ;  and  the  relij 
teach  cometh  directly  from  his  mouth." 

**  Let  the  medicine-man  tell  the  chiefs  h* 
the  Great  Spirit  stayed  on  earth,  and  whicl 
he  left  it  r 

Now,  this  question  was  put  by  Ungqu 
dissimulation.  He  had  heard  of  the  deatl 
obtained  some  such  idea  of  the  great  sacri 
to  occur  to  the  mind  of  a  savage.  lie  fo 
of  the  answer  wouhl  be  very  likely  to  des 
flucnre  that  the  missionary  had  just  been  b 
of  his  doctrine  and  his  prayers.  Parson 
'  4  .  singular  simplicity  of  character,  but  he 
touching  the  cifect  of  this  reply.  Still  he 
-  ii. ♦♦...«»>♦  \n  Qnv  manner  to  mv 


•         • 
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linpf-place  of  hi»  Fathor — where  he  now  is,  waiting  for  the  time 
when  he  is  to  return  to  the  earth,  to  reward  the  good  and  to 
punish  the  wicked.  Tliat  time  will  surely  come ;  nor  do  I  be- 
lieve the  day  to  be  very  <li»tant*' 

The  chiefs  listened  to  this  account  with  grave  attention. 
Some  of  them  had  heanl  outlines  of  the  same  histor}'  before. 
Accounts  savoring  of  the  Christian  history  hail  got  blended 
with  some  of  their  «»wn  tnKlitions,  most  probably  the  fruits  of 
the  teachings  of  the  earlier  missionaries,  but  were  so  confusetl 
and  altered,  as  to  l»e  scan*oly  susceptible  of  being  recog^nixed. 
To  most  of  them,  however,  the  hi^tor^'  of  the  incarnation  of 
the  Son  of  <ro<l  was  entin*ly  now;  and  it  struck  them  as  a  most 
extraordinary  thing  altogether,  that  any  man  should  have  in- 
jured such  a  being  I  It  was,  perliaps,  singular  that  no  one  of 
them  all  doubted  the  truth  of  the  tnulition  itself.  Tliis  they 
supposeil  to  have  been  transniitte<l  with  the  usual  care,  and  they 
received  it  as  a  fa^t  n<»t  to  be  disputed.  The  construction  that 
was  put  on  its  circumstances  will  best  appear  in  the  remarks  that 
followed. 

"•  If  the  pale-faces  killed  the  Son  of  the  Great  Spirit,"  said 
Bough  of  the  Oak,  jMiintedly,  *'  we  can  see  why  they  wish  to 
drive  the  hmI  men  from  thrir  lands.  Evil  spirits  dwell  in  such 
men,  and  they  do  nothing  but  what  is  bail.  I  am  glad  tliat  our 
^'reat  chief  has  told  us  to  put  the  foot  «»n  this  wonn  and  crush 
it,  while  yet  the  hitlian  foot  is  large  enough  t<»  do  it.  In  a  few 
winters  they  woiiltl  kill  us,  as  they  killed  the  Spirit  tliat  did 
them  nothing  but  good  !** 

**  I  am  afraid  that  this  mighty  tra«lition  liath  a  myster}'  in  it 
that  your  Indian  minds  will  scarcely  be  willing  t*>  receive,"  re- 
sumed the  missi4»nary,  earnestly.  **  I  would  not,  for  a  thousand 
worlds,  or  t«»  save  ten  thousand  lives  as  worthless  as  my  own, 
place  a  straw  in  the  way  of  the  faith  of  any ;  yet  munt  I  tell 
the  thing  as  it  happened.  This  Son  of  the  Great  Spirit  was 
certainly  killed  by  the  Jews  of  that  day,  S4i  far  as  be  could  be 
killed.  He  ]M>ssi*ss4»d  two  natures,  as  indeeil  do  all  men;  the 
body  and  S4)ul.     In  his  IkmIv  he  was  man,  as  we  all  arc  men ;  in 


a  remark.      iiii:%  i.v  x.... 
to  watch    wonls  ami  i'V(Mit><   clnscly,  but   w 
^liM\\.',l  no  MilLj-ar  «li>^j»')-itir.n  to  si-cptici.^iii. 
♦'  W.'  <lo   not    <'\j.rci    ili.it    all   the    (in-at 
clear   to    us    Iu<lian>,"    he    said.      "  WC   kn 
knows  every  tiling.     Wliy  should  wc  tliink 
kn<>ws?     AVe  do  not.     That  i)art  of  the  t 
trouble.     Indians   can  believe  without  see 
&<}uaw8,  that  wish  to  look  behind  every  bus 
has  told  too  much  for  his  own  good.     If 
their  Great  Spirit,  they  can  have  no  Manil 
the  hands  of  the  Evil  Spirit     This  is  the  r 
hunting-grounds.     I  will  not  let  them  con 
setting  sun.     It  is  time  to  begin  to  kill  then 
Great  Spirit     The  Jews  did  this.     My  b 
think  that  red  men  arc  Jews!     No ;  red  ir 
Son  of  the  Great  Spirit     They  would  rec 
and  treat  him  as  a  chief.     Accursed  bo  th( 
niised  to  hanu  lum.     This  tradition  is  a  w 
us  many  things.     It  tells  us  that  Injins 
never  hurt  the  Son  of  the  Great  Spirit     ] 
men  have  always  lived  on  these  hunting- 
come  from  toward  the  rising  sun.     It  telh 
rni.^„  „,^  1^^  wicked.      L< 
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deep  th«l  the  Oreat  Spmt*8  justice  could  not  be  satiflfied  with 
leM.  Whf  this  is  so  no  one  knows.  It  is  enough  thit  it  shoold 
be  sa  Instead  of  thinking  of  doing  harm  to  lus  tonnenton 
and  morderem,  he  died  for  them,  and  died  aaking  for  benefita 
on  them,  and  on  their  wires  and  children,  for  aU  time  to  come. 
It  was  he  who  commanded  ns  to  do  good  to  them  that  do  harm 
tons.'' 

Peter  gave  the  utmost  attention  to  this  answer,  and  when  ha 
had  received  it,  he  walked  apart,  musing  profoundly.  It  is  wor* 
th  J  of  being  observed,  that  not  one  of  these  savages  raised  any 
hollow  objections  to  the  incarnation  of  the  Son  of  the  Great 
Spirit,  as  would  have  been  the  case  with  so  many  civiliaed  men. 
To  them  this  appeared  no  more  difficult  and  incomprehensible 
than  most  of  that  which  they  saw  around  them.  It  is  when  we 
begin  to  assume  the  airs  of  philosophy,  and  to  fimcy,  because 
we  know  a  little,  that  the  whole  book  of  knowledge  is  within 
our  grasp,  that  men  become  sceptics.  There  is  not  a  human 
being  now  in  existence  who  does  not  daily,  hourly  see  that 
which  is  just  as  much  beyond  his  powers  of  comprehension,  as 
this  account  of  the  incarnation  of  the  Deity,  and  the  whole 
doctrine  of  the  Trinity ;  and  yet  he  acquiesces  in  that  which  ia 
before  his  eyes,  because  it  is  fiimiliar  and  he  sees  it,  while  he 
cavils  at  all  else,  though  the  same  unknown  and  inexplicable 
cause  lies  behind  every  thing.  The  deepest  philosophy  is  soon 
lost  in  this  general  mystery,  and,  to  the  eye  of  a  meek  reason, 
all  around  us  is  a  species  of  miracle,  which  must  be  referred  to 
the  power  of  the  Deity. 

While  thus  disponed  to  receive  the  pale-face  tradHiona  with 
respect,  however,  the  red  men  did  not  lose  sight  of  their  own 
policy  and  purposes.  The  principal  chiefs  now  rtepped  aside, 
and  hold  a  brief  council  Though  invited  to  do  so,  Peter  did 
not  join  them ;  leaving  to  Bough  of  the  Oak,  Ungque,  and 
Beards  Meat  the  control  of  the  result  The  question  wasi 
whether  the  original  intention  of  including  this  medidne-prieit 
among  those  to  be  cut  off,  should,  or  should  not,  be  adhered  to. 
One  or  two  of  the  chiefii  had  their  doobla,  but  the  opinion  of 
tYio  ronnci]  was  adverse. 


luit  littl<'.     It  is  not  so  with  tl 

jurer'^^   Imm'^,    an<l     know   nii 

cii.'iiL^li  t"  take  cvrn  a  iiiu-k-r 

IX^'V-.      'I'lif  M.initoii  lia>  ;riv( 

As  no  one  very  strenaoush 

^  was  soon  doculed,  and  Ungq 

-  •  cate  the  result  to  the  captives 

•-        ,  be  made  in  favor  of  the  missi 

•  peaceful,  and  it  was  determii 
^ ,   •  distance  into  the  surrounding 

**  ^  without  any  attempt  to  tort ur 

a  mark  of  singular  respect,  it 
^  ^^         •  "  As  Ungque,  and  those  asso 

^  ;     ,  ary  to  the  place  of  execution, 

*  •  to  follow.     Tliis  was  done  siir 
^           ■  ••  it  would  now  be  unpleasant  to 

*  ly  because  he  possessed  an  infl 

**  My  father  will  see  a  pleasj 
as  he  walked  at  Peter's  side, 
9  ^    m  will  see  a  pale-face  die,  and 

upon  another  worm." 

No  answer  was  ma<le  to  this: 
ed  in  Ril«»»»/»'»  4.^  *i-  -     • 


• 


« 


4M 

-f*I.  arffl         !  jN    **  returned  the  minionaiy,  after  a  few 

moments  passed  in  recovering  frora  the  shock  of  this  communi* 
cation,  **  My  hour  is  come.  I  have  held  my  life  in  my  hand 
ever  since  I  first  put  foot  in  thb  heathen  region^  and  if  it  be 
the  Creator*fl  will  that  I  am  now  to  die,  I  bow  to  the  decree. 
Grant  me  a  few  minutes  for  prayer  to  my  Glod." 

Ungqae  signed  that  the  delay  should  be  granted.  The  mis- 
■tomuy  micovered  his  head,  knelt,  and  again  lifted  up  hb  voice 
in  prayer.  At  first  the  tones  were  a  little  tremulous ;  but  they 
grew  firmer  as  he  proceeded.  Soon  they  became  as  serene  at 
naoaL  He  first  asked  mercy  for  himself,  threw  all  his  hopes  on 
the  great  atonement,  and  confessed  how  far  he  was  from  that 
hoUneas  which  alone  could  fit  him  to  see  God.  When  this  dnty 
waa  performed,  he  prayed  for  his  enemies.  The  language  naed 
was  hia  mother  tongue,  but  Peter  comprehended  most  of  that 
which  was  said.  He  heard  his  own  people  prayed  for;  he 
heard  his  own  name  mentioned,  as  the  condemned  man  aaked 
the  mercy  of  the  Manitou  in  his  behalt  Never  before  was  the 
aonl  of  this  extraordinary  savage  so  shaken.  The  past  seemed 
like  a  dream  to  him,  while  the  future  possessed  a  light  that  waa 
•till  obscnred  by  donda.  Here  was  an  exemplification  in  prao- 
tioe  of  that  divine  spirit  of  love  and  benevolence  which  had 
struck  him,  already,  as  so  very  wonderful  There  could  be  no 
mistake.  There  was  the  kneeling  captive,  and  his  words,  clear, 
distinct,  and  imploring,  ascended  through  the  cover  of  the 
bushes  to  the  throne  of  God. 

As  soon  as  the  voice  of  the  missionary  was  mute,  the  mya* 
terious  chief  bowe<l  his  head  and  moved  away.  He  waa  then 
powcriess.  No  authority  of  his  could  save  the  captive,  and  the 
sight  that  so  lately  would  have  cheered  his  eyea,  waa  now  to« 
pamful  to  bear.  He  heard  the  single  blow  of  the  tomahawk 
which  brained  the  victim,  and  he  shuddered  from  head  to  foot 
It  was  the  first  time  such  a  weakneaa  had  ever  oome  over  hin. 
As  for  the  missionary,  in  deference  to  hia  pwanitai  hia  txoeii* 
tioners  dug  him  a  grave,  and  buried  him  uuinutilited  oa  tlit 
spot  when,  he  had  fallen. 


ClIAPTEIl  XXV. 


■  l'.r:,t;i!  fi'.-k.    i:.  .1.  .-I  ..n-i  u-r.'.. 

With  .•..;;. ..1^  !i..i:-  aiM  !.  .i.-l  •■!•-; 
IIiiw  likf*  a  th'liil  iii;t.\  mail  \»  lu.nl'- 
riyiii};  tlic  fiiul  ami  iiioiidtniUA  tni*! 

\Vb»»sf  harvi'bt-ik'IJ  is  huinuu  life 


A  VEIL  like  that  of  oblivion,  dropped  befoi 
missionary.     The  pious  persons  who  had  s 
preach  to  the  heathen,  never  knew  his  &to 
that  was  so  common  to  that  class  of  devote 
duce  regret  rather  than  surprise.     Even  thosi 
felt  a  respect  for  him ;  and,  strange  as  it  n 
the  elo(]uence  of  the  man  who  now  would 
him,  that  his  death  was  alone  to  be  attri 
awakened  fires  that  he  could  not  quench,  s 
that  he  could  not  quell.     In  this  respect,  h< 
those  who,  under  the  guise  of  reform,  or  re^ 
of  doubt,  set  in  motion  a  machine  that  is 
control,  when  it  is  deemed  ex{>edient  to  cl 
reason.     Such   is  often   the   case   with  ( 
leaders,  who  constantly  are  made  to  feel  1 
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the  corporal  looked  anxiooBly  for  the  usual  bat  revolting  token  of 
liifl  Ute  companion^B  death.  As  has  been  said,  however,  the 
luifwionary  was  suffered  to  lie  in  his  wild  grave,  without  suffer- 
ing a  mntiUtion  of  his  remains. 

Notwithstanding  this  moderation,  the  Indians  were  getting 
to  be  incited  by  this  taste  of  blood.  The  principal  chiefs  be- 
came sterner  in  their  aspects,  and  the  young  men  began  to  man* 
ifest  some  such  impatience  as  that  which  the  still  untried  pup 
betrays,  when  he  first  scents  hb  game.  All  these  were  ominous 
symptoms,  and  were  well  understood  by  the  captive. 

Perhaps  it  would  not  have  been  possible,  in  the  whole  range 
of  human  feelings,  to  find  two  men  under  influences  more  widely 
opposed  to  each  other,  than  were  the  missionary  and  the  corpo* 
ral,  in  this,  their  huit  scene  on  earth.  The  manner  of  ParM>n 
Amen*s  death  has  been  described.  He  died  in  humble  inDita- 
tion  of  his  Divine  Master,  asking  for  blessings  on  those  who 
were  about  to  destroy  him,  with  a  heart  softened  by  Christian 
graces,  and  a  meekness  that  had  its  origin  in  the  conteiousnets 
of  his  own  demerits.  On  the  other  hand,  the  corporal  thought 
only  c»f  vengeance.  Ettcape,  he  knew  to  be  impossible,  and  ha 
would  iain  take  his  departure  like  a  soldier,  or  as  he  conceived 
a  soldier  should  die  in  the  midnt  of  fallen  fbea. 

Corporal  Flint  had  a  salutary  love  of  life,  and  would  very 
gladly  escape,  did  the  means  offer ;  but,  failing  of  theaei  all  hb 
thoufj^ts  turned  toward  revenge.  Some  small  impolsea  of  am* 
bition,  or  what  it  is  usual  to  dignify  with  that  term,  showed 
theniielves  even  at  that  serious  moment  He  had  heard  aroand 
the  camp-fires,  and  in  the  garrisons,  so  many  tales  of  hermon  and 
of  fortitude  manifested  by  soldiers  who  had  fidlen  into  the  handa 
of  the  Indians,  that  a  fiiint  desire  to  enrol  hia  own  name  on  the 
list  of  these  worthies,  was  beginning  to  arise  in  hit  brmit,  Bui 
truth  compels  us  to  add,  that  the  predominant  fSseling  was  tlit 
wish  to  revenge  his  own  fate,  by  immohuing  as  many  of  hitfoea 
as  possible.  To  this  bst  purpose,  therefore,  hia  thooghla  wera 
mainly  directc<l,  during  that  interval  which  hia  lite  oonf 
had  employed  m  prayen  for  tboae  ander  whoia  blowt  he  ^ 


n    - 


w..v,v-,  iwi  a  minute  only,  the 
liis  thouirlits  tn  cM-jipe.  It  (KM'UiTod 
|»o>^il»lv  r«'a<'li  tln'  ('M>tl(',  CMuld  lir  <x«'t  i 
ill.-  Iii'liiiiis  r..iiijirl  liiiii  to  run  tin*  j^aii 
prariirc,  he  «l«'t<'niiin«Ml  to  make  an  etiV 
Ajrreeably  to  the  eode  of  frontier  warfa 
this  nature  was  scarecly  less  crejlitable  tl 

Half-ari-hour   pzissed  after  the  execu 
before  the  chiefs  commenced  their  proc 
ral.      The  delay  was  owing  to  a  cons 
Weasel  had  proposed  despatching  a  part 
in  the  family,  and  thus  make  a  commoi 
maining  pale-faces,  known  to  be  in  tha 
l*eter  did  not  dare  to  oppose  this  schet: 
managed  as  to  get  Crowsfcather  to  do  it, 
self  into  the  fore-ground.     The  influence 
prevailed,  and  it  was  decided  to  torture  i 
secure  his  scalp,  before  they  proceeded  t( 
others.     Ungque,  who  had  gained  groc 
success,  was  once  more  commissioned  to 
intentions  of  his  captors. 

"Brother,"  commenced  The  Weasel,  j 
in  front  of  the  corporal,  *'  I  am  about  to 
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The  eorp<Mral  liad  but  an  indifferent  knowledge  of  the  Indian 
huignage,  bnt  he  comprehended  all  that  waa  uttered  on  this  oo- 
caaion.  Interest  quickened  his  Acuities,  and  no  part  of  what 
WM  said  waa  lost  The  gentle,  slow,  deliberate  manner  in 
which  The  Weasel  delivered  himself  contributed  to  his  means 
of  understanding.  He  was  fortunately  prepared  for  what  he 
heard,  and  the  announcement  of  his  approaching  fiite  did  not 
diatnrb  him  to  the  degree  of  betraying  weakness.  This  last  waa 
a  triumph  in  which  the  Indians  delighted,  though  they  ever 
showed  the  most  profound  respect  for  such  of  their  rictims  as 
manifested  a  manly  fortitude.  It  was  necessary  to  reply,  which 
the  corporal  did  in  English,  knowing  that  several  present  ooold 
interpret  his  words.  With  a  view  to  render  this  the  more  easy, 
ha  spoke  in  (higmonts  of  sentences,  and  with  great  deliberation. 

*'  Injins,"  returned  the  corporal,  **  you  surrounded  me,  and  I 
have  been  taken  prisoner — had  there  been  a  platoon  on  ns,  yon 
might  n*t  have  made  out  quite  so  well.  It's  no  great  victory  for 
three  hundred  warriors  to  overcome  a  single  man.  I  count 
Parson  Amen  as  worse  than  nothing,  for  ho  looked  to  neither 
rear  nor  flank.  If  I  could  ha%'e  half-an-bour's  work  upon  you, 
with  only  half  of  our  late  company,  I  think  we  should  lower 
your  conceit.  But,  that  is  impossible,  and  so  yon  may  do  just 
what  you  please  with  me.     I  ask  no  fiivors." 

Although  this  answer  was  very  imperfectly  translated,  it 
awakened  a  good  deal  of  admiration.  A  man  who  could  look" 
death  so  closely  in  the  face,  with  so  much  steadiness,  became  a  - 
sort  of  hero,  in  Indian  eyes;  and  with  the  North  Ameiioan 
savage,  fortitude  Ia  a  virtue  not  inferior  to  coumgc.  Momun 
of  approbation  were  heard,  and  Ui^rque  waa  privately  roqnetted 
to  urge  the  captive  further,  in  order  to  see  how  €v  present  ap» 
pearances  were  likely  to  l»e  maintained. 

**  Brother,  I  have  said  that  we  are  Injina,*'  roaoinad  The 
Weasel,  with  an  air  so  humble,  and  a  voiee  ao  meek,  that  a 
stranger  might  have  supposed  he  waa  consoling,  inataad  of  an* 
deavoring  to  intimidate  the  prisoner.  **It  ia  troa.  We  wm 
nothing  but  poor,  ignorant  Injins.     We  ean  only  1 


rior  sliniild  tDFLrn  iiumi  iiii.^«.»n.v _ 

•A  way  t-»  ]»roM'  that  yj»u  are  all  over  man.  ^ 
iin'iit  \<>ii,  lliMl  \nii  will  xt.ni.l  iiji  innlfr  the  p 
thai  it  uii!  make  ••iir  \  <»iiiil:'  iiii-ii  think  \<»iir 
squaw — that  there  is  no  woman  in  you.  \\ 
own  honor,  as  well  as  tor  yuiirs.  It  will  be 
liavo  sucli  a  captive ;  it  will  be  an  honor  to 
captive.     AVe  sliall  (io  a.s  well  as  we  know  he 

"Brother,  it  is  most  time  to  bc^in.  Tli 
last  a  long  time.  We  must  not  let  the  mod 
great  a  start  on  the  path  to  the  happy  h 
your — '' 

Here,  a  most  unexpected  intcrraption  oc 
ually  put  a  stop  to  the  elo<iuencc  of  Ungquc 
make  an  impression,  the  savage  approached 
captiveV  ann,  while  his  own  mind  was  inten 
he  hoped  would  make  the  prisoner  quail, 
his  eye  on  that  of  the  speaker,  cliarmiug  hii 
riveted  gaze,  in  return.     Watching  his  opp 
the  tomahawk  from  llie  WeaseFs  belt,  an( 
felled  him  dead  at  his  feet.     Not  content 
soldier  now  bounded  forward,  striking  rigl 
six  or  eight  wounds  on  others,  before  he  coi 


'"'  ■•    Ai.  ^  \„ 
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kit  recent  ezerUoot,  which  were  terrific  while  they  heted,  effsc- 
tuaUj  incapacitated  him  from  making  any  move,  to  long  as  he 
waa  thna  exhaoated  and  confined. 

A  cooncil  was  now  held  by  the  prihcipal  chie&  XTngqne 
had  few  ftiendsb  In  this,  he  shared  the  fiite  of  most  ^'dem*- 
gogiie8,)who  are  commonly  despised  even  by  those  they  lead 
and  deceive.  No  one  regretted  him  much,  and  some  were  ac- 
tuaUy  glad  of  his  fate.  But  the  dignity  of  the  conquerors 
moat  be  vindicated.  It  would  never  do  to  allow  a  pale^Mse  to 
obtain  so  great  an  advantage,  and  not  take  a  signal  vengeance 
for  his  deeds.  After  a  long  consultation,  it  was  determined  to 
aabject  the  captive  to  the  trial  by  saplings,  and  thus  see  if  he 
could  bear  the  torture  without  compUdning.  As  some  of  oar 
leaders  may  not  understand  what  this  fell  mode  of  tormenting 
is»  it  may  be  necessary  to  explain.  /  ^  vf  /.    6y   r  y»/''  /  >*^  J" 

There  is  scarcely  a  method  of  infiicting  pain,  that  comes 
within  the  compaAs  of  their  means,  that  the  North  American 
Indians  have  not  essayed  on  their  enemies.  When  the  infernal 
ingenuity  that  is  exercised,  on  these  occasions,  fails  of  its  eflect, 
the  captives  them^*lves  have  been  heard  to  suggest  other  means 
of  toituring  that  they  have  known  practised  succesefuHy  by 
their  own  people.  There  is  often  a  strange  strife  between  the 
tormentors  an<l  the  tormented  ;  the  one  to  manifSest  skill  in  in- 
fiicting pain,  and  the  other  to  manifest  fortitude  in  enduring  it 
As  has  juHt  l>een  naid,  quite  as  much  renown  is  often  acquired 
by  the  warrior,  in  Slotting  all  the  devices  of  his  conquerors  at 
defiance,  while  subject  to  their  hellish  attempts,  aa  in  deeda  of 
arms.  It  might  be  more  true  to  say  tlmt  such  vos  the  practice 
among  the  Indians,  than  to  say,  at  the  present  time,  thai  anch 
it ;  for  it  ift  certain  that  civilisation  in  its  approachea,  while  it 
has  in  many  parti(*u)ars  even  degraded  the  red  man,  has  had  a 
sileut  effect  in  changing  an<l  mitigating  many  of  hia  flereer 
cuKtoms — this,  perlia|M,  among  the  rest  It  is  probable  that 
the  more  distant  tril>es  still  resort  to  all  these  ancient  usages: 
but  it  is  lM>th  hoped  and  believed  that  tboae  nearer  to  the  whitea 
do  not 
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The  '*  torture  by  saplings'^  is  one  of  thotic  modcA  of  inflict  in:: 
pain,  that  would  naturally  sug^j^t  themselves  to  Mva|^.«. 
Young  trees  that  do  not  stand  far  apart  arc  trimmed  of  their 
branrhcs,  and  brought  nearer  to  each  other  by  bcndinjer  thcL* 
bodies ;  the  victim  is  then  attached  to  both  tmnka,  aomeCiine^ 
l>y  his  extended  anns,.at  others  by  his  legs,  or  by  whatever  |iart 
of  the  frame  cruelty  can  suggest,  when  the  sapling*  are  re- 
leased, and  ])ennit(cd  to  resume  their  upright  positions.  Of 
course,  the  tsutferer  is  lifted  from  the  earth,  and  hangs  suspcnd- 
etl  by  his  limbs,  with  a  strain  on  them  that  soon  prodnces  the 
most  intense  anguish.  The  celebrated  punishment  of  the  '*  knout"* 
piirtakes  a  good  deal  of  this  same  character  of  sutfering.  Boogfc 
of  the  Oak  now  apjirnachcd  the  corporal,  to  let  him  know  how 
high  an  honor  was  in  resen'c  for  him. 

''Brother/^  s^iid  this  ambitious  orator,  *^yon  are  a  bnre 
warrior.  You  have  done  well.  Not  only  have  you  kiile«]  one 
of  inir  chiefs,  but  you  have  wounded  several  of  our  young  men. 
No  oiu?  but  a  brave  could  have  done  this.  Yon  have  foived  us 
to  bind  you,  lest  you  might  kill  some  more.  It  is  not  often 
that  captivi's  do  this.  Your  courage  has  caused  us  to  contnlt 
hntr  we  mi<rht  b(>st  torture  you,  in  a  way  most  to  manifest  yoor 
inaiihond.  After  talkinir  togethor,  the  chiefs  have  decided  that 
a  man  of  your  tirmness  outrht  to  bo  hung  l»etween  two  yoonc 
trei's.  We  have  fnund  the  trees,  and  have  cut  off  their 
br;m«lie-j.  Vnii  ran  see  them.  If  they  were  a  little  lai}ger 
tluir  t'orre  would  be  greater,  and  they  would  give  you  m«»np 
]i:iin — w«»uld  hv  more  worthy  of  you  ;  but  these  are  the  hu|rert 
-;i|ilin'^s  we  muld  tind.  Had  there  been  any  larger,  we  wonM 
h.ivi-  let  viiu  have  them.  We  wish  to  do  you  honor,  for  TOO 
:trt'  a  li.'ld  wariiiT.  ainl  w«»rtliy  tt»  be  well  tormented. 

"  ripillicr.  Iniik  at  these  >a])lin<;s;  They  are  tall  and  straighL 
Wli.u  tlii'V  an-  biMt  by  many  han«ls,  they  will  come  together. 
T.ike  away  the  hand-*,  anil  they  will  become  straight  a^rain. 
V'-ur  arm^  muM  thm  keep  them  tnifether,  AVe  wish  we  ka»l 
soiiii-  i»a|>)MMiM>  iieri*.  that  they  might  shoot  arrows  into  yoor 
lt>  -li.     That  wtiulil  help  much  ti»  tonncnt  you.     Yun  canaoC 
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htem  ikm  hooor,  for  we  haTe  no  pAppooeei.    We anifiiid  to  let 
our  joong  men  shoot  arrows  into  your  flesh.     Iliej  era  stroag, 
and  mi^t  kill  yon.     We  wish  joa  to  die  between  the  saplingB,"} 
as  »  your  right,  being  so  great  a  bmre. 

**firother,  we  think  mach  better  of  yoa  sinee  yoo  killed  The 
Weas^  and  hurt  our  young  men.  If  all  your  warrioia  at  Chi* 
eago  had  been  as  bold  as  you,  Black-Biid  would  not  hare  taken 
tfaia  fort.  You  would  have  saved  nuuiy  sealp^  Tliia  eDOoai^ 
ages  ua.  It  makes  us  think  the  Clreat  S|Hrtt  means  to  help  0% 
and  that  we  shall  kill  all  the  iMih»-&ees.  When  we  get  Anther 
into  your  settlements,  we  do  not  expect  to  meet  many  soeh 
braves  as  you.  They  tell  us  we  shall  then  find  men  who  will 
run,  and  screech  like  women.  It  will  not  be  a  plenenra  to  tot^ 
ment  such  men.  We  had  rather  torment  a  bokl  warrior,  like 
you,  who  makes  us  admire  him  for  his  manlinesss  We  kyve 
our  squaws,  but  not  in  the  war-path.  They  are  best  in  the 
knlges :  here  we  wsnt  nothing  but  men.  You  are  a  man — a 
brave — we  honor  you.  We  tliink,  notwithstanding,  we  shall 
yet  make  you  weak.  It  will  not  be  ea»T,  yet  we  hope  to  do  iL 
\Vc  shall  try.  We  may  not  think  quite  so  well  of  yo«,  if  we 
do  it ;  but  we  shall  always  call  you  a  brave.  A  man  is  not  a 
sloue.  We  can  all  fei>l,  and  when  wc  have  done  all  that  is  in 
our  power,  no  «>ne  can  do  more.  It  \»  «.>  with  Injins;  we  think 
it  niu»t  Ih*  so  with  jmK^-fiu-eH.  We  mean  to  try  and  see  how 
it  is." 

The  rorporal  iiii«leMiMMl  very  little  of  thi«  harangue,  though^ 
lie  |K*rfe<'tly  ooniprelien<l<'.l  the  pre|mnitioiifi  of  the  saplings,  and 
\Umff\i  of  the  OakV  alluHioiiH  ti>  thtm.  He  was  in  a  cokl  aweaft-' 
at  the  thought,  for  rt*Aolute  as  he  wivs  he  forvnaw  sufferings  that 
huninn  fortitude  could  hanlly  endun*.  In  this  state  of  the  case, 
ami  in  the  frame  of  mind  he  was  in,  he  had  reeoune  to  an  ex- 
fiedirnt  <*f  whiili  he  hail  oAen  h(*ard,  and  which  he  thooight 
ini«;lit  iii»w  U*  [irartiHMl  to  Mtnie  ailvantage.  It  was  lo  open 
iip4»n  the  H:i\aire'«  with  al»UM*,  and  to  exasperate  them  by  taunts 
aiifl  nariMMii.  t  »  •^in'li  a  ileifn^e  as  might  induce  sooM  of  the 
weaker  tneiiil'cr«  o(  t\\\*  triln?  to  dispatch  him  oa  the  spoL  Am 
18 


.•mu'iii;  ye.  Do;^  winild  ho  tlio  host  lu 
jiri-.  A  l'>!iir  tiiiH'  MLTo,  the  ]);ilo-fa<-o<;  »•; 
littl.'  .•.•iii'M-^,      TIn'V  wtTr  Imt  ;i  li:ni<lfiil 

^  tliaii  |>i';iir'n'  WfUr-.      Vojir  h.-jrk  cKiilfl  I 

lainl.  Well,  what  d'u]  this  hainlt'ul  ofju 
fatliers  hctoro  tlieiii,  until  thov  got  all  ' 
gnmiids.  Not  an  Injin  of  you  all,  no^ 
shorf8  of  the  great  siilt-lake,  unless  to  s 
and  then  he  goes  sneaking  like  a  wolf  a 
for<xottcn  how  clams  and  ovstere  taste 
many  of  them  as  they  conld  eat;  bi 
i|  "'        ••  tasted  them.     The  pale-faces  eat  them 

for  one,  they  would  throw  the  shell  at 
;  .  -  <log. 

■    -     •  **I>o  you  think  that  my  chiefs  woi 

twecn  two  such  miserable  saplings  as  tl 

scorn  to  practice  such  pitiful  torture, 

«  tops  of  two  tall  pines  together,  trees  i 

■  ^  •  bigh,  and  put  their  prisoner  on  the  1 

•  crows  and  ravens  to  pick  his  eyes  out 

Injins !     You  know  nothing.     If  you  1 

you  act  such  poor  torment  ag'in  a  gres 

and  call  you  squaws.      The  pale-faces 

They  have  taken  out  your  hearts,  and 

in  flioir  niares." 


^  n    . 
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guage  was  interpreted,  a  deep  but  smothered  resentment  was 
feit ;  more  especially  at  the  taonts  toaching  the  manner  in  which 
the  whites  had  overcome  the  red  men.  Troth  is  hard  to  be 
borne,  and  the  individual,  or  people,  who  will  treat  a  thousand 
iiynrious  lies  with  contempt,  feel  all  their  ire  aroused  at  one 
reproach  that  has  its  foundation  in  flEM^t  Nevertheless,  the  an- 
ger that  the  corporal*s  words  did,  in  truth,  awaken,  was  suo- 
ccssfiilly  repressed,  and  he  had  the  disappomtmcnt  of  seeii^ 
that  his  life  was  spared  for  the  torture. 

'*  Brother,'"  said  Bough  of  the  Oak,  again  placing  himsdf 
before  the  captive,  **  you  have  a  stout  heart  It  is  made  of 
•tone,  and  not  of  flesh.  If  our  hearts  be  of  dog*a  meat,  yoors 
is  of  stone.  What  you  say  is  true.  The  pale-&ces  did  come 
at  first  in  two  or  three  canoes,  and  there  were  but  few  of  them. 
We  are  ashamed,  for  it  is  true.  A  few  paie-ftces  drove  toward 
the  sotting  sun  many  Injins.  But  we  cannot  be  driven  any 
further.  We  mean  to  stop  here,  and  begin  to  take  all  the  scalps  .  < 
we  can.  A  great  chief,  who  belongs  to  no  one  tribe,  but  lie-  ' 
longs  to  all  tribes,  who  speaks  all  tongues  has  been  sent  by 
the  Great  Spirit  to  an)use  us.  He  has  done  it  You  know 
him.  He  came  fn)ni  the  head  of  the  hike  with  yon,  and  kept 
his  eye  on  your  scalp,  lie  has  meant  to  take  it  from  the  first. 
He  waited  only  for  an  opportunity.  That  opportunity  has  come, 
and  we  now  moan  to  do  as  he  has  told  us  we  ought  to  dor. 
This  \a  right.  S<|uuw!4  are  in  a  hurry;  warriors  know  how  to 
wait.  We  would  kill  you  at  once,  and  hang  your  scalp  on  oar 
pole,  but  it  would  not  be  right.  We  wish  to  do  what  is  right 
If  we  ort  poor  Injins,  and  know  but  little,  we  know  what  is 
right.  It  is  right  to  torment  so  great  a  brave,  and  we  mean  to 
do  it  It  is  only  just  to  you  to  do  so.  An  old  warrior  who 
has  seen  ho  many  enemies  and  who  has  so  big  a  heart,  ought 
not  to  be  knookcil  in  the  head  like  a  pappooae  or  a  S(|Qaw»  It 
is  his  right  to  l>e  t4>nncnted.  We  are  getting  ready,  aad  shall 
wM>n  l»ogin.  If  my  hfiithor  can  tell  us  a  new  way  of  toment- 
ing,  we  are  willinj;;  to  try  it  Should  we  not  make  out  as  well 
as  pale-faces,  my  brother  will  remember  who  we  »b.    W«  niann 


^apliiiir^,  ami  to  overlook  the  pain  they  iniirht 
"  jJ-.^TN  call  <!<»  little  l)Ut  hark:  'specially  \n 
*'  Iiijiii-  ihniivclv*-  arc  little  hcttcr  than  tln-ir 
can   hark,  Imt   ihcy  don't    kn<>\v  how  t«)   hitc. 
^reat  ehiets  here.      Sonic  are  panthers,   ant  I 
some  hiiffalocf*;   but  where  arc  your  weasels 
now  tliese  twenty  years,  and  never  have  I  k 
up  to  the  bagjifonet.     It's  not  Injin  natur'  to 
Here  the  eorporal,  without  knowing  it,  m 
proach  to  the  aboriginal  warriors  of  Ameri 
used  to  throw  into  the  teeth  of  ourselves— t 
up  to  a  weapon  whioli  neither  party  posses? 
of  great  trium{)h  that  the  Americans  would  n 
of  the  bayonet  at  the  renowned  fight  on  B; 
when  it  is  well  known  that  not  one  man 
colonists  had  any  sueh  weapon  at  all  to  "  f 
ditlerent   ^tory  wjis   told  at  Guildford,  am' 
P^utaw,  and  Bennington,  and  Bemis^  Hcig 
places  that  might  be  named,  after  the  tn 
with  bayonets.      7'hen  it  was  found  that  t 
use  them  as  well  as  others,  and  so  might 
the  red  men,  though  their  discipline,  or  mo 
"     -.1.  ....cfonintip  rhanres.     Al 
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Ton  polled  tto  aaplingi  together  for  hioL  He  pat  yoa  vp  with 
*the  k>iig>-kiiiTeft  and  leather-ttockings^*  and  yon  oatmn  hi* 
fleetest  horses.  I  was  with  him,  and  saw  more  naked  backs 
than  naked  hots  among  your  people,  that  day.  Yoor  Great 
Bear  got  a  rap  on  hia  noae  that  seat  him  to  his  riUage  yelping 
like  a  cnr.'* 

Again  was  the  corporal  compelled  to  stop  to  take  breath. 
The  aHusion  to  Wayne,  and  his  defeat  of  the  Indiana,  excited 
so  mnch  ire,  that  sereral  hands  graq>ed  knives  and  tomawhawka, 
and  one  arrow  was  actually  drawn  nearly  to  the  head ;  bat  the 
frown  of  Bear's  Meat  prevented  any  oatbreak,  or  actual  violenee. 
It  was  deemed  prudent,  however,  to  pat  an  end  to  this  sceney 
lest  the  fttraight-forward  corporal,  who  laid  it  on  heavily,  and 
who  had  so  mnch  to  say  aboat  Indian  defeats,  mi|^  aotnally 
socceed  in  touching  some  festering  wound  that  wonM  bring 
him  to  his  death  at  once.  It  was,  accordingly,  determined  to 
proceed  with  the  torture  of  the  saplings  without  farther  deUy. 

The  corporal  was  removed  accordingly,  and  placed  between 
the  two  bended  trec»,  which  were  kept  together  by  withes 
around  their  topA.  Au  arm  of  the  captive  was  bound  tightly 
at  the  wri»t  to  the  top  of  each  tree,  so  that  bis  limbs  were  to 
act  as  the  only  tie  between  the  saplings,  as  soon  aa  the  withes 
should  be  cut.  The  Indians  now  worked  in  silence,  and  the 
matter  y^a»  getting  to  be  much  too  serious  for  the  coiporal  to 
indulge  in  any  more  wordA.  The  cold  sweat  returned,  and 
many  an  anxious  glance  was  cast  by  the  veteran  on  the  fell  pre- 
punitions.  Still  he  maintained  appearances,  and  when  all  was 
ready,  not  a  man  there  was  aware  of  the  agony  of  dread  wbioh 
prevailed  in  the  breast  of  the  victim*  It  was  not  death  thai  he 
foareil  as  much  as  sutferiiig.  A  few  minutes,  the  eorpond  well 
knew,  would  make  the  pain  iutolerable,  while  he  saw  no  hope 
of  putting  a  npeedy  end  to  his  existence.  A  man  might  live 
bourn  in  such  a  situation.  Then  it  was  that  the  teachings  of 
childhood  werv  n«vive<l  in  the  bosom  of  this  hardened  man,  and 
he  reinetiilH*n'd  the  beinir  that  died  for  kim^  in  common  witli 
the  rc>it  of  tlie  liuuiau  race,  on  the  tree.    The  aeemaqg  Aiailari* 


"  Warrior  (»f  the  j>alo-fa('os,"  sam  j^ww^., 
arr  LT'^ii'LT  to  cut  the  withe.  You  will  tlien 
man  will  want  all  \\\-^  coui'aLre.  It' vou  are  ti 
hoin-r;  if  you  taint  an^l  >eive<'li,  our  younir 
y«>u.  This  is  the  way  with  Injins.  They  1 
point  the  fingiT  at  cowards." 

Here  a  siorii  was  made  by  Bear's  Meat,  a 
the  tomahawk  that  was  to  separate  the  fast 
was  in  the  very  act  of  descending,  when  the 
heard,  and  a  little  smoke  rose  out  of  the  th: 
wliero  the  bee-hunter  and  the  coq)oral,  hir 
80  long  hid,  on  the  occa«*ion  of  the  counci 
place.  The  tomahawk  fell,  however,  the  ^ 
and  up  flew  the  saplings,  with  a  violence  thi 
the  arms  of  the  victim  out  of  their  sockets. 

The  Indians  listened,  expecting  the  8cre< 
they  gazed,  hoping  to  witness  the  writhii 
But  tliey  were  disappointed.  There  hunf 
distended,  still  holding  the  tops  of  the  sap 
a  sign  of  life  was  seen.  A  small  line  of 
the  forehead,  and  above  it  was  the  nearl 
made  by  the  passage  of  a  bullet.     Tlie  I 

'^  «"'l  a  little  on  one  shoulder.    Th< 
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prisoner  IukI  woainled  had  seen  fit,  in  tkia  modo,  to  revenge 
liifl  own  hurta.  In  thisy  however,  the  Indians  deceived  them- 
selves. The  well-btentioned  and  deadly  shot,  that  saved  the 
corporal  from  hours  of  agony,  came  from  the  friendly  hand  of 
^Pigeon8wing;)who  had  no  sooner  discharged  his  rifle,  than  he 
stole'away  through  the  thicket,  and  was  never  discovered.  This 
he  did,  too,  at  the  expense  of  Ungque*s  scalp,  on  which  he  had 
set  his  heart 

As  for  the  Indians,  perceiving  that  their  hopes  of  forcing  a 
cj4>tive  to  confess  his  weakness  were  frustrated,  they  conferred 
together  on  the  course  of  future  proceedings.  There^was  an 
enquiry  for^  Peter,  but  Peter  was  not  to  be  found.  Bough  of 
the  Oak  suggested  that  the  mysterious  chief  must  have  gone 
to  the  palisaded  hut,  in  order  to  get  the  remaining  scalps,  hii 
passion  for  this  symbol  of  triumphs  over  pale-fiM^es  being  well 
known.  It  was,  therefore,  incumbent  on  the  whole  band  to  fol- 
low, with  the  double  view  of  sharing  in  the  honor  of  the  assault, 
and  of  rendering  aasiHtance. 

Abandoning  the  body  of  the  corporal  where  it  hung,  away 
went  these  savages,  by  this  time  keenly  alive  to  the  scent  of 
blo<Hl.  Something  like  order  was  observed,  however,  each 
chief  leading  his  own  particular  part  of  the  band,  in  his  own 
way,  but  on  a  designated  ri)ute.  Bear's  Meat  acted  aa  com- 
mander-in-chief, the  subordinate  leaders  following  his  instrac- 
tions  with  reasonable  obedience.  Some  went  in  one  direction, 
others  in  another;  until  the  verdant  bottom  near  the  sweet 
spring  was  deserted. 

In  less  tlian  half-an-hour  the  whole  band  was  collected  arotind 
Castle  Meal,  distant,  however,  beyond  the  range  of  a  rifle.  The 
diflercnt  parties,  as  they  arrived,  announced  their  presence  by 
whoops,  which  were  intended  to  answer  the  double  purpose  of 
signals,  and  of  striking  terror  to  the  hearts  of  the  be^eged;  the 
North  American  Indians  making  ample  use  of  this  great  aoail- 
iary  in  war. 

All  this  time  no  one  was  seen  in  or  about  the  fortified  hut. 
Tlio  ;;atc  was  closed,  as  were  the  doors  and  window^ 
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iniX  preparations  for  defence  ;  but  the  garrisi^>n  kept  v\o9o,  Xor 
>vn^  IVtcrto  he  sc(^n.  lie  nii^xlit  lu*  a  j)risoner,  ur  he  ini,;Iit  n-'t 
have  cnnie  in  tliis  direction.  It  \va«<  jnf>t  po>MMf  that  he  nii::ht 
l»e  >tealing  up  to  the  building,  to  get  a  nearer  view,  and  a  ck»^cr 

scout. 

Indian  warfare  is  always  stealtliy.  It  is  seMoin,  iinleed.  that 
the  aboriginal  Americans  ventun?  on  an  open  sisajuiU  of  anv 
fortified  j>lace,  however  small  an<l  feeble  it  may  be.  Ignorant 
of  the  use  of  artillery,  and  totally  without  that  all-imp- >naiit 
arm,  their  aj)j)roaches  to  any  cover,  whence  a  bullet  may  In- 
sent  against  them,  are  ever  wary,  slow,  and  well  eMin-iTti- 1. 
Thry  have  no  idea  of  trenches — do  not  possess  the  inc:in<*  i»f 
making  them,  indeed — but  they  have  su«di  substitutes  of  tii-ir 
own  as  uMially  meet  all  their  wants,  more  particularly  in  p.«r- 
ti«'ns  (if  the  country  that  are  \\oo«led.  In  caM.'s  like  thi>  U.^i-.n- 
oiir  pH'-cnt  band,  they  had  to  exercise  their  wits  t<»  invent  n-u 
iii.Mlr>  of  rtfccting  thi'ir  pur[>.»><'s. 

litar's  Mi'.it  collrrttd  hi'^  prin<ij»al  chiefs,  anil,  after  a  ci. n- 
>i.l<  r.iMt'  amount  of  eonsnltation,  it  wa^  di-termined,  in  lli^*  pr.-*- 
(lit  in-tMiM-e,  t'»  trv  tin-  \irtiif  I'f  lire.  Tiic  4inlv  >i;'n  4tf  Iif«-  ih-.-v 
!■  .iild  dett-et  ;il»..ut  tile  hill,  \\ a-*  au  o.Tii.^i'Mial  bark  tVom  lli\i-. 
wli-  liad  1m  en  taken  within  the  biiil.iing,  most  probably  t«»  pp- 
!•  •■:  lilrii  tV'-m  tin-  bull-  t-  and  arrow -«  ot'  the  enemy.  Vlwu  tin-* 
ai.lniai  di«l  not  how],  like  a  tlo^r  in  di^tre^s;  but  he  barked,  a* 
it  ..w.iif  «'f  til-'  vicinity  of  Mrangi'r>.  'I'lie  keenest  scrutiny  i*oulJ 
n-'t  d.'ti  -t  an  outlet  ot"  any  s  ,v\  ab  "ut  tin-  hut.  Kvery  thiii:*  w^is 
t'._::.tl\  rlo^rd,  and  it  wa--  inijHi-NviKK.  to  siy  when,  or  wht-nce.  a 
1   I'.lrt  niiirlit  n'»t  be  >ent  airain-^t  the  unwary. 

Tin-  j.riii  wa-  s,.on  t"»nnrd.  an«l  wa><|uite  as  rapidly  exeeuteJ. 
1*  "udi  o|'  tin-  Oak,  liim-i'lt".  ^upput.'d  by  twii  or  three  othiT 
l-r.iNf-.  uiidiit'M'k  t.«  »t  the  l.uiMin.;>  on  tire.  This  was  d«»ne  bv 
a|"|'i«M'hlni:  tin-  kit-  li.i!.  .1  'l:.'!!!^  tV-'in  tn-e  to  tree,  makiuij  e:i.'fi 
!•;  .\.  !iH  nt  wi'li  a  r:ij'i  .it\  ;li;.!  de:"«  ^ed  aim,  and  an  iriv_::ii.inTv 
'III!  "h  ;lr.l  -  al-ulati-n.  In  lhi«  wa\  the  kit'h'-n  wa-  ^.if.  iw 
I.  .ill-  1,  wln-rr  tinre  wa^  a  !«•::  e..ver  to  i-oneeal  the  p;ir»\. 
il    !.    aU  •  was  rm;.  tin-  i'^*^t  1  t'or  dinner  bein-^  let't,  ju-t  a^  it    had 


"1 


TBI     OAK     OPSVIirGS.  417 

been  put  over  to  boil,  not  long  before.  The  IndianB  bad  pie- 
pared  themselves  with  arrows  and  light  wood,  and  soon  tbey 
commenced  sending  their  flaming  missiles  toward  the  roof  of 
the  hut  Arrow  after  arrow  struck,  and  it  waa  not  long  before 
the  roof  was  on  fire. 

A  jell  now  arose  throughout  the  Openings.  Far  and  near  the 
Indiana  exulted  at  their  success.  The  wood  was  dry,  and  it  wi 
of  a  very  inflammable  nature.  The  wind  blew,  and  in  half  an 
hour  Castle  Meal  was  in  a  bright  bkze.  Hive  now  began 
bowl,  a  sign  that  he  knew  his  peril.  Still,  no  human  being  ap- 
peared. Presently  the  flaming  roof  fell  in,  and  the  savages  li»> 
tened  intently  to  hear  the  screeches  of  their  victims.  The 
howls  of  the  dog  increased,  and  he  was  soon  seen,  with  hit  hair 
burned  from  his  skin,  leaping  on  the  unroofed  wall,  and  thenoe 
into  the  area  within  the  palisades.  A  bullet  terminated  bit 
sufierings  as  he  alighted.  h^  '    *  '  '       "^   ' 

Bear*8  Meat  now  gave  the  signal,  and  a  general  rush  waa 
matle.  No  rifle  opposed  them,  and  a  hundred  Indians  were 
soon  at  the  palisades.  To  the  surprise  of  all,  the  gate  waa 
found  unfastened.  UuHhing:  within,  the  door  of  the  hut  waa 
forced,  and  a  view  obtained  of  the  blazing  furnace  within.  The 
party  had  arrived  in  sutficient  season  to  perceive  fragmenta  of 
le  Bourdon*  8  rude  funiiture  and  stores  yet  blaiing,  but  nowhere 
was  a  human  corpse  visible.  Poles  were  got,  and  the  brands 
were  removed,  in  the  expectation  of  finding  bones  beneath 
them ;  but  without  success.  It  was  now  certain  thai  no  pale- 
lace  had  perished  in  that  hut.  Then  the  truth  flashed  on  tlia 
minds  of  all  the  savages :  le  Bourdon  and  his  friends  bad  Uk&a 
the  alarm  in  time,  and  had  escaped  I 
18* 


^  I. 


•.      • 
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••  i;.  :...:■!  ••  i   i."  i' .  h.  .ti,.  m  n-.i 

1  '  •    1  I  .:     '.-■•'    *  :iv   ri  'lit !  :i  %  1! 
'lli.ii  i*-  !i.\m:'.ii-  t.;,<:ii.«-  -i-n  ...1 

0'«r  all  th.-  hillM.f  I'al.-tin.-. 
Ami  now  the  wild  Imar  miin ■^  tu  ^ 
Kvfii  iiA,  tin-  pr^•t•lh•^t  iNiiiirh.H  and 
1'Iiat,  lirinkinir  of  \tj^  rh<iii'ci>t  «Uv 
On  Zii>n't»  hill  in  U-uuty  givw.** 

MIL! 

The  chanore  in  Petor  Iiad  been  gra'luall 
rent,  ever  since  he  joine<l  the  party  of  tin 
he  entered  the  Kalanuizoo,  in  the  oonipan} 
liad  now  fallen  the  victims  of  IiIj^  own  c 
full  of  the  fell  intention  of  cutting  ott"  t 
Margery  had  first  induced  him  to  think  of 
early  half-deci<led  that  she   should  be  spfi 
his  own   lodge,  :ls  an   adopted   danghte 
aware  of  the  state  of  things  between  his 
there  was  a  severe  struggle  in  liis  breast 
ing  the  last.     lie  saw  how   strongly  tlu 
him,  and  something  like  human  sentin 
•  among  liis  savjige  j)Ians.     The  mystcrioi 

'^        '       ...ui.  ti,,^  hfos.  however,  had  fj 
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with  the  hnsbaDd.  The  effect  of  The  WeaseFs  canning  hat  been 
described.  Such  was  the  state  of  Peter's  mind  when  he  met 
the  band  in  the  scenes  last  described.  There  he  had  been  all 
attention  to  the  demeanor  of  the  mittsionaiy.  A  hundred  times 
had  he  seen  warriors  die  uttering  maledictions  on  their  enemies; 
but  this  was  the  first  occasion  on  which  he  had  ever  known  a 
man  to  use  his  latest  breath  in  asking  for  blessings  on  those 
**  who  persecuted  him.**  At  first,  Peter  was  astounded.  Then 
the  sublime  principles  had  their  effect,  and  his  heart  was  deeply 
touched  with  what  he  heard.  How  fiir  the  UiAy  Spirit  aided  r^/ 
tbe^  l>ctter  feelings,  it  might  be  presumptuous,  on  the  one  hand, 
to  say ;  while,  on  the  other,  it  will  be  equally  presuming  to  ^J^  / 
think  of  denying  the  possibility — nay,  the  probability — that  the  'I  . 
great  change  which  so  suddenly  came  over  the  heart  of  Peter,  '  ^ 
was  produced  by  more  than  mere  human  agencies.  We  know  ^>  ...y 
that  this  blessed  Spirit  is  often  poured  out,  in  especial  caaea, 
with  affluent  benevolence,  and  there  can  be  no  suflicient  reason 
for  supposing  this  navage  might  not  have  been  thus  signally  fa- 
vored, as  soon  as  the  avenues  of  his  heart  opened  to  the  im- 
pulses of  a  generous  humanity.  The  very  qualities  that  would 
induce  such  a  being  to  attempt  the  wild  and  visionary  scheme  of 
vengeance  and  retribution,  that  had  now  occupied  hia  sleeping 
and  waking  thoughts  for  years,  might,  under  a  better  direction, 
render  him  eminently  tit  to  l>e  the  subject  of  divine  gnoe,  A 
latent  sense  of  right  lay  behind  all  his  seeming  barbarity,  and 
tliat  which  to  us  ap{)cars  as  a  fell  ferocity,  was,  in  his  own  eyeai 
no  IcM  than  a  severe  ju8ti<;c. 

The  words,  the  principles,  the  prayens  and,  more  than  all,  Uie 
eiample  of  the  missionary,  wn>nght  this  great  cbange,  so  6r  as 
human  agenoica  were  employed ;  but  the  power  of  God  was 
necessary  to  (*arr}'  out  and  complete  this  renewal  of  the  inner 
man.  Wc  do  not  mean  that  a  miracle  waa  used  in  the  sadden 
conversion  of  this  Indian  to  better  feelings,  for  that  whieb  u  of 
hourly  occurrence,  and  which  may  happen  to  all,  comes  witlun 
the  ordinary  wt^rkiiigs  of  a  Divine  Providence,  and  cannot  t 
U*  designated  with  pn>priety ;  but  we  do  wish  to  be  i 
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as  siiyiiijTi  that  no  purely  liiiman  power  ooulil  have  clcapetl  the 
inonil  vi-iiuii,  chant^cil  all  tlic  viows,  and  softened  the  bean  of 
HiKrli  a  man,  as  wits  so  promptly  done  in  the  easMJ  of  IVlcr.  The 
w.iy  liad  been  <Tradually  preparinj^,  perhaps  by  tlie  iiiean^  al- 
ready 4h'seribed  ;  but  the  jrn^at  tninsfomiation  came  so  suddenly 
anil  so  powerfully,  as  to  render  him  a  ditft-n-nt  liein«r«  a*  it 
mi^ht  almost  be,  in  the  twinklin«j:  of  an  eye!  Suoli  ehau*^i4 
<»ft<'ii  oorur,  and  thou;jjh  it  niay  suit  the  si'lf-siitViei*  iii.*y  of  the 
\v..rldlin;;  to  deride  them,  he  is  the  wisest  who  submits  in  tin* 
in«M'ke>t  spirit  to  powers  that  exceed  his  conipreheiiMnn. 

In  thi"*  state  of  miml,  then,  IVtcr  left  the  bauil  as  jmmih  u^  the 
fitt'  of  the  missionary  was  decided.  His  immediate  tdijtvt  was 
t  »  savt?  the  whites  who  remained,  itci-shom  and  IX»rotliy  n««w 
haviiit;  a  ]>lare  in  hisp>ud  intentions,  as  well  as  le  IU>ur*l<in  anil 
Mari^iTv.  Althoujjh  he  moved  swiftly,  and  nearly  by  an  air^ 
line,  his  thnutrhts  >4'an'i»  kept  company  with  his  feet.  r>urinj 
tliMt  r:tpi>l  walk,  he  w:ts  haunted  with  the  inia^e  of  a  man, 
•  lyiiiiT  while  he  pronouneeil  benedietions  on  his  eneniio<* ! 

There  w:iN  little  ill  eiuninon  between  the  natunil  objecii^  <if 
that  plat  id  and  rural  seeiie,  aii<I  the  fell  ]>:isMons  that  wefc  si 
;n'tively  at  Wi»rk  anion ir  the  savaifes.  The  whole  of  the  lanij- 
s.;i|M'  wa**  bathed  in  tin*  li«rht  nf  a  ■•lear,  warn),  suiiinier*>  ila*. 
Tln-^i-  ar-  tin-  tinier  wlnii  the  earth  truly  >eemA  a  Kmctuary.  iu 
-j»"t>  ri-niftr  \'vin\\  till*  lianiit'*  «if  men.  and  lea«»t  expos«*d  t^»  hii 
aliii-e-.  Till"  Imt^  hiini  ap»unil  the  llowers  the  bird*'  eand  ••n 
tlf  b'liLrh^  an>l  tVoiii  aini>l  tln-ir  leafy  arbors,  white  even  the 
li;ij.lnL'  and  '^hiiiinir  ^>ater^  appear  t'»  be  inMiuet  with  the  life 
that  r\I.»N  thi-  irl"'"y  <»f  *i'»d. 

A-*  t'li-  the  t'aniily  near  the  pali^atjcd  hut.  hap]»iiieft«  ha«]  not, 
I-r  niiiiy  a  Mi-'ritli.  l.e»n  ^.i  -.-ati'-l  am«»n«r  them,  as  on  this  very 
t'.-.a-i'»n.  hir"th\  •^ympathi/e.l  truly  in  the  tVelinpi  of  the 
\<»iitli!'ul  and  •'hariiiinir  briih'.  while  <iershom  h:ul  nianv  of  ibc 
kind  a:;l  atli'.  lii-iiati-  w  idle- i.f  a  l.r«ther  in  her  Udnilf.  The 
la- 1  wa-*  iri  hi-  !►.  -;  atlir.-.  a-  inieel  weh*  the  females,  who  wrre 
n.aii\  ile-M-^di   ni.'l. -:1\  .  !a.|.  and  «ii'r-li..m  had  that  air  of  d^- 

ei'1,1    lep"t-i-  aiel  ■►f  'plirl    i-ni<i\  llli'lit.   W  hiell  i>   Sii  c«Muni(tn  of  J 
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SablNith  with  tiie  men  of  his  clam,  among  the  people  from  whom 
he  ^nmg.  The  feani  lately  excited  were  momentarily  fbfgotten. 
Every  thing  around  them  wore  an  air  so  placid ;  the  Taolt  abore 
them  was  so  profoundly  tranquil ;  the  light  of  day  was  to  soft 
and  yet  so  bright ;  the  Openings  seemed  so  rural  and  so  much 
like  pictures  of  civilization,  that  apprehension  had  been  entirely 
foigotten  in  present  enjoyment  Snch  was  the  moment  when 
Peter  suddenly  stood  before  le  Bourdon  and  Margery,  aa  the 
young  couple  sat  beneath  the  shade  of  the  oaks,  near  the  ^Hring» 
One  instant  the  Indian  regarded  this  picture  of  young  wedded 
life,  with  a  gleam  of  pleasure  on  his  dark  face ;  then  he  an- 
sou  need  his  presence  by  speaking. 

''Oau*t  sit  here  lookin*  at  young  squaw,**  said  this  literal 
being.  ^  Get  up,  and  put  thing  in  canoe.  Time  come  to  go 
on  path  dat  lead  to  pale-face  country.** 

*'\Vhat  has  happened,  Peter?**  demanded  the  bee-hunter, 
springing  to  his  feet  **You  come  like  a  runner  rushing  in 
with  his  bail  tidings.  lias  any  thing  happened  to  give  an 
ahumr 

**  Up,  and  off,  tell  you.  No  use  talkin*  now.  Put  all  he 
can  in  caiioe,  and  paddle  away  fast  as  can.'*  There  was  no 
mistaking  Pcter*»  mnnner.  Tlie  bee-hunter  saw  the  useless- 
nci^  of  questioning  such  a  man,  at  a  time  like  that,  and  he  called 
t<>  (icrshoin  to  join  hi  in. 

**  Here  Lh  the  chief,  to  wani  us  to  move,**  said  the  bee-hunter, 
endeavoring  to  appear  calm,  in  onler  that  he  might  not  need- 
\i*iA\  ahirm  the  females,  **an<l  what  he  wlvisea,  we  hail  better 
do.  I  know  there  is  danger,  by  what  has  fallen  fVom  Pigeona- 
wing  as  well  as  from  himself;  so  let  us  lose  no  time,  but  slow 
the  canoes,  and  do  as  he  tells  us.** 

As  (vershom  assented,  it  was  not  two  minutes  ere  all  were  al 
work.  For  sevend  days,  each  canoe  had  been  fhraished  with 
proviMoUH  for  a  hasty  flight.  It  remained  only  to  add  such  of 
the  effects  an  were  too  valuable  and  necessary  to  be  abandoned, 
and  whii'li  1ia«1  n«>t  Invn  previously  exposed  without  the  palia* 
adeK     For  half  an  hour  le  Bourdon  and  Gerahom  woited  aa 


^ 
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^^as  |H;hx'«i  in  mo.  oanoos,  wiiiiin  iiic  bri- 
then  iK'caiuc  nc<'(.»s<ary  to  <lci*i(le  c<»nci 
\\lii.'li  Ci'^tl..'  Meal  \va>  to  l»c  left.  Pet* 
ajf.'iliirt',  >liiitliiii:,-  till-  '^:i\i\  aii.l  K-aviiiic 
is  no  (Inul)l  that  ihcac  t'Xjunlicnt^  pivvc 
early  int()  llio  lian«ls  of  tlioir  enemies 
the  savaorcs  in  making  their  approache 
prer'ious  to  the  fugitives. 

Just  as  the  canoes  were  loaded,  Pige 
announced  that  the  whole  band  was  iu 
expected  to  reacli  the  grove  iu  ten  min 
around  the  slender  wtiiht  of  Mai^ery,  I 
ried  her  to  his  own  canoe.  Gcrshoin  sc 
little  bark,  while  Peter  entered  that  to  tl 
he  may  be  said  to  have  justly  succeeded 
cor{)oral  and  the  missionary.  Pigconsx 
in  order  to  act  as  a  scout,  having  first  < 
the  course  the  last  ought  to  steer, 
plunged  into  the  cover  in  which  it  was  1 
liimself,  he  made  a  sign  that  the  band  w. 

The  heart  of  le  Bourdon  sunk  within 
how  near  were  the  enemy.  To  him,  csci 
and  he  now  reirretted  havinc:  abandoned 
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ambushes,  or  even  open  resistance,  must  place  them  alto^ther 
at  the  mc'H'V  of  the  s^avafres. 

Potrr  knew  all  thii»,  as  well  a*  the  bee-hunter,  and  no  had  no 
intention  <>f  tru*»tinu  his  new  frien<ls  in  a  llijfht  down  the  river. 
Pisreonswing,  with  the  sententious  brevity  uf  an  Indian,  had 
made  an  important  communication  to  him,  while  they  were 
moving,  for  the  last  time,  toward  the  canoes,  and  he  now  de- 
ti-nnined  to  profit  by  it.  Takini;  the  lead,  therefore,  with  his 
own  canoo,  IVter  padtiled  My>,  instead  of  dotrn  the  stream, 
pdnij  in  a  diriM'tion  <ij>jM»sitc  to  that  which  it  would  naturally 
l»e  ♦'Uppo'^'d  the  fujritives  hail  taken.  In  doinrr  this  also,  he 
kept  a-i  close  undtT  the  bank  which  wouM  most  conceal  the 
canoes  from  those  whti  approached  it  on  its  siMithern  siiie. 

It  will  be  rrmcmbere<l  that  the  trees  for  the  palisailes  had 
Ih'cti  eut  frofn  a  swamp,  a  short  di<tanec  abov«»  the  l>ee-hunter8 
residence.  They  had  trr'»^^»  "»•  the  marjrin  of  the  river,  which 
li:»ii  bi'i-n  found  S4Tvi.'eab!e  in  tli»:itin:x  the  l«»trs  to  their  |H»int  of 

•  h'-tiuatioii.  The  top**  of  many  of  thex*  trees  reNJunus  and 
>aite  l»y  their  nature  ti»  pn"4<»ne  their  leave«»  t'lr  a  eon*ideral»le 
time  lav  partly  in  the  ^tn-am  and  partly  «»n  its  bank>  :  and 
Viz  '•n^win*/.  fon-soein.;  the  necessity  of  havini:  a  j>lace  of  r«*f- 
Uire.  had  made  ^o  artful  a  di'ipo^itiMn  •>f  v\enil  tif  them,  tluil, 

uhil'"  they  pres»'ned  all  th»'  appearan 'f   still  lyinu  wliere 

thi*y  had  fallen,  it  \\a-i  p'»^^iMe  tM  haul  eani»e<  up  iKMieath  them. 
l..*t\vei»n  th«*  bninehe'*  an«l  the  bank,  in  a  uay  to  f'»nn  a  place 

•  •f  pi-rfeet  e..neealm«'nt.  No  In.jian  ut»ul«l  hav»*  tni-^ted  t«»  >uch 
a  hidinir-plaee.  hi-l  it  n«it  btin  matter  t.f  notoriety  that  the 
trt-t-*  l.ad  l»ern  telle.!  f«»r  a  partieular  purposi*,  ,»r  hati  tlii'ir  acci- 
deut'i!  di^positi'Mi  al«»nir  the  bank  been  «li«M*ernil»ly  derant^"'!. 
r»ul  ''U"  h  \ias  U'-t  the  v:\*^\  the  lianil  of  l*ii:ei»nswinir  havintr 
bi'«-n  ^.»  skilfully  em|il««}ed.  tliat  \ih:it  he  liad  d^ne  couhl  not  Inr 
detiH-ti-'l.  \\*'  miirht  be  sai.l  to  ha\e  assi^t-d  nature,  instead  «»f 
.ji^turbim;  ht-r. 

Thi  'aMM'^  uiTf  aetially  pa»lillin;x  elus*-  under  the  liank,  in 
th'-  <'i*t1''  Meal  reaeli  "f  the  riv»r.  when  the  band  arrived  at 
the  trr..\f.  aii'l  iiimmeneeij  what  niiijht  be  called  the  inve^tmenl 
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of  the  p'acc.  ITad  not  all  the  attention  of  the  Mvages  been 
drawn  toward  the  hut,  it  is  probable  that  some  wandering  eye 
nii<rlit  have  eaunrht  a  glimpse  of  some  one  of  them,  as  incqnali- 
ties  in  the  bank  momentarily  exposed  each,  in  succession,  t<» 
view.  This  danger,  however,  paM^^d  away,  and  by  tnrning  a 
])i>int,  the  fugitives  were  effectually  concealed  from  all  who  did 
not  actually  approach  the  river  at  that  particular  point  Ilerr 
it  was,  however,  that  the  swamp  commenced,  and  the  ground 
boinur  wet  and  diflicult,  no  one  would  be  likely  to  do  thuk 
llie  stream  flowed  through  this  swamp,  having  a  ilenso  wood 
on  I'.ifh  si<lc,  though  one  of  no  great  extent.  The  reach,  more- 
over, was  short,  making  a  completely  sheltered  baven  of  tb« 
Kalamazoo,  within  its  limits. 

Once  in  this  wooded  reach,  Peter  tossed  an  arm,  and  mssuraed 
an  air  of  greater  security.  lie  felt  infinitely  relieved,  and  knew 
tliat  they  were  safe,  for  a  time,  unless  some  wanderer  should 
have  taken  to  the  swamp — a  most  improbable  thing  of  ifcielf. 
When  hiirh  enough,  he  led  the  way  across  the  ^tn•am•  and. 
entering  below,  he  sotm  had  all  the  canoes  in  their  place  t>f  cou- 
(■(•alinent. 

*'I>is  good  place,''  <»bson-ed  the  great  chief,  as  s«ion  as  all 
were  t'ast  :  **  be><  take  ean\  tlough.  Bess  not  make  track  lo*i 
inu«h  nil  1  ni«l :  Injin  got  sharp  eye.  and  see  ebbery  t'ing.  Now, 
I  u:«»  an«l  talk  wid  «'liief.  Come  back  by-'em-by.  You  *tay 
In-re.      <  fiHKJ-bye." 

•'Si.»|»,  IN'ter — oni'  wt»rd  befi»re  we  part.  If  you  see  Panwft 
A  in  I'll,  nr  tin*  eorporal,  it  might  be  well  to  tell  thfin  where  we 
aio  t-»  be  t"'»ini«l.      They  would  be  irlad  to  know.'' 

\\\t'V  jimkeil  irrav.'*.  i'ven  sail.  He  did  not  answer  for  fully 
a  iiiiiiutr.  Whiii  lie  ditl,  it  was  in  a  low,  suppressed  voicr, 
^u  li  a^  nne  is  apt  t«i  use  when  there  is  a  weight  felt  on  hi* 
niiri'i. 

'•  Nrlib.r  know  any  t'ing  ag'in,"  returned  the  chied  *'Bad 
d-iii  p:ile  t'aee  do  nl." 

••I>'a.l!'*  erl i\  all  \\itliin  hearing. 

**Ju^N  so:   Irijiii  kill  him.     Mean  ti>  kill  you.  too— iiat  why 


J 


TUB      OAK      OPENIXOS.  435 

I  rnn  awav.  Saw  ino«licin<?-priest  die.  What  you  t'ink,  Blo^- 
»oni  ? — What  you  t'iiik,  Bourdou  ? — Dat  man  die  asking  Great 
Spirit  to  do  ptMMl  to  Irijiii  I" 

**  I  can  iM'liovo  it.  IVtor,  tor  he  was  a  pood  man,  and  such 
arc  our  Christian  laws,  t1iou<^h  few  of  us  oIm'v  them.  I  can 
ea^iily  l»clieve  that  l*arson  Amen  wjis  an  exception,  liowever." 

*'  Ve»,  Pet«*r,  surli  are  our  Cliristian  hiws,"  put  in  Marjr<*r}', 
earnestly.  *•  When  Christ,  the  Son  of  (i«)<l,  came  i»n  earth  to 
redeem  lost  nitMi,  he  commanded  his  followers  to  do  jjood  to 
them  that  did  evil  to  us,  and  to  pniy  for  tliom  that  tried  to 
lianii  us.     Wo  have  his  v»ry  words,  written  in  our  hihlrs." 

**  Vou  j^ot  him  — "  sriid  Petrr,  with  interest.  **See  you  read 
him,  ofen.     (J(»t  dat  hook  here  f ' 

*'To  Ik'  sure  I  have — it  is  the  last  thin;;  I  shouhl  have  for- 
pi>tten.  Dolly  has  one,  and  I  have  ani»ther;  we  read  in  them 
ever}*  day,  and  we  hope  that,  before  lon;^,  hr«)ther  and  l>ounh>u 
mill  r«'ad  in  them,  too." 

**  Why.  I'm  no  «;n'at  scholar.  Marijcry/'  n'tunnMl  her  hns- 
liand,  scnitchinj;  his  full,  curlirji;  head  of  hair,  out  of  pnrv  awk- 
\vardnr>s:  '»to  plfa^*  yo//.  Imwi-vrr.  r«l  uii'lrrtakt' rvm  a  harder 
joli.  It  %%as  so  \\iili  tlu'  hccs  ^^Ih'Ii  I  In'i^an  :  1  th«>ui;lit  I 
hhouM  ncv«.r  ^iiccri-d  in  rniinix  tlir  tir»t  Imm-  to  hi>  hi\e;  hut, 
HUi-e  that  time.  I  d»  think  I've  lined  a  thou«>anil  I" 

•^It's  ea^y.  it's  ra^v.  di-ar  r>enjaniiii,  if  y«>u  will  only  make  a 
l)e:;inniiiir,"  n-turne«l  the  mneh  intere>teil  youni;  wife.  *•  W  hen 
we  tret  t«»  a  place  «'f  >af«ty.  if  it  he  ^mmTh  will  that  we  ever>hall, 
1  hojM'  to  have  you  j./m  nn*  in  n-adin^  the  u^nid  hook,  dailv. 
Sii'.  Peter,  I  keep  it  in  this  little  ha*;,  where  it  i**  Kife.  ami 
always  at  han<l." 

*' Y«»n  read  dem  wonl  for  me,  lUossom  :  I  want  to  hear  him, 
out  of  di^  1 k,  hini-ieif" 

.M;iri;i'ry  di«l  as  li«'  «l«siri'.l.  She  wa-*  very  familiar  with  the 
N«'w  T«stanieiit.  an«l.  tumini;  to  the  well-known  and  «J«M|-like 
piis-.i^r,.,  ^||,.  p  .i«l  siM-ra!  \«rstH.  in  a  steady,  earnest  \oii'f. 
P«rli;»j's  tip- d;»!i.r«'r  tin  y  urre  in.  and  the  reeent  eonimuni  .ition 
of  the  di-ath  of  their  late  conipanion!%  incn'amrd  her  eanieMne^A 


H  wliolo   ran:,    „.... 

r<.urt(M>iiNly  tliank(Ml  lier,  and  propart'd  to  < 
vi')iivl\  !■•  Icaviuir  lii--  tViciitN,  Imwcvor,  P 
cuiil  "1"  ill''  iiiaiiiicr  of"  the  iiii--ioiiaryV  <K' 
in  whi<'li  In*  had  \r\\  the  i'.»r|M»ral.  l*iLr«"'i 
of  the  fate  of  the  hist,  as  well  as  of  the  i 
the  ban<l  had  set  out  in  quest  of  luorc  whit 

**  Peter,  we  can  count  on  you  for  a  fr 
the  bee-hunter,  as  the  two  were  about  to  j 
the  river.     **  I  fear  you  were,  once,  our  en 

"  Bourdon,"  said  Peter,  with  dignity,  i 
hmguage  of  his  own  people,  **  listen.     Th« 
and  there  are  Bad  Spirits.     Our  traditio' 
own  minds  tell  u**  tliis,  too.     For  twenty 
has  been  whispering  in  my  ear.     I  lister 

•  what  he  told  me  to  do.     I  believed  whaf 

•  **  were — *Kill  your   enemies — ^scalp  all   tl 
•  •* '                               leave  a  squaw,  or  a  pappoose.     Make  i 

,   ^  This  is  what  an  Injin  should  do.'     So  h 

whispering  to  me,  for  twenty  winters.  1 
he  said,  I  did.  It  was  pleasant  to  me  t* 
pale-faces.  It  was  pleasant  to  think  tha 
be  left  among  them,  to  take.     I  was  So 

'^«-'»  rirtnil    f^n^r^f   lida     of  1 


•  ; 
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It  «oiin«lc<l  in  my  ears  as  if  tlie  Crreat  Spirit,  himself,  was  talk- 
iiip.  They  say  it  was  his  Son.  I  believe  them.  Blossom  ha» 
rea<i  to  me  out  of  the  j^ood  hook  of  your  pet>ple,  and  I  find  it  is 
M>.     I  feci  like  a  child,  and  could  sit  down,  in  my  wigwam,  and 

**Jiounh>n;  you  arc  a  pale-face,  and  I  am  an  Injin.  You 
BTv  stronjif,  and  1  am  weak.  Tliis  is  because  the  Son  of  the 
<  Treat  Spirit  h:is  talke<i  with  your  people,  and  has  not  talked 
^hh  mine.  1  now  see  why  the  pale-faces  overrun  the  earth 
an<l  take  tlie  huntinjjj-^rounds.  They  know  most,  and  have 
been  told  to  come  here,  and  to  toll  what  they  knt)w  to  the  poor 
iirnonint  Injins.  I  hope  my  people  will  li>tcn.  What  the  Son 
of  the  (treat  Spirit  siiys  must  be  true.  He  does  not  know  how 
to  do  wronj^. 

"I*>ourilon;  once  it  seemed  sweet  to  nic  to  take  the  scalpn 
4>f  my  enemies.  When  an  Injin  did  me  hann,  I  took  his  scalp. 
Tlii"*  was  my  way.  1  could  iu>i  liclp  it,  tli«»n.  The  Wicked 
Spirit  t«»l«i  mo  to  d«)  this.  The  Son  of  tin*  Maiiitou  li.is  now 
t«ild  me  lu'ttiT.  1  liave  lived  under  a  <'l«>ud.  The  breath  of 
tlie  dyiii;?  modirinc  |»rir>t  «»f  your  people  ha"*  blt»wn  away  that 
cl«'Uil.  I  M>('  rlrariT.  1  hear  Iiim  trllini;  the  Manitou  to  do 
nn*  i;o«».|,  tlmuirli  I  wanted  his  s<'alp.  Ilf  was  answered  in  my 
heart.  Tluii  my  ears  opiMn'.!  wi«ler,  and  I  hoard  what  the 
(mmmI  Sjiirit  whisprred.  Tlio  oar  in  whirh  the  Had  Spirit  had 
b.-ni  talkiiiir  f'»r  tvicnty  winter?*  >lnit,  ami  was  deaf.  1  hear 
liiiii  n«»  mMpi'.  I  »lo  not  want  U*  hoar  him  aijain.  Tlie  whi>per 
of  till'  Soil  of  thi*  .Nfaiiitou  is  very  |»loa'»ant  to  nw.  It  sounds 
liki-  the  \\r»'n  siiii^in;;  bis  .swootrM  st»n^.  1  h.»pe  ho  will  always 
wbi-^prr  sM.      My  rar  '•ball  novor  attain  be  shut  to  hi^  Wi>rds. 

'*  r>>'iird>Mi :  It  is  |iloasant  to  mo  to  look  forward.  It  i-*  not 
pji'aoaiit  t«i  mo  to  Inok  baok.  I  soe  bi>w  many  thin<^  I  have 
•  buif  ill  «MH'  way,  tbat  oiiirbt  ti>  ha\e  bo«'n  done  in  another  way. 
I  I'ffl  Horry  :  and  w  i>b  it  liatl  nt»t  boi-n  so.  Then  I  hear  the 
Smu  of  tin*  Maiillt>u  a-^kiui^  His  Father,  who  Uveth  alHive  the 
i  loiiiU,  ti*  di>  Lr'i.MJ  to  tbi*  Jews  who  t«it>k  his  life.  I  dii  uot 
think  Iiijin^  aro  .Icw>.     In  this,  my  brother  was  wrong.     It  wxs 


.•   * 


i«^  a  I'.'nl  tiling.  I  now  /o/r  the  Yankees.  I  i 
aii«l  ii<n  t"  «!<>  till  in  harm.  I  love  mo^t 
K't  hi^  <-\\ii  S(.n  die  \\^v  mII  men.  T\u'  in 
(lie«l  tor  Injins,  as  well  a>  tor  j)al('-ta--t's.  T 
or  we  should  have  talked  of  him  more  in 
love  to  talk  of  good  acts.  Jiut  we  arc  a 
The  Son  of  the  Maiiitou  will  have  pity  on 
what  wc  ought  to  do.  In  time,  we  shall 
'  like  a  child  :   I  hope  I  shall  one  day  be  a  : 

Having  made  this  **  confession  of  faith,' 

«  done  credit  to  a  Christian  church,  Peter 

■ 

kindly  by  the  hand,  and  took  his  departn 
into  the  swamp,  thougli  it  w:is  practicab 
but  he  stepped  into  the  river,  and  followc 
that  "  water  le^ives  no  trail  I"  Nor  did  ] 
route  toward  tiie  now  blazing  hut,  the  * 
%    *  rising  high  above  the  trees,  but  he  asce 

reaching  a  favorable  spot,  he  threw  aside 
« -  made  it  into  a  bundle,  and  swam  acros 

ing  his  clothes  above  the  element  with  o 
m  the  opposite  shore,  he  moved  on  to  tl 

swamp,  where  he  resumed  his  clothes. 
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with  Mtrgeiy,  bat  it  had  received  its  congnmimition  in  the  ImI 
acta,  «id  last  words,  of  the  miasionary  1 

Having  got  out  into  the  Opening!,  it  was  not  difficult  for 
Peter  to  join  hit  kte  companiona,  without  attracting  obeervnr 
taon  (rom  whence  he  came.  He  kept  as  much  under  cover  as 
was  convenient,  and  reached  the  kitchen,  just  as  the  hand 
broke  into  the  defences,  and  burst  open  the  door  of  the  bbudng, 
and  already  roofless  hut  Here  Peter  paused,  unwilling  to  seem 
inactive  in  such  a  scene,  yet  averse  to  doing  any  thing  that  a 
sensitively  tender  conscience  might  tell  him  was  wrong.  He 
knew  there  was  no  human  being  there  to  save,  and  cared  little 
for  the  few  effects  that  m^ht  be  destroyed.  He  did  not  join 
the  crowd,  therefore,  until  it  was  ascertained  that  the  bee-hnnter 
and  his  companion  had  escaped. 

*"  The  pale-&ces  have  fled,'*  said  Bear's  Meat  to  the  great 
chief,  when  the  last  did  approach  him.  **  We  have  looked  for 
their  bones  among  the  asliea,  but  there  are  none.  That  medi- 
cinc-bee-huntcr  lias  told  them  that  their  scalps  were  wanted, 
and  they  have  gone  off  V 

'*  Have  any  of  the  young  men  been  down  to  the  river,  to 
look  for  their  canoes  T'  quietly  demaiidetl  Peter.  **  If  the  ca- 
noes are  gone,  too,  they  have  taken  the  route  toward  the  Great 
Uke."  -,^ 

This  was  so  obviouH  and  probable,  tliat  a  search  was  immedi* 
ately  set  on  foot.  Tlie  report  was  soon  made,  and  great  was 
the  eageniesH  to  pursue.  The  Kalamaaoo  was  so  crooked,  that 
no  one  there  doubtod  of  overtaking  the  fugitives,  and  parties 
were  immediHtcly  organised  for  the  chase.  This  was  dona  with 
the  customary  intelligence  and  shrewdness  of  Indiana.  The 
canoes  that  belougetl  to  Crowsfeather  and  his  baud  had  been 
broujrht  up  the  rivur,  and  they  Uy  concealed  in  ruahea,  not  a 
mile  from  the  hut.  A  party  of  warrion  brought  them  to  the 
Unding,  aiiti  they  carried  one  division  of  the  party  to  the  oppo- 
site hhons  it  being  the  plan  to  follow  each  bank  of  the  rivari 
keeping  cio:«o  to  the  Ktrcaui,  even  to  its  mouth,  shoaki  it  prova 
necessary.      Two  other  parties  waro  aaat-ia  dinet  Ibii^  oaa  on 


w.i>  possiMe  tliat  tlie  cainH^  n.*,.  ...... 

iiii^I»';i.l  tln'iii,  >\liil('  the  pali'-ta«M's  Iia<l  fl 

It  li.i-  Im'.h  >t.-it.-,l  tli.'it  th.'   <  )pcniiJL'^  1 
ijc.'ir   <';i-lli'   Meal.      Tlii^  was  inic    ..t"  tlj 
was  the  riN-i'^tJii  why  \v  l>»)iir(lini  liad  >i'Kh 
place  <}{'  residence.     The  ahundaiiee   ot" 
tJiere,  a  reason  of  itself  why  he  should  1 
the  reader  should  be  misled,  however,  it 
that  an  absence  of  sward  is  charactcris 
ratlier  than  the  reverse,  it  being,  to  a  cer 
complaint,  now  that  the  country  is  settle 
Oak  OixMiings  are  apt  to  be  so  light  t 
readily  form  as  firm  a  turf  as  is  desirabl 
tures.      We  apprehend  this  is  true,  how 
as  exceptions ;  there  being  variety  in  tl 
ings,  as  well  as  in  other  quarters. 

Nevertheless,  the  savages  were  aware 
the  burned  hut,  for  a  considerable  extc 
ticular,  from  most  of  that  which  lay  fart 
On  the  la«tt  a  trail  would  be  much  mon 
the  first,  and  a  party,  under  the  dirce* 
jKTienoe<l  leader,  was  dispatched  sevei 
*'*  l<»oW  for  the  usual  signs  of  the  passa| 
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cnllnl  the  hca4l  cliicK  who  reiiiaiiiOf],  into  a  cirrlo,  ami  a»ked 
for  opinioiiH  concerning  the  coursM*  that  oiif^ht  next  to  )>c  taken. 

**  What  <loeR  my  l)n>ther,  the  tri!)<'le»s  chief,  wiy  ?'*  he  anked, 
looking;  at  Peter,  in  a  way  to  denote  the  exjK'ctation  which  all 
felt,  that  he  oupht  to  Ik.'  able  to  pive  useful  counsel  in  8uch  a 
strait.  **  We  Inive  jjot  hut  two  walps  from  nix  heads;  and  one 
of  thfm  18  buri(Nl  witli  the  medicine-priest.'* 

**S<*al[>s  cannot  he  taken  from  them  that  pet  off,'*  returned 
Peter,  ev.-fiively.  **  We  must  first  <'atrh  these  pale- faces.  When 
ihey  an*  found  it  will  he  easy  to  S4'alp  them.  If  the  canoes  arc 
p»nc%  1  think  the  medicine-l)ee-hunter  and  his  84|uaws  have  j»onc 
in  them.      We  may  find  the  whole  down  the  river." 

To  this  opinion  most  of  the  chiefs  assented,  though  the 
oours*'  of  examinint;  for  a  tniil  farther  e:ist  was  still  approve*]. 
The  liand  was  so  strong,  while  th*'  jwle-face^  were  s<^  few,  that 
a  ilistrihution  of  their  own  fonM»  was  of  no  coiis(M|uence,  ami  it 
wa-  rlrarly  the  nn»st  pnnlcnt  to  scml  out  yniin«;  men  in  all  di- 
rei*tioii««.  Kvery  one.  howt-viT,  exp«'rtetl  that  the  fugitives 
wouM  lie  overtaken  on,  or  near,  tli»'  river,  and  Bear'*  Mmt 
Miirjre^trd  the  pn»priety  of  tlu'ir  nn»vin;r  d»»wn  stn*ani,  them- 
nelve-*.  very  shortly. 

*•  Whrn  ilid  my  hrother  Ia<t  s«»e  the  j>alr-fa«M's  f*  asked  Cn^ws- 
fi-HtlnT.  *'Tlii<»  iMM'-huiiter  knows  the  river  well,  and  may  have 
started  yciti-nlay  ;  or  i-ven  after  he  eamr  from  the  ^m^at  i'oun- 
ril  I'f  the   Prairie/' 

This  w:is  a  m*w  idea,  hut  one  that  seenu'il  pndiahle  emniuh. 
All  <'yes  turni'd  toward  IVtrr,  who  <iaw,  at  itm-e,  that  Mich  a 
n<^'tion  must  irn-atly  favor  the  security  of  th«»  fui;iti%es.  ami  felt 
a  **trontj  desire  to  en.-ouniirt'  it.  lie  found  cvilmou  ditticuh, 
howevtT.  and  wrll  kn<'w  the  danger  of  ei>mmittint;  hiniM'lf.  In- 
h\v:u\  of  uivinLT  a  Mniiirht-tor>*ar«l  an>N\er,  tln'rt'f«»n*,  he  Imil  n*- 
«*our»«*  to  rin'uml<N'utioii  ainl  *«uhtrrl'»ije. 

**  My  hrotlirr  i«»  riirht,"  In' an-\\en*d.  "The  pale-tan'*  Aw iv 
had  time  to  [n-x  far  ilown  tin*  stream.  As  my  hn»therH  kn^iw,  1 
fih'pt  amonjx  tlirm  at  tin'  iCouml  Pr:iiri«'.  To-«hiy,  they  knuw  I 
wjw  with  them  at  tin*  rouneil  of  thi' i^priuur  of  pi»*l»njr  ^•**'»^'' 


]»io(liiciiiir  what  rcMijjfioiiiM.-  ^ 

\v;>li.    Ii.»\v(»v(T.   to  ]>o   uiKk'r.stnod  that   IV 
r\j>i-ri.iir.".l   thi<   \.i^t    ••haiiirf.      It    is    not 

^.  lIl'MIlcllt,    tlioll-jfh     Wrll-.-iUlhclltiriitfil     IllM.liT 

in  which  \\c.  have  every  reason  tt)  l»elie\e 
niatle  to  .sec^  and  feel  the  truth  ahiiost  as  mi 
Paul  himselt*.  As  for  this  extraordinary  sa 
'  into  the  strait  and  narrow  way,  though  he  ' 
ou  its  difficult  path. 

When  men  tell  us  of  the  great  progress  i 

ing  toward  perfection,  and  point  to  the  a 

*,  wisdom,  its  power  to  control  its  own  afiki 

•  ward  good  when  most  left  to  its  own  self-c 
,   -   ^                             filled  with  scepticism.     The  evcry-day  exp 

fjL»*t  verging  toward  threescore,  contradict 

facts.      We   believe  not  in  the  possibilif 

^  ^  -  evt^n  a  strictly  rational  being,  unaided  by  ( 

%  and  all  that  we  have  seen  and  rcail,  goes 

is  most  of  a  philosopher,  the  most  acci 

•  state,  the  most  truly  learned,  who  most 
sity  of  falling  back  on  the  precepts  of  rev 
IT  principles  and  practice.  We  conceive 
furnishes  unanswerable  proof  of  the  unccf 
dencc,  and  when  we  once  admit  this 
^wn  r)owers  are  insufficient  for  our  own 


m 
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of  this  conntrj,  of  which  we  boast  so  much,  could  hare  stood 
10  long  as  they  have,  witlioat  the  conservative  principles  that 
are  to  be  found  in  the  Unimi ;  and  who  is  there  so  vain  as  to 
ascribe  the  overshadowing  influence  of  this  last  great  power  to 
any  wisdom  in  man  f  We  all  know  that  perfectly  fortuitous 
circumstances,  or  what  appear  to  us  to  be  such,  produced  tho 
Fedend  Government,  and  that  its  strongest  and  least  exoqytkMi- 
able  features  arc  precisely  those  which  could  not  be  withstood, 
much  less  invented,  as  parts  of  the  theory  of  a  polity. 

A  great  and  spasmodic  political  movement  iS|  at  thb  moment^ 
convulsing  Christendom.  Tliat  good  will  come  of  it,  we  think 
b  beyond  a  question ;  but  wc  greatly  doubt  whether  it  wiQ 
come  in  the  particular  form,  or  by  the  specified  ageneiea  that 
human  calculations  would  lead  us  to  expect  It  must  be  ad- 
mitted that  the  previous  preparation,  which  has  induced  the 
present  efforts,  are  rather  in  opposition  to,  than  the  eonae- 
quences  of,  calculated  agencies;  oveituming  in  their  progress 
the  very  safeguards  which  the  sagacity  of  men  had  interposed 
to  the  advance  of  those  very  opinions  that  have  been  nlently, 
and  by  means  that  would  perhaps  baffle  enquiry,  preparii^  the 
way  for  the  results  that  have  been  so  suddenly  and  nnexpeei- 
edly  obtained.  If  the  course  is  onward,  it  is  more  as  the  will 
of  God,  than  from  any  calculations  of  man ;  and  it  is  when  tha 
last  arc  the  most  active,  that  there  is  the  greatest  raaaon  to  ap> 
prehend  the  consequences. 

Of  such  a  dispensation  of  the  Providence  of  Almighty  God, 
do  wc  believe  Peter  to  have  been  the  subject.  Among  tlia 
thousand  ways  that  are  employed  to  touch  the  heart,  he  )md\ 
been  must  affect e^l  by  the  sight  of  a  dying  man*a  asking  hcna. 
dictions  pu  his  enemies !  It  was  assailing  hia  besetting  sin ;  n^ 
tacking  the  very  citadel  of  his  savage  charaoter,  and  tlnowing 
open,  at  once,  an  approach  into  the  deepest  weeaws  of  Ua 
habits  and  dit^poMtions.  It  was  like  placing  a  maetaf  hy  in 
the  handn  of  him  who  would  go  throngii  the  whole  tenawsnti 
for  the  purpose  of  purifying  it 
19 
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ClIAlTElt  XXVIl. 

^Tlinii  to  will  till  fvcr>'  fikunaod  latTrflioji 
For  wllUiiir  *iT%l<v;  whether  to  iiiir|iriM> 
Thv  M|iuttril  hut*,  whtlv  Id  hftlT  »le«|»lnK  flUt, 

<  >r  iipwunl  ra4:^-i|  iin-<'iiiiC44  flit 

Til  K)vi*  ]M)or  lamhkinft  fWjoi  thv  mtrlr'siuaw; 

<  >r  liy  iiiy«t(Tlt>as  vnticemcDt  draw 
IkwiliU red  ^i>i»hvnbi  tu  thvir  puth  again ;— "* 

KSAI*. 

It  can  oasily  l>e  iinderstcKMl  that  the  party  with  the  canon 
uiTr  K't't  hy  iVter  in  ii  state  of  jjreat  anxiety.  The  distance  l>e 
wwvu  x\ii'  >ito  c»f  the  hut  an<l  their  phice  of  concealment  was 
Imt  littlr  more  than  a  (|narter  of  a  mile,  and  tho  yell  of  the  lav- 
;i\rr<  hail  t»ftrn  rraclnMl  their  ears,  notwith^«tanding  the  cover  of 
the  \viM»iU.  Tills  jirnximity,  of  itself,  was  fearful ;  but  the  nucer- 
tainty  that  le  Hminlon  felt  <»n  the  subject  of  Peter's  real  inten- 
tion >,  a'Mnl  irreatly  to  his  eausc<  <  if  concern.  Of  course,  he  knew 
I'lit  littl»*  nt'the  suiMen  ehanj^o  that  luul  come  over  this  my»tenoii» 
i'Iii(t"s  t'e«  liiiir**;  nor  is  it  very  likely  that  he  would  hare  l«efB 
a!>le  ti>  a{i{>reeiate  it,  even  had  the  fact  been  more  fully  state«L 
<  hir  lirrn  had  very  little  aeijnaintanee  with  the  dtipnas  of  Chrii- 
tiaiiity,  and  wnnld  have,  Mio>t  probably,  deemed  it  imposHible 
that  so  irn-at  a  revolution  itf  purpose  eonld  liavc  l»een  so  miJ- 
•  liiily  \ironi;lit  in  the  mind  of  man,  had  the  true  state  of  the  ewe 

l"'en imnnieated  to  him.     He  wouhl  have  been  ready  eniH^ 

to  allow  tliat,  ^^ith  (i(m1,  imthinir  is  impossible;  but  miiirht  have 
been  ilixpi»M'd  to  deny  the  inthienee  of  llis  IIolj  Spirit,  as  ex- 
it ibited  in  this  partii-nlar  form,  for  a  reason  no  lietter  than  tht 
«-ir«>um>tanee  that  he  him>elt' had  never  been  the  subject  4vf  Mck 
a  power.      All  that  IVler  ha  i  ^^ail,  theretore.  scr^'cJ   rather  to 
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mvi^tify  him,  than  to  rxplain,  in  its  true  colony  what  had 
a<*tually  occurro*!.  Witli  Mai^ery  it  was  <litt*erent.  Her  Hchool- 
iii^  ha«l  been  far  better  than  tliat  of  any  otiier  of  the  party,  and, 
while  nhe  admired  the  manly  appeanince,  and  loved  the  free, 
geii(*rt>UH  chank^ter  of  her  hiis!>and,  she  had  more  than  once 
felt  pained  at  the  passing  thou^lits  of  his  ^rreat  indifference  to 
Micred  thin<;H.  Tliis  fci?iinjL|f  in  le  Hourd-)n,  however,  wan  paf^ 
liive  nitlier  than  active,  and  ^ave  her  a  kind  interest  in  his 
future  welfare,  rather  than  any  present  pain  through  acts  and 
wonJs. 

]»ut,  as  respeets  their  confidence  in  Peter,  this  young  couple 
were  inueli  farther  apart  than  in  their  religious  n«>tions.  Tlio 
hee-hunter  had  never  been  without  clistrust,  though  his  appre- 
hensions had  been  occasionally  so  far  ijuieted  as  to  leave  him 
nearly  free  of  them  altogetlier  ;  while  his  wife  had  felt  the  utmost 
confidence  in  the  chief,  from  the  very  C(»mmencemeut  of  their 
ac(|uaintan<'e.  It  would  be  useless,  perhaps,  to  attempt  to  spec- 
ulate on  the  eaiiso> ;  but  it  i**  certain  that  there  aro  secret 
soun-es  of  sympathy  that  draw  partieular  indivitiuiiln  t«>ward 
ea<*h  other,  and  antipathies  that  keep  them  widely  sepanited. 
Men  shall  meet  for  thi»  tirst  lime,  and  feel  themselves  attnu'ted 
towanl  each  other,  like  two  dn>ps  oi'  water,  or  rejK»lled,  like  the 
corks  of  an  eleetrie  maehine. 

The  fiirmer  had  been  the  case  with  Peter  and  Marger}'. 
They  liked  each  (ither  from  the  tir*t,  and  kind  offices  had  S4M>n 
ci»me  to  inereitM*  this  feeling.  The  girl  had  now  seen  so  much 
of  the  hhliaiio,  hh  to  regard  them  much  as  she  did  others,  or 
with  the  tli»'eriniiiiatinii>,,  uuil  tast<'s,  or  dist;iste4.  with  which  we 
all  regard  our  fell»»w-ereature'i;  feeling  n«»  purtitniUr  cause  of 
e^tnmgement.  It  is  true,  that  Margery  wouM  not  have  l>ei'n 
very  likely  to  tall  in  love  with  a  yi>nng  Indian,  had  tme  come 
in  her  way  of  a  suiijible  age  aiiti  charaeter;  for  her  American 
notion^  on  the  subjeet  of  eolur  might  have  interpt>set]  difficul- 
ties;  but,  apart  t'r«»m  the  tender  sentiments,  she  could  see  gi>o<i 
and  bad  (pialitir^  in  <>ne  of  the  aboriirines,  as  well  w*  in  a  white 
man.     A^  a  ron«e«pience  i>f  this  sym|»athy  between  Pet«r  and 


r 


iicvtT  n'j)<)soil  confidence  m   j.  i^^^^.. 
tlic  tVii'iitl  nf  le  r><>unloii,  and  who  renia 
nllici-   ic.i-'Mi    tli.m   a   Lr*"i»''i"al   wi^li    to   1) 
hrusifUi   ill  lii^  iiiaiiiH'i',  \Nlii<'li  wa^  ii.uch 
•^  i>he<l    than   that   of  IVter,  had   early    n- 

*.  with  him,  and  once  estrantred,  she  had  n 

on  terms  of  intimacy,  siifticient  to  ascc 
qualiticft. 

•  ■  The  great  change  of  feeling  in  Peter  v 

,  derstood  hy  Marger}*,  any  more  tliau  it 

•  •  tliongh,  had  her  attention  been  drawn 

.  ■  wouM  have  best  known  how  to  apprccis 

edge  was  not  wanting  to  put  her  perft 
i|  appreliensions  of  his  doing  her  harm 

•  '    -  »  sense  of  security  she  now  manifested  i' 

Bourdon,  that  took  place  w>on  after  Pc 

•  •  **  I  wish  we  weren't  in  the  hands  of 

•  •*  *  said  her  husband,  a  little  more  off  his  / 

**  Of  Peter!     You  8uri)ri8e  me,  Benj 
not  be  in  better  liands,  smce  we  have 
the  savages.     If  it  was  Pigeonswing 
?   •        «  understand  it" 

"  I  will  answer  for  Pigeonswing  wit 


♦ 
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'*  I  can  H  HIT  tluit  he  did ;  bat  he  has  nererpumded  any  thing 
of  the  tort  before  my  eje«,  like  Pigeonswing.  I  do  not  half 
Hke  that  Chippewa,  dear  Bourdon.*' 

^  No  fear  of  him,  Maigery;  nor,  when  I  come  to  think  it 
aH  over,  do  I  see  why  Peter  shoold  hare  brooght  na  here,  if  he 
neans  any  thing  wrong.  The  man  is  so  mysteriout,  that  I  can* 
not  line  him  down  to  his  hole.*' 

**  My  word  for  it.  Bourdon,  that  when  yon  (fo,  it  will  take  yoo 
to  a  friendly  hive.  I  have  put  almost  as  much  fiuth  in  Peter  as 
In  yon  or  Gershom.  Tou  heard  what  he  said  about  Panon 
Amen  and  the  corporal** 

**  And  how  coolly  he  took  it  all,**  answered  her  husband,  shak- 
ing his  head.  ''  It  has  been  a  sudden  departure  for  them,  and 
one  would  think  even  an  Injin  might  have  felt  it  more.** 

liaigery*s  cheek  grew  pale,  and  her  limbs  trembled  a  littfe. 
It  was  a  minute  ere  she  could  pursue  the  discoune. 

"  This  is  terrible,  but  I  will  not,  cannot  believe  it,*'  she  said. 
'*  I  *m  sure.  Bourdon,  we  ought  to  be  very  thankful  to  Peter  for 
having  brought  us  here.  Remember  how  earnestly  he  listened 
to  the  wonls  of  the  Saviour.*' 

'*  If  he  has  brought  us  here  with  a  good  intention,  I  thank 
him  for  it.  But  I  scarce  know  what  to  think.  Pigeonswing 
has  given  me  many  a  hint,  which  I  have  understood  to  mean 
that  we  ought  not  to  truAt  this  unknown  Injin  too  mach.** 

**So  XkHA  he  given  mo  some  of  his  hints,  though  I  woold 
sooner  tnint  Peter  tlian  trint  him,  any  time.^ 

'*  Our  lives  are  in  the  care  of  Pn>vidence,  I  see.  If  we  en 
really  rely  on  these  two  Injims  all  may  l»e  well ;  for  Peter  haa 
brcKiglit  us  to  an  admirable  cover,  and  he  says  that  the  Chip- 
pewa preparetl  it." 

Tlie  young  hunband  and  his  wife  now  landed,  and  began  to 
eiamine  more  particularly  into  the  state  of  the  swamp,  near 
their  pL'Rre  of  conceahnent  Just  at  that  spot,  the  bank  of  the 
river  wha  liigher  than  in  most  of  the  low  land,  and  was  dry,  with 
a  soil  that  appn»ache4l  tiaml.  This  was  the  plaeo  where  the  few 
young  pines  had  grown.     The  dry  groond  might  hsfe  eovattNl 


to  niaki*  liis  way  tlinuiufli  it.  He  as 
<'\<'r,  >iiici'  it  iniLrlit  l»«-*  important  to  tl 
kiiMW  it. 

In  a  \\<»r«l,  Ic  r»ounlnn  ina<l('  a  cnnip 
j)ositioii.      lie  clcartMl  a  spot  tor  tlio  1 
of  hut,  that  would   servo  as  a  protect 
which  they  all  niij^ht  sleep  at  night, 
that  this  pla<*e  must  be  oecupied  for 
aetiup:  ill  trood  faith,  since  an  early  n 
lead  to  detection.     Time  must  be  give 
cede  them,  or  the  great  numbere  of  t 
leave  a  hope  of  escape.     A  greater  se 
this  examination,   and  these  amuigei 
almost  entirely  to  be  appehcnded  on 
canoe  passing  np-stream  might,  indce 
concealment,  but  it  was  scarcely  to  1 
would  wade  through  the  mud  and  wj 
proach  them  in  any  other  direction. 

Under  these  circumstances,  le  Bou 
security  in  their  position.     Could  he 
^  ^    .  '  Ids  mind  would  be  com{>arativeIy  at 

•  his  attention  altogether  to  making  the 

^1.^    o..M.»„i  Miiitffwl    liid   Ridi*.  re 


• 
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we  hc»it4ito  about  employing  our  energies ;  but  once  let  hope 
revive  within  us,  in  the  shape  of  favorable  results,  and  wc  be- 
come new  men,  bnicing  every  nen-e  to  the  task,  and  working 
with  redoubled  spirit ;  even  should  it  be  at  the  pump  of  the 
linking  ship,  which,  wc  l>elicvc,  ranks  the  highest  among  the 
toiU  that  arc  inflicted  on  the  unfortunate. 

For  three  days  and  nights  <lid  Ic  Bourdon  and  his  friends 
remain  on  that  dry  land  of  the  swamp,  without  hearing  or  see- 
ing any  thing  of  either  Peter  or  Pigeonswing.  The  time  was 
growing  long,  and  the  i»arty  anxious ;  though  the  sense  of 
weeurity  wa^  murh  increasi^d  by  this  apparent  exemption  from 
d:ingi*r.  Still,  uncertainty,  ivtid  the  wish  to  ascertain  the  pre- 
cise state  of  things  in  the  Openings,  were  gradually  getting  to 
be  pjiinful,  and  it  was  with  great  satisfaction  that  the  Inje-hunter 
met  his  young  wife  jis  she  came  running  toward  him,  on  tlio 
iii<iniing  of  the  fourth  day,  t4»  announce  that  an  Indian  was  ap- 
proji^-liing,  by  wading  in  the  margin  of  the  river,  keeping 
always  in  the  water  so  jis  to  leave  no  tniil.  Ilurrj'ing  to  a 
point  whrn^'c  their  visitor  might  be  wen,  Ic  Hourdon  soon 
p«T»'«'ivcd  it  was  no  4»th4T  than  Pigc»>nswing.  In  a  few  minutes 
ibis  In«lian  arrivtMl,  and  was  gla«ily  nveivi'd  by  all  four  of  the 
fugitives,  wlu)  t;atbcrc*l  around  him,  eager  to  lie.ir  the  news. 

**  You  arc  w«'Iconic,  C'hippcwji,'' cried  le  Bounlon,  shaking 
bi^  frirnd  lunlially  by  the  hand.  **  Wc  wen^  half  afraid  we 
mijlit  never  src  you  again.  i  >o  ytm  bring  us  gi>od,  or  evil 
tidings  r 

"  .Mu'-l  n't  be  s<|uaw,  an«l  iisk  too  much  question,  Bourdon," 
retuHH'd  the  redskin,  carctully  examining  the  priming  of  his 
rillf.  ill  «»rdiT  to  make  sure  it  uas  not  wet.  '*<iot  plenty  veni- 
al'Fi.  th  '" 

"Nut  nmrh  venison  is  h'ft,  but  we  have  caught  a  gooil  many 
ti^h.  whi'h  ha\('  helped  us  along.  I  have  killed  a  dozen  Iarg«* 
•M|uirnl-.  ton,  with  your  bow  luid  arrows,  which  1  find  you  left 
in  your  •■:in«M'.      \\u\ — '* 

*•  Vi>.  In*  ix.mmI  bow,  tlat — might  kill  hummin'-birJ  wid  dat 
bow.       Kl-»h  good  lnTe,  «'h  f" 


t   ink,    I>«nii.. 

''(Ji)t    (I'huf^   my   iroo.l  fVlloW  ?       I  SCO    II 

\<>ui-  ;iriii-  aii'l  ;iniiimniti<»ii." 

«.  l)t'r  no   \«»iiiii^  \\arii'»r  take   iii««rr   ^<alj.  li 

carrv  dis  time  I       (it»t  t'n-i* ;   all  hi«l,  win 
know.     Take  Vmii  away,  when  lie  ^et  rea 
'*  Well,  well,  Ciiipj>ewa — I  suppose  it  ^ 
.  .  son  you  out  of  this  feclin' — but  what  l)ii 

skins  who  burne*!  my  cabin,  and  who  kil! 
the  corporal  f 

**  All  about — dough  must  go  down  rii 
•  *  *  •  don,  some  of  dem  chief  fool  enough  to  1 

on  his  win^ !" 

Hero  the  Chippewa  looked  his  cont 
■     '  ■       .  •  and  ignorance  of  the  others,  though  he 

-  ,  the  boisterous  manner  in  which  a  white 

-     '  have  indulfjed.      To  him  le  Bourdon  w; 

%  conjuror,  and  he  un<lerst()od  the  taking 

* ,  •  *  liave  any  doubts  as   to  the  character 

*         ♦  friend  had  let  him  amuse  himself  by  the 

his  spy -glass,  so  that  the  mind  of  this 
larly  well  fortified  against  the  inroads  o' 
*i  ,,f  most,  of  the   memb( 


1 
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**Most  on  'em  po — yea,  dat  true.  But  sonic  don't  go. 
IMcnty  of  Injins  still  a!»oiit  dis  part  of  Opening." 

**  What  are  we  then  to  do  ?  We  shall  soon  l>e  in  want  of 
food,  llie  tish  do  not  hito  as  they  did,  and  I  liave  killed  all 
the  wjiiiirels  I  can  find.     You  know  I  dare  not  use  a  rifle." 

**Dont  be  squaw,  Bourdon.  When  Injin  get  marry  he 
grows  good  deal  like  squaw  at  fuss  ;  but  dat  soon  go  away.  I 
spose  it's  just  so  wid  pale-fiice.  Mustu^t  be  squaw,  Bounion. 
Dat  bad  for  warrior.  What  you  do  for  eat?  Why,  see  dere," 
|H/niting  to  an  objeet  that  was  floating  slowly  down  the  river, 
the  current  of  which  W2is  very  sluggish  just  iu  that  reach. 
'*  I>ere  as  fat  buck  as  ever  did  si»e,  eh .'" 

Sure  enough  the  Indian  ha<l  killed  a  deer,  of  which  the  0|»cn-    •    .  ^*"^ 
ings  were  full,  and  having  bn>ught  it  to  the  river,  he  had  con-  ^ 

Htru4-ted  a  raft  of  logs,  and  placing  the  can*:u«e  on  it,  he  had  si't 
his  g:une  adrift,  taking  care  to  so  far  precede  it  as  to  be  in 
ri'iidincss  to  tow  it  into  j»ort.  When  this  last  ojH»nition  wa^ 
pcrf«»nned,  it  w;ts  found  that  the  <'hip{H'wa  did  not  heedlessly 
vaunt  the  quality  of  his  prize.  What  was  more.  S4»  accurately 
hail  he  calculated  the  time,  and  the  means  of  subsistence  in  tlit* 
{xj-isessi^in  «>f  the  fugitives,  that  his  supply  came  in  just  as  it 
was  mo.st  needed.  In  all  this  he  manifested  no  mon^  than  the 
can*  of  an  expcricn«'i'd  and  faithful  hunter.  Next  t«)  the  war- 
path, the  hunting-ground  is  the  great  field  for  an  Indian's 
glory ;  ileeds  and  fa<*ts  so  far  eclipsing  pun»ly  intelle.-tnal 
qualifieations  uith  «*avages,  :is  to  thr*>w  (»mtory,  though  mneli 
e>tefmrd  by  them,  and  wisdnm  at  the  C'>uineil  Firi'N  quite  int  » 
the  >ha«le.  In  all  this  we  find  the  s;mie  propensity  amt»ni; 
oiirsidvrs  The  «**ininn>n  miiiil,  ever  subject  to  thesi»  impulse's 
liMiks  rather  to  Mirh  exploits  a**  ji»ldress  theni<«i*lve!«  ti»  the  M'uses 
an<l  the  imaginatiiin,  than  ti»  tho>e  (pialities  which  the  reaiMMi 
ah'Ue  ean  be^t  appreciate:  an«l  in  this,  ignorance  assi^rts  its 
negative  p.iwer  over  ail  ennditions  of  life. 

ri'^e«.n^\*iiii;  now  e..nde«*eeiided  ti»  enter  on  sueh  explanation^ 
a«*  the  Male  **(  the  ea-^i'  rendered  neees>:ir\.     Hi**  ace.»unt  «a- 
suliieitiitly  elear,  and  it  manifested  thnughont  the  Nig:iei(y  an  1 
lli* 


suiXL;«.->t. 

tlic  K;il;miaz«K),  «livi<rniu:  thoinselves  r>y  a 
ciMv^iiii^r  tin-  >tn'ani  at  tin'  tirst  tavnrahlc  > 
Ii:<li:ni>  {>r«'<',M'.lr<l.  -^wtM-piiiLT  the  ri\«'r  \h-\\ 
iiii;  every  ]>Iaee  that  <eeilie«l  ea|>al»le  ot 
liiMiTM'i-s  were  kept  in  ctmstaiit  motion  he 
ties,  in  onler  to  let  the  state  c>f  the  seareli 
feigning  to  be  one  of  these  very  men,  1 
coniniunieation  with  several  whom  he  ji 
wli«>ni  he  imparted  such  invented  infon 
essential! V  to  send  the  vounir  men  forwan 
this  way,  the  main  body  of  the  savage? 
•'        n^  Rome  sixty  miles,  following  its  windings, 

•  half.     Here  Pigeonswing  left  them,  tui 

^   .       ■•  ."livam,  in  order  to  rejoin  his  friends. 

•  kn(»wledge ;  neither  knowing,  nor  other 

become  of  the  great  chief.     On  his  w 
-     "  winjj  met  several  more  Indians ;  runnci 

%  seemed  to  b(* ;  or  scouts  kept  on  the  lo 

■ .  •  •  He  had  no  difficulty  in  deceiving  thes 

-       ♦  had  been  of  Crowsfeather's  party,  anc 

9  ^   ^       ,  them  all.     Ignorant  of  his  real  characl 

formation  without  distrust,  and  the  ord 
-^'*-"'i  bv  them  without  the 
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in  tlic  rear  of  tlio  party,  an«l  othora  in  its  front,  an<l  at  no  f^reat 
di^tjince  fntni  them,  lie  did  not  meet ;  of  course  he  oould  not 
jji't  his  false  directions  to  their  ears.     Tliero  were,  in  fact,  »o  * 

many  of  the  Indians  and  so  few  of  the  whites,  that  it  was  an 
easy  matter  to  cover  the  path  with  younj:^  warriors,  any  one 
party  of  whom  would  he  strong  enough  to  capture  two  men 
an<l  as  many  women. 

Having  told  the  tale  of  his  own  doings,  Pigeonswing  next 
carae  to  his  pro]>osition  fi)r  the  mo<le  of  future  proceeding, 
lie  proposed  that  the  family  should  get  into  the  canoes  that 
very  night,  and  commence  its  flight  by  going  down  the  stream 
directly  toward  its  foes  1  This  sounded  strangely,  but  there 
did  not  K4.H>m  to  be  any  alternative.  A  march  across  the  penin- 
sula would  be  too  nmch  for  the  females,  and  there  was  the  cor- 
tiinty  that  their  trail  would  be  found.  It  may  soem  strange  t4) 
thos<^  who  are  unacquaintcil  with  the  American  Indian,  and  his 
habits,  to  imagine  that,  in  so  h&rge  an  expanse,  the  signs  of  the 
passage  of  so  small  a  ])arty  might  not  escape  detection;  but 
sui*h  was  the  ca^^c.  To  one  unaccustomed  to  the  vigilance  and 
intelligence  of  those  siivjiges,  it  must  appear  just  .is  proltaldo 
that  the  vesstrl  <n)u1i1  l»e  followed  through  the  wastes  of  the 
4M*can,  by  means  of  its  wake,  as  that  the  foot-prints  shoubl  be 
so  indelible  as  to  furnish  signs  that  can  l>e  traced  for  days. 
Surh.  howcvtT,  is  the  fact,  and  no  one  understood  it  l»etter 
th.'ui  the  <'luppcwiL  He  w:is  also  aware  that  the  country  to- 
wani  <>lii»».  whither  the.  fugitives  would  naturally  direct  their 
course,  now  that  the  Kugli^h  wore  in  poss<»ssion  of  Detroit, 
mu^^t  Si»on  be  a  sort  of  battle-ground,  ti>  which  most  of  the  war- 
ri«»rH  of  that  re:ri'»n  wouM  eagerly  n»pair.  Unler  all  the  cir- 
cumstant'cs  therefore,  he  a  hi  sod  the  fliglit  by  means  of  the 
river.  Le  Uounlon  rcsis^med  i»n  all  he  heanl,  and,  still  enter- 
taining some  of  hi^  l;it<'nt  distrust  of  IVter,  and  willing  to  gi't 
lM*ytin«l  hi-*  rea«*Ii,  he  s«M»n  ac(|uies<*eil  in  the  proposition,  and 
came  fully  iiiti»  the  plan. 

It  w.is  ii.iw  lUM'o^siry  to  reloail  the  canoes.  Thin  was  *loiie 
ill  the  e.iurM*  «if  the  day,  an^l  every  amingement  was  made,  so 


\'-*fi 
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cloM'  a^  was  convi'iru'iit  to  oin*  hank.  l>v 
tioii.  111'  ctlci'tually  ciJix'calc*!  tlu-  raiKu-s  f'l 
that  >\i\r  ni"  tin-  V\\v]\  iiiih-v<  tlicy  ^tn...!  <! 
aii<l  lia«l  the  ai<l  nt*  tlir  .slia<lov\>  ti.  liolp  <•• 
who  inij^ht  liapjHMi  to  ho  on  the  other.  1 
party  procM^Mhul,  pjissinjij  the  site  of  the  1 
the  Openings  aroun<l  it,  undeteeted.  As 
flowed  through  the  lowest  laml,  it-'i  hanli 
of  the  way,  which  aiforded  great  prot<>c' 
and  this  so  niuc]i  the  more  beeau;^^  thcs 
Bwainps  where  the  scoutii  would  not  be  \i 

About  midnight  the  canoes  reached  t1 
was  lost  in  unloading  and  in  reloading  tl 
ing  the  diificulties  at  that  point-.  As  soo 
party  re-embarked,  and  resorted  once  n 
paddle,  in  order  to  gain  a  particular  shcl 
previously  to  the  return  of  light  This 
ly,  and  the  party  landed. 

It    now   appeared  that  Pigeonswinj 
swamp,  as  a  place  of  concealment  for  th 
*  ^   •        •  the  day.     These  swamps,  through  wli 

'     *  way  in  short  reaches,  were  admirabi} 
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foll«)winp  where  he  led.  By  reporting  to  such  iiieanfi,  the  nhcl- 
tor  now  obt:une<1  was  more  complete,  perhaps  than  that  pie- 
vioii'ily  left. 

ri<;e(»nswing  forced  his  li^rht  boat  op  the  nhallow  inlet^  nntil 
he  rearhrtl  a  hit  of  dry  land,  where  he  hn>ught  up,  announcing 
that  as  the  ahiding-place  during  the  day.  Glad  enough  was 
cvoiy  one  to  get  on  shore,  in  a  sj)ot  that  promised  Hccority, 
after  eight  hours  of  unremitting  paddling  and  of  painful  excite- 
ment. Notwithstanding  the  rifts  and  carrying-places  they  had 
met,  an<l  U'cn  obliged  to  overcome,  le  Bourdon  ealculateil  that 
they  hatl  made  as  many  as  tliirty  miles  in  the  counc  of  that 
one  night.  This  was  a  great  movement,  and  to  all  appeanmceB 
it  hud  been  maile  without  <letection.  As  for  the  Chippewa,  he 
w:is  quite  content,  and  no  sooner  wan  hLs  canoe  secured,  than 
he  lighted  his  pi]>e  and  sat  down  to  his  enjoyment  with  an  air 
of  composure  and  satisfa4*tion. 

^S\nd  here,  you  think,  Pigeonswing,  that  wc  shall  be  safe 
during  the  day  f*  demanded  le  i^mrdon,  approaching  the  fallen 
tree  on  which  the  Indian  had  taken  his  seat. 

**Sartain— no  Tottawatttunie  come  here.  Too  wet.  iXm't 
like  wet.  \\\\  duok,  or  goo>e — like  Axy  land,  juss  like  squaw. 
Dis  gootl  *baciry,  I>ourtlon — ho|>e  you  got  more  for  friend." 

**  I  have  enough  for  us  all,  Pigeonsii ing,  and  you  shall  have 
a  full  share.  Now,  toll  me;  what  will  l>e  your  next  move,  and 
where  do  you  intend  us  to  pass  the  mom)w  f 

''Juss  like  diss.  Plenty  of  swamp.  Bourdon,  on  Kekalama- 
z<Mi.'*  Run  canoe  in  swamp;  den  safe  *nough.  Injins  won*t 
lo4)k  \*ri',  'cause  he  ^lon't  know  whereabout  Wk.  \)otlI  like 
swamp.     Great  danger  di»wn  at  mt>uth  of  river.** 

'*  S<»  it  h.'is  si'dned  to  me,  Chip|»ewa.  Tlie  Injins  must  be 
there  in  a  strong  fon*e,  and  we  shall  find  it  no  easy  matter  to 
grt  thnaiirh  them.      I  low  do  you  pnipose  to  do  it  f* 

"Go  by  in  night.  No  udder  way.  When  can*t  see,  can't 
s«e.     here  plenty  of   ru^h  dere;    dat  gootl  t'ing,  and,  p*nips 

•  nM  l«  Ihr  true  Imlliiti  w..nl.  tbouitb  the  irbUr*  h«v«  mvB  St  tu  omit   the  Hitt 
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<l:it  lielp  US.  Rush  good  cover  for  canoe.  Expcc',  when  we 
get  down  V*ro,  to  get  vsome  scalp,  too.  Plenty  of  Pottawatta- 
mie about  dat  lodge,  sai-tain  ;  and  it  very  hard  if  don't  get  soiuo 
on  him  scalp.  You  mean  stop,  and  dig  up  cdche ;  ch,  Bour- 
don r 

The  cool,  quiet  manner  in  which  Pigeonswing  revealed 
his  own  plans,  and  enquired  into  those  of  his  friend,  had,  at 
least,  the  eft'ect  to  revive  the  confidence  of  le  Bourdon-  lie 
(rouM  not  think  the  danger  very  great  so  h>ng  as  one  so  exj)e- 
rienccil  as  the  Chippewa  felt  so  much  confidence  in  his  own 
future  ]>roceedings;  and,  after  talking  a  short  time  longer  with 
this  man,  the  ht'c-huiiter  went  to  seek  Margery,  in  order  to  im- 
part to  h(T  a  due  portion  of  his  own  hopes. 

The  sisters  were  preparing  the  breakfast.  This  was  done 
without  the  use  of  lire,  it  being  too  hazardous  to  permit  smoke 
to  rise  above  the  tops  of  the  trees.  Many  is  the  camp  that  has 
been  discovered  by  the  smoke,  wliich  can  be  seen  at  a  great 
distance ;  and  it  is  a  certain  sign  of  the  presence  of  man,  when 
it  ascends  in  threads,  or  such  small  columns  as  denote  a  domes- 
tic lire  beneath.  This  is  very  different  from  the  clouds  that  float 
above  tlie  burning  prairies,  and  which  all,  at  once,  impute  to 
till  ir  true  origin.  The  danger  of  using  fire  had  been  so  much 
guarded  :igainst.,  by  our  fugitives,  that  the  cooking  of  the  party 
Iiad  been  done  at  night;  the  utmost  caution  having  been  used 
to  prevent  the  tire  itself  from  being  seen,  and  care  taken  to  ex- 
tinguish it  long  before  the  return  of  day.  A  supply  of  cold 
meat  wjis  always  on  hand,  and  had  it  not  been,  the  fugitives 
would  have  known  how  to  live  on  berries,  or,  at  need,  to  fast; 
any  thing  was  preferable,  being  exposed  to  certain  capture. 

As  soon  as  the  party  had  broken  their  fast,  arrangements 
wen;  ma<le  for  recruiting  nature  by  sleep.  As  for  Pigeonswing, 
]n<liaii-]ike,  he  had  eaten  enormously,  no  reasonable  quantity 
of  venison  sutH<'ing  to  appease  his  appetite;  and  when  he  had 
eaten,  he  lay  down  in  the  bottom  of  his  canoe  and  slept.  Sim- 
ilar dispositions  were  made  of  their  persons,  by  the  rest,  and  half- 
aii-hour  after  the  uk  al  was  ended,  all  there  were  in  a  profound 
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sleep.      No  watch  Avas  con»i<lcrc<l  necessary,   and   none  was 
kept. 

The  ri'st  (»f  the  weary  is  sweet.  Tx>ng  hours  passed,  ere  any 
one  tliorc  awoke ;  but  no  soi>ner  did  the  Chippewa  move,  than 
all  tlie  rest  were  afo«»t.  It  wjis  now  late  in  the  day,  and  it  was 
time  to  think  of  takin<;  the  meal  that  was  to  sustain  them 
tliroupli  the  toil  an<l  fati<^U's  of  another  anluous  nif^ht.  This 
was  done;  the  neee^*sJl^y  preparations  heinj;  made  for  a  start  ere 
the  sun  had  set.  The  eaiioes  were  then  shoved  as  near  the 
month  nf  tlh'  inlet  as  it  was  sjife  top»,  while  the  Hj^ht  rtMnained. 
lien'  they  stopj)ed,  and  a  consuhation  took  plaee,  as  to  tho 
manner  of  pri)e<MMlinff. 

No  sooner  did  the  shades  of  cveninjj  elose  around  the  place, 
tlian  tlie  fiiijitives  ajjain  put  forth.  Tlie  nipht  was  clouded  and 
dark,  and  so  much  i)f  the  way  now  lay  throu^i^h  forests,  that 
there  w:lh  little  reason  to  appndiend  detection.  Tlic  chief" 
cause's  of  delay  were  the  rifts,  and  the  portajr«»s.  as  had  l»een  the, 
iM'^e  tlie  \\\*x]\t  lH*f<)re.  Lu<'kily,  le  Hounlon  had  Wen  up  and 
down  the  stream  m>  often,  an  to  he  a  very  tolenddc  pilot  in  its 
win«Iin«rs.  He  a^Minied  the  e<»ntnd,  and  l»y  midnight  the 
jjreatest  ol>staele  to  that  eveninir's  pri»jrress  was  «»ven*ome.  At 
the  af>proaeh  of  day,  l*ii;eons\\inp  pi>intecl  out  another  creek, 
in  anotlMT  swam]),  where  the  party  found  a  n»fujfe  f«»r  the  siic- 
eeedinir  day.  In  thi«*  manner  four  nij^hts  wen*  passed  on  the 
river,  and  as  many  «lays  in  swamps  without  discmer}'.  Tlie 
Chippewa  had  nieely  calculated  his  time  and  his  distances,  an«l 
ni't  the  Miiallest  mistake  was  nmile.  Each  momini;  a  p'ace  of 
shelter  wa*4  reaeln'd  in  suftieieiit  seas«»n ;  an<l  each  ni<;ht  the 
fiiLritive'*  were  n-ady  for  the  start  .is  the  <lay  shut  in.  In  thiH 
manm-r,  most  of  the  river  was  deM*eiided,  until  a  di'*tan«H»  that 
cmuM  he  ea»»i!y  i»viT«*«»nie  in  a  eouplc  i»f  hours  of  paildlin*;.  ah^nc 
reniaiiH'd  between  the  party  and  the  mouth  of  the  stn*am. 
Kxtrmie  eaution  was  ni»w  necessary,  for  si^^s  of  Imlians  in  the 
nt'i:;hliorlhMMl  had  l»een  deteeted  at  wveral  points  in  the  coune 
of  till*  la-t  TMLrht's  work.  On  «»nc  oeeasion.  indi*04l,  the  etu*apo 
wmh  so  narri»w  a*«  to  In*  worth  n'conlinjj. 
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It  was  at  a  spot  where  the  stream  flowed  through  a  forest 
denser  than  common,  that  Pigeonswing  heard  voices  on  the 
river,  ahead  of  him.  One  Indian  was  calling  to  another,  asking 
to  be  set  across  the  stream  in  a  canoe.  It  was  too  Ute  to  re- 
treat, and  so  much  uncertainty  existed  as  to  the  nearness,  or 
distance,  of  the  danger,  that  the  Chippewa  deemed  it  safest  to 
bring  all  three  of  his  canoes  together,  and  to  let  them  float  past 
the  point  suspected,  or  rather  known,  to  be  occupied  by  ene- 
mies. This  was  dcme,  with  the  utmost  care.  The  plan  suc- 
ceeded, though  not  without  running  a  very  great  risk.  The 
canoes  did  float  past  unseen,  though  there  was  a  minute  of  time 
when  le  Bourdun  fancied  by  the  sounds,  that  savages  were 
talking  to  each  other,  within  a  hundred  feet  of  his  ears.  Addi- 
tional security,  however,  was  felt  in  consequence  of  the  circum- 
stanrre,  since  the  pursuers  must  imagine  the  river  below^  them 
to  be  free  from  the  pursued. 

The  halt  that  morning  was  made  earlier  than  had  been  the 
practice  previously.  This  was  done  because  the  remaining  dis- 
tance was  so  small,  that  in  continuing  to  advance,  tho  party 
wouhl  \ui\v  incurred  the  risk  of  reaching  the  mouth  of  the  river 
by  daylight.  This  was  to  be  avoided  on  every  account-,  hut 
prinoijially  because  it  wiis  of  great  unportance  to  conceal  from 
the  savages  the  ilirection  tiikeu.  Were  the  chiefs  certain  that 
their  intended  victims  were  on  Lake  Michigan,  it  would  be 
possii>le  for  them  to  semi  parties  across  the  isthnms,  that  should 
reach  points  on  Lake  Huron,  days  in  advance  of  the  arrival  of 
the  bee-hunter  and  his  friends  in  tlie  vicinity  of  Saginaw,  or 
Pot  lite  anx  Barqms,  for  instance,  and  where  tlie  canoes  would 
be  ahnost  certain  to  pass  near  the  sliore,  laying  their  ambushes 
to  acccMMplish  these  ends.  It  was  thought  very  material,  therefore, 
tu  ci»nccal  the  movements,  i^vcn  after  the  lake  might  be  reached, 
thouixh  Ic  ]>ourdon  liad  n(»t  a  doubt  of  his  canoes  much  outsailing 
those  of  the  savages.  The  Indians  are  not  very  skilful  in  the  use 
of  sails,  while  the  bee-hunter  knew  how  to  manage  a  bark  canoe 
in  rough  water,  with  unusual  skill.  In  the  common  acceptation, 
he  was  no  sailor;  but,  in   his  own  peculiar  craft,  there  waa 
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not  a  man  Hvin^j  who  couKl  excel  him  in  dexterity  or  judj*- 

1 1 10  lit. 

Tlie  hAltiDji:-j»la(*e  that  morning  was  not  in  a  ftwamp,  for  none 
•  »tfrnMl  at  a  i^uitJiMo  distjinoe  from  the  mouth  of  the  river.  On 
t!ie  contrary,  it  vms  in  a  piece  of  Openinj;,  tliat  wai*  tolerably 
wrll  pirni.shed  with  trees,  however,  and  through  which  ran  a 
sTii.'ill  hrook  tliat  poured  its  tribute  into  the  Kalamazoo.  The 
<'hip])ewa  had  takni  notice  of  this  brook,  which  was  larj^ 
enough  t«)  receive  the  canoes,  where  they  mi^ht  he  ci»ncealed 
in  the  rushes.  A  favorable  coj»so,  surrounded  with  eldera, 
atft>rdcd  a  covtTc^l  >pa<M'  (»ii  shore,  an<l  these  advaDta|;e!«  were 
improved  for  an  encampnicnt. 

Inst«'ad  of  >4cckinj;  his  rest  as  usual,  on  reaching  thii*  eover, 
ri«;coiisu  inj;  left  the  party  i»n  a  scout.  Jle  walketl  up  the  bro<»k 
soiiR*  distance,  in  onler  to  conceal  his  trail,  and  then  struck 
across  the  Opening,  taking  the  direction  westuanl,  i»r  toward 
the  riv«T's  mouth.  As  for  le  J>ourdoii  and  his  friends  they  ate 
and  slept  ;is  usual,  undisturbed;  but  arosi'  s*inie  hours  l>ofore 
thf  cloM*  of  «lay. 

Tlius  far,  a  ^reat  work  ha«l  been  acc^tmprwhed.  Tlie  canoes 
had  descended  the  stream  with  a  success  thai  ua**  only  etpialled 
by  till-  hardih<»o«l  of  tin'  iinasure,  ♦•••nducted  by  an  intellii^'nee 
that  n-ally  seiim'tl  tn  amount  to  an  i!i*»tin»'t.  I*ijri»onswiiijj  ear- 
rlc'l  a  map  of  tlit>  K.'ilaiiia/oD  in  hi*«  bead,  and  seemoil  never  at 
a  |nH>  to  know  when-  to  tin«l  the  partiiMiIar  phn'c  Iw  S4iuu:ht.  It 
•>  true,  Iir  had  roaiind  tbrouirh  thi»se  ( >j>eniiiir*  ever  sinre  he 
\va>  a  «-liil(l  ;  and  an  Inilian  srldoiii  pas«>i>s  a  place  sii<M*eptible 
of  Jifiiiir  nia«lr  I'f  iiNt'  t«»  his  habits,  that  he  ibn's  not  take  such 
lict'd  of  its  piMuliaritii's,  as  to  n-inlrr  him  the  master  «>f  all  itn 
t*a-i!iti.'s. 

Maru«'ry  was  now  full  of  hop*',  while  the  lu'edmnter  wa*  filUnl 
with  apjirrlnMi^ions.  Sin*  siiw  all  tliiuirs  otHl*nr  </«•  r^xr,  for  ^he 
was  younir.  happy.  an«l  iniioi-i-nt :  but  he  better  nndiTstiMMl  that 
tliry  wiTf  jii>t  apiiroacIiiiiL;  the  m«ist  M-rious  moment  of  Iheir 
flitrht.  Ill*  knew  tin*  vi:;ilan*-e  of  the  American  savap\  and 
oulil  n«»t   dereivi'   hiiUM'If  on  the  sulject  of  the  tlanpT  they 
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must  run.  The  mouth  of  the  river  was  just  the  place  that,  of 
all  others,  would  be  the  closest  watched,  and  to  pass  it  would 
require  not  only  all  their  skill  and  courage,  but  somewhat  of  the 
fosteriujnr  care  of  Providence.  It  might  be  done  with  success, 
though  the  chances  were  much  against  it. 
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CHAPTER  XXVIIL 


**  TmI  we  hare  nttd  to  Md  oar  bopM  rrpop* 
On  tome  protrctinf  Inflaenet ;  here  eoofliiMl, 
Life  bAth  no  bealiiif  bftlm  for  meaCal  wom; 
Karth  U  too  narrow  fiir  the  Immortal  mind. 
Oar  spirit*  bom  to  mlncle  with  ih»  day. 
As  txlW*  pantlnir  for  their  Dattre  coaat; 
Yet  luriN)  bj  ercty  wlld-flo»er  tnm  tbair  waj. 
And  shrinklBir  ftmn  the  galf  that  mnm  ba  iiBMii; 
IVath  borers  roond  «■— la  the  arphjKa  tlirti 
As  la  the  storm  be  comas    aad  lal  KtenttjP 


It  waf«  probably  that  inherent  diiipoution  to  pry  into  anknown 
things,  which  Is  Aaid  to  mark  her  sex,  and  which  was  the  weak- 
ncHA  assailod  by  the  f^erpont  when  he  deladed  Eve  into  diaobe- 
dioncc,  that  now  tempted  Mar^ry  U>  go  beyond  the  limita  ^ 
which  Pigconftwinp^  had  sot  for  her,  with  a  view  to  explore  and  ^ 
ascertain  what  might  be  found  without.  In  doing  this,  how* 
ever,  she  did  not  neglect  a  certain  degree  of  caation,  and  avoided 
exposing  licr  pi'rson  m  much  as  possible. 

Marger}*  liad  got  to  the  very  verge  of  prudence,  so  &r  aa  the 
cover  wan  concerned,  when  her  steps  were  suddenly  arretted  by 
a  most  unexpi'ctcd  and  disagreeable  sight  An  Indian  wna 
seated  on  a  rock  within  twenty  feet  of  the  place  where  the  rtood. 
Ilis  back  was  toward  her,  but  she  waa  eeiiain  it  coold  not  be 
Pigeonswing,  who  had  gone  in  a  contrary  direetion,  while  the 
frame  of  this  savage  was  much  larger  and  heavier  than  that  of 
the  Chippewa.  His  rifle  leaned  against  the  rock,  near  hia  arm, 
and  the  tomahawk  and  knife  were  in  hia  belt;  itill  Ifaigeiy 
thought,  so  far  as  she  could  ascertain,  that  he  waa  not  in  b» 
wHr-paint,  as  she  knew  was  the  fact  with  those  whom  ahe  bnd 
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seen  at  Prairie  Rouud.  The  attitude  and  whole  deportment  of 
tills  stnmger,  too,  struck  her  us  remarkable.  Altlioufdi  our 
heroine  vXood  watching  hiiu  for  several  ininuteis  alino^  breath- 
less with  terror  and  anxiety  to  learn  hifl  object^  he  never  stirred 
even  a  limb  in  all  that  time.  There  he  sate,  motionlcw  w  the 
roi'k  on  which  he  \uu\  placed  himself;  a  picture  of  solitude  and 
ivilcction. 

It  was  evident,  moreover,  that  this  stranger  alfio  sought  a 
species  of  CDiicealment^  as  well  as  the  fugitives.  It  is  true  he 
liail  not  buried  himself  in  a  cover  of  bushes;  but  his  seat  was 
in  a  hollow  of  the  ground  where  no  one  could  have  seen  him, 
from  the  rear  or  on  either  side,  at  a  distance  a  very  little  greater 
tluui  that  at  which  Margery  stood,  while  his  front  was  goanied 
from  view  by  a  line  of  bushes  that  fringed  the  margin  of  th« 
stream.  Miu-ius,  pondering  on  the  mutations  of  fortune,  amid 
the  ruins  of  Carthage,  could  scarcely  have  presented  a  more 
striking  object  than  the  immovable  form  of  this  stranger.  At 
lenirth  the  Indian  slightly  tunicil  his  head,  when  his  olmenrer, 
to  her  great  surprise,  siiw  the  hard,  red,  but  noble  and  expreanve 
profile  «»t*  the  well-kni>wn  features  of  Peter. 

ill  an  instant  all  Margery *s  apprehensioiw  vanished,  and  her 
iiaii'l  wa<  soon  ligiitly  laid  on  the  shoulder  of  herfnen«L  Not- 
\\ltli>taii<liiig  the  suildcnness  of  this  touch,  the  great  chief  mani- 
trMrd  iio  alarm.  lie  turned  his  head  slowly,  and  when  he  saw 
tli<-  liri:;lit  roimtcnanco  of  the  charming  bride,  his  smile  met 
b«r^  iit  pu'aM'il  rrt'o^nitlon.  There  was  no  start,  no  oxclania- 
ti«iii,  ni»  a]ipe:iranr<.'  of  snr]»rise;  on  the  rontrar\',  Peter  seemvd 
til  nnrt  his  pn-tty  you  ii;:  friend  much  as  a  matter  of  course,  and 
f»l)\iou>ly  with  gn-at  <ati*itat'tion. 

**  ll«»w  liirky  thi«»  is,  IVterl"  exclaimed  the  breathless  Mar- 
gery. '*  l>ourilo]i*>  mind  will  now  U'  at  rest,  for  he  was  afraid 
y*\\  had  L'«»n«*  to  juin  uur  enemies,  IWars  Meat  and  his  party.*" 

**  Vr> ;  ijo  anil  ^^tay  uid  't'm.  So  Ik.»ss.  Now  dey  t*ink 
IS'ter  all  ^n  ibir  sidr.       r»ut  ne\rr  fur^i't  you,  y«»uiig  RloMi>m.*^ 

'*  1  lirlifvi'  \ou,  IVtcr:  f<ir  1  f'tl  as  if  you  ar«  a  true  friead. 
Mow  lui'Lv  that  we  >hould  meet  hen*!'' 
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*'  No  lack  at  all.  Come  a  pnrpoee.  Pigeontwing  tdl  me 
where  yoa  be,  bo  come  here.    Jusb  bo." 

*'Then  you  expected  to  find  us  b  this  cover!  and  what  have 
you  to  tell  us  of  our  enemies  T' 

'*'  Plenty  of  dem.  All  about  mout*  of  river.  All  about  woods 
and  openings  here.  If  ore  dan  you  count  Tmk  of  nntlui*  bvt 
get  your  scalp/' 

*'  Ah !  Peter; — why  is  it  that  you  red  men  wish  to  much  to 
take  our  lives  ? — and  why  have  you  destroyed  the 
a  pious  Christian,  who  wished  for  nothing  but  your  good  f 

Peter  bent  his  eyes  to  the  earth,  and  for  more  than  a  i 
he  made  no  reply,     lie  was  much  moved,  however,  aa  was 
ble  in  his  countenance,  which  plainly  denoted  that  alrong  i 
lions  were  at  work  within. 

"^  Blossom,  listen  to  my  words,**  he,  at  ien^rtbi 
*'  They  are  such  as  a  fader  would  speak  to  hit  daughter.  Yos 
my  daughter.  Tell  you  so,  once ;  and  what  Injin  siqr  ooee^  he 
say  alway.  Poor,  and  don^t  know  much,  but  know  how  to  do 
as  he  say  he  do.  Yes,  you  my  da'fi^ter !  Beards  Meat  can't 
touch  //oil,  widout  he  touch  me.  Bounlon  your  husband;  yoa 
his  squaw.  Husband  and  squaw  go  ttigedder,  on  same  path. 
I>at  ri^ht.  But,  Blossom,  listen.  Deru  is  Great  Spirit.  Iigin 
U'lievo  dat  as  well  as  pale-fiice.  See  dat  is  so.  Dere  ia  Oteat 
Wicktd  Spirit,  too.  Feel  dat,  too ;  can*t  help  it  For  twenty 
winter  dat  (xreat  Wicked  Spirit  stay  close  to  my  side*  He  pot 
his  baud  before  one  of  my  ear,  and  he  put  his  moot*  to  tndder. 
Keep  whisper,  whisper,  whi^r,  day  and  nighty  nebber  rtop 
whisper.  Tell  me  to  kill  pale-fiMe,  wherever  1  find  him.  Beii 
to  kUl  him.  If  didn't  kill  palo-&ce,  paie-&ce  kill  Injin.  No 
help  for  it  Kill  ole  man,  kill  young  man ;  loll  aqoawai  pap- 
|KM>se  and  all.  Sniasli  eggs  and  break  up  *e  nest  Dat  what  lie 
whisper,  day  and  night,  for  twenty  winters  Whisper  io  noehi 
was  force  to  b*lieve  him.  Bad  to  have  too  mneh  whisper  of 
same  t*iug  in  ear.  Den  I  want  scalp.  Cooldn't  have  too  nneh 
scalp.  Took  much  scalp.  All  paie-&ce  scalp.  Ileait  grow 
hiird.    Great  pleasure  was  to  kill  pale-face.     Uwt  i 
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r>lossom,  till  I  sec  you.  Feel  like  fiider  to  you,  and  don't  want 
your  scalp.  NWm'cr  ^rreat  deal  why  I  feel  bo,  but  do  feel  so. 
Dat  my  natur'.  Still  want  all  udder  palo-facc  scalp.  Want 
Bourdon  scalp,  much  as  any." 

A  slight  exclamation  from  his  companion,  which  could 
scarcely  be  called  a  scream,  caused  the  Indian  to  cease  speak- 
ing, when  the  two  looked  toward  each  other,  and  their  eyes 
met.  Margery,  however,  saw  none  of  those  passing  gleams  of 
ferocity  which  had  so  often  troubled  her  in  the  first  few  weeks 
of  their  accjuaintance ;  in  their  stead,  an  expression  of  subdued 
anxiety,  and  an  earnestness  of  inquiry,  that  seemed  to  say  how 
much  tlio  chief's  heart  yearned  to  know  more  on  that  mighty 
subject  toward  which  his  thoughts  had  lately  been  turned.  The 
mutual  glance  sufficed  to  renew  the  confidence  our  heroine  was 
very  rchicUint  to  relinquish,  while  it  awakened  afresh  all  of 
Piftcr's  j)arental  concern  in  the  welfare  of  the  interesting  young 
woman  at  his  side. 

**  But  this  feeling  has  left  you,  l*eter,  and  you  no  longer  wish 
J>our«lori\s  scalp,"  said  Margery,  hastily.  "Now  he  is  my  hus- 
band, he  is  your  son.-' 

'*J.)at  good,  p'raps,"  answered  the  Injin,  "but  dat  not  a 
reason,  nuJiler,  Blossom.  You  right,  too.  Don't  want  Boui^ 
don  seal])  any  longer.  Dat  tnie.  But  don't  want  any  etcalp, 
any  more.     Heart  grow  soft — an't  hard,  now," 

**  I  wish  I  could  let  you  understand,  Peter,  how  much  I  re- 
joice to  hear  this  !  1  have  never  felt  afraid  of  you,  on  my  own 
a(tcouiit,  though  I  will  own  that  1  have  sometimes  feared  that 
the  dreadful  cruel  stories  which  are  told  of  your  enmity  to  my 
color  are  not  altogether  without  truth.  Now,  you  tell  me  you 
are  the  white  man's  friend,  and  that  you  no  longer  wish  to  in- 
jure him.  These  are  blessed  words,  Peter;  and  humbly  do  1 
thank  God,  through  his  blessed  Son,  that  I  have  lived  to  hear 
them  :" 

"  J>at  Son  make  me  feel  so,"  returned  the  Indian,  earnestly. 
"  Yes,  juss  so.  My  heart  was  hard,  till  medicine-priest  tell  dat 
tra<lition  of  Son  of  Great  Spirit — how  ho  die  for  all  tribes  and 
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nationa,  and  auk  his  fader  to  do  good  to  dem  dat  take  hk  1 
dai  won*erfal  tradition,  Blossom  1  Sound  like  song  of  wren  ia 
my  ear --sweeter  dan  mocking-bird  when  he  do  hia  beat.  Yea, 
dat  wonderful  He  true,  too ;  for  medicbe-priert  atk  hia  Ifani* 
ton  to  ble«  Injin,  joss  as  Injins  lift  tomahawk  to  take  hia  Bfe. 
I  aee*d  and  heard  dat,  myself.    All,  won'erfal,  won'erfiil  V* 

*'  It  was  the  Spirit  of  Qod  that  enabled  poor  Amen  to  do 
that,  Peter;  and  it  is  the  Spirit  of  God  that  teaches  yoa  to  see 
and  feel  the  beauty  of  such  an  act  Withoat  the  aid  of  that 
Spirit,  we  are  helpless  as  children ;  with  it,  strong  aa  glanta.  I 
do  not  wonder,  at  all,  that  the  good  missionary  was  able  to  pimy 
jfor  his  enemies  with  his  dying  breath.  Gk)d  gaire  him  atreagth 
to  do  so.'* 

Maigery  spoke  as  she  felt,  earnestly,  and  with  emphaaiib  Her 
cheeks  flushed  with  the  strength  of  her  feelings,  and  PMer 
gaxed  on  her  with  a  species  of  reverence  and  wonder.  The 
beauty  of  this  charming  young  woman  was  pleasing  rather  than 
brilliant,  depending  much  on  expression  for  its  power.  A 
heightened  color  greatly  increaHcd  it,  and  when,  aa  in  this  in* 
stance,  the  eyes  reflected  the  tiuts  of  the  cheeks,  one  might 
have  journeyed  days  in  older  regions,  without  finding  her  equal 
in  personal  attractions.  Much  as  he  admired  her,  however, 
Peter  had  now  that  on  bis  mind  which  rendered  her  bean^  bat 
a  secondary  object  with  him.  Ilis  soul  had  been  tooehed  1^ 
the  unseen,  but  omnipresent,  power  of  the  Holy  Spiriti  and  his 
companion*H  lanpiage  and  fervor  contributed  largely  in  keep 
ing  alive  his  interest  in  what  he  felt 

^*  Nebber  know  Injin  do  dat—"  said  Peter,  in  a  alow, 
deliberative  sort  of  way ;  '*  no,  nebber  know  Injin  do  ao.  At 
way  curse  and  hate  his  enemy,  and  moaa  when  about  to  loaa 
his  scalp.  Den,  feelin*s  hottest  Den,  moat  want  to  naa  tam^ 
hawk  on  his  enemy.  Den,  most  feel  dat  he  hate  hia.  Bil 
not  BO  wid  medicine-priest  Pray  for  Injin ;  atk  Oreal  Spfaft 
to  do  him  all*e  good  be  can ;  juss  aa  Injin  waa  gou*  to  alriha. 
Wonderful — most  wonderful  dai^  in  my  eyea^  DIuwoa,  jom 
know  Peter.     lie  your  feder.    He  take  yo«,  and  HMka  jtm  Ua 
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<la'irliter.  His  lioart  is  soft  to  you,  Blossom.  But,  he  nuttiii' 
Imt  poor  Injiii,  doujjh  a  ij:rcat  chief.  What  he  know!  l*ale- 
facM'  pappoose  know  more  dan  Injin  chief,  Dat  come  from 
(Ireat  Spirit  too.  Jle  wanted  it  so,  and  it  is  so.  Our  chiefs 
say  dat  (ireat  Spirit  love  Injin.  May  be  so.  Tink  he  love  ehbery 
l)ody  ;  Imt  he  ean't  love  Injin  as  much  as  he  love  pale-face,  or 
he  wouMn't  let  red-man  know  so  little.  Don't  count  wig- 
wams, and  canoes,  and  powder,  and  lead,  as  proof  of  Great 
Spirit's  love.  Pale-face  gnt  more  of  dcsc  dan  Injin.  at  I 
see  and  know,  an<l  <lat  I  feel.  But  it  no  matter.  Injin  used 
to  he  ]K)<)r,  and  don't  care.  When  used  to  be  poor,  den  used 
to  it.  When  used  to  h(»  rich-,  den  it  hard  not  to  be  rich.  All 
use.  Injiii  <h)n't  care.  But  it  ba<l  not  to  know.  I'm  warrior 
—  I'm  hunter — I'm  prreat  <liief.  You  squaw — you  young — you 
know  so  much  as  s«juaw  of  chief.  But  you  know  most.  I  feci 
a-^hanu'd  to  know  so  little.  Want  to  know  more.  Want  to 
kn(>w  movt  how'e  Son  of  Great  Spirit  die  for  all  tribe,  and 
j>ray  to  his  fader  to  bless 'em  dat  kill  him,  Dat  what  Peter 
now  want  moss  to  know  I'' 

**  I  wish  I  was  better  able  to  teach  you,  Peter,  from  the 
l)()ttoni  of  my  heart ;  but  the  little  I  do  know  you  shall  hear. 
I  would  !i<»t  deny  you  for  a  thousand  worlds,  for  I  believe  the 
Holy  Spirit  has  touched  your  heart,  and  that  you  will  become 
a  !i(  w  man.  (1ni>tian>  believe  that  all  must  become  new  men, 
who  arc  to  live  in  the  other  world,  in  the  presence  of  God." 

**  How  ran  dat  be?  Peter  soon  be  ole — how  can  ole  msr 
«xrow  youn«r  air' in  •" 

"  The  nieauinir  of  this  is  that  we  must  so  change  in  feeliuj 
as  no  louircr  to  be  the  same  persons.     The  things  that  we  love 
we  nuist  hate,  and  the  thinirs  that  we  hated,  or  at  least  neglec 
e<l,  we  nuist  love.      When  we  feel  this  change  in  our  heai 
then  may  we  hoj)e  that  we  love  an<l  reverence  the  Great  Spii 
an<l  arc  liviuir  uiulcr  his  holy  care." 

Peter  li>tcned  with  the  attention  of  an  obedient  and  respci 
ful  child.  If  meekness,  humility,  a  wish  to  learn  the  tru* 
an<l  a  devout  sentimetit  toward  the  Creator,  are  so  many  iaci-»- 


i 


Till     OAK     OPSVJVOt.  45f 

catioDB  of  the  **  new  birtb,*^  then  might  this  sarage  be  wdA  to 
have  been  tnily  **  born  again."  Certainly  he  was  no  longer  the 
same  man,  in  a  moral  point  of  view,  and  of  this  he  was  him- 
self entirely  conscious.  To  him  the  wonder  was  what  had  pro- 
duced so  great  and  so  sadden  a  change  I  But  the  reply  he 
made  to  Margery  will,  of  itself^  sofficiently  express  his  Yiews  of 
his  own  case. 

*'  An  Injin  like  a  child,*'  he  said,  meekly ;  "  nebber  know. 
Even  palc*fiu^  squaw  know  more  dan  great  chiefl  Nebber 
feel  as  do  now.  Heart  soft  as  young  squawks.  Don*t  hate  any 
body,  no  more.  Wish  well  to  all  tribe,  and  color,  and  natioa. 
DonH  bate  Bri'sh,  don't  hate  Yankee ;  don't  hate  Caierokee» 
even.  Wish  'cm  all  well.  Don't  know  dat  heart  is  strong 
enough  to  ask  Qreat  Spirit  to  do  'em  all  good,  if  dey  want  my 
scalp — p'raps  dat  too  much  for  poor  Injin ;  but  doa*t  waul  no- 
body's scalp,  myself.     Dat  somet'in*,  I  hope,  for  me." 

**  It  is,  indeed,  Peter ;  and  if  you  will  get  down  on  your 
knees,  and  humble  your  thoughts,  and  pray  to  God  to  strength- 
en  you  in  these  good  fcelingH,  he  will  be  sure  to  do  it»  and  make 
you,  altogether,  a  new  man." 

Peter  looked  wistfully  at  Margery,  and  then  tamed  Ua  eyea 
toward  the  earth.  After  sitting  in  a  thoughtftil  mood  for  noma 
time,  he  again  regarded  his  companion,  sayingi  with  the  simflie* 
ity  of  a  child  : 

'*  Di>n*t  know  how  to  do  dat.  Blossom.  Hear  medieiiH^ 
priest  of  paIe-fa<*eA  pray,  sometime,  but  poor  Injin  don*t  know 
enough  to  speak  to  Great  Spirit.  You  speak  to  Great  Spirit  for 
him.  He  know  your  voice,  Blossom,  and  listen  to  what  yon 
say ;  but  he  won*t  hear  Peter,  who  has  so  long  hated  his  eaemy. 
P'raps  he  angry  if  he  hear  Peter  speak." 

**  In  that  you  arc  mistaken,  Peter.  The  ears  of  the  Lord 
are  ever  o{>eu  to  our  prayers,  when  put  np  in  aincerity,  aa  I 
feel  certain  that  yours  will  now  be.  Bat,  after  I  have  told  yoa 
the  moatiiii^  of  what  I  am  alM>ut  to  say,  I  will  pray  with  yoa 
and  for  you.  It  is  best  that  you  should  begin  to  do  tUi»  aa 
soon  as  yt>u  can." 
20 
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]Marger}'  then  slowly  repeated  to  Peter  the  words  of  the 
Lorcrs  pniycr.  She  gave  him  its  history,  and  explained  the 
ineanino:  of  several  of  its  words  that  might  otherwise  have  been 
uiiintclligiblo  to  him,  notwithstanding  his  tolerable  proficiency 
in  English— a  proficiency  that  had  greatly  increased  in  the  last 
few  weeks,  in  consequence  of  his  constant  communications  with 
those  who  spoke  it  habitually.  The  word  "trespasses,"  in  par- 
ticular, was  somewhat  difficult  for  the  Indian  to  comprehend, 
but  Margery  persevered  until  she  succeeded  in  giving  her  schol- 
ar tolerably  accurate  ideas  of  the  meaning  of  each  term.  Then 
she  told  the  Indian  to  kneel  with  her,  and,  for  the  first  time  in 
his  lite,  that  man  of  the  Openings  and  prairies  lifted  his  voice 
in  prayer  to  the  one  God.  It  Ls  true  that  Peter  had  often  be- 
fore mentally  asked  favors  of  his  Manitou ;  but  the  requests 
were  altogether  of  a  worldly  character,  and  the  being  addressed 
was  invested  with  attributes  very  different  from  those  which  he 
now  understood  to  belong  to  the  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth. 
Xor  was  the  spirit  in  a-^king  at  all  the  same.  We  do  not  wish 
to  be  understood  as  saying  th<it  this  Indian  was  already  a  full 
convert  to  Christianity,  which  contains  many  doctrines  of  which 
hv  had  not  the  most  dlst^uit  idea ;  but  his  heart  had  undergone 
the  first  step  in  the  great  change  of  conversion,  and  he  was  now 
as  humble  as  he  had  onc.'c  been  proud ;  as  meek,  as  he  had 
formerly  been  fierce ;  and  he  felt  that  certain  proof  of  an  incip- 
ient love  of  the  Creator,  in  a  similar  feeling  toward  all  the 
works  of  his  hands. 

When  Peter  art)se  from  his  knees,  after  repeating  the  prayer 
to  Margery's  slow  leading,  it  was  with  the  dependence  of  a 
chilli  on  the  teaching  of  it.s  mother.  Physically,  he  was  the 
ujan  he  ever  had  been.  He  wjis  as  able  to  endure  fatigue,  as  sin- 
ewy in  his  frame,  and  as  capable  of  fasting  and  of  sustaining 
fatii^iie,  as  in  his  most  warlike  days ;  but,  morally,  the  change 
was  ^reat,  indeed.  Instead  of  the  obstinate  confidence  in  him- 
self and  his  traditions,  which  had  once  so  much  distinguished 
this  chief,  there  was  substifute<l  an  humble  distrust  of  his  own 
judgment,  that  rendered  him  singularly  indisposed  to  rely  on 
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hit  peraonal  riews,  in  any  mutter  of  coiucience^  and  he  wm 
tnily  become  a  child  in  all  that  pertained  to  his  religboa  beliet 
In  good  hands,  and  under  more  advantageous  circnmrtancei, 
the  moral  improvement  of  Peter  would  have  been  great;  bat| 
aituated  as  he  was,  it  could  not  be  said  to  amount  to  nuM^ 
more  than  a  very  excellent  commencement 

All  this  time  both  Peter  and  Margery  had  beeo  too  intent  oa  | 
their  feelings  and  employment,  to  take  much  heed  to  the  pie<  ^ 
cautions  necessary  to  their  concealment  The  sun  waa  setljiqg 
ere  they  arose,  and  then  it  was  that  Peter  made  the  impoftait 
discovery  that  they  were  observed  by  two  of  the  young  VB^^iSi 
the  rottawattamies^acouts  kept  out  by  Bear*a  Ibat  to  look  for 
the  fugitives. 

The  time  was  when  Peter  would  not  have  hcaitaled  to  un  Ua 
rifle  on  these  unwelcome  intruders;  but  the  better  spirit  that  /V  Ai 
had  come  over  him,  now  led  him  to  adopt  a  veiy  diflhreat 
course.  Motioning  to  the  young  men,  he  ordered  them  to  re- 
tire, while  he  led  Margery  within  the  cover  of  the  bnihea. 
Formerly,  Peter  would  not  have  scrupled  to  retort  to  deceptioni 
in  order  to  throw  these  two  young  men  on  a  wrong  acenti  and 
get  rid  of  them  in  that  mode;  but  now  he  had  a  relnetaBee  to 
deceive ;  and,  no  sooner  did  they  fisU  back  at  hit  beckoni^ 
than  he  followed  Margery  to  the  camp.  The  latter  wm  giving 
her  husband  a  hurried  account  of  what  had  jnat  happeac^  at 
Peter  joined  them. 

'*Our  camp  is  known  !**  excUimed  the  bee-hunter  the  iMttttt 
he  beheld  the  Indian. 

*'Juss  so.  Pottawattamie  see  squaw,  and  go  and  teH  Ua 
chief.     Dat  sartain,^*  answered  Peter. 

*'  What  ift  there  to  be  done  I — Fight  for  oar  livei^  or  fly  F* 

"Oct  in  caniH*  4|uick  as  can.  It  take  dem  yoong  mea  hall^ 
hour  to  n*ai*h  phicc  where  chief  be.  In  dat  hatf-hoar  we  mnm 
gu  as  far  as  we  can.  No  good  to  stay  here,  Ii^in  ecNna  fai 
BlM)ut  one  hour." 

I>c  Bourdon  knew  his  position  well  eooui^  to  attdantaad 
this.     NevertheWsis  there  were  several  seriout  objeetioM  to  aa 
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inimediatc  flight  Pigeonswing  was  absent,  and  the  bee-faimtcr 
did  not  like  the  notion  of  leaving  him  behind,  for  varioni  iti- 
sons.  Then  it  was  not  yet  dark ;  and  to  descend  the  riTer  br 
daylitrht,  appeared  like  advancing  into  the  jaws  of  the  lion  <fe- 
signcdly.  Nor  was  le  Bourdon  at  his  ease  on  the  subject  of 
Peter.  Ilirt  sudden  appearance,  the  insufficient  and  far  fron 
clear  account  of  Marger}*,  and  the  extraordinary  course  adviieJ, 
sencd  to  renew  ancient  distrusts,  and  to  render  him  relndflA 
to  move.  But  of  one  thing  there  could  be  no  doubt  Hm 
present  position  must  be  known,  for  Margery  had  seen  the  two 
strange  Indians  with  her  own  eyes,  and  a  search  might  soosbs 
expe<'ted.  Under  all  the  circnmstanccs,  therefore,  oar  hero 
rchictimtly  complied  with  Margery *s  reiterated  solicitations,  snd 
tlioy  all  ^ot  into  the  canoes. 

*M  do  not  like  this  movement,  Peter,*'  said  le  Bourdon,  a 
lie  sliovi-il  his  own  light  craft  down  the  brook,  |»reTiously  to 
ontorinii:  the  rivor.  **  1  hope  it  may  turn  out  to  be  better  thn 
it  looks,  and  that  you  can  keep  us  out  of  the  hands  of  our  ene- 
mies. KcinembiT,  it  is  bn>ad  daylight,  and  that  red  men  an 
plenty  two  or  three  miles  below  us.'* 

''  Yes,  know  ilat ;  but  muss  go.  Injin  too  plenty  herr,  soo^ 
Yis,  mu*is  p».  Bourdon,  why  you  can*t  ask  bee,  now,  vhrt 
Im'ss  t*inir  tor  you  to  d«>,  eh  ?  Good  time,  now,  ask  bee  to  tdl 
what  he  know.'' 

'Die  Ih'c  hunter  made  no  reply,  but  his  pretty  wife  raised  Imt 
haml.  involuntarily,  as  if  to  implore  the  Indian  to  forbear. 
IVtir  wjis  a  little  bewildered;  for,  as  yet  he  did  not  nndcr* 
stand  that  a  belief  in  necromancy  was  not  exactly  compatible 
with  the  notii»n*<  of  the  Christian  Providence.  In  his  igno- 
raiKT,  how  muth  was  he  worse  ofl^  than  the  wisest  of  oar  race! 
Will  any  diM-rcet  nuin  who  has  ever  paid  close  attention  to  the 
power  of  the  Mimnamhule,  deny  that  there  is  a  myateiT  abort 
such  a  ]M'rson  that  exreeiU  all  our  means  of  expUnnlion  f  Thrt 
then*  arc  dtirrer^  in  the  extent  of  this  power — that  theie  ■• 
false,  :is  }M'\\  as  tnie  somnauibules^all  who  have  attonded  to  tlM 
sulijeet  must  aUow ;    but,  a  <leriding  disbeliever  ia   ou 
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person  once,  we  have  since  hoen  that  which  no  laws,  known  to 
u%  can  cxphiin.  and  wliich  we  are  certain  ia  not  the  Mibject  of 
c«>]hision,  a.s  we  must  have  heen  a  party  to  the  fraud  ourselves, 
wore  any  RUch  practised.  To  dony  the  eTidenco  of  our  senses 
U  an  act  of  greater  weaknetw  than  to  believe  that  there  are  mys- 
teries connected  with  our  mora!  and  physical  being  that  hnmah 
sagacity  has  not  yet  been  able  to  penetrate ;  and  we  repudiate 
the  want  of  manlinefw  that  shrinks  from  giving  its  testimony 
when  once  convinced,  through  an  apprehension  of  being  de- 
rided, as  weaker  than  those  wlio  withhold  their  belied  Wo 
know  that  our  own  thoughts  have  been  explained  and  rendered, 
by  a  soiunambule,  under  circumstances  tlmt  will  not  admit  of 
any  information  by  means  known  to  us  by  other  principles; 
an«l  whatever  others  may  think  on  the  subjict,  we  are  perfectly 
Conscious  that  no  collusion  did  or  could  exist  Whyi  then,  are 
we  to  despise  the  poor  Indian  beeause  he  still  fancied  le  Bour- 
don could  hold  communication  uith  his  bees?  We  happen  to 
be  better  infonned,  and  there  may  be  InMugs  who  are  aware  of 
the  as  yet  hidileii  laws  of  animal  imignetism — hitlden  as  respects 
ourselves,  thtmgli  known  to  them — an<l  who  fully  Ci»mprehend 
various  mistakes  and  misappreheusifms  connected  with  oor  im- 
pres>ions  on  this  subject,  that  escape  our  means  of  detection.  It 
U  not  surj»ri«»iug,  therefi»re,  that  Peter,  in  his  emergency,  turned 
to  those  bre.N  in  the  hope  that  they  might  prove  of  assistance, 
or  that  Mar;x*'ry  silently  rebuked  him  for  the  weakness,  in  the 
m.'uinrr  mmtioued. 

Altht>ugh  It  Wits  >till  light,  the  sun  was  near  setting  when  the 
«-ani»es  gliih'd  into  the  river.  Ft>rtunately  for  the  fugitives,  the 
banks  wtru  drits.^ly  wooded,  an<l  the  stream  of  great  width-— « 
little  lake,  in  fart  —and  there  was  not  nmch  danger  of  their  iNung 
M-en  until  tlu'y  got  near  the  mt»uth;  nor  then,  even,  should 
tli«-y  once  gft  within  the  cover  of  the  wild  rice,  and  of  the 
ni-^lh's.  Tlu-rc  was  no  retreat,  however;  and  after  paddling 
>onif  di>«tan<'c,  in  opUt  tt»  git  beyond  the  obsen'atiou  of  any 
M-out  who  nii;:ht  approarh  the  phice  where  they  had  last  been 
b>.<  1),  the  canoes  were  brought  close  together,  and  suffered  to 


•..»;ftnaty  »  V*  /.  ^cYi  *  ^^  _-.toat»aVy  »» . .  _  vert  «' 


\ 


!.• 


^cci«cdto        ^^^dcdvio*     A\9CovCt«^'.    AeVf  »***^ri\\  W** 
^atvd.      »^"  ,  „  nvcr  *  ^     ^  n»o  A»«f  J      ^ng  «"*' 


TIIR      C»AE      OrKNINOB.  46^$ 

nur  hero,  niul  one  that  would  have  l>eon  keenly  foil  at  any  other 
time ;  but  just  then,  he  had  interests  ao  much  more  important 
to  pn>tcct,  that  he  thought  and  wiid  little  ahout  this  mishap. 
The  circunistanre  which  j^ave  him  the  mo«t  concern  was  this : 
Peter  stated  that  I  War's  Meat  had  directed  abont  a  dozen  of 
his  roimg  men  to  keep  watch,  day  and  night,  in  canoes,  near 
tlie  mouth  of  the  river,  lying  in  wait  among  the  wild  rice,  like 
so  many  snakes  in  the  grass. 

Tlie  party  was  so  nmch  interented  in  this  conversation  that, 
almost  insensibly  to  themselves,  thoy  had  dropped  down  to  the 
beginning  of  the  rushes  and  rit-e,  and  had  got  rather  dangerous- 
ly near  to  the  critical  point  of  their  passaged  As  it  was  itill 
daylight,  Peter  now  proposed  pushing  the  canoes  in  among 
the  plantA,  and  there  remaining  until  it  might  bo  safer  to  move. 
This  was  done,  ac(;ordingly,  and  in  a  minute  or  two  all  three 
of  the  little  barks  wore  concealed  within  the  cover. 

The  question  now  was  whether  the  fugitives  had  been  ob- 
S4*r\'cd,  hut  suffered  to  a<lvanoe,  as  every  foot  they  descended 
i\w,  stream  w.'lh  taking  them  nearer  to  their  fi>es.  Peter  did  not 
conceal  his  apprehension  on  tliis  point,  since  ho  deemed  it  im- 
probable that  any  n*aoh  near  the  month  of  the  KaLunaioo  was 
without  lU  look-ouU,  at  a  moment  so  interesting.  Such  was, 
indeed,  the  fiict,  as  wiis  afterward  ascertained ;  but  the  young 
men  who  ha<l  seen  Peter  and  Maiger}',  had  given  the  alarm, 
passing  the  word  where  the  fugitives  were  to  be  found,  and  the 
sentinels  alontr  this  pitrtion  of  tlie  stream  had  deserted  their 
stations,  in  order  t4>  1m»  in  at  the  capture.  Bj  such  delicate 
and  unfori\<«<M'n  means  d«>eA  Providence  often  protect  those  who 
anr  the  sulgeets  of  its  es|Hvial  care,  baffling  the  calcniationa  of 
art,  by  its  own  quiet  control  of  events. 

The  bee-hunter  had  a  feverish  desire  to  be  moving.  After 
renijiining  in  the  cover  about  half-an-hour,  he  proposed  thai 
they  should  get  the  canoes  into  one  of  the  open  paiaagea,  of 
whii'h  tbcrt>  were  many  among  the  plants,  and  proceed.  Peter 
had  nittre  of  tlie  patit>nee  of  an  Indian,  and  deemed  the  hour 
t4>o  early.     r»ut  lo  l^ounion  was  not  yet  entirely  (roe  from  die- 
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trust  of  his  companion,  and  telling  Gcrsbom  to  follow,  he  began 
paddling  down  one  of  the  passages  mentioned.  This  decisive 
st-[)  compelled  the  rest  to  follow,  or  to  separate  from  their 
( >»mpanions.     They  chose  to  do  the  first. 

Had  le  Bourdon  possessed  more  self-command,  and  remaiQcd 
stationary  a  little  longer,  he  would,  in  all  probability,  have  ea- 
cai>ed  altogether  from  a  very  serious  danger  that  he  was  now 
compelled  to  run.  Although  there  were  many  of  the  open  places 
among  the  plant^^,  they  did  not  always  communicjite  with  each 
other,  and  it  became  necessary  to  force  the  canoes  through  little 
thickets,  in  order  to  get  out  of  one  into  another,  keeping  the 
general  direction  of  descending  the  river.  It  was  while  effect- 
ing the  first  of  these  changes,  that  the  agitation  of  the  tops 
of  the  plants  caught  the  eye  (►f  a  look-out  on  the  shore. 
Ily  signals,  understood  among  themselves,  this  man  commuiil- 
cat<;d  his  discovery  to  a  canoe  that  was  acting  as  one  of  the 
guard-boats,  thus  giving  a  general  alarm  along  the  whole  line 
of  sentinels,  as  well  as  to  the  chiefs  down  at  the  hut  or  at  tho 
mouth  of  the  river.  The  fierce  delight  with  which  this  news 
was  re<'eived,  after  so  long  a  delay,  became  ungovernable,  and 
pn'>ently  yells  and  cries  filled  the  air,  proceeding  from  botli 
bides  of  the  stream,  as  well  as  from  the  river  itself. 

There  Wiis  not  a  white  person  in  those  canoes  who  did  not 
cout^eive  that  their  jmrty  was  lost,  when  this  clamor  was  heard. 
With  Peter  it  was  <litfereiit.  Instead  of  admitting  of  alarm,  he 
turneil  all  his  faculties  to  use.  While  le  Bourdon  himself  was 
nearly  in  despair,  Peter  w;is  listening  with  his  nice  ears,  to 
catt.-h  the  points  on  the  river  whence  the  yells  arose.  For  the 
banks  he  cared  nothing.  The  danger  was  from  the  canoes.  By 
the  keenness  of  his  faculties,  the  chief  ascertained  that  there 
were  four  canoes  out,  and  that  they  would  have  to  run  the 
gauntlet  between  them,  or  escape  would  be  hopeless.  By' the 
sounds  he  also  became  certain  that  these  four  canoes  were  in 
the  rice,  two  on  each  side  of  the  river,  and  there  they  would 
prohably  remain,  in  expectation  that  the  fugitives  would  be 
most  likely  to  come  down  in  the  cover. 
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The  decision  of  Peter  was  made  in  a  moment.  It  was  now 
quite  dark,  and  thoiie  who  were  in  canoes  within  the  rico  could 
not  well  MiG  the  middle  of  the  stream,  even  by  daylight.  Ho 
determined,  therefore,  to  take  the  very  centre  of  the  river,  giv- 
ing hid  direction-s  to  that  effect  with  precision  and  clearness. 
Tlie  females  he  onlere*!  to  lie  down,  each  in  her  own  canoe, 
while  their  husbands  alone  were  to  remain  visible.  Peter  hoped 
that,  in  the  darkness,  le  Bourdon  and  Gershom  might  pass  for 
Indians,  on  the  look-out,  and  under  his  own  immediate  com- 
mand. 

One  very  important  fact  was  ascertained  by  le  Bourdon,  as 
soon  as  these  amuigements  were  explained  and  complote<l.  The 
wind  on  the  lake  was  blowing  from  the  south,  and  of  course 
was  favorable  to  those  who  desired  to  proceed  in  the  opposite 
direction.  Tins  he  communicated  to  Margery  in  a  low  tone, 
endeavoring  to  encourage  her  by  all  the  means  in  his  power. 
In  return,  the  young  wife  niutteriMl  a  few  encouraging  words  to 
her  husband.  Kvery  meanure  was  understood  between  the  par- 
ties. In  the  event  of  a  dix^ovcry,  the  canoes  were  to  bury 
themselves  in  the  rice,  taking  ditferent  directions,  each  man 
acting  for  himself.  A  place  of  rendezvous  was  appointed  out- 
side, at  a  head-land  known  to  Gershom  and  le  Ik>urdon,  and 
signals  were  agree* I  on,  by  which  the  latest  arrival  might  know 
that  all  w:is  s'lfe,  there.  Tliesi*  {>oints  were  settled  as  the  canoes 
lloatetl  >lowly  down  the  stream. 

Peter  took  and  kept  the  lead.  The  night  was  star-lit  and 
<'lear,  but  there  was  no  moon.  <>u  the  water,  this  maile  bat 
little  ditf'ereiice,  i»bjects  not  being  visible  at  any  material  dia- 
tan«*e.  T}it>  chief  gi>verued  the  speed,  which  was  mt^leratc,  but 
ri'giilar.  At  tlu*  rate  he  wa<«  now  going,  it  would  require  about 
an  hour  to  carry  the  canoes  into  the  lake.  Hut  nearly  all  of  that 
hour  nuHt  pa^^^  in  the  midst  of  enemies! 

Half  <»f  the  perliMl  ju>t  mentioned  elapsed,  positively  wit  boat 
an  alarm  of  uny  sort.  l>y  this  time,  the  party  was  abreast  of 
the  >pot  where  Gershom  and  le  Bourdon  liail  secreted  the  canoes 
in  the  fonu«'r  advent un*  at  the  mouth  of  Uic  river.     Ou  the 
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sliorcft,  however,  a  very  ilitfcTcnt  scene  now  offered.  Then,  the 
fire  burned  brightly  in  the  hut,  and  the  savages  could  be  seen 
by  it"*  light.  Now,  all  was  not  only  dark,  but  still  as  death. 
There  wtis  no  longer  any  cry,  sound,  alarm,  or  foot-fisdl,  audible. 
The  very  air  seemed  charged  with  uncertainty,  and  its  offspring, 
apprehension. 

As  they  approached  nearer  and  nearer  to  what  was  conceived 
to  be  the  most  critical  point  in  the  passage,  the  canoes  got  closer 
together ;  so  close,  indeed,  that  le  Bourdon  and  Gershom  might 
coniuuiiiicate  in  very  guarded  tones.  The  utmost  care  was 
taken  to  avoid  making  any  noise,  since  a  light  and  careless  blow 
from  a  paddle,  on  the  side  of  a  canoe,  would  be  almost  certain, 
now,  to  betray  them.  Margery  and  Dorothy  could  no  longer 
control  their  feelings,  and  each  rose  in  her  seat,  raising  her  body 
so  as  to  bring  her  head  above  the  gunwale  of  the  canoe,  if  a 
bark  canoe  can  be  said  to  have  a  gunwale  at  all.  They  even 
whispered  to  each  other,  endeavoring  to  glean  encouragement 
by  sympathy.  At  this  instant,  occurred  the  crisis  in  their  at- 
tempt to  es(\'ipe. 
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CHAPTER  XXIX- 

**  Fof  an  liuttiB  tet<  fh«  ituipeB^  bft  wi^ 
WlUt  mimUat  ntlnd  l»uUi  nLgbt  ft&d  daj : 
Bha  Aeutiii  Ui  holtJ  bi^7  home  It)  r^&w  ; 
And  lAlls  u  If  lli'j  path  alie  kili^v, 
&«  CAlm  md  BtAX«l J  Ld  li«r  motton 
JLcron  tW  uj)Xqif.haiudd,  tracktcM  w«iia:>^ 

It  liAs  been  said  that  Peter  waa  in  advance.  When  his  canoe 
was  nearly  abreast  of  the  usual  landing  at  the  hut,  he  eaw  two 
canoes  coming  out  from  among  the  rice,  and  distant  from  him 
not  more  than  a  hundred  yards.  At  a  greater  distance,  indeed, 
it  would  not  have  been  easy  to  distinguish  such  an  object  on  the 
water  at  all.  Instead  of  attempting  to  avoid  these  two  canoes, 
the  chief  instantly  called  to  them,  drawing  the  attention  of 
those  in  them  to  himself,  speaking  so  loud  as  to  be  easily  over- 
heard by  those  who  followed. 

**My  young  men  are  too  late,"  he  said.  "The  pale-faces 
have  been  seen  in  the  openings  above  by  our  warriors,  and  must 
soon  be  here.  Let  us  land,  and  be  ready  to  meet  them  at  the 
wigwam." 

Peter's  voice  was  immediately  recognized.'  The  confident, 
quiet,  natural  manner  iu  which  he  spoke,  served  to  mislead 
those  in  the  canoes  ;  and  when  he  joined  them,  and  entered  the 
passage  among  the  rice  that  led  to  the  landing,  preceding  the 
others,  the  last  followed  him  as  regularly  as  the  colt  follows  its 
dam.  Le  Bourdon  heard  the  conversation,  and  understood  the 
movement,  though  he  could  not  see  the  canoes.  Peter  con- 
tinued talking  aloud,  as  he  went  up  the  passage,  receiving  an- 
swers to  all  he  said  from  his  new  companions,  his  voice  serving 
to  let  the  fugitives  know  precisely  where  they  were.     All  this 
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was  understood  and  improved  by  the  last,  who  lost  no  time  id 
turning  the  adventure  to  account. 

Tlie  firsit  impulse  of  le  Bourdon  had  been  to  turn  and  fly  up 
stream.  15ut,  ascertaining  that  these  dangerous  enemies  were 
so  fully  occupied  by  Peter  as  not  to  see  the  canoes  behind,  he 
merely  inchned  a  little  toward  the  other  side  of  the  channel, 
and  slacikened  his  rate  of  movement,  in  order  not  to  come  too  _ 

near.     The  instant  he  was  satisfied  that  all  three  of  the  canoes        j~ 

iu  advance  had  entered  the  passage  mentioned,  and  were  mov _ 

iug  toward  the  landing,  he  let  out,  and  glided  down  stream  liW.^ ^ 

an  arrow.  It  recpiired  but  half  a  minute  to  cross  the  nprnirfc  ^  ^ 
of  the  passiige,  but  Peter's  conversation  kept  his  followers  locW'^^^^^t- 
ing  ahead,  which  greatly  lessened  the  risL  Le  Bourdon^sh^^^^K-^^^ 
wiis  in  his  mouth  several  times,  while  thus  running  the  guunt'^^k^P^ct, 
as  it  might  be ;  but  fortune  favored  them  ;  or,  as  Margery  m_  -denote 
])iously  understood  the  circumstances,  a  Divine  Providence  led 

them  in  safety  pjist  the  danger. 

At  the  mouth  of  the  river  both  le  Bourdon  and  OAral-  ---^"^,^=^\\otP 
thought  it  highly  probable  that  they  should  fall  in  with  i^n^c^^  more 
look-outs,  and  ea(;h  prepared  his  arms  for  a  fight.  Rnl  _-m-  ^-it  nc 
ciiiioe  was  there,  and  the  fugitives  were  soon  in  the  ^  *^  lake. 
!Mi(!higan  is  a  large  body  of  water,  and  a  bark  canoe  is  l^^m^zzW  but  a 
frail  craft  to  put  to  sea  in,  when  there  is  any  wind  or  con  ^tm  m  wimp. 
tioii.  On  the  present  occasion,  there  was  a  good  deal  of  l^  ^^  ^z±>o(J . 
so  much  as  greatly  to  terrify  the  females.  Of  all  the  craft  kn* 
however,  one  of  these  egg-shells  is  really  the  safest,  if  pro| 
managed,  among  breakers,  or  amid  the  combing  of  seas, 
have  ourselves  ridden  in  them  safely  through  a  surf  that  W4 
have  swamped  the  best  man-of-war  cutter  that  ever  float 
an<l  done  it,  too,  without  taking  on  board  as  much  watei 
would  serve  to  wash  one's  hands.  The  light  vessel  floats  on  Sq 
little  of  the  element,  indeed,  that  the  foam  of  a  large  sea  bda 
s(.*an'c  a  elianee  of  (jetting  above  it,  or  aboard  it;  the  great  point 
in  tiie  handling  being  to  prevent  the  canoe  from  falling  broad, 
si<le  to.  By  keeping  it  end-on  to  the  sea,  in  our  opinion,  ^ 
smart  gale  might  be  weathered  in  one  of  these  craft,  provide^ 
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the  endurance  of  a  man  could  bear  up  against  the  unceasing 
wat(!hfulnc8.s  and  incessant  labor  of  sweeping  with  the  paddle,  in 
order  to  prevent  broaching  to. 

Lq  Bourdon,  it  has  been  said,  was  very  skilful  in  the  mmo- 
as^ement  of  his  craft ;  and  Gershom,  now  perforce  a  sober  and 
useful  nian,  was  not  much  behind  him  in  this  particolar.  The 
fonnor  had  foreseen  this  very  difficulty,  and  made  all  bis  ar- 
rangements to  counteract  it  No  sooner,  therefore,  did  ha 
find  the  cauoes  in  rough  water  than  he  brought  them  together, 
8idc  by  side,  and  lashed  them  there.  This  greatly 
tlie  danger  of  capsizing,  though  it  increased  the  labor  of  i 
aging  the  craft  when  dLnpused  to  turn  broadside  to.  It  only  re- 
mained  to  get  sail  on  the  catamaran,  for  some  such  thing  wae  it 
now,  ill  order  to  keep  ahead  of  the  sea  as  mach  m  potaible. 
Light  cotton  lugH  were  soon  spread,  one  in  each  canoe,  and 
away  they  went,  as  sailors  term  it,  wing  and  wingi 

It  was  now  much  eiisier  steering,  though  untiring  vigilance  was 
still  necessary.  A  boat  may  ap]>ear  to  fly,  and  yet  the  **  send 
of  the  hea**  aIiuU  ^lanec  ahead  i»f  it  with  the  velocity  of  a  bird. 
Nothing  that  goes  through,  or»;i,  the  water — and  the  last  is  the 
phrasi'  best  suited  to  the  floating  of  a  bark  canoe-— can  ever  be 
m:ide  to  keep  company  with  that  feathery  foam,  which,  under 
the  !<everal  iiaiiies  of  '*  white-caps** — an  iu-shore  and  labber*a 
term — ''combs,**  ''  breaking  of  the  seas,*'  ^the  wash,**etc.,  etCi^ 
glan(*es  by  a  vessel  in  a  blow,  or  comes  on  board  her  even  when 
she  is  running  before  it  We  have  often  watched  these  clouds 
of  water,  as  they  have  shot  ahead  of  us,  when  ploughing  our 
own  ten  or  eleven  knot  thioogii  the  brine,  and  they  have  ever 
appeared  to  us  as  so  mwiy  narfuj  admonishen  of  what  the  power 
of  (  ukI  is,  as  compared  to  the  power  of  man.  The  last  shall 
construct  his  ship,  flt  her  with  all  the  appliances  of  his  utmost 
art  '^l  her  with  tlie  seaman*s  skill,  and  force  her  through  her 
element  with  something  like  railroad  speed;  yet  will  the  seas 
*'  send'*  their  feathery  creslB  past  her,  like  so  many  dolphins,  or 
})or|>oiHes,  sporting  under  her  fore-foot  It  is  this  following  sen 
which  becomes  so  very  dangerous  in  heavy  gales,  and  which 
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eompek  the  krigMt  fthi|M  fir«^i>ccitlj  to  )ici«re-t4J,  in  i 
they  tn^y  [»fo«etii  their  bowA  to  iii  diaiMt  f^eiiiUeii  poviav 

But  our  adventurers  luul  nu  tmch  g4li»  n  Uioto  ivm 
Any  aitcli  s«ii«  to  withxtAiicl.  *tht  wmi  Uev  6mIi 
ioiitii,  mid  Miebi^ti]  emu  g^l  itp  m  flEfy  v«^piM!td»k  «li«B 
need.  LUc«>  tlie  !i<u4A  in  hU  th^  gfeU  laktt*  ll  wai  ilioft^  so 
Uie  war(t(3  for  tlmt  Tlio  krger  tlie  «K{i«iims  «f  irafier 
whlcb  tbe  u  hid  piiaat^j  tbe  boger  ii  the  mmf  and  thd  • 
It  for  the  ship  ta  Hde  on  iU  Tlio«e  ol  Imkt  MMagm^  1mi 
OYor,  were  quite  long  €uoQgh  Cbr  t  hmrk  ouvoe,  and  g^  i 
w«r«  botlt  Msigory  attd  Donnliy  when  tli«y  ftmod  thaar  U 
liltid  ?t4«rif  tallied  U)|£0tlier«  and  woirfof  ab  act  of  iiiof«  i 
ty  thftQ  wi^  commoii  to  ibflA.  ho  Bomdon*!  m1  vi» 
ipresd^  and  it  produced  mn  immediate  l^Uef  from  tbo  ' 
of  ilie  WAVC4^  Th«  drift  of  a  bsrk  ousoiii  to  a  iOMSt  blow,  it 
coo^idorAhld,  it  haviiig  no  hold  nit  tlie  wntor  to  raalii  H;  bm 
0ur  adrenttir^n;  fairly  Acw  mi  MKiti  •»  lite  DOtloa  ololli  «•■ 
O£enod«  Tiie  wind  boiajre^^Hy  mhiUi,  bj  stitrii^  doe  apllfc^ 
w  dsid  brfom  it,  it  wai^  Ifiund  po^sftibla  U>  cfOff  tli«  mII  bi  ibo 
ly&er  c&noiflv  borne  out  on  thA  oppoviie  tida  ;  md  from  iIm  mo- 
ment tbst  WIS  oponodt  ^  the  dtfleoltf  wm  redneod  lo  «ta>I^ 
»@  "  imaLI/'  ifl  jMtinwti  t€rtn  it«  a»  to  prvfMil  out  or  tlio  olhtf 
of  ibu  kgi  from  jiliing.  iUd  tkk  oetMrradt  bawovvt;  ao 
?«if  MtkHW  ooti«#q«#iio«t  wadd  hMim  follow^fl,  tha  |n'eaiisti*« 
tilEttii  of  lafliiiig  tlio  emit  together,  rendiffii^  fia|Hi[iity  nost  to 
impotMblo. 

Thi?  Kulaomoo  and  tt»  nuiQtli  wevt  iit^m  fax  b«^Jtiiid,  ind  b 
Boufdon  no  bnn^  felt  IIm  Usiiat  appr^uuniaii  ti^  liie  mMapm 
3A  b  ti.  Tbt^  Itidijiiui  mm  nui  boKd  iMV^ilriiii^  and  ko  IbH 
OMtiiii  lliiil  tibe  kko  wn*  too  nttigU  for  tlio  mrrngp^  U>  rx!O$0m 
mAf  wMh  hh  own  e^mr^  gmtliLftlly  ctfriad  btai  olf  Ibo  hatd^ 
oad  ovl  of  ibe  trai-k  af  aay  lliit^  lluii  kmjfi  m^r  iha  tiuvm.  A 
■liort  ltin«  prodaced  a  ittMO  iif  Moiitity,  Md  Um  wltut  appatf^ 
ing  t4>  ^f  ifMUuid  of  itiei«aiiii|f  m  f lolmiHi,  il  mm  «imi«  arau^iBd 
tlmt  c»n»  tyf  thii  fnitii  tbould  ilaeiit  wMle  Uiit  iilbcr  loy ked  lo  i^ 
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It  was  about  nine  o'clock  when  the  fngitivee  made  aail,  off 
the  month  of  the  Kalamazoo ;  and,  at  the  ratorn  of  ligliti 
seven  hours  later,  they  were  more  than  forty  miles  ftom  the 
place  of  Atartin^.  The  wind  ntill  ntood,  with  symptoms  of 
growinj]^  fresher  apiin  as  the  mm  rose,  and  the  land  eonld  jost 
be  wen  in  the  eastern  board,  the  coast  in  that  direetion  hsring 
made  a  considerable  curvature  inland.  This  had  bronglit  the 
canoes  farther  fn>m  the  land  than  le  Bourdon  wished  to  be,  but 
he  could  not  materially  change  his  course  without  taking  in  one 
of  his  sails.  As  nmch  variation  was  made,  however,  as  was 
pnident,  and  by  nine  o'clock,  or  twelve  hours  after  entering  the 
lake,  the  canoes  a^in  drew  near  to  the  shore,  which  met  them 
ahead.  By  the  bee-hunter* s  calculations,  they  were  now  about 
seventy  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  Kalamasoo,  having  psMed 
the  outlets  of  two  or  three  of  the  hngest  streams  of  tboae 
rejjions. 

Tlie  fu[ntives  selected  a  favorable  spot,  and  landed  behind  a 
heaiMaiid  that  ^vo  them  a  sufficient  lee  for  the  canoes.  Tliej 
had  now  n^at^hod  a  point  where  the  coast  trends  a  little  to  the 
east  wan  i,  which  brought  the  wind  in  a  slight  degree  off  the 
land.  T]\U  cliangi*  pnuluced  no  very  great  effect  on  the  aeaay 
but  it  enabled  tbe  <*anoes  to  keep  close  to  the  shore,  making 
s«>metliiri^  of  a  lee  for  them.  This  they  did  about  noon,  after 
having  lighted  a  fire,  caught  some  fish  in  a  small  stream,  killed 
a  tlei^r  and  tlressed  it,  and  cooked  enough  provisions  to  last  for 
two  or  three  days.  Tlie  canoes  were  now  separated  again ;  it 
lH*ing  e&<«ier  to  managi^  them  in  that  state  than  when  lashed  to- 
gether, l>esides  enabling  them  to  carry  both  sails.  The 
north  they  got  the  more  of  a  lee  was  found,  thoogli  it  was 
phu.'c  sufficient  to  bring  smooth  water. 

In  this  manner  several  more  hours  were  passed,  and  six  i 
as  many  more  miles  were  made  in  distance.  When  le  Bomdoa 
again  landetl,  which  he  did  shortly  before  the  son  ael«  he  cal- 
euluted  his  distance  fn>ni  the  month  of  the  Kalamaaoo  to  be 
rathiT  more  than  a  hundred  miles.  His  principal  object  was  to 
aik-end  a  blutf  and  to  Uke  a  look  at  the  coast,  in  order  to  tx« 
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amine  it  for  canoes.  This  his  glass  enabled  him  to  do  with 
s<)ni('  accuracy,  and  when  he  rejoined  the  party,  he  was  rejoiced 
to  have  it  in  his  power  to  report  that  the  coast  was  clear.  After 
refreshing  themselves,  the  canoes  were  again  brought  t<^thcr, 
in  order  to  divi<le  the  watches,  and  a  new  start  was  made  for 
the  night.  In  this  manner  did  our  adventurers  make  their  way 
to  the  northward  for  two  nights  and  days,  landing  often,  to 
tish,  hunt,  rest,  and  cook,  as  well  as  to  examine  the  coast.  At 
the  end  of  the  time  mentionc<l,  the  celebrated  straits  of  the 
Micliillimackinac,  or  Mackinaw,  as  they  are  almost  universally 
termed,  came  in  sight.  The  course  had  been  gradually  chang- 
in;T  toward  tlie  eastward,  and,  luckily  for  the  progress  of  the 
fui^itives,  the  wind  with  it,  leaving  them  always  a  favorable 
breeze.  But  it  was  felt  to  be  no  longer  safe  to  use  a  sail,  and 
recourse  wfis  had  to  the  paddles,  until  the  straits  and  island 
were  passed.  This  caused  some  delay,  and  added  a  good  deal 
to  the  labor;  l)ut  it  was  deemed  so  dangerous  to  display  their 
white  cotton  sails,  objects  that  might  be  seen  for  a  considerable 
distance,  that  it  wiis  thought  preferable  to  adopt  this  caution. 
Ni>r  was  it  useless.  In  consequence  of  this  foresight,  a  fleet  of 
canoes  was  passed  in  safety,  which  were  crossing  from  the  post 
at  Ma<*.kinaw  toward  the  main  land  of  Michigan.  The  number 
of  the  canoes  in  this  Heet  could  not  have  been  less  than  fifty, 
but  getting  a  timely  view  of  them,  le  Bourdon  hid  his  own 
craft  in  a  cove,  and  remained  there  until  the  danger  was  over. 

The  course  now  changed  still  more,  while  the  wind  got  qaite 
round  to  the  westward.  This  made  a  fair  wind  at  first,  and 
gave  the  canoes  a  good  lee  as  they  advanced.  Lake  Huron, 
which  was  the  water  the  fugitives  were  now  on,  lies  nearly 
j^arallel  to  Michigan,  and  the  course  was  south,  easterly.  As 
le  Bourdon  had  often  pjissed  both  ways  on  these  waters,  he  had 
his  favorite  harbors,  and  knew  those  signs  which  teach  naviga- 
tors how  to  make  their  prognostics  of  the  weather.  On  the 
wh(»le,  the  fugitives  did  very  well,  though  they  lost  two  days 
betv/een  Mackinaw  and  Saginaw  Bay ;  one  on  account  of  tho 
strengtii  of  the  wind,  and  one  on  account  of  rain.     During  the 
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last,  they  remained  in  a  hut  that  Ic  Boardon  had  himself  con- 
structed in  one  of  his  many  V4>yagC!S  ami  which  he  had  left 
f>tandin«|;.     These  empty  cabins,  or   chienihy  are   of  frcqnent 
occurrence  in  new  countries,  being  used,  like  the  Riifuges  in       jiL 
the  Alps,  by  every  traveller  as  he  has  need  of  them. 

The  :»ight  of  the  fleet  of  canoes,  in  the  straits  of  Michillimi^ 
ckinac,  caused  the  fugitives  the  only  real  trouble  they  had  felt, 
between  the  time  when  they  left  the  mouth  of  the  Kahunaioo, 
and  the  ten  days  tlmt  succeeded.  By  the  end  of  that  period 
the  party  had  crt>sscd  Saginaw,  and  was  fast  coming  up  with 
Pointe  au  //arr/Mc^,  a  land- mark  for  all  who  navigate  the  waters 
of  Huron,  wiien  a  caniH!  was  seen  coming  out  from  under  the 
land,  steerin<;  as  if  to  intercept  them.  Tliis  sight  gave  both 
coni;eni  and  pleanurc;  conccni,  :im  it  might  lead  to  a  hostile 
encounter,  and  plcanuri*,  because  the  bee-hunter  hoped  for  in- 
formation tlmt  might  be  useful  in  governing  his  future  course. 
Here  his  glass  came  in  play,  with  g<M>d  etfect.  By  means  of 
that  instrument,  it  was  so4>n  ascertaineil  that  the  strange  canoe 
contained  but  two  men,  both  Indians,  and  as  that  was  just  their 
own  force,  no  great  danger  was  apprehended  from  the  meeting. 
The  craft,  therefore,  continued  to  approach  each  other,  le  Bour- 
don keeping  his  glass  levelled  on  the  strangers,  much  of  tho 
time. 

*•  As  I  live,  yonder  are  Peter  and  Tigeonswing,"  suddenly 
exi-lainied  our  hero.  *'Tliey  have  crossed  the  Peninsula,  and 
have  come  out  from  the  point,  in  that  canoe,  to  meet  us.** 

*'\Vith  im|><>rtaiit  news,  then,  de|iend  on  it,  Benjamin/* 
answered  the  wife.  '*Tell  this  to  bmther,  that  he  and  Dolly 
may  not  feel  more  alarm  than  is  nci^ssar}'.** 

Tlie  iK-e-liunter  called  i>ut  to  his  friends  in  the  other  canoa, 
and  etiinnmnicated  the  disi^uvery  just  made.  The  two  cnft 
ket-i>iii;^  always  within  hailing  distance  of  each  other. 

'*  Tlieni  Injiiis  are  not  hero  ft>r  nothing,**  answered  Dorothy. 
**  V..U  will  find  tiny  ha\e  siimething  serious  to  say." 

**  \Vr  >liall  MH»ii  know,**  called  out  le  Bourdon.  **  Ten  min- 
utes will  bring  us  alongside  of  them.** 
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Tlie  tcu  inimites  did  tliat  inach,  and  before  the  expiration  of 
tlic  short  space,  the  three  canoes  were  fastened  together,  that 
of  Peter  being  in  the  centre.  The  bee-hunter  saw,  at  a  glance, 
that  the  expedition  of  the  Indians  liad  been  harried  ;  for  their 
canoe,  besides  being  of  very  indifferent  qualities,  was  not  pro- 
vided with  the  implements  and  conveniences  usual  to  a  voyage 
of  any  length.  Still,  lie  would  not  ask  a  question,  but  lighting 
Jiis  pipe,  after  a  few  puffs,  he  passed  it  courteously  over  to 
l*eter.  The  grimt  chief  smoked  awhile,  and  gave  it  to  Pigeonsj- 
wing,  in  his  turn,  who  appeared  to  enjoy  it  quite  as  much  as 
any  of  the  party. 

**  My  father  does  not  believe  he  is  a  Jew!"  said  le  Bourdon, 
smiling;  willing  to  commence  a  discourse,  though  still  deter- 
mined not  to  betray  a  womanish  curiosity. 

^^  We  are  poor  Injins,  Bourdon  ;  juss  as  the  Great  Spirit 
made  us.  I)at  bess.  Can't  lielp  what  Manitou  do.  If  he 
don't  make  us  Jew,  canlt  be  Jew.  If  he  make  us  Injin,  mnss 
1)0  Injin.  For  my  part,  b'lieve  I'm  Injin,  and  don^t  want  to 
be  pale-face.  Can  love  pale-face,  now,  juss  as  well  as  love 
Injin.'' 

*'0h,  I  hope  this  is  true,  Peter,"  exclaimed  Margery,  her 
liandsome  face  flushing  with  delight,  at  hearing  these  words. 
*'  So  long  as  your  licart  tells  you  this,  be  certain  that  the  Spirit 
of  God  is  in  you." 

I'eter  made  no  answer,  but  he  looked  profoundly  impressed 
with  the  novel  feeling  that  had  taken  possession  of  his  soal. 
As  for  the  bee-hunter,  he  did  not  meddle  with  Margery^s  con- 
victions or  emotions  on  such  subjects,  resembling,  in  this  par- 
ticular, most  men,  who,  however  indifferent  to  religion  in  their 
own  }>orsons,  are  never  sorry  to  find  that  their  wives  profoundly 
submit  to  its  influence.  After  a  short  pause,  a  species  of  hom- 
age involuntarily  paid  to  the  subject,  he  thought  he  might  now 
incjuire  into  the  circumstances  that  brought  the  Indians  on  their 
route,  without  incurring  the  imputation  of  a  weak  and  impatient 
curiosity.  In  reply,  Peters  story  was  soon  told.  He  had  re- 
joined the  chiefs  without  exciting  distrust,  and  all  had  waited 
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ibr  the  young  men  to  bring  in  the  captives.  As  iooD  ••  it  mm 
ascertained  that  the  intended  victims  had  escaped,  and  bj  water, 
parties  proceeded  to  difTcrent  points,  in  order  to  intereept  tiienL 
Home  followed  in  canoes,  but  being  less  hM  in  their  navigation 
than  the  bee-hnnter,  they  did  not  make  the  straits  until  sooi^ 
time  after  the  (bgitives  had  passed.  Peter,  himself  had  joued 
Bear*s  Meat,  and  some  twenty  warriors  who  had  crosted  the  hJ* 
Peninsnla,  procored  canoes  at  the  head  of  Saginaw  Baj,  tad  **/' 
had  come  oat  at  Pointe  au  Barques^  the  verj  spot  our  pirt^  •  ^ 

was  now  approaching,  three  days  before  ita'arrivaL 

Tired  with  waiting,  and  uncertain  whether  his  enenuea  had 
not  got  the  start  of  him,  Beards  Meat  had  goae  into  the  fiver 
below,  intending  to  keep  his  watch  there,  kaving  Peter  fli  the 
Pointe,  with  three  yonng  men  and  one  eaaoe,  to  have  a  Imdc- 
out  These  young  men  the  great  chief  had  fooad 
for  Mnding  to  the  head  of  the  Bay,  in  quest  of  \ 
which  left  him,  of  course,  quite  alone  on  the  Pointe. 
had  the  yonng  men  got  out  of  s^t,  ere  ^geonswing  joined 
hift  confederate,  for  it  seems  that  this  faithful  friend  had  kepi 
on  tho  skirts  of  the  enemy  the  whole  time,  travelling  hundfada 
of  miles,  and  enduring  hunger  and  fiuigue,  l>eaides  risUiig  Ua 
life  at  nearly  every  step,  in  order  to  be  of  use  to  those  whom  he 
considered  himself  pledged  to  serve. 

Of  courHc,  Peter  and  Pigeonswing  understood  eaeh  other. 
One  hour  after  they  joined  company,  the  eanoaa  of  the  tof^ 
tives  came  in  sight,  and  were  immediately  recogniied  by  1 
sailH.    Tlicy  were  met,  as  has  been  mentioned,  and  the  < 
tioriA  that  wo  have  given  were  made  before  the  pntj  Isndad  ii 
the  l*ointe. 

It  was  something  to  know  where  the  risk  was  to  ha  iffnh 
hendod ;  but  le  Bourdon  foresaw  great  daager.  Ha  had  htunght 
his  canoes  already,  quite  five  hundred  milea,  along  a  1 
coast — thmigh  a  little  craft,  like  one  of  those  he  aav 
less  rink,  perhaps  than  a  laiger  vessel,  siBce  a  shatter  mighty  ai 
any  tiiiio,  ho  found  within  a  reasonable  distanee  for  it  ¥mm 
Pointe  au  Banjucs  to  the  outlet  of  the  bke  waa  leas  than  a  hoa- 
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dreJ  miles  more.  This  outlet  was  a  river,  as  it  is  called — a 
Btrait,  in  fact — which  communicates  with  the  small  shallow  lake 
of  St.  Clair,  by  a  passage  of  some  thirty  miles  in  length. 
Then  the  lake  St.  Clair  was  to  be  crossed,  about  an  equal  dia- 
tiince,  when  the  canoes  would  come  out  in  what  is  called  the 
Detroit  river,  a  strait  again,  iis  its  name  indicates.  Some  six  or 
eight  miles  down  this  passage,  and  on  its  western  side,  stands 
the  city  of  Detroit,  then  a  village  of  no  great  extent,  with  a  fort 
better  situated  to  repel  an  attack  of  the  savages,  than  to  with- 
Btand  a  siege  of  white  men.  This  place  was  now  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  British,  and,  according  to  le  Bourdon's  notion,  it 
w;is  scarcely  less  dangerous  to  him  than  the  hostility  of  Beards 
Meat  and  his  companions. 

Delay,  however,  was  quite  as  dangerous  as  any  thing  else. 
After  cooking  and  eating,  therefore,  the  canoes  continued  their 
course,  Peter  and  Pigeonswing  accompanying  them,  though 
they  abandoned  their  own  craft.  Peter  went  with  the  bee- 
hunter  and  Margery,  while  the  Chippewa  took  a  seat  and  a  pad- 
dle in  the  oanoe  of  Gershom.  This  change  was  made,  in  order 
to  put  a  double  power  in  each  canoe,  since  it  was  possible  that 
downright  speed  might  become  the  only  means  of  safety. 

The  wind  still  stood  at  the  westwfird,  and  the  rate  of  sailing 
was  rapi<l.  About  the  close  of  the  day  the  party  drew  near  to 
the  outlet,  when  Peter  directed  the  wiils  t<i  be  taken  in.  This 
was  done  to  prevent  their  being  seen,  a  precaution  that  was 
now  aitled  by  keeping  as  near  to  the  shore  as  possible,  where 
objeets  so  small  and  low  would  be  very  apt  to  be  confounded 
with  others  on  the  land. 

It  was  <iiiite  dark  when  the  canoes  entered  the  St.  Clair 
river.  Favored  by  the  current  and  the  wind,  their  progress  was 
rapid,  and  ere  the  day  returneil,  changing  his  direction  from 
the  course  ordinarily  taken,  IVter  entered  the  lake  by  a  circuit- 
ous pa»aLre  ;  one  of  the  many  that  lead  from  the  river  to  the 
lake,  among  acpiatie  plants  that  form  a  perfect  shelt<ir.  This 
detour  save<l  the  fugitives  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  one 
party  <jf  their   enemies,  as  wjis   afterward  ascertained  by  the 
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InduuM.  Bear's  Meat  had  left  two  canoes,  each  manaed  by 
five  warriors,  to  watch  the  principal  passages  into  Lake  Si  Clair, 
not  anticipating  that  any  particular  cantion  would  be  used  hj 
the  bee-hunter  and  his  friends,  at  this  great  dlalanoe  from  the 
place  where  they  had  escaped  from  their  foes.  But  the  amval 
of  Peter,  his  sagacity,  and  knowledge  of  Indian  habita,  pfe> 
Tented  the  result  that  was  expected.  The  canoes  got  into  tlie 
lake  unseen,  and  crossed  it  a  little  diagonally,  so  as  to  reach  tlie 
Gani|da  nhorc  in  the  middle  of  the  afternoon  of  the  sueeeediiig 
day,  uMTkg  their  sails  only  when  far  from  land,  and  not  eipoaed 
to  watchful  eyes.  ''V        - .  ^  ^ 

Tlie  bee-hunter  and  his  friends  landed  that  afternoon  al  tiM   '  . '    y 
cabin  of  a  Canadian  Frenchman,  on  the  shore  of  the  lake,  and 
at  a  Mifc  distance  from  the  outlet  which  led  still  fhrtlMr  aoatk 
Here  the  females  were  hospitably  received,  and  treated  with  tiiat 
kindncsM  which  marks  the  character  of  the  Canadian  VnnA, 
It  mattered  little  to  these  simple  people,  whether  the  trsfdlen 
were  of  the  hoHtile  nation  or  not     It  is  true,  they  did  not  like 
the  *'  Yankec^**  a8  all  Americans  are  termed  by  them,  hot  they 
were  not  particularly  in  love  with  their  English  masters.     It      *^**^ 
wa^  well  enough  to  be  repossessed  of  both  banks  of  the  Detrat,      -  Wf . 
for  both  banks  were  then  peopled  principally  by  their  own  race,  . . ..  ^  «^ 
the  descendants  of  Frenchmen  of  the  time  of  Loois  XIV.,  and 
who  still  preserved  much  of  the  language,  and  many  of  the 
UMigofi,  of  the  French  of  tliat  period.     They  spoke  then,  as 
now,  only  the  language  of  their  fathers. 

The  bee-hunter  left  the  cottage  of  these  simple  and  hospita- 
ble people,  a»  soon  as  the  night  was  fairiy  set  in ;  or,  rallier,  as 
soon  a<«  a  young  moon  had  gone  down.  Peter  now  took  the 
command,  steering  the  canoe  of  le  Bonrdoa,  while  GenboM 
followed  so  cloM  as  to  keep  the  bow  of  hia  little  eratt  williia 
reach  of  the  Indian*s  arm.  In  lees  than  an  boor  the  IhgUivia 
reached  the  opening  of  the  river,  which  is  here  divided  iaia 
two  clianiielH  by  a  Urge  iahmd.  On  that  very  iilaad,  and  ii 
that  precise  moment,  was  Bear*s  Meat  lying  b  wait  far  their 
appearance,  provided  with  three  canoes,  each  havinf  a  eraw  of 
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six  in  on.  It  would  have  been  easy  for  this  chief  to  go  to  De- 
troit, and  give  tlie  alarm  to  the  savages  who  were  then  col- 
lected there  in  a  large  force,  and  to  have  made  sach  a  dispo- 
sition of  the  canoes  as  would  have  rendered  escape  by  water  im- 
posiiible ;  but  this  would  have  been  robbing  himself  and  hia 
friends  of  all  the  credit  of  taking  the  scalps,  and  throwing  away 
what  is  termed  ^'  honor"  among  others  as  well  as  among 
savages.  He  chose,  therefore,  to  trust  to  his  own  ability  to 
succeed  ;  and  su[»posing  the  fugitives  would  not  be  particularly 
on  their  guard  at  this  point,  had  little  doubt  of  intercepting 
them  here,  should  they  succeed  in  eluding  those  he  had  left 
above. 

The  bee-hunter  distrusted  tJiat  island,  and  used  extra  caution 
in  j)jissing  it.  In  the  tirst  place,  the  two  canoes  were  brought 
tog(;ther,  so  as  to  give  them,  in  the  dark,  the  appearance  of  only 
one ;  while  the  four  men  added  so  much  to  the  crew  as  to  aid 
the  deoej)tion.  In  the  end  it  proved  tliat  one  of  Bear's  Meat's 
canoes  that  was  paddling  about  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  had 
actually  seen  them,  but  mistook  the  party  for  a  canoe  of  their 
own,  which  ought  to  have  been  near  that  spot,  with  precisely 
six  persons  in  it,  just  at  that  time.  These  six  warriors  had 
landed,  and  gone  up  among  the  cottages  of  the  French  to  obtain 
s(»nie  fruit,  of  which  they  were  very  fond,  and  of  which  they  gjoi 
but  little  in  their  own  villages.  Owing  to  this  lacky  coiuci- 
deiK'e,  whieh  the  pretty  Mai^ery  ever  regarded  as  another 
speeial  interposition  of  Trovidence  in  their  favor,  the  fugitives 
pasM'd  the  island  without  molestation,  and  actually  got  below 
the  last  look-outs  of  Bear's  Meat,  though  without  their 
knowledge. 

It  was  l)y  no  means  a  difficult  thing  to  go  down  the  river, 
now  that  so  many  canoes  were  in  motion  on  it,  at  all  hours. 
The  hee-liunter  knew  what  points  were  to  be  avoided,  and  took 
tarr  not  to  np])roa<'h  a  sentinel.  The  river,  or  strait,  is  less 
than  a  iniU'  wi«le,  and  by  keeping  in  the  centre  of  the  passage, 
the  canoes,  favored  by  iM.tli  wind  and  current,  drove  by  the 
t  'wn.    then   an  inconsiderable  village,  without  detection.     As 
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soon  as  hi  enough  bolow,  the  canoet  were  again  caat  lootefrom 
each  other,  and  sul  was  made  on  each.  The  water  waa  amooih, 
and  some  time  hefore  the  return  of  light,  the  fogitivea  were 
abreast  of  Maiden,  but  in  the  American  chaaneL  Had  it  baan 
otherwise,  the  danger  could  not  have  been  great*  8a  completalj 
were  the  Americans  subdued  by  Hull*s  capitnlation,  and  so  nu- 
merous were  the  Indian  allies  of  the  British,  that  the  paw^ 
of  a  bark  canoe,  more  or  less,  would  hardly  hare  attracted  atp 
tention.  At  that  time,  Michigan  was  a  prorinca  of  bnl  Uttk 
more  than  a  name.  The  territory  waa  wide»  to  ba  aoie»  but  the 
entire  population  was  not  laiger  than  that  of  a  modarately-aiaed 
English  market  town,  and  Detroit  was  then  regarded  aa  a  di^ 
tant  and  isolated  point  It  is  terue  that  Mackinao  and  CUeago 
were  both  more  remote,  and  both  mora  iaoktad,  bnl  am  Kngliah 
force,  in  possession  of  Detroit,  ooold  be  jq^proaehad  by  lilt 
Americans  on  the  side  of  the  land  only  by  overoomiBg  dia  ob^ 
staclcs  of  a  broad  belt  of  difficnlt  wilderness.  This  waa  doaa 
the  succeeding  year,  it  is  true,  but  time  is  alwaya  neoaisafy  to 
bring  out  Jonathan*8  latent  military  energies^  Wh^  afooaedi 
they  are  not  trifling,  as  all  his  enemies  have  been  made  to  feal ; 
but  a  good  deal  of  miscalculation,  pretending  ignoiaaea,  and 
uselesA  talking  muHt  bo  expended,  before  the  really  afflciaot  aio  ' 

allowed  to  set  about  serving  the  countiy  in  their  own  wi|y.  ^  .i*-^'j 

In  this  roHpoct,  tlianks  to  West  Pointy  a  waU-oiganiaed  itafl^      ^.   . 
and  well-educated  officers,  matters  are  a  little  improving.    Odd*  ' 

gross  has  not  been  able  to  destroy  the  army,  in  the  praaent  war, 
though  it  did  its  best  to  attain  that  end;  and  all  beeanaa  the     «..    ^ 
nucleus  was  too  powerful  to  bo  totally  eclipsed  by  the  gaa  of  tho         fi^ 
usual  legislative  tail  of  the  Great  National  Cornet^  of  whkk     ^^ 
neither  the  materials  nor  the  orbit  can  any  man  any  ha  knowii     -f  i' 
One  day,  it  declares  war  with  a  hurrah;  the  neit»  at  deaiaa  llio     iv^ 
legislation  necessaiy  to  carr}'  it  on,  aa  if  it  dirtnwtad  ita  ova 
acts,  and  already  repented  of  its  patriotism.     And  thia  ia  tho 
b<Hly,  soulless  tlio  very  school  of  Cation,  aa  n  whole  of  vary    ^k^  ^  ' 
qui»stionable  4]uality  in  the  outset,  that,  according  to  oeilatn  as*         ^ 
pounders  of  the  constitution,  is  to  perform  all  the  ftinctionaof  a 
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govcnnnent ;  which  is  not  only  to  pass  laws,  but  is  to  interpret 
thorn  ;  which  is  to  command  the  army,  ay,  even  to  wheeling  its 
platoons  ;  which  roads  the  constitution  as  an  abbe  mumbles  bis 
arcs  an<l  jtatcrSj  or  looking  at  every  thing  but  his  text«;  and 
which  is  never  t*)  have  its  acts  vetoed,  unless  in  cases  where  the 
Supremo  Court  would  spare  the  Executive  that  trouble.  We 
never  }ot  could  see  cither  the  elements  or  the  fruits  of  this  great 
saiK'tity  in  the  National  Council.  In  our  eyes  it  is  scarcely 
ever  in  its  proper  place  on  the  railway  of  the  Union,  has  degen- 
erated into  a  mere  electioneering  machine,  performing  the  little 
it  really  tines  convulsively,  by  sudden  impulses,  equally  without 
doliboratioii  or  a  sense  of  responsibility.  In  a  word,  we  deem 
it  the  jxnver  of  all  others  in  the  state  that  needs  the  closest 
watching,  and  were  we  what  is  termed  in  this  countxy  **  poli- 
ticians/' we  should  go  for  the  executive  who  is  the  most  ready 
to  aj){)ly  the  curb  to  these  vagaries  of  faction  and  interested  par- 
tisans I  Vetoes.  Would  to  Heaven  we  could  see  the  days  of 
(Joud  Queen  Bess  revived  for  one  session  of  Congress  at  leost^ 
and  tind  that  more  laws  were  sent  back  for  the  second  thoughts 
ut'  their  framei-s  than  were  approved!  Then,  indeed,  might  the 
country  be  brought  back  to  a  knowledge  of  the  very  material 
constitutional  facts  that  the  legislature  is  not  commander-in- 
clii(»t',  doos  not  negotiate  or  make  treaties,  and  has  no  right  to 
do  that  which  it  has  done  so  often — appoint  to  office  by  act  of 
Congress. 

As  a  consecpience  of  the  little  apprehension  entertained  by 
the  English  of  being  soon  disturbed  in  their  new  conquests,  le 
Bourdon  and  his  friends  got  out  of  the  Detroit  river,  and  into 
J.ake  Erie,  without  discovery  or  molestation.  Tliere  still  re- 
mainiMl  a  long  journey  before  them.  In  that  day  the  American 
si(l(.'  of  the  shores  of  all  the  Great  Lakes  was  little  more  than 
a  NNilderness.  Tlu'n^  were  exceptions  at  particular  points,  but 
those  wore  few  and  far  asunder.  The  whole  coast  of  Ohio — for 
Ohio  has  its  coast  as  well  as  r>ohemia* — was  mostly  in  a  state 
of  nature,  as  was  much  of  those  of  Pennsylvania  and  New 

*  See  Shukspoan.— '*  Wlntt-r's  Talc" 
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Torky  on  the  side  of  the  fresh  water.  The  port  which  the  bed- 
hanter  had  in  view  was  Presqne  Iflle,  now  known  aa  Brie,  a 
harbor  in  Pennsylvania,  that  has  since  become  somewhat  eek* 
brated  in  consequence  of  its  being  the  port  oat  of  which  the 
American  vessels  sailed,  about  a  year  later  than  the  period  of 
which  we  arc  writing,  to  fight  the  battle  that  gave  them  llio 
mastery  of  the  lake.  This  was  a  little  voyage  of  itself  of  near 
two  hundred  miles,  following  the  islands  and  the  coaati  but  it 
was  safely  made  in  the  course  of  the  succeeding  week.  Qnoe 
in  Lake  Erie  and  on  the  American  side,  our  adTentoma  VX 
reasonably  safe  against  all  dangers  but  those  of  the  elemental 
It  is  true  that  a  renowned  annalist,  whose  information  is  ii» 
tained  by  the  collected  wisdom  of  a  State  Historical  Booieiy, 
docs  tell  us  that  the  enemy  possessed  both  shores  of  Lake  Bria 
in  1814 ;  but  this  was  so  small  a  mistake,  compared  with  8onM 
others  that  thin  Nestor  in  history  had  made,  that  we  ahaB  not 
stop  to  explain  it.  Lc  Bourdon  and  his  party  found  all  the 
south  shore  of  Lake  Erie  in  possession  of  the  Americana,  ao  fitf 
as  it  was  in  the  possvession  of  any  one,  and  conscqnentlj  ran  no 
riski4  from  tliis  blunder  of  the  hbtcnian  and  his  liigUy  intalli- 
geut  a«soci»te8 1  '^     ^      <»  *•    M       •. .  <« 

Peter  and  Pi^eouMwing  left  their  friends  before  thajr  renehad 
Pres<|uc  Isle.  The  bec-huntcr  gave  them  his  own  canoe,  and 
the  parting  was  not  only  friendly,  but  touching.  In  the  eoniaa 
%A  their  journey,  and  during  their  many  stope,  Maigeiy  had  Iha- 
(juently  prayed  with  the  great  chiefl  His  constant  and  bamiiy 
desire,  now,  was  to  learn  to  read,  that  he  mi^t  pemae  the 
word  of  the  Oi\>at  Spirit,  and  regulate  his  future  life  bj  ita  wi^ 
doiii  and  teiietH.  Margcr}'  promised,  should  thej  ever  meal 
again,  and  under  circumstances  fisvorable  to  sach  a  daijgni  to 
help  him  attain  his  wUhes. 

PijXeonswing  parted  fn>m  his  friend  with  the  aanie  flj^ht* 
hearted  vivacity  as  he  had  manifested  in  all  their  inteicoant» 
I^*  Hounl<»n  gave  him  his  own  rifle,  plenty  of  ammuidtiony  aad 
>ariouM  other  small  articles  that  were  of  value  to  an  IndiM^  no* 
ceptinir  the  Chip|H)wa*s  arms  in  retnrn.   Hm  aichaqp^  howovai^ 
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was  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  the  savage.  As  for  Peter,  he 
•locliiiotl  all  presents.  He  carried  weapons  now,  indeed,  merely 
lor  the  purpose  of  Iiunting ;  but  the  dignity  of  his  character 
ami  station  wduM  have  placed  bim  above  such  compensations, 
hn*\  the  fact  been  othen*'ise. 


1 

1 
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CHAPTER  XXX. 


**Cuin«toUMikiMl  ofpMMl 
C'4iin«  where  the  tempest  hftth  no  longur  •«■/• 
The  shadow  paaee*  from  the  wral  awsy— 
The  mnumU  of  w«e|4nf  eeMt. 

"  Fe«r  hath  no  dwelllnff  there  t 
C\>m«  to  the  miDflInf  of  repose  and  l«>ve. 
Breathed  by  the  silent  spirit  of  the  dove, 
Throofh  the  celestial  air.** 


It  w  now  more  than  thirty-three  years  nnea  the  iMt  war  '^*^* 
with  thi*  English  terminated,  and  about  thirty-nz  to  the  Hmi-  f<»^^ 
mvx  ill  which  the  events  recorded  in  this  legend  occnrred.  Thb 
third  of  a  century  has  been  a  period  of  migfatj  changea  in 
America.  A^*h  Iiave  not  often  brought  about  as  manj  in  oihar 
|)<>rtions  of  the  eart)|,  as  thb  short  period  of  time  has  pveo 
l>irth  to  ainonjr  ourselves.  We  had  written,  thus  iar«  on  the 
evidence  of  documents  sent  to  us,  when  an  oocasion  oflered  to 
verify  the  truth  of  some  of  our  pictures,  at  least,  bj  means  of 
|»er»<»nal  ol>!*er>ation.  'TJf.ufi^ 

Quitting  our  own  quiet  and  secluded  abode  in  the  moontaiMi 
ill  the  pleasant  month  of  June,  and  in  thb  current  year  of  1848^        '^^ 
\%e  descended  into  the  valley  of  the  Mohawk,  got  into  the  ean^  /Tu. 
and  went  flying;  by  raib  toward  the  setting  sun.     Wdl  couM  ^  ^,< 
^e  n*ineinUT  the  time  when  an  entire  day  was  required  to  pan  ' 

U'tween  that  iM>int  on  the  Mohawk  where  we  got  on  the  raib^ 
Mild  the  little  vilbge  of  Utica.  On  the  present  ocenrfon,  we 
flew  «»ver  the  ttfiace  in  less  than  three  hoorsi  and  dined  in  n 
town  of  iM line  fifteen  thousand  soub. 

We  reacluHl   Buffalo,  at  the  foot  of  Lake  Brie,  in 
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twenty  hours  after  we  had  entered  the  cars.  This  jonniey 
would  liavc  been  the  labor  of  more  than  a  week,  at  the  time  in 
which  the  scene  of  this  tale  occurred.  Now,  the  whole  of  the 
beautiful  region,  teeming  with  its  towns  and  villages,  and  rich 
with  the  fruits  of  a  bountiful  season,  was  almost  brought  into  a 
single  landscape  by  the  rapidity  of  our  passage. 

At  Buffalo,  we  turned  aside  to  visit  the  cataract  Thither, 
too,  wc  went  ifti  rails.  Thirty-eight  years  had  passed  away 
since  wc  had  laid  eyes  on  this  wonderful  fall  of  water.  In  the 
intor^'cning  time  we  had  tnivelled  much,  and  had  visited  many 
of  the  renowned  falls  of  the  old  world,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
great  number  which  are  to  be  found  in  other  parts  of  our  own 
lan<l.  Did  this  visit,  then,  produce  disappointment?  Did  time, 
and  advancing  years,  and  feelings  that  had  become  deadened 
by  experience,  contribute  to  render  the  view  less  striking,  leas 
grand,  in  any  way  less  pleasing  than  we  had  hoped  to  find  it  t 
So  far  from  this,  all  our  expectations  were  much  more  than 
realized.  In  one  particular,  touching  which  we  do  not  remem- 
ber ever  to  have  seen  any  thing  said,  we  were  actually  astonish- 
ed at  the  surpassing  glory  of  Niagara.  It  was  the  character  of 
sweetness,  if  wc  can  so  express  it^  that  glowed  over  the  entire 
:is]:)ect  of  the  scene.  Wc  were  less  struck^rith  the  grandeur  of 
this  cataract,  than  with  its  sublime  softness  and  gentleness.  To 
water  in  agitation,  use  had  so  long  accustomed  as,  perhaps,  as 
in  sonic  slight  degree  to  lesson  the  feeling  of  awe  that  is  apt  to 
coHic  over  the  novice  in  such  s<;enes ;  but  we  at  once  felt  oar- 
helves  attracted  by  the  sur])as8ing  loveliness  of  Niagara.  The 
^ulf  below  was  more  imposing  than  we  had  expected  to  see  it, 
l>ut  it  was  Italian  in  hue  and  softness,  amid  its  wildness  and 
grandeur.  Not  a  drop  of  the  water  that  fell  down  that  preci- 
pice inspired  terror ;  fur  every  thing  appeared  to  us  to  be  fiUed 
with  attracti(»n  and  love.  Like  Italy  itself,  notwithstanding  so 
much  that  is  grand  and  imposing,  the  character  of  softness,  and 
the  witcrhery  of  the  gentler  properties,  is  the  power  we  should 
ascribi'  to  Xi:igara,  in  preference  to  that  of  its  majesty.  We 
think  this  feeling,  too,  is  more  general  than  is  commonly  anp- 
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posed,  for  we  find  thone  who  dwell  near  the  cataract  plajfaig 
around  it,  even  to  the  rery  verge  of  ita  greatest  fidl,  with  a 
f(I>ccio9  of  affection,  §»  if  tliey  had  the  falleat  confidence  in  ita 
rt>Hing  waters.  TIiua  it  is  that  we  see  the  little  tteamery  the 
Maid  of  the  Mist,  pa<ldling  up  quite  near  to  the  green  aheet  of 
the  HorHe-Shoe  itself,  and  gliding  down  in  the  conmii  of  the 
vortex,  as  it  is  compelled  to  quit  the  eddies,  and  come  more  in 
a  line  with  the  main  course  of  the  stream.  Wirea,  too,  are 
suspended  across  the  gulf  below,  and  men  paw  it  in  baaketk  It 
is  said  that  one  of  these  inventions  is  to  carry  human  beuga 
over  the  main  fall,  so  that  the  atl venturer  may  hang  aospended 
in  the  air,  diret*tly  al>ove  the  vortex.  In  thb  way  do  meii» 
and  even  women,  prove  their  love  for  the  pbce,  all  of  whidi 
we  impute  to  its  pervailiug  character  of  aweetnem  and  attiau 
tion. 

At  Buffalo  we  eml>arke<l  in  a  boat  under  the  English  flag, 
whicli  is  called  the  Canaila.  This  shortened  our  piasage  to 
Detroit,  hy  avoiding  all  the  stop  at  lateral  porta,  and  we 
every  rranon  to  he  satisfied  with  our  selection.  Boat, 
mamlor,  and  the  attcmlanco  were  such  aa  would  have  done 
credit  to  any  portion  of  the  civilixed  world.  There  were  many 
pas8en^4*n«,  a  motley  collection,  aa  usual,  from  all  paita  of  the 
aniuXry. 

Our  jitt(Miti(»n  was  early  drawn  to  one  party,  hy  the  nngalar 
beauty  of  its  females.  They  seemetl  to  us  to  be  a  grandmother, 
in  a  well-pr(>**4*n-(Ml,  (ijeen  old  age;  a  daughter,  but  a  matron  of 
little  less  than  forty ;  and  two  exceedingly  pretty  girls  of  about 
eiirliteen  and  hixteen,  whom  we  toi>k  to  be  chikiren  of  the  ImfL 
The  >troiiir  fnniily  likene««  l>etween  these  peraont,  led  ua  early 
t4>  make  this  elansitication,  which  we  aftorwaid  found  waa  oor^  * 

reet. 

l>y  iM-ejiHioiial  remarks  I  gathered  that  the  girb  had  been  lo 
an  '*ea*.t4'nr*  lNiarding>iM*hiNd,  tliat  particubr  feature  in  einlia" 
tion  not  yet  tlourinhinj;  in  the  north- western  atateiL  It  aeensad 
t«»  ns  that  we  could  trace  in  the  dialect  of  the  several  uiembew 
of  this  family,  the  gradations  and  pcenliaritiea  that  deaole  the 


t)i  nic  nioiim  or  tnoir  trank-sjx'akintr  mo 
SMii>;  wrrc  not  of  a  mtv  hiifli  social  rlass 
(•\<-ii  in  tinir  laiiLiiiair''.  TIktc  \\a^  mud 
N.u  ^''-I'k.  \\«-  t""M!i.l.  ;in<l  tln-y  unit'orinl; 
iJy  no  acciiliMit.  did  cillii.T  of  tluMii  liaj)ju-i 
lliat  >1k'  had  been  "  in  town/'  as  one  of  \ 
**  He's  uone  to  the  r/7v,''  or  ** she's  in  t 
l)!irases,  and  taut  soil  pea  \nilcrar ;  but  e 
boarding-school  elcrh  would  use  them, 
the.expression  '*city,"  and  are  a  little  fast 
injj  its  use. 

But  these  little  peeuliaritiea  were  spots 
tire  family,  taken  as  a  whole,  wjus  reallj 
before  the  hr>ur  for  retiring  cauic,  we  ha< 
ested  in  them  all.  We  found  there  was 
ing  to  this  party,  who  did  not  make  his 
From  the  discourse  of  these  females,  h 
glean  the  following  leading  facts  :  Thisiif 
he  was  indisposed,  and  kept  his  berth;  a 
Several  nice  little  dishes  were  carried  1 
state-room  that  evening,  by  one  or  the  c 
ters,  and  each  of  the  ])arty  appeared  an: 
the  invalid's  comfort.     All  this  svmnath^ 
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and  ''  818."  We  should  have  liked  it  better  had  it  been  ^maCher,'* 
and  '* grandmother/*  and  that  the  ''lit''  had  been  called 
UetHey  or  Molly ;  but  we  do  not  with  to  be  undentood  aa  ex- 
hibiting these  amiable  and  good-iookiiig  stnuigen  aa  modeb 
of  refinement.  '*  Ma*'  and  ''sis*'  did  well  enoti|^  all  thinga 
considered,  though  ^  mamma'*  would  have  been  better  if  they 
were  not  sufficiently  polished  to  say  ^'  mother.** 

We  had  a  pleasant  night  of  it^  and  all  the  paMengeia  appeared 
next  morning  with  smiling  (aces.  It  often  blowa  heanlj  on  that 
lake,  but  light  airs  off  the  land  were  all  the  breeiea  we  ^ 
tercd.  We  were  among  the  first  to  torn  out»  and  «»  the  i 
deck  forward,  a  pUce  where  the  panengeia  are  fond  of  eoUectp 
ing,  BA  it  enables  them  to  look  ahead,  we  ibond  a  tiiigk  iadi- 
vidual  who  immediately  drew  all  of  our  attention  to  hineeK 
It  was  an  aged  man,  with  hair  ahready  aa  white  as  now.  Still 
there  was  that  in  his  gait,  attitudes,  and  all  hia 
which  indicated  physical  vigor,  not  to  say  the  remainti'at  I 
of  great  elasticity  an<l  sinewy  activity.  Aged  aa  he  was.  and 
he  nmrtt  have  long  since  paMcd  his  fourscore  yean»  hia  form  waa 
erect  as  that  (»f  a  youth.  In  stature,  he  was  of  rather  more 
than  miildio  height,  and  in  movementSi  deliberate  and  d^niiled. 
Ilin  dress  was  quite  pUin,  being  bbu;k,  and  according  to  the 
customs  of  the  day.  The  color  of  his  fi^e  and  liands»  however, 
OM  well  OS  the  bold  outlines  of  his  countenance,  and  the  still 
kiH^n,  n*stleHs,  black  eye,  indicated  the  Indian* 

litre,  then,  was  a  civilised  red  man^  and  it  strode  oa  at  once, 
that  he  was  an  ancient  child  of  the  forest,  who  had  been  made 
to  feel  the  tnithft  of  the  gimpcl.  One  seldom  hesitates  aboni 
oiMressing  an  Indian,  and  we  commenced  a  disconiie  with  our 
ven(*nible  folio w-})assengGr,  with  very  little  cirenmhMiition  or 
rereunuiy. 

**  UotMl  morning,  sir,**  we  observed — "a  channing  thno  we 
have  of  it,  on  the  lake.** 

'*  Yes — irood  time — **  returned  my  red  neighbor,  spsaHng 
short  and  clipiHHl.  like  an  Indian,  but  prononndng  1 
if  loni;  a«*iMistomed  ^)  the  language. 
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*•  Tlicso  bte.'iniboats  arc  ;xroat  invoHliniis  for  tlic  western 
lakt's,  as  aro  the  railroadd  I'or  this  vast  inland  region.  I  diire 
bay  iftni  can  ronu-nihor  Lake  Erie  when  it  was  an  iiuusiial  tJiiny; 
to  s(H?  a  sail  of  any  sort  on  it;  and  now,  I  should  think,  we 
niiu^ht  cnunt  fifty/' 

**  Yes — ^jrrcat  chan^^c — ^great  change,  friend  I — all  chango 
from  ole  lime/' 

*' The  trailit ions  of  your  people,  no  doubt,  give  you  reason  to 
s(vand  frel  all  this?" 

The  ]>redoniinant  expression  of  this  red  man^s  countenance 
was  that  of  love.  On  every  thintr,  on  every  human  being  to- 
ward whom  hi"  turned  his  still  expressive  eyes,  the  looks  he 
e:ave  them  would  seem  to  indicate  interest  and  affection.  This 
(expression  was  so  <leeided  and  peiMiliar,  that  we  early  remarked 
it,  and  it  drew  us  closer  and  closer  to  the  old  chief,  the  longer 
wc  rcmainiMl  in  his  company.  That  expression,  however, 
sliLrlitly  chauj^od  when  we  made  this  allusion  to  the  traditions 
ot  his  people,  and  a  cloud  j>assed  before  his  countenance.  This 
chaiiL^e,  nevertheless,  was  as  transient  as  it  was  sudden,  the 
benevolent  and  ^enth'  look  returning  alm<>st  as  soon  as  it  had 
di<a}»jKared.  He  seemed  anxious  to  atone  for  this  invohintar} 
ex])ression  of  reirrets  for  the  j»ast,  by  making  his  cominanica 
ti«>ns  to  me  as  free  as  they  could  be.  • 

*'  My  tra<lition  say  a  LCi'eat  deal,''  was  the  answer.  **  It  say 
some  i^ood,  some  ba«l." 

"May  1  ask  t»f  what  trihe  yt>u  areT' 

The  red  man  turned  his  eyes  on  us  kindly,  as  if  t()  lessen  anv 
thiiii!;  miLTraeious  there  mij^ht  b(»  in  his  refusal  to  answer,  and 
with  an  expresvinu  of  benevoliMicc  that  >\c  scarcely  remember 
e\«  r  to  have  sien  e«jualle<l.  Indee<l,  we  might  s;iy  with  tnith, 
that  the  Inve  whi<'h  shotie  out  of  this  old  man's  countenance 
hal»itu:illy,  sjir])as>t'.l  that  whii'h  we  can  recall  as  belonging  to 
any  ntlier  human  face.  He  scorned  to  be  at  peace  with  liim- 
seir,  an<l  with  all  the  other  ehiMri'U  (►f  A<lam. 

*' Tril)e  make  no  ditlcronce,"  he  answered.  "All  ehihlren 
of  ^amo  (Ircat  Spirit.*' 
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''Red  men  and  pale-facen ?**  I  asked,  not  a  little  sotprifetl 
with  hin  reply. 

''Ked  man  and  pale-face.  Chriiit  die  for  all,  aad  hb  Fadder 
make  all.  No  difference,  except  in  color.  Color  odIj  skin 
deep.'* 

*'  Do  you,  then,  look  on  us  pale-foces  as  haring  a  right  here? 
Do  you  not  re^rd  U8  &h  inva4ler^  as  enemies  wlio  have  eome 
to  take  away  your  lands  V* 

''  Injin  don't  own  *arth.  *Arth  belong  to  Ood«  and  he  lead 
whom  ho  like  to  live  on  it.  One  time  he  send  Injin ;  now  he 
8(Mid  pale-face.  His  'arth,  and  he  do  what  he  plenae  wid  it 
Nohody  any  ri^ht  to  complain.  Bad  to  find  fiuih  wid  Great 
Spirit.  All  he  do,  ri^ht ;  nebber  do  any  t*ing  bad.  His  blevad 
Son  <lie  for  all  color,  and  alt  color  mnss  bow  down  at  his  holy 
name.  Dat  what  d'w  i;oo<l  book  say,**  showing  a  anail  poekei 
Bible,  *'  and  what  dis  good  book  say  come  from  QntA  ^t^^f^ 
himiHjlf.'' 

*'  You  read  the  Holy  Scriptures,  then — ^yon  are  an  edncatad 
Indian  T' 

**Xo;  can't  read  at  all.  Don't  know  how.  Try  haul,  but 
too  ole  to  heirin.  (tot  young  eyes,  howerer,  to  help  me,**  he 
adiled,  with  <»ne  of  the  fonde»t  smiles  I  erer  saw  light  a  hnmaa 
f;iiM'.  ;is  ho  turned  to  meet  the  pretty  IXdIy's  "  good  morning, 
IVtcr/'  ami  to  shake  the  hand  of  the  elder  sister.  '*She  read 
^<mmI  honk  for  old  Injin,  when  he  want  her;  and  when  she  off 
at  M'hool  in  **oity,"  den  her  madder,  or  her  gran^modder 
read  for  hitn.  Fush  W^n  wid  gran*madder;  now  get  down 
to  i;ranMa*i;hter.  But  ^o(m1  book  all  de  same,  let  who  wiB 
read  it." 

This  then,  wa-*  **Si«alping  Peter,"  the  rery  man  I  waa  tnv- 
ellinir  into  Michigan  to  mh*,  but  how  wondetfully  changed! 
Tho  Spirit  tif  the  Mor^t  High  (f<Hl  had  been  shed  freely  vpon 
his  iiiond  lH*ini;,  and  in  lieu  of  the  revengelbl  and  vindieCito 
sivaiTf.  he  ii«»w  lived  a  •ulKlue<l,  benevolent  Christian  I  In 
evtry  human  being  he  lK*held  a  brother,  and  no  longer  thooght 
(*f  d<Mro\in^  nuvs  in  onler  to  set^ure  to  his  own  people  the 
•il* 
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quiet  possession  of  their  hunting-groands.  His  veiy  soul  was 
love ;  and  no  doubt  he  felt  himself  strong  enough  to  "  bleas 
those  who  cursed  him,"  and  to  give  up  his  spirit,  like  the  good 
missionary  whose  death  had  first  turned  him  toward  the 
worship  of  the  one  true  God,  praying  for  those  who  took  hia 
life. 

The  ways  of  Divine  Providence  are  past  the  investigationa 
of  human  reason.  How  often,  in  turning  over  the  pages  of 
history,  do  we  find  civilization,  the  arts,  moral  improvement,  - 
n.'iy,  Cliristianity  itself,  following  the  bloody  tndn  left  by  the 
C(.>iiqucror*s  car,  and  good  pouring  in  upon  a  nation  by  avenncs 
that  at  first  were  teeming  only  with  the  approaches  of  seeming 
evils  !  In  this  way,  there  is  now  reason  to  hope  that  America 
is  about  to  pay  the  debt  she  owes  to  Africa ;  and  in  this  way 
will  the  invasion  of  the  forests,  and  prairies,  and  '^openings,*' 
of  the  red  man  be  made  to  atone  for  itself  by  carrying  with  it 
the  blessings  of  the  Gospel,  and  a  juster  view  of  the  relations 
which  man  boars  to  his  Creator.  Possibly  Mexico  may  derive 
lasting  benefits  from  the  hard  lesson  that  she  has  so  recently 
been  made  to  endure. 

This,  then,  was  Peter,  changed  into  a  civilized  man  and  a 
Christian  !  I  have  found,  subsequently,  that  glimmerings  of  the 
former  being  existed  in  his  character ;  but  they  showed  them- 
selves only  at  long  intervals,  and  under  very  peculiar  circum- 
stances. The  study  of  these  traits  became  a  subject  of  great 
interest  with  us,  for  we  now  travelled  in  company  the  rest  of 
our  journey.  The  elder  lady,  or  '*  grandma,"  was  the  Maigery 
of  our  tale ;  still  handsome,  spirited,  and  kind.  The  younger 
matron  was  her  dauprhter  and  only  child,  and  "  Sis,"  another 
Margery,  and  Dorotliy,  were  her  grandchildren.  There  was 
also  a  s(»n,  or  a  gnuidson  rather,  Ben,  who  was  on  Prairie 
Hound,  '*  with  the  general."  The  "general"  was  our  old 
friend,  le  ]>ourdon,  wbo  was  still  as  often  called  "General  Boar- 
don,''  as  **  (rcneral  Boden."  This  matter  of  *' generals"  at  the 
west,  is  a  little  overdone,  as  all  ranks  and  titles  are  somewhat 
apt  to  be  in  new  countries.     It  causes  one  often  to  smile,  at  the 
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east ;  aud  no  wonder  that  an  eaatern  haUt  ahoold  go  down  n 
all  iu  (clory,  beneath  the  ''  setting  tmn/*  In  after  daya,  feneiala 
will  not  be  quite  an  **  plenty  aa  blackberriea," 

No  sooner  did  Mrs.  Boden,  or  Margery,  to  use  her  familiar 
uaine,  learn  that  we  were  the  very  individual  to  whom  the 
**  generar'  had  sent  the  notes  rektive  to  his  early  adventiirei^ 
which  had  been  prepared  by  the  *'Bev.  Mr.  VarM,**  of  Kaiama- 
soo,  tliau  she  became  as  friendly  aud  commiinicatife  aa  we  eoold 
possibly  desire. 

Ilcr  own  life  had  been  proHperoaa,  and  her  mamnge  btppy. 
Uer  brother,  however,  had  fidlen  hack  into  hia  okl  habits  and 
died  ere  the  war  of  1812  was  ended.  Dorothy  had 
to  her  friends  in  Massachiiaettai  and  waa  atiU  linng,  IB  m  i 
fortable  condition,  owing  to  a  legacy  horn  an  snele.  Tlw 
hunter  had  taken  the  field  in  thai  war,  asd  had 
sharp  fighting  on  the  banks  of  the  Nii^gara.  No 
peace  made,  however,  than  he  returned  to  hia  bebfed  Open- 
ings where  he  liad  remained,  ^growing  with  the  eonntry,"  aa 
it  is  terined,  until  he  was  now  what  is  deemed  a  rieh  man  in 
Mi(*]iigaii.  lie  has  a  plenty  of  land,  and  that  whieb  iagood; 
a  re2^pc(>uble  dwelling,  and  is  out  of  debtb  He  meeta  hia  obli- 
gations to  an  eastern  man  just  aa  promptly  aa  he  meela  tbeae 
contracti'd  at  li«)nio,  and  regards  the  United  tkalea,  and  nd 
Mii-hipiii,  uri  his  countr)'.  All  these  were  good  tinit%  and  wn 
were  glud  to  learn  that  they  existed  in  one  who  already  poam^ 
cd  so  niucli  t>f  our  estei^m.  At  Detroit  we  found  a  fine  flootU^ 
ing  town,  <»f  a  healthful  and  natural  growth,  and  yrith  n 
latitin  that  was  fast  approaching  twenty  thouaand.  Tlie 
of  the  btrautiful  strait  on  which  it  standa,  and  wUeb,  bj  n 
Mtrange  blending  of  significations  and  langnagea,  ia  p  npnlatly 
called  tlie  *'  Detroit  River/*  were  alive  with  men  and  their  ap* 
plianees,  and  we  scarce  know  where  to  turn  to  ind  a 
agreeable  land8(*a|)e  tlian  that  which  waa  pieaented  to  na,  i 
pav^iug  the  inland  of  *'  Bobolo**  (Boia  Blanc), 
Altogether,  it  resembled  a  miniature  picture  of  ' 
without  its  cH»t(*ru  peculiaritiea. 
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At  Hotroit  coinimMK'cd  our  surprise  at  the  rapi«l  progress  of 
wpsteni  civilizatitni.  It  will  bo  rcincmbcrod  that  at  the  period 
of  our  talc,  the  ouvin)ns  of  l>ctr<»it  excepted,  the  whole  peuin- 
sula  of  Mii'hiixan  hiy  in  a  state  of  nature.  Nor  did  the  process 
of  settlement  commence  actively  until  al>r»ut  twenty  yeans  since; 
but,  owin*;  to  the  charactcT  of  the  country,  it  already  possesses 
many  of  the  l>ettcr  features  of  a  long-hdiabited  region.  There 
are  stumps,  of  couise,  for  new  fields  are  constantly  coming  into 
cultivation  ;  but  on  the  wliole,  the  appearance  is  that  of  a  niid- 
<llc-aj;e<l,  rather  than  that  of  a  n(^w  region. 

We  K'ft  Detroit  on  a  railroad,  rattling  away  toward  tlie  sot- 
ting sun,  at  a  g«)0«l  speed  even  for  that  mode  of  convoyanoo. 
It  sciMned  to  us  that  our  route  was  well  garnished  with  large 
villago,  of  which  we  nuist  have  paNsed  through  a  dozen,  in  the 
I'ourse  of  a  few  hours'  '*  railing/'  These  are  places  varying  in 
size  from  «)ne  to  three  thousand  inhabitants.  The  vegetation 
certaitily  Mirpasse«l  that  of  even  western  New  York,  the  trees 
alone  ex«'c])ted.  The  whole  eountry  was  a  wlieat-field,  and  we 
now  begati  to  un<l«Mstand  how  Ameriea  could  feed  the  worhJ. 
C)ur  rtiad  lay  among  the  '*  Openings"  nnich  of  the  way,  and  we 
f«»und  them  un<lergoing  the  changes  which  are  incident  to  the 
j)assage  of  riviliscnl  men.  As  the  periodical  fires  had  now  ceas- 
ed for  matiy  years,  underbrush  was  growing  in  lieu  of  the  natu- 
ral gra>s,  and  in  so  much  those  groves  are  less  attractive  th;iu 
f«irnierly;  but  one  ea-^ily  coui])rehends  the  reason,  and  <*an  pic- 
ture to  himself  the  aspect  that  these  ple;L«iant  woods  must  have 
worn  in  times  of  old. 

AVe  l(?ft  the  railroad  at  Kalamazoo — an  unusually  pretty  vil- 
lage, on  the  banks  of  the  stream  of  that  name.  Those  who  laid 
out  this  j»laee,  some  fifteen  years  since,  had  the  taste  to  pre- 
serve m«»>t  of  it^  trees;  and  the  houses  an<l  grounds  that  stand 
a  little  a]>art  iVoui  the  busiest  streets— and  they  are  numerous 
fnr  a  ]»la<'<'  (.f  rather  mor»'  than  two  thousand  souls— are  pinrtiru- 
larlv  ]»l«':isaMt  to  the  eye,  t»n  ae<'nunt  of  tin;  shade,  and  the  ru 
ral  j»i«tiire-^  they  pre<eut.  Here  Mrs.  T>oden  told  us  we  were 
within  a  mih^  t)r  two  of  the  very  s]>ot  where  once  had  stood 
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GMtle  Meal  (Chdieau  au  liiel),  Ihoogh  tbe  ''fraenT*  bad 
finally  eftUbllnhcd  hinMelf  at  Schoolorafty  on  Pniria  Ronda. 

The  first  prairie  we  had  ever  aeeD  was  on  the  road  belveaD 
Detroit  and  Kalamazoo;  dintant  from  the  latter plaea only  aone 
ei^ht  or  nine  inilefi.  Tbe  aie  had  kid  the  ooontrj  open  m  iU 
uci^irhborhooil ;  but  the  Apot  was  easilj  to  be  reeogniaed  bj  tba 
air  of  cultivation  and  af^  that  pervaded  it  There  waa  noi  m 
stump  on  it,  and  the  field*  were  m  smooth  as  any  on  tba  plains 
of  Lombardy,  and  far  more  fertile*  rich  as  tbe  bnt  are  known 
to  be.  In  a  wonl,  the  beautiful  perfection  of  that  little  natnnd 
meadow  became  apparent  at  once«  though  seated  amid  a  land* 
scape  that  was  by  no  means  wanting  in  interest  of  its  own. 

We  paired  the  night  at  the  vilbge  of  Kalamaaoo ;  boi  tba 
party  of  females,  with  old  Peter,  proceeded  on  to  Phdrie 
Uound,  an  that  particuhur  part  of  tbe  country  is  called  in  tba 
«lia1cct  «»f  Michigan,  it  being  a  cormption  of  the  old  Fkenob 
nuine  of  la  prairie  romif.  The  Round  Meadow  does  not 
sound  im  well  as  Prairie  liound,  and  the  hMt  being  qnite  aa  elenr 
a  term  a^  the  other,  though  a  mixture  of  tbe  two  langnageSp 
we  prefer  t4»  use  it  Indeed,  tbe  word  "prairie^  may  now  be 
said  t4»  l>o  U4i<»ptetl  into  the  English ;  meaning  merely  a  natural, 
iiiHtead  of  lui  artificial  nieaAlow,  though  one  of  pecniiar  and 
l«K'al  chanu-teristicH.  We  wrote  a  note  to  General  Boden,  aa  1 
found  our  <»ld  actiuaintaiice  Ben  Boden  was  univerMlly  tamed, 
letting  him  know  I  should  visit  Schoolcraft  next  day;  noi 
wishing  to  intrutle  at  the  moment  when  that  charming  Cmu^ 
waH  just  n>uiiited  after  so  long  a  separation. 

The  next  day,  atvordingly,  we  got  into  a  **  buggy**  and  wnni 
our  way.  The  road  was  slightly  sandy  a  gooil  part  of  tba 
twelve  miles  we  had  to  travel,  though  it  became  less  so  aa  we 
drew  near  tt)  the  celebrated  prairie.  And  oelebrated,  and  tbaft 
by  an  abler  i>en  than  ours,  does  this  remarkable  plaoe  deasnre 
to  be!  We  f<»und  all  our  expectations  concerning  it  felly  re- 
alized, and  tlrove  through  the  scene  of  abnndance  it  prasantod 
with  an  admiration  that  was  not  entirely  fipsa  from  ava. 

To  get  an  idea  «>f  Prairie  Ronndi  tba  reader  must  in 
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ovul  plain  of  some  five-and-twonty  or  thirty  thooBand  acres  in 
extent,  of  the  most  surpassiin;^:  fertility,  without  aa  eminence  of 
auy  sort — almost  without  an  inequality.  There  are  a  few  Mnall 
cavities,  however,  in  which  there  are  :«priug8  that  form  laips 
pools  of  water  that  the  cattle  will  drink.  This  plain,  so  far  a*  »«■ 
,  saw  it,  is  now  entirely  fenced  and  cultivated.  The  fields  are 
larc^e,  many  containing  eighty  acres,  and  some  one  hundred  and 
»ixty  ;  most  of  them  l>eing  in  wheat  We  saw  several  of  tliis 
tiize  in  that  ^rain.  Farm-houses  dotted  the  surface,  with  harnit. 
and  the  other  accessories  of  rural  life.  In  the  centre  of  the 
prairie  is  an  ' 'island' '  of  forest,  containing  some  five  or  six  bun- 
drcd  uores  i>f  the  noblest  native  trees  we  rcmemherever  to  have 
seen.  In  the  centre  of  this  wood  is  a  little  lake,  circular  in 
sliiipe,  and  exceeding  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  diameter.  The  walk 
in  this  wi)od — which  is  not  an  Opening,  but  an  old-fashi(»ned 
virgin  fnri-st — we  found  delightful  of  a  warm  summer*!  day.  One 
thing  that  wo  siiw  in  it  wa^  characteristic  of  the  country.  8i»me 
of  the  nearest  farmers  had  drawn  their  manure  into  it,  where  it 
hiv  in  large  piles,  in  order  to  get  it  out  of  the  way  of  doing  any 
mi*>ohief.  Its  etfect  nn  the  laud,  it  was  thought,  would  be  to 
bring  loo  much  straw  I 

On  one  >i'le  of  this  island  of  wood  lies  the  little  village  or 
large  hainlft  nf  Schoolcraft.  Here  we  were  most  cordially  wel- 
ciiiihmI  by  <jli>neral  iiodeu,  ami  all  of  his  fine  dosocndaiits.  The 
head  nt'  t}ii<*  tainily  i>4  approaching  seventy,  but  is  still  hale  and 
hearty.  \\\^  head  is  as  white  as  miow,  and  his  (ace  as  red  a^  a 
chiiTv.  A  tiller  «»M  man  one  sehli»m  sees.  Temperance,  ai*- 
tivity.  till-  o|M-n  air,  and  a  good  cons«'ienee,  have  left  him  a  no- 
ble ruin  :  if  ruin  he  can  yet  be  called.  He  owes  the  last  bleas- 
inir.  as  hi'  t«>l«l  u^  himself.  t<»  the  fact  that  he  kept  clear (»f  the 

wliirlwiinl  <•!'  s| nlati<in  that  passed  over  this  n>gion  some  ten 

or  tit'ti-en  year»«  >in<-e.  Ili<i  means  are  ample;  and  the  liarvest 
beihL'  ab«iut  t«>  eniiiiiienee.  he  invited  me  to  the  fieliL 

Tile  pi'i-dliar  inLTeniiity  *ti'  the  American  has  supplied  the 
want  «>f  laborer<*.  in  a  country  ^here  agriculture  is  carried  €in 
liy  \\hole<*ale,  «-»)N*eially  in  the  cen-als,  by  an  instnimeut  ijf  the 
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most  flingnlar  uid  elaborate  oooalnietioau  TUa  manhhw  la 
drawn  by  fixteen  or  eighteen  hoisea,  attaehad  to  it  ktenlly,  to 
afl  to  work  clear  of  the  sUnding  grain,  and  who  more  the  whole 
fabric  on  a  moderate  bat  steady  walk.  A  path  ia  Ant  eat  with 
the  cradle  on  one  side  of  the  field,  when  the  maehiBa  ia  dngpd 
into  the  open  place.  Here  it  enters  the  standing  gndn,  catling  y 
off  itA  hea<li9  with  the  atmost  accuracy  as  it  moreiL  Forin  b^ 
neath  prepare  the  way,  and  a  rapid  vibnitoiy  motioD  oC  a  gwnt 
number  of  two-ed^d  knires  effect  the  oliject.  TIm  itaHw  of 
the  f^rain  can  be  cut  as  low  or  aa  high  as  one  pleaMii  bat  it  li 
usually  thought  best  to  take  only  tlio  heads.  Afkorwaid  tha 
fttandinfir  fttraw  is  bamod,  or  fed  ofl^  upright. 

The  impelling  power  which  eaosesthe  great  fiMo  toadraaee^ 
also  RctH  in  motion  the  machinery  within  it  Aa  iooa  aa  the 
heads  of  the  ^rain  are  severed  from  tlie  stalhiy  they  pan  lirto  a 
receptacle,  where,  by  a  very  qnlck  and  simple  ptoceaSi  tha  kM^ 
nels  arc  separated  from  the  hoaks.  Thence  all  goea  iato  a 
fanning  niA<*hine,  where  the  chaff  is  blown  away.  Tlia 
grain  falls  into  a  small  bin,  whence  it  is  mised  by  a 
elevator  to  a  height  that  enables  it  to  pass  oat  at  aa  opealm  to 
whirh  a  bag  is  attached.  Wagons  foUow  the  slow  aimh  of  the 
machine,  and  the  proper  number  of  men  are  ia  atteadaaet. 
Bag  aAer  bag  is  renewe«i,  until  a  wagon  ia  kiadedf  wbaa  it  at 
once  pr<M*ceds  to  the  mill,  where  the  grain  is  aooa  « 
flour.  < Generally  the  husbandnuui  sells  to  the  miller,  bat  ( 
sionally  he  i>ay»  for  making  the  floor,  aad  sends  the  bttar  oC 
by  railroad,  to  Detroit,  whence  it  finds  its  way  to  Bniopo,  powi 
biy,  to  help  feed  the  millions  of  the  oM  world.  Sodi,  at  letit^ 
was  the  course  of  trade  the  past  season.  Aa  respoote  thia  i^ga* 
nious  machine,  it  remains  only  to  say  that  it  luHrvast8»  deani, 
and  b<iffs  from  twenty  to  thirty  acres  of  keaty  wiMai,  ia  tha 
course  of  a  single  snmmer*s  day  1  Ateogethar  it  ia  ag%aatie  ia- 
vention,  well  adapted  to  meet  the  aeuessitiei  of  a 
country. 

Old  Peter  went  afield  with  us  tbrt  day.    IWra  ha 
like  a  striking  monument  of  a  past  that  waa  still  so 
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wonderful.  On  that  very  prairie,  whieh  was  now  teeming  with 
the  appli<inces  of  civilization,  he  had  hunted  and  held  his  iarage 
councils.  On  that  prairie  had  he  meditated,  or  consented  to 
the  4leatlis  of  the  young  couple,  whose  descendants  were  now 
dwelling  there,  uinid  abundance,  and  happy.  Vothiug  hat  the 
prayers  of  the  dying  missionary,  in  behalf  of  his  destroyers,  had 
])rcvented  the  dire  consummation. 

We  were  still  in  the  fiehl,  when  General  Boden*s  attention 
WHS  drawn  tt)ward  the  person  of  another  guest.  Tliis  loo,  w** 
an  Indian,  oM  like  himself,  but  not  cla<i  like  Peter,  in  the  Vi^st- 
ments  of  the  whites.  The  attire  of  thiai  sinewy  old  man  was  a 
mixture  of  that  of  the  two  races.  lie  wore  a  hunting-shirt, 
moccasins,  and  a  belt;  but  he  .ilso  w<ire  trowsers,  and  I'ther- 
wise  had  brouglit  himself  within  the  habits  of  conventif»nal 
dc«H'n<'y.  It  was  Pigcijnswing,  the  Chippewa,  oorae  t«>  pay  hi* 
annua!  visit  to  his  frieml,  the  bee-hunter.  The  meeting  was 
cordial,  and  wo  afterward  a'i^'ertained  that  when  the  old  man 
departed,  he  went  away  loaded  with  gift*  that  would  render 
him  fonift»rtable  for  a  twelvemonth. 

l»iit  Teter,  after  all,  wa-*  the  great  centre  of  interest  with  us. 
We  couM  ailmirc  the  <.fenerars  bee-hives,  which  were  nunwr- 
oiiH  Mild  iiiL;('nii»u< ;  eonld  admire  his  still  handsome  Margi*r\', 
and  all  tlirir  bl«>oming  ilescendants :  and  were  glad  when  we 
di^overed  that  t»ur  oM  friend — made  so  by  means  of  a  kno»l- 
C'liTf  "f  lii>  rharai'trr,  if  not  by  actual  actpLiintance — w.«i«i  niui-h 
iiiiprovcil  ill  miii'l,  \va>  a  simvre  Christian,  and  had  been  a 
S.'n;it<ir  of  his  own  State;  re<pe<*teil  and  esteemed  by  all  who 
kiii'W  liiiii.  Sihli  :i  can'rr,  Imwever,  has  nothing  |Hvuliar  iu 
Aiiu'rii-a;  it  i-*  oim-  **(  rv«Ty-«lay  ••ecurrence,  and  ^hi»»s  ihe 
pnwcr  iif  man  wlifii  li'ft  fn-e  to  make  hi*  i»wn  exertitin*;  while 
lliat  Mttln'  Si-alpiii^r  I*«*t«'r  iihlifated  lln'  [»ower  of  (inil.  Then- 
hi-  \\a-.  lixirig  in  tin*  ini-Ut  of  ihf  hateil  nwe,  loving  and  lie- 
l.»\.il:  wIhIiIii.^  fiauirlit  but  b|e«4'*ini^  on  ail  eolors  alike:  b»ok- 
iiii;  ba<k  up* mi  lii^  trailition**  and  Mipi»rstitit»ns  with  a  s^-irt  **{ 
iiitl.in.li.ijy  int«Tc'«.t,  a«i  wr  all  p.>rtray  in  our  memories  the 
M-riii-H,  ]ri;i'iiii>i,  aiiil  fri'linij'i  of  jin  erriui;  rhililhood. 
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Wv  wore  walkiii^r  in  tin-  jranlrii,  after  tlinnor,  ami  liKikiiif;  at 
tlio  liivrs.  TImp'  wi-n*  tin*  ;;riHTal.  Mar^fiTV,  iVtrr,  ami  oiir- 
srlvr>.  TIh'  tiiM  uas  Inihl  ill  |»raiM*  nf  lii^  l»uz/.iii^  frieinls  for 
\n1i«iiii  It  w.iH  iil.i'm  III-  still  rntiTtaiiH^l  a  lively  n*;ranl.  Tin*  tAd 
Iii«li;in,  at  tiM,  wa--  ^a«l.  Tlun  Im*  •»iuil«'i|,  ami.  turning  l«)  us, 
\w  sjH.kr  ranirstjy  aii«i  with  •»ninr  i»f  hi^  aiK'ifiit   Hri'  and  olo- 

'''rill  iiir  y«>ii  inakr  a  InMik,**  lir  s:ii<l.  **  In  dat  lMM»k  trll 
trnt*.  Vi»u  -M-t'  iiK — |HH»r  *>\r  Injiii.  My  fadiK-r  wrf*  rliirf — I 
v\as  Lri'.it  •liiit',  I'lit  wr  vva^  rhihln-n.  Knowcij  niittin*.  Likf 
littlr  .  hJM,  doii^li  irnat  I'lrn'f.  r.»li«'Vr  trailitit>n.  Tink  dis 
'arili  tiat — t'iiik  Iiijin  ••..ul«l  *»«alj>iill  palr-fjwf— I'ink  t<»nialiawk, 
aii<l  war-path,  and  rilh-,  Kf>s  t'iiiLTH  in  whoh»  i*i>r!d.  In  dat 
da\,  my  In-art  was  Ntom*.  Afraid  t»f  <Jrrat  Spirit,  hut  ilidn't 
l>\r  iiiiii.  In  ilat  tiiiu*  I  t'ink  <rcn(Tal  r**\M  talk  wid  Ih>o. 
V«^;  w;is  Nrn  I'-H.li^h  d«ii.  N««w,  all  «h-ni  ijinid  hlow  away, 
and  I  ^»r  my  Kad  li  r  .lat  i-*  in  lit  avt-n.  His  faro  ^lune  **u  nio, 
da\  and  niirlit.  and  I  ni-vi-r  i;«-t  tin-d  «»f  I'M.kiiii;  at  it.  I  set* 
Him  >mil« .  1  >>•  i*  llim  liMikirT  at  ]»'Mir  oU*  Injiu.  as  if  \iv  want 
liim  !-•  •..m»-  n'.inr:  >«'in«tiinf  I  mm-  Him  fn»wn  anil  dat  scare 
nil'.      I  »i  n  I  pi'.iv,  and  hi-*  I'r-iwn  *u*  away. 

••  Stranj' I",  l"\«'  <i«'d.  Ii'Iii\r  hi^  Hlf^H«.i|  Sui,  who  pray 
f>rd«m<lat  Kill  Him.  Injiii  diMi't  di»  that.  Iiijin  not  stntnj; 
rn..;i.,'li  t'»  .!■»  •»"  ]r,uu\  t*in^.  It  want  ih»  IIn|y  Spirit  to 
^.trriiirtln'ii  -li-  111  art,  at'-'P-  man  ran  •!••  ****  ;^i'at  t'iiii;.  Wjion 
lif  :"t  .J.  t  pi*  ■t'df  H'»Iy  Spirit,  ih-  iu-art  ««f  ft«»nr  i-*  i*han^t*d 
tM  .i.  li.Mf'  «•:"  w..n:an,  an<I  wf  all  l-r  n-.i.ly  t«»  Mi--  tMir  I'nvniy 
an!    iif.      I  liiM"  -p"k«-n.      Ltt  dcMi  dat  ri'.i*l  \'»urlMMik  iin-lor- 


^u 


•  I  ■ 


jn'airit'  i»i  an  *' i>]au<r'  t»fton'*Nt.  <*i>iitai!iin^  s 
'In-'l  .-I'-P'^  ••t'tlii-  iiMl.h'xt  nativt*  trres  w.*  hmi 

^(••■11.        Ill    tlu'    (■•■litre    nt"   tlli-    Won. I    i^    ;i    lit 

sliajn',  aii<l  i'\<'c'«''lini;  a  •piartcr  of  a  mile  in  «, 
in  this  w«M)(l — wliiirh  is  not  an  Opening,  I 
virgin  f«»ri'st — we  found  delightful  of  a  warm 
thing  that  we  saw  in  it  was  characteristic  of 
of  the  nearest  farmers  had  drawn  their  man 
lay  in  large  ]>iles,  in  order  to  get  it  out  of  tl 
mischief.  Its  effect  on  the  land,  it  was  th 
bring  too  much  straw  ! 

On  one  side  of  this  island  of  wood  lies 
large  hamlet  of  Schoolcraft  Here  we  were 
comed  by  General  Bodcn,  and  all  of  his  fine 
head  of  this  family  is  a{)pri>aching  seventy, 
hearty.  His  head  is  as  white  as  snow,  and 
cherry.     A  tiner  old  man  one  seldom  sees 

4    .       ^        •  tivity,  the  open  air,  and  a  good  conscience, 

ble  ruin  ;  if  ruin  he  can  yet  be  called.     He 
».     ■  ing,  a.*^  lie  told  us  liimself,  to  the  fact  that  1 

\^     ,      •  *  whirlwind  of  speculation  that  passed  over  t 

tt      «  #  *     *  or  fifteen  years  siinre.     His  means  are  ampl 

being  about  U)  commence,  he  invited  me  to 

^  •  ,  The  peculiar  ingenuity  of  the  America 

•  ••  *    ..I'   I..1 :: *-.  ...u^-. :. 
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ail  Ituliati.  <>I<1  likt.'  Iiitiisolt',  1>nt 
Tiu'iit^  iA'  tin'  wliiti'^.      Tin'  attin 
iii!\ti:r.'   ni'  tli.it    .'f  th.'   twn   r;i.- 
iii'"-.;i-in>.,  Mil.!   ;i    l.c'it  ;    I.iit    lie 
w'lM'    had    bnuiixlit    hiiiiM'lt*  ^^itl 
fioiM'iicy.      It  \va«4  I*i<;«'nus\viiii;,  1 
annual  visit  to  his  friend,  tin*  1 
cordial,  and  \vc  afterward  aseerl 
dejiarted,  ho  went  away  h)«'i<kMl 
him  comfortable  for  a  twclvemou 
But  Peter,  after  all,  was  the  j^ 
We  could  admire  the  Gencrars 
ous  and  intronious ;  could  admir 
and  all  their  blooming  descend: 
8       ^  '  *  discovered  that  our  old  friend — i 

edge  of  his  character,  if  not  by  a( 

t  ^  improved  in  mind,  wjts  a  sincen 

,  Senator  of  Ids  own  Stiitc  ;  resj)e( 

• '  knew  him.     Such  a  career,  h(>wi 

m  America;  it  is  one  of   everj'-da} 

,^  ••     ■  power  of  man  when  left  free  to  ii 

;    *^  %•      *•  that  of  the  Scalping  Peter  indicate 

«       •      .•  ?*      •  lie  was,  living  in  the  midst  of  tl 

^  ,  loved ;  wishing  naught  but  ble«<8ii 

0      *  •  .  ing  back  upon  his  tradition**  ""-i 
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Thw  book  thoyld   b«  r      ^  ^^^^   "^^'^ 
the  Libnty  on  or  before  the  last  date 
stamped  below. 

A  fine  of  &ve  cents  a  day  is  Incurred 
by  retaining  it  beyond  the  specified 
timc> 

Please  return  promptly. 


